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CHAPTER L

DEATH OF GODFREY.—HIS IMMEDIATE SUCCESSORS — ESTA=-
BLISHMENT OF THE HOSPITALLERS, THE TEMPLARS, AND THE
0 ASSASSINS, e

A.D.1099. THE feelings of the Christians in the
‘West were powerfally wrought upon by the ac-
counts which the crusaders gave of the sufferinge
they bad undergone, and of the conquests which
had astended their sacred arms. Thousands were
roused by these narratives to seek the means of
proceeding at once te the Holy City ; and several
noblemen were induced, either out of devotion or
a dread of shame, to raise the standard of the croes,
and offer themeselves as their leaders. The losses
and sufferings, the desperation and fanaticism, of
these fresh armaments, were as great as those which
VOL. II. A



6 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

had marked the proceedings of the earlier crusaders;
and we should derive neither profit nor pleasure
from a particular recital of their misfortunes.
Godfrey, having taken the means which have
been described to establish order and justice in his
dominions, turned his eyes towards the petty states
by which they were sarrounded, and which still
harboured bands of hostile Moslems. Tancred
obtained possession of Tiberias ; and Godfrey was
equally successful in his attacks on Ptolemais,
Casarea, and Ascalon. Arsur was besieged with
less good fortune ; and in the assault of this place,
the anxious chief coolly devoted to destruction one
of his bravest knights, who had been lately left in
the town as a hostage. Exposed by the enemy to the
fiercest assault of the besiegers; this knight implored
them not to commence or continue an attack which
must cause his instant death; but Godfrey repre-
sented the necessity which compelled him to make
the attempt, and added, that he would not desist
from the assault to save his own brother. The
unfortunate man could say nothing to this, and
only begged that his horse might be offered in sa-
crifice at the Holy Sepulchre. The conflict was
then immediately begun, and the besiegers sup-
posed that their fellow-soldier was pierced through
and through by their darts ; but the Moslem, with
a noble generosity which ought to be forever com-
memorated, removed the Christian from his perilous
stand, and nursed him till the wounds he had receiv-
ed were healed ; after which he returned to Jerusa-
lem, to the no small surprise of his comrades. * A
question here suggests itself respecting this affair, to

* Albert. Aquensis,
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‘which an answer is not easily found; —if the koight
aboye mentioned was left as a hostage, to assure
the city of Arsur of its safety, how could it be
attacked without a breach of chivajrous faith. on
the part of Godfrey? for the giving of a hostage
was, in fact, a promise of peace; or, if this was
not the case, and it was the intention of the politic
chief to resume his hostile attempts apon the towa
whenever it might be convenient, how could be,
consistently either with honour or bumanity, in-
duce his companion in arms to remain with the
enemy ? for it was clearly not the opinion of the
unfortunate man that he was intended as a sacri-
fice, to procure the advancement of Godfrey’s
power.

But the authority of the prince was now about to
be assailed in a manner calculated to deprive him of
more territory than he could gain by many suc-
cessful battles. Baldwin from Edessa, Bohemond
from Antioch, and Raymond from Laodicea, ar-
rived at Jerusalem shortly after his return from
the above expedition. With them came a host of
pilgrims from Genoa and Piea, under the conduct
of Dagobert, archbishop of the latter city. Their
-arrival was greeted by Godfrey and his people
with every expression of joy, and they were occu-
pied with feasts and processions during the whole
of - their stay in the Holy City. The Italian pil-
grims conceived at last so great a veneration for
the King, that they determined on taking up their
abode in Jerusalem, and set themselves with laud-
able diligence to repair the ruined edifices in the
.eity and its neighbourhood. Dagobert seconded
their exertions, but in the meantime carried ona
plot to secure his.own advancement to the princi-
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authority in the state. Assisted by the zeal of
is countrymen, and the bad character of Amold,
who then held the patriarchate of Jerusalem, he
obtained the appointment, to that important digni-
ty; and being a careful imitator of the Pope, his
waster, lost no opportunity of placing his power
upon the strongest basis. The argument univer-
sally insisted upon by the Roman hierarchy, that
the servants of Christ were entitled to the autho-
rity of their Lord, or that those who preached the
gospel bad a just claim to be rewarded for their
bumble labours, by kings becoming their tributa-
ries, was successfally employed on this occasion ;
and Godirey consented to take an oath, by which
he bound himself to be the faithful defender and
assistant of the Primate. He also further agreed
to give up a quarter of Jerusalem and Jaffa to the
possession of the Church, and to declare the pa-
triarch his successor, in case he died without leav-
iog heirs. The submission of Godfrey was fol-
lowed by that of Bohemond and Baldwin; aud
these three princes became the willing vassals of the
church.
" The character which Godfrey bore, as the most
devout of men, rendered him a fit subject for the
machinations of the ambitious Dagobert ; but it was
only when a superstitious veneration for his spi-
ritual superiors blinded him, that Godfrey lost any
of the firmness which became his station. By the
valour which he displayed in all his encounters
with the enemy, and by the wisdom of his counsels,
he had won the respect not only of his subjects,
but of the cities which still continued hostile to
his rule. Many of them were induced to yield to
him out of regard for his character of justice and
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moderation, and his name was pronounced with af-
fection through every part of his increasing. ter-
ritory. But his reign was terminated by death,
within a year from its commencement; and his
subjects, as they deposited his remains on Mount
Calvary, wept over him as children over a beloved
and affectionate parent.

As soon as the throne of Jerusalem was. left
vacant, Dagobert insisted upon his right to the in-
heritance ; and a violent struggle commenced be-
tween him and the barens, who declared Baldwin,
the brother of Godfrey, to be his lawful successor.
Messengers were immediately sent, on the part of
the Patriarch, to Bohemond, and on that of the
barons, to the Prince of Edessa. The former re-
turned with the discouraging tidings that Bohe-
mond, so far from being able to assist the Holy
Father in this extremity, was himself a prisoner to
the Turks, into whose hands he Liad inopportunely
fallen. Nothing, therefore, remained to oppose the
claims of Baldwin ; and after a perilous march from
Edessa with four hundred knights and a thousand
foot-soldiers, that prince entered Jerusalem in tri-
umph. A short and successful expedition, which
he made almost immediately after assuming the
royal authority, convinced the Patriarch of the use-
lessness of any farther opposition, and he consent-
ed to crown him at Bethlehem. Tancred was the
only one of the nobles who refused to acknowledge
Baldwin as their sovereign ; but his dislike of the
Prince of Edessa yielded to the pacific persuasions
of his companions ; and he was shortly after called
to the. government of Antioch, left vacant by the
captivity of Bohemond.

It would occupy more of our space than we can

2 A
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spare to recount all the circumstances which ats
tended Baldwin's comtests with his neighbouring:
enemies. He was sometimes successful, but at
others exposed to such imminent personal peril,
that he was reported to have been slain ; and his
trembling subjects awaited in hourly terror the ar-
rival of the Saracens at the gates of their city.
One anecdote, however, of these petty wars, we
must not pass over. Baldwin, in riding along the
banks of the Jordan, after having subdued a party
of Arabs, discovered a woman labouring with the
pains of child-birth. With a humanity which hes
been strangely lauded by historians as next to di-
vine, he refrained from slanghtering her, and af-
forded her some refreshment out of the stores
which could be at the moment obtained. Water
and fruits were presented to the suffering woman,
and a female camel provided nourishment for the
infant. Both mother and child were then restored
to the disconsolate Arab, who, proving to be a man
of great distinction among his countrymen, de-
clared he would never forget the generous conduct
of the Cbristian prince.

Soon after this occurrence, Baldwin was obliged
to seek refuge in Ramla, which was every hour in
danger of being taken by the enemy. At the mo-
ment when his peril and anxiety were at the high-
est, a message was brought him that a stranger de-
sired to be admitted to an immediate audience ;
on approaching the King, who thus addressed
him :—¢ Thou hast acted generously towards a
wife who is dear to me, and having saved her life,
restored her to her family. I now brave a thou-
sand dangers to recompense this service. The
Saracens surround the city into which you have
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fled for safety. To-morrow it must be taken, and
not a single one of its inhabitants will escape death.
I come to offer you the means of safety ; I know
all the ways which are not guarded ; basten then,
time presses; you have only to follow me, and’
before the morning you will be safe among your
friends. 7 The Mussulman had spoken truth,
and the prince arrived at Arsur in safety.

But the subjects of the sacred territory were not
blind to the hazardous situation in which they
were placed. Had it not been for the casual re-
eruits which their little army received from the
pilgrims who continued to arrive from Europe,
they would have been without any sufficient pro-
tection against their enemies. It was with reason,
therefore, that complaints were continually made
respecting the conduct of the Emperor Alexis.
Originally, this prince was bound by no obligation
to aid them in their schemes of conquest ; and the
conduet of the first crusaders afforded him a suf-
ficient plea for wishing them far removed from
his dominions. But he had latterly entered into s
solemn engagement with the European chiefs;
and by receiving from them an oath of allegiance,
had promised, both by implication and reality, to
assist and defend them in their progress.

A union, however, such as this, was not likely
to remain unbroken. Craft and policy on the one
side, and ambition, enthusiasm, and the love of
gain on the other, are bad allies; and it would be
a difficult matter to determine, in a strict compass,
the respective justice or dishonesty of the two par-
ties. - Alexis, when the complaints of the Euro-
peans reached his ears, made some show of atten-
tion to their requests, and paid the ransom of se-
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veral knights and noblemen who had fallen into
the hands of the Moslem. But agsinst the states
of the fallen Bohemond he waged almost continual
war ; and when that prince escaped from captivity,
he prepared to defend himself, by assailing the
emperor from the ships of Pisa and Genoa. But
Bohemond was soon reduced to seek protection by
flight ; and so narrowly was he watched by the enemy,
that he only succeeded in escaping his vigilance by
concealing himselfinacoffin. In Europe, however,he
was received with the most flattering honours. -The
King of France gave him one of his daughters in
wmarriage, and the Pope bestowed upon him the
standard of Saint Peter. Thus supported, he sum-
moned the knights of France and Italy to fight for
him, and the cause of truth, against the faithless
Emperor ; and having collected an army sufficient-
ly numerous, began his march to the East. But
his expectations of conquest were destroyed by
the prudence or superior power of Alexis; and
baving laid siege to Durazzo unsnccessfully, he
shortly after died of chagrin.

The affairs of the Christians were at this time
in the most unpromising condition. Confusion and
distress prevailed in Antioch after the death of
Bohemond ; and it was with difficulty the King
of Jerusalem succeeded in reconciling Tancred—
who had hitherto governed the principality dur-
ing the absence of Bohemond—and Baldwin du
Bourg, who now claimed it as his possession. The
Prince of Edessa was so reduced in his finances,
that he was obliged, it is said, to promise his beard
as security for some money which he borrowed
for the payment of his soldiers. Jernsalem was
preserved from much of the distress suffered by



AND THE CRUSADES. 13

these secondary states, by the concourse of ‘pil-
grims which frequented it, and still more by the
assistance which it received from the reviving
spirit of commerce. It has been already mention-
ed how greatly it increased in wealth and import-
ance while its Moslem governors had the prudence
to encourage the mercantile intercourse of its in-
habitants with the people of the West. Several
of the sea-ports of Syria had fallen under the suc-
cessful attacks of the crusaders. The maritime
cities of Italy closely pursued every advantage
which bad been gained by their more chivalrons
precursors ; and thus, while saccours were afford-
ed the latter, without which thousands who escap-
ed the general carnage must have perished, Eu-
rope was also benefited by the market which was
opened for her commodities, and the encourage-
ment thus given to her enterprising merchaats.

A.D.1112. Tripoli, Biblos, Sarepta, Sidon,
and some smaller fortresses, were added to the ter-
ritory of the Christians about this time ; and such
was the terror which their successes inspired, that
armies, which seemed fitted to annihilate a force
ten times as numerous, dispersed, without ventur-
ing a battle. We must also refer to the same pe-
riod the death of Raymond, Count of Tholouse,
who fell in the siege of Tripoli, and that of the
noble and generous Tancred, who perished from
wounds received in battle.

The King of Jerusalem, enconraged by the suc-
cess which had hitherto attended his arms, pre-
pared for wider conquests. The Emir of Damas-
cus afforded him an opportunity of distinguishing
himself against the Turks of Bagdad, who, having
bad reason to suspect the fidelity or proper con-
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duct of that governor, sent an army against-him
which was to deprive him both of his principality
and his life. Seeing no other means of safety, the
Emir applied to the Christians for succour ; and
with their united strength, they succeeded in driv-
ing the boasting forces back to their angry master. -
After this, Baldwin made an expedition into Egypt,
and arrived within three days’ journey of Cairo.
Having pillaged the town of Pharamia, he return-
ed with the confident expectation of being shortly
able to make himself master of the great capital
of the Moslems in that quarter of the world. But
he was suddenly taken ill, and died; employing
his last breath in comforting his weeping friends,
and exhorting them to pursue the successes they
bad obtained, and to bury him beside his brother
Godfrey.

A.D.1118. Baldwin du Bourg had been no-
minated by the late King as his successor; but

by some of the nobles, who desired to elevate
Eustache, the brother of Godfrey, to the vacant
throne. The opposition, however, was not long
continued, and the will of the deceased prince was ¥
followed. Ao

Although the kingdom of Jerusalem, with its i}
dependencies, formed a state entirely independent %
of those which had been formed by Baldwin and
Bohemond, no part of the Christian possessions
could be exposed to imminent danger, without the {
rest being endangered likewise ; and it was probably
owing to the want of a closer union between the ¥
rulers of the three principalities, that they were so h;

K43~ @ M M mw fecomr w o

frequently on the point of falliug into the hands of 4,
-their former masters. The evil effects of 8 dim- xj,

by
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joiited interest were strongly felt by Baldwin the
Second, in the first year of his reign. Antioch
was attacked by the united armies of Persia and
Syria, under the Prince Ylgazi; and the Chris-
tians, overpowered both by the numbers of the ene- \
my, and their vain terror at some supposed pro-
digy, were totally routed. The plains of Artesia
were the scene of this fearful conflict, which gave
to the spot on which it was fought, the appellation
of the “ Field of Blood.” The terrified citizens of
Antioch were comforted, however, in the midst of
their panic, by the arrival of the King of Jerusalem ;
who, having received the benediction of the Patri-
arch, proceeded at once in pursuit of the victorious
Moslems. His arms were attended with brilliant
success : the chiefs of the hostile army fled in the
midst of the battle; and he returned to his own
territories, crowned with honour, and with the
blessings of the people he had delivered.

The assistance which Baldwin had afforded to
Antioch, he next endeavoured to extend to the State
of Edessa, now suffering under equal distresses.
But on this occasion he was less fortunate. The
nephew of Ylgazi had taken the Prince of Edessa
and his cousins prisoners, and loaded them with
irons. Baldwin, soon after his arrival, shared their
fate, and his subjects were thrown into the deepest
affliction and consternation.

A terrible instance of true chivalrous valour was
given on this occasion. Fifty Armenians deter-
mined to attempt the delivery of the princes from
the fortress, in the dungeons of which they were
confined. Having gained an entrance under the
disguise of merchants, they instantly pat the guards
J to death, broke the.chains of the captives, and
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possessed themselves of considerable booty. But
before they counld escape; or summon fresh forces
to aid them in defending the fortress, the Turkish
chief was at its gates, vowing, in the bitterest
rage, that the massacre of all the Christians should
satisfy his anger. Jocelin de Courtenay, one of
the captives, seeing no hope of deliverance from
almost instant destruction, unless they could gain
the help of their fellow-warriors, offered to ats
tempt his escape, and bring back succours to free
his companions from their perilous condition. His
offer was aecepted, and with great danger he
eluded the vigilance of the enemy ; and after an
adventurous and toilsome journey, he reached Je.
rusalem, and speedily returned at the head of a
brave troop of knights, eager to attempt any thing
for the delivery of their monarch. But te their
sarprise and horror, when they arrived on the
spot where the tower had formerly stood, they
saw only a heap of ruins, and learnt that, with the
exception of the King, who had been removed to
the fortress of Charan, the prisoners had all perish-
ed beneath the walls of the castle, which had been
undermined by the enemy.
~ The sorrow caused by the captivity of the King
of Jerusalem, was a signal for the Caliph of Egypt
to renew his attempts on the Christian States.
His forces were besieging Joppa, when the army
of the faithful left the sacred city to offer him
battle. The confidence with which they proceed-
ed to the conflict was not discerned, and they
routed the enemy almost at the first onset.
A.D. 1128. But by far the most importans
event which occurred about this period, was the
arrival on the coast of a formidable fleet froma
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Venice. That State,, incited by the accounts which
were continually brought to Europe of the suc-
cesses which attended the mercantile expeditions
of the neighbouring cities, determined on reaping
a part of the rich harvest which the fields of Sy-
rian warfare and commerce seemed to present.
The armament which the Venetians sent out first,
tried its strength on the richly laden vessels of the
Genoese, whose valuable stores were a suflicient
temptation for the Venetians to shed the blood of
their Christian brethren. But shortly after this,
they came in contact with the Saracen navy, which
they totally dispersed or destroyed ; and Jerusalem
received the Doge, whe commanded the arma-
ment which his city bad prepared, as one of ita
most venerated defenders.

But such a fleet as that which was now at tho
disposal of the Christian chiefs, was not to remain
idle, while so many important posts were still
possessed by the Moslem. It was immediately
debated, therefore, to what quarter the Venetians
and the sworn defenders of the sacred territory
should direct their course. Some declared for
Ascalon, others for Tyre; and when the decision
was referred to what was termed in those days a
declaration of the will of God, the lot turned up
for Tyre; and the Venetians agreed to direct all
their strength against that important place, if the
Chriatians of Jerusalem would agree to their enjoy-
ing;, as the reward of victory,athird of the conquered
city, a church, a street, a particnlar tribunal in all
the towns of Palestine, and several other advan-
tages equally important. These stipulations were
assented to; and when the army proceeded on its
march from Jerusalem, the Venetian fleet sailer’

VOL. 1L B
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from the harbour of Ptolemais, where it had been
anchored.

Closely beset both by sea and land, it might
bave been expected that Tyre would speedily have
fallen beneath the attacks of the allies; but the
vigilance or bravery of its defenders protracted
the siege for several months ; and the soldiers of
the Christian leaders were beginning to grow weary
of their toils, unrecompensed by any of thase splen-
did prizes which they hoped would fall to. their
lot, whenever the city should be taken. To pro-
mote the speedier completion of their design, the
Venetians agreed to join the troops in an imme-
diate - assaunlt ; and in the middle of the sixth
month from the commencement of the siege, the
town surrendered to the triumphant Cbristians.
Nothing could exceed the delight with which the
news of this conquest was received in Jerusalem.
Banners were displayed in every quarter of the
town ; flowers and olive branches strewed the
streete ; the ringing of bells added to the calm and
serious gladness which becomes a religious festi-
val ; and the Ze Deum was chanted with gestures
of devout joy.

One of the good consequences of this victory
was the delivery of the King from his captivity in
Charan, who persuaded the discomfited Moslem
to accept a ransom for his liberty. His return to
Jerusalem was hailed with' the most loyal en-
thusiasm ; and he immediately put himself at the
head of his army, and defeated the Turks, who
had been making attempts on Antioch. But he
did not live long to enjoy his trinmphs, or extend
the conquests of his people ; and, after a reign of
twelve years, several of which had been passed in
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captivity, he died, leaving bis throne to Foulgue
of Anjou, who had married his daunghter Melisin-
da. His life is reported to have been spent in
acts of the most humble piety, as well as in deeds
of valour.

A.D. 1131. The new monarch of Jerusalem had
been led to Palestine, to recover himself from the
melancholy with which he was overwhelmed for
the loss of his former wife. He came to the
crown when the sacred territories were disturbed
by internal causes of weakness. . The late King
bad imitated the example of Baldwin the First,
and called a council, by the aid of which he en-
deavoured to improve the state of manners among
his people, and repress the disorders which were
beginning to destroy the morality of all clusses.
Baut the absence of the prince from his dominions,
and the unsettled state in which an incessant war-
fare kept his territories, prevented the re-establish~
ment of order ; and Foulque had scaroely ascend-
ed the throne, before he was summoned to assist
the distressed inhabitants of Antioch, whom civil
dissensions, as well as the approach of the Mos-
lems, kept in a continual state of anarchy aud pe-
rik. By a prudent piece of policy, he restored
tranquillity for a time to the distressed state ; and
having married the defenceless daughter of the
late prince to Raymond of Poictiers, left him as
the best defender that could be found for ber and
ber subjects. A few years after, Antioch was
threatened by the Greek Emperor ; but the storm
was eluded, and the monarch generously retired
from the city, to make a.pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
‘from which, however, he was deterred by an inti-
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mation which was given him, that he must enter
it not as a monarch, but as a simple pilgrim.

A.D. 1145. Foulque was more than sixty years

.old when he was crowned King of Jerusalem, and
of an infirm constitution ; and, after a short reign,
in which it is supposed the Christians lost much
of their military vigeur, he left his dominions to
his son, Baldwin the Third, at the time of his
father’s death only twelve years of age.

As soon as the young prince escaped from the
trammels which his ambitious mother Melisinda
would have placed upon his actions, he exhibited
his want of prudence, and the impetuosity of his
character, by attempting to surprise Bosra, the
siege of which he had been induced to undertake,
by the vain promises of an Armenian stranger.
Opposed in his march by an active enemy, and
suffering under the burning heat of the sun, where
the scanty water-courses had been all poisoned be-
fore his approach, he was only able to support the
spirits of his followers by the promise of the rich
booty which it was expected they would find at
the end of their distressing march. The Armenian
who had persuaded him to the enterprise, was the
governor of Boera, under the Prince of Damascas,
to whose territory it belonged. No difficulty,
therefore, was to be anticipated, if they could reach
the city in safety, and with this encouragement
they patiently supported all the fatigues and dan-
gers of the route. But, to their astonishment and
grief, on their arrival before the gate of the town,
@ defiance was sent them by the wife of the gover-
nor, who, despising the treachery of her husband,
had summoned the garrison to arms, headed it
herself, and was now prepared to resist the King
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of Jerusalem, with his' galled and disappointed
troops.

Their vetreat was attended with still greater
evils than those which bad pursued them in their

oach. The Saracens, not being able to de-
stroy them by a direct attack, set fire to the brush-
wood with which the arid plains over which they
had to pass were thickly covered. The flames and
smoke, which soon enveloped them, filled them with
borror and consternation ; their faces and armour
were frightfully blackened ; and in expectation of
utter destruction, they besought the Bishop of
Nazareth to pray for heavenly succour. The sup-
plications of the prelate were, it is said, heard.
The wind changed ; a knight, mounted on a white
horse, and bearing a red standard, was suddenly
seen at the head of the army; and they at last
reached Jerusalem, rejoicing in their unexpected
and miraculeus delivery.

But the most powerful enemy of the Christians
at this time was Zengui, the celebrated founder
of the Atabeck dynasty, and who had established
himself in Mosul, Alep, and other Syrian cities,
from whence he threatened the Christians, by the
boldness of his troops, and the skill with which he
led them to battle. The city of Edessa bad for a
long time tempted his rapacity and ambition ; and
the weakness of the young prince, Jocelin, son of
Jocelin de Courtenay, now afforded him a favour-
able opportunity for attempting its conquest.

At a moment when the city and its prince were
sunk in a treacherous feeling of security, Zengui
surprised them from their slumbers, and immedi-
ately prepared for the assault. What added to
the terror of the inhabitants, was the absence of

B2
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Jocelin, with his principal nobles, at his country
seat, and succours were in vain looked for, either
from him, or any of the distant Christians. The
siege was therefore carried on by the Saracens
with every certainty of success ; but, though scarce-
ly a hope remained to the inhabitants of being long
able to hold out, his summons to surrender was
proudly rejected. They then prepared themselves,
by mutual exhortations, to suffer as martyrs, ra-
ther than fall into the hands of the infidel ; and in
this disposition Zengui found them, when, after a
siege of twenty-eight days, he forced the barriers,
and entered the city with his victorious army. A
terrible massacre followed this event. From the
rising of the sun, to three o’clock in the afternoon,
the slaughter continued without intermission ; and
the Moslems celebrated their trinmph, as that of
Mahomet and his faith, over a race of people who
adored a stone, or an empty sepulchre. But the
trinmph of the chief was of short duration; and
e perished by the hands of his slaves, soon after
he departed from Edessa.

The death of Zengni encouraged Jocelin to at-
tempt the recovery of Edessa ; and having collected
some of his most faithful followers, he succeeded in
making his way into the city during a dark night ;
and, opening the gates to the rest of his party, he
regained possession of his capital. But the at-
tempt, though thus far successful, threatened them
with immediate ruin. Nourredin, one of the sons
of the late conqueror, suddenly appeared before
Edesea. The messengers which the prince had sent
to implore the aid of the Christian brethren had
not been prosperous in their mission ; and he found
bimself enclosed in a place which, being wpro-
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vided with the necessary means of defence, served
a8 a prison, in which he and his companions were
prevented from escaping the fury of their enemies,
rather than as a fortress, in which they bad any
chance of resisting his attacks.

In this state of despair, no hope of safety ap-
peared to present itself, butin an attempt at flight.
Means were therefore immediately taken to rem<
der the enterprise as safe as circumstances would
allow. In the middle of the night the gates were
silently opened. The impatient multitude has-
tened forth, followed by Jocelin and the soldiers,
and made the best of their way towards the
of the enemy. But before they had left the city
a sufficient time to allow of their escape through
the slumbering ranks of the besiegers, the Sara-
cens, who had retained posseesion of the citadel,
were roused by the trampling of the fugitives,
and, calling to arms, instantly pursued them. Nour-
redin, by this time apprised of what was going
on, rushed upon the Christians with the foremost
of his troops, and rage and despair prevailed on
every side of the gloomy battle-field. The dark.
ness of the night, however, greatly assisted the
Christians, whose little band of warriors would
otherwise have been crushed under the numerous
forces of the Moslem. Having succeeded in forc.
ing a passage, several of the fugitives fled into the
neighbouring plains, but were pursued and slangh-
tered by the enemy ; so that before the conflict
was ended, thirty thousand Christians had perished
in the contest for Edessa, and no less than sixteen
thousand been made prisoners. Nourredin banish-
ed all who remained in the city, and destroyed its
citadel, its ramparts, and churches.



24 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

Our attention must now be directed to ‘the ris-
ing inflience of the Hospitallers and Templars,
who, by uniting in the closest manner, all the duties
of monks with those of warriors, became the fore-
most supports of the Holy State. The origin of
these orders is traced back to the year 870, when a
monk named Bernhard instituted an hospital in
the valley of Jehosaphat, near the church of Saint
Mary, for the reception of pilgrims from the West.
This edifice was gradually enlarged through the
succeeding centuries, and became an extensive mo-
nastery, to which the piety of its inhabitants added
another hospital for their poor brethren, and dedi-
cated it to St John, the Patriarch of Alexandria.

About the time when Jerusalem was first reco-
vered from the Saracens, Gerbard of Provencearriv-
ed'in the Holy City and determined to devote him-
self to the sexvice of his fellow-believers in the hos-

ital of St John. But so great was his charity, that

e extended it even to unbelievers,and every tongue
spoke the praises of his incomparable benevolence.
Several young cavaliers united themselves with this
excellent man; and, separating from the monastery
which confined their exertions within too narrow
a circle, they took a particular vow, and assumed
a black babit, with a white croes worked upon the
breast, as the garment of their order. With the
most faithful devotion to their office, they relieved
the poor, attended the sick and wounded, and sup-
ported the infirm, wherever they wereto be met
with. Their self-denial and patience of fatigue
aided them in their benevolent pursuits ; and when
Godfrey saw the good they were every where
diffasing by their pious labours, he bestowed
upon the order the rich lordship of Montboire
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-in Brabant.. Baldwip also bestowed upon -them
a part of the booty which he obtained in his
victaries over the Moslems; and by these gifts
and those of succeeding princes, the Poor Knights
of Saint John acquired posseesions of great value

and extent. The order, consequently, was short- .

ly after established in Europe ; and several houses
dedicated to its service were erected in Sicily,
Spain, and various parts of Italy. But with
the possession of wealth, it lost its primitive sim-
plicity and usefulness ; and by a bull of the Pope,
which freed it from subjection to the Patriarch of
Jerusalem, room was made for the introdwction of
corraption and imisrule.

Gerhard died in the reign of Baldwin the First,
and Raymond Dupuy was chosen to.succeed him
a8 chief of the order. The disposition of the new
master was Jess mild and humble than that of the
founder ; and having remodelled’ the statutes, to
which he added many new obligations, he made it
a part of the Hospitallers’ duty to fight against the
infidel as well as attend the sick. But his laws
were marked by great severity ; and the discipline
which be inculcated was fitted to raise the dignity,
and support the pretension of the order. To those
of the brethren who performed the functions of
religion, be gave directions that they were to per-
form all their offices in white garments, and exer-
cise their duty with becoming seriousnees and re-
gularity. The Grand Master, who possessed a

general authority over all the affairs of the order,

was to be obeyed in the most uniform manner;
and to him it belonged to preside in the supreme
council, in which he had two votes, and to appoint
all the officers concerned in the affairs of the so-
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ciety, whether in Palestine, or in any of the states
of Europe. With regard to the common members
of the order, they ‘were forbidden to wear any
costly raiment, especially the skins of wild beasts ;
in which probibition, it seems probable, allusion
was made to the passion which bad long existed
among persons of rank for rich and expensive furs.
In their journeys, they were directed to travel two
or three together ; but to choose their companions,
not according to their private likings, but as their
undertaking might be best promoted by their asso-
ciates. When they came to any place in which
there was a house belonging to the order, they
were obliged to take up their lodgings with the
.brethren, be content with whatever fare was set
before them, and not wander about to seek amny
better accommodation. A curious diréction in
also added to the above, namely, that they should
each of them provide bimself with a light, which
he should take care to keep burning during the
night near where he slept, lest his life might be
put in danger by the wicked enemy. The errors
into which any of the brethren might fall, were
punished with the severest penances; and bread
and water were, during a certain time of their mor-
tification, the only nourishment allowed them. The
general habit of the order has been already men-
tioned ; but soon after its assuming a military cha~
racter, those who engaged in war were allowed to
wear a scarlet surcoat, with an embroidered cross
of silver.

A.D. 1119. While the Hospitallers, or Knights
of Saint John, were rising into power and distinc-
tion, another order of a similar nature was gra-
dually preparing to rival it, both in splendour and
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influence. Among the many brave knights who
bad followed Godfrey to Jerusalem, there were
nine whose deep piety and fervent devotion to the
cause of the faithful acted as a strong incitement to
their uniting with each other in strict and affection-
ste friendship. Hugo of Payence, and Godfrey of
Saint Omer, were at the head of this little band
of pious warriors ; and they bound themselves by
a vow to pass a life of chastity and humiliation ; to
fight for the protection of the objects which clalm«
ed their veneration ; and travel through the most
dangerous and least defended parts of the Holy
Land in fortherance of their devout profession.
In the reign of Baldwin the Second, when a great
number of other knights professed their desire to
associate themselves with these noblemen, the so~
ciety subjected itself to the rules of Saint Augus-
tine ; and the King, in order to encourage an in-
stitution so calculated to increase the glory of his
reign, and assist in the general advancement of the
Christian cause, gave the members of the new es-
tablishment a part of his palace for their residence ;
and this beiog near the Temple of Solomon, they
thence took the title of Knights of the Temple, or
Templars. Many valuable benefactions soon in-
ereased the power of this order. Foulgue, Count
of Anjou, had so high an esteem for it, that be
contributed yearly thirty pounds of silver to its
support. Many other noblemen showed an equal
desire to contribute to its splendour and usefal-
ness ; and it continued to increase in importance,
till it' was doubtful whether the valour, or the pride
and luxury of. its members, were the greater.
The manner in which these monks of chivalry
were introduced to their order, recalls to our recol-
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leetion what has been already snid respecting the
ceremonies generally performed at the admissien
of any chevalier to the honour of knightheod.
But, in the present case, the spirit of the warrier
was entirely subjected to the vows of the religion-
Ist; whereas, in others, it was allowed as much
freedom as it could desire, if they were ready so
assist the church in its particular extremities. . .
When a noviciate was to be admitted to the or-
der of the Templars, the chapter of the society
met during the night in some church er chapel ;
and the customary rites having been performed,
the knight who presided sent two of his brethren
to demand of the candidate, if he desired to.be
sdmitted into the erder ? This message was three
times repeated ; and the novice having, in returs,
asked for bread and water as many times, he was
introduced to the assembly of the brethrem, and
the president then addressed him in this manner ¢
¢ The perils which you will have to meet, in pnr-
suance of the vows you are about to take, are ma~
ny and imminent. The rules of our order, alse,
are severe and strict. You will have to suffer hun~
ger and thirst, when you desire to eat and drink 3
to watch when you wish to sleep, and to pass into
another.country, when you desire to remain in the
one where you are dwelling.” Having thus warn«~
ed him of the hardships to which he would expose
himself, by becoming their associate, the echief
continued : “ Is it your desire to become a knighs
of this order? Are you sound of body? ' Are
you married, or under an engagement of marriage?
Do you belong to any other order ? Have yom
any debts which you or your friends are not able
to pay? If the answers to these inguirics were
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sach as satisfied the' chapter, the candidate was
next called upon to take the following oath :—¢ I
ewear to devote my conversation, my strength,
sd my life, to defend the faith of one God, and
the mysteries of the Gospel. I promise to be sub-
missive and obedient' to the Grand-master of the
order. Whenever the Saracens shall attack any

ions of the Christians, I will pass the seas
to deliver my brethren. I will render the aid of

iy arm to the church and to kinge, in battle a-
guinst the infidel. Whenever I am opposed by but
tlree ememies, I will combat with them, and never
flve ; I will contend with them alome, i they be
infidels.”

* The duties which the Templar imposed upon
hiniself by thie oath, rendered him, if religion could
in any instance be propagated by the sword, the
most faithfal missionary the ehurch ever had. The
foundation of all his other obligations was, to war
without ceasing eguinst the disbelievers; and so
strongly were they bound ‘to consider this by the
exhibition of the highest Christian virtue, that they
were not permitted to proceed to battle without
having taken part in' the celebration of the mest
oty ‘ordinances of religion.

- The influence of these orders upon the affairs
of Christendom, was as prejudicial both to private
and general piety, as it was favourable to the
sehemes of & corrupt church. When chivalry was
fris institited, it may be argued with justice, the
power which the ‘ministers of religion acquired
over thé turbulent spirits of the age, contributed
to restrain their violence within narrower limits,
and 10 soften meny of the barbareus usages of war.
Bus here religion, or the veice of her ministers,

VOL. IL c
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was in opposition to that of the men who delight-.
ed in-blood and violence. It consecrated their
swords, only that it might prevent their being
drawn, when truth and justice manifestly forbade
the conflict ; and, if it sometimes roused the war-.
rior to battle, its commands were always mingled
wjth some sentiment that gave at lesst an outward
of humanity to the valour and desperation
of knightly prowess. But when the church began
to regard the sword as her rightful weapon against
the infidel, and taught the bloody doctrines of war
as a part of her ritual, the most cruel dispositions
of man’s nature were better ends to salvation than-
the purest breathings of the spirit; the blood of
bis Saviour was bardly more efficacious in the
work, than that which he made to flow from the
heart of the disbeliever; and the best sign which
he could -give of faith, and all the graces which
should accompany it, was the joy he felt in tram-
pling to death the miserable objects of his wrath.
Much, of course, must still have depended on
the personal dispositions of the individuals who
composed the religious orders of knighthood. Hu-
manity is not easily perverted by rules which eon-
tradict its laws; and many instances were no
doubt continually occurring, in which these cham-
pions of Christendom, who, by the laws of their
society, were to suffer degradation if they with-
drew their hand from the work of destruction,
manifested a love of mercy, and only the generous
virtues which belonged to chivalry in its purest
forms. But in theory, the principles upon which
the military orders of the church were established,
struck at the heart of all that was good and ex-
cellent in her profession, and converted the bra~




AND THE CRUSADES. 81

very of soldiers into the savage cruelty of fanatics.
What was to be expected from such a system ?
In a short time, the feelings exhibited by the foun-
ders of the institutions, men of pious and entha-
siastic, but bumble dispositions, were no longer
to be seen exercising any influence over their dis-
ciples ; pride and licentious luxury rendered their
vows of poverty, and every rule of their discipline,
a mere mockery ; continual and destructive con-
.tests: were waged between the members of the one,
and those of the other fraternity ; and before any
very long period was past, the church itself was
obliged to take into consideration the scandalous
vices of which its warlike children were accused
of committing. -
- . In the establishment of the monkish orders of
chivalry, the principles in which chivalry iteelf
-commenced reached their full and most perfect
.development ; they had triumphed completely over
-every barrier to their diffasion. In the first stage
of their progress, they had created a religious sol-
diery ; in the second, and more remarkable one,
they raised up a military priesthood. The flower
of European knights took upon themselves the
vows of a monastic life, renounced every object of
heope or ambition which was not in common with
those of their order ; and, retaining all their pas-
sion for war, wild adventure and desperate daring,
were snbject to a discipline of self-denial, penitence,
and humility, which might vie in strictness with
those of any of the purely religious fraternities.
The eloquent preacher of the Second Crusade de-
seribed them as in every way answering to what
was to be expected from a society composed ac-
cording to the strictest rules of ecclesiastical dis-
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cipline. ¢ They live,” he said, * without having
‘any thing a8 their own, not even their will. - Sim-
ply clad and covered with dust, their countenance
sppears burnt with the beat of the sun, and is
haughty and severe. When they approach to battle,
they arm themselves with faith inside, and with
‘fire outside ; their courage is wnshaken in danger,
and they fear neither the strength nor the number
of their enemies. They plaee their whole trust in
the God of armies; and in fighting for- his. glory,
they seek a certain victory, or 8 hly llld honour-
able death.

But it may reasonably be donlmd whethes chi-
valry did not suffer greatly by this - umion of its
light and brilliant spirit, with the stramge and un-
natural institations of which we are speaking. . Its
gallantry, its gay and festive bearing, its comrte-
ousness and grace, were changed for severer cha-
‘racteristics ; but in most cases they were barsered
for only an affected severity of manners, and thus
knighthood lost its best and brightess principle,
the devotion to trath—its fearless and constant
“following of what was esteemed generous and me-
‘morable. Bound to the observance of rules which
they were continually tempted to violate, they at
‘Jast became schooled in the same arts of hypo-
crisy as their ecclesiastical predecessors; and the
proud, noble-hearted knight, learnt to look with
little horror on a species of trickery which it il
became a fearless and honourable knight to prae-
tise. By giving him, however, a rubric for his
guide, instead of the pure and simple precepts
which had hitherto been deemed sufficient to
‘s knight through all temptations and difficulties,
the feeling of personal responsibility, and the we-
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fnement and delicacy of honour, founded on.per-
sonal feeling, were greatly weakened ; and a eold
snd formal observance of chivalrous maxims sup-
plied- the place of that willing service which had
been yielded by the primitive knights, and in the
days of their freedom.

This is 2 most important epoch in the history
of chivalry ; and it is deserving of a much longer
consideration than can be here given to it. The
power which the Roman Pontiffs acquired by the
institation of military orders of churchmen, was of
the utmost consequence to their security and gran-
deur. While the Christians of Palestine rejoiced
in the incresse and establishment of champions in
whom they had reason to place the utmost con-
fidence, Europe had another chain forged for
her by the same occarrence; and the free dif-
fasion of trath was rendered more distant than
-ever by the boldness with which the great spi-
ritual oppressor of the nations was now enabled
to defy all enemies whatsoever. The influence of
the powerful combination thus effected between
the church and the chivalry of Europe, was not, it
is true, immediately taken advantage of ; but the
discovery of what might be performed by such a
wunion was early made, and no means were left un-
employed by the Court of Rome to pursue the
prize which seemed offered to its eager grasp. It
is impossible to measure the exact extent to which
any one event influences those which follow ; but
it is not unlikely that the tyranny of the Popes

“would have been destroyed centuries before it was,

bad is not been for the principle introduced at the

time’ of which we are speaking; the principle.

namely, of making avow;d religionists of the me
c
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who could best fight for the interests of she churels.
It is also equally probable, that the doctrine, which
made it an act of the greatest devotion that a
churchman could perform, to slaaghter ss. many
Moelems as he was able, afforded no slight nouw-
risbment to the furious spirit of persecution, which,
a few centuries after, poured itself out, like a vial
of wrath, upon the states of Earope. It had been'
declared by the authority of ‘popes and cardinals,
that the sword ought net to be sheathed while diss
believers were in the way of the church, or op-
posed the conquering progress of her sons. The
right, in 2 word, of blood-shedding bad been le-
galised by the moat sacred of princes, and of bloodw
shedding from metives purely religious or eoclesis
astical. When circumstances therefore arose, which
turned the attention of the church towards heree
tics instead of infidels, or rather towards those of
its own community, who hated its corruptions, -
it made no hesitation in dooming the offenders to
destruction ; it had familiavized iteelf to the slaugh~
ter of its opponents ; and there was nothing strange
in the sight of blood, so long as it flowed from
men who disbelieved .in its pretensions to lnivea-
sal power, and infallible righteousness.

It was about this period, also, that the gv‘
theatre of Christian conflict had another set of we~
tors upon its stage. We can but barely atiude so -
that extraordinary people, the Ismaelians of Pereia
and Syria, or, as they are more genenllyunmd,
the Assassins ; but Oriental antiquarians hsve a-
greedmdescnb them as a race of famatics, of
whom it is difficult to say whether they were mere
remarkable for their desperate’ acts of valeur, er
their devotion and attachment to their chief. They
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bed their arigia in ¢he multiplied disputes which s
rose among the disciples of Mahomeet, almost the
moment he expired, and acknowledged as their foun-
der,. Hassan, the son of Sabbah, & native of Che~
neesn. Seon after the fimt Crusads, they esta-
blished 2 celony between Tripoli end Tortosa ;
and to the chief of this band, the Christians gave
the appelistien of the Oid Mun of the Mountins,
The advemturous enterprises whkich were wm~
dertsken by the folewers of this prince, surpassed
the wildest achievements of the knights of Chnise
tendom; and no instance cam perhaps be firind
of -sacl & complete prestration of self-will end
ressen to the command of another, as was exhi~
bited by the subjects of she Old Man of the Mesn.
dainsx: From his ten castles near Mount Libanus,
he diffused terror, by the fame of his exploits, over
Eurepe as well as Awia. He bad ouly sixty thou~
ssnd subjects ;; but they were armed with daggers,
which, at the signal ef their chief, they were ready
to-plant in the hearts of monarchs on their thrones,
and to make their way throngh the most fearfal
ils to effect their object. The means which he
employed to gain this complete ascendancy
over the minds- of his people, were appeals to the
imagimation, which it only required & belief im his
divine mission to remder omnipotent. Paradise
was seen opening its golden portals to the faithful
meiesionary of his will ; and that hope might not
grow sick with too longm expectation of delight,
the passage was spread with the real luxuries of
life. When the appetite was in danger of flagging,
it was stimulsted by delicious liquors ; and m the
moment of mommuon, the objecte most calcula-
ted to inflame desire were presented before the

\
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deluded votary, ‘as evidences to the tmth of tbo
propbet 8 doctrines.

By these artifices the Ismaelians were ahke  pre=
pared to serve their chief, whether he called them
to the banquet or the battlefield; whether tor
listen " to his promises of felicity, or undertake the
secret destruction of his enemies. The inventions
which they employed to effect their purposes were
frequently as remarkable as the courage
for the execution. They professed any religion,
when it might serve to assist their designs; tra-
velled under every variety of disguise, and intro-
duced themselves into houses and palaces, as pro-
fessors of all kinds of learned arts. A curious in-
stance of this facility in personating the character
required, is related by M. Jourdain. A celebrated
Persian doctor, says he, was accused of secretly
inclining to the doctrines of the bated Ismaelians.
“To clear himself of an accusation so- dangerous to
his reputation and his life, he mounted a pulpity
and publicly declared his innocence, by pronouncing
several maledictions against the sect. Information
of tlis occurrence having been conveyed to the
chief of the Assassins, who had -emissaries ready
to give him intelligence of whatever was done by
his most distant friends or enemies, he charged
one of his faithful guards with the duty of taking
revenge on the learned Persian.

The Ismaelian having ‘gained an introduction
into the house of his intended victim, continued
there seven monthe, no opportunity occurring in
that time to aid him in his purposes. One day,
however, being alone with the doctor, he sudden-
ly fastened the doors of the apartment, drew his

dagger, and precipitating himself upon the aste-
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sished Persian, held him down by sitting on his
breast. The doctor demanded the reason of this
violence, smd the Assassin replied, « I intend to
-rip thee up from the navel to the breast. "~—¢ For
what reason ? " said the Persian ; and he was im-
formed that intelligence had reached his master
of the carses which he had publicly proneunced
sgainst the Ismaelians. Without hesitation, the
docter denied having spoken willingly against
them ; and the Assassin, freeing him from his grasp,
said, « I had ne order to kill thee; if it bad been
otherwise, I should not have delayed or failed
to do it. Know, now, that Mohammed salutes
thee ; be desires thet you would bonour him by
coming to his castle; you will then becoms em
sll-powerfal goveraor, far he will ebey thee blindly.”
To this strange salutation he added, “ We reckan
‘a8 nothing the discourse of the peeple. Their
insults have no effect upon us; but for you,
you ought not to speak against us, or to censuve
our conduct ; for your words imprint themselves
i ‘our hearts, s the lines of the graver ou the
‘stone. "~ It is impessible,” replied the doctor,
% that I should go to the castle; but I will wil-
lingly promise to speak no more in a manuer that
may be displeasing to. your sovereign.” At hese-
ing which, the Assasein drew from his girdle three
bundred and sixty pieces of gold, and said, “ Be-
hold your pension for a.year; and it has beea re-
solved by the swblime divan that you sheuld every
year receive a.like sum. . I have aleo with me two
robes of yemen, which your domestics must teke, for
our master sent them for you.” Having said this,
the Ismaelian instantly dissppeared, and the decter
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continued for several years to receive the pronmd
nsion.

The terror with which the Old Man of the Moun-
uins inspired his enemies, rendered him a-valuable
-ally; and his assistance was often sought by mo-
- narchs, who found the power and wealth of a king-
dom unable to effect what the chief of the Ismael-
ians could perform by a word. The Cbristian
princes did not disdain to employ his resources
against their foes ; and as there was a bitter en-
mity existing between the tribe of the Assassins
and the Turks of Syria, the former were not un-
willing to unite with the crusaders in their assault
on the Mussulman cities. To Baldwin the Seeond
they offered to give Damascus, which they agreed
to assist him in surprising, in exclunge for Tyre
but six thousand of them fell in the defetted
scheme.. Paneas, however, was delivered up to the
. Christians by an Ismaelian governor; and the
prince of Moussul was murdered in the middle of
a mosque, to do them pleasure.

But to return to our narrative: The fall of
Edessa filled the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the
other Christian cities with dismay. It formed,
with Antioch, the strongest barrier which they
possessed againat the power of the Moslem ; and
when they heard of its destruction, they wept in
despair, as if the enemy might be hourly expected
st their gates. The military spirit which bad
glowed so fervently in the first year of their con-
quest, loet much of its ardour as the nobles began
to settle themselves in their several possessions ;

* @ Lettre 3 M. Michaud, sur les Assassins, M. Am,
Jourdain. P
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and the infirmities of Foulque of Anjou, by pre-

venting him from pursuing his advantage with the

vigour of more active princes, contributed to hasten

the decline of martial prowess. The Templars

and Hospitallers had, it is true, arisen as the cham-

pions of the faith; but they were not yet suffi-

ciently numerous to stem the torrent which seem-

ed ready to pour down on all sides from the high

places of Mahometan power. = With the successes

of the valorous Zengui, the Moslems recovered

their hopes, and began to regard the Christians as

less invincible than they had hitherto conceived

them to be. The concord, also, which several of.
the Mahometan chiefs found it necessary to en-

courage among themselves, contributed greatly to

augment their force, and make it more formidable

to their former conquerors. None of these cir~
cumstances escaped the attention of the Christians,

who, having once lost the enthusiastic idea of their

ifvincibility, fell at once into the most gloomy

despondence. Miraculous signs in the heavens,

which invariably presented themselves, when ei-
ther success or misfortune wrought much upon the,
feelings of the faithful, added to the general notion,
of some great and imminent peril ; and the Church
in the East again cried for succour to the princes
of Europe. .
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CHAPTERIIL
SAINT BERNARD—THE SECOND CRUSADE:

A.D.1147. ForTyY-EIGHT years had now pase-
ed since the Holy City had been made the prize:
of Christian courage. During that period, it had
been threatened with many calamities, as the capi-
tal of the sacred territory, butit- was still unshales.
‘The excitement, in the mean time, which had Grsy
roused the Christians of Europe to undertake its
delivery, eontinued unsbated ; and thousands who
had before been deterred by their dread of the in-
fidél from attempting the journey, now dared to
look forward, with devout hnticipation, to the peacs
they should win while worshiping at the sepuichre
of the Saviowr. - =~ = IR
It was with feelings of the deepest consterna-
tion, therefore, that the faithful heard of the suc-
cess which attended the arms of the Saracens,. A
fearful apprehension pervaded the Christian world
, that Jerusalem, with all its venerable edifices, so
lately reconsecrated by the prayers of the be-
lievers, was again about to fall a sacrifice to the
Moslem. In the meantime hospitals had arisem,
and bands of holy men established themselves a-
round the sepulchre of the Saviour, to worship him
by their deeds of charity, as well as prayers.
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Charches and monasteries invited Christians from
all quarters of the world to enter their wide-spread
portals; and the remembrance of bow much had
been done and suffered by the faithful soldiers of
the Cross, gave the sanctity of a martyr's grave to
the whole land of Palestine. -

Thus glorious, both in its present as well as an-
cient state, every report of its danger was regard-
ed by the most zealous of the Western Christians,
48 8 summons to renew the contest with the infi-
del. There were many circamstances in the situ-
ation of the European princes favourable at this
time to the project of a second crusade. Their
characters were, for the most pact, rendered impe-
tnous by a love of war, and the haughty spirit of
independence ; but the church, either by its laws
or its authomy, held them in close subjection to
her will ; and, from the two opposing principles
thus kept in constant operation, feelings were
created which fitted the proudest and niost power--
fal nobles for a warlike pilgrimage.

In commencing the history of the secoud great
expedition to the Holy Laud, a new set of actors
present themselves tp vur notice ; and we are inte-
rested by observing the strong likeness which ex-
ists between the different generations of enthusias-
tic devotees who wrought in the same field. Ur-
ban, the politic instigator of the former crusade,
had been long dead ; and Eugeniua the Third was
now on the Papal throne. According to the an-
cient historian,* he was filled with the most pious
desire to promote the glory of God ; and having &
paternal solicitude for his afflicted children in the

* William of Tyre.
VOL. II. D
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Bast, heé formed the design of summoning the faith-
ful to undertake their cause. The situation of Eu-
genius at this period afforded some reason for his
desiring to excite a spirit of enthusiasm in Europe.
His tranquillity bad been disturbed, as well as Ur-
ban’s, by the pretensions of an anti-Pope ; and a
busy spirit of sedition and heresy was abroad in
several quarters of the Pontifical States. Nothing
oould be so well adapted to destroy this dan-
gerous inclination to disunion’ in the church, as
am enterprise, which, by engaging personal ambi-
thon' or vanity on the side of devotion, might re-
vive the flame, and restore them to obedience. It
is not improbable, that the Roman See would have
lost its power over the churches of Europe long
before the great revolution which stripped it of so
much of its authority, had it not been for the cru-
sades. An opinion of this kind seems to bave ex-
isted in the minds of the Pontiffs, who exerted
their influence so strenuously in their favour;
and the finest and most favourite stroke of policy
in these spiritual rulers during the middle ages, ap-
pears to have been the subjecting of princes so to
the power of the church, that they must either
break with it, and so be fit objects for its ana-
themas, or yield to its penances, and be the fore-
most in supporting the views which might best
serve its intentions.

But the most remarkable of the personages with
whom we have now to do was Saint Bernard. This
celebrated man was born of a noble family of Bur-
gundy. His mother was conspicuous for her piety
agd benevolence ; and the disposition of this her
favourite son was in accordance with her own mild
pnd devout temper. * From his earliest age, he de-
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lighted in solitade and reflection ; and his medita-
tions were attended even in youth with celestial
visions.. On one Christmas evening, after he had
been long reflecting on the mystery of the incarna-
tion, and other sacrad subjects, he bebeld our. Sa-
viour in a dream, as if still in his mortal infancy,;
and the sight so charmed him, that be thenceforth
conld think of nothing, but how to serve God in
the best way he. might.

After various doubts and temptatwnc, he formed
the determination of entering the monastery of Ci-
teaux. This resolution he shortly after communi-
cated to his brothers and several friends ; .and so
delighted were they by hia persuasive eloqnenca,
that they resolved, to the number of thirty, to for-
sake the world, and unite with their friend in de-
voting themselves to a life of holivess. Only one
of the saint’s hrothers remained bebind with their
aged father, who had some time before .lost his
wife ;. and when they. bade the child farewesll, tell-
ing him thas they left bim to enjoy all the wealth
of the paternal. house,. for that they. were going to
seek 2 beavenly inberitance, be told them that the
change wonld be an unfair one for. him; and . soon
after followed them, and assumed the habit of '
monk.

The piaus exercises and continual susterisies to
which Saint Bernard subjected himself, rendered
him in a short.time the wonder of the society to
which he belonged, and his repatation spread far
and near. His food was, both at this and in the
after periods of his life, only coarse bread softened
in warm:water. The mortification which he coms
sidered.it his duty to. practise, extended not only
to his foad and bedily. comforts, bat:to- his, mental
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esjoyments. Thus, one day be bappened to be -
sited by some lay frieads, and, betrayed into for-
getfulness, he was guilty of the sin of being w-
-mused with their conversation. For this offence,
-he bound himself to a rigid pensnce for twentr
five days, and during that time would continuslly
‘prostrate himself before the altar, and there pray
dong and fervently for pardon. This constant en-
deavour to abstract his thoughts from every thing
external was at length successful ; and he is . re-
ported to bave been 8o insensible to surrounding
objects, that he knew not whether his cell was
xoofed, or naked to the sky——whether it had one, or
three windows. An instance of his blindness 1o
-whatever affects the senses was also afforded, when
‘e ome day rode to visit the brethren of a neigh-
bouring monsstery. A monk who came to meet
-him, was surprised at seeing the saint mounted on
& horee, which, for its splendid accoutrements, it
-only became & knight or a baron to ride. On ex-
pressing his astonishment at the circumstance, the
y Bernard expressed his also ; but explained the
anystery by saying, he bad borrowed the horse, and
dad forgotten to see whether it bad a bridle e
saddle of any sort. :

" The celebrity which he acquired by his devout
«haracter, and the humility of spirit for which he
‘was equally famous, attracted the regard of Hugh,
-Earl of T and that nobleman founded a me-

for{iminthe midet of a wild and lonely
district, about eleven leagues from Lavgres ia
g::g-gm Having been appointed abbot of this
ired spot, he proceeded thither with several of
his companions, who sang hynmns of thankegiving
ns they travelled to their new residence. It was
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with ‘the greatest diffitulty they provided them:
selvés with food or-shelter when they arrived at
Clairveux, the name afterwards given to the dis-
trict. But the commencement of their subjection
to .Saint Bernard's rules was a fit introduction: to
what followed. The only nourishment they wére
slowed - to- reeeive, was coarse bread made of
the bad corn which they cultivated themselves:
Frequently they had not even this, and they were
then obliged: to live on heech.nuts, vetches, and’
even the leaves of trees, which they boiled .into a
sort of soup. These austerities were at length
carried so far, that those of the little community,
who wanted somewhat of the strength and fervour
which distinguished the.chief of the new order, be-
gan-to complain of their decaying frames ; and the
abbot wisely discovered his error, and lightened the
heavy: load: he had placed upon his feeble brethren.
Bat. he would not allow himself the same indul-
gence which he granted others. He weuld con-
tinually say to those with whom he conversed on
the subdject, «“ Did you know what is required of
s monk, you would not eat a moreel of bread that
was not firet moistened with your tears.” And
when - any one desired admittance to his order,
be was accustomed to observe, « If you desire to
enter this house,. yon must leave your body with-
outt—only spirits can enter here. ”

- The ‘health of* the ‘saiut was speedily deotroyed
by his abstinence, and he was frequently at the
point of death. On one of these occasions, the
good Bishop of Challons, who admired him for his
great plety, contrived to save him from the grave,
by an-ingenious artifice. Having obtained from
the Pope a right to order and conwrol the custome

D2



ready to sink into she grave; and it was- only by
the cematant beaming forth of his devout end rap-
turous spirit, that he could be regarded as a living
being. Notwithstanding his constant bodily in-
firmities; he lshoured wncessingly in the duties of
of the proudest snd most diesoluta hearers to his
holy purpose ; and sach was his fame, thet prisces
and even bishops would call upon hime bo -setile
any dJiaputes which might arise between them. As
a controversialist, his talents were employed on the
most trying occasions ; and he was long engaged in
combating the ecrom of the celebrated Abeleard,
wha at this time distarbed the church by his wovel
and heretical opinions. Bat the learning of Ber-
anrd derived its chiof foree from the soltary me-
ditation to which he devated se many of his heurs ;
and he was accmatomed to say, thet the treés of
the lonely forest were hia only masters in the
seriptures. :

The monsstery at Clairvanx, having such a die-
Ainguished saint for its abbet,. gressly incressed in
the number of its austere inhabitants ; and the fame
«of the order reached England, Spein, Italy, and

- o o o - - = - . — —
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Germany, in all of which countries establishments
were shortly afier founded, and governed accord-
ing to its severe rules.
* But the power of Bernard's eloquence and re-
patation was now about to be tried in a still more
conspicuous mainer than it had hitherto been
done. Letters and ambassadors bad arrived from
the distressed Christians of Jerusalem and Antioch,
ing for immediate aid in preserving the
Hely Land from the srms of the infidel. The ear-
meet and afflicting style of these addresses moved
the bearts of all men; and it was the general per-
suasion that immediate measures should be taken
for sending a powerful armament of Christian war-
riors to'

The King of France sppeared as a fit and will-
ing Jeader for the expedition. Godfrey of Bouillon
Mad been insti to assume the cross, from
s remerseful penitence at having insulted the
wacred authority of the Pope. The same feeling
was st this time operating on the mind of -the
‘young King Louis VII. In a war with ons of his
rebellions baroms, the Count of Champagne, he
had pursued his vengeance in spite of the com-
mands of the Pontiff, and the exhortations of his
bishops: In the siege of the city of Vitry, he had
put many bundreds of the innocent inbabitants to
denth; and ended a contest,, ntidettaken to support
the  just pretensions of the crown, by acts of the
moss flagitions violence.

A universal consternation reigned through the
states of his kingdom as Louis returmed from this ca-
lamitous war. He was met on all sides by the la-
‘mentationsof hissubjects, and the reprobation of the
clergy. The boly Beraard himself wrote to him -
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the accasion, and no mgans were, spared to conyines
him of the crime of which he -bad been guilty,
For some time these appeals were ineffectual, but at
last they reached his heart, His. repentance was
then as violent and uncontrollable ss his craelty had
been.  He wept. continually at the thopghs..of his
offences ; refused to partake of any.-pleasure or
even -nourishmens, and no. longer regarded. wish
satisfaction. any,of his former pursuits. -Every
measure was employed to nestore his’mind.ta seme-
degree of tranquillity ; but noshing availed,. sill- the.
latters of the Eastegn: Christians, and the-exhontan-
tions of. Eugenius, published the eall to.a se<
cond crusade.

During the festival of Chmtmas, Lmunnmon-v.
ed. an assambly of prelates snd barons at Bourges,
and declared to the august meeting his intentiow -
of .setting off forthwith to the Holy Land. The -
aunouncewent. was heard with surprise ; and some
of the.bishops and noblemen present hesitated
whether or not 1o approve of the design. Suger,
the Abbot.of Saint Denis, saw.much te dresad im
the kingdom’s being left withont a ruler, and zeal-
ously advised the. impetuous mouarch te consider:
well the consequences of the step, before he vem-
tured upon such a.ditficult, and, in all respects,
perilous undertaking. Not haviag sufficient au-
thority, however, to sway the king by his own
advice, he persuaded him to -seck the- couasel of
Bernard, which was done; and the .holy ablet
returned an anawer, exhoning the King to pur-
sue a course so useful to Christendom and cre-
ditable to his piety. The Pope havieg-been -alep
applied to respecting the King's intention, retrns
ed a similar answer; snd another sseambly was
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wamened to moet at Vezelay, a small town
Ba .
" The Pontiff, owing to the circumstances of the
epal domimions, was obliged, like his predecessor
Urban, to excuse himself from partaking actively
in the enterprise, and even from personally attend-
ing the present meeting. Bat he deputed his au
ity and the support of the canse to Bernard.
He also sent letters to all the princes of Europe,
beseechirg their aid, and promised the same re-
wards to those who should now assume the cross,
#s had been offered at the preaching of the firet
cusade. The adviee which accompanied these
exhortations and promises, was creditable to the
good sense and policy of Eugenins. Many of the
miseries suffered in the former expedition were
the result of the thoughtlessness of the knights
and others who led the forces. He cantioned the
chevaliers, therefore, on this occasion, not to bur-
den themselves with hounds and falcons, nor other
useless accompaniments, but to be provided with
goed clothing, armour, horses, and weapone.
Bernard, by his repatation for wisdom and sanc-
tity, bad been often engaged in public affairs of con-
siderable importance, and had had sufficient power
to heal one of the greatest schisms which had ever
oxisted in the charch of Rome. But at the time
when he was called upon to rouse the princes of
Earope to attempt the second restoration of Pales-
tine, he had passed three years in his cell, without
having ever left it, except once in each year, when
he attended the general méeting of his order. His
charcaten, however, and the fervent devotion of his
soul, were better assistants in his work, than either

bodily sweagth or sequaintance with the world ;

.



b0 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

sand with only his piety to suppert bhis .ema-
ciated and einking frame, he commenged bis ar-
duous undertaking. The epiritual eloquence of
this faithful apostle of the crusades, produced the
most astonishing effects ; and hundreds who would
have remained unaffected by proud and studied
orations, were melted into love and obedience by
the humility, the meek and gentle tone, which
distinguished all the addresses of Saint Bernard.

A. D. 1146. The Council of Vezelay took
place at Easter; and the number of knights and
others who attended the meeting was so.greas,
that the city could not afford suflicient room for
the purposes of the assembly. It accordingly ad-
Jjourned to an open field on the descent of p moun-
tain, a short distance from the town, and there,
from a lofty platform, the venerable abbos, sur-
rounded by bishops and princes, addressed the im-
mense audience. His exhortations were received
with repeated exclamations of the well-known
war-cry, ' Tis the will of God! 'Tis the will.of
God!” and when he had finished, the King. of
France, with whom was his consort Eleanor of
Guienne, fell at his knees, and devoutly received
the cousecrated cross from his bands. The uncle
and brother of Louis followed his example, as did
also a crowd of other noblemen. These were imi-
tated by persons of an inferior degree; and euech
was the multitude of those who demanded the
sacred badge of crusaders, that the crosses which
Bernard had brought for the occasion, were not
sufficiently numerous to supply the demand ; and
he, and many other persons present, tore their
vestments to make more of these holy ensj

The success which had thug attended the firs
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éfforts of the Saint, established the high reputa-
tion he had acquired in his monastery. Every
tongue spoke his praises ; and the moment it was
known any where that he was employed in pub-
lishing the crusade, the greatest confidence pre-
vailed as to its prosperous issue. So strongly was
the opinion fixed in the minds of the people that
his sanctity was the best guerdon of success, that
in a council held at Chartres, he was appointed to
be the head and leader of the design. For some
time he resolutely refused to accept of a station
for which he felt himself totally unfit; but the
commands of the Pope prevailed over bis repug-
nance ; and he at length consented to proceed with
the enterprise to which he had already so greatly
contributed.

In prosecution of the design which had been
formed of obtaining the assistance of the most
powerful European princes, Bernard set out for
Germany, immediately after having received the
important charge above mentioned. He arrived
at Spires just as the Emperor Conrade the Third
bhad summoned a diet of the States, to deliber-
ate on the affairs of the empire. The renown
of the missionary secured him respect; but Con-
rade had lately suffered greatly from the disturbed
state of his dominions, and was unwilling to bazard
an enterprise which would require his absence,
and probably plunge his government again into
disorder. Bernard, however, replied to all these
considerations of the Emperor, by assuring him
that the church, which had given him the impe-
rial ecrown, would also take care to preserve him
in its enjoyment; and one day, while performing
service before the princes who composed the diet,
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he burst out into such a passionate dieplay of ele-
quence on the subject so near his heatt, that his
astonished auditors yielded to his persuasions, and
most of them, Conrade being the first to set the
example, threw themselves on: their knees, and
with tears and exclamations of the most devout
emaotion, swore to follow the will of their Saviour,
whithersoever it might carry them. ,

The flame thus kindled, almost instantaneously
enveloped, in one general blaze of wild eothusiasm,
nearly the whole of Germany. Bernard was every
where seen, and his presence produced the effect
of a celestial vision. Miracles were said to attend
his steps ; and the crowds who followed him tore
his garments, in order to possess some relic, how-,
ever trifling, of so glorious a saint. Wherever he
preached, the inhabitauts of the district left their
homes, and assumed the cross, whatever might be
their age or rank in society. The world thus
seemed again to undergo the great moral convul~
sion which had attended the preaching of the first
crusade ; and the progress of all ordinary affairs
was stopped, as being no longer worthy of re-

On the Abbot's returning to France, he found
that, during his absence, the arrangements for the
expedition had made little progress. His pre-
sence, however, quickly restored a spirit of acti-
vity and zeal; and in a meeting held at Etampes,
measures were finally taken for the departure of
the armament. Deputies also from the King of
Sicily, whose dominions had been threatened b
the Saracens, offered to provide the crusaders wi
ships and provisions ; but the chiefs, blind to the
advantages of & route by ses, rejected the valusble
proposal. :

o A L R A e e e e om oai oa
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.,‘I:.uruddivﬁmofht:ow::'ﬁ:'ﬁhnh
and Empelﬂ, sseemb) un i respec-
tive chiefs. at Mentz and Ratisbonne. Bat diffi-
omlties were experienced at the very owtset of the
expedition, from the want of money; and it was
enly by laying large impositions on the Jews, and

hy levying enormous taxes from all classea of peo-
ple, that the enterprise was emsbled to

The migery ta which Louis reduced hia people by
these proceedings, did not hinder his belief ia the
mmofhumdertakms.mdhsdemmmm

hended the direst effects from the procedure of the
King, aud wept over him, ga if he already saw the
misery which would essue from the ili-timed ex-

tion. .
Louis, shortly after this, srived at Cowatanti-

was sttended with many difficalties ; snd a fright~
ful sterm averthrew their tents with destruective
violence, when they had nearly reachad the im-
perial citye  The trowbles, bowever, which as-
ssiled shem en their sdvance to Constautinaple,
mnottobecompuodmththooewlmhpm
ed them from that stage of their joumsey. The
throne of Alexis was occupied by Menuel his
grandeon, who now exexcised the same arts as that
' monarch omployed agsinst .the leaders of the first
cruende. The most bitter hatred existed between
i East and West ; and the
diglike which bad loug been hasbowred by
: E
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rulers of the two' great divisions of the Roman
world, was at present further increased by the ru-
-mour which had gained ground respecting the hostile
intentions of the Gérmans against the successor of
Constantine. In every part of their march, there-
fore; the crusaders found themselves assailed by
the troops of Manuel, who, not daring to proceed
to open warfare, fell upon and destroyed whatever
stragglers were found from the main body, and, by
prohibiting the inhabitants of the cities near which
they passed from farnishing them with provisions,
reduced them to the greatest distress. Wearied
by this harassing march, they reached the moun-
tains of Cappadocia, when they were nearly sink-
ing unto the earth by the united effects of sickness,
fatigue, and want of food; and in this condition
they were obliged to meet the sudden onset of the
Saracens, who had watched their approach, and
now put thousands of them to the sword.

The French, who had been equally convinced
of the perfidy of Manuel as the Germans, pursu-
ed the route of the latter, full of indignation a-
gainst the subtle and deceitfal Greek. As they
approached Nice, rumours reached them of the
fatal defeat of their companions ; and Louis, im-
patient to know the extent of the misfortune, has-
tened to meet the Emperor Conrade in his retreat.
The two monarchs fell into each other’s arms, and
wept bisterly over the misfortunes which they had
experienced, and at the apprehension of the worse
woes which still threatened them. Conrade had
himself been twice wounded in the late battle, and
nearly the whole of his army had perished. Of the
knights who attended him, all had lost their horses
and stores ; and only a miscrable wreck was léR of
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the proud and boasting armament which set out
from Ratisbonne, Redueced to this misprable
plight, the Emperor in vain endeavoured to per-
suade his barons tp continue the enterprise. They
bad already experienced enough of the general-
ship of their master, and of the resistance which
they had to expectfrom the enemy. He was,
therefore, obliged to take a mournful farewell of
Louis, and return to Constantinaple, receiving,
when he arvived there, the most flattering atten-
tions from Manuel, who was willing to hide the
satisfaction he felt at bis defeat, under the amiles
of & pretended friendship.

_A.D. 1148. It was now the depth of winter,
and the French crusaders were pursuing their toil-
some march through the desolate country of
Phrygia. Every .obstacle which the rigour of the
season, or the bleak and depopulated nature of
the land, could oppose to their progress, assailed
them on the way; but their courage remained
uadaunted ; and they at length reached the banks
of the Meander, where the enemy appeared to
dispute their passage. - The battle which encued
was fought with desperate_courage on both sides ;
bat the French were victorious, and they resumed
their route with the most fervent hopes of final
success. Thess, however, were speedily damped
by the untoward event of a defeat, which followed
close upon the late triumph. Having to traverse
8 lofty mountain, the first division of the forces,
under the command of the Seigneur de Taille-
bourg, received orders to halt on the heighta till the
rest of the army should come wp, when the whole
was to descend into the plain in order of battle.

Megeting with nothing to impede their march,
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the troops of the Lord ‘de Taillebourg quickl:
reached the spot where they were ordered to wui’t
for their companions. But the wild and dreary
wspect of the mountains offered little temptation
to repose ; and the Queen and several other ladies,
who were under the protection of the Seigneur,
persuaded him to continue his route till they
" ‘should find a place for encampment more saited
to their taste. But no sooner had the French
squadrons forsaken their strong position on the
hills, than it was occupied by the Turks. In thé
‘mean time, the remainder of the Christains came up;
and as they had no idea but that the figures théy
saw moving about in the distance were their com-
rades, they hesitated not to break their ranks, and
prepare for pitching the tents. Suddenly every
rock and defile were teeming with Mussulmans,
The crusaders, unable to recover from their panic,
perished before they could offer any resistance;
and Louis owed his life to the loyalty of a few of
his nobles, who rallied round him at the moment
of danger. Thirty of these brave men perished in
the defence of their master ; and after their defeat,
Louis Klaoed his back against a rock, and conti-
nued the fight alome, till sthe Saracens who at-
tacked him growing weary, and not knowing his
rank, lefc him, to pursue an essier and more pro-
fitable victory.

The news of this battle, with a report of the
King’s death, quickly reached Europe, and the
most lively distress prevailed throughout the do-
minions of the unfortunate monarch. But even
the desperate defeat which he had suffered, was
not sufficient to persaade him to return to Europe,
without sacrificing more blood and treasure to the
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updertaking. ;| He resigned the command of the

forces to Gdbert, an old and celebrated warrior,
and to Everard des Barres, Grand-master of the
Templars, Théir march through Pamphylia was
attended with the usual evils of famine and dis-
ease, and their only bope lay in the expectation of
finding in the Greek city of Attalie some relief to
their sufferings. But what was their consterns-
tion, on arriving at this place, to find its gates
fast closed against them, and their application for
shelter from the tempestuous and bitter atmo-
sphere treated with indifference !

The misery of the crusaders was now complete.
They had neither clothing nor provisions, and were
exposed, without a chance of shelter, to the destruc-
" tive effects of the season. Every day saw their
numbers thinned by the most cruel of deaths. Bui
nothing could afford a stronger proof of the King's
devotion ‘and firmness of character, than his con-
duct on this occasion. He implored his followers
to remain with him, and pursue their design,
whatever might be the difficulties of the way,
promising to share with them all he had, and to
shrink from no peril or suffering which it might
be necessary to endure. DBut his barons, however
moved by these supplications, saw the utter im-
possibility of remaining where they were, or en-
deavopring any further progress, without bringing
upon themeelves inevitable destruction. They,
therefore, refused to listen to his entreaties, and
only blamed him for not turning his arms.against
the false and barbarous Greek.

As the Christians saw no other means of de-
liverance from their misery, it was with some
degree of satisfaction they r;ceivcd .an iatimati

E
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from the governor of Attalie, that he would fur.
nish them with a certain number of vessels, in
which they might return to Europe, or proceed
wherever they chose. The offer was accept-
ed ; but several weeks passed before the ships ap-
peared ; and then it was found, that only a part
of the army could be transported in the small and
ill-prepared fleet. To those who were to remain
wt Attalie, and pursue their journey over land,
Louis gave liberal supplies of money, and appoint-
«d two noblemen of rank and character as their

leaders. But the fate of these poor wretches was
of the most calamitous kind. The Turks, finding
them reduced to so small. a number, attacked them
-without intermission. The Greeks continued to
‘vefuse them sdmission into the city. Their two
leaders forsook them, and they all perished either
by the sword of the Saracens, or in a vain at-
tempt to march into Cilicia. Leuis bad directed
his course towards Antioch, and arrived there in
safety with his queen, and the small -portion of
.his army, which he had been able to save from
the disasters that had attended his route. Ray-
mond of Poictiers, who was then prince of An-
tioch, was zeslously employed - in defending him-
welf against the approaches of the Saracens. The
arrival of Louis gave him hopes of being able to
form a powerful army to meet the enemy ; and be
used every means likely to persuade the King %o
remain in his principality ; but nothing availed to
induce Louis to defer his visit to Jerusalem.
Raymond, however, continned his entreaties ; and,
finding himself so unsuccessful with the King, he
next turned the whole force of his persussions to-
wards the Queen, who was his niece. The cha-
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facter of Eleanor was no ornament to ‘the cause
in which she had pretended to engage herself.
She is reported to have been devoted to gaiety
and voluptuousness; and when her persuasions
excited the suspicions of the King, and convinced
him still more of his duty to leave the court of
Antioch for the sepulchre of the Saviour, she u-
nited with her uncle in a project to dissolve the
marriage between herself and Lonis. The King,
on finding this to be the case, had her secured one
night ; and, having brought her into the camp, im-
mediately took his departure.

Louis lost no time in pressing his march to-
wards Jerusalem ; und when he atrived in the
neighbourhood of the Holy City, he was met by
multitudes of the inhabitants, who came out to es-
cort him into the town, and who, in almost impious
imitation of the scene which took place on Christ's
entry into Jerusalem, carried olive branches in
their hands, and made the air resound with their
exclamations of— Blessed is he who cometh in
the name of the Lord ! The arrival of the French
King was rendered still more joyful by that of the
Emperor Conrade, who reached Jerusalem about
the same time ; and the most flattering hopes were
conceived by the inhabitants of the Holy City,
that they might now again defy the power of the
Moslem.

In an assembly, which was shortly after held at
Ptolemais, it was determined that an attempt
should be immediately made to obtain possession
of the strong and important town of Damascus.
Various other projects had been formed by Ray-
mond of Antioch, and others of the Christian prin-
ces; but the quarréel which had taken place re-
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specting the imprudent . Eleanor, prevented the
presence of the former; and among the high-born.
women, who formed part of the. noble assembly at
Ptolemais, the Queen of France had no place.
Disputes of other kinds prevailed. over the minds
of several of the chiefs whose union was neces-
sary to the success of any great undertaking ; and,
encouraged as the faithful were by the presence of
so many distinguished princes and warriors, they
had yet reason to tremble for the effects which
discord might hourly produce among them. .

The command of the army was shared between
Baldwin the Third, King of Jerusalem, the Em-
peror Conrade, and therﬁing of France. Early in
the spring it began its march, and, after some short
delays, encamped about June, within sight of Das
mascus ; and on the spot where Saint Paul is sup-
posed to have seen the awful vision to which he
owed his conversion. Situated in the valley form-
ed by the two mountainous ridges known by the
names of Libanus and Anti- Libanus, thisancient city
was celebrated, as well for the loveliness of the
surrounding country, as for its splendour and opu-
lence. The rivers of Abana and Pharphar poured,
their delicious waters along its plains; and its groves
of fig-trees and of the most fragrant shrubs re-
sounded continually with the melody of birds and
the murmur of cooling fountains, ‘¢ The head of
Syria is Damascus,” * was the language of the
Prophet ; and the Emperor Julian, or the writer of
the letters attributed to him, breaking out into rap-
ture at the thought of its lovely valleys, and ferti-
lizing rivers and streamlets, claims for it the appel-
lation of the Eye of the East.

* Isaiah vii. 8.
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The powerof Noureddin at the time when the
Christians appeared in the plains of Damascus,
had been increased by the continual successes
of his victorious arms. The wisdom of this
distinguished Musulman was equal to his val
our; and he secured his conquests by a prudence
and policy as admirable in the eyes of his subjects
a8 his heroism. Of all the inferior states of
Syria, the city of Damascus was the only one which
retained its independence, snd that had already
been threatened ‘repeatedly by Noureddin. The
character of the governor, who was slothful .and
unwarlike, tempted the assailants to renew their
preparations .for the conquest of so important &
phace ; but the Christians suddenly appeared in the
field, and the Saracens were compelled to pause
in their career. .

The rich groves and vineyards by which the
northern and western sides of Damascus were sur-
rounded, served as places of concealment to name-
rous bodies of archers, who were stationed there
immediately on the approach of the crusaders.
Lofty walls defended the city on the other sides;
and the Christians preferred attempting to paes the
ambushes and intrenchments of the north and
west, to attacking these formidable ramparts. Af-
ter a long and fierce encounter, which, from the na-
ture of the defence, was frequently slackened and
again commenced, the enemy began to retreat from
his several holds, and fled to the river which bath-
ed the walls of the city. Here the conflict was
recommenced with fresh fary. The three kings
performed prodigies of valour; and the Emperor
Conrade waged single combat with a gigantic Sa-
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recen, hurled him from his homse, and with a
single blow severed him in two.

Nothing now appeared to oppose the speedy re-
duction of Damascus; and the chicfs, before follow-
ing up their success, employed several days in consi-
dering who was to enjoy the government of thesplen-
did city. The Count of Flanders succeeded in ob-
taining a decision in his favour; but the other
chiefs, nolouger caringabout a conquest from which
they were to derive no personal advantage, speedily
lost their zeal for the prosecution. of the enterprise ;
and, after many disputes, the siege was recom-
menced, under every disadvantage which could re-
sult from indifference and dissension. By an un-
fortunate error in generalship the army was re-
moved from the post it had gained with so much
difficulty, and from which the assault of the town
was comparatively easy, to one in which its attacks
were opposed by the strong towers and ramparts,
in which the besieged placed their principal reli-
ance. A large body of new forces was in the
meantime added to the reassured garrison ; and af-
ter a few feeble attempts, the Christians raised the
siege, and fled before the princes of Aleppo and
Mossul, who were said to be on their march to
Damascus. We cannot stop to inquire to whom
the disgrace of this defeat, in the moment of vie-
tory, chiefly belongs. It is most likely to have re-
sulted from the general spirit of discord which al-
most invariably prevailed among the leaders of the .
army, when sny prize lay in the way which could
not be easily divided. The evil consequences,
however, of the event were immediately felt. In
an assembly of chiefs held shortly after their re-
treat, the siege of Ascalon was proposed as sn en-
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terprise likely to prove successfal. But neitber

amity nor enthusiasm any longer existed among
the several divisions of the army, or the princes
who led them. The Emperor Conrade, therefore,
bade adieu to the Holy Land, without further
tempting the calamitous fate which had hitherto at-
tended him, and Louis followed him to Europe a
few months after.

Thus ended the second crusade, the events of
which are far less worthy of attention, than the
characters which they bring into notice. Immense
masses of the populace of France, Germany and
Italy, were roused by a sudden and tumultuous ex-
citement of passion and devotion ; but after the first
fervour of enthusinsm passed away, the misery
which bad been caused by the taxes and extortions
of the princes engaged in this expedition, was felt in
its full extent. The operations of the army were
marked, from beginning to end, by the weakness
and incapacity of its chiefs. The narrative of its
progress is one continued detail of disgrace and
suffering ; and not a single instance occurs of any
event which might relieve the gloomy uniformity
of the recital. Not even the influence of enthu-
siasm can be discovered as affording alleviation to
the distresses of the perishing crusaders. The
flame seems to bave burnt itself out, almost as
soon as they left their native land ; and they yield-
ed unresistingly to the alternate attacks of the Mus-
sulmans and disease and famine.

But it was not from the want of personal bra-
very in the. chiefs, or of ability and undaunted de-
votion in the principal instigators of the expedi-:
tion, that it. failed of- snccess. Bernard was far
superior to Peter the Hermit, both in learning
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strength of intellect, and general reputation. He
placed a reliance on the external signs of penitence,
and sacrificed his health to austerities, which s
more rational view of religious duty teaches us to
regard as contrary to the simplicity of our faith.
But it was only in the excess of his mertifications
that he differed from the greatest and most uni~
versally venerated ornaments of the church, and in
an age when rigid fastings and corporeal penan-
ces, were an essential part of practical piety, the
strictness of his life.is only an additional proof of.
his faith and sincerity. )

Saint Bernard had many qualities, both of
mind and disposition, which claimed the respect.
of his cotemporaries, and ought to render hia
niemory venerable to posterity. He was tha-
roughly versed in all the learning of his profession 3
and bis ind, deeply imbued with the sanctity of
spiritual meditation, waa richly stored with thoughts.

and images that gave a powerful charm to his dis~.
course. Amid all his sttentions to the burden~-

some ordinances of that superstitious age, he re-

tained a clear apprehension of the pure doctrings

of our faith; and used to say, when spesking of
God, that he togk hold of him by his two fest,
his justice, and his mercy; by the one, that he
might never sink into slothfulness or farget{nlneas
of his condition ; and by the other, that he might
be safe from despair. Of his humanity, and sa-

periority to some of the most frightfal errors of .

the times, we have a memorable instance in his

conduct respectisg the Jews of Germany. When -

the first crusaders were traversing that country,
thousands of the miserable Israelites perished, it
will be remembered, by the Christian swerd. The
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sasme savage barbarities were again abont to be
committed by the followers of Louis and Conrade.
But Bernard came forth as the protector of the
trembling Jews. “ They are not to be destxoyed
or persecuted, ” said he, “ but to be convetted ;”
and this enlightened address saved them from the
massacre which impended over them.

On the return of the crusaders from Syria, the
whole blame of the disasters which had accrued
from the expedition was ascribed to the venerable
abbot. But he bore the abuse so plentifully
heaped upon his name with the moss perfect re-
signation, and rejoiced that he was calumniated,
rather than Providence blasphemed.

Louis the Seventh, though greatly wanting in
the prudence which it became him as a monarch
to cultivate, possessed many qualities which en-
titled him to respect; and had it been his lot to.
have - engaged in the first, instead of the second
crusade, there is reason to believe be would bave
been a powerful assistant to the cause. His va-.
lour was of the most chivalrous kind; and in the
disastrous battle in which he lost the flower of his .
army, he equalled, by his prowess, the actions of -
the - ancient heroes.. We mwast also regard with.
respect & man’' who, notwithstanding all the mis-
fortunes which he suffered, and the many tempta~ .
tions he had to swerve from the course, continued .
to follow what bhe deemed his daty, when desert-
ed by nearly all his friends, and in the face of dan- .
ger and even ruin. The bravery of Godfrey,
though perbaps cooler and steadier, shome not
mowe conspicuously in the fierce onset of battle;
or in the endurance of suffering. Nor was the
piaty of that chief aupomr ta.the devotion of the

VOL. 1L
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King of France, if we are to judge of them by
their resolute performance of the task to which
they had pledged their faith. In the midst of all
his troubles, Louis never dreamed of freeing him-
self, by returning to Europe, without finishing his
pilgrimage ; and when most harassed by his own
sufferings, and those of his army, he as scrapulous-
ly attended to all the exercises of devotion, as
when at home in his palace.

The Emperor Conrade appears to have been
a prince whose greatest error was his indecision
of character. He had wisdom enough to per-
ceive the danger to which he would be exposing
himself, by leaving his dominions ; but his resolu-
tion and judgment both forsook him at the first
impulse of enthusiasm. He was brave and de--
vout, but unskilful, it would seem, in the conduct
of an army ; and the rude multitude, who had only
Peter the Hermit for their guide, were not ex-

d to a more terrible destruction than that
which overwhelmed the imperial forces.

There are many other interesting portraits pre-
sented to us in the narrative of this crusade ; but
we must not dwell longer on them. Suger, Abbot
of Saint Denis, would otherwise merit our re-
gard. His prudent advice to the King was cal-
culated to save France from some of the worst
calamities to which that nation had been yet ex-
posed ; and his shortly after determining to head
a crusade himself, represents him in the character
of a devotee, who bad sincerity, patriotism, and
good sense to save a kingdom from ruin; but
enough of fervour to brave, at the age of seventy,
and when his personal good only was concerned,
the perils of a desperate warfare. is excellens
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man, however, died before he could carry his de-
sign into execution ; but he had proceeded into
Germany, and collected a large body of persons
ready to follow him as their Jeader.

The second crusade, though monarchs headed
the enterprise, and men of the greatest piety fur-
thered it by their prayers, wanted many of the
aids to success which had attended that of the
Hermit. The excitement, if as general, was not
so essentially popular. The funds by which it
was supported, were derived from taxes and im»
positions, instead of the free devotion of the peo-
ple; and the host of high-spirited and generous
nobles, who sold their estates to arm their bold
retainers for the war, had their place ill supplied by
the princes of two impoverished kingdoms.
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CHAPTER L.

ACCUMULATING DISASTERS OF THE !‘AS’{II* CHRYSTIARS. —
VERUSALEM SURREND ERS TO SALADIN,~~THE THIRD CRUSADSE,

AD. 1152, THe same difference may be per
ceived between the first crusade, and the after
expeditions known by that name, as between the
first wild burst of a mountain torrent from ite.bed,
and the current of its waters when they have
reached the plain, and run on in a languid course,
which only reminds us of its origin, when some
accident of the elements widens or quickens it.
It is the observation of Gibbon, that, “ however
splendid it may seem, a regular story of the cru-
sades would exhibit the perpetual return of the
eame causes and effects; and thé frequent at-
tempts for the defence or recovery of the Holy
Land, would appear so' many faint and unsuccess-
ful copies of the original.” Were the story of
the crusades, indeed, only valuable for the splen-
dour with which common opinion®may invest it,
the remark of the historian would be as correct,
in regard to the importance of the narrative, as it
is in respect to its interest. But history is not
written to affect the mind with brilliant exhibi-
tions or romantic incidents. If it often chance
to have the charm of fiction, it is only because
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truth is sometimes as strange, or ¢

than fiction.” Its proper object is to build a
bridge over the dark chasm of the past ; to be in
all respects the reflex of prophesy, and aid us to
look back, by the skilful employment of bhuman
learning, as the latter, by a divine power, enables
us to look forward. But the record which is given
us of past events is, therefore, equally valuable,
whether they bave flown on in a regular or inter-
rupted course, whether one age has been the pat-
tern of another, or totally its opposite. In the
one instance, we shall be able to discover how
long certain motives of action can exist without
being worn out; and, in the other, how suddenly
they can be destroyed or neutralized by a change
of circumstances.

If there were nothing else worthy of notice
in the accounts which have been handed down
respecting the various crusades, there would be
sufficient to interest us in the picture which they
present of so many thousands of men, not mere-
ly of different countries, but of different periods,
uniting in one grand and uniform pursuit—it be-
ing the secoud great phenomenon in the Holy
Wars, that they were so many times revived, and
continued to excite popular passion in their favour
for nearly two hundred years. But to return to
our narrative.

The discouraging termination of the second
crusade, added greatly to the distresses of the Sy-
rian Christians ; and the fame of Noureddin seemed
to threaten them with immediate ruin. Raymond
bad fallen in battle with the Saracen shortly after
the siege of Damascus, and his death was follow-
ed by the dismemberment of his principality, many

F2
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of the towns of which, left without a miaster, ye:
signed their liberties to the Moslem chief withott
a struggle. Baldwin of Jerusalem had, with dif-
ficulty, in the beginning of his reign, freed him-
self from the controul of his mother Melisinda;
but since that time, she had continuéd to recover
- or retain a considerable part of the royal authority.
She was a conspicuous personage in the council
assembled at Ptolemais, on the arrival of Louis
and Conrade, and she made her voice to be heard
in every debate of any importance. At the pe-
riod of which we are now speaking, she had
carried her ambition so far as to dispute openly with
her son for the enjoyment of sovereign authority ;
and the schism offered the enemy a strong tempta-
tion to attack the kingdom thus badly governed.
An assault was actually made on the Holy City
by a band of adventurous Saracens ; and had Me-
lisinda and her son been the only defenders or
counsellors of the state, it must have speedily fallen
into the hands of the enemy ; but this misfortune
was averted by the bravery of several members of
the orders of religious knights.

The principality of Edessa, whose late unfor-
tunate master Jocelin died in a Turkish prison,
was soon after depopulated of its Christian inba-
bitants, and returned to the possession of the Sa-
racens. The desolating conquests of the enemy,
which were thus daily threatening the domixions
of the faithful in the East, if they could’ be wit-
nessed in Europe with only so much of enthusiasm
that it ceased with the influx of distress and fa-
mine, operated differently on the minds of the
Syrian Christians themselves. They bad come
out as pilgrims, but they were now the settled in-
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lisbitants of the land ; and many of them had been
in the country, and felt attached to it, not enly for
its holiness, but for its being the land of their na-
tivity. Where none of these feelings operated, and
the subject was considered as a mere matter of
ordinary concern, there were many reasons to make
the approach of the Saracens an event dreadful to
the Christians. They might worship the Saviour
in any part of the earth, and in their native coun-
try, or that of their forefathers ; they might quick-
ly form new feelings of patriotism and affec-
tion ; but it would not be so easy for them to find
& home in the parent-land, or the means of exist-
ence; and this apprehension extended from the
imeanest burgher to the proudest knights and no-
bles, and to the King of Jerusalem himself.

It was not, therefore, out of a mere principle of
chivalry or devotion that Baldwin proceeded to -
the siege of Ascalon, but from motives of interest,
which greatly added to the vigour with which the
spirit of knighthood inspired him. Ascalon was
an important post of defence to Egypt; and its
possession would be, in the present situstion of
affairs, a most valuable advantage to the Chris-
timns. But it was protected by fortifications that
seemed to defy attack ; and its bold and well pro-
visioned garrison was sufficiently strong to meet the
threats of the besieging forces. The Christian name,
however, still continued to be dreaded in Asca-
lon; and it was only by the greatest exertions the
Saracen chiefs could preserve the people from de-
spair. The siege had continued for two months,
when a fleet arrived from Europe with several
bands of pilgrims on board. Gerard of Sidon was
already at the head of fifteen vessels; and this re-
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inforcement, both of the sea and land forces, pro-
duced the most joyful excitement throughout ‘the
Christian camp. Had it not been for the cautious
and unceasing activity of the Mussulman chiefs,
Ascalon must have at once fallen into the hands
of the besiegers ; but every precaution was used
to preserve the defences of the city ; and at night
huge glass lanterns were suspended from lofty
buildings, to prevent a surprise during. the dark-
nesd. By these means they continued a success-
ful resistance to all the efforts of the Christians ;
and five months had passed without the latter hav-
ing gained any important advantage. A fleet from
Egypt brought reinforcements about this time to
the city; and this seems to have urged the Chris-
tians to & more vigorous attack. From a move-
able tower of prodigious size, they assailed the
enemy with such force, that it seemed impossible
the ramparts should be any longer defended,
till at length the Saracens determined upon at-
tempting the destruction of the formidable ma-
chine. In order to effect this important project,
they cast a quantity of wood under the part of the
walls by which the tower was placed. On this
wood they poured oil and other combustibles, to
which they immediately set fire, expecting that the
sudden combustion would speedily destroy the ma-
chine. But, as when a similar experiment was
tried at the siege of Jerusalem, the wind drove
the flames with great force against the ramparts, and
the fortifications speedily took fire. Through the
whole of the day and night the wind continued to
fan the flames ; and just as the morn was dawn-
ing, the terrified inhabitants heard the walls tum-
ble with & horrid crash to the earth. The Chris-
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tian warriors roused themselves at the npise, and
ran towards the breach. A party of Templars
rashed into the city, and others of the army pre-
pared to follow them ; but, to their astonishment,

‘the holy knights had placed guards against the

place of entrance, either” to forbid their fellow-
watriors to follow, or to give them false intelligence.
While, however; they were engaged in pillage,
which they hoped to enjoy entirely by themselves,
the Saracens recovered from their consternation,
raflied a few of their best soldiers, and, turning
upon the Templars, speedily put them to flight.
In vain the dishénourable chevaliers looked for
belp. None of their comrades were near, and they
perished nearly to & man.

The success with which this first band of their
enemies was repulsed, encouraged the Moslems to
make a still further resistance to the approach of
the besiegers ; and in a little time the latter were
obliged to retreat to their camp, and give up all
idea of the immediate possession of the city. So
disgusted were the King of Jernealem and several
of the noblemen in the army withi this évent, that

‘they proposed rmising the siege, and returning

home ; but the prayers of the ecclesiastics, and the
advantageous position which they now held, in-
duced them to determine on renewing the assault
the following day. At the hour proposed, the
besiegers commenced their attack; the Saracens
gave way; and it was evident to the inhabitants
that the city could hold out but a short time
longer. Uttering the most melancholy laments,
therefore, they implored the chiefs not to continue
a defence which would only expose them to stil)
greater evils, or uselessly protong thieir presen



4 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

sufferings. A deputation was accordingly sent to
the Christian camp, and a proposal made to sur-
render the city, on the condition that the inhabitants
should be permitted to leave it in safety in three
days. The chiefs assembled in council received the
_surrender of the place with the greatest astonishment,
.and, as they bad entertained little hope of such
speedy success, attributed it solely to the provi-
dential interference of God.

A.D. 1163. We must pass rapidly over the
events which intervened between this period and
the preparations for the Third Crusade. Baldwin
.continued to resist the arms of Noureddin with
various success ; but shortly after, baving succeed-
ed in repressing the attempts of the Turks in the
principality of Antioch, he died by poison, admi-
nistered to him by a Syrian physician. His cha-
racter rendered him, in general, the favourite of
his subjects ; but instonces are on record of his
disregard of truth and justice, when his personal
advantage required their sacrifice. Thus, for ex-
ample, he had given permission to some Arab
tribes to settle themselves on the pasture-lands of
Paneas, where they bad remained for some years
in perfect confidence of his good faith. But it so
bappened that he found himself in want of money,
and, without regard either to his knighthood or
his religion, he seized the flocks and herds of the
Arabs, and, with the price they brought, paid his
debts. But he was amply punished for his disho-
nesty, by the defeats which he shortly after suffer-
ed ; and many of his bravest knights and barons,
among whom was the Grand-master of the Tem-
plars, were taken prisoners by Noureddin.

Baldwin was succeeded by bis brother Amaury,
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who was abhorred by every class of the people,
and was threatened, at the commencement of his
reign, by a faction which proposed to change the
order of succession, in order to exclude him from
the throne. But having overcome his domestic
enemies, he turned his thoughts towards Egypt,
the condition of which was favourable to his hos-
tile intentions. The rivalship which existed be-
tween the pretenders to the favour of the Caliph,
destroyed the peace of the country; and when the
King of Jerusalem reached the borders of the
Nile, he met an army, which speedily yielded to
his better disciplined forces. At length the Vizier
Dargam, whose authority was threatened by the
approach of his rival, under the protection of one
of the Emirs of Noureddin, solicited the assist-
ance of the Christians, and offered to requite their
services with the most liberal rewards. But he
was slain in battle before his allies could render
him the aid required, and his enemy Chaver was
put in possession of the government. The latter,
however, now began to discover the error into which
he had fallen, by calling in an ally so powerful and
ambitious as Noureddin. The captain of that vic-
torious Moslem refused to leave the country, which
he had reduced to the will of Chaver; and the
latter, seeing no method of freeing himself from
his treacherous friends, determined to seek the al-
liance of the Christians, who were on their march
towards Cairo. By their assistance, he succeeded
in forcing the enemy into Bilbeis, from whence,
after three months, he was obliged to retreat by
capitulation. Soon after this, Noureddin suffered
another defeat near Tripoli; and the Moslems be-
gan to tremble for the safety of their possessions,
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till the enthusiasm of their renowned leader. ren
stored their courage, and again led them to vic-
tory. A new and formidable expedition was then
determined on by Noureddin and the Caliph of
Bagdad, and Egypt was threatened with an inva-~
sion by their united forces.

Amaury, on receiving intelligence of these pro-
ceedings, assembled a council at Naplouss, apd an
army was quickly raised to assist the Vizier of
Egypt in the defence of the country. The treaty
of alliance having been ratified, the Christians of-
fered the enemy battle near Cairo, and succeeded
in driving him from his intrenchments; but the
advantage thus gained was not pursued ; and the
Saracens retrested without much loss to Alexan-
dria. The consequence, however, of the defeat.
which they had suffered, was the present tranquil-
lity of Egypt; and the King of Jerusalem return-
ed to his dominions, loaded with the munificent
presents of the Vizier Chaver. ,

But the riches and magnificence of Cairo had
awakened the ambition and avarice of Amaury.
On his return to Palestine, he is said to bave
looked with contempt on the nasrow boundaries
of his kingdom, and to have regretted that he had
left Egypt unconquered. His marriage with the
niece of the Greek Emperor Maouel did not con-
tribute to lessan his ambitious desires ; and he gt
length invited his uncle to join with him in an at-
> tack on the country which had so strongly excit-
ed his avarice. ‘ i

_When the enterprise was proposed in coun- .
cil, opinion was greatly divided .on the sub:,
Ject. The Hospitallers, whose luxury bad he-
gun already to make large revenugs pecessary to -
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their sipport, were greatly in favour of the be-
siegers ; most of the barons also, to whom the
same necessities rendered so rich a prize an object
of desire, expressed similar sentiments; but ta
the honour of the Templars be it spoken, they re-
sisted with energy and eloquence the prosecution
of 3 design, which they declared would be a vio-
Jation of Cbristian faith. The treaty which had
been made it was not for them to break, with.
out any reason but their desire of spoil ; and, even
cossidered in a political point of view, the state
of the kingdom was not auchr as to render an wa+
dertaking of great baszard and difficulty advisable
at that time. But these reasons were overruled
by the King and his less honoursble counseliors,
and the invasion of Egypt was finally determined

wpon.
- 'A.D.1168. The Christian army directed its ﬁrl
wovements towards Bilbeis, which it took by sae
sault, and put the whole of the population to the
sword. From this place, it proceeded by rapid
marches on the route to Cairo, where the terrified
tians expected to see its banners displayed
in winmph over their ruined country. But all the
efforts which despair conld make, had been em=
ployed to-avert the coming blow. Noureddin bad
bheen summoned to their assiatance, and the
assembled on which coufidence could be bess
placed in this extremity. In addition, however,
to these measures, they employed one which pro-
mised a still better chance of success, and sens
smbaasadars to Amaury, offering him a vast sum
of maney to withdraw his forcee. The King of
Jerusslem had heen slready rendered doubtful as
tothoﬁnaluueoftheoomn. The preparations

VOL. II
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made by the Egyptians, convineed him that-the
conquest would not be so easily achieved as he
bad at first imagined, and the approach of Nou-
reddin’s troops, filled him with apprehensionsfor his
safety. Without any great unwillingness, there-
fore, he assented to the proposals made him by
the ambassadors, and suspended his march. But
his base violation of the treaty was now met by a
cunning, which, if not equally base,” was well fit-
ted to punish his treachery. The Egyptiuns, hav-
‘ing gained. time by the negociation, hastened - be-
fore :its "conclusion :to bring fresh forces into the
field, and improve the defences of the provinces.
In vain did Amaury, day after day, expect the
payment of the stipulated sum ; and at length he
found himself duped by the sagacious enemy, and
was obliged to precipitate his retreat to Jerusalem,
in order to avoid the increasing number of his
foes. Chirkou, the captain of Noureddin's forces,
entered Cairo as a eonqueror, and in that charac-
ter retained possession of the country. . The Vi-
zier Chaver was shortly after put to death by
‘his infuriated subjects; and the conqueror him-
self lived only a few weeke to enjoy his trium
and. his new dominions. The Christians, in
meantime, though greatly depressed by the un-
fortunate termination of the late expedition, - ceas~
ed not .to pursne measures for renewing the .at-
tempt. Assisted by a Greek fleet, they laid siege
to Damietta, but were defeated with great loss;
and: Amaury, in despair, preceeded to Constenti-
nople, to implore, in person, the assistance of the
Emperor. His success, however, does not appear
to have been very decided; and he returned te
Jerusalem only to see his states ravaged by earth-
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quales as well as ‘war, and to terminate his e
istence when nothing but trouble and deselation
menaced kis subjects. He was succeeded by bis
son Baldwin, shen only thirteen years of age ; and
the government was given, during his minerity, te
Raymond, Count of Tripoli. .

But while the kingdom ef Jerusalem was
threatened by - disssters both from within and
without, a new .enemy had been ‘raised up by
the events of the times, whose genius and courage
were likely to prove still more formidable to the
tottering throne of its princes. Saladin only
wented to be a Christian, to be ranked among
the first and the most glorious of chivalrous heroes:
This celebrated captain was descended from a
tribe of Curds, and was the nephew of the famous
Chirkoun. When .the latter besieged Alexandria;
Saladin distinguished himeelf by the noblest deeds
of valour,:and is said to have solicited and obtaine
od knighthood from the Christian chief, who ad~
mired and rewarded his virtnes. On the death of
his uncle, the Caliph of Egypt chose him from the
rest of the Emirs in the army, as the successor of
bis decemsed relative. His courage and policy
soon made him master of Egypt; and on the
death of the Caliph, he -retsined the supreme au«
therity in his hande, and put sn end to the Fati-
mite dynasty. Whether the congueror achieved
this object of his ambition by the murder of his
master, or whether he was solaly aided by. the
situation of the Caliphate government, is mat-
ter of doembt; and the brilliant successes with
which his usurpation was followed, soon rens
dered it difficult to discover what was the real
eharacter of his .succession. Bat whatever danbie
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may éxist ‘as to the guilt which he incuired
on ascending the throne of Egyps, it is « mas
ter of little difficulty to determine with wha
degree of fidelity he served his original mbster
Noureddin. That ptince, on learning the med:
sures which his lieuténant was pursuibg in the
conquered provinces, began to- be doubtful as to
his loyalty, and put it at once to the proof, by
claiming his assistance in Syria. But the deash
of Noureddin relieved the ambitious Seladin frem
his perilous situation; and he prepared himself
either to resist or attack the less formidable power
of the chieftain’s son and successor. The young
prince had shut himself up in Aleppo; and hav-
ing solicited the aid of the Christians, hoped suc-
cessfully to resist the arms of his rival. Saladin,
too prudent to risk his new authority, when it
was not necessary to hagard it, bribed the Chris-
tians to enter into a truce with him, and tesurn
to Jerusalem. Another instance of bad faith en
the part of the Franks followed this event ; and
s soon ss Saladin bad collected an army suffi-
tient for the purpose, he hastened to punish them
for their breach of the truce. Baldwin, the young
king, prepared to meet him, but was terrified as
the reports he heard respecting the greatness of
bis army, and soaght protection within she- walis
&f Ascalon. Having, however, recovered from
his panic, he made a bold attack upon the camp of
the enemy, and routed him with great loss.- But
the success was only a passing one ; and he was
ebliged to renew the trace which had been so dis-
honoursbly broken. '

But tranquillity was restored for only a very
short period. ‘Rewand de Chatilion wés a cheva-
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lion, who, baving captivated the affections of Con-
stance, widow of the Prince of Antioch, had as-
eended the throne of that territory. But be was
soon after taken prisoner by the Saracens; and, on
mturning from a long captivity, found his wife
dead, and his son.seated.on the throne, which he
bad forfeited ss much by his cruelty to the peo.
ple, a8 by his imprudence in war. He next mar-
ried the widow of the Lord of Carac, and became
master of some castles on the confines of Arabia.
«Buz his restless spirit would not suffer him to re-
in his little domain ; and having
m with himself several Templan, be -
vaged the country, and laid the caravans which
came in his way under beavy tribute. Sala~
din declared to the King of Jernsalem, that he
should consider these freebooting excursions of the
Lord of Carac as violations of the treaty, unless
speedily restrained by his authority. Baldwin, .in
-vain, urged the necessity of peace upon his refrac-
4ory vassal; and Saladin again. prepared to-invada
Palestine. For the present, however, be content-
-od bimself with baving merely intimated his in-
‘tention of ravaging Galilee, and then drew off his
forces to meet other enemies. Renaud de Chatil-
lon, en the retreat of Sdadin, immediately renew-
ed his predatory excursions; bat, in a desperate at-
-tempt to reach Medina, his party was totally van-
quished ; andtheenngedmonarch after taking
"vengeance on the prisoners, swore on the Koran
0 resent still further the insult he had suffered.
The unsettled condition of Jerusalem offered
every advantage to the enemy. The King was at
- Jast. reduced, by the infirmity of his constitution,
to appoeint a regent; an(; Guy of Lusiguan wes
G

-
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choses to fill that angust office. This poblemait
had obtained the affectious of Baldwin's sister; bat
possessod no better qualities than those of a graves
ful pemon. Their marriage raised him to the first
sitwation in the state ; and every opportunity wes
aﬂ'ordedhmofdomggoodsermto his subjects
end brethren. Bat he shortly proved himself s+
tally anqualified. for the duties of a prince. Salas
din was allowed to ravage the lordship of Came
anresisted ; and the King saw his sceptre wielded
by a man whose hand seemed too impotent to
$w0ld a sword. Aguin, therefore, asuming the se
preme authority, be eppointed the Count of Tri
poli us regent, and declared Baldwin, son of La-
signan’s wife by a former mmriage, his successor.
The young King, who was only five years of: age,
was crowned with great solemnity ; and the an-
xious Christians looked forward with hopoo to his
futare reign. -
A.D. 1185, But these wero net destined to
be completed. Shortly after the death of Bald-
win the Fourth, and while the disputes relative to
the regency were at their height, the youthfal
monarch suddenly expired, and left the kingdom
in a fearful condition of helplessness and anarchy.
Sybilla immediately preferred her claims ¢o the
inheritance, which were strongly opposed by the
Count of Tripoli. But by the advice of the Pasri-
arch, and of the Grand-master of the Templars, she
employed cunning to overcome the influence of her
rival. Having proclaimed her determination ¢o
renounce Guy of Lusiguan as her husband, and
give her hand to a warrior who might be able to
- defend the kingdom to which she laid claim, she
proceeded to the Sepulchre, and there heard the
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semténce of . divorce pronounced by the Patriatch
Heracliue. At the conclusion of this ceremony,
the holy father desired her to give herself and
her crown to him whom she deemed most worthy
of them.- To the astonishment of the spectators,
Sybilla immediately approached ber husband, and
piacing the crown upen his head, observed, that
those whom God had united, man could not ee-
. The accession of Guy to the throne of Jerusa-
lem, wys opposed by several of the most power-
ful of the barons. His incapacity was universally
known, and the loss of the Holy State wad pro~
phesied as the almost necessary consequenco of
bis elovation. ' The situation of the Christians
bad never been worse than it was at this time;
end signs in the heavens were again seen and in-
serpreted as pregnostics of the most terrible disas-
ters. “ Impetnous winds, ” it is said, * tempests
snd storms, srose from all quarters of the sky.
"The san was darkened for several days, and hail-
atones fell of the size of an egg. The earth itself,
shaken by frequent and terrible convulsions, fore-
told the rwin and destruction which were approach-
ing, the wars and miseries which would shortly
ravage the land. The sea even could not be con-
tained within its proper bounds, but, raging and
bursting its limits by the fary of its waves, repre-
sented the anger of God. Fires were seen in the
air, as if a house was burning; and all the ele-
ments, and the whole architecture of God, seemed
to declare their abhorrence of man’s impiety, and
the ruin which was to come.” *

* Centinuation of William of Tyre.
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‘The terror which these sypposed, . or; perhaps;
real, signs of the Divine anger ispired, was fully -
justified by the actusl condition of the people.
The men who could alone defend - them, .were
either retiring in disgust from the scene of strife;
or were wholly engaged in forwarding their own
designs. The Seigneur de Carac cuntinued,.in the:
mean time, to provoke the wrath of Saladin by
his devastations ; and when the Moslem approach-
od his states, five hundred of: the bravest knights,
of the orders of the Temple and of St John, pe<
rished in their attempt to defend him. The mews
of this bloody battle filled the King of Jerusalema
with despair ; and having no hope of safety from
his own exertions, he sufficiently subdued his
pride to solicit a reconeiliation with the -Count..of
Tripoli, the late regent. Their friendship was
only established in time to enable them to coneert
what measures were required to resist the-threat-
ened invasion of Saladin.* At the head of fifty thou
sand warriors, and accompimied by the bravest of
his barons, the King, together with the Count of
-Ttipoli, proceeded towards Sephouri. Bat searcer
1y bad they assembled on the plains to which they
had directed their march, when intelligence was
-brought that Saladin had taken Tiberias, and was
likely to be soon master of the citadel, in which
the wife and children of Raymond were lodged
during his absence. . oot

It was the ietant advice of most of the chiel

* that the army should be immediately led against
.the Saracen. But the Count, with a noble disre~
gard of his own interest, deelared himself of a
contrary opinion, and pointed out to them the
danger of exposiug the forces, on which their last
hope of safety depended, to the danger of such
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s -expedient. ¢ Willingly would I,” said be,
« abanden the county of Tripoli, and all the pos.
sessiens which I hold, to eave the city of Jesus
Christ.” But so little, unfortunately, bad the
warriors of this period been accustomed to that
devoteduess of zeal which distinguished their an-
cestors, that the advice of Raymond was treated
with suspicion and coldness ; and the Master of
the Templars eucceeded in persuading the King,
that he was in secret correspondence with the ene-
my. Lusignan, ever open to such suggestions,
immediately gave orders that the forces should be
pus on their march egainst Saladin ; and with un-
willing minds the barons found themselves obliged
%0 submais to this indiscreet command. When they
came in sight of the hostile army, they beheld it
stieongly posted on the hills which overhang the
Lake of Tiberias. Their safety, it was now evi-
dent, depended on their being able to force their
way to-the Jordan ; and exhorted by the priests,
inspired by the ught of the true Cross, and urged
forward by dread of the destruction with which they
were menaced, they fought with a desperation that
sstonished Saladin, and drew from him expressions
of admiration. The battle continued till night, and
on the following morning it was renewed with
equal fary. < It is Wednesday,” said Saladin,
exhorting his seldiers, on the previous evening, to
fight valiantly, « a festival for the trne believers,
sod the day on which Mahomet hears the vows
which are addressed to him. Let us pray that be
may give us victory to-morrow.” These inepirit-
ing words were not lost on the ears of the faithful
Moelems, who rushed upom the Christisns as
if they formed the ounly barrier betweea them and
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the Mlessed valleys of Paradise. Their enset:-was
irresistible. The Cbristians gave way ; and -aftes
one or two ineffectnal attempts to rally, the whole
army was thrown into confusion. A fearful shaugh~
ter now commenced; and to increase the de<
spair of the vanquished, the Cress, which had
alone continued to comfort them in their misery;
was seen in the hands of the enemy; and seon
after, Lusignan, the Seigneur de Carac, the Grand+
master of the Templars, and several other distin:
guished noblemen, were made prisoners by the
triumphant infidels. Of the few who escaped the
sword, or were not made captives by the Moslema,
the Count of Tripoli was ene ; but he shertly af-
ter-died of despair, some say fromr havieg beem
traitorous to the canse of his brethren; but othersy
with more probability, from the sorrow which he
suffered at the gloomy prospect which their ‘af-
fairs presented. :

It is almost difficult to deeide, from the exag--
gerated descriptions given of this terrible battle,
whether the number of the prisoners or of the
slain was the greater. Saladin, however, on re-
turning to his camp, had a tent prepared for the
King of Jerusalem, and received him with kind-
ness and respect, Having given him some wine,
" the luxury of* which was increased by its having-
been cooled in snew, the unfortumate Lusignan:
presented the beverage to the Lord of Carac; but
the Moslem held back his haad, exclaiming, that
a traitor like him should net drink in his presence.
The menaces with which this was followed, en-
raged Renanud; and he manifested his eontempt
for them, as if he had still been at liberty, apd-in.
his own goed ecastle. - But Saladin, forgetting thas:
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}is prisoner was unarmed, and totally defenceless, or
elee wanting in that nobleness of disposition which
has been ascribed to him, struck him with his
sword, and suffered his guards to murder him be-
fore his face. The following day, a scene of fat
greater horror took place. The conqueror, seated
on & throne; and surrounded by Emirs and the
most learned men of his court, summoned before
bim the Hospitallers and Templars, and, as a par-
ticular honour, gave his counsellors the privilege
of each killing a captive with his own hands.
Ptolemais, Naploasa, Jericho, and several other
cities, opened their gates to the conqueror; but
Ascalon only surrendered, on condition that the
King should be restered to liberty, and that the
women and children should be sent in safety to
Jerusalem. To the Holy City, Saladin himself
hastened with all ‘possible speed; and the inha-
bitants, terrified at the certain approach of ruin,
came out to hear the proposals of the conqueror.
He offered to permit them to depart without blood-
shed, and to provide them with a settlement in
some ether province, if they would at once resign
themselves and the city to his clemency. Bat
this they declared their duty forbade them to do;
and in spite of the threats of Seladin, the terrors
of s supernatural darkness, and the mournful la-
mentations which resounded through the desolate
streets, they hastened to prepare themselves for bat-
tle, and ‘make the best resistance which their situ-
ation would allow. To obtain money for the pur-
chase of the necessary stores, they despoiled the
churches of their treasures; while the citizens
armed- themselves, repaired the fortifications, and
chose Ibekin-de Balesn for their chief, who imme-
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diately created fifty chevaliers from the towne.
people, in order {o supply the place of the noble
knights who had fallen in the late battle.

Saladin fixed his camp on the spot which bad
been formerly occupied by the tents of Godfrey ;
but a few days after he removed his forces to the
north side of the city, and began by undermining
the ramparts, from the gate of Jehosaphat to that
of Saint Stephen. In vain did the .Christisns
sally forth from the town, and attack the enemy
with the desperation of men that feared not death
half so much as defeat. In vain did they rush
aguinst the strong towers and destructive engines
which menaced them with instant ruin; the steady
and confident courage of the Saracens defied all
their bravery and despair ; and sinking, under the
eonviction that instruments of human warfare
could no longer avail them, the disheartened citi-
gens fled back into the town, and were met by the
shrieks of their wives and children, the disregard-
ed exhortations and prayers of the clergy, and vain
promises of the most liberal rewards, if they would
retarn to the charge. But nothing could prevail
on them to renew the conflict ; and the streets of
Jerusalem were filled with bands of armed men,
who, forsaking the ramparts, joined in the proces~
sions which the priests led in terror to the sepul-
chre.

At length it was determined that a deputation
should propose to Saladin the surrender of the
city, on the terms which he had originally pro-
posed. But the conqueror rejected the offer with
disdain, and declared his determination totake Jeru
salem by storm, and put the inhabitants tothe sword.
On hearing this, the captain of the Christians,
Ibelin de Balean, used all his arts of persuasion to
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restore some degree of epirit to his troops ; and
having gained a trifling success over the enemy,
he declared to Saladin, that, before they suffered
him to enter the Holy City, they would destroy
the objects most venerable in their eyes, and
that they would each of them purchase an en-
trance into Paradise, by sending ten Mussulmans
to Hell. The resolution and despair evinced by
this declaration, indaced Saladin to pause before
driving the vanquished to the extremity with
which he bhad menaced them; and he desired
some hours to consider their proposition. On the
next day, he gave his assent to the proposals
which had been originally made, and the treaty
was sigoed in bis tent. According to this agres-
ment, the Christians were to be safe from the
swords of the Moslems, but were not to have
their liberty except at a given price, according to
their sex and age. Thus, the ransom of a man
was fixed at ten pieces of gold, that of 3 woman
at five, and of a child at two. All who. were
unable to raise this sum, were to remain in slavery
with their vanquishers.

October 1187. Where counld a painter find &
subject more fitted for the best efforts of his art,
than the departure of the Cbristians from the Ho-
ly City? On the day appointed for that gloomy
purpose, Suladin mounted his throne in the full -
pride and glory of a conqueror. The weeping in-
habitants were summoned forth, and passed im
solemn procession before their master.  First
came the Patriarch and the clergy, bearing the ves-
sels and ornaments of the church of the sepulchre.
The Queen Sybilla followed, lamenting both the
miseries of her people, and the calamities of her

VOL. 1L ’ H
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eaptive husband. With her came a number of dix-
armed khights and barons, and a crowd of women
and children, whose unrestrained lamentutions-add-
ed to the melancholy of the scene. In -this man.
ner they proceeded to the gate of David, the only
one which had not been closed by the commsands
of the monarch, and bid a long adieu to objects
on which their hearts were now fixed thh a ten-
fold strength and affection.

Saladin was of a generous and noble nature;
and though it is a'gross absurdity of language, to
call a warrior merciful, he was frequently open to
feelings of pity and compassion. On the occaston
of the Christians’ banishment from Jerusalem, his
conduct was marked by as much humanity as could
be expected to remain in the breast of a man so
accustomed to scenes of blood and violence. To
several orphans and indigent people he gave free-
dom, without insisting upon any ransom. Women,
who were weeping bitterly at parting from their
husbands and children, were comforted by having
them restored to them before they departed ; and
the Queen received the kindest and most respect-
ful attention from the conqueror. When the ex-
iles had all left the city, only thirteen or fourteen
thousand Christians remained in cnptmty, and of
these the greater part were children.

. The devotion of ‘Saladin was equal to his con-
rage; and he valued, it is said, his conquest the
more, because it was achieved on the day of the
week when Mahomet ascended in his famous vi-
sion from Jerusalem to heaven. His first care, af-
ter the departure of the Christians, was -to purify
the streets, mosques, and every part of the city
from the pollutions it had.undergone during its -
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passession by the Franks. -The mosque of Omar,
that sacred monument of the Moslem’s ancient
triumph, obtained his ggpecipl regard ; and ite walls
and pavement were purified with copious showers
of water distilled from the . fragrant roses of Da-
mascus. Onthe Wednesday which succeeded his
triumphant entry into the city, his army aud fol-
lowers were summoned to attend him in the prin-
cipal mosque ; and, from the ballowed pulpit which
had been erected by the command of .the founden,
the most learned doctor of the law pronounced the
thanksgivings of the faithful, for the victory which
bad been granted to the arms of their devout and
valorous chief. .
Having thus given a brief view of the circum~
stances which led to the third great expedition of
the Western Christians to Palestine, we must turn
our attention from the desolated Jerusalem, to in-
quire into the effect which the intelligence of its
fall produced in Earope. The calamitous loss of
the Holy City was ascribed, both in the East and
West, to the crimes of the inhabitants. Their
pride and licentiousness ; the quarrels which had
been allowed to disturb the peace of the devous
worshippers at the Sepulchre; and the avarice
which had made every other object yield to the
selfishness of the powerful ;—these were all now
declaimed against with becomipg warmth ; and it
seemed as if the eyes of the Christian world had
suddenly regpined the faculty of discerning be-
tween good and evil. It would have been well,
if these feelings had led to the moral renovation
which they appeared to prognosticate; but they
were mixed up too closely with the dread of mi-
racles and omens to work steadily either upon the
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reason or the heart. The painted images of .bar
Saviour and the saints were reported to have shed
tears of blood at the fall of the Holy City; and
the awful prodigies, which the Jewish historian
relates respecting the destruction of Jerusalem by
Titus, were said to bave been repeated on this
occasion. But these, and similar relations, of
which we have such an abundance in the chroni-
cles of this age, bear upon their front the signs of
mere copies. In the instance of their real occar-
rence, the voice of Heaven was alone heard in the
terror-stricken land—the arm of Omnipotence
could be alone seen in the fiery darkness ;—but
in all those referred to, and, we may add, in all
instances of imagined prodigies, we hear the preach-
“ings, the threats, or exhortations of men; and hu-
man hands may be seen busily astir, beckoning the
multitude to follow their directions. The earth-
quake which makes a desart of peopled cities, is
alone thought of when the scene of ruin is visited,
and the relation of its violence is listened to with
awe; but the feeling is inspired by-no effort of
him who tells the story, to persuade us to build
another city in the place of the one destroyed. If
be should mix up exhortatione of this kind with
his narrative, and let us evidently see that be is
Jess moved with the terrible remembrance of the
spectacle be has witnessed, than by the desire to
make it profitable to his purpose, we should, if
we bad only his words to judge from, at once
"doubt the veracity of his account.

But from whatever sources the marvellons re-
lations were drawn which were dispersed at this
time through all parts of Earope, they had the
effect of drawing the attention of both high and
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jow to the history of the real calamities which
‘had been sulfered by the Christians of Syria.
Many whom''we may believe to have been out of
“the reach of the fables which engaged the regard
of the less enlightened, were so strongly affected
‘by the miserable events which had occurred, that
‘they sunk beneath the weight of their sorrow.
Urbane the Third, who was then Pope, and resid-
ing at the time at Ferrara, was one of those who
felt the deepest affliction at the loss of Jerusalem ;
and he shortly after died of grief. His successor,
Gregory VIIL, soon after his accession to the pon-
tifical throne, issued a bull, in which he exhorted
the faithful immediately to take arms for the reco-
-very of the Holy City from the infidel. ¢ Hav-
fng learnt,” said he, in this apostolic epistle,  the
awfual severity of the judgments which the Divine
hand has exercised against Jerusalem' and the Holy
Land, we and our brethren have been penetrated
-with so great a horror, afflicted with sorrows eo
lively, that in the painfal uncertainty which we
have felt an this occasion, we have only been able
-to exclaim with the Pealmist, ¢ Lord! the Gentiles
have seized thine heritage; they have polluted
thy holy temple ; Jerusalem is now but a desart ;
and the bodies of thy saints have served for food
o the beasts of the earth and the birds of the air!
For after the suggestions of the devil had produe-
-ed dissensions in the Holy Land, behold Saladin
came with a powerful army to desolate it. The
-King and the Bishops, the Templars and the Hos-
pitallers, the barons and the people, rush to the
encounter, bearing with them the cross of the
Lord,—that cross which, in memory of Jesus Christ,
who suffered on it, and purchased man’s redemp-
H2
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tion on it," was regarded as the surest defence s
gainat the attacks of the infidel.” Then, after
alluding to the frightfal slaughter which had fel-
lowed the successes of the Saracens, and showing
how great cause all Christians had to weep at the
calamities .which had befallen their brethren, he
cantivues, “ Language is not able to express, the
senses cannot comprehend, what has been our af- .
fliction—what ought to be that of a Christian peo-
ple, in learning that the Holy Land now suffers as
it did under its old inhabitants ; that land, render-
ed illustrious by so many prophets ; from which
'the lights of the world have gone forth, and, which
ds yet greater and more ineffable ; that land, in
which God, the creator of all things, became in-
-carnate ; in which, by infinite wisdom and incom-
.prehensible mercy, he submitted to the infirmities
of the flesh ; to the sufferings of hunger, thiret, and
the punishment of the cross, and, by his death and
glorious resurrection, wronght out our ealvatiom.
‘We ought not, then, to attribute our misfortunes
to the Judge which punishes, but to the iniquities
of the people who have sinned, since we see in the
scriptures, that when the Jews returned te.the
Yord, they put their enemies to flight, and that
one of his angels was sufficient to annihilate the
formidable army of Senacherib. Bat this land
bas swallowed up its inhabitants : it bas not been
able to enjoy a long tranquillity ; aad the trans-
gressors of our divine law have preserved it but
for a short time, to give this example and instruc-
tion to those who sigh for the beavenly Jerusslem,
which can only be attained by good works, and
through manifold temptatione. Already had the
people of these countries to fear that which has
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-mow occurred, when the frontier cities fell into the
.hunds of the infidels. Would to heaven that
-had then bad recourse to penitence, and that they
had sought to appease, by a sincere repentance, |
the God whem they had offended ; for the ven-
-geance of God is always tardy; it surprises not
the sinner ; it gives time for repentance, till at last
wrearied mercy yields to justice. But we who, in
the midst of the desolation which overspreads this
- country, ought to pay attention not only to the
. sins of its inhabitants, but also to our own, and
.to those of all Christian people, and who ought
. yat more to fear the destruction of the small por-
.sion of the faithful who still remain in Judea, and
-the ravages with which the neighbouring countries
are menaced, in the midst of the dissensions which
.exist between Christian kings and princes, between
. towns and villages ; we who see nothing ea all
sides bat scandals and disorders, we ought to
weep, and say with the propbet, ¢ Truth and the
knowledge of God are not on the earth. I see
lying, marder, sdultery, and blood-thirstiness, rule
-in their place.” Repentance must every where
prevail ; our sins must be effaced by a voluntary
penitence, by a returning to the Lord in sincerity
and piety; in order that, being corrected of our
vices, and observing the malice and ferocity of the
enemy, we may do for the cause of the Lord, that
which the infidel fears not every day to do against
-im. Think, my brethren, for what object you
- ase come into this world, and how you ought to
go ont of it. Think that you will pass away as
all things else. Employ your time, then, in good
actions and in repeatance ; give ‘that which you
possess, because you have not made yourselves,
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-and you have nething of your own; for to create
even a worm is beyond all the powers of the earth.
We will not say, ¢ Restore us, O Lord; but per-
-mit us to enter into the heavenly granary which
-thou posséssest. Place us amidst those divine
“fraits which fear neither the injuries of time nor
the attempts of robbers. We will strive to're-
conquer this land, en which Truth descended from
heaven, and where she disdained not to endare
the reproacti of the cross for our salvation. We
shall have seen neither the love of riches, nora
perishable glory, but your holy will, O God!
-Thou who hast taught us to love our brethren as
ourselves, and to consecrate to you those rithes, of
which the disposition is, after this life, 8o little-de-
pendant on our will. It is not more wonderful to
see this land struck by the hand of God, than it
is to see it afterwards delivered by his mercy.
- The will of the Lord .could alone save it; but it
is not permitted to us.to ask why he has dome
this ; perhaps he has desired to prove us, and to
- make us know that he who, when the day of pe-
nitence is arrived; embraces it with joy, and sacri-
fices himself for his brethren, although he die im
‘his youth, embraces a great number of years. Re-
member with what zeal the Maocabees ‘were in-
flamed for their holy law, and for the deli-
verance of their brethren, when they precipitated
-themselves into the moet fearful dangers, sacri-
ficing their possessions and their lives, and muta-
-ally exhorting each other rather to perish than see
the profanations of the holy things of their reli-
gion. Yet they lived under the law of Moses,
- whilst we have been enlightened by the incarna-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the exam-
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ple of s0 many murtyrs. Show them your cou-
rage; fear not to sacrifice those earthly possessions,
which can endare for so short a time, and, in ex-
change for which, you have the promise of those
which are eternal, of which the senses cannot
eomprehend the glory, and which, according to
the Apostle, are worth all the sacrifices which we
can make to obtain them.

« We promise, then, to all those who, with a
contrite heart and a humble spirit, will not fear to
undertake this painful journey, and who shall de-
termine thereon from the motives of a true faith,
and with the desire of obtaining a remission of
their sins, a plenary indulgence from their of-
fences, and eternal life as the consequence.

¢« Whether they perish or return, let them know,
that, by the mercy of Almighty God, and by the
authority of the holy Apostles Saint Peter and
Saint Paul, and by ours, they are freed from all
other kind of penitence which may have been im-
posed upon them; always providing, that they
have made confession of their sins.

¢ The possessions of the crusaders, and their fa-
milies, shall be under the special protection of the
bishops and archbishops,- and other prelates of the
chuarch.

« No inguiry shall be made in regard to the right
of possession whereby a crusader holds any pro-
perty whatsoever, till his return or death be cer-
tainly ascertained ; till either of which events, his
property shall be respected and protected.

¢ If he be indebted to any one, he shall not. be
obliged to pay interest for the debt.

- ¢ The crusaders shall not travel clad in costly
raiment, with dogs, birds, or other such objects,
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which are signs -of luxury and- osteatation ; bas
they shall provide themselves with what is neces-
sary, shall be simply clad, and have the appear-
rance of penitents rather than of men bent on the
pursuit of vain glory.”

This remarkable documeut will enable the readet
to judge of the methods employed on this occasion
to rouse the sinking spirits of the Christians of the
West. It contains s singular mixture of good
sense and piety, with false notions as to the .ob-
jects of religions duty, and the wretched fallacies
of genuine Romish dogmas. But Gregory follow
ed up his exhortations with well-directed exertions,
and had just sacceeded in uniting the commerciat
cities of Italy in amity, when an end was put te
his labours by death. His unfinished task was re-
sumed by his successor Clement IIL; and Wil-
Liam, the eloquent Archbishop of Tyre, who ar-
rived in Europe about this time, both encouraged
and aided him in his pioue design. Shortly before
the fatal disasters which had deprived the faithfal
of the Holy City, Heraclius, the Patriarch of Je-
rusalem, had visited the West, to endeavour, by
his representations, to awaken the sympathy of
the European monarchs. After having in vain
sought succour in France and Germany, he turned,
bis attention to Henry II. of England, who, it
will be remembered, was at this time suffering
under the opprobrium of having been privy to the
murder of Becket. But though he bad taken a
vow to perform a pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
and was now urged by all the arguments which
the zeal of the Patriarch could invent, he remain.
ed uamoved, and only professed his willingness-to
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give his pecuniary assistance in the war with the
infidel.

- Thie Archbishop of Tyre arrived in France at
the moment when the King, Philip Augustus, and
Henry II., were on the eve of waging battle.
Bat the moumnful tidings which every day made a
r impression on men’s minds, and the en-
treaties of the Church, induced them to suspend
bostilities ; and William had the satisfaction of
addressing both the monarchs in an assembly which
they had mutually convened near Gisors, and which
met for the purpose of determining what measures
eught to be pursued for the relief of Palestine.
The topics which he urged upon the attention of
the assembled princes, were similar to those which
were employed in the letter of Gregory; and he
inflamed the devotion of his anditors by a parti-
cular detail of the barbarities which had been per-
by the Moelems. His words penetrated
the innermost hearts of his auditors ; and Henry,
who must have deeply repented his indifference to
the holy cause, when his aid might have averted
many of the disasters which had occurred, at once
declared himself a soldier of the Croes. His ex-
ample was followed by the King of France, who
was equally moved by the representations of the
prelate ; and several of the bravest knights in
Christendom then pressed forward to receive the
sacred badge of warriors for the Sepulchre of
Christ. - Among these were Richard, the celebrat-
ed-son of Heénry, and many of the prin¢ipal noble-
men of France.
- -Fhe hopes of those who looked forward to the
reéovery of - Jerusalem, as'an event of the utmost
importance to Christianity in all parts of the world,
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heard with delight of the accession of 9 many
brave and distinguished warriors to the cause. Thge
Church also failed not to use her-efforts to sup-
- port the excitement she had succeeded in awskeny
ing, and appointed proper psalms to. be used every
day of the week, in reference to the subject of her
anxiety. But the measure which seemed mosy fitted
to insure the success of the undertaking, was re-
sqlved on in a council of the chief promoters of
the design, both lay and ecclesiastical. =By ong
of their decrees, all those who did not personally
engage in the war were to pay a tenth pat of
their revenues and moveable property towards itg
expenses. Peter de Blois alleged, in apposition
to this ordinance, which extended even to posy
sessions of the Church, that the clergy contributed
an ample share of assistance to the enterprise by
their continusal prayers for its success. But hig
objections were averruled ; and all priests, a8 well
as laymen, were threatened with excowmupica.
tion if they resisted the decree of the g¢ouncil,
One or two religioys orders weze, therefore, alang
exempted from this heavy tax, which, on acceuny
of its origin, has been called Saladin’s Tithe.
. But after the various sums collected by thesq
means were put together, the expenses of the way
seemed still insufficiently provided for. The mage~
ner in which the tax had been levied was arbitrary
in the extreme, gnd the mode employed in cals
lecting it was not less so. A Templar, an Has.
pitaller, an Archbishop, and a Priest, with athes
functionaries, attended in every district, and whey
any ane was considered to have paid less.than s
tenth of his income, a committee of four

in the parish was elected to decide the question.
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The inost inquisiterial survey, therefore, was made
of the private affairs of every individual, and the
enthmsiasm of the faithful bere received its most
fermidable check. But thas far the proceedings
of the crusaders were coleurable, by the suppaei-
tion that all was done for the good of the church,
in whoee prosperity and tranquillity every Chris-
tian was alike interested. The disgraceful vielence
which was exercised against the unfortunate Jews,
was neither to be justified by eny reasons of this
pature, ner was it palliated by the eaution with
which commen humanity might have taught their
persecutors to proceed in their work. At the
word of & fanatic, the Kings of France and Eag-
land violated every principle of law and justices
and the property of the terrified Jews was seized
without scruple to swppert the holy designs of
these pious prinoes.

- Bat the'bde design was, shortly after its com~
mnt, endangered by the disputes which took
pace between Hewry and Philip. The nngenerous
policy of the latter having drawa Prince Richard
e an wonatural quarrel with his fasher, the tran.
qaillity of Christendom wass destroyed by the can-
teat of the two great supporters of the crusade,
In vain did the Cardinal Albano, the Popea legate,
fulminate his excommunication against Richard,
and threaten Philip with the same punishment, for
his disobedience to the commands of the church,
They persisted -in their designs agninst the do-
minions of Henry ; and at length that menarch was
ebliged to agree to a peace, on terms which it be-
came 1ot a prince of his pewer and capacity te
aceept, and much less 2 sem to impose upon bis
father. The utfortunate Kng. however, did not

VOL. 1I.
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long survive the mortification he had felt in being

reduced to purchase suech an ignoble peace with
Richard and his confederate ; and his death pus the
former in possession of the crown, which he had

employed so many artifices to obtain during tbe~

lifetime of his father.

The first appearance of Richard on the seene is
not calculated to excite any interest in his favour,
for he was not only guilty of the basest conduct
as' a son, but consented to employ a species of
falsehood and cunning in his proceedings, which,
according to the right principles of chivalry, ought
to have covered him with shame and reproach.
He is represented, however, as feeling the deepest
sorrow at the remembrance of his past conduet;
and as some atonement for his guilt, he immedi-
ately exerted ‘himeelf in aid of the expedition to
Palestine. He had taken the vow of a crusader
at Gisors; and the time now appeared come in
which he might at once cover his sins, and reap
immortal glory by his bravery. The want of
money was the only difficulty with which he had
to cope on the occasion ; and this was soon remov-
ed, by his determination to rifle the rich coffers of
his Jewish subjects. But his offence against jus-
tice, in respect to this persecuted people, was not
limited to robbing them of their wealth. The rude
multitude, whose passions were always awake when
any opportunity was afforded them of treating a
Jew with barbarity, perceived the disposition of
théir monarch with a terrible sagaciousness, and
every part of the kingdom was defiled with the
blood of some miserable family of Israelites. In
York, such was the horror with which these poor
people expected the approach of their persecutors,
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that five handred ..of them murdered their wives
and children inthe building to which they had fled
for refuge, and, having shrown their bleeding bedies
over the walls to the iufuriated rsbble, they set
fire to the house and perished in its ruins.* When
Richard had largely increased his funds by this
iniquitous oppression of the Jews, he proceeded
still further to augment them by the sale-of the
crown lands and revenues, and even of. the princi-
pal affairs of state. He then endeavoured to pre-
vide for the safety of the kingdom, thus pillaged
by its sovereign, during his absence, by compel~
ling his brother Jobn, and also Geoffrey his na~
tural brother, to bind themselves by oath not to
enter the country while he was abroad ; but he saw
resson to remove or modify the prohibition, and
baving appointed the Bishop of Durbam aad Ely
as regents, he departed in full confidence of hav~
ing done every thing neceseary to the security of
his dominions. '

A.D. 1189. Inthe plains of Vezelay: the two
Kings met, and embraced as friends that were
bound to each other by the most solemn ties of
faith and daty. The calamities which had de~
stroyed the former armaments, had wamned them
from attempting to lead the present expedition to
Syria by land, and teking an affectionate leave of
each other,they separated, Richard directing hisroute
for Marseilles, and Philip proceeding to Genoa,where
their fleets were respectively ordered to await their
arrival.  Buat while the Kings of France and Eng-
Jand were thus preparing for their expedition, the
Emperor Frederic Barbarossa, nephew of Conrade,

* Hume,
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wus fer on lfe way to Palestive. Moved by the
persuasions of William of Tyre to take a part in
the expedition, he had guickly eoliected an' army
composed of the best disciplined and bravest of
Iois troops. + Having sent Saladin a formal declara-
tion of war, and desired the Emperor of Constan-
tinople snd Sultan of Iconimm to grant him a free

through their territories, he set ont from
Ratisbonne. He bad scareely arrived within the
beoundaries of the Greek empire, whem be found
himself en all sides sarrounded by the troops of
the perfidions Emperor. Bat he.fought his way
through them, and reduced their master to suppli~
cate a peace on any terms. He then passed the Hel-
Jespont, and had just reached Laodices,. when be
wag assailed by an army of Turks, which he roused,
#nd proceeded to Iconiwm, where bis soldiers, after
a short siege, were suffeved te repose themselves
from their arduous merch. Refreshed by this
interval of rest, the Emperor led bis forees to-
wards Syris; but baving reached the benks of the
Cydnus, or the Selef,* he was tempted, by the
beauty of the stream, to bathe, amd almost instamt
death followed the imprudent indulgence of the
desire. His army, after the lass of its brave
leader, was speedily diminished by desertions and
the difficulties of the way; and a very small por-
tion of it, under the conduct of his son, reached
the city of Ptolemais. -

The Kings of England and France bad in the
mezn time put to sea; bmt, as if they were to
meet with as many difficulties by water, astheir pre-
decessors had on land, a violent storm stsended

¢ Michaud:
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abeir ‘course,-and they were driven to seck shelter
-inthe port of Messina. Their detentien bere dur-
ing the whole of the winter, again threatened the
‘snccess of the undertaking. The most bitter en-
-mity took place of the friendship which bad besn
: by the two menarehs. The late King
sof Sicily bad been married to Richard's sister, who
was still living, but suffered many indignities from
.Tancred, the reigning prince. The anger- of the
.English monarch was, therefore, justly dreaded by
-the new sovereign ; but he had still greater rea-
.sens to fear the power of Philip. The Emperor
of Germany, with whom the French King was in
close alliance, had married Constsntia, the right-
-ful beiress to the crown of Sicily ; but Tancred,
her natural brother, bad contrived to possess him-
self of her inheritance ; and thus the approach-of
the crusaders filled bim with the greatest appre-
hensions for the safety of his throne. For some
time he succeeded in warding off the anticipated
evil, but the jealous temper of Richard was ex-
cited by some supposed affronts upon bis autho-
rity ; and while he waa consulting with Philip, in
an open field, upon the subject, his guards at-
tacked the Messinians, and entered the city swerd
in bend. By his command the English ensign
was hoisted on the walls ; and Philip, who was
encamped within - the tewn, regarded this circmm-
stance a8 a groes insult upon his dignity. The
_obnoxions standard was removed at his request ;
but animosity is supposed to have long existed
.from this event. The pext cause of quarrel was
Richard’s refusal to marry Alice, the sifier -of
Philip ; bat this dispute was also terminated with-
out any farther conmsequences, than the dislike

12
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which generally remiaing in the minds of suely. nadét’

-an Philip and R:cluni, sfter a -difference of long
-coritinaance.

- Shertly after the mcamhllwn of the monareln
,mk place, Berengaria, the  daughner of the Kimg
-of Navarre, arrived in Sicily, accompawied by
-Riehard’s mother ; and Philip having' already re-
-siged his clmmsupon bim m regard te Alice,
-and set .sail for Palestine, the Eaglish monarch
determined on espousing the Princess Benmgana.
- Having divided his fleet ‘into two squadrons, in
one of which his intended bride and the Queen-
.dowager of Sicily embarked, he set sail, bus had
scarcely cleared the port, when a violent sterm
.arose ; and the vessel on which the princesses were
sbeard, was wreeked on the cosst of Cyprus.
"Issac, the Emperor, as he styled himself, of the
-island, rejoiced at the rich spoil which this and
-the other ships stranded on his coast afforded him,
i-medmelymadeptmmofdncrm and left
- snd the Queen te the fary of the
-m,udﬁebdohaherdmmﬁedvu-d
‘But Richard seon appeared off the island ; and
- heawring of the barbarous conduct of the monareh,
-he disembarked, entered his eapital by storm, snd
«having obliged him to surrender, threw hims inte a
:dungeon, but, eut of compassion for his misfor-
tames as & sovereigm, bound him with fetters made
- of silver instead of iron. He then appointed go-
vernors to protect the ishnd; aad having cele-
brated bis nuptials with Bereagaria,againsetnil
for Syria, tekimg his bride with him, and the
daughter of Isaac.

A.D. 1191, When Philip arrived st Ptolemais,
-the siege of tbat city had already lasted more than
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twe yoars ; and the blood of both Christians and
Saracens had flowed in ample streams beneath ita
walls. The sight of the King of France, with bis
brave army, filled the Christians with a joy which
they had rarely felt since the loss of Jerusalem.. -
Bat Philip declared his determination not to at
tempt any conquest till the arrival of his associate,
the King of England. It was pet long, however,
before the fleet of that monarch hove in sight. By
‘the way, he had sttacked snd sunk a vessel of the
enemy, laden with stores; and his name was al-
ready a terror to the Moslems, and a promise of
success to the faithful, who awaited his arrival.
Buat before detailing the eperations of the two
.princes, each ardently bent on the sequisition of
glary, and equally desirous of outshiniag bis com-
‘panion, we must vevert to- the events which had
taken: place in Syria before their appmeeon
the scame,
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CHAPTER 1V.

CONTINUED SUCCESSES OF SALADIN~—RICHARD OF EXGLAND
AND PHILIP OF FRANCE ARRIVE IN PALESTINE.~=SIEGE OF
PTOLEMAIS.—CONRADE CHOSEN KING OF JERUSALEM——=}H1S AS-
SASSINATION,—VALOROUS EXPLOITS PERFORMED BY RICIDARS.

“THOUGH Jerusalem was lost, the spirit which had
-animated the faithfal to -achieve its conquest was
not subdued ; and Saladin, so long as the wan-
quished people valued a grave in the holy soil of
- Palestine, more than a lordly dwelling in any
other part of the world, was still but haif master
of his new dominions. The little remnsnt of
brave warriors which existed after the sweeping
destruction of the late conflict, was closely shut
up within the strong fortifications of Tyre. To
this place, therefore, important both for its si-
tuation and its strength, the conqueror directed
his arms, soon after his conquest of the Holy
City. But, just as it was on the eve of sur-
rendering to the numerous forces of the Saracen,
Conrade, son of the Marquis of Montferrat, who
had lately distinguished himself in his defence
of the Greek Emperor against his seditious sub-
jects, and had been rewarded with his daughter
in marriage, appeared in the city, and offered
to take part in its defence. The chivalrous de-
votion of the noble warrior to the falling cause re-
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newed the cowrnge of ita’ other defenders. The
forsifications were repaired ; aud Saladin saw him-
gelf obliged to prepare agnin for the assault of a
town, which be had every moment expected would
open its gates te receive bim. The father of Con-
rade was now his prisener, and he threatened to
expoee bim in the fromt of his ranks, if the city
were not speedily surrendered. The answer of
the sen was, that he weould not cease to defend
the city for such a threat; that if it were neces-
sary to the cause, his own arrew sheuld pierce the
heart of hia father; and that be should then glary
at being the son of a Christisn martyr. The bold-
ness with which the citizena proceeded to the de-
fence of their walls nobly seconded this brave de-
fiance. Even children and women busied them.
selves in the preparations ; and the desperate cour-
age of the besieged at length compelled Sala-
din to retire from the place, and direct his forces
-sgainst Tripoli, which, like Tyre, still resisted hig
arms.

A Spanish chevalier is mentjoned as having dis-
tinguished himself by the most valorous exploits
in the defence of Tyre; aud he is again celebrated
in the aceeunts of the siege of Tripali, where his
deeds were crowned with such brilliant success,
that the Moslem was again gbliged to retreat with-
out having effected his purpese. Saladin was, how-
ever, more successful in his attacks on the castle
of Carse and on Tortosa; and he had sufficient
confidence in the security of his situation, to re-
store the captive Lusignan about this time to his
liberty. Bat, previoaslyto dismissing him, he exact-
ed an ud:, by which Lusiguan bound himself to re-
somne 3ll pretensions to the kingdom of Jerusalem,
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dnd toreturn to Europe. The liberated captive, how
ever, had scarcely left the tent of his conqueror, when
an assembly of bishops freed him, by their decrees,
from the obligation of his vow. He then proceed-
ed to Tyre; but Conrade refased to admit him, er
allow his claim to the city; and the unfertunate
King, as a last resource, collected a band of abous
nine thousand men, and determined on laying siege
to Ptolemais. The attack was commeneed imme-
diately on their arriving before the walls ; but they
were terrifted from continuing their bold attempt,
by a report that Saladin was on his march to the
relief of the town at the head of his powerful ar-
my. To their great delight, however, a fleet of
fifty vessels approached the shores, bearing twelve
thonsand Christian warriors from Denmark-and
other states of the North, well-armed and pro-
vided with large quantities of valuable stores.
These were followed by a troop of English, head-
ed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and another
from Flanders ; and thus reinforced, the little army
of Lusignan took up a strong position on Mount
Turon.

Saladin paused not an instant in his march te
Ptolemais, now threatened by so formidable a
band of besiegers. By a valiant attack upon the
Christian lines, he made his way to the city ; and
reassuring the garrison by his words, and leaving
two of his most experienced generals to take
charge of the defence, he fixed his camp on Meunt
Kaisan, from whence he determined to make an
assault upon the forces of the besiegers. These
were every day increased by fresh troops of pil-
grims from the West, who, having been ineited to
undertake the voyage, by the exhortations of the
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Pope and the vemerable preachers of the crussde,
preferred setting out in small detached parties, so
Joining the royal armaments of Richard and Phi-
lip. .The siege had now continued forty days ;
and the Christian army, impatient of further de-
lay, received the signal for battle. The numerous
foroes immediately descended into the plain, which
separated them from the enemy; and the gallant
appearance of the knights and barons, armed with
lances and swords, and covered with glittering
mail, inspired the Meslems with apprehension.

Several bishops are mentioned as baving appeared
in full armour at the head of the troaps ; and the
King of ‘Jerusalem was preceded by four cheva-
liers who bare the holy Gospels.

- Saladin regarded the preparations and far-stretch-
ing lines of the Christian force with apprehension,
and had the mortification to see the left wing of
bis army give way almost immediately after the
commencement of the engagement. The Chris-
tians followed up the advantage thus gained with
desperate resolution. The enemy was driven from
his encampment, and the victorious believers
were masters of the hill en which he had posted
himself. But suddenly the Moslems rallied;
the Christians, surprised in their eager search af-
ter booty, were assailed at a disadvantage ; an A-
rab horse, which had broken loose from its rider,
was pursued by a party of soldiers ; the idea seized
the rest of the army, that their speed was occa-

sioned by the pursnit of the Saracens; and, in
an instant, the field was covered with the scat-
tered forces of the faithful, all seeking to escape,
by the rapidity of their flight, the swords of the
enemy. Saladin besitated not to take immediate
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adventage of the panic which bad “seized - bis ad<
versary ; and, in his pursait, he killed or took priv
soDer,. the best and noblest of the Chmmn-,
dem. But sach was the -impression which the
previous success of the enemy had made on the
mind of Saladin, -that be did not -attempt to par-
sue his victery by any farther attack on the hestile
army. : The fesling which he had himself on the
sebject was. partaken by his principal officers; smd
it.was debated in conncil, whether it would net bé
the met pradent measure to retire from a city, the
defence of wiich had aiready cost. them se deardy.
The: Moslem forces were finally led 1o the moum-
tein-Kurouba, where they were encemped for the
winter; and the Christians were left to pursue the
siege, vmhmtnypment merrwption foomm the
assaults of Seladin. Bat messages were semt com-
tinvally to warn him of the danger ef the citys
and, unoothermeuwnldbesomllmi;
ov had so fair a chance of escaping the pursuit of
the. enewsy, pigeous were e-ployultomyﬁuo
messages ¢to his camp.

- .As soon ndnopmghadrendmdvhoem.y
more passsble, Saladin agsin descended imto the
pleia, and advanced towards the Christian vemts.
The besieged, encouraged by his presence, employg+«

od all the mest formidable arts of defence; snd
the engines which the Framks had hoedagam
the walls were -bmrnt to the grouad, either by
flaming errows, or sapths, which was hurled upen
them in pots filled with that. inflammmble mateviak
‘The troops, in the mesn time, were astacked
without ¢easing by the forces of Saladin, snd al-
Most every day was witness to a pitched battle
‘between the two mighty armaments.. The fieets
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‘hlsg, which' came laden from the east and west
with supplies for the respective camps, were seen
joining in furious conflict as they pressed towards
the port ; and the whole circumference of plain,
mountain and ocean, appeared covered with hosts
of warriors all engaged in desperate conflict. On
the festival of Saint James, however, the Chris-
tinns, impatient of the partial success which had
attended their occasional encounters, pressed their
chiefs to risk a more general engagement. The
desire was granted ; but their conduct scarcely an-
swered to the anxiety with which they had soli-
cited to be led onward. After a sudden and im-
petaous onset, they were totally routed by the
Saracens ; and the garrison, making s sally at- the
sasme time from the city, their camp was pillaged,
and several of their women and children were car-
ried away by the conquerors. The news which ar-
rived sbout this time of the death of the Em|
Barbarossa, and of the dispersion of his forces
which toek place shortly after, increased their dis-
comfiture, and several of the chiefs began to me-
ditste a retreat. A victory, however, which their
fleet gained over the vessels of the enemy, re-
inspired them with hope ; but this was once more
dissipated by a similar circumstance in favour of
the Saracens ; and thus the combatants shared suc-
cess and defeat almost equally between them. But
as the winter season again appreached, the Chris-
tisns -began to be less frequently supplied with
stores by the arrival of vessels from Europe, and
famrine and disease made fearful ravages in their
camp. . To describe the miseries. which were suf--
fered on this occasion; would be only to -repeat
what has nlrendybeonsad.m:he account of the
VOL. 1L
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_sieges of Antioch and other. places during the for-
‘mer crusades; but such was the extremity of mi-
sery to which they were soon reduced, that many
of the bravest and most faithful warriors sunk be-
‘neath their-misery, -and were driven, by their suf-
ferings, to offer to renounce their religion for the
‘sake of receiving succours from the Moslems. -Fre-
deric, who had taken the command of the German
crusaders, after the unfortunate death of the. Em-
Jperor, perished of want and sickness in this cala-
mitous period. The Queen of Jerusalem, slso,
died about the same time ; and the ambitious Con-
rade increased the dmresa ‘and_confusion of the
Christians, by marrying her sister Isabella, whom
he caused to be divorced from her lawful husband
Honfroy de Thoron, and then laid claim to the
crown of the sacred territory. -

Conrade, it will be remembered. . had already a
wife living, the daughter, of the Greek Emperor,
wbom he had left at Consmtmople, when - he get
forth on his chivalrous expedition to - Palestine,
This circumstance, together with the divorce which
be was obliged to procure for Isabel, oquuoned
great displeasure to the more gomscientious of.the
faithful ; and the weak and -unfortunate Guy of Ln-
signan lost no opportunity of exclaiming agsinst
the usurper of his throne. But Conrade had
many claims to the respect of the army. He bad
performed prodigies of valour in the defence: of
Tyre ; be was master of that important city; and
was on the whole, perhaps, the prince - in whase
bravery and experience the discomfited Christians
might the most safely place relisnce. Opinion
was thus divided on the important question of who
should be King of Jerusalem, and the most ruin-
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ous comesquences weuld probably have followed
ﬁ'om the dissensions between the two parties in the

; but the Bishops prudently proposed that
tbe decision shoald be referred to the Kings of
England and France, who were every day expect-
ed; and they thus obtained the advantage of put-
ting off the danger of the contest, till they should
bave more authority to ward off its evil conse-

uences.

The arrival of the two monarchs was celebrated
by the Christians with the greatest expressions of
delight ; and as Saladin cast his eye over the vast
plain covered with their teits, he trembled for his
newly acquired dominions. But the power of the
crusaders was threatened witli a fearful diminu-
tion, by the pride and dangerous rivalry of Rich-
ard eod Philip. The latter, it is sald, promised
three gold pieces a month to the kmghts in his
army. who were without money. Richard, on hear-
ing this, immediately promised four to those of
his chevaliers who were in a similar situation ; and
from this and other circamstances of a like na-
ture, the formet animosity which existed between’
them regained possession of their minds. When
the subject, therefore, of Conrade’s pretensions to:
ﬁn crown of Jerusalem was proposed for discus-
sion, Philip, who seconded his claims, was imme-
diately opposed by Richard, who contended for
the rights of Lusignan. In the midst, however,
of these disputes, the contest with' the Saracens
was carried on with' equal vigour as at the first;
and it was not 4l the two monarchs fell sick that
sy pause took place in the conflict. The gene-’
vous conduct which was evinced by Saladin on
thia occasioit has been degervedly celebrated. To
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refresh the Christian princes in their illness, he.
sent them supplies of Damascus pears and ' other
delicious fruits, and an intercourse was kept u
between the three kings, which manifests a higl‘:
refinement of sentiment in the warriors of that
period.

* Neither Richard nor Philip had suffered their
sickness to keep them entirely from the battle-field 3
but instantly on their recovery, the proceedings of.
the army again commenced with wonted vigour.
Success, bowever, still bung doubtfully between
the two armaments, and equal valonr was dis-
played by the Christian and the Moslem. But
the deeds of one chevalier are particularly comme-.
morated in the narrations of the continually re-
newed contests which took place between the hos-
tile forces. On one of these occasions, the camp
of the believers was attacked by the enemy, who
were on the point of pushing their way beyond
its defences. Without any companion, this re-.
nowned hero opposed himself to the charge of the.
Maoslems, and armed with his heavy cuirass, which
entirely covered him, he received, unflinching, the
vollies of darts dud javelins which were incessant-
1y hurled against him. At length, finding that no
weapon could reach the heart of this redonbtable
knight, the Saracens had recourse to the Greek
fire, which, enveloping his head in flames, speedily
destroyed him.,

Never did a mors general display of. valour,
take place, - than during this long and celebrated
siege. At length, the Saracens began to tremble
within their fortifications. They saw the moats
filled with the dead bodies of their camrades, and

-the Christians every day gaining some more advaps
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tigeous position for carrying on the assgult. While
amine was dug on, one side, huge mounds of earth
were raised on another ; and from these hillocks,
or their moveable towers, the besiegers, poured

ir destructive missiles into the city. Their per-
severance soon began to show some promise of
success. The ramparts were in several places
broken down, and the garrison became every day
less spirited 'in its resistance. The governor of
the city, convinced that he could hold out but for
a short time longer, at last consented to follow the
wishes of the ixfha itants, and endeavour to make
terms with the enemy before their power of de-
fence was quite exhausted. He accardingly pro-
ceeded fo the Christian camp, and there offered
to surrender, on_condition that the inhahitanta
should be permitted to retire in safety, which,
said be, was granted to the Christians, when, four
years before. the Mussulmans bad, taken posses-
slon of the city. But the chiefs of the crusaders.
refused to accept the offer, and declared they,
would only spare the inhabitants on condition that
Jerusalem, and the other towns taken eince the
battle of Tiberias, were also swrrendered. The
Moslem, rendered desperate by this answer, re-.
turned to the garrison, and made another bold at-.
tempt to save the city. But his efforts were vain,
and he was obliged to avert the fury of the con-
uering Franks, by agreeing to pay two hundred
?hoqsand gold pieces to the chie?s, to restore the
wood of the true cross, with sixteen hundred pri-
soners, and to give hostages till these stipulations
should be fulfilled. ,
The siege of Ptolemais bad lasted two years,
and formed one of the most remarkable periods in
K 2
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the history of the crusades. The chivalry of Emy.

rope was put to many a signal proof during ite

continuance ; and the heroic deeds of Bichard of:
England, and other less exalted, but equally brave,

knights, rendered the plains of Ptolemais famous
ip the records of chivalric daring. Several en-
counters, it is related, took place between the
chiefs of the hostile armies, which appear to have
had their origin in the sole wish of the warriors
to try their strength; and the battle-field was
not unfrequently converted into the scene of a
splendid tournament. By this means, a close
intercourse was kept up between the Christian
and the Moslem, and the ferocity of each was
sofiened by the obligations of knightly honour.
The courtesy of Saladin, when his royn{ enemies
were confined by sickness to their tents, has been
already noticed; and if the rude spirit of the
Prank felt as any time the humanizing effects of
an intercourse with the more polished Saracen,
the siege of Ptolemais was one of the events to
which the advantage is to be ascribed, But what-
ever were the consequences of this occasional in-
terchange of attention between the two enemies,
the annals of war have no picture more fearfnl
than that which is presented in the history of this
siege. No less than sixty thousand Christians fell
before they achieved the victory; and such was
_the madness that pervaded both the besieged and

the besiegers, that multitudes of children were

suffered to rush from the respective camps, and
destroy each other in the presence of their parents
and countrymen.

But in the midst of all this martial fury and
chivalrous glory, we have still before us an odious
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of licentiousness and debauchery. The
suldiers of the cross openly gave themselves over
to every species of vice. Three hundred women
sre said to have arrived at one time in the camp,.
who immediately resigned themselves to prostitu-
tion; and the moral condition of the army was in_
all respects in barmony with this affair. The
frightful disorders which took place during the
first crmsade fill the mind with horror ; but our as-
tonishment at the atrocities which were then com-
mitted by men professedly engaged in the service
of God, is greatly diminished by the considera-
tion, that most of those who composed the earlier
armaments were drawn from the most nntaught
and the rndest of the people ;—that they were left
free both of law and discipline, and were led by
men who had little authority over them, and whe,
for the most part, were as ignorant and deveid of
principle as themselves. No such palliation, how-
ever, is to be alleged, in apology for the licenti-
ousness of the army under the Kings of France
and England. They were at the head of troops
who owned their sovereign authority ;—they pos-
sessed a general and important influence over the
whole vast multitnde, and were accompanied by
several of the most accomplished cavaliers of the
time. The disorders, therefore, which occurred
are a plain indication of a general dissolution of
manners, not merely in the inferior ranks of the
- erusaders, but among the boasted ornaments of
chivalry; and the gay and sparkling pictare of
- knighthood and its times, is, in this portion of his-
tory, changed into a revolting representation of dark
and terrifying vice. - e
But thers are circumstances which, in the
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gloomiest annals of our race, cast a ray of light -
over the telancholy spectacle of human degrada-
tion. Frequently has it beén the case, that, when
war has reigned in its worst forms, charity and_
mercy have found some plea to appear on earth,
and exereise their divine ministry on the very scene
of destruction and misery. The plains of Ptole-
mais furnished an exsmple of this kind. While
thousands of Christians were every day perishing
in battle, and the most powerful of the ecclesias- .
tics were engaged either in the actual conflict, or
iin urging the warriors to the fight, a poor English’
priest employed bimself in consecrating a spot of
ground for the burial of the dead ; and having built
asmall chapel there at his own expense, he suffered
no Christian to return to the ‘earth, without pay-
ing bis remains the last offices of brotherly chari-
The Teutonick Order of Knights had also its
origin about this time, and arose from the bepe-
volence of some German chevaliers, who united
themselves into a body for the protection and sup-
port of their wounded countrymen. Their asso-
ciation was subsequently approved of by the Pope,
and a code of laws was drawn up for the future
government of the society. The initiation of the
members was nearly the same as that of the Tem-
plars ; and, like them, they were to have a ¢ross
embroidered on their vestments, which were
white, and on their banners. The grand-master
bad aleo the privilege of having the fleurs-de-lys
added to the cross, which honour was granted
him by the King of France; and by these, and
other similar means, the order shortly acquired
considerable distinction. When, in a subsequent
e, it established itself in Europe, it obtaihed
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bymndtbeglhofdn Pope, a sove-

sathority over the principal part of Prus-
eia; but the original spinit of tho institution-
seems to have been worn ont before this period;
and, mnder the pretence of bringing the unfortu-
nate inhabitants of the devoted provinces within
the pale of the true church, they perpetrated many
and diabolical enormities. But to proceed with
our narrative :—

The Christians had scarcely time to enjoy their
trinmph, before discontent reigned throughout the
camp. The pride and impetuosity of Richard ap-
pear to have been the first cause of this occur-
rence. * Leopold of Austria was pnblicly insalted
by him, and bad the mortification of seeing his
standard, which he had fixed on one of the city
towers, ﬁnﬂed down and thrown into a ditch by
the haughty Englishman. Conrade retired in al-
most eqnal disgust ; and Philip, moved, it is pro-
bable, by a feeling of a similar kind, declared his
intention of immediately returning to Europe.
Besides these dissensions among the chiefs, a feel-
ing of diseatisfaction very generally prevailed
through the army. Nearly the whole.of the spoil
had been divided by Rlcbard and Philip between
themselves ; and both the clergy and the troops
were loud in their eomplaints against such a dis-
position of the hooty. But the courage of Richard
was not to be daunted by difficulties ; and his first
wish was to be left sole master of the field. It
wes with no little pleasure, therefore, that he saw
the several rivals of his authority prepare for their

; and when the last of them took farewsll .
of the ambitious chief, he turned to the work of

forcing the enemy to qomplata the performanca of



128 HISTORY G¥ CHIVALRY,

the' capitulation. This, it- appears, Siathin was:
backward in- doing ; and the principal articles of-
the’ treaty' remained unfulfilled. Richard, there--
fore; determined’ on giving the Saracen a proof- of:
what he would'do ir prosecution of his righy; if it
were' any longer withliolden ; and, on the Wednes-
day after the' Feast of Assumption, he sent seven
bundred. off his Moslem piisoners without the
walls of the city, and there had them butchered:
by his followers, who ‘are represented ss rejoicing
in this work of blood: * The conduct of the mo-
narch has been sometimes: excused by the asser-
tion; that Saladin had committed' a similar cruelty
towards the: Christians in. his. power; but’ there ie’
not evidence sufficiently strong to convict him of’
this crime ; and the lion.hearted conqueror must
bear the whole weight of the iniquitous proceed-

ing:

- Saladin, however, though he determiued on re-
sisting-the claim of the Christians as to the exe-
. cation of the treaty; had not sufficient confidence
in his strength to ventare on meeting his conquer
orein the field, and tliey were lefo to enjoy, for
a short time, the pleasures and security of the.
noble city they had subdued. But again the cla-
rion sounded through the camp, and at the sum-
mons of the English King, the army began to-
march towards Joppa. A fleet’ accompanied
it on its way; and the sacred standard was.
borne in a sort of car, mounted on four wheels,
for the purpose. The usual miseries attend-
ed its progress, and the troops were infested’
continually by numerous insects, harassed: by

Vinisauf.
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the-close pursuit-of the enemy, and oppressed by
the great weight of their armopr and accoutse-
ments. They were, therefore, obliged to pro-
ceed 80 slowly, that three leagues was the. utraent
distance they-eould march in.a day, and st night
they halted for repose. Before their retiring .to
rest, a herald cried with a lowd voice, “ Lord, sno-
cour the Holy Sepulchre!” which he repeated three
times, and the response was made by the. whole
army. A similar form was used in the i

when the mapch was recommenced ; and after six
days the Christians arrived at Cesarea. The con-
fidence of the chiefs had by this time somewhas
abated, and they would- willingly bave entered in-
to a negociation with the esemy; but his proud
rejection of .all ;propesals in which the surrender
of Jerusalem was mentioned, made -them deters
mine ¢0 pursue their fortune, till a bastle shewld
decide the,fate of the Hely Land. At length
they redcbed the plains of Arsur, and there the
troeps of the enemy were assembled to meet them.
No less .then two .hundred thoussnd Moslema
formed the army of Saladin on this occasion. Bat
Ricbard, witheut hesitation, prepared to engage
him, and:ebout three in the afteznoen - the battle
was began. by a mixed troop of Bedouin Arabs,
Ethiopians and Scythians, all armed sccording to.
the-costume of their: respective countries. Their
wild and furians attack, however, made little im.
pression on the faithful, who went forward om
their march, the commander baving ordered them
to remain on the defepsive till he shonld give
the. signal for.attack. ,But his pracantion was ren-.
dered useless by the impatience of the army to
commence the:sssault ; and-some of the seost ar-
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"dent of the lmights rushing forward aguinst:the
-enemy, they were followed first by the Hospital-
ers, and then by others, and the battle in a
‘few moments became general. At first, the con-
fusion of the conflict hardly permitted either party
to discover its precise position, and many Chris-
tians are said to have fallen under the misdirect-
'ed weapons of their brethren. At length the Sa~
racens began to give way, and the faithful saw
themselves masters of the field. They are - de-
scribed as remaining for seme minutes so sston-
ished at their sudden success, thas they forgot te
examine the real condition of the hostile forces,
snd in this situation they were surprised by twene
tythousand of the emenry’s troeps; who, unexpecsed-
ly rallying, rushed upon them with & courage ren-
dered furious by the desire of retrieving: the fa«
vear of their master. But Richard flew to the head
of his army, his presence restored its confidence, and
the Moslems were again beaten ; 8o that altogether
Saladin lost mthnbauloabovo eight thomsnd
soldiers, and thirtystwo of his prmclpal officers or
Emirs.
The Christians, after this important vietory, pur-
' sued their route to Joppa ; but Saladin had preceded
them, and demolished the fortifications of the town,
as he proposed to do those of the other cities which
he had reason' to dread might fall into the hands
of his enemies. It thus beeame a matter of doubt
to the chiefe of the crusaders, what mensure it would
be ' most pruderit for them in this case ‘to pursue..
But Richard succeeded'in persuading his compa-
" niens to remain for a time at Joppa, and commenee-
rebuilding its fortifications. After enjoying a short
- but luxuriant repose, the army resumed its march
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in. September, and then agein fixed its camp, -the
sisuation chosen for that purpose being between
the castle of Desplants and Mahei. It was while

-it remained here that Richard gave .one of the
most shining instances of his bravery and generosis
ty. A small body of Templars having ventured
from the camp to ravage the country in search of
ferage, they were suddenly assailed -by a numer-
ous party of Saracens. Overpowered by numbers,
they were on the point of sinking beneath the
swords of the enemy,.when. Richard discovered
their hazardous position. Mounting his favourite
Cyprus barb, he darted towards the scene of action,
when. his aitendants, .perceiving the overpowering
mambegs of the Moslems, begged him to retreat;
and it was then be returned that answer to their
entreaties, so honourable to him as a brave and
faithful knight. ¢ While these warriors, ” ex<
claimed be angrily, « bave followed me as their
chief, I also have promised never to abanden them.
If they -should perish without help, should I be
worthy of commaading them.? or. should I again
be able to bear the name of King?” Withous
saying more, he ruehed upon the Moslems ; death
followed every stroke of his eword ; the dispirited
knights- recovered their courage; in a little time
the infidels were nearly all kLilled or taken prison-
ers ; and.the Christians returned, with, Richard as
their head, in trimmnph to the camp.

- But notwithstanding all the bravery of Richard,
and the readiness with which he always exposed
himself to the greatest dangers of the war, he was
nnable to silence,the voice of envy, which was
the. more clamerous against him,; the more he me-
rited the respect of his companions in the holy

VOL. I L
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enterprise. Convinced of the obstatle which wes
‘thus opposed to his designs, he repeated the pro-
posal to Saladin, or rather to his brother, Malek-al-
“Adel; of ceasing from any further prosecution of
*the war, if he would consent to resign Jerusalem
tothernstiam, and the wood of the true cross.
But again the Saracen rejected the proposition
‘with disdain ; useﬂmg,ththeeonldnot,witbout
committing the greatest crime, resign a city to in-
fidels, which had been renderéd holy in the eyes
of Mussalmans, by its having been the chosen
sceme of their prophet’s miraculous vision, and by
its still being the spot where the angels loved to
mssemble.  As for the wood of the true eross, the
‘Saracen declared that he considered it as an ob-
joct of scandal, as an outrage upon the Divinity ;
end that no- consideration or advantages whatso-
wever sheuld induce him to gweuptotbeClms-
tians that shameful object of their

The negociation fuiling on this gronnd it was
mewedinsmmnerleseomumwhbdw

‘The widow of William, the late King of Sicily,
hda-hmumenneeunvedeyrh and,
strange to say, Richard now proposed that a mar-
riage sheuld be effected between Malek-al-Adel,
the brother of Saladin, and this Christian prineess.
Should this take place, he proposed that

should each reign over Jerusalem, and thus

vide both Christians and Mussulmans with a
ruler of their own faith. This strange propo-
sl wes accordingly sent in due form to Ses
Jadin, who, it is reported; expressed no dis:
ivclination 10 the anmmgement 'ht,aitw-m-
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sesablo to expect, both the Christian and Mussul. -
man aomy manifested the etrongest indignation at
this temporizing conduct of their chiefs ; and they -
were ebliged to break off the unpopular conference.
No slight evil appears to have resulted from the
difficulty which the crusaders lay under to settle-
the government of the Holy City, even when they-
bad still to fight for its possession. The most
violent. disputes had arisen on account of the doubt-
ful right of succeesion to the throne; and Philip
and Richard had made this one .of the many:
somrces of their personal dislike. Before the for-
mer, however, left Syria, a sort of compromise
hdbeenamdonbyCannde,whoclmmed the
crown in virtue of hia masriage with the princess
Elizabeth, and the feeble Lusignan. Accerding
to this treaty, it was settled that the latter shounld
enjoy the kingdom for life, but that, at hie death,
it should descend to Conrade, or. the heirs of
that prince. That while they both lived, the re-
venues of the state should be divided between'
them ; that Conrade should enjoy, as a reward for
hould belosg o it 43 hecediry poscsnions

ong to him as itary possessions ;
and that Lusignan should, in the same manner,
be endowed with the lordship of Joppa, with the
Pprovision, however, in both cases, that these states
should be beld as wibutary to the kingdom of
Jerusalem.

But events were about te occur which speedily
put & termination to this settlement; and how lit-
tle it was regarded by the: principal leader of the
crasades, may be sufficiently learnt from the men-.
tion we have made of his negotistions with Malek-
al-Adel. Immediately after the termination of that
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affair in the maoner described, Richard continned
his march, and the enthusiasm of the army per-
suaded him to direct his course towards Jerusa-
lem ; but the difficulties of the route, the weak-
ness of most of the soldiers from sickness and pri-
vation, and the formidable defences which Saladin
was preparing against his approach, rendered the
greater part of the leaders fearful of the con-
sequences of such a bold proceeding, and they
finally determined on marching to Ascalon. But
on their arrival before that city, the Christians
were oppressed with a profound melancholy. That
strong and extensive fortress had bheen just before
stripped of its noble ramparts by the policy of
Saladin, and now presented a miserable spectacle
of ruin and desolation. Even the Moslem, when
he gave the command for its destruction, is said
to have evinced the deépest regret at the fatal ne-
eessity which compelled bim to this step. Hav-
ing consulted with his Emirs to find, if possible,
some expedient by which the city might be eafely
spared, and seeing no alternative, he called one or
two of his friends to him on the morning of the
day intended for the destruction ef the place ; and
having, in company with them, taken a last sur-
vey of the lofty and magnificent citadel, he ex-
claimed, “ By the holy name of God, I would
rather lose my son than destroy one stone of this
city ; but what the will of God, and the welfare
of the faitlifal require, let that be done.” The
command was then given for the demolishing of
the gates and ram ; and when the Christians
arrived, Ascalon, the bride of Syria as it was cal-
led, retained no resemblance of its late strength
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Richard, with all his impetuosity and pride,
and li¢tle inclined, as he generally was, to performi
apy duty but such as called for a display of his
knightly acquirements, was not wanting in the
penetration and foresight which, had they been
oftener exercised, would have gone far in making
him a ekilful leader, and perheps a wise and pru-
dent monarch. The same principle by which the
Saracens had acted in destroying the fortifications
of Ascalon, ought to have induced the crusaders
to steadily the on which they at first
Mpu:‘s:? repairing tbep‘:: Could they have efe
fected their restoration to any thing near their
former strength, they would bave made them-
telves masters of one of the most important sta-
tions in theland. Richard was well aware of the
benefit which would accrue to the cause by such
8 procedure, and did every thing in his power to
excite the enthusiasm of the army in favour ef bis
design. At first his ardour, and the example
which he gave by his persenal exertion, was imi-
tated by almost every man in the army; and ba-
rons and knights were seen labouring like come
mon workmen in the undertaking. But their de-
termination soon waxed faint; and some of the
least willing began to excuseé themselves from con-
tinning their exertions, by throwing out expres-
sions of eontempt upon the occupation. Leopold
of Austria, who had never forgotten the insumit
which he had received from Richard at Ptolemais,
replied to the persuasions of the latter to con-
tinue his exertions, that he was neither a carpen~
ter nor a mason. The word was taken up by
other chevaliers equally disinclined to such a labo-

L2



i80 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

rious employment ; and discord y
through every division of the Christian forces.

- The work, however, was continued, though
with less activity every day, till Lent, when the
desire which had early existed in the army to
proceed at once to Jerusalem, returned with all
its original violence ; and this, added to the dis-
content and faction which had of late gained ground,
rendered the situation of Richard exceedingly
doubtful. But he was shortly obliged, from un-
foreseen circumstances, to determine on messures
which threatened the crusaders with direful con-
sequences, and with a fit punishment for their
bad faith towards a leader so devoted to their
cause as the King of England. Conrade che-

rished the most violeut dislike of hie royal rival in

arms, as well as authority, and employed every
means to destroy his influence with the army. He
at last carried his enmity so far, as to form an
allience with the Saracens, preferring to nnite
with the enemy of the faith, to seeing a man whom
he hated prosper in his designs. It is not pasy,
therefore, to say what would have been the fate
of Richard, bad circumstances allowed of his
longer continuing in Syria; but messengers ar-
rived about this time from England, to acquaint
him that his brether John was busily engaged in
supplanting him in his dominions, and that he
could only save his crown by speedily returning
to the West,

Few of the crusaders were blind to the merits
of Richard, however they hated him for his suc-
cess, or dreaded the effects of bis powerful re-
sentment. When, theréfore, he announced to a
council of chiefs his intention to set out on his
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retarn to Europe, they received the intelligence
with sorrow and consternation ; and trembled as
the prospect of the evils which they dreaded
would follow his departure. Nothing is record-
ed of Bichard more honourable to his charac-

, than his conduct on this occasion. As some
reparation of the loss they would sustain by his
abeence, he promised to leave with the Chris-
tians three hundred of his bravest knights, and
two thousand foot soldiers. But the noblest in-
stance of his generous sacrifice of private feel-
ings to the general good, was still to come. De-
prived of him, the chiefs of the army had reasom
to dread that confusion and anarchy would pre-
vent their success in any fature prosecution of the
" war. Richard’s fame and authority had kept to-
gether the discordant elements of the army longer
than might have been reasonably expected; and
there was scarcely a room for doubt, that, on his
influence being withdrawn, the forces would no
longer be preserved in a state of organizatiun.
The first measure, therefore, which their present
circumstances made it necessary to pursue, was
the choice of a leader who might in some de-
gree supply the place of the retreating monarch.
Conrade presented himself as the only one of the
Christian chiefs whose name or character could
render him fit to be the smccessor of Richard in
anthority. When the latter, therefore, inquired
whom they intended to elect as their head, they
replied, that they had decided in favour of the
Prince of Tyre. At first, Richard was deeply
sffected by this election of his bitterest enemy,
but subduing the feeling almost as soon as it was
awakened, he expressed his willingness to assent

9
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to the arrangement ; and Conrade was chosen King
of Jerusalem. - - :

But the joy which the newly elected monsrch

at the announcement of the messenger
-who acquainted him with his good fortune, was of
brief continuance. Some months before his eleva-
tion, twe young and devoted disciples of the Old Man
of the Mountains arrived at Tyre. Following theif
wusual inode of action, they used the wisest precau.
tions to conceal their real character, and the design
theylrad in view. To render themselves the morese-
cure from suspicion, they assumed the religious ha-
¥it, and were only remarkable for their austerities,
#nd the fervaur of their devotion. At length the
time appeared fitted for the execution of theit
purpose ; and while Conrade was sharing in the
festivities of the city, in consequence of his elec-
tion, they finally doomed him to destruction. He
‘was returning from a feast when they met him;
end both drawing their daggers, they buried them
in the body of ‘the unfortunate prince.  The tu-
mult which this sudden catastrophe occasioned,
enabled one of the Ismaelians to escape into &
neighbouring charch ; and he lay there concealed,
till Conrade was brought in by his atterdants.
With the most desperate determination to com-
plete his work, he sprung forth from his hid-
ing-place, and, in the sight of the astonished mmul-
titude, again planged his weapon into the body of
‘;ﬂ;e prince, who immediately expired under his

OwWS.

The murder of Conrade was ascribed to various
causes, and the guilt laid, by turns, at the door of
Baladin, Richard, and the injured Honfroy ‘de
Thoron, whose wife, it will be remembered, the

®
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- Prinee of Tyre had caused to be divorced, in order
that he might himself marry her. But the Ismael-
ians preserved the most profound silence respect-
ing their employers, or the motives which led
them to commit the deed ; and, though put to the
most excruciating tortures, they died without re-
vealing the secret. The attention of the peopla
was shortly after engaged by the necessity of
choosing a new governor; and Henry, the Count.
of Champagne, was preferred to the vacant digni-
ty, and married the widow of the late Count.

While these events were taking place, Richard
bad proceeded to Ramla, and there distinguished
himeelf by many a bold deed of arms. Ten, twen-
ty, and sometimes thirty infidels fell every day be-
neath his arm; and, when the terror which his
name inspired prevented his meeting with a suffi-
cient number of enemies, to secure him his com-
plement of trophies, he turned his spear against
the wild animals of the forest, and contented him-
self with slaying bears instead of Moslems. While
engaged in these pursuits, which delayed bhis pro-
posed journey to Europe, the new King of Jeru-
salem arrived at his camp, leading with him sixty
thousand well-armed troops, and accompanied by
his bride and the Duke of Burgundy. The Castle
of Daroum had just fallen into the hands of Ri-
chard, when this splendid addition was made to
bis forces, and triumph and festivity pervaded every
quarter of the far-spreading encampment. In the
general excitement which prevailed, the most dis-
tinguished chevaliers in the army made a solemn
agreement that they would attempt the recovery
of Jerusalem, notwithstanding any determination
whieh the King of England might make to aban-
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don the enterprise. But the jollity of his compa-'
nions, and the enthusissm with which they deves~.
ed themselves to their design, threw Richard im~
to a deep melancholy ; and he remained gloomi~
ly shut up in his tent, while every one else was
occupied with the music and dancing, er other
marks of rejoicing, which filled the plains. = Nor.
were the rebukes of the ministers of religion, .ar
of his conscience, wanted to depress the spirits of -
the monarch; and the idea of leaving Syria bew:
came at length so distressing to him, that he declared:
to Heory and the Duke of Burgandy, that he
would defer his departure till the following Lemt.
A herald immediately proclaimed the joyful tid..
ings of this change in Richard’s measures to the:
army ; and a command was shortly after given the
troops, to commence their march towards Jernse-:
lem. The confidence and delight with which the
first crusaders traversed the route to the Holy City
were scarcely greater than thoee which ired
the followers of the young King and his noble al-
lies. The soldiers of Henry still retained the-
gaiety and glitter of the marriage-festival; and .
those of Richard were filled with the lofty feelings-:
of men rendered proud by late triumphs, and stilk
prouder by being the companions of a leader dis~
tingunished throughout Christendom for the splen-
dour of his actions. All bearts were beating high
with the hopes of conquest ; and po army of cra-
saders perhaps had ever set forth on their romte
with more circamstances to support their courage,
by brilliant associations and sparkling accompani.
ments to their martial array.  The helmets of tbo
warriors, adorned with a more than usual profas
sion of plumes ; the splendid banners that floatad
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in the air to the songs of minstrels, or the animat-
ing hotes of the clarions ; and the forest of spears,
each of which, catching the deszling light, might
have been taken for a sun-beam,—altogether pre-
sented a spectacle which filled the beholders with
joy, and led the soldiers themselves to believe for
& time that they were proceeding to a glorious

i

Bat every time we have now occasion to remark
say breaking forth of the flame of enthusissm s-
mong the crusaders, we see it burning less steadily,
sad more easily extinguished by any untoward cir-
cumstance. The army had pursued its march to
within about seven leagues .of Jerusalem, when
Richard commanded “it to balt, and took up his
quarters in the city of Bethenepolis. Here, it ap-
petits, the remembrance of his country, of the evils
% which he was exposing it by his absence, and
of the great probability which existed that he
wotld loee his crown if he any longer delayed to
retarn, came agam with full force upon his memo-
ry.* 8¢ill, therefore, undecided 'as to what mea-
owvess he shotild take, he remsimed at Bethenopo-
b, - meither willing to go forward, and meet Sals-
din, whe was using every means to resist his ene-
mies to the utmost, nor able to overcome his dis-
to leave others to reap the harvest of a field
he bad himself prepared for the sickle.
passed away, and still he continued un-
while the murmurs of the army only
0 irritate him, and convert his gloom into
-Once, while he was in this nﬁt:]of(;l;ld,
approached mear eno to the y City to
 view ofiwtowe;g',handthe sight melted
*to teare; but e could not he persuaded to &

Hi

¥
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in conformity with the impulse which he felt ; and
when he began 4o confer again with the other
chiefs, he only expressed his- doubtfulness as. to
their chance of succeeding agsinst Saladin, - who
was now so well prepared to resist their approaches.

The situation, however, of the Christisn army
was plainly such, that ruin must speedily follow,
if some decision was not promptly taken to detés-
mine its further movements. A council, therefore,
was called, consisting of five members from each
of the two great religious orders of kuights, five
of the barons of Palestine, and five French barons.
Baut the same difficulties opposed the decisions of
the council, as had existed in the minds of the chiefs
before they bad recourse to this means of re-
solving their doubts. On one side it was. alleged,
that Saladin was involved in domestic dissensions
with bis subjects, and with the Caliph of . Bagdad,
which would prevent his offering any vigorous re-
sistance to the Christian arms. On the other, it
was said, that these reports had been circulated
by the emissaries of the Moslem, and were only
intended to lead the faithful to undertake an enter-
prise which would perbaps prove the tetal ruin of
:belrm'e,mdbenhmngdugmotothm-
selves.

AD.1192. Bumuungnhrenonghtbanhrd,
whose greatest wish now appeared to be to retreas
from the Saracens, was, at every interval of rest to
the general forces, .employing himself, and a.few
of bis bravest knights, in the most desperate un.
dertakings. At Ramla and elsewhere, this wag tbe
case with our lion-hearted menarch; and whilst his
partisans in the council were using every argnment
in their power to persuade to pacific measyres, he
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was occupied in watching the approach of a richly-
laden caravan, which he bad received a report
was daily expected at Jerusalem, with the most
valuable merchandise of Egypt. Choosing a small
party from his followers, he immediately set out
in quest of the prize, and came up with it in the
district of Hebron, after having marched all night,
The caravan was guarded by a large band of war~ °
riors ; but the irresistible arm of Richard put them
ta instant flight, and he became master of the rich
booty. This consisted of four thousand seven
hundred camels, and a proportionate number of
horses, mules, and asses, all of which were bur-
dened with the most valuable productions of the
East. The return of Richard, thus accompanied,
to the camp, was hailed with loud acclamations of
joy; and the people of Jerusalem were thrown
into equal consternation by the loss of so much
wealth. Had the Christians marched directly to
the Holy City, they would have bad every cir-
cumstanee in their favour, a disheartened garrison,
and a tumultuons populace, confounding all the
schemes which Saladin was employing to secure
the defence of the place. - But the council which
bad been chosen to consider the expediency .of
proceeding to Jerusalem, decided against it; and
the army had the mortification to learn, in the
midst of its rejoicings, that a retreat was to be
immediately commenced. :
Saladin, as soon as he saw the crusaders turn
their backs on the Holy City, collected an army,
composed of the forces of Mesopotamia, Aleppo,
and Egypt, with which he proceeded to Joppa,
and took that city by assault. But Richard ar-
rived at'the moment of the Moslem's triumph
YOL. 1L N
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from Ptolemais ; and, jumping out of the veesel
which was carrying him to shore, before it couid
reach land, he rushed upon the enemy, and quickly
compelled him to retreat. On the third day after
this valorous exploit, the Saracens renewed their
attempts, and early in the morning he was roused
by thecry of “ To arms ! ” When he rose, he found
his camp surrounded by Musulmans ; and he had
scarcely time half to dress himself, before he was
obliged to mingle in the fray. Ten horses only,
it is said, remained to the Christian chevaliers, and
‘these were immediately mounted by Richard, the
Count Robert of Leicester, the King of Jerusa-
lem, and other equally brave knights, who follow-
ed Richard, some of them without shoes or stock-
ings, and others without any covering but their
shirts. After having made a hasty disposition of
his small force, the valorous King exhorted them
to fight like men whose only safety was in their
courage, as they were surrounded by the enemy,
and retreat was impossible. To this argument he
added - another equally powerful, and selemaly
swore that he would cut off the head of any man
whom be saw slack in his duty. The Turks now
spproached, with their trampets sounding and ban-
ners flying, against this little but desperata band
of opponents; and after a short trial of strength,
they were obliged to give way before the firm line
of the Christians. Richard then led his men for-
ward, and the cross-bowmen discharging their ar-
rows, completed the discomfiture of the enemy.
The chevaliers, in the mean time, rode furicusly
into the disordered ranks of the Moslems ; and as
often as the valour of any ome of them browght
him into imminent peril, King Ricbard was im-
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mediately at band to cut his way. through the
crowd. At one time he plunged alone into the
very ceaire of the Saracens, and for some time
was lost entirely from the view of his anxious fol-
lowers. But while they were expecting to hear
the shont of triumph at the fall of their noble
leader, they beheld him riding out of the disor-
dered ranks of the enemy, covered with dust, and
the blood of the numbers who had fallen by
his hand. It was at this period of the battle that
Malek-al-Adel displayed in a singular manner . his
respect for the bravery of his enemy. Richard, as
it is commonly reported, was in the midst of the
fray, when he saw a Turk leading towards him
two beautiful Arabian war-horses, and they were
presented to him witha message from the chivalrous
Moslem, parporting that they were sent to aid
him in the perilous situation in which he stood.

The boldness of Richard carried him through
every danger ; and as he flew from one part of the
battle-field to. another, he strewed his path with
dead and wounded, and cast as much terror into
the minds of bis enemies as if he bad been St
George himself. Even the bravest of the Sara-
cens felt a dread at encountering his arm ; and one
who was most reputed for strength and skill in
the use of his weapons, having ventured to meet
Richard in single combat, fell in the sight of his
companions, the King, at one blow, severing his
head, right shoulder and arm, from the rest of his
body. Such was the terror which this and other
such deeds inspired, that the routed Moslems assert-
ed that even the horses bristled their manes at the
pame of Richard ; and it was, after this, a common
expression with the riders of unruly steeds, to
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say, that King Richerd was in the way. But the-
King had scarcely insured his suceees against the
enemy in the field, when his attention was called
to a large body of Saracens, who, during the bat-
tle, had secured themselves in the city. With-
a few of his followers, Richard immediately made
his way into the town, and as speedily routed the
terrified Moslems from their defences. Towards
the evening, therefore, the Christians remained in
full possession of the field ; and, desperate as had
been the conflict, they had the satisfaction to find,
that only one of their brave knights had fallen in
the battle, and he owed his death either to his
eowardly or thoughtlessly disobeying the orders
which Richard had given at the beginning of the
day. The Turks lost seven hundred men, and
above fifteen hundred horses. The crusaders were
so astonished at the issue of the battle, that they
ascribed their victory to the.immediate interposi-
tion of Providence, and declared that his strength
only could bhave made them masters of the field
sgainst such g host of enemies.
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CHAPTER V.

A TRUCRE AGREKED TO,~—RICHARD DEPARTS FOR ENGLAND,—
HIS CAFTIVITY.

THE defeat which Saladin had suffered in this me-
morable engagement, greatly afflicted both him
and his Emirs ; and, though the courage and devo-
tion of the brave Moslem remained unabated, it
was apparent to him that his prosperity was on the
waue, and that his life of glory and conquest might
probably be terminated in an ignominious peace.
In a council, however, which he assembled soon
after the above events, he continued to express his
bopes for better things ; and on his return to Jeru-
salem, received the proposals which Richard again
made for peace with unwilling attention. He
dreaded, he said, lest death should surprise him
before he had completed the triumph of Islamism,
and lest, by discontinuing a war in which God had
80 often crowned his arms with victory, he should
be acting contrary to his will. But his ardour
found no support in the disposition of the Emirs.
They represented to him the defenceless state of
the provinces, the ill cendition ef the troops, and
the advantages which the Christians now enj(:{ed
for pursuing their designs. In addition to thie
M2



142 RISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

they argued, that their enemies were notorious for
the bad faith with which they kept their engage-
ments, and that they would, without doubt, speed-
ily afford them an opportunity of recommrencing
the war when they might be better prepared for
carrying it on with success. Saladin, though not
convinced, was persuaded by these arguments to en-
ter into a negociation with the English King ; and
after the preliminaries had been debated, it was at
length decided, that a truce should be established
for three years and eight months, during which time
the Christians were to have uninterrupted accees
to the Holy City, and to retain possession of the
coast from Joppa to Tyre. Ascalon, as both had
pretensions to that city which neither was willing
to cede to those of the other, was again condemned
to ruin; and with regard to the wood of the true
cross, as this had been a fruitful cause of dispute
in former attempts at a negociation, the Christian
leader appears to have dropped all mention of that
sacred relic. In ratification of this agreement, all
the principal warriors in the two armies swore to
its faithful observance,—the Musulmanstaking their
oath on the Koran, and the Christians on the Gos-
pels. ' But Saladin and Richard, it is well worthy
of record, only gave each other a mutual promise
of fidelity, the interchange of their parole being
deemed a sufficient gage for the truth of heroes so
brave and chivalrous as the Prince of the Saracens
and the King of England. It must not be forgot-
ten either, that the Old Man of the Mountains was
among those who signed the treaty, his influence
having been felt both by Moslems and Christians
during the war, and being still equally dreaded by
~ach of these powerful parties. But the moat singu-
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Iar circumstance, perhaps, of the whole affir, was
the omission of any mention of the unfortunate
. That prince was, by the present trea-
ty, deprived of his crown, with which Henry was
again formally endowed, and the dethroned mo-
narch contented himeelf with obtaining the princi-
pality of Cyprus. The history of Lusignan is thus
a chequered one. He was exposed, from the com.
mencement of .his reign, to the dislike of his sub-
jects, the more powerful of them hating him for
-the bonour to which his mere persenal attractions
had advanced him, and those of inferior rank des-
pisisg him for his alleged incapacity. His princi-
pal fault, however, seems to have sprung from his
being elevated above the rank which Natuse in-
tended him to occupy, and not from any want of
courage, or other knightly virtues. His conduct at
Ptalemais obtained him the temporary applanse
of his associates, and Richerd all along regarded
him with sufficient respect to adhere to his cause,
while theve appesred any .chance of protecting him
from his numerous rivals. But situated as the af-
fairs of the Christians then were, talents even .of
the first order might have been found insufficient
to preserve the possessor of the ssered diadem
from the hatred, if not contempt, of his subjects ;
and Richard.or Conrade, though they might have
loager wrestled with their enemies, would, it is
prebable, have been as little able to retain the reins
of government in their hands as Lusignan. The roy-
al suthority was still considered by the Christians
to exist among them; and they expected to see
their nominal sovereign effecting as much in com-
bating with the enemy, and in ordering their af-
fairs, as if he had been seated on his throne in the
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Hely City, whieh neither Lusignan, ner any-dther!
monareh, however splendid his accomplishments,
could do. The deposed King had, in the begin-
ning of his reign, to support the weight of a pile
lar lifted from it base, and prepared to fall the
moment his strength should be insufficient for the
burden. In a nation differently sitosted, he might
have been able to depend on the aid of his aseo-
ciates; but the rivalships which had so long ex«
isted among the barons of Palestine, left him with-
out any hope of assistance, either from their couns-
sel or influence ; and, when the time of trial came,
he had to meet it with very inadequate forces, and to
sustain the whole ignominy of the consequences.
As soon as the treaty was fully settled, the
greater part of the crusaders began to prepare for
their departure to Europe. But few of them felt
that satisfaction at the conclusion of this third grest
enterprise, which they had expected to reap whea
they set out from the West. They bad gone forth
in the spirit of devotion and chivalry, animated
with the most romantic sentiments, and desiring
efther to return crowned with the glory of having
again delivered the Holy Sepulchre from the pol
lutions of the ‘infidel, or to find a grave among
their renowned predecessors. But they had hard-
ly touched the shores of Syria, when enthutiasm,
devotion, and knightly virtue, gavé way to persen-
al rivalry and the desire of gain, which every day
became baser, and more destructive of the objects
of the expedition. We can discern in the ‘picture
of the third crusade no characters which bear any
resemblance to the gentle, brave, and noble-hearted
Tancred, or to the bold, but sedate and pious God-
frey. All were intent on carrying some point of
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private advantage ; and several of the most distin-
gnubod of the chiefs mutmally aocused each other,
and with great appearance of reason, of having basely

with the enemy, in order to destroy the au-
thority of his brethren in arms' and religion. The
retreat, therefore, of the forces which remained
after the disasters to which the Christian army
had been subject, was unmarked with any of those
demounstrations of pious satisfaction which ought
to have attended the return of Christian warriors
from the scene of a holy warfare to.the land of
their nativity. Among those who were most deep-
ly affected with these feelings of dissatisfaction
and despondency, was the King of England. Mes-
sage after message had arrived from England,
warniag bim of the danger of his dominions, and
soliciting his retwrn. When he left his kingdom
to set out for Syria, he had felt 2o entire a devo-
tion to the enterprise, as scarcely to.value either
the happiness or the security of his territories.
Bat these sentiments were put to a severe proof
in the after events of the crussde; and, as he
lost his hopes of succeeding in the entire conquest
of Palestine, he became more and more solicitons
respecting the fate of his kingdom. The intelli-
gence which was brought from Europe increased
his anxiety, and readered him desirous of return-
ing the moment he could do so, consistently with
his reputation for conrage and piety.

But the means which Richard appears to have
qmployedtooﬂ'ecthmob;ect,mtashadoof
doubt over his renown. Of all the chiefs in the
Chrietian army, he wae the mm‘:n ﬁ elll;iuvm
ing to bring about a peace e Moslem ;
thaugh, in leoking coolly on the nasrative of thesa
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tranEnctions, we niny feel inclined to spplamd: sweh
acounsel as'consistent with prudence dnd good
sense, it is difficult to believe that a man of Ri-
chard’s charactdr was guided solely by these prim-
ciples. -His close and frequent conferences, also,
with Malek:al- Adel gave a very plausible reason for
his ‘assoeiates to doubt the perfect -honesty of his
views ; and- it is, therefore, a questionable poimt
ini the history of our lion-hearted monarch, whe-
ther he was not more eager after personal re-
nown, than the successfal prosecution of the gane-
ral designs of Christendom. '

- But, however this may be, he was deeply affect-
ed as he prepared to bid adien to the scene of his
chivalrous exploits ; and this is the strongest argu-
ment which can be brought in sapport of his sin-
cerity. But it failed to convince the different
chieftains, who bad been ihstant in urging the pro-
bability that Jerusalem would fall into their hands,
if vigorously asssulted ; and the French, in partica-
lar, reprobated his conduct. Otbers, on the con-
trary, regarded him with the highest respect and
veneration ; and when the time of his depaiturs
actually arrived, numbers of the peeple shed tears,
and lamented him as if they were losing their last
hope of safety from the enemy. Richard him-
self, whose heart was ever open to sudden im-
pulses of passion, was also affected to weeping at
this demonstration of popular regard; and as be
looked back upon the land of his adventurous pil-
grimage, and on his affectionate followers, he ex~
claimed, in the grief and devotion of his soul,
“ O Holy.Land ! I commend thy peaple to Goda
May Heaven grant that I may again come to viait
and succour thee ! ” Thus taking farewell of the
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shores on which he bad landed with such a noble re-
solntion toanaihilate she pewer of the Moslem, heset
sail for Europe; but was fated, in his journey, to meet
more and greater dangers than those with which
be. had to eontend in his warfare with the infidel.
Direeting his course along the Adriatic, he was
shipwrecked near Aquileia; and, fearing lest he
,might be discovered in that unprotected state by
any of the Europesn princes whose enmity he had
resson to dread, he put on the habit of a simple
pilgrim, and commenced his journey towards Ger-
many, through which country he hoped to find his
way safe to England. But his imprudent ex-

of the wealth which he bore, quickly de-
stroyed what little protection he was capable of
deriving from his disguise, Desiring to obtain a
safe conduct through the domain of the Count
Meinbard, a friend of the murdered Conrade,
he was aware that it would be. necessary for him
to use the utmost precaution in concealing the
knaewledge of his real charscter from Meinhard,
who was strongly attached to the Prince of
Tyre. He therefore demanded a passport as the
merchant Hugo, and sent the Count a eplendid
ruby ring, by way of purchasing the favour re-
quired. Meinhard, on seeing the costly jewel, im«
mediately exclaimed, . ¢ Not the merchant Hugo,
but King Richard, sends me this ring. I have
sworn not to sllow any pilgrim to pass through my
tesritory ; but, from regard for the good will which
the King bhas shown, and out of respect for his
wosth, I will grant him a safe conduct, but beg to
vetarn him his jewel.” The fair words of the
Count; however, were only. inteaded. to deceive
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the King; and the latter very narrowly escaped
being made prisoner by the emissaries of the trea-
cherous Meinhard. Scarcely was he delivered from
this peril, when'he fell into another, being pursu-
ed by the brother of his former enemy, who sent
after hir a knight, to whom he gave directions to
force the house where Richard had taken up his
lodging. But, fortunately for the King, the knight
kiew him, and being friendly to him, gave him
a ‘strong and swift horse, allowed him to escape
unbarmed. For three days and three nights he
rode without venturing to seek shelter or nourish-
ment ; bat, at length, stopped at an obscure inn,
in a small village near Vienna, where for some days
he remained closely immured. ‘ Still, however, he
had not been warned sufficiently by his late escapes
to act with prudence to secure his safety. A large
and splendid ring, which it little became a sim-
ple pilgrim to wear, he stlll retained on his finger ;'
aund' took so little care in warning his attendant of
the necessity of secrecy, that that worthy followet
exposed the gold coins of Syria, ‘which they  had.
‘brought with them; and when he found he had:
awakened the suspicions of the people, he vainly'
endeavoured to allay them, by reporting that his
employer was a rich merchant. Not trusting, how-
ever, to the success of his attempt to undo the
mischief of this imprudent conduct, he warned his
master immediately to leave the place ; but Richard
preferred meeting the danger to resuming his journey;
and the suspicion of some people at Vienna being far-
ther increased, he was sought for, and arrested by one
of the officers of Duke Leopold, whose enmity to
Richard had been so violently excited at the siege™
f Ptolemais. The unfortunate King declared ke
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would surrender only to the Duke himself; and
when the latter appeared, he resigned his sword,
but though, at first, treated with some regard
to his rank and eharacter, he was shortly after
thrown into strict confinement. Leopold was
not permitted long to retain his illustrious captive ;
and Richard was delivered up to the Emperor
Henry VI, who confined him in a strong custle,
and neglected no means to prevent his escape.
But the lofty spirit of the royal chevalier re-
tained its pride and gaiety through every adversi-
ty. He amused bimself with sometimes wrest-
ling with his guards, and at others with making
them intoxicated, and then sporting with their ab-
surdities. Richard, however, was not wanting in
powers of mind which furnished him occasionally
with a ‘more refined recreation. It was the fashion
in that age of war and minstrelsy, for the bravest
and highest-born knights to cultivate the gentle
arts of song; and while the page and the squire
were expected to be able to soothe the idle hu-
mour of their masters or mistresses with a lay of
love or battle, the chevalier himself was thought
to be more perfect if he remembered well those
accomplishments of his youth. Several of the most
renowned knights, therefore, are described as hav-
ing been poets of no mean degree, and the lives of
the Troubadours are mingled with the stories of
many a gallant warrior. Thus, about the time of
Richard, Rambaud de Vaqueiras, the son of a poor
knight, gained so much reputation by his uniting
the characters of soldiér and poet in his own per-
son, that the celebrated Marquis of Montferrat,
who took so important a part in the fourth cru-
VOL. Il N
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sade, encouraged him in making love to his noble
sister; and Vaqueiras divided his time between
singing the praises of his lovely mistress, or the
brave actions of his lord, and performing all the
valorous exploits which were to be looked for
from a redoubtable chewalter. Bertrand de Born,
Viscount of Hautefort, is stil more celebraved in
the annals of the time of which we are speaking,
for his excellent talents as & poet, and his bravery
as ¢ knight. He was the boldest of the chevaliers
of France, breathing it is said wething but war,
and reusisg the martial paseiens of aHl sround him
to the highest pitch of excitement by the glowing
eloquence of his songs. He was early engaged in
the quarrels of Richard with the French States,
sad espoused the side of Henry of Guienne against
that prince. He was exposed continually to the
greatest dangers and disasters, owing to his impe-
tuous disposition ; and aftéra life of constant action
and adventure, he retired to a Cistercisn monas-
tery, in which be died.* Ope of the poems which
this renowned knight addressed to his mistress, to
whom he had been accused of infidelity, still exists.
« It places before us, ” says M. de Siemondi, ¢ the .
real knight of former times, all busied in war and
the chase, the labour and delight of our fathers,
successively appealing to every thing that is dear to
him in life, te every thing which has been the
study of his youth and of his riper age, and yet es-
teeming them all light, in comparisen with love ;"

which will be a sufficient apology for msemng itin
this place.

_ * Sismondi’s Literature of the South of Europe.
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I caxxor hide from thee how much I fear
The whispers breathed by flatterers in thine ear
Againat my faith. Butturn not, Oh! I pray,
That heart so true, so faithful, o sincere,
80 humble and so frank, to me so dear,
Oh lady! turn it not from me away.

So may T lose my hawk, ere he can spring,
Borne from my hand by some bold falcon’s wing,
Mangled and torn before my very eye.
* If every word thou utterest does not bring
More joy to me than fortune’s favouring,
Or all the bliss another’s love might buy.

So, with my shield on neck, mid storm and rain,

‘With vizor blinding me, and shorten’d rein,
And stirrups far too long, so may I ride,—

So may my trotting charger give me pain,

So may the ostler treat me with disdain,

_ As they who tell those tales have grosaly lied.

‘When I approach the gaming board to play,
May I not turn a penny all the day ;
Or may the board be shut, the dice untrue,
If the truth dwell not in me, when T say
No other fair e’er wiled my heart away,
From her I've long desired and loved—from you

Or, prisoner to some noble, may I fill,
Together with three more, some dungeon chill,
Unto each other odious company ;
Let master, servants, porters, try their skill,
And use me for a target if they will,
If ever 1 have loved aught else but thee.
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8o may aunother knight make love to you,
And so may 1 be puzzled what to do;
So may I be becalmed *mid oceans wide :
May the King’s porter beat me black and blue, -
And may I fly ere I the battle view,
As they that slander me have grossly lied. ®

But none of these warrior-poets is more cele-
brated than Richard ; and he is said to have sooth-
ed many hours of his long and dreary captivity in
the composition of lays, in which he recalled to
memory the events of his pilgrimage, or lamented
the hard fortune to which he was now doomed.
The following has been handed down to us as
having been composed by the illustrious prisoner,
after he had been confined fifteen months in the
Tour Tencbreuse, or Black Tower.

No wretched captive of his prison speaks,
Unless with pain and bitterness of soul ;
Yet consolation from the Muse he seeks,
‘Whose voice alone misfortune can control.
‘Where now is each ally, each baron, friend,
Whose face I ne'er beheld without a smile?
‘Will none, his sovereign to redeem, expend
The smallest portion of his treasures vile ?

Though none may blush that, near two tedious years,
‘Without relief, my bondage has endured,

Yet know, my English, Norman, Gascon peers,
Not one of you should thus remain immured :

‘The meanest subject of my wide domains,
Had I been free, a ransom should have found ;

* Roscoe’s Translation.
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I mean not to reproach you with my chains, * ..
Yet still 1'wear them on & foreign ground !

Fortrneuu—nnlﬁshhmm'

¢ Nor dead nor captive, friend or kindred find ;”
Since hére I pine in bondage and disgrace,

For lack of gold my fetters to unbind 3
- Much for myself X feel, yet, ah ! still more

That no compassion from my subjects flows:
‘What caii from infapry their names restore,

If, while a prisoner, death my eyes should close?

But small is my surprise, though great my grief,
Po find, in spite of all his solemn vows,
My lands are ravaged by the Gallic chief,
‘While none my cause has courage to espouse.
Though lofty towers obscure the cheerful day,
Yet, through the dungeon’s melancholy gloom,
Kind Hope, in gentle whispers, seems to say,
« Perpetual thraldom is not yet thy doom. **

Ye dear companions of my happy days,
Of Chail and Pensavin, aloud declare
Throughout the earth, in everlasting lays,
My foes against me wage inglorious war.
Ob, tell them, too, that ne’er, among my crimes,
Did breach of faith, deceit, or fraud appear 3
That infamy will brand to latest times
The insults I receive, while captive here.

Know, all ye men of Anjou and Touraiae,
And every' bach’lor knight, robust and brave,
That duty, now, and love, alike are vain,
From bonds your sovereign and your friend to save.
N
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Remote from consolation, here I lie,
The wretched captive of 2 powerful foe,
‘Who all your zeal and ardour can defy,
Nor leaves you aught but pity to bestow. ®

The fate of Richard had been kept concealed
from his subjects, by every stratagem which the
policy of the Emperor could invent; and Philip
Avugustns offered that monarch an immense re-
ward, if he would deliver up to him the per-
son of his captive. The greatest consternation,
in the mean time, reigned in England, on ac-
count of the absence of the King, whose renown
bad made him dear to his people, and whose
mysterious delay filled them with apprehension.
At length, the minstrel Blondel, who was more
strongly attached to Richard than any of his
followers, set out with the determination of tra-
velling through every town and village, till he
discovered the place of his beloved master’s impri-
sonment. On arriving near the castle in which
the King was confined, the faithful Blondel in-
quired, as seems to have been his custom, whether
there was not some prisoner in the tower which be
saw. The answer which he received to his in-
quiry convinced him, that the King was confined
there ; bat, as he had no means of gaining a sight of
his master, he had recourse to an expedient which
became both his profession and the romance of
the adventure. Richard and he, in some hour of
friendship and idleness, had amused themselves in
composing a Tenson, in which they responsed to
each other; and Blondel now conceived the idea

* Bumey’s History of Music.
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of singing a part of thissong, so well known to
his master, under the winddws of the tower where
he supposed him to be confined. Scarcely had he
finished the first verse, when the delighted min-
strel heard the strain resamed by the manly voice
of Richard ; and, baving satisfied himself as to the
correctness of his suspicions, be immediately bent
‘his way to England, where the information which
he gave was received by all classes of people with
mixed sentiments of rage against the dishonourable
enemies of their monarch, and sympathy with the
noble sufferer. Their patriotism, it is well known,
speedily delivered him from his captivity ; but he
zeturned to his dominions only to be involved in
fresh troubles, and prove that, however admirable
were his chivalrous qualities, he was destitate of
the steady virtues and more useful adornments
which render a monarch venerable and powerful
among his people. The character of Richard
appears great and worthy of admiration, or low
and contemptible, as we behold on different
sides. To the eye of the moralist, and when ex-
amined by the pure and unchanging laws of trath,
men are virtuous and vicious, as they approach to,
or recede from, the standard of good, which exists
perfectly only in the Divine mind; but which,
though less bright, is as an angel of life and know-
ledge enshrined in every man’s conscience. But
the inquiry of the historian is not respecting the
primary or absolute virtue or vice of men’s actions,
but what were the circumstances which increased
the splendour of their good deeds, or served to
palliate the ignominy of their bad ones; or how
far they agreed with, or contradicted the particu-
lar impulses to good, which existed in the rulir
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apirit of the sge in which théy lived. In thisrespets,
we must ebserve Richard 8s he spoke, thought, and
acted, amid scenes, and under influences, which sf-
fected all who lived at the same time, as well as
himself, and which were sufficiently strong to mo-
dify every feeling and sentiwent which were not
indelibly stamped on the heart by nature. To act
in conformity with the plain and simple laws of
morality, was not, in that age, sufficient to satisfy
either the world or the conscience of the indivi-
dual. Society, if we may use such a figure, wore
a scarlet mantle; and to shine in the splendour of
heroic deeds, alone gave the right to be clothed in
the livery of the times. Richard wes a King.
He had, by nature, 8 warm heart and a quick
imagination. In whatever age he had lived, he
would have sought glory more than peace, and re-
joiced rather in being a bero than a statseman. But
be lived at a period when the romance of his dis-
position was in perfect harmony with the opinions
of the world, and when, to be led unresistingly by
the imagination, was to act in concert with the
most admired of his cotemporsries. By his rank,
and the talents with which nature had endowed
him, he was fitted to take the first station in the
numerous ranks of chivalry; and with his own
feelings acting from within, and impressed by so
many outward impulses of popular passion, it is
not wonderful that Richard of England shone in
the brightest panoply of a Christian warrior. So
far as a human being may take his rule of action
from the character of his age, and deserve glory
for conforming to it, Richard merits a nobler fame
than any of his compeers. His knightly valour
was exercised on the most desperate occasions, and
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when the only reason for his exposing himself to
danger was that he might perform the duties of &
chevalier without fear or reproach. In embarking
for the crusade, he freely spent the greater part of
his riches, and put his throne in peril. During his
sojourn in the Holy Land, the feelings with which
he calcualated the chances of succeeding in its per-
fect recovery from the infidel, were excited by the
deepest anxiety to partake in the triumph, or not
leave the scene of confliet till the moment, when
to fight would be no longer of any use. When
circumstances drove him to the necessity of pre-
cipitating his departure, the gloomiest melancholy,
it is on all sides allowed, teok possession of his
mind, and the tears which were plentifully shed
by the Syrian Cbristians when he bade them fare-
well, and -his own sorrowful exclamations, prove
that he had been a true and faithful champion.
Baut the fame of Richard, and the pleasure with
which we regard his romantic heroism, are greatly
diminished at the recollection of the deeds of fearful
cruelty of which he was occasionally guilty. He
might slay his twenty or thirty in battle, and be
entitled, as men usually estimate these things, to
glory for so doing ; but when we find him order-
ing the butchery of his prisoners in their chains,
we are forced to rank him among the bloodiest of
tyrants. His conduct to the Jews, and the tyranny
with which he oppressed his subjects in general,
are only to be in a very slight manner excused by
our knowledge of the imperfect light which then
prevailed respecting social liberty. In short, as
soon as we see Richard out of the battle-field, and
divested of his armour and his conquering sword,
we lose our respect for him, and lament that times
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should liave been, in which mankind knew of no
greater glory, and no higher virtues, than those
which this brave but ruthless and tyramical mon-
arch sought and exercised. The actual misfor-
tunes of Richard’s life were fortunate for his fame.
Much of the interest attached to his memo
results from the perils and distresses with whic
he had to struggle; and Richard, in the Tour
. Tenebrense, is loved and pitied by the young
and romantic, in spite of the dark deeds which
%mtory ba) registered under his name. His love
4f minstrdlsy, is also another preservative of his
glory ; and when looking through the dim veil of
the past, the imaginative may be excused, if they
point in delight and triamph to the splendid vision
of & kuig rejoicing alike in his lyre and sword, and
" not more gloriaus as a hero in. battle, than. tender
as a lover and a poet. But while we allow him
all the pdvantages which he may derive from thess
sources, we must be careful not to permit kim
rank in our estimation with those of our monarchs
in whose wisdom or virtue we have still to Te-
Joice. Richard did nothing beneficial, either far
bis own age, or for posterity. He carried to an
extreme the principles which bad effect in society
while he lived ; but he neither controlled nor modi-
fied them, nor in any instanee anticipated future
times either in virtue or wisdom.
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CHAPTER VL

DEATH OF SALADIN.—THE EMPEZROR HENRY Vi. UNDERTAKES
ANOTHER CRUSADE.

A.D.1198. In retaraing %o our narrative, Syria
new presents a scene very different from those we
bave of late comtenplatéd.  After the departare of
Richerd for Pwrope, the Christian chiefs who re-
mained behind devoted themselves, apparently with
great sincerity, to the establishment of the peace
which had been commenced with the Saracens.
Fhe young King of Jerusalem had the good sense
to perceive, thut bis royalty was merely nominal,
and, therefore, would only allow himself, after &
short ¢ime, to be called Count Henry. By this
cenduct, and a similar one in the other principal
men of the Christinns, the greatest concord pre-
vailed between them and the Moslems. This was
even carried so far, that Saladin sent Henry a
magnificent turban and vest, which the latter pu-
blicly were as & mark of affection for the Sultan.
Lictle doubt, therefore, was entertained for the
time, that Syria would enjoy a long tranquillity ;
but scarcely had his subjects beép allowed to taste
the blessings of peace, when Saledii was taken
from them by death, and they were left exposed
to ‘the evils of a disputed succession.
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+ Among the European warriors or monarchs of
the age we are describing, no one appears to have
80 great a claim to our respect as Saladin. Ilis
first acquisition of power was marked, it is true,
with a very doubtful character, and it is probable
that he raised himself to a kingly station by those
means which ambition is ever ready to provide
and consecrate to her purposes. Bntaeoordmgh
history, the early life of Saladin was passed in
luxury and dissipation, and it is a case, we believe,
of frequent occurrence, that when a great and bold
mind first awakens from its lethargy, and becomes
conscious of its natural right to power, it will
obey the sudden impulse to whatever ends it may
conduct. But the character of Saladin, in the
following events of his life, was rendered venera-
ble by the moderation with which he used his
successes, the enlightened generosity which in-
fluenced his conduct towards those of a differ-
ent faith, and the prudence with which he ma-
naged the interior affairs of his dominions. He
was & warrior from his youth, but he was ever
ready to exercise the courtesies of benevolence
towards his enemies; and strove, by affording
many instances of mildness and forbearance, to
soften the wild and barbarous temper of his peo-
ple. His devotion was deep and fervent ; and the
natural gravity of his disposition inclined him to
the most solemn and rigid attention to all the ar-
ticles of his creed. But the greatness of his mind
seems to have trinmphed over all feelings of bige-
try; and he was faithfully devoted to his belief,
and passed his life in defending it, without being
8 persecutor. Allowing for the different circam-
stances in which they were placed, a strong re-
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smblance exists between the characters of Saladin
and Mahomet. They both afforded splendid ex-
amples of a strong intellect, full of grand concep-
tions, and thus reared for themselves a kingdom,
instinct only with the life which they gave it, and
which ceased to.exist in the same manner the
mwoment they perished. Mahomet was the mightier,
it is true; but. Saladin approaches nearer to him
than all his other followers, in the possession of
those qualities of mind and disposition to which
the Prophet owed his elevation.

- Saladin was deplored by all classes of his sub-
jem and he is said to have given, shortly before
bis decease, which occurred at Damascus, many

fs of his wisdom, such as having sent his
shroud to be seen by the multitude, as all which then
remained to their victorious monarch. But these
stories are generally rejected as fables; and his
panegyrists are satisfied with resting his fame on
the surer details of his history. He left behind
him seventeen sons and a daughter. The three
eldest of the former were Malek-al-Afdal, whe
bad been employed by his father in many import~
st stations ; Malek-al- Asis, and Malek Addaher.
But, unfortunately for the fate of his kingdom, he
bad neglected to make choice of a successor to
bis far-stretching authority ; and, immediately after
his decease, the three brothers, together with their
uncle, Malek-al- Adel, took possession of those por-
tions of the country which they could most con-
veniently seize. The weakness of one, and the
asmbition of another, speedily gave rise to dissen-
tioms among the young pnnees ; and Malek-al- Adel
employed his pohcy experience sufficiently
- VOI~ ¥Is ..o L
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well to make himeelf, in 2 short time, master of
the best portion of their dominions. .

- While the affairs of the Moslems were in this
distarbed state, the Christians were every day bes
coming weaker and more corrupt. There was ne
one who sufficiently respected their cause to as-
sume the title of King of Jerusalem, or offer bina-
self as-their ruler snd champion. - Although im &
state of peace, they were exposed, after the desth
of Saladin, to the continual insults of the infidels;
and the pride and avarice of the Hospitallers and
Templars had long rendered the holy oxders: of
chivalry of fittle use in the defence of the faith.
About the time of which we. are spesking, the
most violent jealowsies existed between the two
establishments ; and they had not refrained froms
employing their arms against each other, when.
ever either jealousy, or the desire of sggressiem,
excited their passions.

From el these circumstances, the Christendom
of the East was daily losing its power and venes
vableness. The lamp which hed been eet up, and
threw its strong and fiery light for a while amid
the sacred relics of Palestine, was buming to its
socket. The gloom of a falee faith was again sinking,
without resistance, over the land ; and, amid she
Joud and continual prayers of the disciples of the
Prophet, few and feeble were those which the
ple of the Lord addressed to their Almighty King.
The vigour and devotion which bad animated the
Christians of Jerusalem, when the first crusade
was projected, was now no longer visible in awy
part of Syria; and it is more than probable, that
if the faithful had been suffered to remain withomt
interruption from :the Moslem, or commumication
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with 'the West, they would, in a few years, have
#0 lost all their religion in the indifference and li-
eentiousness which now prevailed, as to give the
&r;eens no longer any trouble about the sanctity
of the

A.D. 1196. But the feelings to which the late
important expedition owed its origin, were not
yet entively extinct in Enrope. Celestine the
Third, though now ninety years of age, retained
his enthusiasm for the camse of Jemalem. Many
of the higher clergy did, or appeared to do, the
same ; and the supreme Pontiff, conceiving it his
duty to call the slumbering princes to arms, and
confiding in the strength of his exhortations, sent
Jetters to all the bishops and archbishops, de-
wiring them to preach immediately on the dwty of
aguin wrenching the Holy City from the power of
the infidel. Though the veneration for Jerusa-
lem, however, still existed in the mind of Celes-
¢me, and might yet exercise some influence over
the hearts of the devout, these sentiments retain-
ed {ittle hold on the minds of the people at large.
‘A century is far too long a period for the prospe-
ity of any cause which depends for its success on
popular passion. Society is never statiosary in its
governing principles or interests ; and the objects,
consequently, which may at one peried be effected
¥y a word, it will require at another all the arts of
the politician and the’ wealth of kingdoms to bring
into notice. Had no other causes, therefore, ex-
deted, but the simple change which had taken place
in the'state of the popular mind, the recovery of
Jerasalom would have been listened to at this pe-
riod with a far different temper to that in which its
preachers had been formerly received. But the
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nriseries which had followed the expeditions undér-
taken for that purpose, though not -sufficiently re-
garded at first to prevent crowds of enthusiasts
from following those who perished, could not:be
remembered without a thrill of horror ; and a feel-
ing of this kind gains streéngth, in proportion as the
period recedes in which the enthusiasm or the
canse of the suffering existed. It was, however,
not so much the recollection of the thousands who
had fallen by the sword of the Moslem which pro-
duced this effect, as the deep sense of injury with
which the people groaned under the arbitrary taxes
which had been imposed by their monarchs to pro-
vide means for the crusades. All the sober or sel-
fish feelings of the people were by this means call-
‘ed into action, to oppose those of enthusiasm’ or
devotion ; and though the former will be some time
in gaining the complete ascendency, they will be
sure to do so at last. Popular sentiment had al-
ready passed the first stage of its progress towards
this change ; and as trade and increasing informa-~
tion on subjects connected with social rights, were
beginning to cast a glimmering light over the states
of Europe, every day added strength to the com-
mon sense decision of prudence and interest.

Such were some of the difficulties with which
Celestine had to contend, when he published a New
Crusade ; and he soon found, that not only the peo-
ple had considerably changed their opinions on the
subject, but that the monarchs, who bad formerly
been his great support, could be no longer moved
by his persuasions. Richard had not laid aside
the badge of a crusader; and the Pontiff for some
time hoped, that his arguments, and those of_ the
English bishops, would reach the heart of the lion-
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hoariad King, and persusde hisn again to cress the
sea for Palestive. But Richard had suffered too
wuch already by his adventures, and was now too
busily occupied with the disturbed affairs of his
dominions, to listen to the suggestions of his apiri-
tagl advisers. Another reason is also mentioned
38 & prabable one for his resisting all argumenta of
the kind. The power and jealousy of his rival
Philip weve greatly to be dreaded, 3nd had been
more than once in action sgaisst his sutherity.
Had hia captivity been longer continued, there ap-
peared to0 be no- doubt that the machinations of the
French King would not have ceased, till he had
poesessed himeelf of a part of the English domi-
nioos ; and it was equally probable, that if Richard
agein left them unpretected, these attempts would
be renewed.

Findiag his endeavours produce little effecs on
the King of England, the Pope next tarned bis
sttention to. Philip ; but the fear which the former
monsrch had of his Gallic rival was shared by the
Intter in respect to himself; and neither of these
devout and chivalrous Kings, therefore, dared a
second time adventure the recovery of Palestine,
lest, im 80 doing, his former associate in the holy
eutesprise might attempt the seizure of his terrie

Thus disappointed in his expectations of resni-
mating the fire of devotion, which had burnt so
brightly in the hearts of Richard and Philip, Ce-
lestine determined on addressing the Lmperor
Hesry V1., who, thowgh excommunicated the pre-
ceding yeas, he thowght might be prevailed upon
to take np arme at the call of the church. Henry
was well calculated, as aﬁm; then steod, to be the

o
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Jeadian provinces, would, he was aware, be the first
necessary step to such a gigantic undertaking; and
baving obtained the alliance of the Venetians and
Genoese, by promises of giving them a share in .
the spoil, he hoped easily to effect the conquest
of Sicily, and that circamstances would speedily
oecar to render him the master of his new al-
lies.
: It bhad all along been the professed intention of
the Emperor to proceed himself at the head of the
crusaders ; but motives of policy allowed him to
be persuaded to remain in Europe, and direct the
measures of the enterprise while safely seated on
his imperial throne. The expedition, therefore,
of which we are about to trace the events, as-
sumes an aspect strikingly different to that of the
former crusades. Policy might, in some measure,
enter into the views of the princes and nobles en-
gaged in the earlier expeditions; but it was not
the prime mover of their undertakings, and it acted
a very secondary part eéven in the last great en-
ise, carried on by two powerful and ambitious
monarchs. We bave now, however, to regard the
’ 7 7 ather than' religious wars ;
1-for political purposes; and
nt political changes in the

iory are fraught with more
efore us. The character of
e did, and compared with
ionarchs, is worthy of ob
sive schemes which ente-
ation with which he pure
talent which he evince
fection. The subjectio
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the Greek empire to the Latins, is also oo of the
most memorable events of modern times. It
formed the commencement of a new period in
history—of a period cat short by the revolutions
which followed, and which again turned the stream
of events into another course—but yet equally
worthy of attention, as the resalt of circumstances
which operated in an unforeseen mauner, and o4
putting the world into a state, with regard to the
several relations of its political divisions, which
tended to-the complete subversion of its former
condition. .

Having finished his preparations, and determia-
ed on the conduct of the war, Henxy gathered
around him & choice army of forty thoussnd men,
destined for the intended attack on Sicily. The
remaining number of the crusaders, who were al-
lowed to proceed on the proper purposes of tha
expedition to which they bad devoted themselves,
were divided into two parts, one of which wan
placed under the command of the Dukes of Sax-
ony and Brabant, and embarked from different
ports of the Baltic; and the other, under that of
the Archbishop of Mayence, and Valeran of Lim-
bourg, with whom was alse Queen Margaret of
Hungary, sister of Philip Augustus, who, having
lost her husband, took the vows of a crusader,
and now led an army of her suhjects to fight with
the infidels. This division of the imperial arame-
ment having passed the Danube, took the route
towards Constantinople, where a fleet had been
prepared by the Greek Emperor, Isaac, to carry it
to Ptolemais.

It was with some degree of surprise the Chuis-
tians of Syria beheld the approach of their West<
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ern brethren -in hostile array. - The - truce’ which
had been formed between Richard and Saladin,
though not productive of all the good which they
had at first been led to expect, was yet so far ac-
ceptable to them, that they had no inclination
to change the comparative security it afforded
for a renewal of their former sufferings. It also
sppears, that corrupt and licentious as they had
become, they bad retained so much of their Chris~
tian truth, as not to dream of preparing for a re-
gular attack on the "Sarscens so long as the truce
bound them to peace. On the arrival, therefore,
of the Archbishop of Mayence and the other chiefs
of this division of the army, Henry of Champagne,
the late king of Jerusalem, and the principal ba-
rons who had remained in Syria, employed their
nrgent endeavours to dissuade them from any sud-
den violation of-the treaty. They represented
the evils which hostilities might produce, and
the little advantage which could be gained by
any present attack on the Moslems ; and desired
them, if they should finally determine on war, at
Jeast to wait the arrival of the remainder of the
forces under the Dukes of Saxony and Brabant.

‘Whether this advice sprang from indifference to
the declining cause of the Christian authority in
the East, or from a real apprehension that it might
be greatly injured by the hasty measures of the
new crusaders, it was that which the wisest coun-
sellors would have given on the occasion, and
merited the most serious attention of those to
whom it was offered. But the Germans had left
Europe full of a high enthusiasm for the cause in
which they were embarked ; they had experienced
nothing on their route to damp their ardour ; and
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the object of their hopes and wishes seemed now
within their grasp. The opinions, therefore, of their
Syrian brethren were listened to with doubt, and
some mixtare of indignation. These feelings at
last broke out in expressions of rage and contempt ;
#nd they were answered, by the other party, with
the observation, that they were better acquainted
than strangers to the Holy Land with its true si-
tuation ; that they had neither solicited nor desired
the assistance of the German warriors ; and that,
83 they had hitherto been able to meet the pertls
with which they were menaced, they trusted they
should still be capable of doing so without foreign
sssistance. But this reply served only to increase
the anger and zeal of the erusaders, and they im«
mediately sepurated themselves from the
to purswe measures better suited to their feelings
::m those advised by their more prudent hre.
ren, , }
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CHAPTER VIL

MR FOURTH CRUSADE AND ITS INGLORIOUS TERMINATION.—
PREPARATIONS FOR A NEW CRUSADE.

Tuz impetuous Germans having resisted, as has
been detailed, the unwarlike opinions of Henry of
Champagne and his barons, immediately took arms,
and, marching out to Ptolemais, begar the war of
the Fourth Crusade. Their first operations consist-
ed in ravaging the lands of the enemy; but they
bad not carried on this predatory warfare long,
when Malek-al-Adel suammoned his chiefs around
him, and laid siege to Joppa. The vigour and
promptitade with which this experienced Saracen
mpned to repel the approach of the invaders,

the effect of rousing those of the Christians
who had hitherto evinced themselves backward
in assuming a hostile position. The preud bands
of consecrated knights, in whose ranks were to be
fownd the bravest as well as haughtiest warriors of
Christendom, prepared themselves for the conflict.
Heary of Champegne resigned himself to the ne-
cessity of the case, and his barons followed his ex-
ample. A considerable ferce was, therefore, soon
ready to ceoperate with the Germans. But just
m thoy were preparing te set forth on their march
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their plans were put a stop to by the sudden and
melancholy death of Henry. The unfortunate
prince had stepped out into a balcony of one of the
windows of the palace, when it gave way, and he
was precipitated to the earth. The accident was
ascribed by the Germans to the anger of God,
who thus, they asserted punished, the indifference
of the Count to his cause. In the midst of the
confusion which this disastrous event created,
news was brought, that Joppa had fallen inte the
hands of the Saracens, and that twenty thonsaad
Christians had been put to death by the con-
querors.

The arrival of the other division of the army,
under the Dukes of Saxony and Brabsnt, was now
anxiously expected by the Christians; and they
were at length comforted with the sight of the
fleet in which were their brave companions. _~As
soon as a union had been effected between the
forces, they were hastily led to the siege of Be-
rytus, a town important both for its. station be-
tween Jerusalem and Tripoli, for the safety snd
size of its harbour, and for the honour which bad
been conferred on it, by its being the city chosen
for the coronation of the Moslem princes.. On
the banks of the river Elentherus, between: the
cities of Tyre and Sidon, the Christian army was
met by that of Malek-al-Adel. A battle was.im-
mediately commenced ; and for a long time, it was
doubtful whether victory would decide in favens. of
the Christians or Moslems. At length, the -deter-
mined bravery of the former prevailed.. . Malek-al-
Adel was wounded, and obliged to save himself
by flight, and his whole army. was dispersed. The
conquerors proceeded without delay on their . vie-



~

AND THE CRUSADES. 178

torious route to Berytus, which they took, and
not only became masters of the immense wealth
which that place contained, but had also the gra-
tification of delivering nine thousand Christian pri-
soners who had been confined there by the Sara-
cens.

The Emperor Henry had, in the mean time,
been equally successful in his attempts on Naples
and Sicily ; and, though his flagitious conduct was
worthy of the greatest detestation, he still gloried
in being the first promoter of the crusade, and as
farthering the purposes of the sacred expedition
by these projects of his own ambition. Being
now, however, able to spare a further portion of
his forces, he sent a large body of his men to join
their brethren in Syria, under Conrade, Bishop of
‘Hidelsheim, and Chancellor of the Empire. The
arrival of this additional force, together with their
late capture of Berytus, Sidon, and Giblet, inspired
the Christians with the highest confidence in the
power of their arms; and it was not till after a
warm debate, that many of the chiefs could be
persuaded not to march directly to Jerusalem.

As the winter was approaching, this project was
deferred to the following year. But Thoron, an
almost impregnable fortress on the sea-coast, and
the only one which now remained to the Saracens
from Antioch to Ascalon, excited the cupidity of
the Christians, and the siege was immediately com-
menced. The strength of the fortifications, and
the ekill and bravery of the garrison, set the arts
of the besiegers for some time at defiance ; but no-
thing could resist their final success. There were
men in the army who had passed their lives in
working the mines of Germany, and these were

VOL. IIL P
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set to excavate the mountain on which the fortress
was built. By this means, and by the comstant
employment of their engines against the walls, the
barriers were at length shaken to the foundation ;
and the besieged, finding any further resistance
vain, sent deputies with an offer to capitulate, the
only condition demanded being the preservation of
their life and liberty. Violent contentions existed
sbout this time in the Christian camp ; and when
it was debated whether the garrison of Thoron
should be admitted to the terms proposed or ne,
no one appeared to have sufficient power or infla-
ence to determine the matter. Most of the chiéfs
‘were on the side of mercy and the justice of war,
and decided in favour of the besieged. Bat there
were others who declared, that no agreement ought
0 be entered into with the infidel, and were guilty
of the base conduet of both urging the unfortunate
garrison to continue their defence, and inflamyimg
the minds of their own soldiers with the desire of
taking vengeance on them for their obstinacy. In
the midst, however, of this confusion the capitn-
lation was signed by several of the chiefs, among
whom was the Bishop of Hidelsheim ; and one
part of the army assumed an attitude of peace,
while the other retained its warlike array. -

The deputies retarned to the anxious garri-
sen. They described what they had seen and
heard ; the fary which had manifested itself in the
minds and countenances of several of the Christian
leaders ; the bloody sentiments which ‘evidently
inspired their measures ; and the preparations which
still existed for pursuing their destruction. This
address was received with that indignation which

gives srength and resolution to despair. Enraged
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at the baso and sevage feelings of their enemies,
they seemed to derive, from the barbarity of the
Christians, a new motive for continuing their defence.
This feeling was followed by an imstant determine
stion te die rether than yield ; and the besiegers,
who were every instant expecting the arrival of the
bostages in the eamp, were suddenly surprised
with the reappearance of the Moslems in an atti- ~
tude of defiance. The siege was, therefore, again
eommenced. But the crnsaders in vain attempted
to regsin their former position. The garrison
promptly repaired the walls, and, employing the
mines which bad been dug by the enemy to aid
them in their defence, numbers of Christians pe-
rished in the subterranean passages, or were drag-
ged into the fortress, and there put to a miserable
death by the infuriated Moslems.

This state of things had continued for some
4ime, when intelligence was brought the chiefs
thas Malek-al- Adel was advancing by rapid marches
towards Thoron. The gross licentiousness in
which the Christians had lately indulged, had con-
siderably weakened their resolution and martial
energy ; and the news of the enemy’s approach
filled them with alarm. Not daring, however, to
confess their sentiments to the army in genersl,
the imbecile leaders taxed their invention to cover
the disgrace of their cowardice. During the festival
of the Purification, the heralds prociaimed that an
sssault was the next day to be made by the whole
foroe. The night was passed by the soldiers in pre-
paring themselves for the expected battle ; but at
the dawn of day, and when they were listening for

the aigual of assault, intelligence was brought them
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that Conrade and most of the other chiefs had left
the camp, and fled towards Tyre.

The disorder which reigned through the army,
when this became generally known, was terrible.
The soldiers, not waiting to form themselves
into any order for effecting their retreat, rush-
ed tumultuously from their tents, some with their
arms, and others without ; while in their pre-
cipitate flight they were followed at a distance
by the sick and wounded, many of whom, ob-
liged to stop before they had scarcely left- the
camp, fell into the hands of the enemy; and
others sunk overpowered, and perished by the
way. A violent storm of tbunder and lightning
added to the terror of the fugitives ; and when the
remnant of the prond army which had besi
Thoron appeared before Tyre, the Christians of
that place beheld only a wretched rabble, exhaust-
ed by fear and fatigue, and bearing no resemblance
to the hardy bands which had boasted of being able
to re-conquer Jerusalem.

" The disgrace of this event was not followed by
any improvement in the manners or counsels of
the Christians. The jealousies which had arisen
on the first arrival of the Germans, were every
day carried to a higher pitch of animosity ; and
the faithful mutually accused each other of accept-
ing the bribes of their enemies, or bringing down
destruction by indifference to the holy cause. A
battle which the Germans won about this time,
by increasing their pride, added to the causes of
hatred between them and the Syrians. The Dukes
of Saxony and Austria, two of the principal lead-
ers, also fell in this engagement ; and nothing. pre-
sented itself but distrust and anarchy.
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.Henry of Champagne, though be had refnsed to
retain the name of King, without any means of
vindicating his right, was regarded by the Syrian
Christians as their chief ; and though bis authority
slso was a mere shadow, it had saved the people
from that utter licentiousness into which they ,
were now thrown. Isabel, his widow, was yet
living, and was regarded as baving the right of
disposing of the crown as she thought fit. In the
bad state of affairs, therefore, which now existed,
it was the advice of the principal prelates and
barons, that she should again give her hand and
the crown of Jerusalem to some prince, who might
be both able and willing to support their cause.
Amaury, the successor of Guy of Lusignan on the
throne of Cyprus, was chosen for this honour by
the Queen and her counsellors; and the marriage
was celebrated with great festivity at Ptolemais.
But the death of the Emperor Henry, which oc-
curred at this time, gave another turn to the
course of affairs. That monarch, having been the
suthor of the crusade, was also, throughout, its
great supporter. He had been unremitting in
supplying the army with stores and recruits, and
prevented, by this means, moet of those evils
which bad cut off so manythousands in the former
expeditions. The real state of the army was seen,
a8 soon as his support was withdrawn. Hav:ﬁ,
no enthusiasm but that which had been inspi
by the persuasions or the gold of Henry, the chiefs,
on receiving intelligence of his death, resolved on
immediately returning to Europe ; and neither the
exhortations ef the Pope, nor those of the Syrian
Christians, could induce any of them, except the
Queen of Hungary, to delay their departure.

r2
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Thus ended this short and inglorious crusade,
which would hardly deserve to be ranked among
the expeditions known by that name, but for its
being the commencement of a series of events
which are presently to engage our attention, and
which bave an importance equal, if not superior,
to any of those already recounted. It is with the
commencement of the fourth crusade we discover
the beginning of that change which marks the differ-
ence between the middle and modern ages of the
world. The impassioned enthusiasm, the untiring.
devotion, the imaginative belief, which gave life and
spirit to inanimate things, and a visible form and
body to the fleeting visions of the mind—these
were now fast giving way to the more selfish prin-
ciples of action. ' Instead of being carried out of
themselves, and moved to seek consolation in the
vague but not less certain sources of pleasure, men
began to value only the positive goods of life ; and
as this feeling became more and more prevalent,
the requisition of wealth was more eagerly sought
for, and social liberty was a blessing better under-
stood, and more highly prized. Both kings and
people participated in this change ; and the wars of
the one were gradually assuming an entirely poli-
tical character, while the latter employed their
growing energies in working out, one after the
other, the rights which were to be the pillars of
fature constitutions.

It is in this respect that the crusade, undertaken
by the Emperor Henry VI., is most worthy of at-
tention ; and the careful reader of history will take
pleasure in oberving the difference between the
character of that monarch, the means which he
employed to carry on his designs, and the general
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events of the enterprise, and the same kind of ob-
jocts, as they offer themselves to inquiry, in the ex-
peditions before described.

A.D. 1198. On the departure of the German
crusaders, a truce for three years was concluded
between Malek-al-Adel and the Count de Mont-
fort, who had lately arrived from France with ee-
veral other chevaliers of the same country. But
little trust was to be placed in a treaty, for the
strict observance of which the Christians them-
selves had set so bad an example. The worst mi-
series were, therefore, hourly apprehended ; and
they turned with a supplicating aspect towards
their brethren in the West. They bad, in the late
crusade, hastily rejected their proferred coopera-
tion, but they were now obliged to solicit it ; and
for this purpose, the bishop of Ptolemais, with several
noblemen, embarked for Europe ; butthey were ship-
wrecked on the coast, and most of them perished
in the waves. Fortunately, however, for the belie-
vers in Syria, Innocent III. bad just mounted the
Papal throne, 2 man whose talents and ambition
rendered him capable of conceiving and undertak-
ing the boldest projects. He eagerly seized, there-
fore, upon the opportunity, which the situation of
the church in the East afforded, of increasing his
influence and authority. He addressed a pathetic
letter to the people and clergy of France, Hungary,
Sicily, and England, in which he deplored the fall
of Jerusalem, the indignities to which the disciples
of the Lord were subject; and, above all, the li-
centiousness and faithlessness of those who ought
to have offered their lives in defence of the sacred.
places. “ Jf God died for man, will man fear to
die for God? Shall he refuse to give his short'
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life and perishable pouosaxons to him who opens
to us the treasures of eternal life? ”

The usual means were employed for persuadin
both high and low to engage in the enterprise, an g
the Pope himself set an example for contributing
largely of worldly possessions to the design. Com-
manding that vessels only of wood or earthen-ware
should be placed upon his table, during the conti~
nuance of the crusade, he had the gold and silver-
plate of his household melted down, to supply me-
ney for the armament. But what the zeal and re-
solution of Innocent might have effected, if they
bad been employed on their proper object, his

ride and ambition destroyed almost as soon as he
commenced his plans. The monarchs of En-
vope had for some time been growing more ins
dependent of the church ; and though the Popes
might still effect mueh by the ancient reverence
rendered to their names, and the impression it had
left on the opinions of mankind, they could now
only govern the world, as they employed a superior
policy, and 8s men were willing of themselves to pay
them homage. But the state of Europe, at this
period, presented a tempting prospect to a pontiff of
Innocent’s character. Germany was troubled by
the contentions of two powerful parties for the
crown, to one of which he attached himself, and
declared his right to dispose of the empire accord-
ing to his eacred will. By this exposure, however, of
his ambitious designs, he not only raised against
bim many formidable enemies, but lengthened a
controversy, which, while it lasted, stopped all
proceedings which regarded the crusade. France-
was at the same time Ilgbouring under mamy
evils from the interdict incurred by Philip Au-
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gustus, against whom Innocent had fulininated a
bull of excommunication, on account of his repu-
diating Queen Ingeburge, in order to marry Agnes
de Méranie. This circumstance put a barrier to
the progress of any efforts in favour of the' Eastern
Christians in that nation; and thus, two of the
principal states in Christendom were put as it were
hors de combat by the ill-timed pride or seve-
rity of the Pontiff. Richard yet remained faith-
fal to his first intentions of attempting the final
recovery of Palestine; but his wars with France,
and the disturbed state of his dominions, hindered
from time to time his prosecuting the chivalrous
plans he had formed ; and he died before he could
effact any thing further for the cause of the Holy
Sepulchre.

A. D. 1199. Notw:thstandmg, therefore, all the
efforts of Innocent, the preparations for the erusade
made small progress; and they would probably have
ceased altogether, but for the appearance of one of
those singular men on the scene of action, whose
charaeters form so interesting an -object of specu-
lation in the history of these events.' Foulque,
curate of Neuilly-sur-Marne, was a man distin-
guished neither for learning nor any remarkable a-
bility. When he began to preach abroad, either
his manner, or the style of his discourses, was so
little engaging, that he was not unfrequently sub-
jected to the ridicule and abuse of his suditors.
But he was thoroughly imbued with devotion to
the camse which employed his mind, and was se-
rious and unaffected in his piety. These weré
mighty aids to success ; and as he proceeded on
his mission, his audnencee increased, and he was
every day listened to with more attention and
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earnestpess. It is not improbable that the religions
gloom which pervaded France at this time, assisted
the impression which the simple eloguence of the
gurate of Neuilly was calculated to make. Since
the publication of the interdict, the ceremonies of
the eburch had been suspended, the bells even bad
geased-to sound, and the oflices of charity been
refused the dead. The voice of a plain and ener-
gotic preacher at such a time must have been heard
with deep emotion. Men, in_general, value no~
thing eo much as religion, when either its exercise
is prohibited, or they meet with any obstacle to its
profession. Foulque at last gathered such crowds
around bim, that the clergy and nobles began to
regard bim as worthy of attention ; and he was in
a short time listened to with the reverence due to
an apostle.

A. D. 1200. Intelligence was quickly conveysd
to Innocent respecting the excitement occasioned
by the preaching of this extraordinary man, aud
the Pontiff wae not slow in perceiving how mse-
ful such a labourer might be in his favourite
project. He accordingly put Foulque at the bead
of the preachers of the crusade, all of whom werg
chosen either for their eloquence or station in the
church, and they began their work supported by
the whole influence of the pontifical anthority. I
was not long before Foulque had an opportunity of
exercising his zeal to the most useful purpose. At
2 tournay which was held in Champagne, and at
which many of the mest distinguished chevaliers
of France were present, he proclaimed the crusade,
and, struck by the power of his appeal, the knights
forsook the lists to assume the vows and badge
of pilgrime.  Thibaut, Count of Champsgae,
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Louis, Count of Chartres and Blois, both allied te
the Kings of England and France, the Count of
Saint Paul, Simon de Montfort, whom we have
already seen in Syria, and the historian of this
crusade, Geoffrey de Villehardonin, Marechal of
Champagne. Several other French noblemen, and
many of the most powerfal Knights of Flanders,
followed the example thus set them ; and a large
arniy was speedily formed, the comnrand of which
was given, in a Council of Barons, to the Count
of Chantpagne.

The manner in which the preparations for this
expedition were carried on, will strike the reader
a8 not a little different to that in which the earlier
enterprises were commrericed. A considerable
time had mow passed since Innocent first publish-
ed his intentions respecting the Holy War; and
the barons who engaged themselves in the under-
tiking, set about the preliminaries with politic
eatition. To secure the safe transport of the troops
to Syria, they sent deputies to the celebrated Dian-
dolo, Doge of Venice, of whom they required a
sufficient namber of vessels for the passage of
four thousand five huridred knights, twenty thousand
foot soldiers, and provisions for the whole ar
for nine months. The Venetian's demand for this
sapply was eighty-five thousand silver marks ; and
I retarn for fifty gallies, which the Doge offered
to send without payment, it was stipulated, that
half the places which might fall to the Chrietian
army should be ceded to Venice.

Fo ratify the agreement thus made between the
crusaders and Dandolo, & general assembly of the
republic was called ; and the Marechal of Cham-
pagne addressed the Venetians in terms which
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prove both his.own earnestness in the canse;. smd
-the. high degree of power and wealth to which the
state had at this period arisen. ¢ The most high
.and potent Seigneurs and Barons of France,” said
he, “ have sent us to beseech you, iu the name
of God, to take pity on Jerusalem, which is in
‘bondage to the Turks. They claim your merey,
and supplicate you to accompany them to avenge
the contumely of Jesus Christ. They have made
choice of you, because they know that no masi-
time nation has so great power as the Venetiams.
They have desired us to throw ourselves at your
feet, and not to rise till you have granted our de-
mand, and taken pity on the Holy Land.”

Many were the tears and exclamations of emo-
tion which accompanied this address. The as-
sembled people burst out at its conclusion, into one
loud declaration of consent; and from the place
of Saint Mark, to the extremities of the city, no-
thing was to be heard but the expressions of de-
vout thankfulness with which the multitude filled
the air. On the day following, the Marechal and
the rest of the deputies reassembled in the palace
of Saint Mark, to take an oath that they would,
on their parts, fulfil the stipulations of the
ment. The treaty having been thus ratified, it
was forthwith despatched to the Pope to receive
his approbation; and the French deputies took
farewell of their new allies with many protesta-
tions of fidelity and affection.* From Venice
they repaired to the maritime states of Pisa and
Genoa ; but their proceedings at Venice had of-
fended the pride of those cities, and but a cold re-

* Villehardouin.
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ception was given their offers of alliance. One
or two other noblemen, however, were added to
the list of the crusaders, beforeVillehardouin and his
companions returned to Champagne ; and their ar-
rival would have been greeted with unmixed plea~

. sure, had not the dangerous sickness of Thibaut
spread despondency among the crusaders. The
death of that prince, celebrated for his deep piety
and enthusiastic deévotion to the cause of Jerusa-
lem, rendered the choice of another leader neces-
sary. Two noblemen, the Count of Bar and the
Duke of Burgundy, successively refused to accept
the distinction ; and Boniface, Marquis of Mont-
ferrat, and brother to the renowned Conrade, was
elected gemeral of the Christian army.

VYOL. H. Q
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CHAPTER VIL

'I)!PABTUﬁE OF THE FOURTH CRUSADE.—ALLIANCE WITH THE
V!!EI‘IANS.—SINE AND CAPTURE OF ZARA,~—~CONQUEST OF
LONGTANTINOTLE, AND RESTORATION OF MK AND ALRXLS.

A. D, 1202. EARLY in the spring of this yesr,
the French forces began their march ; and having
taken the route to Venice, they were shortly after
joined by the Marquis of Montferrat, at the head
of his army, composed of Lombards, Piedmontese
and Savoyards, and by a small band of Germans,
who were led by the bishops of Halberstadt and
Martinlitz. Their march to the place of rendes-
vous was accomplished without difficulty ; and, on
their arrival, they found the fleet appointed to
convey them to Syria ready for setting sail. Thus
far success had attended the slow but prudent
measures of the crusaders ; and every thing seem-
. ed to promise a prosperous issue to the design,
the preparations for which were thus cautiously
pursued. But an unexpected difficulty now argee,
and one which was as disgraceful to some of the par-
ties engaged, as it was unpropitiousto the enterprise.
Of the vast number of barons who had taken the
cross, and agreed to assemble at Venice, for the
purpose of embarking in the fleet which they bad
epgaged by their deputies, only a very few were
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shived ; und afeer eaxiousty expecting them, the
Mnrquu of Montferrat had the misfortune to learn
that they had taken a different roste, snd emv
barked at other ports. Grest confusion followed
this sonouncement. The Venetisns, who were
for the falfilment of the treaty which they
bad made with the deputies, demanded the pay:
ment of the price stipulated for the fleet and
visions. As the sam was a considerable one;
and could only be raised by the equal contribu<
tions of all the parties who took a share in the
emerprise, the barous who had arrived in Venieo,
@nd were desirous of homoursbly fulfilling the a-
groement, were etruck with comsternation at their
situstion. They were neither able to vaie the
money required, nor ‘willing either to break the
treaty so solemnly signed, or stoop to selicit the
indulgence of the repablic; but while they wers
in this dilemma, a proposition was made by the
Deoge, which it was thought would deliver ehom
out of the difficuity. The city of Zara, over
which the Venetians claimed sovereign authority,
tiad revolted, and put iteelf under the protection
-of the King of Hungary. To reduee it agsin to
its allegiance, was an object greatly desired by
the republic; and the crusaders were invited to
Jend u'armsorthttpurposebemgoﬂ'ered,
“» s rewsrd for their services, such &n indemi-
ity with regard to the Jate agreement, as would
free them from all further distress. This propo-
mon was joyfnlly scceded to ; but doubts arose
-in the minds of some of the kmglm s to the law-
felmess of their employing those arme against-a
Christian city which had been consecrated for
fighting with the- enemies of the croes; and the
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Pope_ himself sent a messsge by his legate, forbid-
ding the Venetiana to prosecute their design. The
determination, however, of the baughty republicans
was not to be easily controlled ; and the Doge,
in order o secure the co-operstion of the crusad-
ers, and remove their scruples, assumed;the cross,
and proclaimed his intention of accompanying them
in their expedition. . A fleet of four bundred and
eighty vessels transported a formidsble army of
forty thousand men to Trieste, and other maritime
towns of Istria, which yielded to the Venetisns
snd their allies; and the forces -armrived before
Zara on the tenth of November, the eve of Saint
Martin. The situation of this city, which stands
on the Oriental side of the Adriatic, the strength
of ita fortifications, and the assistance rendered it
by the King of Hungary, who himself had taken
the cross, threw 8 damp at first upon the ardour
«©f the besiegers. The citisens, however, alarmed
by the preparations made for the attack, sent de-
-puties to offer their submission to the Venetians ;
but when they arrived in the camp, dissension smd
faction bad destroyed all union between the differ-
ent parties engaged in the siege; and the depm-
-ties heard, with astonishment, the question, “ Why
.are you willing thus to eurrender your city ? ” ¢

. The Count de Montfort, the Abbé de Vaux-de-
Cernay, and afew others among the crusaders, at last
had the sense to discover, and the good conscience
.to feel, that they were not performing their duty,
a8 vowed soldiers of the cross, by employing their
arms in destroying the liberty of a Christian stase.
This sentiment, it is likely, would have earlier

. * Villehardouip.
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prevailed, had ‘it not been for their desiie te ful:
the ‘treaty with the Venetimms, the eagerness
with which some of their brethren wiged them to
the emterprise, and the politic conduct of the

They now foamd i¢ impossible to resint
the determinstion of the wpposite party 1o continwe
the siege ; and the oitizens of Zara were reducod
to employ whatever means' the arts of either piety
or war could imvent to vesist the mssamit. Bwt
though they fought with valour, and erowded the
walls with crosses, as signs of their brotherhood
and common faith, they could not sucoeed in ward:
ing off the thremened evil beyond the fiftioth dey
of the siege, whem they opened their gates to the
combined forees.

The beoty foand in the city was divided be-
tween the French and Vepetisns; but in a fow
days after the army bad ‘taken wp its quarters for
the remainder of the winter, symptoms of dislile
and rivairy between the sllies broke out with foesh
violence ; and bloody combats ensued, which weve
badly recompensed by the sabjection of Zars. The
Pope, in the mean time, sent fresh messages, 10
warn the crussders of the peril they weuld be in~
curring, by pevsisting in a design so fereign to their
proper engagement ; ‘and such an effect had these
admonitions on the minds of the Freneb, that most
of them professed submission to the will of the
Pontiff, and, with many demonstrations of repent-
ance, began to prepave for the prosecution of the
crusade against the commen enemy of Christen-
dom. -

- There wss every appearance, therefore, thas,

having achieved the conquest of Zara, the Fronch

crusaders would pursue their original intentious
Q2
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withont farther delay, and be contented with hav+
ing done thus much towards honourably fulfilling
their agreement with the Venetians. But durisg
their preparations for departure, circumstanees oc-
curred which once mere disturbed their pious de-
signs, and contributed to warn them that a new
order of things was about to engage the warriors
of Europe.. Previous to the sailing of the arma-
ment, ambaseadors had mirived from Constantinople
to desire the assistance of Venice and ber allies in
favour of the Emperor Isaac, whose throne was
usurped by his brother Alexis, while he himself had
been deprived of his sight and thrown intoadungessa.
The son of . the unfortunate monarch, also named
Alexis, who had just escaped from sharing the captivi-
sy of his father, pleaded the cause of his parent with
great fervour and eloquence ; but as Zara was the
object immedistely before the Venetians, the con-
sideration of the Emperor's misfortunes was de-
ferred till the rebellious city sheuld be forced back
to its allegiance. That design baving been effect~
ed, and the ambassadors of Isanc again appearing
to solicit the aid of the crusaders, the business wis
comsidered with more seriousness, and the differemt
‘parties engaged employed their most strenuous ef-
forts, as they felt inclined, to attempt the subjec-
tion of Constantinople to0 the Emperor, or the re-
storation of Palesuine to Christendom and the
chorch, -

The dispute was carried on with great warmth
on both eides. The Doge, the Marquis of Mont-
ferrat, and Philip of Swabia, King of the Romans,
embraced the cause of the dethroned monarch, and
seconded his son in all the appeals which that
young prince made to the feelings or avarice of
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the crusaders. Their influénce was also increased
by that of the Counts of Flanders, Blois, and St
Paul, .who joined the imperial party ; and the
promises which Ieaac made by his ambassadors,
were listened to with eagerness by the greater por-
tion of the army. They deprecated the idea of
hindering the soldiers of the cross from finally pur-
suing the real object of their sacréed enterprise ;
shewed them how great a duty they would be per«
ferming by dethroning a tyrant who would prove
even a worse enemy to their cause than the treach-
erous emperors of former days, and proceeded to
esumerate the further advantages that would ae-
crue by their uniting with Isaac. * If you restare
the lawful sovereign to- his just rights,” said the
young prince,  the son of Isaac promises, by the
most sacred oaths, to support your fleet and army
for a year, and to pay two hundred thousand
marks of silver for the expenses of the war. He
sles promises to accompany yeu in person to Syria
and Egypt; to lend you, at his expense, ten thou-
sand men ; and support, daring the whele of his reign,
five hundred chevaliers in the Holy Land. He
moreover engages, and this should be sufficient to
determine the intentions of Christian warriors, to
pat an end to the heresies which exist in the Greek
empire, and to submit the Greek church to that of
Rome.” Neither these promises, however, nor
the pathetic appeals with which they were mixed
up, were sufficient to determine the chiefs and
baréns in favour of the Emperor, till after many
boisterous debates. A strong party in the assem-
bly, whese idess were more pious than politic,
could not be persuaded to turn their thoughts from
the recovery of Palestine to & war with Consten-
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tinople, the emperors of which, whether friendly o
hostile, had proved such hinderancies to the success
of the former expeditions. The Pope, alse, who
was inimical to all projects which were either
started by the Venetians, or were likely to bene-
#¢ them, had shown himself unfavourable to the
design, which must not only greatly retard the
progress of the crusade, but would serve to in<
cvense the pride and freedom of the republicans ;
while those who were not sffeeted by these com-
siderations, alleged the known strength of Com-
stantinople, and the resources of the usurper, as
ressons for their diesent. But the Venetinns amd
the party whe agreed with them, were too powers
ful to be stopped in their designs ; and the rival-
ship of the former with the Pisans, who had en-
tered into a mercantile treaty with Constantine-
ple, and their private enmity aginet the Greeks,
were additional motives for their prosecuting the
war. The fleet, accerdingly, st length eet owil,
baving on board a strong and wel-accoutred force,
and the Sower of French, German, and Italisn
chivalry. The son of Issac had arrived at Zara
shortly before the embarkation of the troope ; and
his presence among them greatly contributed to
snimate both French and Venetians with resolu-
tion. Ewploying all the arts which could render
himself or his cause popular in the minds of the
crusaders, he proceeded through the camp, accom-
panied by the barons, who eupported his claims,
everywhere addressing himself to the feelings which
he had already been so successful in awakening
by his eloquence. Nothing was thenceforward
talked of bot his filial piety, the misfortunes of his

“ther, or the gnod which would result from she

* of a prince whose youth was marked by the
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posseseion of 80 many virtues and talents. These
feelings, fortunately for the deposed Emperor, sup~
plied the place of those with which the crusaders
had left their }homes ; and under the idea of follow~
ing an affectionate son, to rescue his father from a
dungeon, they silenced their consciences, which had
at first reproached them with abandoning their
duty -to the Saviour and his church.

April 1203. Our limits will not allow us to
panse in describing the voyage of the splendid ar-
mament which crowded the bosom of the Adria~
tic; but it was one of those magnificent spectacles
which so frequently passed across the great stage
of events in those days. On the morning after
Easter, the ships were laden, the Venetians en-
guged themselves in destroying the city, together
with it walls and fortifications ; and the pilgrims
took up their station on the shore, to be ready for
the firat signal of departure. But shortly before
the embarkation commenced, Simon de Montfort,
who held so high a situation in the army,” aban-
doned the camp, and entered into confederacy: with
the King of Hungary. He was accompanied in
‘his retreat by his brother, Guy de Montfort, the
-Abbot de Vaux, and several of the noblemen who
had originally protested against any change in the
expedition. This event, however, was not per-
mitted to oceasion any delay in the proceedings of
the rest ; and the fleet was immediately manned,
and set sail for Durazzo, of which the inhabitants
freely swore fealty to' the prince, and surrendered
the city into his hands. Corfu was the next stage
of their voyage, where a part of the .army had
already arrived, and was encamped. The intel-
ligence that the son of the Emperor was on board
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du feet,. produced. the most lively sensstion-'of
Joy throughout .the camp; and & large party of
the .chevaliers mounnted their horses, and having
roceived him with greas respect as he reached sha
shore, copducted him in procession to bis tent. - -
It will bave been remarked by the rveader, thas
wmany evils were suffered in almost every crusade of
which we have, given an ascount, from the delsy
which the leaders allowed to take place in the pro-
gress of their enterprises. At Corfu the fieet an«
chored ; and the troops being disembarked, wene sl
Jowed for several weeks to.enjoy the luxnrious scenes
and preductions of that delicious island. But thedis-
orders which had, a shor} time since, so nearly du-
" siroyed the expedition, broke out afresh, and se-
weral of the knights whose endour fer Palestine was
pot yet diminisbed, expressed their imtention of
separating from their brethren, and prooseding di-
vect.to the Holy Land. By the entreatios, hew-
ever, of the Marquis of Montéerrat, the Doge and
others, they were persuaded to forego this intem-
ion ; and a promise being given, that they should
be furnished in the antumn with vessels to carry
them %0 Syria, they agreed to defer their depas-
tore till thas time. The forces were, tharefore,
.again embarked ; and on the eve of Pentecost, all
the galleyas, palendam, * and other ships -of war, to-
.gether with the merchant veseels which accom-
.panied them, weighed anchor. The day was
bright and clear ; soft gentle winds filled the eails ;
and never, says the chbronicler, was a maere glori-
ous spectacle - witnessed. The armawment seem-
.ed fit 4o conquex she world ; for,. s for as the eye
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conld ‘vonch the ssils of. ships and galieys covered
the waves. Sailing slong the open sea, ‘they are
rvived: ot :Cape Males, in Laconia; aad here they
mdt with two vessels, wiich bad on board a
ammsber: of pilgrims, knights, and sergeants, who
were leaving Palemime, bue the sight of the fleet
made them repent of their desertion ; sad one of
the-sergeants leaped .inte s barge in ovder to join
the erusaders, declaring thas he weudd follow them;
for thas it seemed certsin they would conquer the
essth. They then sailed to Negropont, and having
made & descent on Andros, entered the passage of
Abydos, and cast anchor befere that island. Hers
saethdr division' of the armament awsited them,
in order that. the whole of the fleet might lmve
time 80 assemble befove proceeding up the Helles-
pmt. When they set sail from Abydos, theiy
beaste weee Gllod with joy. st the magnificent sight
of so many ships, galleys and palandars, sailing
proudly to the conquest of am empire ; but when,
afiec a short paseage, they reached the Abbey of
Ssint Seephen, situsted within three leagues of Con-
stamtinople, their eyes were charmed with a dif-

lpoeucba ‘The isnperial city was mow with<
in cights -Its .extensive walls, -the lofey towers
which saorouaded it, its splendid palaces and tow+

exing ehurches, which - esemed to be innumerable,
mbo&mﬁnm;ndwhhtbeymmnmﬂv
astonishment. at the iepesing prospect, many of
them- trembled st the idea of attacking a ety s
extemsive and so nobly defended. -

The counts and barons, together with the Doge,
baving: landed st the Abbey, held a comncil to de~
termine on the measures next to be pursued,
Many different sentiments prevailed on the occa~
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wpenih, s which b expeience 104 Knowiodge 1o
, to which his experience and kno se-
cured attention. ¢ I know more of this
and of its customs tham most of you,” eaid -he,
¢ for I have been here before. You bave under-
taken as perilous an enterprise as men ever at-
tempted, and it is, therefore, necessary that we
should proceed with caution. You are to consi-
der, that if we land on the- continent, which is far
extended, our people will be tempted, by the want
of provisions, to disperse themselves about, and may,
to our great loss, fall a sacrifice to the numerous
inhabitants. But there are islands within sight,
both well peapled, and fruitful in corn and other
productions. Let us proceed thither, and provide
ourselves well with corn, and whatever stores may
be necessary, after which we will advance against
the city, and do that which our Lord shall .seem
m%‘m'. being ed with approbation the
is advice being received wi ion,
next morning, the feast of Saint John- the
tist, the vessels were prepared for setting sail,
banners and standards were elevated, and a strong
fence raised along the sides of the decks, compos-
od of the shields and bucklers of the wartiors,
while every one looked to his arms as now stand-
ing in full need of their aid. A favourable wind
carried the fleet so close under the walls of Con-
stantinople, which were crowded with the affright-
ed population, that many missiles strack the: ves-
sels; and, instead of pursming the intention .
landing on one of the islands, the chiefs ordered
anchor to be cast before Chaloedon, which is sita-

* Villehardouin,
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sted on the Asistic side,of the Bosphorus, oppe-
site Conatantinople, and about ten miles distant
from that city. The knights and barons, with all
their horses and followers, and the other pilgrims,
went on shore, a part of them teking up their
- lodging in the magnificent palace, which had been
long consecrated to imperial luxury ; while the rest
pitebed their tents in the surrounding gardens, or
found quarters in the city. Leaving the ships
of burden still at anchor before Chalcedon, the
chiefs assembled their followers on the third day
from their landing, and sailed to Scutari, which is
within about a leagne’s distance from Constanti-
aople, and where the forces were again landed.
The Emperor, who bad hitherto remained im-
mersed in pleasure, and indifferent to the affairs of
bis government, now began to perceive the real
danger of his situation, and would willingly have
protected himself from the impending evil by ne-
gotiation. But the ambassador whom ' he sent te
the chiefs of the invading army, was received with
baughty contempt. He expressed the astonish-
ment of his master that they should invade a
.£Lhristian empire ; and they replied, that the.em-
-pire did not belong to him, but-to the prince whese
canse they had espoused. He deelared that it was
the wish of the Emperor to concar with them
Jn their pious design ; and, at the same time, his
determinstion immedistely to take arms in de-
fence of the state, if his offers were not complied
with; and to these remarks they answered, that
he was a usurper, and consequently the enemy of
all princes—a tyrunt, and therefore the enemy of
the human race. ¢ He who has sent you hither,”
continued they, “ has but one means of escaping
VOL. II R



108 HRISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

the just vengeance of man and heaven—it is @
trestore to his brother and mnephew the crown of
which he has despeiled them, and to implore mercy
of those prinees to whom he hes shown himself 40
wamerciful. Let bim do this, and we promise to
unite our prayers with his, and to cbtain his par:
don, and a pravisien for the reet of his duys, spemt
in quiet and security,—a state far superior to's
falseand usurped glory. But if he cannot be per
suaded to act with justice—if he remain inaccesel-
ble to repemtance—tell him that we disdsin both
biis threate and his promises, and that we Imveln
sime to attend to his ambassadors.” *

The condition of the Greek empire underﬁn
wusurper was miserable in the extreme; but not
worse than it was in the reigns-of many of its for-
mer sovereigns. The only difference appears to
dave been, that the evils weve now of longer
standing ; and the meve continwance of evil
without deeresse, is equivalent to its beq
greaty multiplied. 1t is only in proportion, hew
ever, o8 8 people enjoy peace and freedom under
sheir legitimate monarchs, that they bate a usurper
for his injustice ; and the tyrant Alexis, therefore,
shongh detested by his subjects for the oppree-
sion aand misery which they euffered, cared Hitele
sbout the manner in which be had raised himself
s0 the throne. The Franks, conceiving that the

people, en seeing the son of their lawful sovereign,
.ouldatmeoriae in his camwse, carried him in a
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sight of the people, “ Behold the heir to the
throne | —acknowledge your soversign ;—have pity
on &im, snd om yourssives.” But the address
was heard in silence ; no emotion was evinced by
which the chiefs could hepe that sheir preject had
been sttended with suceess; and shortly after &
tamult - sook place, in which the Greeks attacked
the Latin inhabitants of ¢he city with great fary,
sed pisinly declared themselves on the side of
Alexia. This circumstance was followed by em
sttack which a party of the usurper’s troops made
on the crusaders; but they were instantly put to
flight ; and the eighty knights to whem the ho-
mour of the victory belonged, compared them to
timid stags, not fit to join in combat with men
who merited the name of exterminating angels or
statmes of brass, which diffused terrer and death.®
The opinion was now general that the siege
should be no longer delayed. An sesembly, or
parliament as it is called, was held in the open
plsin, the knights and barons who composed it
ing mounted on their richly caparisened
chargers, and deliberating respecting the measuves
%0 be pursued, as if already prepared for the on-
set. It was decided that the forces showld imme-
dintely be transperted across the strait, and encamp-
ed under the walls of the eity. On this determina-
tion being made known te the army, the bishope
snd dergy exhorted the warriers to prepare for
the conflict, by shriviog themeelves and making
theoir wills, which piows advice was devoutly at-
tended to; sad the rites of religion having been
pesformed, no time was lost in embarking for the

* Nicetes.
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opposite shore. The knights went on’board the
andars with their war-steeds, and armed from
to foot, with helmets laced, and lance in
band, and their horses saddled and covered with
superb ‘bousings. They were followed by the
sergeants * and warriors of inferior rank, and
the: numerous bands of bowmen and other troops
who were embarked in the larger vessels, to
each of which was attached a light galley to
quicken its passage. The forces thus embarked
were divided into six battalions, the first being led
by the Count of Flanders, who obtained that ho-
nourable post from his being followed by a brave
and more numerous band of archers than the other
chiefs. His brother Henry led the second divi-
sion ; the Counts of St Paul and Blois the third
and fourth; Matthew of Montmorency the fifth, in
which, among meny other noble knights, was the
bistorian Villebardouin ; and the Marquis of Mont~
ferrat the sixth. The Venetians were to remain
in their ships, as being more likely to assist the
army by their naval skill, than'in any other mode

of action.

The carrent of t.he Bosphorus is frequently rapid
and dangerous ; but on this memorable day the
heavens were clear, the sun shone with great bril-
liancy, and the-warlike fleet bore gallantly from the
shore. The opposite bank was quickly reached ;
and the imperial troops, forming an army of seven-
ty thousand horse and foot, were seen ranged a-
loug the beach. The clarions of the crusaders now
resounded from every vessel. The palandars and
galleys drove impetuously towards the shore ; every

¢ The common name given to horsemen not knights.
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Wernor was preesing to be foremost ; -and before
they could reach the land, many of the knights
leaped imto the sen, which reached to their bal-
drics, and rushed with their Jances againkt the eme-
wy. The sergeants, archers and balestriers, im-
itated their valowr; the bridges attached to the
rs were lot down, and the horses landeds
when the whole army began to form in order of
battle. But Alexis had fled ; bis treops, without
waiting for the attack of the Latins, readily obeyed
hia suramons to retreat, sad the bloodless victory-
put the conquerors in possession of the imperial

camp. :
. Parsuing their success, the crusaders proceeded
early next morning to attack the fortress of Galass,
which commaaded the port of Constantinople ; and
while the army was thns engaged, the Venetians ap-
preached with the fleet, and began to destroy she
boom, which was thrown from the sower of Galata
to the oppodite shore. Both parties succeeded in
their bold enterprises. The fortress was stormed
and taken by the French ; and the Venetians, have
ing totally vangquished the Grecisa fleet, cut asun.
der, by means of an enormous machine, the iron
links of the boom. Having obtained these ime
portant advantages over the enemy, a commecil of
chiefs was called to decide on the msmer in which
the siege was to be prosecuted. In this assembly
the Venetians strongly advised that the assamlt
should be commenced from the sea ; but the other
Italians, and the French aud Germans, opposed this
proposition, observing, that they were unaccustoms
ed to naval wurfare, and only knew how to fighs
on their gpod steeds, and with their knightly wea.
pons. The dispute was speedily terminated, by
R 2

i
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its being agreed that the Venetians should atu@4
the city by sea, while the army assailed it on
land. The forces were then led towards the g
per part of the harbour, where the river Barby
falls into the gulf. The bridge over this rif§
had been destroyed by the Greeks on the approg:
of the crusaders, and the latter employed the @
on which they reached this spot, and the follow
night, in repairing it against their passage.
work they were suffered to perform without
derance, and the next day they took up their
tion under the walls of the city. The fleet
ascended the gulf in fighting order, and anch
in a broad basin about three bow-shots dist
from the station of the land forces.

An attempt was again made to interest
Greeks in favour of Isaac, but fruitlessly ;-and
siege was begun by the crusaders with the m
determined courage. The small number of
forces, when all were united, rendered the sucely,
of the enterprise extremely doubtfal. The cire
of the walls was estimated to measure three leagdyy
in extent ; and while their army consisted of og
twenty thousand men, Constantinople was supy
ed to bhave within its barriers above four bund
thousand inhabitants capable of bearing arms.
line of the besiegers extended along a very smy,
portion of the walls, and was terminated by ‘§),
gate of Gyrolimne on the one end, and the cr the
of Bohemond on the other. From each of tidy,
points the Greeks made continual sallies ; anc . of
crusaders, having provisions only for three w. ° b
and exposed to the constant danger of being '
rounded and besieged in their camp, resalved, |
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days of incessant toil and peril, to attempt a
prer and more general assault of the city.

jpen, the forces began the attack both by land
sea; A breach was at length made, and a
fght and two squires instantly appeared with
ifling-ladders and the standard of the cross, which
en of the bravest warriors of the army exposed
bmselves to almost instant death to place on the
parts. Only two of these devoted soldiers es-
ed destruction, and they were casried captive
pre Alexis, who, it is reported, rejoiced at the
t, as if it had been the sure harbinger of vic-
y. The Greeks continued to defend them-
es with unlooked for bravery ; being support-
by Constantinus Lascaris, a young and dis-
guished warrior, and related to Alexis. A
d of Danish and English guards, styled Varan-
5, was also employed by the Emperor in the
fonce of his throne and capital ; and the Latins
p repulsed, every charge they made, with con-
rable loss.
gBut while the besiegers were thus waging an
ual contest by land, the Venetians, from their:
s, had cast terror into the city by the valour
3 rapidity with which they repeated their des-
Aijte charges. The fleet was drawn up before
' fyralls in two lines, of which the first was form-
the light galleys, baving on board the arch-
d the second by the heavy vessels, on the
- b of which platforms and turrets were erected,
huge engines intended for battering the
s The conflict bad been thus carried
spm the beginning of the day, with unceasing
s y»Wvhen the Doge, who, though blind and aged,
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was foremost smong the ssmsailsute, garve
command for his peeple to land. His arders,
issued as be etood in fall armour on the
of his vessel, were backed by the threat, that be
would Lill the first man who delayed to obey the
summoos. Some of his followers, taking the he-
roic old man in their arms, bore him immediately
to sbore ; and the standard of Saint Mark being car-
nisd before him, spnounced his bravery 10 the ress
of the fleet. A rumour of applanse now ran through
the multitude ; and every galley and vessel was
quickly spen moving towards the shore. While
the greater body of the warriors hastened to the
support of the Doge, the rest remained on hoard
the ships, which were formed into a close line a~
geinst the ramparts. The bridges with which they
were furnished were then turned ont, and the lofty
towers of the city shook under the strength of the
sasuilants. The soldiers, in the mean time, who
had landed, fixed numerous engines and scaling-
ladders on other parts of the walls, when smddenly
the lordly banner of Saint Mark was seen display-
ed on one of the highest towers, no ome being
able to tell how or by what hand it was placed
there. Fighting, as they believed, under the pro-
tection of their Saint, twenty-five towers fell at
ence into the hands of the Venetians, Some of
the Greeks attempted to oppose their progress,
but were instantly overthrown; and the victors
rushed into the city, driving all before thems, sad
setting fire to the streets through which they pass-
ed. The squares and avenues were filled with
the inhabitants, who fled tremblingly from their.
houses. Every instant the conflagration spread.
wider and wider, enveloping one whole side of

T
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the  city 'in flame; while the wind, which blew
freshly from the opposite quarter, drove the dense
masses of smoke and ashes into the interior, and
presented a barrier to the soldiers of the Greeks,
which effectually prevented their offering any re-
sistance to the enemy.

While the old Venetian was thus leading his

people to victory, the French and their confe-

derates were closely pressed by the troops of

Alexis. The usurper, compelled into action by

the murmurs of both his subjects and army, had

gathered round him the best of his troops; and,

at the head of his host, which consisted of six-
ty battalions, he hastened to offer them battle.
But at’ the moment when the latter were in the
greatest danger of being overpowered by num-
bers, tlie Venetians appeared with the Doge at
their head, to share the peril. Alexis, terrified
at seeing them thus reinforced, took flight, without
waiting the issue of a battle ; his immense army
followed the example of their pusillanimous leader,
and the Franks were left sole masters of the field.
* The camp of the crusaders, after this unexpect-
ed victory, exhibited a scene of unwonted festi~
vity. The soldiers, who had been long threatened
with the want of provisions, found on the field
large guantities of stores, and, laying aside their
arms, they passed the night in refreshing their ex-
hausted bodies. The morning, however, was ex-
pected with anxiety. Alexis, though driven from
his position, had yet an immense force at his com-
mand ; and they might at any time be sarrounded,
and’ cut off by his sixty battalions, any one of which
‘was more numerous than the largest of their divisions.
Bat while the crusaders were occupied with these
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 $houghts, the usarper was preparing his flight. fesin
the city. On ratumug to the imperial palace, after
bis disgraceful retrest, be collected together sem
thousand pounds of gold, and a quantity of jewels,
which he put into @ boat, sad, in the fimt watch of
the night, secretly escaped from the city, leaving
both his wife and his throne in the - powerot' the

The greasest confusion prevailed in Coutnb-
nople, when the flight of the Emperor becone
known. The people, no longer fearing his vem-
geance, aceused him of bringing them to destrmer
tion, and called down carses upon his head ; while
the troope, left withowt a leader, instead of mo~
suming their arms, remained motionless in their
quarters. While all was thus terror and confasiom,
some courtiers flew to the dungeon, where the
blind and miserable Isaac had suffered a long eap-
tivity. Opening the door of bis prison, sad fres~
ing him from his fetters, they brought him to the
palace of Blaguernes, and, there seating bim om
the imperial throne, summoned the peaple to se-
knowledge agzin their lawful sovereign. This was
8ll effected in the first hour of the day; and, s
the Franks were prepariog for.the dreaded attack
of the enemy, they were surprised by the appear-
suce of several Greeks in the camp, who inform-
ed them of whet had taken place. A council was
bastily called, on this strange intelligence being
communicated, and the devont warriors returmad
thanks to Heaven for their unhoped for succeas.
Some doubt, hewever, was atill entertained as to
the truth of the repert ; and more than one of the
chiefs apprebended thet it might concesl seme
plot to ruin thes, These spprehensions were
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dimipatod by the arrival of other Greeks, who
cawe to pay homage to the son of Isaac; and &
deputation, coriposed of Matthew of Montmo-
reney, the historian Villehardouin, and two Vene-
tian noblemen, was sent into the city to receive &
oconfirmation of the news. On their arrival at the
palnce of Blagquernes, they were conducted through
& double row of the Varangian guards and nume~
rems bands of armed troops, and, in the royal pre-
sence-chamber, they beheld the blind Emperor and
his consort, clothed in the most splendid apparel,
and surrounded by a brilliant court, as if the .un-
fortumate monarch had never known a different
eondition. Villehardonin being permitted to de:
elare the object of the mission, he said, “ You see;
mest gracious Sire; how the crusaders have fulfilled
their promises, and what good service we have ren-
dered yourson. He camot, however, come hither;
till you have, on your part, agreed to the conditions
of the treaty, to which he has given his pledge for the
fuifilment. He, therefore, dutifully beseeches you
his father, through us, folly to ratify this agree:
ment which he has made with the Doge of Venice,
sad the barons of the crusaders.” Villehardouin
then detsiled the several particalars of the

which the prince had signed ; and the Emperor, hav-
img beard him to the end, replied, “The conditions
of this agreement are heavy, aiid ¥ can hardly ses
how they are to be performed; but you have so
gresatly served me and my son, that yon would
merit it were we to give you the whole empire.” #
Fhe treaty then received the imperial seal and

* Viilehardouin.
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signature ; and the deputies, highly praising “the
monarch for his good faith, returned to the camp.

Nothing now remained to be dowe but to con-
duct the young prince in triumph to his father,
whom he had thus delivared from a dungeon, and
restored to histhrone. Accompanied by the Doge
of Venice, all the knights and barons of the army
in full armour, and the clergy in their .most splen-
did robes, the son of Isaac proceeded towards the
palace of Blaquernes. As he advanced, crowds of
people saluted him from all quarters of the city
with the loudest acclamatious of delight. H
of thanksgiving and trinmphant songs filled the air;
but when he entered the palace, and fell into the
arms of his father, the clamours were changed into
expressions of deep sympathy; and those who be-
held the meeting wept with joy at the spectacle,
and thanked Heaven that the father and son wers
thus bappily restored to each other.

The inhabitants of Constantinople united with
the Franks in celebrating these events; but ss
soon as the first transports were over, 'the Em-
peror requested the chiefs of the crusaders to re-
move their forces to the other side of the struit,
in order to avoid the danger of any dispute be-
tween them and his people. This desire was

" immediately acceded to, and the next dny the
troops formed their camp on the opposite shore
of the harbour. The most friendly intercourse. was
kept up between the Franks and the people of
Constantinople. The former were permitted free-
ly to resort to the city, and delight themselves with
visiting its magnificent buildings, and partaking in
the luxuries it afforded, while the latter brought
goods and provisions to the camp, and kept up a
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constant traffic with the soldiers. The innamer-
able relics also contained in the imperial city, form-
ed a fraitful source of trade between the Greeks and:
crusaders. * Constantinople was said to possess
more of these sacred commodities than all the rest
of Christendom together, while no less than five
bundred abbeys and monasteries rendered every
part of its neighbourhood sacred to the saints.
The pleasures which the crusaders derived from
these sources were enhanced by the courteous con-
duct of the Emperor, who invited the chiefs to his
table, and continually consulted them on the affairs
of his government. A still greater satisfaction
was afforded them, in their being able to inform
their brethren in the West, that they had succeeded,
by their triumph over the usurper, in restoring the
unity of the church; that the Greeks would hence-
forth acknowledge the Pope as their head ; and that
the Patriarch of Constantinople would, like other
srchbishops, receive his pall from the apoetnlxcal
chief of Christendom.

The coronation of the young prince, which teok
place a few days after the crusaders had remav-
ed to their new encampment, was an addition-
sl security for their safety and the fulfilment
of the treaty. Sharing the throne with his father,
:he manifested, by every means in his power, a grate-
ful remembrance of the services which had been
rendered him, and paid two hundred thousard
silver marks, or a large part of that sum, as one
of the stipulations in the treaty. The bharmony
which thus reigned between the Greeks and the
crnsaders, led to a reconcilation of the Venetians
with: the Pisans, between whom there had long ex-
isted the most, violent enmity. But the situition

VOL. II. s
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of Isseac and his son was still precarioms. They
had been obliged to bave recouree to unpopules
measures for raising the money paid to the cru-
saders, and the provinces had as yet given few proofs
of allegiance. It was to the arms of the crusaders,
snd not to the patriotism or affection of any of
their own people, they owed their present emjoy-
ment of the empire ; and nothing had occurred, if
we except the first popular expression of opinion,
to let them suppose that they were properly es-
tablished in the affections of their subjectsa. It
was with no little apprehension, therefore, they a-
waited the departure of the crusaders. The sue-
cess which bad attended their arms inspired the
latter with new zeal for the prosecution of their
igns againet the Saracens. The letters which
they despatched to Europe were filled with as-
surances of submiseion to the Pope, and of anxiety
to falfil his intentions; snd heralds were sent to
Cairo and Damascus, with formal declerations of
war against the sultans of those states, uniess they
mendered, without delsy, their possessions in

But ss the time drew nesr for the proseentien
of their march to Syris, the Emperors becams every
day more convinced of the hagardous situstion in
which they would be placed by the absemce of the
Franks. At length they resolved to make known
these apprehensions to their allies, and the yowng
Ciesar proceeded to the camp, where a council of
the chiefs being assembled, he besought them, in
the most urgent manner, to continue their support
to himeelf and his father. “ You bave restored to
me life, honour, and empire,” ssid be ; “Iongllno
desire but one thing_more, ﬂnpow,muely,
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#difilling oll my promises. But if you abaridon xee
now, o proceed to Syria, it is impossible that I
should furnish you with either the money, the troops,
oc the vessels which I bave promised. The people
of Constantinople have received me with many de-
monstrations of joy, but they love me not the more
for that ; and the revolutions to which they have
been accustomed bave destroyed the habit of obe-
dience. Faction reigns both in the capitsl and in
she provinces ; and neither the laws, nor the majesty
of the empire, are any longer respected. 1 am
hated by the Greeks, because you have restored me
so my heritage. If you should forsake me, my
tife or threne would probably fall a sacrifice to my
enemies, I implore you, therefore, to defer your de-
pertare till the manth of March next year, and I
will premise, in return, not only to provide your
army with all necessary eupplies till Easter, but
also to engage the Venetians to support you with
their fleet till Michaelmas.” This offer was follow-
ed by further entreaties; and the chiefs replied, that
they would consider the propositions, and inform
him of the decision when they had sufficient time
&0 consult the rest of the chevaliers. Great dif-
ference of opinion prevailed among the crusaders
respecting the affair thus brought before them. The
contentions which had ocecurred at Corfu, were
once more revived ; and the party which had so
strenuously opposed the diversion of the expedition
from its immediate progress to the Holy Land,
was strengthened by many cogent reasons, which
eould not be so powerfully urged in the earlier
stages of the enterprise. In the council, therefore,
+ which was convened for the purpose of deciding
on the anawer to be returned to the Emperors, it
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‘was with considerable difficulty that those whe
supported their cause could obtain a decisien in
their favour, This, however, being effected, the
Emperors manifested their gratitude, not only by
expressions of thankfulness, but by payieg large
sums of money to their allies, which they obtained
either by enormous levies on the people, or by
seizing the treasures of the church, which they thus
employed to the great scandal of their subjects. -

The Marquis of Mountferrat, the Count of St
Paul, and some other noblemen, hesitated not te
-approve themselves worthy of the confidence which
Tsaac and his son had placed in their assistance:
‘In company with the latter, these brave knights
set forth on an expedition, with the intention of
.chasing the usurper Alexis, who still retained
some authority in Thrace, from his retreat. Not
daring to meet any part of an army which hed con+
quered him at the head of the whole force of - the
empire, he fled immediately on the news of their
approach, and the provinces yielded submissively
to the authority of the legitimate sovereign.

But while the son of Issac was thus pursning
a course of victory through his distarbed domi-
nions, affairs in the capital, and the provinces adjoin~
ing, were every day assuming a gloomier aspect.
The necessities of the weak and unpopular .mo-
narchs had already precipitated them into the adop-
tion of measures which would have shaken a long
established throne. Groaning under the weight
of taxes which they knew were to furnish the pay
‘of their conquerors, the people became every day
Jouder in their expressions of discontent; but
‘when they saw the churches robbed of their shrines -
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sad ornaments, and heard it rumoured that this act
of sacrilege was but s prelude to the general change
of their ancient religion, these murmurs became
wild and furious indications of sedition, and the
#ate was daily threatened with destruction. Things
‘were in this condition, when the rude fanaticisin, or
intoxication, of & few Flemish crusaders, who were
followed by some Pisans and Venetians, occasion«
od an event which doubled the horror and confu-
sion that prevailed. A mosque, which had been
erected at Constantinople a few years before the
death of Saladin at the request of that pious' Mos-
lem, was still kept open, as a house of prayer for
the followers of Mahomet. The Flemings and
their companions, having approached the part of the
town in which the mosque was situated, speedily
provoked a quarrel with the inmates, and as speedi-
ly punished them for defending their temple, by
setting it on fire. Many of the neighbouring in-
habitents immediately flew to arms, and joined the
Moslems against the aggressors. The fire, in the
meantime, spread from the mosque to other adja-
cient buildings. As the night set in, the wind, which
had till then blown from the south, driving the
flames before it, became northerly, and, suddenly
meeting the conflagration, it seemed to fling the
whole broad sheet of flame over the other quarter
of the city, During the whole of the night the
fire continued to gather strength; and when the
morning broke, every corner of the heavens was
covered with a dense black cloud of smoke, from
which streams of flame were every instant burst-
ing, some enveloping the tops of buildings still
standing, and others flickering among the crambling
ruins. Whole streets were soon reduced to ashes ;
s 2
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and churches, palaces, and public monuments, shar-"
ed the same fate, their places being only to be dis«
covered by the thicker masses of flame which cover-
ed them. Day after day the conflagration con-
tinued to spread. The wretclied and bewildered
people felt themselves doomed to destruction ;
thousands had been rendered houseless ; and where-
ever they turned for refuge the same wild scene
of devastation presented itself. As they rushed-
along the streets, the pavement of which was cover-
ed with burning ashes, they were terrified at every:
step with the falling of the ruins, or were barri-
caded by the huge timbers that lay smouldering a-
bout them. Eight days were passed in this aw-
ful manner ; and from the eastern extremity of the
city to the western, the track of the conflagration
was marked by one long black unbroken line of
desolation. Such, at one time, was the force of
the wind, that a vessel in the port was set on fire by
the driving flames ; and even the sea appeared to
be no longer a security from the appalling danger.

From their camp on the heights of Galata, the
crusaders beheld the capital of the East thus fall-
ing a prey to the flames. To save it was wutterly
out of their power; and they had the miserable re-
flection, that the catastrophe had its origin among
themselves. To increase their confusion, above fif-
teen thousand of the Latin inhabitants of Constan-
tinople fled to the camp for protection against the
infuriated Greeks; and the greatest consternation
prevailed, as every day brought intelligence of the
increasing calamity.

While the unfortunate Greeks were uttering, at
one time, the most mournful lamentations at the
loss of their homes and property, and at another
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their carses upon the two Emperors and their hat-
ed allies, the young Alexis returned, with Boniface
and the other barons who had accompanied him,
into the provinces. He entered Constantinople in
triumph ; but a melancholy silence prevailed as he
passed along the public avenues. He was accom-
panied to the palace of Blaquernes by a few of his
courtiers, and someé of the Latin chiefs ; but the
populace every where exhibited the greatest dis-
gust at his presence. The disposition which was
thus manifested on his first return to the capital,
appeared ina still stronger manner shortly after.
The treaty he had made with the Franks, and the .
odious change proposed in the national religion,
operated with fall force upon their minds. The late
disastrous events contributed still further to rouse
their passions ; and when the Emperors and their
ministers saw no means of protection, but in- pay-
ing the crusaders still larger sums for their assist-’
ance, the rage of the people was no longer to bé
restrained, and the young Emperor fled to the camp
of his allies, with whom he continued to pass his
time, either in satisfying their rapacity, sharing in
their sports and feasts, or in humbling bimself to
endure patiently the liberties with which they ven-
tared to insult him. Snatching the jewelled crown
from his head, the Venetians covered him, in its
place, with the linen cap of their common sailorss
and unless he had been willing never to recover
bis diadem, he dared not resent the affront,
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CHAPTER VIIL

RUPTURE BETWEEN THE CRUSADERS AND THE EMPERORS, emer
TREACHERY OF THE GREEKS.—MOUBZOUFLE.—~—MUKDER OF
THE EMPERORS.~—SECOND CONQURST OF CONSTANTINOFLE.

A.D.1204. AT length the son of Isaac began to
w weary of the ignominious situation to which
bad reduced himself. He became less frequent

in his attendance at the camp, neglected to pay

court to the chiefs, and ventured to be remiss in
i ing the immense debts he had incurred by
his liberal gratitude for their support. The barons

immediately discovered this alteration in the dis-.

ition of the Emperor. They were by no means
insensible to their own merit in restoring him and
his father to the throne, and they loudly vented
their reproaches of his ingratitude. Every day
the discontent of the crusaders increased ; and the
Emperor, urged on by a few of his courtiers to
resist their demands, grew equally determined in
his opposition. While things were in this state,
deputies arrived in the camp from the Christians
of Palestine, giving an account of the miseries which
they had suffered, and imploring the speedy suc-
cour of their brethren.

This was an additional motive for the crusaders
to be urgent in coming to a conclusion respecting
the conduct of their imperial ally. A council of
the chiefs was accordingly called, and deputies

~
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were appointed to carry the decision of the assem-
bly to the palace of Blaguernes. The ambasadors
were six in number ; Conon of Bethune, the Ma-
reschal Villehardouin, and Milo of Provence, to-
gether with three Venetian councillors, chosen by
the Doge. Girding on their swords, the deputies
rode out of the camp, and proceeded to the city,
which they entered, while the populace were breath-
ing only vengeance against the whole army of the
Franks. They reached, however, the palace in
safety, and were conducted into the magnificent
hall, where the two Emperors, . and the young and
lovely consort of the aged Isaac, sat throned, and
surrounded by all the pomp and splendour of their
court. Conon of Bethune then addressed the
younger of the monarchs in these terms :—¢ We
come, gracious Sire, by the command of the Ba:
rons of the army, and of the Doge of Venice,
They desire to remind you of the service whichy
a8 is known to all the world, they have rendered
you, and to prevent any .cause of contention from
destroying the alliance which has existed between
them and the Emperor. They beg you, therefore,
to consider the treaty which both you and your
father have, without cause, neglected to fulfil.
They have already often desired you to perform
your duty in this respect ; and we again this once
give you the same counsel. If you receive this
warning, they will be content; but if you reject
it, know, that they will no longer recognise you,
either ds the Emperor, or as their friend. They
thus openly declare their sentiments and intentions,
for it is not the custom in our land to attack an
enemy before proclaiming war. You have now
heard what we had to say—do your will.”
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This address was heard by the monarche sed
their courtiers with astonishment and indignation.
Loud and threatening murmurs rose from every
one present ; but the haughty bearing of the depu-
ties acreened them from the pusillanimous Greeks ;
and they strode proudly out of the hall, mounted
their horses, and, dashing through the angry wiwl.
titudes which filled the streets, gainud the camp in
safety. :

Wyar was immediately commenced ; the Greeks
using all their endeavours to destroy the Venetisa
fleet ; the latter laying waste the eoast, and
buming whatever churches or other buildings
lay within their reach. But all at once, and in
the middle of the night, the camp was illuminated
by a flame that covered both sea and land. As
they looked towards the quarter where the fire
seemed most to rage, seventeen of the largest ves.
sels in the port were seen enveloped atthe same
moment in a strong and lurid light. Watching the
opportunity, the Emperors had dexterously fitled
some ships with Greek fire; a violent wind had
arisen frow the south to aid their design, by driw
ing them against the enemy; and the destruction
of every Venetian vessel in the harbour seemed in«
evitable. The walls of Constantinople and the
shore were, in the mean time, covered with peopls,
who loudly expressed their joy at the spectacle,
while the alarm-signal resounded through the camp,
snd the crusaders pressed tumultuously towards
the coast. But while they were uttering horrible
imprecations against the treacherous énemy, sand
the latter continued their cries of triumph, the
flaming vessels moved slowly from their position ;
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sad the Venetisn sailors were seen, with almost
miraculous courage, msming the decks, and ply-
ing their oars, till, having for some time grappled
with the fire-ships, they turned them afloat, steer~
od their fleet, burning as it was, out of port, and
rede safe fram the reach of the Greeks. By the
coutinned exertions of the mariners, the fire was
got wader, and only one ship, and that belonging
to the Pisans, wus lost. The people of Constan-
tinople set up a cry of terror, when they saw the
ﬂeetullmyunhamd,ndumedindoqnino
defend themselves, as they best might, against their
still pewerful adversaries.

. We must pass rapidly over the events which
followed this circumstance. The crusaders and

thhe trpacherous conduct of the Greeks ; and the
Empevers, terrified at the probable consequences of
.t temerity, thought ef mothing but how to ap-

the rage of their powerful adversaries. Ia
¢he midst of the distress and confwsion which

offers of their allies. This was the celebrated
Alexis Ducss, or Mowrzoufle, as he was com-
wmodly celled, in order to sigaify thb union of his
remarkably large and black eyebrows. To a fieree

#ad oourageous disposition, he added subtlety and
-amwbition.  The situation of the empire, the little

goverument, and the influence he enjoyed smong
- the people, as wall as at court, gave him ample
enceursgement to pursue the most ambitious de-
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[ ]
signs ; and the hour now seemed to have arrivedy
jn which he might eafely put them into execution.
‘While he artfully pretended to negotiate for Isasc:
with the crusaders, he took care to disseminate
through the city an account of all that bad passed
between them and the young Emperer. A vioe
lent commotion followed this measure ; and the
people, assembling tumultuously in the streets,
proclaimed their determination to be no lenger
governed by monarchs so incapable of defending
their subjeets. The few citizens, who were will«
ing to use caution on the occasion, in vain endea<
voured to moderate the tumult ; and, in the church
of Saint Sophia, the multitude invested a weak
and obscure youth, named Canabus,. with the im-
perial purple. The young Emperor being inform~
ed of this event, shut himself up in his palace,
and sent messengers to the Marquis of Montferrat,
‘imploring his immediate assistance. With a small
body of men, and in the middle of the night,
Boniface hastened to the relief of the distressed
prince; but Mourzoufle bad artfully warned Alexis
not to hold any further eommunication with the
Latine; and, too alarmed not to hearken to any
advice which had the appearance of reasan, the
Emperor refused to admit Boniface to his pre~
sence. In the meantime, the treacherous: Ducas
gave it out in all parts of the city, that the Latine
were in the palace, and preparing to assail them
in their houses. The Marquis of Montferrat nar-
rowly escaped the bands of the populace, who
rapidly assembled to interrupt his resreat; but
the unfortunate son of Isaac, terrified by the cla~
mours which he heard in the streets, allowed
Moenrzoufle to lead him from his spartment, .to
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conduet him, as he supposed, to a place of safety.
No sooner, however, had he left his retreat, when
he found that it was to be immured in a prison,
and treated with the severity of a criminal.

. Mourzoufle having effected thus much of his
scheme, hastened to acquaint the populace that he
bad secured them from the machinations of their
meonarch, by holding him captive till their will
might be known. The name of Alexis Ducas
was instantly repeated by a thousand voices, as
alone worthy of being united with the title of
Emperor. The sentiment was echoed by a thou-
sand other tongues ; and he was borne to the ca-
thedral, where, without any regard to the election
of Canabus, he was invested with the insignia of
royalty. From the church of Saint Sophia he re-
turned to the prison of his captive ; and, with his
own hands, strangled bim to death. The aged Isaac,
being informed of his son’s murder, died shortly af-
ter ; and the usurper thus became the sole possessor
of the title of Emperor. The Latin chiefs were for
some time kept ignorant of these events; and Mour-
zoufle hoped, by inviting them into the city, to
eut off at once the only enemies he dreaded. But
his treachery was discovered ; and the crusaders
immediately took arms to avenge the death of
their former ally. Vigilance and resolution were
pot wanting on the part of the usurper. He
put the city in a posture of defence; and, lx
his example, gave new spirit to the troops. A

nocturnal attempt, which was made by Henry
of Hainault to surprise the city, nearly proved
fatal to that nobleman and his followers, by the
boldness with which Mourzoufle rushed upon
them from his ambush. After a desperate con-

VoL. IL ) T
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flict, however, the Franks succeeded in driving
him back; and they were left masters of the
standard of the Virgin, in which the Greeks

great hopes of safety, and of the sword
and shield of the usurper, which he lost in his
flight.

Mourzoufle was too well acquainted with tbe.‘
temper of the Greeks, not to be aware:that be
conld with difficulty resist, for any length of
time, the attacks of the crusaders. Not trusting,
therefore, either to the courage of his soldiers or
to the strength of the fortifications, he offered to
enter into negotiation with his enemies ; and the
Doge of Venice persuaded the allied chiefs to re-
ceive his propositions. The preliminaries of peace
were discussed by Dandolo and Mourzoufle, the
one standing at the head of a galley rowed near
the shore, and the other sitting on his charger,
each being surrounded by large numbers of their
people.  After the debate had continued for some
tlme, the negotiation was broken off, by the usurp-
er’s refusing to admit any change in the national
religion ; thereby showing himself either more
conscientious than the legitimate sovereigns, or
more politic; for they had probably lost their
throne, from the unpopularity of such 3 mes-
sure.

The confidence which reigned thronghont the
ranks of the crusaders, though at first in some de-
gree diminished by the activity of Mourzoufle,
rose at length to such a height, that the chiefs
drew up a set of regulations, by which they were
to divide and govern the empire, as soon as it fell
into their hands. Preparations were then made
for a general assault; and, by the advice of the
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Venetians, it was agreed that it shonld commence
on the side next the sea. The line of vessels,
drawn up in order of battle, extended for half a
Jeague, and the walls were crowded with treops,
and multitades of the inhabitants anxiously waite
ing the commencement of the conflict. Mour-
zoufle himself was posted on the heights, and his
magnificent tent formed an object on which the
eyes both of Greeks and Franks were frequently
fixed. At length the battle began. The air was
darkened by the showers of missiles flung from
the machines of the besieged. The crusaders
rushed on, reckless of danger or death; and the
walls were assailed, at the same moment, by a
thousand spears, swords, and battle-axes, while
the Venetians continued to labour incessantly as
the heavy engines on board their vessels. But
the strength of the fortificatinns resisted every ef-
fort of bravery, and the Franks were obliged to
retire with considerable loss. The greatest joy
prevailed in the city, on the retreat of the besieg-
ers ; the people proceeded to the churches to offer
up thanksgivings for the victory, and seemed ta
believe that their foes were entirely overthrown.
The crusaders, in the mean time, held a council,
to deliberate on the best method of repairing the
Joss they had sustained. The most ardent of the
chiefs observed, that though they had been this
once defeated, they ought net to have the less con-
fidence in their valour, and in the justice of their
cpuse ;. that the Greeks were fighting on the part
of usurpation and parricide ; and that God would
certainly aseist those who contended against such
awrr?t people. These observations bad their
dus effect ; and after some little opposition, an-
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‘other assauit was decided upon;’ 'dhd to be made
in the same direction as' thé formei. * No précdd-
tion was omitted" which might sefve to protriotd
the success of the enterprise ; ‘snd'two days'Wete
‘spent irt repairing the ships which had suffereli®th
the last engagemhent. Every thing Being diranged
‘on the morning of the 12th of 'April, the crusadé
‘were in arms; and ready for battle. B
The Venetian fleet advanced against the ram-
‘parts, while the army prepared to second- théir
uttack on land. 'The ships, which were grappled
two and two together, were then formed ints &
line, and the combat soon ‘became general Frovh
‘the early part of the morning till nodn, the baitle
‘was continaed withont: any decisive success ‘on
either side. But at lerigth the wind suddénly blew
from the north, and drove’ two of the grappled
ships upon the shore. It was a singular circamt
stance, that the names of those vessels were thé
Pilgrim and the Paradise, and that they were com*
manded by the Bishops of 'Troy and Soissons.
"The moment that a landing was effected, the bant
‘ners of the cross were floating on one of the
towers ; the crusaders, animated with the sight, ins
stantly made for the part of the walls' where the pre-
Tates fought. Four towers and threé of the gates weve
#oon left without defenders. Mourzoufle' fled al
imost alone from the field, and the conquerors entered
the city without resistance:' the' earnage which
followed was unlimited by regard to either sex o¥
age; and before they sought for places wheré to
repose themselves, they set fire to that quarter of
the city of which they had ‘taken possession, again
threatenmg the inhabitants wnth the destrucuon of
their devoted capital
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As soon as the flight of Mourzoufle was made
losown in Constantinople, the people tarned, in the
midet of their agitation, to elect & new emperor.
Theodare Ducas and Theodore Lascaris were the
-two candidates for the dangerous honour ; and the
lot, ewing to the support he received from the
elergy, fell in favour of the latter. On receiving
this new dignity, the Emperor besought his sub-
Jecta to defend their country with vigour, assuring
them that they might speedily drive from the coasts
- set of men who fought neither for their religion,
country, possessions nor families, for all of which
the Greeks felt they were contending in this war.
“ If you are Romans,” said he, * victory is easy.
Twenty thousand barbarians have attempted to en-
elose you within your walls ; fortune delivers them
iato your power.” In the same manner he ad-
dreseed his guards ; but neither the soldiers ror the
people replied to bis enthusiasm, and when the
signal was given for battle, he found himself with-
out sabjects, without guards, and deprived of all
means of defence but a rapid flight. While these
events were taking place, the conflagration of the
city eontinued to rage with the most frightful wio-
lence, and more houses were burnt, it is said, than -
weve contsined in the three best cities of France.*
Not content with this, or with the pillage of the
houses and public buildings inte which they could
hastily peretrate, the crusadersshowed au equal con-
temps for- the sacred objeets of religions worship.
“ Ales! " eays an eye-witness of these events,
“ How did they stamp under their feet the images
of the saints! How did' they threw the relics of

* Villebardeuin.
T2
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amartyrs into vile and fiithy places! A thing ‘was
-then to be seen which it is horrible to hear—the
precious body and blood of Christ was ponred out
and cast upon the ground.” The receptacles of
the sacred things were broken open, and the orma-
ments stolen ; while the vessels which were conme-
-crated to the service of the chureh, wers used for
the-common purposes of eating ang drinking. * Ve-
-rily,” says the venerable chrenicler, < Jesus Christ
was unclothed and mocked by this cursed natien,
a8 he was anciently, and they cass lots upon his
garment ; only they pierced not his side with a
.lance, to make streams of blood flow’ frem it.”
The great church of Saint Sophia was the glory
-of the Greeks for its sanctity, the magnificence of
the building, and the wealth which it eontained in
plate, jewels, and the ornaments of the altars. To
-this splendid temple of wership' the conguerors
-hastened unsatiated with the spoilthey bad already
secured. The chief altar of the chureh was fermed
of a variety of precious stones, which,. when united,
had the brilliancy of fire. This beautifal monu-
-ment of antiquity was immediately destroyed by
- the soldiers, who divided its fragments among
thiemselves. The gold and silver vessels, and the
orsaments with which different parts of the buwild-
- ing was richly covered, were seized in the same
manner ; and the admirable mosaic pavement,
- which, it is said, irritated the barbarians by its ex-
. quisitely polished and slippery surface, was defiled
by their mules and other beasts:which they order-
- ed to be brought in for that purpose, and some of
which they killed, that their blood might spread
and clot over the sacred floor. Not satisfied with
this, they placed a wretched and abandoned pros-
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titite on the throme of the patriarch, addressing
ber with songs, and advancing before her to mani-
fest their contempt of the place.t- .

While the haly asylums of religion were thus
despoiled of their riches, the people, drivea from
their homes, and dreading either death, or evils
worse than death, were traversing the streets, ut-
tering the wildest lamentations. Never was &
spectacle of more buman misery witnessed. *“ O
eternal God, ” exclaims Nicetas, calliog to recol-
lection theé sight of his countrymen’ thes flying
before their pursuers, * What misery ! what po-
werty ! Why, and bow is it, shat these "evils were
not predicted by some overflowing of the sea, some
.eclipse of the san, some bloody apparition of the
moon, or some comet? : Verily have we seen the
-abomination of desolation in the holy place!” Tt
‘muss not be forgottem either, that the ruthless: bar-
barity with which the Franks thus destroyed what-
ever was venerable in the eyes of the vanquished
“people, extended to the destruction of all: the noble
monuinents of antiquity with which: the eapital of
the Greek empire abounded. Seversl statues, ce-
Jebrated for their exgmisite beauty, the work of
Phidias and Praxiteles, were battered to pieces,
while bthers, of bronze, were sfterwards melted
"down, and converted into monsys But besides
treasures of this kind, Conitantinople contained
others of a different species, and of which the
crusaders were better able te appreciate the value.
The wax relics hoarded up by the' clergy of the
capital, were not only mere numerous than what
were to be found in any other city-of Christendom,

Nicetas,
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bwt were also of the moet valuable description.
‘The bones ot Saint John the Baptist, a piece of the
trne cross, an arm of Saint James, and se om,
were the reputed possession of one church; and
others, it appears, were equally rich in the same
venerable articles. No corner was left unsearched
in. which it was suspected any relics might be de-
posited, and very few, it may be reasonsbly con-
cluded, escaped the devout vigilance of the active
congquerors, -

The spoil of every kind which was thus collect-
od, is said to have been the richest that ever fell
into the hands of a victorious host. Immense
stores of all the most valuable articles of Eastern
merchandise,—silks, gems, and spices,—as well as
the booty derived from the churches and public
buildinges, composed the splendid prize, which, by
the order of the chiefs, was deposited in three of
the charches, till it should be divided justly among
the forces. - The severest -punishment ‘was : de-
nounced against every one who might be guilty of
abreach of the regulations ; and a knight, who had
concealed something . from the knowledge of the
barons, was hung in his armour, by the command
of the Count of Saint Paul.

Swuccess had thus attended the arms of - the La-
tins beyoud their most flattering hopes; and if
the wesith of which they had become masters
may be estimated as greater than what had fallen
to the lot of previous conquerors, the misery which
they had inflicted will come up to the same pro-
portion. The historian Nicetas, who has left
such a melancholy lament over the fallen -empire,
has also detailed, in the same volume, the per-
sonal afflictions of himeelf and his family. He
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was one of ‘the -séshtors under the I'mpeﬁll goﬂ
vernment, and, in the ddys of his prosperity, in
habited a superb palace, which was reduced 08
ashes in one of the conflagritions ‘of the city ‘He
then removed his family to a smalk hotse near ‘the
chunch of St Bophin, where he resided when thé
capital was taken. When the crusadérs were purc
saing the worlt of spoliation through every ‘qubrtet
of the eity, a pmy appeared in the neighbodrkoed
of the senator’s retreat, and b dreaded’ svery i
dtant o see his wife and childien in the: amis ‘of
the brutal ‘eoldiers. In this: distreds, ‘howevér, 'a
¥enetisn ‘merchant, whom he had saved, when in
power, from the Greeks, presented hiinself &t hié
heuse, aud promised to protect hior.  For 'along
time he succeeded 'in keeping the'barbarians from
eritering ; and he'had hopes ‘that, by his weirhlg
the habit of & crusader; and constantly affi
that the house was his pnze, he should suc¢ceed
in his purpose. But seeing, at last, that he could
2o longer defend the objects of his anxiety by
these artifices, he warned Nicetas of tlie danger in
which he stood, - and led forth the senstor and his
femily into the public way.. Walking before them
with his sword in his band, the seldiers, -whom
they continually met, believed they were his pri-
soners, and suffered them to pass unmolested.
One young girl only was in danger of being lost
from the party, owing 10 her beauty, baving at-
tracted the attention of a crusader; but she was
saved by the courage or eloquence of Nicetas, and
they reached the extremity of the city in safety,
when they bade adieu for ever to their protector
and their native home.

But thongh the fugitives had thus succeeded in
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eacaping the danger of being taken by the enemy,
they had still hardships to enoountery which they
were ill prepared to meet. Nicetas had been
Joined, before he left the city, by several friends
and relations ; and a number of children, carried
in the arms of their anxious mothers, were part-
pers of their want and fatigne. To increase the
distress of the party, unprovided with the com-
mon necessaries of life, it was the depth of win-
ter when they had to undertake this melancholy
Journey ;. and.they travelled for forty miles on foos,
Iaden with baggage, and' exposed to a thousand
insults from the pessantry, before they reached a
place of safety. The- Patriarch, whom they pase-
ed ou the road, was fleeing from the enemy in an
equally pitisble condition. He was riding on an
a8 ; his apparel -was scarcely sufficient to cover
him; and his attendants accompanied him in his
exile. .
- The wretched condition to which those were
reduced of whom we have these memorials, was,
there is no doubt, shared by hundseds besides
themselves ; fow of them, perhaps, having the-good
fortane to end their days so tranquilly as the his-
torian, . C
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CHAPTER IX.

PAAYITION OF THRE EKASTERN EMPIRE.~—REIGNS OF BALDWIN
« AND HENRY. .

TugE first turbulent exultations which bad follow-
od the taking of the city being sabeided, the chiefe
of the crusaders determined to proceed with the:
division of the booty. It was at the conclusion
of Lent that they began this important business ;
and for the time it lasted, it fully engaged the at-
tention.of the army. According to an agreement
which bad been previously made, the fourth
of the spoil was set apart for whoever shounld be
elected 1o the imperial throne. The other three
?m were to- be equally divided between the
rench and Venetians. In a secondary division
which took place, in order that each crusader
might receive his share of the wealth which he
bad contributed to gain, a sergeant received a por-
tion of double the value of a foot-soldier, and a
knight one of twice the value of a sergeant. The
barons and higher officers in the army were re.
warded with shares proportioned to their »ank ;
and every one, by this equitable arrangement, bad
such a portion of the booty as his situation and
services entitled him to expect. The whole value



239 HISTORY. OF CHIVALRY,

of the spoil thus divided amounted to about eleven
hundred thousand marks of silver, which is, how-
ever, supposed not to have been half the real
value of the property which fell into the bands of
the crusaders, much of it having been wasted, and
a large part being concealed by such of the war-
riors as were not to be daunted by the threats of
the chiefs. When the several divisions of the
army had received their respective shares, the
French finally settled with the Venetians for their
grant of the vessels and stores which they had
originally engaged of the republic. Fifty thou-
sand marks were deducted from the sum due to
the French for this purpose ; and the portion which
yemained to them after this dednction, was foux
hwndred thousand marks, estimated by Gibbon at
sbout eight hundred thousand pounds Sterling.

. These transections heing concluded, the, attene
tion of the crusaders whs next called 1o a businese
of equal interest and importance. The Emperox
gtill preserved.the sbadow of yoyalty among the
miseyable . Greeks: and with their, copguess. the
Latiys became ut once the updisputed masters of
the nation, . Their gontempt for the peaple. whom
they. had subdued was too great to.let them think
for a moment of, giving thew a successor o, theix
wative princes ;. gnd, even had they, been willing o
show g0 much generosity, shey wonld, have found
it difficylt to fix on.any of the olscure descend-
s of the royal races worthy, or.capable of reigar
ing. But no considerasion of this kingd weighed
with the Ewoppan chiefs. Thbey understaod. ng-
thing bus the rules.bf war, and the righta of chn=
gueet ; and. they had but ane plan to pureve, whe+
ther it.wae a_city ar sn empite which they.rvon-
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Yuernsd: To choose, therefore, from among them:
sdlves, b successor to the Casars, was the imme-
diste object of coweern ; and twelve electors were
appointed, with whom the decision was to rest.
Of these, six were Fremch, all churchmen, the
bishops of Soissons, Hulberstadt, Troyes, Bethle-
hem ;.the Archbishop of Acre, or Ptolemais, and
the Abbot of Lotes. The other six were Vene-
tians,. the noblest in the army. These representa-
tives of the twe nations, one of which was to give
& westetn prince to the Grecian empire assembled
in the paldoe of Bucoleon ; and having each sworn
to be guided in their choice solely by the merits
Wnd 'virtne of the candidates, they proceeded to
the election. - .

o ‘Among the many distinguished noblemen who
bad. takeli part in thig corquest, there were three
only on whota the decision of the assembly could
fobg remsin doubtful. Thiese were the venerablé
egy of Venice, the Marquis of- Montferrat, and
Betdwin, Court of Flanders. The aged Dandold
tiad himsblf : given birth to the enterprise which
sevnitnated so glorioudly ; he bad, through along
iife, -given proofs of the highest wisdom, and the
fentest - capacity for govertiment. In the pre-
seirt war; he: bid -evinced ‘a courage equal to his
widdoin; and liad more thian-once been the first to
ehargtiihe. enemy. Thesé circumstances render
bd him as honourable: in ‘the eyes of the warriors
who sdcompanied him, as he wad dear 1o his citi-
sooe for his moderatiort atid prudence. At first)
thirdfore; the: opinion of the eledtors seemed det
cided, thix 4he Doge of Venice should he raised
46:ths Imperial throne. ' But -the qualities which
bad made him the fashet of -his -people, and rent

VOL. I v
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dered him worthy of the noblest honours, were of
too great & value in the eyes of the Venetiane to
be sbared between themselves and the abject and
alavish Greeks. While no oppositien, therefore,
was made to the choice of the Doge by the other
electors, the republicans themselves decided against
him, observing, with every expression of regard
and veneration for their prince, that Heary Dane«
dolo could not be at the same time the head of &
republic, and Emperor of the East. .

The prize, therefore, now lay between the
Marquis of Montferrat and the Count of Flanders.
The character of the former was dignified and

pular; the Greeks themselves were desirous of
ﬁ:ving him for their monarch; and the part hé
bad taken in the present expedition, bad rendered
him a favourite with the army. But the Vene:
tians were opposed to his election, from motivea
which it is not easy exactly to determine. The
neighbourhood of his poesessions, however, to the
republic, is generally supposed to have principal-
ly influenced these jealous citizens; -and when it
was remembered by the electors, that against the
Count of Flanders no objectien of this kind exe
iated, that he was a descendant from the most
antient monarchs of France, that his territories
gave him command over the best soldiers in Eus
rope, and that he was young, brave and virtuous,
their votes were speedily given in his favour, and
Baldwin was unanimously nominated to the vae
cant dignity. It was midnight before the assema~
bly had come to this conclusion of their debates
but as soon as the choice was decided, the Bishop
of Soissons, and the other electors, went 1o the
vestibule of the chapel, where the candidates and



AND THE CRUSADES.’ 933

mmary other noblemen were waiting to receive their
determination. With a loud voite the prelate said,
« Noble Lords, we have, throigh the grace of
God, made choice of our Emperor ; and youn have
severally sworn to recognise and obey him as Ems
perer, on whom our choice should fall. We now,
therefore, in this solemn hoar in which Christ was
born, proclaim your Emperor. It is the Count
Baldwin of Flanders and Hainault. ”

The decision of the electors was received with
great applause, and the assembled knights and ba-
rons immediately elevated the new Ciesar on &
buckler, and carried him in triumph to the cathes
dral, the gemerous Marquis of Montferrat being
among the first to render the honours of an Empe-
vor to his successful rival. In the church of St
Sophia, Baldwin was invested with the purple bus-
kins, the emblem of royalty ; and the Greeks, as
well as Latins, loudly expressed their satisfaction
at the accession of the chief to their ancient mo«
narchy. :

The most prudent measures had been taken by
the barons, before proceeding to the election, to
prevent any evil consequences from the rivalry or
disappointment of the candidates. The portions
of the conquered territory, which were to belong
te the several chiefs, were clearly defined ; and, by
the regulations agreed to, the Emperor was to pos-
soss a fourth part of the whole monarchy, with all
the rights which appertained to his dignity. The
remuinder was to be shared between Venice and
the French barons ; but, with the exception of the
Doge, every possessor of any part of the territory
was t0 be regarded as the feudatory of the Empe-
101 As the coronation of Beldwin was deferred
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for shree waaks, the intervening period. whe qeem
pied with the distribution of Jands and howpurs 4p
the different clpimants., The..Marqnis of Mont-
ferrat, .who mgrried the widow of the Empezor
lsanc, raceived the Island of Candia, and the couns
ty beyond the Bosphorus, which.be changed for
the province of Thesealoniea, and sald Candia to
she Venetiaps for thirty pounds weight of geld,
Villehardouin 'was hongured with the title of -Mee
vechal of Romanias end the sameml-digpities of
the empire wete distributed amang she mosk mexi-
soriouy chevaliers. . The Doge was made despat,
or Prince of. Romania ; and, 8s the representative
of Veniee at Constantinople, he bad the posaca
sion and command of half that capitel, . .

: The.caronation of Baldwin was celehmted with
gregt pomp it the church of Saint Sopbia. * The
Lounnt of Saint Paul, as marechal, ‘carried ;bpfons
bim the imperial sword ; and the sceptre was botme
by .the Marquis. of Montferrat,. s chamberlain.
Amid the imposing and solemn worship. of the
<hurch, the new Emperor, clad in robes that were
sesplendent with gold and precious stones, wis
placed by the bishops on the throne, and crowned
by the Legate of the Pope. Boniface and the Couns
of Blois then rendered him homage. A crowd of
knights gnd nobles, conspicuous for the splendour
of their habits, immediately gathered ravad the
monarch ; and the long aisles of the cathedral ver
aounded with the loud responses of the multitude
to the words of the clergy :—* He is worthy to
«eign.|—He is worthy te reign!” :

- Ag soon a3 the ceremony was concluded, . Bald-
win was conducted to the palace of Bucoleon. The
streots, coyered with rich carpeta snd drapery, were
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‘ified with people, all expressing their delight at
the accession of the Emperor; and, for several
days, nothing was to be seen in the city, but si
of merriment and content. Several Christians
from the Holy Land arrived at Constantinople, in
order to be present on this occasion. The events
which had occurred seemed to promise an import-
ant change in the affairs of Palestine ; and while
the ambitious barons and their followers were
oocupied with dreams of ambition, the sincere
<hampions of the sepulchre only saw, in the cir-
camstances which bad taken place, the hand of
Providence stretched out to effect their delivery
from the infidel.

Shortly after the coronation of the Emperor, the
crusaders proceeded to make choice of a patriarch.
It was ouve of the articles of the agreement which
bad been entered into by the French and Vene-
tians, that from whichever party the monarch was
elected, the choice of the patriarch should be left
to the other. The Venetians, therefore, having
‘the right of election, chose Thomas Morosini, an
ecclesiastic of great reputation ; and his elevation,
thougb at first opposed by the Pope, as an infringe-
ment of the pontifical authority, at last obtained
bis sanction.  All the benefices and riches of the
Greek ' church were forthwith distributed among
the French and Venetian clergy. The Romish
formulary was thus established in every part of the
country, and the natives, exhibiting an instance of
complete subjection, rarely witnessed even in a
conquered nation, as tamely submitted to this
change in religion as to the alteration in the line
of their emperors.

But though the cauntion and prudent measurer

U2
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-of 'thé principal persons: engiged in-the $ettlamiate
of the empire had prevented 'any. interruption o
.their designs, there were difficulties to mees which
it required yet greater caution to overcome. Three
-of the pretenders ta the throne of -Constantinopie
«were still in existence ; and theugh exiles, and.with-
-out wealth or forces, they were regarded’ in the
‘provinces with far less dislike than the Latin chisfa.
-But before the crusaders experienced any diflicuity
from shese fugitives, they .were assailed with the
smenaces of a far more dangerons and powerful ard-
versary. Innoeent III. had, it will be rememaben-
ed, opposed from the first the proecedings -iaw
which the Venetians had led the soldiers of the
«toss. The brilliant success which attended their
-arms produced little alteration in the mind of- the
‘Pontiff, and at the conclasion of their-

4hey had reason to dread -tbat the power of she
«church would -be employed againet themr to its full
extent. In the present etate of things, this was-so
‘be avoided as the most dangerous circumstanes
which could occur, and Baldwin, the Marquis of
.Montfeirat, and even the Doge himeelf, saw’ the
-wecessity of seeking to avers the evils by a timely
‘submission. In addressing the Pontiff; they all
.united in professing their most profound devation
‘to his will ; declared that their chief cause of tri-
-umph in the conquest of Constantinoplé, was that
they were now in a better condition to execute his
‘commands ; reminded him that they had.submitted
the’ Eastern church to his spostelical authority ; and
offered, whesiever he chose, to.employ-théir acquisis.
ions in: the recovery of -Jerusalem. - By urging
these, and other topics, of a similar nature ort -his
attention, ‘they hoped te remeve the bah awhich
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o thadl iflicted on *them for their disobedience ;
-Bag ab first she answers which be sent to their pe-
titions: wene only filled with severe rebukes. He
wepraached them with baving not merely rensted
his gacred suthority, bus violated, in their victories,
every principle of humanity. The debaucheriey
of the soldiers at the taking of the city, the horrible
enonmities they committed against the wretched in-
habitants, and their sacrilegions.destruction of altary,
were all bronght to-recollection in the letter of In~
aocent. He. ascribed the victory they bad gained to
the providence of God, which, notwithstanding their
sins, hadmade them instruments to fulfil his purposes;
and he left them s hope. that, if they continued
Saithful- to their promises of repentance, proved
shemselves obedient to the church, and ready to
perform -their duty in respect to the Holy Land,
they might humbly hope to obtain the pardon of
their former offences, and reconciliation with theiy
epizitual father. This encouragement was follow-
ed-by.still plaiaer indications of his readiness to re~
ceive thiém into favour. . The absolution which
she importunities of the Venetians had obtained
from the Cardinal of Cepuwa, was ratified by the
Pope ; the Doge obtained his full pardon ; Bald-
win.was canfirmed iu his right to the t.hrone, bav-
ing ‘declared himself the chevalier of the Holy
See ; and the reconciled Ponsiff sent letters to the
different princes of Europe, desiring them to lend
theirs assistance to the Emperor, and offering to
those who should willingly take arms in defence
of his dominions, the mdulgenm promised ong;-
ully to the erusaders.
Bvery thing thus seemed to ageure to the con-
m the ;parmenent enjoyment of their new
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possessions ; and the faithfal ‘were daily Yooking
forward to measures being taken for the assistance
of the Cbristians of Palestine. But the
rity of the empire was of short duration; and the
change in the trinmphant prospects of the con-
querors, was introduced by a misfortune which
only affected the private feelings of Baldwin. The
wife of this distinguished man was Margaret of
‘Flanders, a woman who, still in the bloom of
youth, was as celebrated for her virtues as her
beauty. On setting out for the Holy Land, the
Count had found it necessary to leave her behind
bim ; but, too impatient of his absence to await
his return, she embarked in a vessel bound for
Prolemais, with the intention of following him to
whatever part of Syria he might be in. On ar-
riving, however, at the above city, ‘worn with fa.
tigne and anxiety, she learnt that her husband had
never proceeded farther than Constantinople, and
that he had been raised to the throne of the em-
pire. But the intelligence came too late for the
unfortunate Margaret to participate in his glory.
She died shertly after the information was broughs
her, and her remains were conveyed to Constanti~
nople, where the afflicted Baldwin received them
with the last honours which belong to royalty.
This event, which cast a sudden gloom over the
fortunes of the Emperor, was followed by another,
which produced worse evils to the state. The
Marquis of Montferrat, having received the terri-
tory of Thessalonica in lieu of that originally grant.
ed him, together with the title of King, left Con-
stantinople to take possession of his dominions,
Baldwin, who was imaking the tour of the pro-
vinoes at the same time, proposed to enter the ter-
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1YLy of: thie Marqui€ with his numereus follow.
ers. . Boniface resisted this intentiop, as dangerous
to hig.independence; ‘while the Emperor, as ob+
stinate in asserting his right to proceed, proclaims
ed his detesmination.to’ fellow the line of march
he had marked sut.. Both, sherefore, flew to arms,
anid thei counwy was threatened . with a civil warg
bnt the Dége of Venice; .the Marechal of Chams
pagne, . 'and the ather peers of the empire, by ap-
%ulilig fipst to thé. prudence and moderation of

oniface, and then to the generosity of Baldwiny
sucgeeded ‘at ferigth in subduing their resentment ;
snd they embsaced each other, with many protes-
sations of reneweéd amity. - '

It would have-been happy for the empire, if the
chiefs conld have now entered upon the peaceable
poadession,of the provinces. But Mourzoufle and
the- elder Alexié had to ‘be subdued, before this
gould bo effected with securitys These deposed
ngurpers, hawever, by their hatred of each other,
and their dissimulation, rendered themselves easy
victims to their enemies. Mourzoufle, having
entered ingo alliance with the brother of Isaac, was,
while bathing, suddenly assailed by his supposed
friend ; his eyes were torn .out, and he was sent
to wauder, alone and helpless, through the coun-
4ry.. It was not long that he could escape, in this
condition, the watchfulness of his pursuers. He
was accordingly taken ; and being carried to Con-
stantinople, was.flung headlong from a lofty co-
lomn, and dasbed t6 pieces on the earth. Alexis
himeelf, after wandering about for some time in
the moft miserable condition, was taken prisoner
by Boniface ; but having escaped his keepers, he
fled joto Asia, and, after suffering various evils,
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died, despised and forgotten, in a monastery. ~The+
odore Lascaris, who sppears to have been more
worthy of respect than the other fugitives, had
fled to Anatolia, when the base and trembling
Greeks refused to follow him to the field. Suce
cess had attended him, as he marched at the head
of a small band of warriors, whom he had the
good fortune to assemble, and he founded an empire,
of which Nice was the capital, and which. counld
‘hoast of embracing the cities of Smyrna, Ephesus,
and Philadelphia.

". But a worse enemy than any of the former pre.
tenders to the throne, was preparing to assail the
Latins, and with better .means for carrying on.a
war.” The Bulgarians had, some time before the
restoration of Isaac and his son, thrown off their
allegiance to the empire ; and Joanice, or Calo«
John, as he is variously called, having professed
his obedience to the See of Rome, obtained the
«confirmation of his authority, and the title of King.
The son of Isaac, when he accompanied the csu-
saders into the provinces, threatened Jeavice with
an attack, but in thé end left him to pureue his
schemes of ambition undistarbed. When the Em-
“peror Baldwin ascended the throng, the ambassa-
dors of the Bulgarian King were among the first
to offer. him friendship and alliance; but they
were repulsed by the haughty demeanour of the
new monarch, who required the humble submis-
sion of their master as his vassal. The bold and
subtile barbarian dissembled his rage at this af-
front, and patiently waited for an opportunity te
take revenge on the hated Latins. This was not

long wanted. The bad government of the differ .

ent chiefs who had obtained parts of the empire ;
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the dissensions which existed among them, pre-
venting their co-operation in any useful design;
the weakness of the Emperor, who could not mus-
ter above twenty thousand men to defend the vast
extent of his territory, surrounded on every side
by active enemies, were all destructive of the
means required for the establishment of the Latin
power in the East. We may add to these consi-
derations, that the feudal system was, under the
perticular circumstances of the empire, ill calculated
to promote the objects of Baldwin or his associates,
The principal reason of this, it may be reasonably
conjectured, was the conditions under which the
present monarchy was established. The feudal
system, though favourable in reality to the freedom
of the nobility, contained many outward signs of
despotism. When a' king or a chieftain, whose
superiority had been previously acknowledged,
conquered a country, the whole warriors who ac-
companied him, would not unwillingly continue to

him as their leader, or refuse to receive their

@8 his tenants. The homage and other feu-
dal services which they rendered him in token of
vassalage, they had been prepared to give by the
nature of their previous service ; ‘and though they
would have haughtily repelled any infringement of
their liberty in other respects, they were content
to be ready at the warlike summons of a ruler
whom they had before obeyed as a chief. But it
will be at once seen, that in the case of Baldwin,
the circumstances were very different frorn what they
were in the old feudal monarchies. The princes
who founded them weie preeminently superior in
rank to their followers, and the power or wealth they
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already possessed, entitled them, beyontd queitiarh
to the kingdoms they had conguered. . Baldwin, en
the contrary, was only one nobleman among wany;
and a chief who, though great and valorous, wea
gccompanied by chiefs whose greagness and. vals
qur were not at all inferior. His appointment 4a
the throne was by election,—a mode of settling a
govérnment which might suit either a republie, or
a state composed of warriors always seeking for
war, but one altogether opposed to the natare smd
principles of feudalism. The acknowledgement
which the holders of fiefs made of the sovereign
authority, was as entire and decided as if he had
been in all respects an absolute mensrch ;.it wes
an assemblage of ritey, which could hardly, with
consistency, be performed, except. when the lieges
Jord possessed an authority which was of vass.ex,
tent, and rendered venerable by sntiquity. Ne-
thing, therefore, could be less likely, than that.a,fen-
dal government would prosper, when the head owed
his superiority solely to the will of his compeers ;
or that he could be lang pecure of the obedienes
of .vassals, who, in reality, felt themselves his
equals. From this and similar canses, the etpire
of the Latins in Constautinople. was néver &crly
settled, and the reign of Baldwin was, eatly dies
turbed by the evils to which hjs situstion was-shus
exposed. Had it not been,, however, . for. an.ene+
my more to he dreaded, than these interndl cesdes
of weakness, the Lating might, probably. have wittd-
ed off for sometime the worst, of their demiesie
troubles, and supported their authotity in the Fant,
till time had given additional power to the reigme
ing dynasty. Dl

A.D. 1205. To the coursge and resentment,
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therefore; of Calo-John;, may be ascribéd ‘the fatal'
shoek which the empire received in the first era!
of ite establishment. That hardy chiefiain, plan-'
ning his measures with the most politic skill, watch-
ed every motion of the Latin chiefs, and took im~
mediate advantage of the discontents which were
prevalent in the provinces. The expedition of
Henry of Hainault, the Emperor’s brother, into the
eountry beyond the Bosphorus, was the signal for
the Greeks to run to arms. He ‘carried with him
e large part of the forces, on the constant union
of which the safety of the state depended. The in-
surrection of the natives began at Demotica and Ad-
tianople, of which the garrisons were expelled after
theirnumbers had been frightfully thinned by slaugh<
tér; and theprincipal part, Thrace, was almost ins
staatly overrun by the Bulgarians and the Comans, 4
barbareus horde of Tartars, with whom Joanice had
formed. an alliance. The news of this insurrec.
tien was received at Constantinople with fearful
fobebodkings of its consequences ; and Baldwin sent
messengers to. his. brother to hasten back to the
defence of the empire, instead of employing hik
fexces in the putsuit of new acquisitions. In the
‘mesntime, he assembled the little army which form-
bd the sole suppert of his throne, and  whick,
when united to that.of the Venetians, amounted
only 10 sbowt #ixteen thousand. men. Prudence
dictatod the necedsity of awaiting the return of
‘Henry, .before any attempt was made to subdus
she insurgents and their allies; but the impatienice
of the Emperor, and the bravery of the knights,
sejected all cautious:measures; and Baldwin, follow-
od by the Doge, set out for Adrlanople

- The. situation of .the provinces was deplorable.

VoL. II. x
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Surrounded on all sides by enemiés, the garrivons
of the different towns and villages were unable te
gain any information of each other’s fate, or te
concert measures of mutual defence. 'When Bald-
win arrived at Adrianople, he was joined by num-
bers of the French or Venetians, who hed with
difficulty escaped the sword of the Greeks or Bul-
garians ; but the want of provisions was sore felt
in the camp; and the troops had to ravage the neigh-
bouring territory for the common means of sup~
port. Scarcely were they disposed about the walls
of the city, when the Tartars appeared in sight,
and began their desultory attacks.  An order was
issued, that, on a signal being given, the knights and
thieir followers should mount, and be in readiness
for charging the enemy ; but that no one should
pass the intrenchments till a further signal ‘was
given for & general onset. The reason for this
caution, was the mode of fighting employed by the
Tartars, and who, it was suspected, had reecived
directions from Joanice to affect a flight, in -order
to draw the Latins from their camp into the open
field. Notwithstanding the orders which had been
issued by the chiefs, the policy of the Barbarians
was successful. At almost the first appearance of
the enemy, the Count of Blois, who commanded
the main body of the troops, rushed from the ins
trenchments, and, after a short conflict, the Comans
turned their horses and fled. Heated by success,
the Franks pursued them at the full speed of their
chargers. For two leagues the flight and pursuit
were kept up with equal velocity ; when the Tar
tars suddenly wheeled round, and encountered the
Franks as they came up, overpowered and breath-
less with fatigue. The attack was supported” by
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the knights with a bravery far superior to their
prudence, or present power of defence ; but, while
they were boldly defending themselves against the .
Comans, Joanice joined the latter with his forces,
and the Latins, surrounded and assailed by the su-
perior numbers of the enemy, strewed the ground -
with their corpses. The Count of Blois, to whose
fatad valour the catastrophs was owing, continued
to fight, thougb covered with wounds, and sinking
from loss of blood. When one of his followers
besought him to leave the field, he answered him,
by praying to God that he might never be known
to flee in battle; and he, and the knight who bad
followed him into the midst of the fray, were a
few minutes after both slain. Baldwin, in the
meantime, had brought up his troops to the en-
eounter, and fought in a manner befitting an em-
peror and the character he had formerly gained ;
but after o useless conflict, which he continued to
support when left alone on the field, he was taken
prisouer, Joaded with irons, and carried into cap-
sivity, from which he was doomed never to return.
- Calo-John, with more wisdom than chiefs of great-
er renown have at all times shown, lost no time in
following up the success he had thus obtained over
his haughty foe. By the skill of the Marechal of
Champagne and Romania, however, the retreat of
the discomfited and .diminished army was protected
against his attacks. The siege of Adrianople was
saised ; and, after & hasty march, during every
moment of which they were in danger of destruc-
tion, the Franks reached Rodosto, where they
met the brother of Baldwin retarned from his ex-
pedition into the Asiatic provinces. The chiefs
then beld a council to deliberate on the melancholv
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condition of their affaire, and Henry was appéint+:

ed Regent; and most of the chevaliers expressed
themselves eager to return against the enemy, and
attempt the delivery of Baldwin. But their ea-
thusiasm was not general. A great anmber of the
knights bade adieu to Constantinople; and retarned
% their awn conutries ; while the Greeks became
every day more inclined to revolt, and Joanice pur-
mmed his career without any effeotual opposition.
At last the Latins bethought themeelves of solicit~
ing the aid of other Eurepean nobles and princess
and the Pope himself added his exhortations te
their requests, and summoned them to the aid of
sheir distressed brethren. He wrote, moreover, to
doanice, desiring bim, on the strength of his long
professed : obedience to the Holy See, to restere
Baldwin to liberty. In neither the one instance
por the other, bowever, was he successful in his
applications.. The princes of  Europe. were un-
moved by either enthusiasm or. ambition to under-
take an expedition ta Constantinople; and. the
Bulgarian ehiefs returned for answer, that the Emv
peror bad died in prison. Several romansic ae-
counts are given of the circumstances which at~
tended the unfortunate Baldwin's captivity ; such
‘a9, his having received an offer of freedom from the
Queen of Bulgaria, who was enamoured of his
person, but whose addresses he virtuously reject~
ed. They are, however, usnally treated as fables s
snd the only fact which appears to he. well ascer-
tained, is his death while in the power of Joanice.

- A.D. 1206. When this circumstance was certain»
dy known in Constantinople, Henry of Hainault was
groclaimed suecessor to the throne. He obtained
the Imperial power when it was .reduced-to itm
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lowest degree, and it appeared impossible that it
should be much longer preserved to the Latins.
Henry was left withont any of the distinguished
men who had founded the empire, to support him
§n his elevation. The venerable Doge of Venics,
to whom it was owing that the Franks ever gave
Jaws to the Greek empire, died about this time.
The Marquis of Montferrat, who, after a slight
dispute with Henry, had given him his daunghter
in marriage, was soon after killed in a battle with
the Bulgarians, and his head carried as a trophy
of victory to their chief. The excellent Villehar-
douin also, it is observed by Gibbon, ceases to
pursue his history with the events of -this period,
and “ his voice seems to drop, or to expire.”
Four of the first men, therefore, among the Franks,
and those whose rank and capacity were alone suf-
ficient to keep the rest together, were thus lost at
almost the same time. Baldwin, Dandolo, Boni-
face of Montferrat, and the Marechal of Cham-
pagne, are conspicuous throughout the history of
this period, as the only characters worthy of at-
tention. They were bold and politic ; in many
instances they exhibited the talents of able gene-
rals; and when the mass of their followers were
inclined to the most pernicions violence, they em-
ployed all their power and authority to diminish
the evil they had produced. The genercus pa-
triotism of Boniface was more than once mani~
fested in his conduct towards his successful rival.
. The Emperor was ready, on all occasions, to defend
his followers at the risk of his own life, and is de-
scribed by his cotemporaries as not being more
courageous than he was kind-hearted and virtuous.
Villehardouin appears to have united, in his person,
x 2



250 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

more’ valodr and prudence, together with great
descriptive powers, than could be found combined
in any other man among the crusaders, excepting
the Doge. That celebrated republican was worthy
of the respect which the powerful state over which
be presided rendered him ; and in saying this,. we
give him the praise which beet indicate his virtues
and talents, Henry Dandolo had the chivalrous
heroism of the monarchs of bis age, and the noblg
port of a sovereign, with the moderation, the cool,
cantions wisdom, and the sternness of prmciph
and manners, which belong to a repablican.

The brother of Baldwin, when he mounted the
throne, thus saw bimself the last of the heroes
Wha had inspired a small army of Latins with suf-
ficient confidence, to attempt the conquest of &
vest empire. But he possessed a large portion of
the talents and excellent qualities which distin~
guished the great men of whom we have been
speaking ; and he supported an arduous struggle
sgainst his enemies, when a sovereign of less abi.
lity would bhave been obliged at once to yield up
his throne, or would have fallen an early victim te
his temerity. Fortunately for him, Joanice, by
his cruelty to the Greeks, drove them into a coun-
ter rebellion, and they voluntarily submitted them-
selves to the new Emperor. The Bulgarians next
entered into an alliance with Lascaris, whose esta~
blishment at Nice has been already mentioned ;
and who seemed agaip in a condition to contest
the prize with Henry. But Lascaris was.hated se
much by many of his followers as by his ene-
mies; and, while encamped before Thessalonicay
to which city he bad laid siege, he was stabhed
que night in his tent. .
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»- Heary succmded in making pesce with Lasca-
m and the descendants of Joanice, by which means
be securgd himself leisure to attend to the inter-
nal affairs of his dominions. The policy which he
emplayed to appease the angry feelings of the

Greeks, has been greatly and deservedly praised.
He justly attributed much of the misery, which
bad been experienced in the reign of his brother, to
the oppression which the people had suffered on
account of their religion, Refusing to be instis
gated by the narrow and gelfish views of the Ro-
mish clergy, he distributed justice with an equal
band among all classes of his subjects. The dis-
tmcnon also of Frank and Greek, as regarded the
enjoyment of public offices and emoluments, was
no longer kept up; and by these, and other wise
wmeasures of a similar kind, he raised his authority

to the highest degree of security it. was capable of
at.tmmng. His reign, which lasted for only ten
years, forms a subject well worthy of study; but
o pursue this branch of history any further, would
lead us from the immediate object of the work,
and we must return to the account of the affairs
of Syria.

Before, however, concludmg the brief detail
which has been given of the above events, it may
be worth remarking, that they furnish an excellent
index to the manners and state of feeling which
then prevailed in Europe. The power of the Pope,
it may be learnt from the recital given, was great-
ly diminished, not only in Italy, but in other
countries. With regard to the maritime cities of
the former, they are seen defying his authority,
and pursuipg measures in direct opposmon to the
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policy of the Roman See. This would be: less
orth) of a particular observation, were it not for
one circumstance which merits especial attention,
namely : that the states, which, before the thir-
teenth century, thus resisted the power of the
" Pope, and in a great measure threw off their alle-
giance, were republics. Instances had occurred in
uch earlier times of this opporition to Papal déspo-
tism ; but they were the result of great pride, licen-
tiousness, or ambition in monarchs, and were as ma-
nifestations of what the people thought, or how they
were disposed to resist the great head of the church.
It appears indeed certain, that no such disposition
even existed among the populace, till the republics
of Italy set the example. The mdependence of
those free states, as it resulted from the growing
intelligence of the community, so was it exhibited
in all the acts of the government ; and the resoln-
tion with which the Doge pursued his designs, not-
withstanding the threats and prohibitions of the
Pope, represented the true feeling of the people
in regard to the Pontiff’s power. Their neglect
of his threats was the effect of cool, sober delibe-
ration—the trinmph of freedom and intelligence
over popular superstition and its promoters. The
readiness with which the Venetians united with
* the French and the other crusaders, in deprecating
the wrath of the Pope, after they had completed
their designs, was dictated by sound policy, and
bore no marks of either fear or enthusiasm. The
Pontiff was still regarded by their allies with the
deepest veneration ; and it would have been im-
prudent and useless to awaken tlieir dislike, when
no further object was to be atteined by opposi-
tion.
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t Learning bad not yet spread sufficient light over
the states of Europe, to make men see the bene.
fits which would result from the cultivation of the
arts, or the superiar value ef riches produced by
the regnlar and weslthy exertion of national
strangth, to the most eplendid conguests made in
warlike expeditions. The thorough contempt of.
the Franks for learning wes indicated at Constane.
tinople, by their making the suppesed erudition of.
the..Greeks an. object of constant ridicale. . The,
little netion which the princes and barons had of:
umproving their resources or rank, by the improve~
ment of their territories, is still further manifest
by the promptness with which they forsook them
3t the call of avarice or ambition. The most cer-
tain sign of barbarism in such princes being the
fecility with which they can be persuaded to pur-
sue the firet prize that is held out to them, at the
viek of ruining their subjects, and draining their.
possessions of all the resources they enjoy.
< f the general state of morals at this period, we
bave a lamentable picture, in the circumstances
which follawed the taking of Constantinople. The
violences which were then committed, exceeded
in horror the frightful scenes of the earlier crue
sades, and could only have been perpetrated by
men prepared for the commission of the dark-
est crimes. At mo period either was the re-
sistance of the Greeks sufficiently obstinate to
provoke this fary in their conquerors. They were
puasillanimous, and soon beaten ; and the destruc-
sion of their homes, therefore, and the slaughter of
shemselves after the battle was won, were unjusti-
fiable even by the maxims of warfare. To increase
#be .horror, also, of these transactions, we are re-
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minded, throughout the detail, that they occurted
in a war of Christians -with Christians, and during
an expedition which had been commenced for the:
delivery of Christians fror oppression and distreéss.
The only excuse which these warriors of the erdss
could make for their barbarous excesses, was, that
though their vietims were Christians, they hallows
ed a Patriarch instead of a Pope. ‘This, in faes,
was the strongest plea’ which- most of the leaders
#et up to justify their invasion of the country; and
the independence of the Gteek ' church made its
unfortunate members as heathen men in their sight.
What are we to think of a system which could
thus colour the most horrid barbarities with a pre-
tended sanctity, and suffer its disciples to suppose,
that, in propagating it, they might employ the
worst passions that can inflame the heart? The
Pope, it is true, in the present instence, deprecat-
ed the measures of the crusaders ; but it appeare
that the -opposition resulted from his anger againet
the Venetians ; and even if we allow it to have
proceeded from the purest motives, the system -it-
self appears in equal deformity—its corruption not
being the less, because it sometimes oceasiomed
more evil than its promoters were willinig to jus-
tify. ' '

The effects which the possession of Constanti-
nople produced on the manners and opinions " of
Europe, were at first but slightly felt, aud, it is
probable, were less beneficial than hurtfal. The
conquerors had so little veneration for-the noblé
monuments of art which fell into their hands; that
they had given most of them up to destruction;
and their authority was essailed by so den-
gers, that they had no time for cultivating the ads
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vantages which their new empire offered for awak-
ening a love of literature and the sciences. Those
of the Latius, therefore, who returned to their own
countries in the early years of the conquest, bore
with them no new lights, or increased means for.
the dissemination of the truth. They had revelled
for a titme in groes, intoxicating luxury ; but they
had learnt none of those refined and softening arts
whieh, if they sometimes minister to sensuality,
always subdue barbarism, or lessen its fierceness.
The licentiousness which the events of the war
had encouraged, was thus transplanted in the West,
and tended much more to the corruption of the
people, than the enlarged possessions of the ba.ronn
did to their authority. :
. If we are to look, therefore, for any lmpomm
results from this conquest of the Latins, it must
be in their subsequent history, when the empire,
having been some years established, opened a wide
field for commereial speculation ; and a settled in-
tercourse was carried.on between Europe and the
East, not for adventure, but for profit or informa-
tion. If the Greek Emperors had been inclined
to peace, and had suffered the Latins to held free
intercourse with their dominions, all the advantages
which resulted from this war would have been se-
cured at a much earlier period ; and Europe might
bave been enlightened with Grecian hterature, and
euriched by Eastern wealth, while the empire stood
firm, and remained an mmrmounmble barrier to
Mshometanism. But the weakness and ignorance
of the Emperors seem to have forbidden this pro-
fitable intercourse ; and the conquest, therefore, of
Constaatinople by 'the Latins, was the only means
by which it could be seswred.
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- Lookiiig at the events which have been related;
in this light they eccupy an important place in the
general history of Eurepe. Modern civilization is
the product of a long and complicated series of
circumstances. To trace them to their origin, and
estimate their respective influence, is one of the
highest and most useful employments of the un-
derstanding. The causes which produce the ame-
lioration of our race are not always, perhaps.ere
rarely, those which fivet -atiract atteation ; aud-it
sherefore often happens, that an importance is dt-
tached to events which they, in reality, do not

The stream may be tronbled, without its
eourse being changed ; and ita fountain' may be
made sweet or bitter, withont sny difference being
perceptible on its surfice. Whea this is the case,
the carelass ebserver reaps only error from his ine
guniry. Fortmnately, however, thete are ‘certait
gréat events, which form: land-marks ‘in these in-
aestigations, or:divide the gredt velume of - huhish
history into chapters. ‘The subjéction of the Grodk
empire to the Latins may.be cemsidered as-one of
kbese. sconrrences, and as having pmmrﬁﬂlym
rated on the emhmon of Empo. .
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" CHAPTER X.

'SOHN OF BRIENNE ELECTED KING OF JERUSALEM.——INVASION

'OF EGYPI.~~CONQUEST OF DAMIETTA,~~FREDERIC IL. AND THE

FIFTH CRUSADE.—~IRRUPTION OF MOGUL TARTARS.~~FALL OF
JEBUSALEM,

\A.D. 1215. Tue events which occurred between
.the accession of Henry to the throne of Constan-
tinople, and the period at which we resume the
thread of our narrative, form a fitting link to the
‘two epochs. Before proceeding, therefore, to de-
tail the final measures of Innocent to accomplish
-another crusade, - it will be proper to give a brief
.account of. the eircumstances under which he un-
dertook this arduous enterprise.
. The minds of men had undergone s great and
wonderful change since the first crusades; and,amid
:the constant struggles for freedom, the eager en-
.deavours after wealth, and the growth of com-
merce which marked this period, enthusiasm had
less nourishment, and was more unnatural in its
-operations. It may be remarked, perbaps, with-
-out error, that both superstition and enthusiasm,
when they appear in times comparatively enlight-
ened or civilized, are always far wilder, more dan-
.gerous, or baser,.than in ages of more general
darkness. Certain it is, that some of the occur-
rences which preceded the crusade we are about
VOL. I1. Y
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to describe, were hardly equalled by those which.
we regard with most astonishment in the narrative
of the former.

Innocent continued to exert himself with un.
diminished fervour in the cause of Palestine, not-
withetanding the failure of his original project..
The heaviest sins were stoned for, in the judg-
ment of the church, by the promise of a pilgrim-.
age; monsrchs had an opportunity of securing the:
suppert. of the whole ponifical amthority by the:
wame nreans ; and the arms of the Holy Fathor wese
extended in affection towards all, whatever might
be their station or character, who were ready
‘to wnite with the Christians of Syris. But, un-
fortunately for the sucvess of the undertmking,
the sttuation of the grest European Stutes prevent-
ed their princes from Mmtending vo the applicatioa:
of the Pontif. France was employed continuslly
in defonding herself against the sttacks of Eag-
Yand, oy the wllies of this comntry ; smd Philip Aw-
gestus, who was the most politic monarch of bis
times, had too many projeess for aggreadizieg hie
kingdom, 6o wngage in & crwsade. Gormany was
it the same time distrasted by the osntentions of
‘the Exnperer Otho, whem the Pepe puremed with
#s weightest maledictions; snd Frederick IIL.,
whom he at length sucoeeded in weatimg on the
hrone., Causes oqually impertant kept Emgland
out of the field. It was the mementous bi
‘of her liberties; ‘and while Jolm bad neither the
‘means nor safficient enthusiasm for engeging in
‘the designs of the clrureh, -the barens of Englend
had all their ardour and resolution fully employed

‘in the contest fer their great-Charter.
The East presented a very diffevent spectacie to
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s of Eutope. In the lutter, wa soe only the ob-
jocte ta which the smbitiem of princes, or men's
‘matural love of froedam, give constant life and ee-
tivity. The former temifies she mind with an-
willal and supernatural :appearances, and terrible
sigwads of Divine angen. Beth Egypt and Syria
héd, of Inte, beert subjected to.the mast awful visi-
tations of fawine and pestilence. The regular aver-
flowings of the Nile baving been interrapted, theland.
had every where the appeacance of a dry and sterile
wildernees.  The corn and el other prodnetions
of she eoarth ‘were bwrnt up by the sun, and ne-
ﬁlgmnedonﬁogtoundbutalmlembeud
grwes, oc parched stubble. Even this vefuse of ilia
fielde wae specdily exbansted by the wreiched

yed, - Bone mhmg to &a depositaries of
the dead, tare th eewpmtopm«. and. sntinbod
their renger with fugmut& athers flaw upen
the companiona of nisu'y, and, murdering .

devoured their remaint, Waotmen, in the
memner, slanghtered their infanta; and in
“day, thirty miserable females were cenyicted
“Celieo of havmg killed and eaten children. Thesa
vielstions . of nsture iocressed the Merrar of- the
period: Oannibtmlism hed beoeme ro commean, tha .

‘ﬁi
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the practice was regarded 'with: indifference ;- buv
4 raging pestilence began to assail the victime, and.
besten their fate. As they wandered about, hundreds
perished in the streets and roads; and the cities
of Egypt were filled with heaps of bodies, which.
l}? corrupting on the ground for want of barial.
ore than a million of people perished before this
- calamitous famine ceased ; and the misery whieh
it produced extended itself through Syris, threat-
ening both the Christian und Mussulman pio-
vinces with devastation. To complete the melan-
choly picture, we havé only to mention, that &
destructive earthquake followed close upon:these
miseries, and in its ravages overthrew and -en-
gulfed whole cities. The strongest fortresses were
shaken to the ground ; and the walls and towers:
of Balbec, Ptolemais and Damascus, crumbled be-
neath its scourge. ) ' '
The distresses occasioned by these:convulsions
of nature were amply sufficient to place the Sy--
rian Christians in the most deplorable situstion.*
Baut to these causes of misery, they added others:
of their own producing. The rivalry which had’
long existed between the two great orders of chi-*
valry, manifested itself in open acts' of hostilis:
ty; and, in the contentions which took place bes:
tween the chiefs of the different provinces, they -
used opposite sides, and fought against each -
with as much fary as against the infidels. The
truce, also, which had been made with the Saracens,
Wwas near its termination, and was now so badly
kept, that engagements were continuslly taking
~e between the two people. The death of the -
r-King of Jerusalem increased the confusiom -
prevailed, and rendered it necessary for the ;
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common sufoty that mensures should be talren for
puiting affaiss into 8 better erder. To this object
the principal berons and kiights wera at length
indaced to devose their ateemtion ; and thoy pro-
aedoduthoehomofamtoAmry, '
- The erovwn.of Jeswsalom had descemded by in~
h-iunm to the dsughter of the late King and:
Jembella, This princess, however, was unfitted,
heth by ags and eex, for the station to which her
bipth elovated ber; smd it was she prudent deter«
mination of the barous to espouse her to some.
wesrior, who might be asblq to defend the litile
rempant -of their conguests. Either mistrusting
their awa courage, or fearing to.excite a apirit of
J-lonuy, they agread o leave the eboice of their
to Philip Augwetus ; and ambassadors were
shortly after despatched to France, .to make their
desires known to that momarch. Chivalry was
ne lowger dopudem for ite support on religiens
enthusissm ; and the observer of it pregress, and
of. its .affbese on society, will find it useful te
mark the. change which - had thus occurred in
i character. The age of deep, imaginative, .in~
tenme dautwa, was, 88 we have seen, mpxd-
ly pamiog away. Most of the feolings which
it had.for a time rendered natural to the heart,
ware doclining with is; and if chivalry bad .not
beon gradually -w-gdiening its connection with
rayuity, and all the pomp and glery of prince-
ly courts, it would bave vamished long before
its'meet splendid eras. But as it lost some of
its graver and more impressive characteristios, it
dedly -acquired greater external brilliancy ; and the
megnifioeace which was diffused .over the whoele
ingtitation, enticely supplied at last the place -
Y2 '
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ils devotional features. KEvery -age geve :eemer
fresh indication of this alteration in the
of chivalry ; and the circumstance we aze relating
sorves to illustrate the opinion now: advanced.. The.
Christisns of Syria bad no champien/sufficiently
distinguished or meritorious. he sich benda
of their own Templars or Hospi - mohle
nted himself, led only by.the sanctity:of kis
E:“ , as the devoted chief .of the faithénl,
.nd they had to seek for a King, of the Haly: Gity.
among the gay and ambitious couriiers of Franeet!:
The choice of Philip, to whom the deputies hed
entirely. referred the election, fell on ,Jabn ..of
Brienne, whose brother had .gained great glory,
but lost hia life in the conquest of Naples. Johm
bimself was one of the most valiant knights of
Christendom, and eagerly bent on any adventure
which might increase either his fortune or: reputa..
tion. - He: had been originally intended:for the
church; but his fiery disposition rejected the idda
of living in idleness and tranquillity, and-he-was
allowed to follow bis natural inclination. The
offer of & crown was as. splendid a testimeny:se
his worth, as. it was flattering to hia imaginasien.
Izmaa&edhmmthtbopwmhemum
memory was hallowed throughout the werldy. it
seemed to promise him a renown -equally. wide and
lasting as theirs ; and the .difficulties with whish
he might have to contend, were such as it befitted a
knight always to meet undaunted. That the prize
of reyalty was to begwenhmbyayoungmnoe-,
whom romance might fairly invest with-all she
charms of beauty, added not a little to-hie-enthu-.
sisgam ; and John of Brieane accepted the been,
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wish many.declarations of devetedness to thie canse
of Jesusalem and its Queen. :

Had the new champion of the Sepulchre been
able to accomplish his design of. preceeding to’
Syria at the head of an army, he might have pro+:
dmoda'eo-xdenbleohngemchenﬁmmofhl

the faithful, the proposition was proadly rejected ;
and the arrival of Jobn of Brienne was the signal:
for eomnencmg hostilities. « Instead, however, of

ng ot the head of & numerous host,.he weas
follovhdbyonlytlme hundred knights ; and -the

self against the formidable attacks of the enemy.
The Saracens fought with all the advantages of.
snumbers and good supplies on their side; and,
Christian valour was obliged to yield to "these
powerfal euxiliaries. In a short time, the domis:
mions.of John - were reduced to the.single city of
Prelemeis ; and there. was no reason to hope that
this last resort of the believers could hold out leng-
ageinst the Moslem. Deputies were therefore sent
to Earope to-implore succours of the princes who
still preteaded to- reverence the land of Palestine..
The final -ruin of the Christian territory there, muet -
avidenly. shortly follow, if .this aid were denied ;

st ifi it were ever a-duty of bdxmuwﬁghfor,
tho eacred birth-land of their Saviour, it was espe-
cislly soinow, when it appesred ready-to fall for
ever inte the hands of the infidel. .
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- But Bwwope was, st the same time, violowtly-
agmeedboth by religiows sad civil contentians,
The ruthless persecutions of the Albigenses, which
wers just ummeneul, filled the scuth of Franoe:
with dismay and: ruin. Ignorence, superstivies,.
amd eoclesinstical tyranny, formed the tripie scourge
of: refermess in showe days’; anddnywbov.
tated $o turn sheir eyes 10 the day-spring of truth,
wore deomed 10 ‘destruction, the moment they
denfesved shomuelves unlightened. Had we: reamt -
# enter iato detnils not immediately connected
with - the. orneades in Syria, the wars carried on::
ageinat the early opposers of papal corrupties::
would serve so well to illistrate the cheraeter of
the oge, that we should with difficaity refesin:
from digressing into their histery. The
however, in which these persecations hed thuir
rise, the wingled hnamaadompm by
which they ware nurtured, may be suffisiently us-.

W!nblnocemmmgmdymhn-
sures for raising an armament, .and bad so far swe
oeeded in his attempts, that many thousands of
the peaple were rowsed to the highest. pitch of ex-
citement, the feeling which hed desconded frem'
the pomiff to she mulsitnde, was thence traus-
ferred o the hearts of children, who were als.
lowed 10 reoeive it es' a Divine inspiration. Is:
seems scarcely credible, but it is & wellattested’
histarical faot, that no lass than fifey thousand:
childven of France and Germany asumed the
orees, and sst forth for Palestine. The erigin of:
this strange crusade is differently described by the
authors who have giten any account of the occur



AND THE CTRUSADES.: . 288§

renbe.’ - By some:it -is~ssid, that the younng en-r
thowissts had no instigator but their- own.erade:
imaginations 5 but others, who appear to have-gaine:
ed the greater cvedit, assert, that iniFrance they:
assembled at the call of two ecclesiestics who bad.
lately -retumed from captivity in the East. These:
priests- recovered their. liberty, it is said, by ‘pros:
mising to' farnish the Gid Man of the Monntains,:
who:held.them in bandage, a certain numbes: ofr -
knpmyantha,tobetrmadnpmbnmx
Germany, the sewen thowssed children..whe: -
mﬂ themselves for the -same -exploit, ‘wees:
by osie . Nicholas, - by some writers men+:
tioned 28 also @ priest, by others as.anly:a yoush;:
not much superior in -either age: or sense ta the
rest. 'The honour with -which he was tressed by -
his followers elevated him beyond measare. : Hav».
ing seated him on & sort.of triumphal. carn, -they:
pressed . asonnd: his person, as if it deserved ithe : .
most - -veveremsial: eare ; -and he was nearly .owesw -
whelmed by the numbérs who songht:so possess: .
themselves:of some fragment of his .garments, or:
of-yﬂnngwhwhhehadmémdnmdbym '
Whateverwasthe mmedmomme wlnehmu
dmoed ' fansticism: .or imposture to prepare ‘these
vietims for destsuetion, the design, in a esrtain |
sense, succeeded. Traversing Saxony, and making
their way through the teilsome passes of .the Alpe, :
the Garmans arrived at Genoa, where their prew:.
semeo exoited the mest lively astonishment. The -
Freach, in the mean time, :were .collected near:
Pm-, wienu they set out for Munuuu, and:

‘WM e )
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bed of the ses. On discoveriag that the waves
bad not changed their course, the hopes of the-
crusaders received -coeidernblé check ; and wt'
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Gonva they wore threwn into still greater conster-
mation, by the Senate’s mwuing an order for their
dapartare from the city. A very few had the good
fortune Yo interest some of the inbabitnts in vheir
favour; snd they are ssid to bave been the nnoes-
sors of some of the neblest families in Iraly. The
vost suffered the snme wriseries, in endepvonving to
Totrést to their homee, s thoy bad undergone ia
their previous joursvy. In the villages through.
which they passed, they were derided as idiets;
und when asked what had indwced them %o loave
their country, they veplied, they comld not sell
what. Hunger and fatigue epared fow of these
wictims %o tho barbarows ervors of the age; sad
ﬁoypmsbdmﬁermtbom&,uwofﬁe
mountaine threugh whieh they endeavoured to Sad
sheir way.
Mwopwbxehhndlmndumm.
» shmilar fate. Their expectations hed been: the
same with regard to the drying up of the sea; and
the miradle fuiling, they bad no meess of
onting their design. A number of them
to the disappointment, end returmed home; bws
ﬁogtmmpmmmmdnxioﬂy jooking for
siry opportunity of passing the ses W Syria. In
this situstion shoy were found by two merchants

G

ity now offered them, of entering largely mte -a
speculation of this kind, wus net to be neglested ;
and they proposed to the deluded children, %o con-
vey them in veesels of their own to the place of
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destinsdion. Devotion wes the sele metive whick
‘these wratches professed to have in view..and
their plan succeeded to admiration. The craseders
-accepted their offer with many expressions of .gra-
titude. The miracle, in one seuse, seemed accom-
plished ; and they joyfully embarked in the seven
vessels prepared for their reception. At the close
of the second day a violent storm arose, and the
fleet, which had approached the island of St Pi-
erre, was threatened with ivstant destruction. Twe
of the ships were swallowed up by the waves, and
all on board perished. The other five managed
to outlive the sterm, and were carried intp the
ports of Alexandria and Bugi, where the, crnsaders
were landed, and immediately sold for slaves. The
Caliph of Egypt bought forty, who are said te
have been all in holy orders, by which, howaever,
we are not to understand that they were older
than the rest, the church of Rome conferring con-
secration at & very early age. .These young. clerks
-.were brought up by their master with the greatest
ccare, but if we are to believe the common report
of the chroniclers, not ane of the captives could
be prevailed on to renounce his religion. Of the
remainder, twelve perished as martyrs to their
fuith ; and the few who succeeded in reaching Pto-
Jemais, amazed the Christians of that city with
stheir melancholy recital. . Accustomed as the faith-
" ful had been to miracles and prodigies, they could
-not account for this strange expedition ;,and it is
-worthy .of observation, that they considered it as
- terrible proof that the nations of Europe were in
;8 state of dissolution, and were left withoms. laws
.or government either human or dmne.

0
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+*"Many qtrestions arige in the mind on the sim-
‘plest ‘consideration of this recital. What was the
eondition of the people in general, if e0 many thou-
wund children conld be permitted to congregate, and
“devote themselves to almost certain destruction ?
~and'if the parents or friends of these young devotees
7gppoded, bat in vain, their expedition, to what cir-
* cumstance are we to attribute the extreme weak-
nees of parental authority in those times ?>—Was it
that mature had then less power than now, or was
-jt-thiit the priesthood had usurped the rights of
vdomestic rule, and by that means put the whole
-beawtifal economy of human life and its relations
‘in constant peril? The strongest feeling of disgust
-ut the concern, appears to have been manifested in
-Genoa. ' Is not this another indication of the su-
-perior intelligence of the - maritime cities of Italy
-to-the  other European- States? Aund, lastly, how
~are we to regard the character of Innocent, or es-
+timate the econdition of the Church, when we find
“H9m expressing no horror at the wretched folly of
ithese children, and only remarking, when inform-
~wd of their miseries, < They reproach us for being
iplunged in sleep, while they fiy to the defence of
“the Holy Land.”* We might add to these ques-
“tions ; but the above are sufficient to indicate the
-cutious nature of the subjeet, and how i mey
-serve to-illustrate the state of things when the
- Pontiff employed the powers of the Church against
*the Aligenses.
- A signal victory obtained ‘about ‘this period
*over the Moors, who' had ' long established their
~domirion in Spain, -added considerably to the re-

. * Albert de Siadt. .
VOL. 11, z
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owende. Hithento, his afforts bed been -astended
with little suncens, and he saw ne praspess of
amakening the slnmbering warrioss, upless by snme
memsnre which shonld excite- chyquhnnnf the

Rome ; and in the lotters which he. Mfc
thet pucposs, he-sirongly appesled 4o the faclings
aed cowsciences of all the pmm. barene and
kuights, who acknowledged his spiritusl sevaneign-
35, Ho alee encoupaged the ﬁmhfnlofdl mabs
10 join the stenderd of she crges, as the sumes me-
thed of obtaining the full remission of their aine ;

¥ieen, Ware augsonoed 10 asist, by denesions fisted .
4@ thair mank and pessessions. - Preachers of the
e were chasen from the saoet elognent ef the
alergy, smong whom were the Cardinal- de Cems-
.gou, the Pope’s legate in France, and seveml bi-
shops Not oontent with thus exerting himeelf
smong the faithful of Europe, Innocent sent Jestars
pros share mgth?w ns?;ndq
Nixns to emp amergy

&is designe fgr sheir dalivery. A the same’time,
hetmdthee&'ectofhmeloquenceontbem
princes, whom he endeavoured 0 convince of their



AND THR CRUSADES

NiHE Rt mﬁmmmﬁ
i b
it iR
muwm.mwmmw HE: ummm gmmquMkmmu
I mwwm~hmﬂ“mmmmwmmmmMmmw
AT AR
mmwmwmmwmw mmmummmmw i mmm disli



2R HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

stilt proved a formidable obstacle t6' the crasade’;”
gnd but for the zeal of Frederic of Germany, und
several of the bishops and princes of that natien,
it is 8 question whether it would have ever taken'
place. The persuasions of the Emperor, who, how-:
ever, had no present means for prosecuting the ex-
ition, : induced the Dukes of Austria, Brabane, -
oravia, and Linbourg; the Archbishop of May- -
ence ; the Bishops of Passau,  Bamberg, Swas-
bourg, Munster, and Utrecht, with many other of *
their powerfal countrymen, to depart, without fai~
‘ther delay, for Syria. Before these embarked, they
were joined by Andrew 1. King of Hungary,
who appesred at the head of a numerous army, to -
‘fulfil the vow which his dying father bad impoeed -

‘upon him, to fight -for the restoration of Jeru- -

dmu ‘

- The North was at this period in a singular state
of agitation. The feeling which had induced the '
church-and the King of ‘France to persecute the
Albigenses, afforded an ample plea for the Teutonic '
Knights and their confederates to attack and exter-
mimate the Prussians. There was something moie
worldly, perhaps, in the outward appearance of the '
Intter, the ambition of warriors being lesa- easily
concealed than that of corrupt churchmen ; but-
the guilt. of ‘both these bloody massicres’ had its
origin in' the same corruptions—the same wilfal
perversion of the truth, and its divine, humanizing -
doctrines. Bat, leaving their countrymen to con-
wert the batbarians of Prussia as' they best might,
the crusaders proceeded to ‘Spolatro. They thenee *
ssiled to Cyprus,  where they were met by depa- -
ties from the King of Jernsalem, and the different -
ordersof knights. A number of Tsalian and French -
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crosadirs aleo joiied them here; wnd Laosigaas,
king of the island, profossed bis deterssination o
socompany them in their expedition.

.. The srmy, thus reinforced, shartly sfter set smil
for Pulestine, and arvived without accident o
Pwlemnis. But famine, that constant scourge of she
£arepesn armaments, speedily stopped the teie
moaphs with which their arvival had been gressed ;
and shey were .obliged to rewove without delsy
$at0.thiobe parts of she country possessed by the Ses
sacens.. Malek-Adel, who had abdicated the throne
n favour of. his. soms, bad counselled them net to
eacounter the Christians in the field, but to leavwe
shem to disperes, which they were likely soon 19
de, either from want of supplies or from the dis
ssnaions which had ruined se memy other wxpedis
siwons. The cruseders, therefore, advanced withe
put imterreption, and reached the banks of she
Jordan, in the sacred watérs of which bathed,
ond then travessed the plaite of Jerioho and.she
ahores of the Lake Gennesareth. On their retesn
%0 Ptolenwmis, after this blondless. expedition, she.
shiefs, cither ashamed of such & useless

o fearful of suffering their soldiers to reassia ime
active, vasolved to atteck the strong forwesses of
Mount Tabor. The passes of this rocky eminence
wete defended by the Moslems with greas skill
and bmvery ; but the crusaders drove shem fromt
their.defonces, .and wers on the point of emtering
Aho fortoess, when they ware seimed with a saddea
panio, and commenced 2 basty retremt. Whaee
ever was the cstse of. this circomstasce, it proe
sisus of Ptolemais. The Patniarch, who bad s
companied the myyhmging,a faguent .of . the

. z
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true cross, .expressed himeslf disgusted at thecoms
duct of the. warriors, and - refused any . longer -t
encourage them by his presence.. An.
into Pheenicia was productive of no better offects
than those .above mentioned ; and - a. sepsration-of
the forces being agreed npon,rtheaampaign.endo&
os wselessly as it bad begun. The death of :¢he
King of Cyprus, and the retreat of the Hungarisn
monarch, tended still - further to dispirit she Sypv
risn Christians ; and the prophecy of -Malek+Asdek
seemed on the point of being.accomplished.. -
A.D. 1218. There was.far less unity among
the later crusaders than among: their predecessoves
and the reason of this was, that the powerful and
pervading enthusiasm which inspired the formes,
00 louger existed to agitate. the whole of . Chris-
tendom by one simultaneons electric shock. In
the present mstance, this was so far fortnnate, that
the Christians of Palestine bed still champions.in
veserve ; and had only lost, by the discomfitare
and separation of .the late armament, -a emall pore
tion of their defenders. Shortly after the depar~
ture -of Andrew, Ptolemais was crowded with a
large body of French, Italian, and -German eru-
saders, who, having vanquished the Moors in Por
sugal, came to reap fresh glory in the Holy Land.
The conquest of Egypt was a project which had
long possessed the minds of the faithful, both in
Europe and the East ; and the time now: appeared
to have arrived when that design might be carried
into execution. The Duke of Austria, the Connt of
Holland, and the King of Jerusalem, acesrdingly
united their respective forces ; and, embarking at
Ptolemais, sailed updmNﬂetoDnmom,a
fortress on the western bank of the river. Thtam
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surwwanded by a triple wall, was also defended by
s double rampart on the side of the Nile, and by a
sower built in the middle of the stream, acrose
which.a buge iren chain was sespended, extending
from the tower to the batteries. The country, at
the time the: crusaders pitchred their tents before
Damietta, was smiling in all the luxuriousness of an
Egypsian:spring. The orange and citron groves
were: in full bloom ; palm-trees, jasmines, syca-
wiores, snd a variety of odoriférous shrubs, hung
their gruceful foliage along the banks of the stream;
sud the wide and level plains beyond were covered
with rich harvests of rice. :

The delicious seenes which every where met
the gage of -the. crusaders, served not a little to
inflame their desire:to possess themselves of the
comntry. The towerin the river was first attack-
od, 'but the assailants were driven back with loss.
They next attempted it on another side, broke the
bridge which connected it withi the city, and pre-
paréd an invmense tower, which they contrived te
build on two ships, bound together with heavy
beams and chains. The Duke of Austria had the
ecommand of this machine; and, on the day ap-
pointed, three hundred warriors mounted it in fall
sxmour, -The vessels then moved slowly to the
point of attack. The battle was carried on by
darts and ‘javelins on the one side, and by Greek
fire.on the other. At length, and in the very heat
of the conflict, the tower of the Christians ap-

in flames ; the standard of the chief was
sden floating down the river ; and the terrified be-
hevers, who watched the battle from the shore,
full. prostrate upon the earth, imploring the mercy
of inmven. "l‘gzpnym seemed: to be heerd;
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for jnstamily the flames died awsy, the dresedare
renewed the assault, and the Moslema i
threw down their arms and surrendered. The puis
soners, when led inte the ocamp, required, it is

" said, %0 se¢ tho men clothed in white, and bears -

ing white arms, whe had conquered. them ; bt
no such persons were to be found among the wate
riors ; and the crusaders then knew, it is further
added, that the Lord Jeeua Christ had sent hia ane
sebtomktbomm.

The presperaus .termination of this encouster
gave the Chrintiane an impprispt -advastage .ovex.
the enemy ; and the death of Maleli-Adel, which
eccurred at the same time, coutributdd still fur-
sher t0 opem a prespect of smcoeds. That wée

- teren chief, though he hed reaigned the reins of

geverninent, contianed o be regarded by the Sav
ragens #s their pratéetor in all times of difficulty
Hie united piety and vatour had obtaised him the
appellation of the * Sword of Religion;” and his
moderation, the simplieity of his mennere, and the
wisdom with which he directed the affaine of the
states he geverned, are represented as lmving heot
aqual to his valowr, We must ellow something
for Orientsl exaggeration, in the picthres whieh
are drawn of this prince by Samacen hissqrieme
end it is aleo to be remambered, that he i
the sovereiguty, by uswrping she rights of his bug~
thet’s children; but the sbove accowats seem.td
roach much nearer the truth, than the prejo-
diced abuses of his enemies ; and, with regard 4o
the maneer in which -be acquired the throne, he
probably justiied the nsurpation, both in his-owe
eyes, and in those of his subjects, by the reinuws
dissengions whigh prevsiled smong the yeungpriss
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oo, by ‘their' iinbecillity, and his own capability of"
restoring the nation to its former prosperous con-’
dition—a justification which would not-be valid in
these days; but which hardly left the iden of usor-'
pation, when inheritance by immediate descent-
was not folly established, and thrones were com-
ll:oniy disposed of more by force or merit than by
w. : ‘
- Instead of tﬁking immediate .dvantage of their
present prosperity, the crusaders, by some wnac-
oomitable fatality, resigned themselves to sloth and
inactivity, snd neglected any measures eithér for
uing their conquests, or rendering useful that
which they had obtained. The Saracens, after the
death:of Malek-Adel, were thrown into the greatest '
disorder, ' by the incapacity of his sons. But the
crusaders made no attempt at interfering with their
govérnment ; and several thousands of them'de-
parted-for Europe, but were lost in the pasdage.’
Othérs’ soon supplied 'their -places in the camp.
Henry II. of England sent out several of his bra-
vest knights, who now arrived at Damietts, and
the crusdders were enco by the arrival, about
the same time, of the Cardinal de Courgou, and’
the Cardinal Pelagius ; the former being distin-
guislied by his piety and eloguence ; the latter by
the treasares which he brought with him, as the
contributions of she faithful, as also by his ambi-
tion and his arrogance. A slight victory which the -
troops gained under his guidance, increased the pre-
sumption of this haughty prelate, and the Cardinal
ds Ceurcon dying soon after, he subjected every one
to his anthority. The winter season now brought
with it a variety of sufferings. Want of food and
shelter- gteatly weakened the troops; and some :
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defeats which they met with in their constent ene
counters with the enemy, threw them inte despeir,

A.D. 1219. There is little to interest in this
period of the crusades. The euergy of the Chries
tians was wasted in partial encounters with the
enemy, and their enthusissm became every day
less visible. Oue battle, however, may bs men~
tioned, as the defeat which the faithful sustained
was- predicted, accarding to his own- account, by
the celebrated Francis d’Assisse. That remark~
able barou had lately arrived from Europe, and
had traversed sea and land, to prockim his- deo~
trines among infidels as well as Chriséians. In
bjs youth he united, to a strong imsginatiom, &
deep veneration for all things connected with ne-.
ligiqn; and one day hearing that paseage: of sorip-
ture, in which it is said, ¢ Catrynmhergold,
silver, nor money, in.your scsip, ner sandals aer.
stores, ” he took the directions aupplymg litargl- -
ly to those who bLeard it, and thenceforth devoted .
himself to & life of poverty end privation,  He.
met with little success in. t, thongh he arse~.
ed himself with the sanctity of a prophet, and had

ie bolduess to preseat hinwelf before the. Sultany

to pennads him to embmce the gospel. Oa re-
turning to Em'ope, be established the arder of:
Minor Friars, celobrated a» well for the sireng and .
heraic piety of some of its emly mrembers, asfor
the corruption into whieh it subsequently fell.

. Both armies remained in anxious suspemse as to
the final issue of the struggle. At length Malek-
kamel, the Sultan of Cairo, offered the Christinns ..
peace, and on terms which it might be imegined
would be immediately accepted by she. warziors ef.,
the cross. The dehvety of Jerusalem was the



AND THE CRUSADES. 279
profoand objoct of the war; anil Jerusslem the '
Sulean now comsented te yield. It is trwe, he bad
pesviously demolished tha fortifications and walls ;
bus thie Holy City was thna within the reach of
sthe feishfnl ;- and it only vequired their cessing
ﬁ'ﬂlauhu eontest, 0 hecoms again the so-
jourm of thoussnds of devout womshippers, The
King Je , snd almost alt the ‘chiefs
autl knights in the army, were eager to acoept this
fair propesad. of the Salten; but the Cardinal
Palagins strenvensly oppoecd their couneils, wrg-
ing; thet it would be impomible to defend the city
against the Sasacens, whenever they should choose
o secommence the war. Few of his auditors
were:onawinced of this ressoning ; but they were
.obliged ﬁo»add to his authority, and hostilities

. . et
ﬁhcﬂymsockmelyblmhdod,t&ﬁmmpplm
of any kind eould be conveyed ¢o its relief.

-The aqrties of the garvison, the defiances of the
warviors wha crewded the ramparts, and the con-
stant attesmpis made by the Sarasens to relisve-the
tawrn, had hithevto kept up the stir and clamour
of war. But the bustle of the siege gradually sub-
sided. No sally was attempted by the besieged ;
the erwenders weip undisturbed by eﬁmaof
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- Christians watched the fortifications, net: knowig
how to account for the tranquillity which reigned

. avound them. At length, in the middle of a wild
and stormy November night, the Cardinal Pelagius
gave orders for a secret assauit. The heavy roar of
- the' tempest prevented any other sound from being
heard, and a small band of the bravest men sscended
- the walls by meansof scaling-ladders. Theyaccom-
. plished their purpose undisturbed ; and a few Mos-
.lems whom they found on the ramparts were in-
-stantly despatched. No others appeared to arrest
- their progress ; and the first assailants .being join-
-ed by more, they took possesuon of ‘a tower, and
d -their triumph by singing & hymm of
thanksgmng. This was answered by the:rest of
-the army, drawn out in order of battle st the foot
“of ithe ramparte. The Cardinal then: begimming
.the Te-Deum, the anthem was sang by -ail. the
-treops; and as soon as it was finished, the gates of
-Damietta were torn down, aud the whole army
‘rushed into. the city. The day was mow :mnear
dawning ; and with the first ray of light,. the:con-
querors proceeded to secure their - victory. . But
even yet, not an enemy appeared to resist thems, and
‘they began cautiously to traverse the silent and
empty streets. No signs were: 10: be -discovered
-that the'place was inbabited, but a -fetid and: suf-
‘focating smell prevailed as they penetrated. into
-the town. When they entered the public squares,
:the mystery was revealed. Hundreds of corpees
lay exposed to the sight, exhibiting all the marks
of famine. Every street and building. were filled
.with the same melancholy objects, and the warriers
shuddmdwuhhorwrwhenﬂnyfamdfhn
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solves thus environed with the dead. Of the fow
wretched inbabitants who were still living, some
were in the last agonies, and others were crying
for belp, which it now seemed almost fruitless to
afford them. Several of those who had thus sur-
vived their fellow-sufferers were children, who kept
continually crying out for bread, while others were
seen hanging at the breasts of their mothers, who
bad died in giving them nourishment.

By the conquest of Damietta, the crusaders
abtained a great and valuable spoil ; but it was

sometime before they could venture to inhabit it; -

and the Saracens who had survived, were employ-
ed in. cleansing it from the impurities which co-
vered the streets.

..A.D. 1221. The important conquest which the
Christians bad thus obtained, filled the Mussulman
chiefs with affright ; but, for a time, the indeter-
mination, of the former saved them from the perils
with which they were menaced. The King of
Jerusalem, not able to endure the haughty demean-
our of the Cardinal, separated himself from the
army in disgust, and by far the greater part of the
barons expressed an equal dislike to the overbear-
ing conduct of the prelate. On the arrival of fresh
forces from Europe, he prepared to attempt the
onapture of Cairo; but he was opposed by the
common voice of the warriors; and obliged to
restore tranquillity, by begging the King to return
to the camp. John acceded to the request; and
the chief men in the army were again summoned
to decide its future operations. The Cardinal
opened the council, and delivered the same opi-
nion as before respecting the attack on Cairo. He

VOL. IL 2a
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aYoh with great vehemence, and urged his  opf-
nlon more as the commands of a sovereign,
than as the advice of an ecclesiastic to free war-
‘riors. His zeal was seconded by the other pre-
lates ; but notwithstanding his rank and impetn-
osity, the King of Jerusalem offered a strong op-
"position to the proposed undertaking, showiny the
‘extreme hazard of the design, and observing, that
they had not assembled under the banner of the
“cross to besiege Thebes, Babylon, and Memphis,
‘but to deliver Jerusalem, which was the proper
‘place for the faithful to seek as an asylum from
“their enemies. This prudent and pious counsel
“was instantly adopted by most of the barons and
knights who were present at the meeting ; but the
Cardinal replied, that it was pusillanimity; and not
caution, which led to this opinion ; and he also in-
timated, that whoever offered any farther opposi-
tion to his will, would incur the danger of excom-
munication. - a
By these means the Cardinal prevailed ; and
army, amounting to about ‘seventy thousand men,
began its march, a fleet laden with stores and war-
Tike instruments proceeding at the same ‘time up
the Nile. The crusaders comtinued their route,
without meeting an enemy, ti} they reached the
extremity of the Delta, when they came in sight
of the Saracen forces encamped on the phain of
Mansours. The most strenuous efforts had been
made by the Sultan to collect a force capable of
meeting the crusaders, and alt Mussulman princes
bad contributed their support on the occasion.
But he still felt himself unprepared to cope with
the flower of European warriors; and preferred
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mhgagnnfarpewe,tonkngthoﬁuofbmult‘
his subjects on the issue of a battle. He,-

therofore, sent ambassadors to the Christian camp,.
. with an offer of surrendering the entire
kingdom of Jerusalem, on the crusaders laying.
down their ssrme. The King, as formerly, ex-
pressed his swrong desire to accept these terms ;
bas they were again rejected at the instigation of
the Cardingl. The Sultan, on receiving the aa-
swer of the crusaders, redeubled his exertions to
repel their attacks, and the overflowing of the river
seconded his efforts. A retreat was then com-.
menced by the discomfited Christians, Three .
hmndred priests perished en beerd the vemels in
which they sought to escape the enemy. The,
mpin body of the forces was attacked by the Sul-
tan with his Ethiepians, who terrified the faithful,
by their black und eavage forms; the flood-gates
of the .Nile wore also opened, and many of the
soldiets perished in the waters, utheysl?t .
the greund. Throwing down their arms and beg- -
goge, such of the tipaps as eseaped the enemy fled
in the grestest dismay ; and not even an attempt .
wes méade to restore order. It was now the Car-
dipal’s tam to sue for peacd, and be was obliged
to offer the surrender of Damietta, for permission to
retreat wamalested to Piolemais. The nroderation
of Malek-Kamel induced that prince to listen ta -
theer preposals ; and haviag sent his son to inform
the Christiane of his decision, the King of Jerusa-
lem, the Cardinal, and several of the chiefs, pro-
ceeded to the Sultan’s camp to awsit the fulfil-
ment of the treaty. The crusaders who had been
lafsin Damietia could net be prevailed on, withous .
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many threats, to surrender ; and nothing remained
to comfort the faithful, or remove some of the
odimm which the chiefs had incurred, but the -
greement of the Saracens to restore the wood of
the true cross. This circumstance deserves to
be-remarked, not for any importance in the ec-
currence itself, but for the light it throws on the
state of feeling’ among the Moslems. A change
surely of no slight nature must have taken place
- their religious character since the times of the
hicroic and devout Saladin, who could not be per-
snaded, on any account, to surrender either Jeru-
salem or the wood of the croes, which had been
more than ence offered to the Christians by kris
‘descendants. ‘

- The evacuation of Damietta having been effoct-
ed, the faithful began their melancholy retreat- to-
wards Ptolemais. Sickness prevailed to & great
extent among the troops, and the state of the
country rendered the fatigues of the march almost
insupportable. The brother of the Sultan attend-
ed them on their route, having the double office of
-a'spy and a guardian ; and they reached Ptolemais,
while its inhabitants were still ‘celebrating the sri-
umphs that had been obtained before the late de-
feat.

A. D. 1222. The intelligence of these re-
verses in the affairs of the crusaders produced
a liveg consternation throughout Europe, but
‘not sufficiently disheartening to prevent either the
Pope or the Emperor of Germany from pursuing
the enterprise. Frederick IL., by his rank among
the sovereigns of the West, aud above all by his
close alliance with the church, was now regarded
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' she :grost champion of Christendom. To am
secusstion. of the Pontiff, that the late disasters
were owing to his remissnees, be replied with e
much warmth of meal, that Honorius was obliged
%o believe him sincere, and his subsequent conduct
ssrved to cenfirm this epinion. In order, however,
%o secure the services of Frederic, who was the
only mouarch in whom the church could place
eentfidence, the Pope determined to connect him
by a stremger tie than that of duty, with the faith«
ful in the East. Sherily after the fall of Damietta,,
John of Beienne arrived in Europe, in order to ob-
tain new aids for she recovery of his dominions.
With the danghter snd heiress of this monarch
Honorius propesed to unite the Emperor, and
thersby afferd him a prospect of one day becoming
King of Jerwsalem. The marviage of Frederic and
the Princess was sccerdingly celebrated at Rome
withgreat pomp; and, for a time, the former omitted
e exertion te fulfll the vath he bad taken to deliver
Palestine from the infidels. His union with the
danghter of Jean de Brienne also inspired the Sy-
rien Christisns with new bepes ; most of the Ger
man, snd several French and Italiaa nobles, pro-
fessed their willingness to follow his standard ;
and the Hespitallers, Templars, and Teutonic
Kuighta, were unanimous i their expressions of
loyalty. Baut Frederic soon became weary of hig
eonsert; treated her father with indignity, and as~
smmed the title of King of Jerusalem, It mightbave
been supposed, that, after so meany promises to the
Pontiff, and this indication of his ambitious views
respecting the Holy Land, he would have entered
at once upon the expedition. But year after year
was suffered to pass over, to the great scandal of

242
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the church, and large numbers of the faithful whe
bud assumed the cross. In England, especially,
the preachers of the crusade had prospered in theis
mission. A luminous crosa, marked by the five
wounds of our Saviour, is said to have appesved
in the heavens, to encourage the pilgrims in their
design ; and above sixty thousand pereons obeyed:
the heavenly summons. Frederic at length pro.:
fessed himself ready to depart ; and the forces be«
ing collected in his Neapolitan States, no farther
obstacle was anticipated to the expedition. But;
as if to deliver the Emperot from a situation in
which he never appears to have willingly stood,
Honorius was suddenly taken ill, and expired.
Gregory IX. succeeded to the pontificate, and

far exceeded his predecessor in severity and firm-
ness of character. Equally zealous for the prose-
cution of the crusade, the first measures which he
adopted after his elevation, were in relation to this
grand project of the church. Frederic, therefere,
again found himseif obliged to prepare for his pil-
grimage, and he embarked with his troops, amid.
the prayers and benedictions of the faithful. Scaros-
ly, however, had the fleet left the shore, when he
began to repent of the step he had taken ; and, if
we are to credit the common report, a slight sicks
ness, the roughness of the waves, and some dis.
content among his followers, contributed to lessen
what little resolution he possessed, and he dis-
émbarked at Oporto. Nothing could induce the
Pope to pardon this dereliction of his servant.
Frederic was excommunicated ; and -a long eon:
test ensued between him and Gregory, which
threw all Christendom into confusion. Happily,
however, for the faithful of Syris,” Malek-Kamel
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-and the other Saracen princes -werg in. sn equak
state of -dissansion ;. and, to -the astonishment, as
well e delight of the Emperor,. ambaseadors ar-
rived from Egypt, to offer him the alliance of their
master, and the kingdom of Palestine as the bond
of wnion. . This proposal was immediately accept-.
ed, and Frederic proclaimed his departure for the
East with more pomp than ever, .But the. Pope now
lowdly protested against such a design, in one who
lay under the -heaviest anathemsas of the chusch.
The Emperor, however, regarded the prohibitions
of. Gregory with as little respect as he did his
commands, and set sail with a little armament of
twenty galleys and six bundred knights. His.pre-
seace in Prolemais diffased at first great joy among
the inhabitants ; but it was speedily interrupted, by
the arrival of two Franciscans, who had been sent
by-the Pope to denounce him as a rebel and a re-
probate. The citizens now regarding him with the
greatest horror, he removed and encamped his
army between Cwmearea and Joppa, where he re-
newed his negotiations with the Sultan of Cairo,
who bad already fixed his camp in the neighbour.
hood of Jerusalem.

.- Frederic and Malek-Kamel appear to have been
the.most accomplished princes of their time ; and
itswas probably only owing to this, that the &m—
posed treaty was ever carried into effect. Mo-
tives of policy had brought them together; bat
they bad scarcely time to- commence their nego-
tintions, before the more. prosperous condition of
the Sultan’s affairs rendered his union with Fre-
deric unnecessary, if not dangerous. The cha-
moter, howuver, of the Emperor, as a wise and
léarned, as well as 8 powerful sovereign, induced
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NI Kamel 0 phuse Befre ho seciiiced v
friendship to & slight question of interest. Iow.
stend, therefore, of employing their tinte im diss
Otssing points which might lead to hostilities, they.
sintived eath tther by displays of their knowledge
atl tuste, both being skilled in all the learmimg of
e tiimes, and the Sultan priding himeelf on the
Skil with which he colitl compose vernss on wivte
&ver subject camre before him. To show wtill farx
ther theit matasl regard, Prederic went him: kis
sword and ¢ulrass, ahd Malek wnswered the com-
pliment by several tamels, an elephint, und womse
of the hrost valdable predacfions of the Bumst.
But their amiity was regaided by their several pars
Heans with & jealous eye. The faithful of both res
Ngions considered their cawse betrayed by this as
greement of thefr chiefs ; and the most wndweions
means were employed to convince the monarche
bftheeomeapemdhmdinwhichtheym
Mvtly he]

d.

~A.D. 1229, That Frederic and the Sulwm
wete intduced, by the petsonal respect with 'which
they had imspited edth othut, bo abstain from hostils
ties, there seems to be little doubt; but the baly
Hgiike Tor Whith they toold have fought, was so
gendy dimintehed in finportance, thut deeir privass
feavotis for peact Werd et witheut any thing td
Counterbalatice thetn. Nefcher the ome nor the
bther cared for Jertisaleln, but in so far as it wee
Bacred in the opfion of their foltewers s and abs
solute as they were, this was not Hieely to weigh
inuth in their decistons. The mnegotiation, vheres
fore, wad ultwrately terminated, by the establivhe
ment of & truce for ten years, five montha,
And forty days; the principal articles of which
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were, that the Saltan should surrender Jesusalem,’

Bethlehem, and all the villages between Joppa snd
Ptolemais, to Frederic;- and that the latter should
prevent the Franks from making. war aguinst the
- Sulten, and leave the mosqup of Omar in the Hely.
City still open to the Moslems. To. this measure.
they were hastened by :the. plots daily formed
" aguinst their lives, and by the seditious:spirit which.
prevailed throughout the camp, But. their arrauges

ments were far from being followed by tranquillity.’

Frederie, who bad been forsaken.by the Hospital-
lers, and the. best.past of his army, . found, himself

regarded with still greater dislike on the announce-.

ment of the truce. - The permission he had grants
ed the Sarscens to comtinue the exercise of their
veligion in the city, oocasioned general indignation,
and the Bishop. of .Caesarea went so: far.as to inter-

dict the faithful from visiting the. Sepulchre, or.

bething ia the.Jordan.. The: same - feelings :pre-
vailed among the Moslems against Malek-Kamel.
Fhe surrendar of . Jerusalpm was lameated by :the

priests and preachers of the faith, as an abandon-.

wmieat of all that.was most sacred in their eyes.; and
the people assembled in crowds, at. one time ex-
elaiming againat the Sultan and at another weep-
g over their losses. -

- The object for which- so. many Popes had la-
bonred, for which all Europe. bad been called. to
anms, and s0 many thousands lefc their homes and
perished, was now accomplished. Jerusalem was
again open to. believers, and in-the possession of a
Christian monarch. The worshippers at the Sepul-
chre. had no longer- to dread the. persecations,
or insults of the scoffing infidels, or to shake with
horror at: the idea that the holy placés were defiled
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thieir méckeries. Uhﬂ;r'hﬁ:ahnherofﬁém

eould now approse Scehes in triumph
g:ywhch&éym 8 short- timeé before wept se
;mnomtely, and the howr seented ¢pproaching,
when bands of iompilgn-s,fmmallqw
of the werld, would make the hills and vellios
of Siea resound with hymns of dmnkag;nng.

"‘!

saints and apostles clad in mreurning ; no piiest:
‘st the altar to give him the bleseing of .
church, or to uffer wp & prayer for his reigns:
and, taking the erown into his bands, be placed is:
bhiinself upon his hewd, the shouts of bis own knighte-
and. burons sepplying the place of religious eerex
- Imwediately after his eoronation, Frederic as~:
nounced to the Pope the triumphint conolusien of :
lnlexpedm,and bet forth i lofty language the:
claims he had to the regards of the church. Bus:
whatever be advaneed was abrindantly comnterveiled
byahMofthermohe,wrm.bunlwm,
thme, and containing a full acconnt of the wnbely .
contpromise which had been made with the infidel.
The indignant father was also equally suceossful.
m pmenﬁng the new subjects of the Emperar:
hist any respect.. He was, theves.

fﬂfﬂ, quickly obliged to deave Jerusslei, ahd ve--
ukn to Prolemais; mmmwmm..
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of rvaligion wexe all lupeuhd or pufmed in
a.low voice, and within dloged deows. No bell
won 4@ bhe baard ; the altare wera atripped. of their
arosee snd ather amaments, snd every comex of
the city presented some token of tba sbasement
which she. faishfnl suffaved.

Is ia difficuls to say bow losg the wonarch
who bad dsned the meledictian of the Pope would
lsve been ahle taendwre these cansemelics wamave
ed ; but the machinations of Gregory ware now |
meofmdmmsmmhauemdwi
eantempt. htelhmwbmshthtblﬂmw
~ oe shas the Ponsiff bad mised a comsiderable arm
mhmbhohodplmdudnrtbmmmdnfhhn
oﬁm whose hatred of Fredexic added gweat-

tiamed o huxl mhm his diress ansthemas ;
but the weapan of the wamior prevailed. The Pan-
$iff found is necessary te submit to 8 wgotnﬁom
sad aftar & faw months, pesce was restared

tween theeo. redoubtable sombstants. It ;

of an sruy veady 10 combas for the Hast 3 bnn}:u
intereal wea ewoplayed by sha Pope in sending
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missionaries through the different Christian etstee ;
snd the fervency- and devetion whick some -of
these men: exhibited, served.to. deim, for a brief
space, the discord and agitations which prevailed.
John of Vicentia was heard with the venerstion
which bad attended the preaching of Saint Bernard,
or Foulque of Neuilly: rival cities laid down their
arms at his voice : warriors vied with each other
in the desire of peace: and the mast turbnient
passions yielded to the power and unction of his
persuasions. Co

A.D. 1235. France again afforded the fimet
band of pious knights prepared to cembat for Je-
rusalem.  Thibeult, Count of Champagne-and
King of Navartre, was one of the most. celebrated
‘Troubadours of the age, and possessed all those
socomplishments which - became- the -high bora
‘kuight and the minstrel of romance.- But.-he was
ambitions of . power as well as. distinction ; and as
Lonis IX. was then a child, Thibault headed a
powerful party of the barons; ready,- like him, to
contend. for their independence. All at once, how-
ever, he changed his conduct, deserted from - his
opposition to the government, and proelaimed his
intention of taking the cross. The reason :com-
monly assigned for this, is his sudden and romantic
passion for the Queen-mother; in deference to
whose desire he determined on a line of action
mora befitting his chivalrous eharacter. The-vest
of the barons followed his example, and he em-
Ployed both his power as a poet, a8 'well as. his
»princely wealth:and influence, to aceomplish the
-expedition. A council was some time after.held at
'-Tonrs,. in which several resslutions were ‘entered
Juto, creditable to .the wisdom of: the:.assembly,
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and well calenlated to forward the success of the
design, but indicating how greatly the feelings
were changed which had fed the exthusiasm of tln
first crusaders.

* A.D. 1239. Every thing being prepnre& for
their departure, Thibault and his companions as-
sembled at Lyons to consult finally on their fature
mensures. Before they had concluded their de-
liberations, however, a nuncio arrived from Gre-
gory desiring them to desist from their designs, and
return to their States, that they might be in readi- -
ness to serve him, in sitnations where their aid
was at present more requisite than in Syria. The
enemies who had been raised against the Pope by the
incredsing license of thought, and the gradual ad-
vance of civil liberty, were numerous and power:
fal. He required, therefore, all the friends whom
be could rally around him to preserve liis sutherity
over Christendom entire; and it was only by the
skilfallest management of tbose who remained faith<
fal to him, that he could hope to succeed. The
age was gone in which pontiffs could rule by epi-
ritual weapons ; and the period had commenced in
which they were compelled to change them for
those well-tempered and polished instruments of
political craft, which they wielded so long and
with such admirable skill.

Gregory had also another plea for desiring tbe
crusaders to pause in their expedition to Palestine.
Constantinople, after suffering the most deplorablo

" calamities, had received John of Brienne as its mon-
srch, and, though greatly advanced in age, the Ex-
King of Jerusalem proved himself worthy of the
distinotion he enjoyed. -For some time he success-
fally-vesioted- the attacks of the sllied Greeks and

VOL. 11 28
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Balgwriane ; but, before he died he saw himsself lafs
without the power of longer defeadiag his ill-fated
dominions. His som-in-law and successor, Bald+
win, no sooner obtained the crown, than he was
ebliged to seek in Europe the means for making a
It struggle against his ememies. There were
weny motives to induce the Pentif w0 engege
in the defence of Constantineple. It was his duty
to assist 8 monarch who so hymbly seught the aid
of the church as Baldwin. The faithful of thes
empire were in as perilous a situstion as those.of
Syria; and, aboveall, the times were still within re-
collection when Constantinople was felt to be the
only barier against the innumerable hordes of barbe-
riepe who threatened Christendom with devasta-
tion. But the emtreaties of Gregory were little
regarded, and the Freneh chevaliors embarked
forthwith st Marseillea. They left Eupepe wie-
lently agitated by religious end civil dissentions ;
arid" Thibamls, it ie recorded, condemned a hvm-
dred and eighty of his vasmls to.the flsmes hefame
his departure, on en aconsation of heresy. The dis-
putes between the Emperor Frederic and the Pape
hroke out at the same thme with greater violence
thar ever; and the Christian world was ecandalia~
« bymngthehndofthoehnhbuhgdinhh
own capital.

- "When the erusaders arrived in Syxis, theyfmnd
the Christians in the lewest state of depressiem,
sad the whele conncgmpomhed and desolated
by the conflicts of the Moslem princes, ss-wall
with each other as with the faithful. The limgbll
began their campaign, by revaging the nnnnry ‘of
Damascus and Gaya; but their
% Ister province bad nearly proved ﬁhl-btb
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w usdertook it. Having travelled soverd
through a atrange counlry, thoy at leugeh
<oame to a-aarrow defile, formed- by barren sand
hills. - Here they resolved to repose and refresh

themseives; but in the midst of their carousal, the

heights sround them were covered with. archers ;

showsands of - Saracens were seen rushing frems all

-qaarters ; and the wild ravine in which the Chris-
slans were confined,. and which till now had been

't silent as the grave, re-echoed with the mingled

‘showss of the maltitude and the sbrill peals of the

-Syrian warvmrasic. The crusaders, attacked on all

sides, seemed evidently doomed to destructien;

sad the Duke of Burguady and the Cownt of
immediately prepared to retreat. The

Counte of Bar and Montfort remained

determined 0 await the issue of a combas.. For
-a-considerable time they repelied ali the aseuults of
the enemy ; till the lattar,. feigning to retreat, drew

them frem their position, and the two noblemen,

with mest-of their followers, were either slain ar

taken prisoners. After thie calamitouns event, the
King of Navarre ‘remained s sbort time at Asoy-

Jon; and then resurned w0 Ptolemais. Neo further

-warlike messures were praposed ; snd the expedi-

siow ended by the agresment of the different chiefs

with the Saraten princes,~the Tempiars baviag

formed a treaty with the Sultan of Damascus ; :and

the Hospitallers, the Duke of Burgundy and others,

with the Sultan of Egypt, whe premised them Je-
rusalem in resurn for their alliance. These treaties

-wvere, however, on the point of being broken, by. the
- chivalrous and devout Richard of Cornwall, brother
of Hewry I1L. of England. But the pious intention
-of thisprince to0-effect she more perfect delivery of
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the Holy Land, was resisted by the other Christion
knights ; and he was obliged to: be contens with
having made a pilgrimage rather .than a crusade.
Europe, in the meantime, continned to be equally
disturbed by the struggles of Frederick and Gre-
.gory ; and when the latter died, he left bis suc-
cegeor to pursue & conflict, which was as injurious
to the present peace of the charch,as it was favour-
able to its future reformation. .
Innocent IV. mounted the pontifical throne at
a time when both Europe and Asia were thrown
into the deepest alarm, by the progress of the' Me-
gul Tartars. This barbarous people still retained
the habits of ancient times; but to the plain and
simple. mauners of herdsmen, they added the fierce-
ness ‘and savage customs of constant warfare.
While the different tribes, which- composed this
vast nation, remained separated, either by the neceg-
- sities. of & wandering life, or the animdsities to which
these necessities give rise, the iron-bound desarts of
the North were a sufficient barrier between them
gnd the civilized world. But there is a socisl
principle in humanity, which, under the first cir-
cumstances faveurable to its action, attracts and
-binds men together. Large families of the Tartar
races were thus united ; and the desire of conquest
- g8 well as its necessity, grew with the increasing
number of these tribes. At length, by the donquest
of Constantinople, the mighty partition-wall, under
- which the nations of the East and West had slum-
- bered for centuries undisturbed, fe]l with a fright-
ful crash. From the bleak and immeasurable wilds,
myriads of savage warriors were seen ready arm-
ed for the conflict. Their fierce countenances,
hardy frames, and immense numbers, filled all
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]
men with dismay; and the vatioms cowered un-
der their menaces, as if they possessed no means
of registing such a people. -

The terror which the Moguls occasioned, contti-
bated greatly to preserve the peace of Palestine ;
and the Syrian Christians remained for some time
undisturbed by any of the Saracen princes. Bat,
unfortunately for the faithfal, the Tartare, in ¢he
course of their invasions, had fallen upon the Ca-
razmians, a people inbmbiting the borders of the
Caspian, and had driven them from their eountry.
The exiles, ecarcely less batrburous then their con~
querors, wandered sbout in search of a new set-
tlement, carrying death and devastation in theit
train.  On appreaching Syria, the discord which
prevailed among the Moslems favoured their
arms; and the Swltan of Cairo entered into a league
with them, by which he promised to yield Jerusa~
lem into their bands. The Holy City, unprepared
for defence, was immediately abandoned by the
Christians ; and the Carazmians found in it only &
few sick and aged people, who were unable to e-
scape with their brethren. The greater part of the
conquerors, on seeing this, retired behind the city,
and these who remtined, hoisted the standard of
the croes on the walls and citadel, and rang the
bells of the different churches. The fugitives pad-
sed in their flight at this singular occarrence.
% God!” exclaimed they, “ has bad mercy upon
us, and driven away the barbariene.” Seven theu-
sand of them immediately returned to their hontes,
when the Carazmians started from their retreats,
re-entered the town, end sleughtered, or leaded
with irons, the whele number. Their fary even
oxtended to the dend, u;l thzoy desyroyed the sap-

B
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posed tomb of our Saviour, that of Gudfrey of
Bouillon, and whatever relics they could find of
the saints and martyrs who were buried in the Ho-
ly City. )

: A.tyls. 1244. This melancholy event united ali
parties ; and an army was speedily raised, composed
of both Christian and Mussulman, the command of
which was intrusted to the prince of Emesea, re-
nowned for his valour and prudenece. Having en-
camped in the plains of Ascalon, this General re-
commended that the forces should there await those
of the enemy ; but the Christisns would not hear
of this cautions method of proceeding, and encoun«
tered the Carazmians in the territory of Gaza. Be-
fore the engagement commenced, the forces, kneel-
ing down, .received the benedictions of the priests.
Scareely had they risen from their devotion, when
the enemy advanced, and pourved their. arrows 2-
meng the ranks of the allied troops. Fer a mo-
ament the assault was unresisted. The prinee- of
Jopps, the bravest knight in the army, was under
sentence of excommunication ; and the patriavchs
«of Jerusalem had sternly forbidden him to advanee.
But the time was too precious to be thus.wasted ;
‘and the Bishop of Rama, seeing the situation of
the army, flew to the prince, and exclaimed,
% March! I absolve thee, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoet.”

. From the rising of the sun to its setting, and
shroughout the greater part of the next day, the
battle raged in all the horrors of slaughter; but
8t last, the prince of Emessa fled, and the faithful,
Jeft without his support, found it impoesible to re-
sist the strength of the enemy any longer: Of the
splendid array of knights who had entersd this
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Keld of blood, few remained to tell the tale of their
disasters. The Templars had either all perished, or
were taken prisoners, except thirty-three; of the
Hospitallers only twenty-six escaped ; and of the
Teutenic knights only three survived. Nor was
the loes of the Saracens less severe. Two thoun-
sand of the noblest Moslems were left dead
en the plain, before their retreat; and altoge-
sher above. thirty thousand of the allies are sup-
posed to have fallen by the sword of the Caraz-

misas. -

. Jerusalem bad now again become the posses.
sion of Egypt; and the Carazmians continued
sheir triumpbant march through the neighbour-
ing-provinges. At.the. siege of Joppa, the he-
zoism of other. days was revived in the person of
the prince of that city, who bad- been taken pri-
eoner in the late battle. Placed on a cross, and
shreatened with instant death, if he would not de-
sire the inhabitanta to surrender, he eried to his
people; ¢ It is your duty to defend this Christian
«¢ity, and mine to die for Christ.” The place, how-
ever, was taken, and Gauthier of Brienne perished
under the hands of a barbarous rabble. In little
‘more than a year after this event, the Sultan of Cairo
broke his engagements with the Carazmiaus; and
she Saracen princes forming a strong junction with
him- against thete barbarians, they were finally
deiven out of Byria. Bat the Holy City remained
in the hands of the Sultan ; and the loss the Chris-
tians bad sustained in the battle of Gaza prevented
sheir attempting any measures for its recovery.
New tribes of Tartars; also,- continued to harrass
-+hé country. with their invasions, and the whole land
was-invelved in gloom. .. : Co
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The distress sud anxiety which depressed the
states of Europe were scarcely less afflicting. The
.cantest between the Pope and his epposents bad
campelled the former to seek safety in flight ; and
having taken refuge in Lyons, he called a gewersl
councilin that city, to eonsider what measures should
be taken for reatoring peace to the Christian church.
"Fhe Emperor of Constantinople, the Bishop of Be
‘ and other distingtished prelates, and depa-
ties from nearly all the princes of Europe, were
present at this aseembly. Previous to its being
.opened, a meeting was held 1o settle some pointe,
prepacatory to. the general debate, whea the repres
sentative of - Frederic sssured the Pope of thé de-
termination of his master to ebey all the com-
mands of the church ; and offered, as his gueran.
teas, the Kings of England and France. Bat
Innocent rejected with disdain promises which
bad been so ofien broken ; and at the opening of
the council, he compared the miseries of Cheisten:
dom to the five wounds of Christ on ‘the eross
which he enumerated in the following order: The
irruption of the Tartere ; The schism of the Greelw;
The invasion of the Carazmians; The progress of
heresy; And the persecutions which he seffered
from Frederic. Mutual reeriminations now teok
place between the Pope and Thaddeus, the friend
sad eloguent representative of the Emperor; bmt
the attention of the asmembly was st length rarsed:
from this furious dispate to the sitwation of Jerw-
salem and Constantinople. The accouns given of
the condition of these citice moved the hearts of
all presest, and a crusade wae proclaimed in the
ususal mannar, those whe sheuld embark in i being
assured of the benedxcnom of the church, and of
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all the privileges bestowed onﬂmrpmdemors
in the sacred cause.

The deputies of Frederic bad requested the
Pontiff to allow them a fortnight to make their
master acquainted with his will. At the end of
that time, the council was again assembled ; but
the Emperor refused any farther to humble him-

self. Thaddeus, therefore, conld only deprecate
the vengeance of the Pope, till another and more
numerous assembly might be called; but his pro-
position was unattended to, and the andience a-
wgited in terror the resolution of Innocent, Hav-
ing -made some preliminary observations in a tone
of: patarnal tenderness, bis voice suddenly changed.
« ] sm, said he,. the vicar of Jesus Christ: Whas
L bind on earth is. beund. in heaven ; and, in con-
formity with the will of the chureh, I pronounce
Frederic guilty of sacrilege and beresy ; of felony
med, pexjury ;- excommunicated snd cast from the
ompire. I absolve. all from their oaths who bave
sworn allegiance to him. . I forbid-them, under
pein of excommunication, te obey him. I desire
algp,. the eleators to choose a new Emperor, re~
sarving the disposition of Sicily to myself.” Ter
wof struck. the deputies of Frederic at this denun-
ciation, “ O day of wrath and evil! O terrible
day ! cried Thaddeus, “ Now may the heretics
&mmph, snd the Tartars possess the world !” The
- eopnei] was concluded with the Te Deum; and
Inngcept exclaimed, “ I have done my dnty; but
&od. do his will.” The Emperor heard of his
aexcommynication with the most violent indigna-
tign ; and putting on his crown, bid defiance to
the. Pontiff and bis threats.

H
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CHAPTER XI..

LOUIS IX. AND THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH clUsADlS.-—D!A’l'l.
OF LOUIS.——FINAL EXPULSION OF THE FRANKS,==CONCLUSION.

" A. D. 1246. Tur ambition, passion, or.re-
solution of Innocent, had thrown all Europe
into agitation. Italy, Germidny, and England; suf-
fered the heaviest' calamities from his fatal de-
fence of the church; and Prance owed to thé
piety and enthusiasm of her monsrch, the privilege
of accomplishing the new crusade. Louis 1X,
whose devotion obtained him the title of Saint
possessed by pature the noblest qualities of huwe-
nity; and the virtues which he exhibited from the
earliest period of his reign, had gained him the unis
Yersal veneration of his people. A dangeronstin-
Jady, which seized him a short time béfore the
Council of Lyons, threatened his life ; and having
fallen into a deep sleep, his atfendants concleded
that he was dead. He gradually, however, -gave
sigus of returning animation ; and the firet words
he uttered were to demand the cross, and to take
the vow of the crusade. His recovery was
garded as a ‘miracle; but when he renewed-thé
declaration of his intentions respecting the Hoby
Land, his mother Blanche, the princes and pré<
lates of the kingdom, implored him 6 desist frodd
such a perilous enterprise ; and were only allenced
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his' assuring them, that he had been commnd-
in 8 vision, by a Divine voice, to deliver Jora-
salem. Louis then summoned a parliament, at
which seversl of his principal barons sgreed to
follow him to Syris. His three royal brothem
wmofthnnumber and these noblemen amd

Princes were joined in the vows they made by
their wives, who were permraded to this messure

as well by the example of Queen Margaret, as by
their affection. Besides the public exertions which
Louis employed to effect kis Jdesigns, he used all
his private and personal mhenoewtbemepms,
poss. Having o bestow, according to an ancient
owstom, & pecalisr kind of robe upon his comr
tiess, he ordered crosses to be privately embroider-
ed on the maatles, s that when his friends re-
ceived them, they foand themselves invested with
a badge, which their regard for the King, and
their chivalrous idess, wonld met permit them to
remove. DBus neither the emthusiasms nor popuis-
rigy of Louis could blind the eyes of his most faith-
ful admirers to the danger of his enterprise. The
gawea- mother, Blaache, contiuned to urge every ar-

with which ber maternsl solicitadeand good

oo made a lass appeal to bis feelings, and

hiss to consider the misery into which she sheuid
be thrown by bis departare, which would be to hew
the mme as his death ; the danger his states would
ingar by being left withous the sovereigm, sod,
Marsting iute a passionate fload of tears, she con~
claded by likening his undevtaking to the sucrifice
of Iane which God saved Abrabam from making,
Louis embraced his methes, and with a voice rens
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dered cslm by the intemsity of his devotion, he re-’
peated his unalterable determination to fulfil his.
vows. The queen and her attendants now ceased
to oppose his will, and the preparations for the ex-
pedition were carried on with redoubled vigour,
Frederic now implored the mediation of Louis with
the Pope, to effect a reconciliation, but in vain;
and the disturbed state of affairs in Englaud preveat-
ed her from assisting in the design. France was
thus left to complete it by her own resources, and
the devotion of her monarch bad ample exercise
in overcoming the obstacles which opposed .them-
selves to his wishes. One of the most interesting
of the incidents related respecting the preparations
for this crusade, is that aspirit of deep bumility
and charity powerfully affected the principal per-
sons engaged in the enterprise. Acts of the great-
est benevolence were performed by .the barens as
their best preparations for the danger they were to
encounter. Some who had been notorious. for in-
justice and oppreesion, restored what they had
gained to the rightfal possessors, and others, among
whom was the Sire Joinville the ,excellent chro-
nicler of Saint Louis, assembled their vassals, snd
besought them to pardon whatever affronts or in-
juries they had received at their bands. Mouss-
teries and hospitals were raised at the expense of
these piouns warriors, and this enthusiasm of chari-
ty was crowned by the benevolence and justice of
Louis, who employed the last days preeeding his

ure in examining the situation of the king-
dom, placing men of .probity in all sitdations of
trust, and correcting public abuses of every kind. .
. A.D.:1248. The most.profound tranguillity
reigned throughout the kingdom, and all classes.of



- AND THE CRUSADES. 805
~people seemed inspired with the same deep feelinig
of devotion. Processions were continually passing
through the streets, and hymns and loud acclam-
ations of holy joy filled the air. At the Abbey of
Saint Denis, Lonuis received the ‘standard of the
cross from the hauds of the Legate, and heard mass
for'the last time in the cathedral of Notre Dame,
after which he bade adieu to the capital amid the
- prayers and lamentations of his subjects, and re-
paired to Corbeil, where his mother and his wife
awaited him. He then gave the reins of government
to Blanche, and after two days more of religious
preparation, commenced his journey. At Lyons
Louis received the blessing of the Pope, and again
vainly endeavoured to make peace for Frederic.
He next proceeded to Aigues-Mortes, where a
fleet of a hundred and ' twenty ships awaited him,
and immediately embarked, all the crusaders join-
ing in the anthem of Veni Creator Spiritus, as the
vessels left the shore. The ‘French knights, un-
‘accustomed to sea, expressed their terror at being
ecomymittéd to the uncertain waters ; but the fleet
arrived safely at Cyprus, where the King and his
followers again disembarked.

Here Henry, the King of Cyprus, and lately en-
dowed with the title of King of Jerusalem by the
Pope, received Louis with great honour, and con-
ducted him to-his capital. Having already deter-
mined to proceed to Syria the following spring, he
employed every argument to persaade Louis to de-
‘fer ‘his own departure till that time; to which
“the King, " unfortunately,’. consented; for during

the stay of the army in Cyprus, luxury and

ficentiousness corrupted the bravest of his compa-

‘nions, A pestilence; which also raged at the same
VOL. 1I. 2c¢
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time, out &fF two hundsei and fifty ; and the lrwas,
having exhausted sheir money, were mow tlment-
ened with ‘the towml desertion -of sheir fellowam.
- Joinville confeases himeelf 40 have hoaw ‘in thiswi-
‘tuation; but he wss relieved by the liberalisy of
L.ouis, who gave him eight hundred lvros, to pey
-the sums-due to his lmights. Great «disputes-were
.8t the same time agitated -between the -different
.patties of Templars, Hoepitallers, and Lialiane se-
.sembled in the island ; and Louis with difienity
- prevented 8 civll wer. -Oceourrences, hewever, of
.a Uifferent nature served to distract the .atiention
..of the disputants fiom’ mutual recrimination. An
~ombassy, esid to have been sent by a Tarar
-prines, declaring :his own conversien and thes-of
‘the great JKihan to Christianity, struck s Cypres
with astonishment ; but it .waes .never fully deter-
~mined, whether the .whale sffair was not a fabrics-
. gion.of somemenks. Theunfortunate Empress of
Lonatantinopleslev arrived in-the island asn fugitive
.and suppliant for charity; but all other oljects.of at-
tention were Jest-sightef;when lesters wereseesired
by Leuis from the GGrandmesters of the Hospiwllers
.and Templars, advising him to-entarintonegesintions
.vof peace with.she Sultan of Acris. The strangest
.Andignation wes:expressetl, both by the King-and
.éhis followers, .at the mention of meh a measnre ;
_and.a fleet baving heen agrin asegmbled, the army
.wof -Louis and the King of Cypras emberked a fow
~Bays -before Rentecost. A wialens storm, which
~drove many of the voesels on -the Syrizn.cemt,
-contpelled Louis to put-hack ; -but the loss;hedad
: sustained by the tempest, wasamply repaired.by the
«axrival-of William of Salisbury, with -twe_hundred
Eoglish knights, and ether wearions from Censian
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tinsple, The ssils were therefore: aguin set ; and-
ak.the end of four days, the. towers of Damietier
appewred in sight.. The various chiefs then en--
Mﬂnohlpon beard of which was the- sove.
reign; sad having received his exhertations te
unity and coursge, they sl embreeed, and: vowed -
to follow him 10 the luss.
<&, v 1349, Melek-Salch Negmeddin, the pre-
sent Sultsn of Cairo, ‘bad taken the wisest pre-
cantion for the dafenee of his domimions agminet -
the crasaders; snd the fleet having been recom--

twoeps. - At the head of these farcen was the cole~
beeted warvier Takreddin, -who, cled im brillians
armenr, looked like the sarrin his strength, * while:
the. Nile was covered with - the Saracen flset ; and
the wide emtent of sea and laud reseunded with

the soyal vessel, av to whether the descent should
he: mmedintely atiempied, or deferred tilk the arv
rivak of & purt.of the floet' dispersed by the storm.
The former measwe was determined wpon ; and
the uexs day, the treeps bogan to disembark amid’
showers of the enemy’s srrows. Louis, whow his.
atendants in vain endeavoured te restenin, lesped
froos .his galley inte the ses, which reached to M
shaulders. Covering himself with bis buclder; and
with sword in haed, . he rushed towarde the shore,
shonting * Mont Joie Sain¢-Denis! * He gained
the lend in- safesy, and -insmntly fell o his knees,

e . ® Jeinsifle.:
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augd retursed thanke 30 heawen, - The trdops,.im--
patient to follow him,. soon joined bis.standard;
the two armies and fleeta joined hattle without de-
lay.; and vicsary, both by sea snd land, rewarded
the valour aud piety of the crusaders. The desth
of; the Sultan, who had been some time sick, was
at this time reported to the vanquished Moae-
lems. Their spirits, already subdued by defeas,
were entirely broken by this intelligence.'. Tak-
reddin fled with his whole army ; Damietta was
also forsaken by the garrison; and the nexs- dax
its deserted streets ware filled by the triumphant
crusaders. The Sultan, who still lived, pusished
many of the fugitivea with death for their-coward-
ice; and the victory of the Christians spread. dis~
may throughout Egyps. . L.ouis, in the mean time,
divided Damietta.and its terrifory among the three -
chief orders of kuights; apd the.wership -of. the -
Saviour was sgain established in the chusches.. -
 Malek Saleh. Negmeddin, symmoning all. the
little strength which remained to him, removed o
Mansonrab, where he reviewed his fowces,.and
eudeavaured to restere. discipline. While he was
thus exerting himeelf, the Christiane allowed their
engigy to be dimivished by inaction, and the enex-
vating influence of the climate.. Disputes also, of
a.dangerous kind, arose. respecting the division of
the boaty ; and. gaming and every species of licen- .
tigysness prevailed throughout the camp. The su-
thority of the King was every day. less respectad ;
and, to increase the confusion, parties of. Caraz- -
miaps. and Bedouin Arabs were . coustantly..on
the watch, to surprise the crusaders who ventured .
out of their quarters in search of spoil. The
loss of Sidom, which.fell into the hands of the
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Primee of Damasacun, and the ntel of Negmeddin,
nﬁimmdﬂemc'dn and their
presperity seemed to be rapidly deckinimy. At
this momeat, Yowever, whea the prospeet of Louie
was mest gleomy, his spirits wese restored by the
sarival of his-brothes, the Count of Poictiers, whe
hind been long expected, smd had escaped the pe--
rils of a mest tempestuous voyage, munb‘pul
for manmer. The remforcement which the army
thus received rendered the crusaders impationt to<
comuenacs operstions sgainet the enemy ; a vown-
ot was therefore summencd, sad, sfier varions
measares had been discwased, the dangerous mes~
sare was adopted of an immedinte descent wpen-
A. D. 1250. Leaving a garrisen in Demietta,
with the Queen and the other ladies, the army,.
consisting -of about sixty thousamd men, prooved-
ed to Pharescous, where it encamped. Negmed--
din died at this time, but his Sultana wisely can-
tioned the Ewmirs to coacesl the event from bothw
bis subjects and the Christiane. Her counsel was
followed ; but the new Sultan, mistrusting biss
strength, sent sambassadors to the eruseders, te-
offer verms of peace. They rejected the propesi=
thom, 98 they had dowe others of the same kind i
the lifetime of Negmeddin, and comtinwed their
march to Mansoursh. Five bhundred Moeleme,.
who eadeavoured to surprise the Templars dumg
the route, fell victims to their own perfidy ; snd-
the Christiuns formed their encampment near the-
ennal of Aschmoum Thenah, on the site occupied:
by Jolm of Brieans, when he suffered the disas-
wrous defest in the previens crussde. The Sars-
eons wore encamped on.dn;oppooitooidoof:lw
2c
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csnal, to pass which, the Christians had té formy w-
dike and causewny ; but their labours were every
hour counteracted by the vigilance of the: enemy.
A month was passed in these useless endeavours,

and in that time they suffered groatly from the as-
sanits of the Mosleme, who, pouring their showers:
of Greek fire into the camp, repeatediy threatened -
the whole army with destruction. Takreddin was :
as the head of the forces thus opposed to the cru-

saders, and Lonis began almost to despair of pass-

ing the lake. The treachery, however, of a Sara--
cen renegade, relieved him from his doubtful situ-:
ation. Under the guidance of this man, the army

oemmenced itsplssugeataford,ahomhalfaleaguo;
distant from its former position; and the Count:

of Artois, the brother of Louis, resisting the cau.

tions of the King, led his divisien at once across:

the stream. A perty of the enemy who attempt-

ed to oppose him was speedily defeated ; the Count,.
inflamed by success, refused to awsit the jumetion

of the remaining forces, and fellowed the flyimg

enemy ; he reached the camp of Takreddin just ss

the chief bad left the bath; mounting bis home

almost naked, the Emir mtantly led his followers

into the field; but his valour was exercised-in

wain ; the Christians rode trinmphant through the

eamp ; and he fell, after exhibiting the noblest ins:

stances of hereism.

Not content with the ncw-y thus nddedyob—
tmned, the Count determined to. continue the pur-
suit of the enemy, who was rapidly fleeing to~
wards Mansoursh. The conquerors ‘entered the
town without resistances and while a part of them
pursued their route 10 Cairo, the rest remained. to
pillage the city. But suddenly the Serscens diss
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covered the smaliness of the force before which
they had fled ; and, rallying under the chief Bibars.
Bondoedar, they flew upon the Christians, intent
on their spoil, and massacred them withont mercy.:
The main body of the army was in the mean time.
pessing the stream, which it succeeded in doing 3
but on reaching the shore, the troops were assailed-
by: several parties of Moslems; and soon after, the
whole Seracen army appeared in sight. Louis,
clethed in magaificent armour, attracted the admi-
ration of the forees by his majestic port, his golden
helmet, and his burnished German sword. The
skill, however, of Bondocdar, enabled his troops.
to resist the impetuous charge of the Franks, whe
were at length obliged to retreat towards the
canal. Louis at this moment was surround-
ed by six Moslem warriors; but, freeing him-
self frew their swords, his troops again rallied, and
renewed the combat. The chevaliers, who had:
badtemed to the assistance of the Count of Ar-.
tois, found him ready to perish amid a hest of faes ;
amd their heroic fidelity quickly placed them in
ogqual peril. The battle had commenced at ten in
the morning, and it continued till three in the af-
ternoon, when the Christians entered Mansourah ;
but, . before this time, the Count of Artois, the
Lord of Salisbury, and the greater part of the
Hospitallers and Templars, lay dead ou the field..
The crussders had thus dearly purchased their
_trinmph, and their minds were ﬁlled with gloomy
' apprehmhnc for the fature.

: The slofence they had made against the invaders
yutly alevated the spirits of the Saracens, who
bad et first regarded them as invincible. At nighs
théy attacked the encampment, but were repulsed.
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Not depreseed, however, by this alight idefens,
Bendocder prepared for s genersl batile, and ea
Ash-Wedaesday the twe ammies were again em-

Louis and his brothers, the Coums of.
Anjou and Pdictiers, performed . prodigies of va.
bour in this battle ; sheir.bravery: was seconded by
that of the troope, and victory erowned theis of-
forts. In writing to bis friends in Eurepe, Lewia
anly modestly said, « The firss Wedneaday im
Leat, the eamp was sttacked by all the: Moslom
forces; God declared for the Fremch, -and the ine
fidels were repuleed.” But shu trismph produced
little real good to the crusaders ; and sickness, can-
sed by the putrefaction of the nemberiess bedies
left unburied, spread through the army. The pese
tilence, which tiad carried off severnl of the beso
warriors, at length seized Louis binisell ; and: the
distress, occasioned by the contagion, was incrensed
by the constant sttacks of the new Suitan Almo-
adam, and still more by the waut of stores, which
shortly added the misexies of famine to those al-
ready suffered. Louis at lest consented to demand
8 truce ; but the Sultan requirmg that the King
himself should be the hostage for its fulfilments, the
negotiation was abruptly coucluded ;. snd no hops
of safety now remained, but in attempting to re+
paes the lake. The passage was effected, but the
Christians were still exposed to the attacks of the
enemy, and were too muech weakened by disesss
%0 resist them. A further retveat, thercfore, to
Damietta was decided upon, and part of the forces
began to embark in the veseels which awuited them
outhe Nile. Nothing, however, could persesde Louin
10 leave the shore, till the whole of his army should
be safe from the enemy. The bishops, the ehiefs,.
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amd-even-the commdnest of the eoldiees, besought

him, -with tears, to save himself without delay;

but he continued to resist their entreaties, and re-

mained seated on'his charger, thongh almost faint~

ing frow the effects of his sickness, watching

the: retreat .of the treops, and retaining around

him onlya few.chevaliers who refused to depart.

Sesceely bad the march begun, when the Saracens -
were seen close in their rear; and, in the nighs,.
great. nambers.of the Christians fell in the unequal -
cenfliot. The vessels, on board of which were the rest
of: she:crusaders, wese in- the mean time attscked
by the, Egyptian. fleet ; .and- these fugitives shared
the .same fate as their brethren on land. Lonis,
after agreat many escapes, at length reached the vil-
lage Minieh. The ehewalier Gaucher de Chatillon
reinained at-his side, and fell in defending him a~
geinst the. Moslems, who pursued .him inte the
town. The remainder of the guard, baving taken
is pasition. on a- bill, resisted. for some time the
approach of the aseailants ;. but finding it impossi~
e 40 defend themselves mnch longer, their leader
eans ta.request Louis to desire a truce. The. King
cpnsented, and the Moslem chief was on the point
«of -aceepting the terms proposed, when an unfor-.
thuste-expression of fear escaping one of the sol-
iers prepest, the. guard threw down their arms,
sed the Emir, declaring.he wonld make no truce
with the yanguished, the Saracens rushed into Mi-
nieh, seized the pious and unfortunate Lonis, and
.immediately loaded him with irons. As soon as this
satastropbe was‘known, the crysaders, both those an
land, and those in the vessels, thought no longer
of defepding themselves. Thoueands fell under the
swords of the infidels, and those who were spared
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were only saved to ‘underge: the: um
tremtment.

- Qur space would fail ws in W“b
seribe the calamities which fellowed these oventar:
Leouis was cenveyed down she: Nile: to Mansoms
reh in trimwph, and was clesely confined. i the.
heuse of the Suitan’s secretasy. Not she smsils
est comfort was afforded bims. in his prison; amd:
the only thing he bad presesved of. all he pos~
sessed, was a.book of puslms. Withithia be sens
soled himeolf in his sufferings, and mo exprussion:
of either sager or impatienre eseaped his meuth..:
His vesignution filled his enemies with astemisby«:
ment, which was at lmt converted. inte pisy. The-
thamhnﬁi:wmﬂub-, sod mﬂ
bim to a feast ; but attentions were :
Aan effer of liberty was tln-made/hmoncndw
tion of his surrendering Damiotta. This ako wwms:
refwed ; and though threats of the most vielens.
tostures were then resorted to, he remained fined:
in his reselution to comprowise neither his di
nor the Chuistian cause. S—Mo&um—h
te the captive wurriors with like effect. Of thes
inferior prisoness hundreds were destroyed by
drowning in the Nile, or by the: swosd; otherm
saved themselres by embracing Mabhemetanism, and
some were allowed to purchase their freedom. -

We must net forges to mention, tha she Quesrs
was thrown into such deep afiliction st the tids
ings of her husband’s captirity, shas it beoughs ow
premature labour. Naming the child Tristsn, im
memory of her grief, the enly hope she now chon
rished was to die before the euemy.oould appronchs
Damietts ; but in order to securs her sefaty from:
Mod@mwdm-bocdumofhmw
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- falrfellowars 10 her.side,.and with wany tesrs con-
jured him to promise that he would perfarm for.ber
- ame aolemn.raquast. Having assered her.of bis rea-
- Alimoss 10 execute the cammund, whatever it might
yb& abe then made him swear that be would put
Jor-to.death the moment the enemy should sater
the town; & duty, howevar, wbich the f&thﬁxl

- mervant was never called to perform.

What no pringiples of mescy er juatice.counld in-
cdase the Saltan to grant, he was.compelled to of-
foc, by the danger with which the -seditious apirit
-of the Emirs, and the rivalry of she otber Saracen
-painces, threatened his suthority ; and his wisest
meuon baving persuaded him to give:the King

- his liberty on any terms that might be safe. Lonis,
. in-the mean.time, had received iatelligence that Da-
..miette muat speedily survender ; ho replied to the
.:Baltan, that if the Queenwould consent, he wonld
give ap the town ; remarking, to the astonishment
«f the Moslew, that.she was his wife, and shat he
wonld do nothing .contrary to her .will. The
. .smeney which was demanded of him he also can-
.mented:to give, bat mot for his.own ransom ; ob-
.apeving, that a King might redeewm his -aubjects,
but not himself formoney. The tveaty, howevar,
was hazdiyagreed upon'when 2 powerful conspirasy
weas formed againet Almoadam, the ‘Spltan. Am
.interview was.appointed to take place between him
..and Louis at Pharescour, whither he,proceeded, the
-peisoners heing-at the same time.conveyed thither
in,galleys. The day afier his arival, ho gave &
_-smngnifiesnt feast t0.his. Emizs ; whan the
- tov%;, with an emiesary of the Caliph of Bagdad at
their head, fell upon him as scon es he .appeared
in public. Hawing sought zefuge in.a tower which
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" was instantly set on fire, he again took to flight,
but fell in the attempt to escape, imploring in vain,
for mercy. At last, making a violentplunge from
the hands of his enemies, he rushed, all bloody from
wounds, into the lee, in the waters of which he
perished ; dying, it was remafked by the Ambs
by fire, by water, and the sword.

The King and his fellow-pmoners expected, - in

" deep anxiety, the issme of this event to them-

- selves ; and it was with no little surprise and joy
that they found the revolted Emirs, after the first
expression of passion, disposed to treat them with
respect and attention. It'has been even said, that
they offered to make Louis Sultan of Egypt, which,
if it proves nothing else, is sufficient to indicate
the feelings which they evinced in his favour, The
Sultana, however, who had shown so much wis-
dom on the death of the former -prince,  was ulti-
mately elected to the throne; and, after several
debates, it-was determined to act-aecording to the
principal articles of the truce alresdy concladéd
‘with the Christians. But a strong obstacle, after
every preliminary was settled, still existed to the
completion of these arrangements. Louis, on be-
ing desired to swear to their fulfilment, refesed to
take the oath required. The Emirs, on this, again

‘ threatened him- and his companions with -death,
or an endless captivity; and all the barons and
-ecclesiastics implored him to forego his scruples.
But nothing could make him act in contradictién
-to his conscience ; and after some tlme, the Bnirs
consented to receive his simple promise, obse:

that he was- the haughtiest Christian that- ba.d’

~ been seen in the East.

The greatest anxiety prevailed in Damem dn-
ring the night previous to its being surrendered;
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and some of the inbabitants appeared inclined to
resist the King's command. But the murmurs of
. the Moslems, and the persuasions of the deputies
sent by Louis, induced them:to retire without con-
fusion; and the Queen, together with her- at-
tendants, and all the inhabitants, but those who
were too infirm to be removed, embarked in the
veasels which awaited them. The conquerors then
took possession of the city, and celebrated their
victory by the most barbarous treatment of the
.sick and aged Christians who were left behind.
In the moment of exultation, they even proposed
-to break their faith with the King, and put him
and all his followers to death. The ships were
accordingly ordered back to Pharescour ; but one
.of the Emirs representing to the rest, that they
would not only be dishonouring themselves by
.such a measure, but would be losing the ransoms
-of the captives, his counsel was, after some lit-
.tle time, obeyed ; and the prisoners being cen-
veyed to Damietts, the stipulated sum for their
freedom.was paid ; and the King was permitted to
.pvoceed to Prolemais, which he reached in safety.
. A,D.1251. The misery they had endured in
this disastrons campaige had reduced the crusaders
$o the lowest degree of wretchedness. They ware
emacisted in body, and broken in spirit. Witheut
money or clothes, they were indebted to the cha-
xity of the citizens of Ptolemais for the commen
necessaries of life. A pestilence which broke out
among them soon after, carried numbers to the
grave ;. and others, setting out on their journey
bome, perished almost immediately after their de-
parture. While things were in this deplorable con-
dition, Louis received lesters from his mother, in-
VOL. 1L 2D
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forwing him of the misery. into: which the.news of
his captivity had threwn all Framee, of the -
tempts which the King of England wes making en
Wiw territories, and of the distuvbed state of Ea-

repé in general ; at the eame time imploting’ him
to return without delsy.

Leuis sssembled the chiefs, to consuit with shem
on-what measares it would be right te purene under
theee eircuimatances. His brotlier, and the greatest
warriors present, with the exception of the Cowst
of Joppa, and Joinville, strengly advised his revurs,
The King hiaving hedrd the opinion of each in his
tarn, dismissed them, and convened the assembly
agwin om the Sunday fellowmg He now declared
his determination to centinwe for some time longer
in Syvia, but freed all who desired to retarn from
their engagements. His brothers, and seversl of
‘the-barons, sscepted this offer; and' speedily bade
M fnewall leaving' him busily engaged in pre-
mtms for his better defence against the mﬁdeli.

for him,. discerd veigned.in Egypts
‘ibeSnlmbnd beon deposed, and tho Sultan of
Aleppo aitd Damascus effered to utiite with him
sgainisy Egypt.  Giving, bowever, almost the first
example: among the erusaders of a-religious regurd
. to-truth, in respect to treaties; ha refused the prd-
poeal till he should know whether the Egyptians
would fulfil their part-of the arrangement. He
glevordingly sent an ambassador to Caire, demand-
ing the ¥ of all the Christinne still detained
in captivity. Two hundred knights recovered
their liberty by this resvlwtion of the King; but
soveval: h::ldmd still remained: to: bm ths-m
speews of slavery.
"A.D. 1252, The cendition of affairs in Eu-
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sope was such, that Leuis sought in vain fer snc-
cours, either from his own country, er any other:
sate. A few warriors joined him at different pe-
riods ; and Frederic, who died about this tims;
left a large sum .of maney to assist the expedition.
Bat the Pope retained his enmity against the suc-
cessors of Frederic, and Christendom thus conti-
nued te be ggitated in the sasme manner as fors

. Heary IIL took the cress, but never ins
tended to embark in the war. The enly sppear.
sace of any readiness to assist Lenis in his diss
tress, was exhibited by & multitude of the lower
orders in France, who traversed the country nndur
the gnidance of an entbusiast, named, from the
ocountry of his birth, the Master of Hungarys but
their fervour was speedily converted into wild
licentiousness ; and these shepherds or pasters; as
they called themselves, were st last purswed,
sad punished as banditti. So badly was the
piety of Louis seconded, that even the kaights
who were with him set an exorbitant price oa
their services, and he was thus obliged to desist
frewm any measure of difficulty or importance. It
is worthy bowever of mention, that about this time
he received an embassy from the Old Man of the
Mountain. The Assassins desired to know why he
bad not sent their master presents and tokens of
respect, as many of the greatest monparchs bad
done before him. Louis deferred answering till
the Grand Masters of the Hospitallers and Tem- .
plars were present in the couneil ; and sach, it ap-
pears, was the known power of those dignitaries,
that the deputies now bebaved with the most pro-
found respect, and their chief, shortly after, sent
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bim many splendid presents, together with a shirt
and a ring, as tokens of his eternal friendship. *
The Sultan of Damascus, who had commenced
war against Egypt, now sought by every means
to acquire the alliance of Louis; and when the
latter had visited Nazareth and other places of
celebrity, he invited him to enter Jerusalem.
But the barons protested against it, observing,
that it would be setting an example for Christian
warriors to visit the Holy City as pilgrims, when
they should only enter it as conquerors. Shortly
after this, the Emirs of Cairo agreed to restore all
the prisoners to liberty, as the King had desired;
and, as he had further stipulated, the children de-
tained in bondage, and the heads of the faithful
who had been slain in captivity. It was proposed,
that as soon as the treaty was confirmed, the two
armies should unite, and proceed to the attack of
the other Mussulman princes. For this purpose,
Louis proceeded to Joppa, where the junction
was to take place. But after waiting for several
months, he heard that the Caliph of Bagdad had
procured the reconciliation of the Egyptian Emirs
with the Sultan of Damascus, and that the forces
of all Syria and Egypt were leagued against him.
He had scarcely returned to Ptolemais, when the
Sultan of Damascus besieged it with his army,
demanding the sum of fifty thousand pieces of
gold as its ranson. The want of provisions, how-
ever, obliged him for the present to retreat, and
Louis was left to take the best mesasures for his
defence against his future attacks. ‘
While he was intent on repairing the fortifica-

* Joinville,
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tious of the few cities which remained in the hands
of the Christians, an unexpected misfortane great.
ly damped his hopes of success. The walls of
Sidon were agsin nearly in a state of repair, when
a tribe of Turcomans surprised the workmen, and,
eptering the town, pat all the inhabitants to the
sword. They then retreated to Paneas, whither
Louis pureuned them, and compelled them to retire
with great loss.  After this victory he hastened to

- Sidon, the roads leading to which were strown
with the bodies of its unfortunate defenders. As
they lay putrifying in the sun, the pious monareh
desired the soldiers and some of the ecclesiastics
to give them the rites of burial ; but all shuddered
et the idea of touching them ; when Louis, leap~
ing from his horse, took one of them up in his
arms, and exclaimed, “ Let us give a litile duss
to these martyrs of Christ!”

In order to complete the repairs necessary a¢
Sidon, the King determined to remain there, and
superintend the works himeslf; but before they
weve finished, intelligence arrived, which at ones
put a stop to his proceedings, and changed the
whole carrent of his thoughts. The Legate of the
Pope baving aanounced that he bad an event of
importance to communicate, Louis led him inte
his chapel, where the prelate revealed to him the
melancholy news of his mother's death. The King,
as soon a3 he heard this mcelhgsnce, set up a cry
of agony ; but shortly after bursting into a flood of
toars, he flung himself before the altar, and ex-
claimed, ] thank thoe, O God, for baving given me
80 good & mother: it was a manifestation of thy

mercy ; you now take her back as your own. You
know that I loudherabov%dlmnm; but let
2p
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thy will be done, O Lord ! blessed be thy name
for ever and ever | ” He then dismissed the Legate
and the Archbishop of Tyre, who had entered the
chapel with them, and remained alone with his
confessor, reciting the service of the dead, in which
employment he passed two days without seeing
any oune but his chaplain. .
A.D. 1254. Blanche was the sole support of
the government, and her death rendered it an im-
perative duty on Louis immediately to retarn
home.. Having consulted with his followers on
the subjéct, they were unanimous in advising his.
departure ; and the clergy, who, by the King’s or-
der, put up prayers in the church for divine direc-
tion, were equally urgent in giving the same coun-
sel. Convinced by these persnasions, as well as
by his own conscience, that it was truly his duty
to bid farewell for the present to the Holy Land,.
he. embarked at Ptolemais in the month of April,
carrying with him his wife, his three children born.
since his arrival in Palestine, and all his followers,
except one hundred knights, whom he left to as-
sist the faithful. During the voyage .they were
several times in danger of shipwreck ; but in the
hours of extreme.danger, the King encowraged all
ou board to trust in Providence, showing such
calmness, resignation, and devotion himself, that
he filled every beart with resolution, and a sense
of holiness. The fleet £inally anchored near.
the Isles of Hieres, whence Louis pursued his
Jjeurney to Paris.. Before entering . the capital, ha.
offered up his thanksgiving at the altar of St Denis 3,
and the day following, & numerous. assemblage of
prelates and barons escorted. him into the city.
While Louis was employing himself in making .



AND THE CRUSADES. 323
the circuit of his dominions, dispensing charities
and improving the laws, the Christians of Ptole-
mais were suffering greatly from the dissentions of
the different parties who possessedauthority in the
city. The Hospitallers and Templars, the Ge-
noese and Pisans, waged eontinual war with
each other respecting their rights ; and all ideas of
the public defence being forgotten in their private
disputes, the faitbfal were exposed as ready vic-
tims to the first assault of their enemies. But the
continual changes which took place in the govern-
ment of Egypt, and the jealousy with which the Sa-
racen princes watched the proceedings at Cairo,
preserved them from any immediate danger ; and
the Moguls appearing about this time in Egypt
and Syria, they obtained the protection of that
powerful people. , This alliance was speedily brok-
en by an attack of the Christians on some villages
subjected to the Tartars ; and in defending them-
selves against their wrath, they increased it, by kil-
ling the son of the chief. The Moguls now began
to ravage the country, and were every day expect-
ed at Ptolemais ; but an army of Egyptians arriv-
ed there before them ; and peace being concluded
between the Christians and Mamelukes, the com-
bined forces gained a decisive victory over the
Tartars, and drove them out of Syria.

A. D. 1265. This victory was no sooner ob-
tained than the Egyptians exercised the greatest
cruelty against their allies. The Sultan, who endea-
voured to restrain his soldiers from their viola-
tion of the truce, lost his life in the attempt, being
sssassinated by the famous Bibare Bondocdar, whe
was immediately proclaimed his successor. It was
not . long before the worst fears of the Christians
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were realized. Collecting a vast army, Bibars en-
tered Palestine, and proceeded to Nazareth. Terri«
fied at his menaces, the faithfnl desired to make
peeca; but he despised their overtures, set fire to
the principal church, and, pursuing his desolating
couree across the country, arranged his forces
round the walls of Ptolemais. Failing, however,
to surprise that city as he bad expected, be suc-
cessivaly laid siege to, and took Ceseerea and Ar-
souff ; after which he returned te his capital, and
had the satisfaction to receive ambassadors from
France, Spain, and other countries, soliciting a
peace for the Christians which he proudly refused
to grant.
A.D. 1267. Havipg recruited his forces, the
Sultan resumed the war, and ravaged the country
about Tyre, Tripoli, and Peolemais, gnd then laid
siege to the fortress of Sepber, situated abeus fit-
teen leagues from Ptolemais, and belonging to the
Templars. After an obstinate contest, he succeed-
ed in reducing it. The garrison were sssured of
their Jives and liberty if they snrrendered; but the
Moslem broke his pramise the moment they were
in his power; and these who would not renounce
their religion, were either killed or leaded with
chains. The King of Armenia next felt the pewer
of this formidable chief ; and to secure success, he
imposed a tithe upon his subjects to furnish the
expenses of the war. Prolemeis again saw him
encamped under its walls ; but he suddenly remev-
ed his forces to Joppa, which he took, as also the
fortress of Carac and other places. Shortly after-
this, he conquered Antioch, and resigned it to be
villaged by his soldiers; a full account of whieh
wat, with all the barbarities perpetrated pn the

.
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occasion, he vauntingly semt to the unfortunate
prince of that city.

The troubles which had agitated Europe for so
long a period, and kept not only the princes but
the Pope from taking any measures in favour
of Syria, were for a short time diminished by
the accession of Charles of Anjou to the king-
dom of Naplesand Sicily. As the Pope had thus
effected one of his favourite projects, he was now
at liberty to consider the condition of his afflicted
children in the East, and he began to employ the
usual methods for arousing the devotion of the
faithful. The Latin empire of Constantinople ne
longer existed. Baldwin was a wanderer in Eu-
rope, and Michael Palmologus was seated securely
on his throne. The new Emperor, on taking pos-
session of Baldwin’s inheritance, had written to
the Pope to deprecate his anger, and the latter
now urged him to falfil his assurances of obedience.
Little success, however, attended the Pontiff’s ef-
forts, and there were still signs of trouble in Na-
ples and Sicily, from Charles’s rival Conradin.

A. D. 1268. But while the whole of Europe tvas
thus engaged on objects of temporal interests, and its
princes were preparing themselves for prosecuting
their private views, one monarch yet remained
faithful to what was estaemed the duty ef a Chris-
tian King. Louis had never laid aside the sign of
the cross, and the threats of ‘Bibars reawakened
all his zeal for the Holy Land. Keeping his in-
tentions unknown to any one but the Pope, he
summoned a parliament which met in the hall of
the Louvre, and as soon as the members were as-
sembled, he- entered, bearing the crown of thorns
supposed to have been worn by our Saviour. The
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declasstion of lie intestion prednoed graat setrowr,
both in the council and throughont ¢he sation ; bus
be wab equally resolved as on the former occpsion ;
and bis example dvew many of the most dissins
guished men of the cours to engege in the mdwn
tekirig, . He next employed himeelf in levyi
wmoney - necessary for the expedition, sad 'gngo
soms were eollected by wey of impesta. The Bopae
sided him in this affair with & powerfal band ; sedd
ebliged the clergy, notwithatasding their clamonrsy
to pay & 4ithe of their income for four yesrn. :
In England the intelligence of the new crusade
produced the'wost sstive excitement; and Prince
Edwand, eldest som of Henry I11., together wish &
large body of English and Seotsish knights, receiv-
od the cross, The Kings of Portugal and Armegen
also enrolled themeelves in the number of the cras
saders, and several of the bravest chevsliers of
Spein. The King of Naples and Sicily was, in
the meantime, making extensive. proparations for
the. expedition ; but he was suddenly interrupted
in his design by the approach of Conradin, with &
lorge army. Charles, however, usterly defeated
his rival, and having taken him prisoner, put bim
to death, thereby inenrring the juet reproaches of

all .

A, D. 1270, A the time fixed for his depar.
tare srrived, Louis deubled his zesl and activity
in examining the affairs of the kingdem, snd in -
framing such laws as might secare ita tranguitlity,
and she proper sdministration of justice. His bro.
ther, the Connt of Foictiers, employed himself in
& similar manner, and guarded the liberties of his
subjects with a wisdom and affection which weuld
do credit to the moet exlightened momarch. - Te
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remtove the deubts:of the noblewen whe intended
0 acosmpany him, as to' their menns of payivg the
expenses of the expedition, the King promvised
them & suwe proportioned to their wants and sté-
tion'; snd Prince Edward, not being able te. raise
‘the money hetequived, receiveda graat from Lovwis
of wevénty thousand kvres. These preliminarive
baviny been sattled, Lonis gave himeelf up o de-
votion ; dnd afver -the solémin servioes of religion,
he left his palace with naked feet, and' clad as a
simple pilgrim. In' the weod of Vinednnes he
toek an affectionate leave of his quetn, and then
proceeded: to Aigues-Mortas, where heintended to
ewsbark ;: his three sons, snd his daugliter the Queen
of Navarre, huving accompanied him. Here he wds
obliged to wais some days, before tha Genoese fleet
aud the rest of the erusaders arvived at the place
of rendegvous ; but on the 4th of July the arma-
ment set ssil; and it wis ow for the first time made
generally known,; that the expedition was déstined
for the: Afvicad kingdom of Tunis, instesd of the
Holy Land.: The Kiag of Sicily is generally sup-
posed te have originilly ewsployed his efforts to
give: this direction to the drusade, as ity success
wetld: free him from a sear and dangerous enemy ;
but- Louis himself was enthusisstic in his' hopes of
eouverting the sovertigw. of Puvis to Cliristinnity ;
snd ivis not unlikely thi th brotliers were equally
detertnined by these stronig mnd opposite metives,

The spproaeh of the fluet flled the Afkidans
wish. despuiir ; awd all who' were in the open coun:
trp,; and even the sailors font the ships in the port,
fled into' Funis. Fhe pext-duy the ariny disew-
beatked, in the face of & numerous force drawn' out
to:opposs it but. which retreated without wuiting
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an attack. Formal possession was then taken of
the country ;-and the towers which defended the
city, and stood on the site of ancient Carthage, fell
.into the bands of the invaders. The King of Tunis
sent messengers to reproach Louis with his conduct
-in invading his territory, and threatened to return
immediately at the head of an hundred thousand
men. Thesituation of the army was, in fact, not-
withstanding its superior valour, exposed to great
danger from the numbers which the enemy could
bring into the field, and from the mnion which he
had made with the Sultan Bibars. But it was not
evils of this kind which were destined to defeat the
designs of Louis. The troops had not been long
encamped before the sickly pature of the climate
began to be heavily felt. . Fitigue and famine add-
ed to the deadly influence of the atmosphere, and a
pestilence shortly raged thrpughout the army. Seo
many died every day, that it was impossible to
bury them before the bodies putrified. The plagne
thus supplied its own nourishment, and many of
the knights and principal men of the expedition
were hourly sinking under the disease. The Duke
of Nevers, especially beloved . by Louis, . from his
having been born to him at Damietta at the time
he was taken prisoner, fell a sacrifice to the.con-
tagion just as it seized upon the King himself. The
Legate died at the same period, and the army ex-
hibited a miserable spectacle of disease and want.
Bat all other feelings of anxiety were destroy-
ed, as every day announced the increasing malady
of Louis. Tle fever, indeed, was rapidly con-
suming him; and all hope of his recovery was
soon lost. The excellent monarch, knowing that
his end approached, occupied himself by turns
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with giving his last orders respecting his kingdom,
and in the calm and solemn exercise of devotion.
At length he desired the presence of his son Phi-
lip, whom he addressed in the most pathetic man-
ner respecting the duties which, on ascending
the throne, he would owe to his subjects; and on
all the virtues and holy dispositions which he ought
to possess, both as a man and a Christian. The
young prince heard thé last instruction of his fa-
ther with deep emotion ; and Louis having finish-
ed addressing him, took farewell of his daughter,
with similar affection and anxiety for her future
happiness. The ambassadors of the Greek Em-
peror being admitted, he exhibited a great desire
that the church at Constantinople might be united
with that of Rome. After this interview, he saw
1o one but his confessor. As death drew nearer,
the fervour of his devotion increased ; and on Au-
gust 25th, at three in the afternoon, he expired.

Amid the profound grief and consternation which
prevailed through the camp, the instant it was
.known that the King was dead, Charles of Anjou
disembarked with all the pomp of martial parade.
But the signals which announced his landing were
unanswered ; and, rushing to the tent of his father,
he found him stretched on a bed of ashes. After
the first emotion of sorrow was over, Philip sent
messengers to France to confirm his father’s mi-
nisters in office, and to express his desire of, in all
things, following his example. The King of Sicily
then assumed the command of the forces, but the
African monarch sued for peace ; and it was grant-
ed him, on the condition of his paying two hun-
‘dred and ten thousand ounces of gold, giving the
Christians a track of ground for forming a settle-

VOL. 1L 2k
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‘ment, and releasing all the prisoners taken in bat-
tle. He also agreed to pay the King of Sicily the
‘arrears of tribute formerly due to him, and to
double the sum for the future. The Sultan of
Cairo expressed his indignation at this compro-
mise of the Moslem cause. The same sentiments
were expressed on the side of the Christians ;- and
Edward, who reached Africa at this juncture, re-
fnsed to bear any part in the council of the chiefs.
It was at last decided by the crusaders, that they
would winter in Sicily, and then proceed to Pa-
lestine ; but this resolution was altered into one
which fixed the renewal of the expedition for that
time four years; and the army then re-embarked
for Europe. The King of Navarre and his wife
died on their journey ; the young Queen of France
shared the same fate ; and Philip entered his do-
minions, accompanied by the .dead bodies of his
father, his brother, and his wife. The Count of
Poictiers and his wife were shortly added to the
mumber of the royal family who had died on the
journey ; and more noblemen and knights than we
can name, -expired in the same manner, from the
effects of the African pestilence. .

A. D.1271. The affliction caused by the death
.of Louis was not confined to France or Europe.
With him, the Christians of Palestine saw the last
of that line of .heroes who seemed to have been
xaised up for the defence of the Holy Land; and
when he expired, the antient flame of devotion
which had been long flickering amid the rnined
altar of Jerusalem, vanished into darkness. Of
all the princes who had vowed to renew the cru-
sade, Edward of ‘England alone kept his promise ;
but the smallness of the force he had. with him
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prevented his doing any service. Mustering,
however, about seven thousand men, the prince,
in conjunction with the Hospitallers and Tem-
plars, marched into Pheenicia, and thence to
Nazareth, which they entered, and barbarously
massacred the unfortunate Moslem inhabitants,
thus retaliating ‘the burning of the church b
‘Bibars. After gaining this useless victory, d
ward returned to Ptolemais; where he entered in-
‘t0 a communication with the Emir of Joppa. But
for some eause, the nature of which does not seem
very clearly astertained, be incurred the enmity of
one of the Assassins ; and the dagger of the mur-
derer had reached his heart, when his agility prov-
«£d an overmatch for that of the assailant. It was
'on this.occasion, as it is said, that his consort suck-
‘ed the poison from his wound, and gained, by her
affection, so fair 2 name in the annals of female
devotion. Another version, however, is given of
" this story ; and the prince is reported to have been
-cared by the skill ‘of a physician. But whatever
wera the means by which he was healed,  Edward
thought it high time to depart ; and he left Syrig,
without having effected any thing which deserves
recording.

A.D. 1274. A gleam of light broke upon the
Holy Land, on the election of Thibault, who had
long dwelt in Syria, to the Pontificate. On a-
wcending the chair of Saint Peter, he persuaded
the King of France to send some troops and mo-
ey in aid of the faithful ; and the maritime cities
of Italy rendered a .similar assistance. But the
measure most favoursble to the cause, was his
summoning a second council at Lyons, which was

. held with great solemnity, and was composed of
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‘more than a thousand bishops and archbishops ;
_the ambassadors of the Emperors of Germany and
_Constantinople ; of the Kings of France and Cy-
_prus; of envoys from the chief of the Moguls, and
the principal princes and barons of Europe. A
crusade was determined upon in this council, and
laws were passed for carrying it into execution ;
Dbut its decrees were forgotten almost as soon as
the meeting broke up. - v
_ Bibars, in the mean time, continued to pursue
his conquests with restless and untiring ambition,
and every day threatened to besiege Ptolemais, the
first place of importance which the Christians now
possessed. While he was meditating this mea-
.sare, and preparing to renew an attack on Cyprus,
.which had hitherto failed, he was suddenly taken
ill, and his death relieved the Christians from their
Ppresent terror. Bibars seems to have been a man
-of extraordinary perscverance, courage, resolution
.and ferocity—qualities which, in a warrior, might
pass for genius, or give to his actions the appear-
ance of proceeding from a powerful intellect. Bat
there is a decision and promptness of action which
Tesult from mere animal vigour, despising rest and
impatient of delay, altogether different from the
firmness and noble resolution in which the mind
xules and informs. Bibars appears, therefore, to
have been held up as a wonder with little reason,
and only deserves one of the lowest places in the
rolls of fame,

The late Sultan was succeeded by Kelaoun,
8 man equally determined in bostility to_the
Christians, His reign commenced by a splendid
triumph over the Tartars, who, in conjunction
with the Armenians and Georgians, had invaded
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his térritories.. The Christians, who dreaded thet
this victory wenld increase his ferocity, as well ag
power, immediately desired to conclude a

Their appeal succeeded, and he turned his arme
against the King of Armenia, whom he complete-
ly humbled to his power. Employing also a po-
licy of the most refined kind, he formed a connec-
tion with some of the European courts, among
which wes that of Spain, where he had emissaries
who constantly exerted themselves to prevent any
measures leading to a crusade. It is worthy of re-
mark, that in the state of depression in which Pes
lestine now lay, there were for some time three
pretenders to the throne of Jerusalem, namely, the
King of Cyprus, the King of Sicily, and Mary of
Antioch, daughter of Isabella.

After the truce existing between the Sultan and
the Christians had been repeatedl{ broken, renewed
and again broken, Kelaoun at length determined
to make the grand attempt on Ptolemais. Before
doing this, however, he had to render himself mas-
ter of Tripoli, in the siege of which he was aided
by the dissensions of the inhabitants, and their me-
Iancholy at the death of their Prince Bohemond,
which had just occurred. The garrison held out
for thirty-five days, and then surrendered. The
carmage which followed was unrestrained, and
seven thousand Christians were the victims of
Moslem ferocity.

Nothing now remained to stop the Sultan’s pro-
ceeding at once to Ptolemais. Thither, there=
fore, he led his army, but a truce was again signed
and once more stopped the -progress of the sxogo.
The delay, however, was almost momentary, and
the legate of the Pope is accused of having boen

2x2
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the first to renew the danger by his proud.re-
fesal to explain some trifling cause of dispute.
Amother account ascribes the breach of the treaty
to the murder of a Musulman by a citizen, who
was led by jeslousy to the act. However this
may be, the Sultan prepared for the attack, and
the Christians sent letters to the Pope to implore
immediate aid. Far different were the succours
sent 10 such as would have been of any asistance .
to-the faithful ‘in their present situation. Sixteen
hundred undinciplined men, only served to in-
crease the confusion which reigned in the eity ;
and when they commenced their excursions into
the peighbouring territory, the wanton barbarities
comuitted inflamed. Kelaoun with a farious desire
of revenge. The inhabitants, finding how little
4id- they were to expect from the West, desired
again to ward off the expected blow by a truce.
They, therefore, sent deputies to the Sultan, of-
fering to punish all who bad been guilty of the
violences complained of. But Kelaoun's resolu-
tion was taken; the deputies returned without
having been able to bend him at all from his pur-
pose ; and at the advice of the Patriarch, prepara-
tions for the defence of the city were commenced.
without delay. Fortunately the King of Cyprus
arrived at this junctare with five hundred cheva-
liers ; and the garrison thus reinforced, amount-
ed to nine hundred horse and eighteen thousaad
foot. This force, divided into four parts, was put
under the command of the best warriors present;
and the government of the city was depuated to a
council of eight chiefs. Kelaoun died -before he
could begin his favourite enterprise; but with his
last words he charged his son and succeesor, Chalil,
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to pursue the design; and the young Sultan at-
tended religiously to his injunctions. The force.
which Chalil drew out on the plains before Ptole-
mais, formed a line of some leagues, and extended
from the sea to the mountains. More than three
hundred machines for carrying on the assault were.
placed against the walls; and even the bravest
warriors, among whom was the Grand Master of
the Templars, despaired of being able to resist
such an armament. That experienced chief pro-.
ceeded, therefore, by the consent of his brethren,
to the camp of the Sultan, and again offered,
after exaggerating his means of defence, to con-
clude a truce. Chalil agreed to an arrangement,
and the Grand Master returned, greatly comfort-
ed, to the city; but he had scarcely comma-
nicated the result of his mission to the chiefs,
when the populace broke out into a violent tu-
mult, and declared their determination to have
war. The assaunlt was almost immediately com-
menced, and all day and night the ramparts were
assailed by the: tremendouns engines of the Mos-
lems. For a few days the besieged repuleed their
enemies with the most spirited bravery; they
magde several successful sallies, and showered their
darts from the walls with such ekill, that files of
the enemy fell beneath them. But quarrels began
to rise. among the chiefs, and large numbers of the
garrison every day deserted from their standards.
At length, the Sultan determined on a general as-
sault, and he advanced towards the walls with all
his forces and three hundred camels, on each of
which was placed the huge Syrian tambour. The
roar of this' wildl musie, the appearance of the
army, said to have amounted to four hundred thou-
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ssnd men, most df them cldd in splendid armour
that glittered in the rays of the sun, and the de-
structive machines ready prepared to batter the'
walls—this magnificent but terrible spectacle filled
the Christians with terror. The assault, mainly
directed against the tower and gate of St Anthony,
was continued the whole day. As the darkness
fell, the enemy withdrew ; and taking advantage
of the supension of the battle, the King of Cy-
prus, who commanded on that station, withdrew
from the town, and, getting on beard a vessel, set
sail with all his followers.

When the Saracens renewed the assault the
next day, they found the ramparts, which had
been defended by the King of Cyprus, unmanned.
Taking advantage of this circumstance; they em-
ployed the whole strength of thieir enormous en-
gines unopposed. At last, the ramparts crum-
bled beneath their incessant blows. A wide open-
ing appeared in the walls; the besiegers rushed
thousands after thousands to the breach ; and the
Christians received them on the points of their
swords and lanees. For an instant the assailants
were kept'at bay; but their numbers increasing,
they pressed forward in & huge mass, drove the lit-
tle army of the faithful from-their post, and passed
the barrier. At this moment of peril and dismay,
the Hospitallers and Templars alone preserved their
courage unabated. The Marechal of the former
exerting himself with indeseribable energy, rah
through the streets rallying the fugitive Christiags ;
and theh turning upon the enemy, drove them be-
fore them with irresistible fury. Thus freed from
immediate ruin,” the citizens passed the night in
repaifing the breach, and making other prepara-
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tions for the following day. As soon as the morn-
ing dawned, the people were assembled in the
palace of the Hospitallers, and the Patriarch of
Jerusalem addressed them in terms calculated to
inspire them with all the resolution which can be
.derived from despair. There now remained of the
garrison only seven thousand men. Nosuccours were
any longer to be expected from the West; and
the vessels they possessed were too few to convey
them from the city. Thus left to brave the peril
which menaced them or perish, numbers of the
citizens, who had bitherto remained unarmed, pre-
pared for the battle, and all present took an oath
to die rather than desert their brethren. While a
_part stayed behind to fortify the streets by raising
barriers at the doors of the houses, and heaping
together large piles of stones, the rest awaited the
approach of the enemy on the walls. The attack
was made in the same quarter as the preceding day,
and after a desperate conflict, a breach was again
made. In the midst of the clamours which rose
at the sight of the falling barriers, the Patriarch
.was heard exclaiming, ¢ O God, surround us with
8 rampart man cannot destroy ! Cover us with
the shield of thy power!” The Saracens rush-
ed in multitudes through the breach; the citi-
zens, who had supported their entrance in hopeless
anxiety, flew to oppose them ; a bloody conflict
raged through the streets ; and the Christians, by
prodigies of valour, again ‘drove back the enemy.
May 18th, 1291. At length arrived the day
which was to decide the fate of Ptolemais. The
Moslems bad more than once shrunk in terror from
the might and despair of their approach, and as-
cribed the success of their resistance. to supernatural
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aid. It was asserted, that in each visible Chris-
tian there were in reality two warriers, and that
when one of the Franks fell, his place was im-
mediately supplied by another who came out of
his mouth. While these superstitions damped the
courage of his soldiers, the Sultan himself was
rendered doubtful, by the perseverance of the Chris-
tians, as to the final success of the siege; and it is
reported, that he was only induced to continue it
at the ‘instance of the renegade Franks with
whom his army abounded. On the morning of. the
day above mentioned, the assault was more gene+
ral and destruetive than any before made; but it
was met with greater valeur on the part of the
‘besieged. Seven infidels fell before one: Christian ;
‘and, had the two forces been in any way proper-
tioned to each other, the astonishing bravery of
the faithfal must have prevailed. But the hordes
of Mussulmans, which covered the plains from the
sea to the mountains of Carmel and Caroubs,
seemed undiminished ; and no efferts of the moet
desperate courage could bear up aguinst tha con-
tinued renewal of their attack. Seeing no

of supporting the direct charge of the enemy, the
Templars suddenly changed their position, and,
with the Grand Master at their head, rode impetu-
ously into the Saracen camp. They were met by
thousands of foes. The Grand Master fell, pierc-
ed with an arrow, in the midst of his brave knights;
the Grand Master of the Hospitallers was also
dangeronsly wounded ; and those who survived,
were obliged to retreat hastily into the city, de-
ploring the loss of their bravest companions. Ne
better success attended the warriors employed in
defending: the ramparts. Reduced to lese than'a
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thoueand, they were at length driven from the
.gate and tower of St Anthony, and the infidels
again rushed into the town, filling the streets with
their cries of victory. Bat the valour of the true
Chrigtians was still undiminished. The enemy
-advanced not a step without being assailed by
-showers of stones from the houses, or by the wea-
pons of those who determined not to outlive the
calamity. William of Clermont is named as among
she foremost of the few heroic men who fought
to the Jast for the cause of Palestine. But neither
his devotion, por the desperation of the . citizens,
availed asy losger. The streets, filled with
multitudes of women and children, who mingled
their shrieks with the shouts of the combatants,
presented a frightful spectacle of confusion and
slaugbter ; and, to render this awful hour still
more dismal, a terrible storm arose, which cover-
ed the heavens with so dense a darkness, that the
stundards of neither party could be discerned ;
while the wind and thunder, and swelling of the
sea, swallowed up every sound in the threatening
rear of the elements.

The infidels were at last left unopposed, and
the slanghter of the inhabitants was carried on
without intermission. Many fled to the shore, in
order to escape on board the vessels in the har-
beur ; but the storm rendered this, for some time,
impossible. - When the ships came within reach of
she fugitives, those. who possessed any wealth gave
large sums to be taken on board ; and many wo-
men of rank offered their jewels, and promised to
marry any of the mariners who would assist them
to escape. The venerable Patriarch of Jernsalem,
who had with difficulty been persuaded- to leave
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the ebore, received such numbers of the wretched
citizens into his ship, that, before it cleared the
port, it sunk, and all perished. Those in the city
who had eluded the swords of the enemy, were still
endeavouring to defend themselves in the palace of
the Templars, their last retreat. They offered to
capitulate, and the Sultan agreed to spare their
lives ; but the soldiers whom he sent to take pos-
session of the fortress, violated the women who had
sought refuge there. The knights instantly re-
sumed their arms, and pat the ravishers to death.
The palace was then again attacked; but the
Christian warriors continued their defence, till the
principal tower of the fortress fell, and buried both
them, and all whom they defended, under its walls.

Thus ended this memorable siege. In a few
days, Ptolemais was in ruins, and retained no ap-
pearance of the wealth and magnificence for which
it had been so long famous. Tyre, Sidon, and the
other Christian cities on the coast, immediately
opened their gates to the Moslem ; and the king-
dom of Jerusalem was no more !

In looking back on the sketch which bas been
given of these wars, it is difficult to determine
which merits our principal attention ;—the causes
of their origin; the means by which they were
supported ; or their effects on the progress of so-
ciety. The limits of this work prohibit the au-
thor from entering into the discussion of these sub-
jects, or tracing the causes which led to the ex-
tinction of that grand, but erring spirit of enthu-
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siasm, to which chivalry and the crusades owed
their existence. At some future period, he may
venture to offer his ideas upon the subject more
at length. No period of bistory better deserves
the attention of either the moralist or the scholar,
than the middle ages ; and in the events and in-
stitutions which have been described, we possess
the truest indexes to their principal phenomena.

THE END.

PRINTED BY J. BUTCHISON,
FOL BHE HEERS OF v WILLISUN.
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