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PREFACE.

'THE intention of these volumes is to give a
general idea of the nature of Chivalry, and
of the events which attended the chivalrous
armies of Europe in their invasion of Pales-
tine. The writer has endeavoured to offer
such observations in the progress of his nar-
rative, as may excite the reader to use his
reflection on a subject in regard to which
popular opinion is more likely to ‘bg,mis-
taken than otherwise. The highly coloured
pictures which have been given of Knight-
hood, and of the times in which it flourish-
ed, if they do no worse injury to truth,
lead to false opinions respecting the pro-
gress of general improvements ; and by do-
ing this, induce the inquirer to regard the
advantages at present possessed by socie-
ty ‘as of less value than they really are; or
to be indifferent in the struggle which is

going on, to provide mankind with more
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certain guides in the pursuit of knowledge
and happiness, than were enjoyed when war
was the only road to distinction, and cou-
rage the first of all virtues.

It has not, however, been the author’s in-
tention to represent the institutions alluded
to, as wanting in that external splendour
wusually ascribed to them; or as not exer-
cising, to a certain extent, considerable in-
fluence on the opinions of former genera-
tions ; his only object having been to guard
against the mistakes and puerilities of mere

eulogists.

In regard to the History of the Crusades,
the narrative is necessarily a rapid one; but
it is hoped that nothing is omitted, which
can assist the reader in forming a correct
view of the Holy Wars, or of the events and
characters which the history concerns.

Authorities are given where any extraor-
dinary event is related, or expressions are
employed from the old writers on the sub-~
ject; but references have not been thought

where the events recorded are
such as form the staple matter of all histeo-
ries of the period described.

London, December 1829,




HISTORY

OF

CHIVALRY AND THE CRUSADES.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTION.~—~ORIGIN AND EARLY BISTORY OF CHIVALRT.

CHIVALRY owes its origin to a state of society
which has only existed once; and which it is more
than probable will"never again exist in any part of
the civilized world. The destruction of the vast
Roman monarchy at no long period after the es-
tablishment of Christianity, seems to bave been
ordered by Provxdence, that a total change might
take place in the civil government of nations, si-
multaneously with the revolution in their belief
and morals. By the fearful convulsions which at-
tended the decay of that Empire, its feeble and ex-
bhausted provinces were speedily broken off from
the once splendid mass of soverelgnty and triumph-
VOL. 1. A
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ant grandenr which they contributed to enlarge.
As if a call to victory had been suddenly heard in
the recesses of their vast forests, the Northern
barbarians poured forth, in unlooked for strength
and numbers, upon the rich and defenceless plains
of Gaul, Spain and Italy. Had the Roman go-
vernment been possessed at the time of more vi-
gour, and a bolder and better disciplined army,
it ia probable that, fierce and numerous as were
the invaders, she would have successively repelled
them, or, leaving the least tenable parts of her
domain as their prize, would have concentrated
her strength within narrower bounds, and by her
wealth and compactness defied any further assaults.
But the enervating effects of misgovernment and
luxury had been too long operating; and there was
now no Roman or national spirit which might
be called up to resist their influence. By the
<nd, therefore, of the fifth century, Rome scarcely
possessed even the shadow of her former great-
ness. Like other conquerors, with the warlike
renown of her name, she had lost all that render-
ed her respectable. The first horde of barbarians
that successfully defied her legions, pulled up, in
fact, the foundations of the Capitol ; and the Eastern
empire, splendid as were the materials out of which
it was formed, never possessed the strength which
insures to kingdoms a long and healthy existence.
The contests which the barbarians waged with
the imperial forces, were marked by many and
striking traits of romance. Their fierce spirits were
urged forward by the twofold desire of conquest
and adventure. They knew no other state but
that of freedom; and they believed that valour
snd freedom were invincible. In the bleak and
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impenetrable wilds from which they isewed, the
grave and solemn superstitions which distinguish«
ed the heathenism of the North, had taught them
to imbue every project with the awfulness of relta
gion : and their long and perilous routes through
unknown districts ; the dangers they had to ens
counter in invasions where the enemy’s forces wers
frequently uncalculated ; and the strong delight
which they felt at their first entrance upon the
bright and flowery vallies of the South; were il
enlculated to strengthen both their superstitions
and warlike character,

Without much apparent change, either in their
dispositions or hubits, the conversion of many of
the Gothic tribes to Christianity took place short:
1y after their conquests. There was thus engrafts
od upon their original natare a new system of beé
lef, which in its own native purity would have

* been singwlarly in opposition to all their forinet

principles of conduct.- But the doctrines and pres .
cepts of Christianity had been gradually becoming
more und more obscure, amid thé convulsions of
wociety, the fierce contentions of new sects, and

.the mistaken zeal of devotees and ascetics. W

must not, therefore, expect to sée the effects of -
their conversion wach 8s we may suppose they
would have been in the primitive times of the
Gospel. Bat though imperfect, they were, mott’
withetanding, considerable ; though they could not
subdue, they gave a different tond to their warlike
dispositions, and greatly modified the first ideas
with which they commenced the foundation of new
states.

In speaking of the riss of Chivalry, which de-
rives its existence from the union of warlike virs
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tues .with religions devotion, it is worthy of con-
stant observation, that Christisnity was embraced
by the founders of the most chivalrous king-
doms, when they came hot from the battle-field
~—when they were rejoicing in the pride of .their
prowess—trampling on subject foes, and only wait-
ing for breathing-time to rush forward agsin in
their trinmphant career. It was not the conversion
of a people, by the slow work of resson and mis-
sionaries, but of an army following the example of
its venerated leader, and instigated by motives
which were more likely to work on the sudden,
than after mature deliberation. Thus, the Bur-
m and others are said to have embraced

istianity ; and thus Clovis, the renowned head

«of the French menarchy, became a convert to the

faith, after having trinmphed in the doubtful battle

of Tolbiao. The labours of Ulphilas among the

Goths had early given them the means of conver-

sion; many of them had received it from his

bands; and they pursued their conquests, curying

with them the Gospel, but not trusting less to the

shields with which they bad bees armed by their

We have here the groundwork of that splendid
institution which threw jts lustre over so many
ages of gloom and anarchy, but which never lost
the characteristics which belonged to its origin.
So natural, however, does it seem for men exposed
to the excitement of great and frequent danger,
to be more open than others to religious impres-
sions, that we find this element of chivalrous feel-
ing in the character of many of the most cele-
brated heroes of antiquity. The minute observ-
ances of rites and ceremonies, and the terrible
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cosmmands to which, wccording to Homer, the
Grecian csptains submitted, afford  a strong inv
stance of this description. The boldest warriors
. appear a8 the most devout worshippers of the
* gods, and the hero of the ZEneid receives his dis: .
tinguishing characteristic and praise from his gmat
pie
'i‘yime can be no doubt, also, that the ongmal
_ of chivalric forms and institations may be disco-
wered in the military customs of nations long be«
fore their establishment in modern times. The
Roman Equites formed, in the earliest ages of the
republic, the great ornament of its army; they
were distingunished by a gold ring, which was pres
sented them by the state, and were provided with
horses at the public charge. In the rude cererho-
nies with which the German youth were admitted
into the assembly of 'warriors, we observe & still
nearer approach to the observances of knightly
initiation. They were publicly endowed with the
rr and shield, and from that time forth attached
meelves, with devoted constancy, to some partis
cular chieftain. ¢ The noblest youths;” says Ta-
citus, “ were not ashamed to be numbered among
the faithful companions of a celebrated leader, to
whom they devoted their arms end service. A
noble emulation prevailed among the companions,
to obtain the highest place in his esteem—among
the leaders, to acquire the greatest number of bold
companions. To be comstantly surrounded by a
band of select youths, was the ambition and glory
of the chiefs,—their ornament in peace, their pro-
tection in war. The glory of such distingnished
heroes diffused itself beyond the narrew limits of
A2
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their own tribe.. Presents and embassies were
employed to obtain their friendship ; and the fame
of their arms often ensured victory to the party
which they espeused. In the hour of danger, it
was shameful for the chief to be surpassed in va-
lour by his companions—shameful for the compa-
nions not to equal the valour of their chief. To
survive him, if he fell, was irretrievable dmgmee

- To protect his person, and to increase his

by their own triumphs, were the most holy of then'
duties. ”

. Thus, a principal part of the forms which intro-
duced the modern warrior to his noblest degree,
and that faithful attachment which subsisted be-
tween the military baron and his followers, the
knight and his squire, seem to have- existed long
before Christianity was made to assist in forming
them into a system, and to add the solemnity of de-
votion to the haughty gallantry of war. Nor ought
it to be passed over unobserved, that the people
among whom we trace these early dawnings of chi-
valry, were remarkable for the honour in which
they held the female character. The women of
Germany were as distinguished for their chastity
a8 the men for their heroism; and they were re-
garded with 4 respect which partook of religious
veneration. * Fhis anion of so many. of the ele-
ments which gave birth to knighthood in a subse-
quent age, pffords sufficient reason for ascribing its
doubtful and obscure origin to our Northern ances-
tors, who alone seem to have possessed, at the
same time, that feeling of religious awe, that free
and heroic courage, and severe purity of manners,
which, at its commencement;, distinguished the
yvotaries of chivalry.
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The warlike dispositions of the barbarinne re-
mained, almost necessarily, unaltered, long after
their settlement in the countries they had conquer-
ed. When no danger existed from the remaining
epirit of their vanquished subjects, they were left
free to exert their proud and turbulent feelings a-
gainst each other ; and when no proper ground of
quarrel could be fonnd they were not long in dis-
covering an imaginary one; for, when men are
possessed of wealth and power, but have neither
the employments which an established government
creates, nor the resources afforded by literature,
they must either retain their warlike disposition
with its attendant evils, or gradually sink into
slothful barbarism.

How little effect their new religion had in soft-
ening the habits of the Northmen when they first
embraced it, may be nnderstood from what is re-
lated of the famous Earl Siward, who, when he
felt death approaching, thus lamented the sad fate
which awarded him such an ignominious end—
“ Alas,” he cried, “ that ] have escaped death in
so many battles, to yield up my life in this tame,
disgraceful manner, like a cow] I beseech you,
my dear friends, drees me in my impenetrable coat
of wail; gird my trusty sword about my body;
place my helmet on my head, my shield in my left
hand, and my gilded ba.ttle—axe in my right, that

. I may die in the dress of a warrior, since I cannot
have the happiness to die in battle{” ' The same
feelings were common, in life and death, to all the
celebrated warriors of those ages ; and it was not
till after they had been some time subjected to the
influence of ecclesiastical authority and monkish
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superstition, that they lost the last remnants of
Scandinavian ferocity.

The noble attempte which were made by some
of the Roman missionaries to diffuse the purest
knowledge they themselves possessed, had only a
very temporary effect ; and for more than a cen
preceding the reigns of Alfred and Churlemagne,
both the clergy and the laity were sunk in the
grossest darkness. The policy of both those en-
lightened princes, led them to endeavour the esta-
blishment of religion on a surer footing. They en<
couraged learning by the foundation of public
schools and universities, and ensured the better
and more regular instruction of the people, by the
erection of splendid churches, and the appointment
of officiating ministers. But Christianity, in its
passage thtough the datk period which preceded
this era, had become too closely mixed up with
all the errors and superstitions conceits of the
times, to be easily separated from its corruptions ;
and when Cherles by his splendid victories ob«
tained the empire, and adorned the church with
many trophies of his victories, it retained few
traces of its original and simple character.

But it was to the predominance which super-
stition gained over the open plainness of truth, that
chivalry owed its strongest nourishment. The
g:;geous bues with which she dyed the simple

mer of the Cross, made it more fitting for the
pomp of the battle-field, and the tents of kings
and conquerors. Her voice, unlike that of truth,
was many-toned, and seemed as much in harmony
with the concert of triumphant clations and neigh-
ing war-steeds, as with the meek voices of preachers
and confessors. The offering of a bloody sword

v
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was more acceptable to her than thas of a bleed-
ing heart ; and spoil-laden soldiers better worship-.
pers at her altar, than penitents who brought no-
thing but their sins. .

Chivalry, as a military institution, had acquired
part of its ceremonial pomp before the time of
Charlemagne. An account is given in the life of
that monarch, of his formally investing his son
Lewis with the arms of a knight on his reaching
manhood. King Alfred, also, is related to have
admitted Athelstan to the same dignity, by cloth-
ing him in a purple vest, with a belt set with gems,
and a sword sheathed in gold. If, also, we are to
believe only a small portion of the traditionary
history of the gallant Arthur and his knights, chi-
valry, as early as the sixth century, could boast of
its gay and festive shows. The candidate for its
honours, according to Segar, was, on the day of
his admission, called before an august assembly of
the king and the noblest lords and ladies of his
court, in a church adorned for the purpase. There,
seated on a silver chair which was ornamented
with silken curtains of green, he replied to the se-
veral questions svhich were put to him respecting
bis readiness to fulfil the arduous duties of his
profession ; which having done, he received his
arms, his belt and golden spurs, and was then led
forth into the banquet-hall, by the fairest and most
exalted ladies of the realm.

Whether we are to believe or not this account
of the early splendour of chivalry, it is certain that,
by the end of the eighth century, as far as regards
its military ordinances, it existed throughout En-
rope. The formal girding on of the sword, the
accollade or kiss of brotherhood, and the striking
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on the ear, which constituted so great a part of the
ceremony in after times, are all mentioned, both in
the account we possess of the admission of Lewis,
and in the constitutions for Friesland, in which
Charlemagne gives the governor authority to make
knights, and directs him to do so by investing the
persons worthy of the honour with a sword, strik-
ing them on the ear, and presenting them with
an ensign emblazoned with the Imperial crown.

Thus far, however, chivalry was not consecrated
by religion. We hear nothing of prayers and
vigils, of swords and shields made proof by priest-
ly benedictions, or of vows that rendered it doubt-
ful whether the order of knighthood was not equal
in holiness to that of the clergy. It was un insti-
tation purely military, and owing, it is probable,
whatever it possessed of a moral character, to its
connection with fendalism, which strongly incul-
cated not only the virtues of bravery, but those of
truth and devoted fidelity.

But though it thus remained unimpressed with
that religious solemnity which subsequently per-
fected the system, it was, I am persuaded, in the
reign of Chatlemagne, that the proper foundation
of Christian chivalry was laid, and that from this
period we are to date the commencement of its
progress to that complete and beautiful harmony
of parts which it subsequently attained.

We have no positive statements from which to
determine the precise time at which the ministers
of religion first performed any part at the creation
of knights ; and writers on the subject are gene-
rally contented with ascribing it to some period
between the reign of Charlemagne and the eleventh
oentury. But there are many circumstances which
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may induce us %0 place it much nearer tlie former
than the latter era. The principal of these is, the
close and remarkahle union which the warlike
Charles formed with the great potentate of the
church. 'To his father and grandfather the Roman
See had owed its deliverance mare than once from
bold and impious invaders; but it was reserved
for him to complete the sacred triumph of his fa-
mily, and to make himself not only the champion,
but the favoured son of the church. Like his an-
eestors, he enlarged the patrimony of St Peter, and
offered the profoundest homage ef royalty and
valour, to secure the favour of his spiritual father.
The opportunity which a barbarous attempt on
the life.of the reigning pontiff afforded him of show-
ing his reverence for that sacred person, added ad-
disional lustre to his character for piety ; and he
was splendidly rewarded, by being evowmed Em-
peror by the Pope, aa the legitimate suceeesor
of the Cesars.

The cennection which was thus established be-
tween the mast warlike monareh in Europe and the
Church—the mutual interchange of honeurs and re-
wards, in which they vied with each other, must have
bad & very powerful influence on the military cha-
racter of the period: and it appears highly probable,
that a8 the monarch was rewarded for his achieve-
ments by an imperial crown, his knights and barons
would enjey some proportionable share in ecclesi-
astical favour; . that the piety of their master
would lead them te jmitate his devotion to the
protection of the chureh ; and that they would, in
like manner, find themselves adopted into the sa-
cred family of its defenders.

It was also a favourite part of the policy of



24 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

Charlemagne, to increase the authority of the clergy
in his dominions. He employed them in the most
-important offices of the state, and seems to have
generally opposed their authority to that of his
more warlike subjects. This could bardly be done
without bringing into action that species of . in-
fluence, which, by awing the minds of men, renders
them ready to pursue a conduct, the moral recti-
tude of which they are at first incapable of appre-
ciating. It is also easy to perceive, from a cir-
cumstance which is recorded respecting the main-
tenance of the clergy at this period, that they
were far from scorning to increase their advantages
by the assistance of a fertile invention. The duty
6&' paying tithes having been somewhat neglected,
it was declared, at the Council of Frankfort, that
voices had been heard in the air ascribing a famine
which had happened to that cause, and that de-
-mons had therefore been permitted to devour the
produce of the earth. We can hardly fix upon a
time at which we should find military virtue and
ecclesiastical domination more active, or in a bet-
ter condition to act upon each other, and to bring
about the establishment of a system compounded,
‘like chivalry, of their several characteristics. A
period, moreover, of great darkness had, as we have
eaid, preceded the reign of Charlemagne. During
that time, the love of ceremonies, and all the ver-
biage, if we may so term it, of religious worship,
had been constantly gaining ground. In propor-
tion as Christianity was stripped of its purity, first
by. the virulence of sectarian zealots, and next by
the ambition of designing priests, it became im-
mersed in pomps and gorgeous representations.
Its simple beauty, like that of the buried litera-

3
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tare of classic ages, was insufficient to move
imperious soldiers to: obedience. Religion was
therefore again submitted to the gross forms of
bodily emblems. 1Its influence was thenceforward
felt, not in the internal world of humanity—the
hearts and spirits of men—~but in the forms only,
and circumstances of society. The most active
minds that were employed in its defence, when they
left the subtleties of dispute, set themselves to the
instruction of the multitude by means as opposed to
the airy nature of their speculations, as to the genius
of religion itself. They made corporeal images of
the very things which they were incapable of de-
scribing by all the powers and technicalites of rea-
son ; and while they almost ceased to struggle for
the moral mastery of trath, exerted an authority
over the feelings and imaginations of men which
threw a new and glaring light on the whole sur-
face of existence.

The alliance of Charlemagne with the See of
Rome gave ample space for the operation of this
authonty ; and the power, the extensive rule and
gnmdenr of that monarch, made it act in a direc-
tion favourable to the magnificence of his reign.
The same alliance with the ambitious head of the
church, when formed by monarehs less wise or
powerful than Charles, led, in after times, to the
degradation of royalty and the subversion of con.
stitutions. But he never lost sight of his interests
a8 a king, while he offered his homage as a faith-
fal servant to the church; and the church was
more likely to consecrate the shields and standards
of a conquering host, than respect the sceptre of a
pusillanimous pnnee

VOL. I. B
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Whenever, indeed, chivalry sssumed the chae
racter of a perfect institution, it must have owed its
eonsohdmon to circumstances, which we find most
%)n under the reign of Charlemagne.
t wlnch rendered the knighthoed of Christen-
dom different from the military honours of earlies
nme-,wn,lftracedtomnourco,thepooulmm
lation which the church, in Christian nations, has

. always beld to the civil government. Nothing lika

chivalry, properly so ¢alled, could exist in ancient
times ; and this, not becanse of the want of valowr,
gallantry, or a devotional spirit, but becanse there
was no special sacred authority, no distinct powerww
distinct from that which warred and governed—ts
give them a new mame or direction. The religiom
of paganism never for & moment rivalled the ma«
jesty, or stood independent, of the state ; and, to
carry the observation farther, Mahometanism was
an indissaluble compound of the religiows and eivit
power. In neither the one case northe other was
there an authority that could add a glory to re«
gulity which kings could not of themeelves aoquive.
The Christian church, from its earliest establiahw
ment, existed necessarily and absolutely as a see
parate foundation ; and, while it retained its primi-
tive simplicity, was content to expend its sanctity
on the consecration of its own spiritual soldiers,
But no change, either in its character or circume.
stances, could destroy its complete distinctness
from the temporal power. It might be broughs te
act in conjunction with it, but they could not be
confounded with each other; and, whether robed
in sanctity, or in the purple pall of dominion, the
church had an authority which, like the mysteries
of its name, could never be alienated or divided.
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Bat what could be more likely, when this new
establishment had become as much an object of
wonder for its maegnificence as of veneration for
its holiness, than that men should begin to regard
it a8 & new fountain of honour, and readily yield
themaelves to its influence when they believed
it capable of heightening the glory of their ex-
ploits by the consummation of its sanctity? To
create such an institution as chivalry, nothing was
wanted but this ; and this, I apprehend, was the
powerful source of all the proud and eolemn adorn-
ments of Christian knighthood. At the period as-
signed for its commencement, the ecclesiastical au-
shority obtained its first and most striking advance
upon worldly splendor ; and this important cir-
cumstance was aided by others, which served to
vary the uniformity of its effect upon the rising
system. From the reign of Charlemagne, litera-
tute began to show symptoms of revival. The
light which it shed was not strong enough to lead
so truth, but it tended to soften the mauners of
the high and noble, who alone could enjoy it.
Charles himaelf is said to have been fond of science,
0 have learned astronomy, rhetoric and logic, un-
der the famous Alcnine, whom he invited from
England for the purpose. Many academies, also,
were instituted in different parts of Europe; and
history was studied by the ecclesiastics as a fa-
voarite and fashionable pursuit. Not one of these
branches of literature, it is true, \was cultivated in
its purity. Philesophy was disfigured by the use~
Jean speculations of schoolmen ; poetry was a vain
imitation of the classical authors ; and the dignity
of history was diminished by a frequent mixture
of incredible traditions. But even an uncertain
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light makes men conscious of there being some-
thing in existence besides themeselves. If it be
not sufficient to show them the proper forms
of things, it makes them aware of objects after
which it is their interest to seek, and in seek-
ing for which the mind becomes better acquainted
with its capacity. The example which was set,
both by Alfred and Charlemagne, must bave had
no little effect on the pursuits of their courtiers and
military followers ; and hence a new order of feel-
ings, favourable to a more gentle gallantry than
that which had hitherto prevailed, was connected
with the profession of arms.

We may also add, that the solidity which be-
longed to the extensive power of Charlemagne
gave superior splendour to his court, and to all the .
circumstances of courtly life. Though he himself
affected, as many other celebrated commanders
have done, the extreme of plainness both in his
dress and habits of living, his followers appear to
have indulged in the most costly luxuries. Thus
it is related, that on a certain day when they were
huanting with their master, and habited in cloaks
made of the most expensive silks and fars, a vio-
lent storm coming on, they were soaked with
rain; seeing which, the monarch, clothed in a
simple coat of sheep-skin, heartily laughed, and
kept them waiting upon him on their return, till
their furs and silks were drawn up and ruined.
On the morrow- he directed them to appear in
the same garments they had worn the day before,
and took occasion, on seeing their miserable plight,
to ridicule their affectation and luxury. Nor is
it to be doubted, that it was under the reign ef
this monarch that women of rank began to ex-
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ercise their idfluence in giving to chivalry that
courteous character which so essentially belonged
o it in after times. Charlemagne was himself,
if report speak true, a most ardent worshipper of
the fair sex ; and the gaiety which we have stat~
ed, as belonging to the frequenters of his court,
must have had considerable influence in giving im-
portance to the smiles and opinions of the Indies.

I bave merely bad space sufficient for noticing
one or two of the circumstances which seem to
fix the birth-time of modern ehivalry in the reign
of the son of Pepin. The inquiry is one of con-
siderable interest, and merits a much more exten-
sive consideration than I am able to give it; but
the few observations I have made may setve to
establish in the reader's mind some foundation
for the details which are to follow. I will only
therefore add, to the above remarks, that the wars
in which Charlemagne was engaged the greatest
pert of his life, were made to partake of the nature
of crusades, by the importance which he nlways
gave to the consideration of religion. In his
contest with the Suracens, he directly faced the
most renowned enemios of Christendom ; and, in
his' long and bloody wars with the utconverted
Saxons, his victories were. always followed either
by some attempt to incorporste them with the
Catholic Church, or, which seems in those days to
have been almost equally meritorious, by their
merciless slaughter if they remained obstinate.

The fame alone which he acquired by this cham-
pionship of the faith, is almost sufficient to point
him out as the suthor of Christian chivalry. In an
old and marvellous history of his exploits, we even

2
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find lim honoured as the leader of a band of heroes
to Jerusalem ; and, guided by miracle .through
puthlees wilds and forests, taking possession of the
Holy City, Countless other legends deseribe him,
in the same manner, as the most Christian of kings
and conquerors; and the whole stream of tradi-
tionary history, which from that period teems
with notices of chivalry, appears to have had its
most powerful source in the events of his splendid
mlgn'

. To whwem age we assign the commence-
ment of this celebrated institution, it is to be re«
garded as among, the most remarkable circum-
stances in the progress of modern civilization—as
one, perhaps, of the seven hills on which the
citadel of our civil and religious liberties is found-
ed : .or, if not this,"as a barrier against the troubled
current of tempestuous times, affording at least
. protection, if not nourishment, to the scattered

seeds of knowledge and refinement. But I confess,
0 far as I have hitherto viewed the subject, I am
not inclined to aseribe all those prodigious advan-
tages to the institutions of chivalry, which is fre-
quently done. According to the repmenhnom
of some writers on the sabject, it would require
no little judgment in a reader not to be persuaded,
that -every good we possess as a civilized people
is denved from the influence of knighthood. They
would make us believe, by their extravagant eulo-
giums of its principles, that it was the concentra-
tion and activity of every religious and social vir-
tue—that Christianity would, in fact, have done
little towards the civilization of Europe without
its’ aid—that the nataral power and energy of
growing kingdoms is a shadow, when compared
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with the influence of chivalry—that mankind would
have stood in great peril of never discovering whas
is right or becoming in the duties and manners of
social life, bad not knights and their squires set
them an example—that the female sex owe all the
respect they possess in free and Christian states to
the gallantry of soldiers in the middle
that every gentleman in the land owes his love of
truth and his honourable - character to the brave
begring of his harnessed ancestors.

To give credit to representations which thus
eulogise the glory of echivalry, is to detract from
the worth of those bumbler but surer aids to civi-
lization which belong to mankind in every state of
progressive improvement, and which were the es-
pecial property of the times in which this instita-
tion gained its principal celebrity. It would be
madness, or at least very unphilosophical, to be-
lieve, that when the great spirit of humanity was
nourished by the richest food that truth ever pravid-
ed it; when it was bursting with irresistible strength
like a stream in the bowels of a mountain, through
every obstacle to its progress, and when the empire
of war, and the glory which pertained to conquest,
was every day imperceptibly yielding something to
the worth of citizenship and commerce—it would
greatly savour of an extravagant predilection for the
gala-shows of history, to give more. credit than is.
plainly due to the influence of chivalrous institutiona.
They softened, perhaps, the barbarism of war, but
there were principles at work, independent of chi-
valry, which put a bit into the dragon’s mouth, and
chained as well as tamed it. They threw splen-
dour over scenes which had otherwise wanted the
orngment and grave of polished life; but society, in
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the second great era of its formation, had in

rably mized up with its elements the prinuplos ot‘
moral and domestic excellence; and these were
continually tending to produce that state of social
hfewlnchuthe best and bappiest, beosuse truth
and virtue are mot its ornaments, as with ehlvnlry,
but its sizaple and unnoticed groundwork.

But though I am inclined, in these respects, to
differ widely from the romantic panegyrists of
knighthood and ite times, I would not be under-
stood to mean, that the institutions of chivalry were
in aught less magnificent than tradition and ima-
gination combine to represent them. It is, indeed,
ae brilliant inventions of an age when the love of
pomp had outran the gradual advmoeolmvili-h
tion, and men, though not yet sirong encugh to
be the eoldiers of truth, beg!:to y her homage
by forms and ceremonies, that neh insticutions
deserve the most sérious attention. Under this

of view, ochivalry will not sedunoe us inte
fuaciful and injudicious exagperations ; nor will it
lose any of the splendour in which romunee hae
clothed it, by being in some messure deprived of
thet grave importanee in the fate of whick
has been mnlmed to its influence. Lfﬁ
ing spears and polished swords ofmvotmes were
glorious as spears and swords, but not as plough..
shaves and pruning-hooks. .
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CHAPTER IL

EARLY HISTORY OF ,CHIVALRY IN FRANOE—<SPAIN~—ENG«
LAND.,~~118 RELATION TO FEUDALISM,~—ITS DEGENERACY.

CoTEMPORARY history affords searcaly any ma-
terials for' tracing the' progress of chivalry, from
the reign of Charlemagne, to the full develop~
ment of the system at the period of the cru-
sades. The only ideas  we can form .upon the
subject, are to be derived from what knowledge
we possess of the state of Europe in the interven-
ing ages of gloom and anarchy. The genius of
Charles bad given birth to a mighty monarchy ;
bat, like the castle of a magician, which vanishes at
the death of the enchanter, it fell into ruin almest
as soon as his spirit ceased to uphold it. His des-
cendents, either not equal to him in ability, or want-
ing that energy which the first fresh draught of .
empire inspires, saw themselves despoiled of their
anthority by inferior, but rival potentates. The
division of the empire among his sons and their
offspring, was followed by troubles, which subdued
the rising spirit of civilization, and, by filling the
ambitious nobles with hopes of conquest, put an
effectual bar to political improvement. The reigns
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of Louis, Lothaire, and Charles, were disturbed
by every evil which can destroy the value of go-
vernment. The church was, by turns, the subject
and the tyrant of these Christian monarchs. Its
rites were regarded with the most solemn veners~
tion ; and to conclude a life of aggression and tu-
mult with the reception of her sacraments, was the
perfectien of devotion. Lothaire, whom his coun-
try might fairly accase of lnvingbeen one of its
worst enemies, could not end his days happily,
without receiving what, in the language of the times,
waus called a second baptism; that is, about & week
before his dissolution, he assnmed the haebit of
@ monk, and so expired in the expectation of
Even Louis, who, disgusted with the
vices of the clergy, sought to improve the disci<
pline of that order, was shortly after persuaded by
a monk, his minister, to do public penance for his
orimes, to beg pardon for them before the assem-
bled bishops, and to acknowledge his sin in disgraes
ing the rebels whom they thought fit to encourage.
But on the other hand, we read of the supreme
pontiff being obliged, about the same tims, to
have recourse to asssseination to punish two ad-
herents of the king, and afterwards to purge him-
self by an oath which was not deemed sufficient
without thirty-four bishops swearing with bim. ¢
The thorough dissolution of all union betweem
the sovereigns of the eame family which now pre-
vailed, and that bad and uncertain agreement
which existed between the church and its rival
governments, were amply sufficient to produce the
most deplorable condition of affairs. But these
evils were augmented by the vigilance with which
* Nithard.
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the foreign enemies of the empire took advantage
of their existence. The Saracens bad been so dar-~
ing snd succeasful in their invasians, as at one
time to bave pillaged the church of St Peter at
Bome. The Hungarians, yet uncivilized by any
communion with Christendom, swept like sn un~
expected blast over the fields of Germany ; and the
wild adveoturous Normans, kings of the sew, haunt-
ed like birds of prey the unprotacted cossts of
France.

But wretched as this condition was for the peo~
ple, and destructive as it shertly proved to the
establishment of regal authority, it was favourable
to the progress of chivalry. The iustitution of
laws is the imposition of an involuntary obligation;
and when there is no authority sufficiently stabla
%o fix this unwilled rule of right on the many;
means must be taken to gain the foew, by their own
free consent. The possessars of lawge tervitories
ot the peried of which we are speaking, had little
to fear from the smthority af the monarch; but,
oxposed as each was to rivala in ambition as ad-
vantageously situated sa himself, he found it ne~
cessary to gather around him as many followers as
be could muster. Both the monarch and his ba-
rous had thus to pumue a line of policy in the
highest degree praductive of personal valour. Un~
sble, in the unsettled state of their territories, to
exercise an gheolute awthority, they were obliged
o offer rewarda and inducements, to secure the
sexvices which were 8¢ necessary to their safety
snd elevasion. While, therefore, it is to this epoch
that the foundation of the feudal system has been
sseribed, * we may alse attribute to the canees

* Hallaw, Hist. of Middle Ages, vel, i. p. 117.

>
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which then operated a great incresse of strengely
in the advancing spirit of chivalry. Independent
of the strong connection which always existed be-
tween these two important institutions, the state
of the empire during the ninth and tenth centuries
was in every way adapted to unite them, and to
promote the principles from which the union arose.

The knight became a vassal originally, not from
any inferiority of birth, or from circumstances which
affected the free nobility of his nature, but be-
cause he possessed courage, a bold spirit, a hesrt
that counld nourish fidelity and friendship—the vir-
tues which rendered him a worthy and useful ss-
sociate of warlike princes and nobles. The grant
which he received of land was not only the reward
of services freely given, but a new bond of
friendly union between him and his lord. It gave
him a kind of domestic relationship with his supe-
rior, rendered their interests thenceforth one, and
taught them to look to each otber as reciprocally:
obligdted to resent their affronts and support thetr
rights. It was from this original freedom of the
contract that all those maxims were derived, which
rendered it shameful for a knight ever to fight'a-
gainst his lord, and even bound him to contend by
his side, when he waged rebellion against his so-
vereign.. All the duties which were inculcated at
the time of his investiture breathe the same feeling,
and are evidently referable to the same origin. If
chivalry, indeed, have any of that moral beauty for
which it has obtained so much admiration, the spi~
rit of the feudal system also deserves somewhat
of the same praise. As they present themselves ‘to
the mind in theory, they appear equally calculated
to produce sentiments of generosity, noble and de-
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voted friendships, and all the kind and hospitable
sympathies of a free but useful association. In.
their corruption they were about equally produc-
tive of bad effects ; and if we contemplate either
with pleasure, it must be in their firet establish-
-ment, or when the principles from which they pro-
ceeded had the power of novelty over those who
embraced them.

That personal valour was at its highest price in
these unsettled times, the history of the wild feuds,
the ceaseless struggles for territory, and the violens .

"changes which distinguished them, prove beyomd:
doubt ; nor is there any want of evidence to de-
monsirate the power which the church had gained
over its filial subjects. Instances, it is true, ocoury
in which we see the stern and barbarous passions
of some chieftain pushing him on to a "desperate
contempt of its ordinances ; but this, in general,
sppears to have been the "result of an sudacious
impiety, not of any cool disregard of ecclesi-
astical authority ; and was ranked by his cotem-
poraries with the fearful blaspbemies which made
men dare the vengeance of God, or the spirits of
evil. The almost universal state of mankind was
one of trembling superstition ; nor is it requisite to
bring forward the vices or corrapt conduct of the
sovereign pontiffs, as abselutely necessary to ex-
plain the gloomy phenomenon. I can never be-
lieve, that, bad as was the influence they exercised,
horrible as were their sins against the divine truth,
which they hid and polluted as much as they had
the power to do, that they had so completely the
sway over light and darkness, as to be able, by
ﬁﬂr policy, to sﬁeep the world in mght whenever

m’ I .
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it wae their will. No sovereign, either temporal
or epiritual, gaine a more than jast influence over
the minds of his subjects, till canses foreign to his
dl!llomyhcvoundedtodobnethon The great
imto which every clase of mankind had
fallen at the period of which we are speaking, was
of itself sufficient to prodace the complete corrap-
tion of religion. To preserve the purity of a faith
divinely revealed, there are two things necessary ;
the full and gemeral comprehension of its - doc-
trines, and such an idea of the evidence on which
they rest, as will prevent their being eonfownd-
ed with the inventions of either impostors or fa-
maties. Religion may exist in the minds of in-
dividwals, . without the possession of mueh reason-
ing power, and be pure and effective ; but ameng
a large body of people, in a nation, or a family of
nations, it cannot ; for‘thongh itmaynotbeoor—
rwpted by, or yield to, private passion, of which
it often supplies the place, it never has a sufficient
pre-eminence above the present interests which
agitste people and nations, not to be sabjected to
the public mind, ard take the very hue and colow
of its disposition. But to whatever causes we at-
tribute it, certain it is, that every eountry in Ew-
" rope felt at this period the iron hand of supersti-
tion, asbeavyasitem fell in the worst times of
peganism on the heathen world. The worship of
relics was carried to the highest pitch of absardity ;
to Rome, which had never either reason
or imagination to dignify them, were regarded as the
most pious act which the faithful could perform; and
to reverence the clergy with a blind and servile
awe, the best and sweetest sacrifice which God
could receive. However the mind may be con-
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stiuted, it id next to impossible that it should ee-
cape the influence of such an enervating atmo-
sphere as was thus cast about it. If it be naturally
weak or base, it will become brutish and besotted,
a vile mase of dull surmisings and wntamed ap-
petites ; if it be of a better and higher nature, it
will give life to the empty forms and ceremonies
which it has been taught to regard with reverence.
It will feel the strange awe, the mysterious, though
perhaps doubting dread, which even companion-
ship with the superstitious inspires. In the power
to which the multitade bows, it can see the only
image of the divine attributes on which, from in-
fancy, it bas been taught to look ; and free as it
may be in all other respects, it wxllmgly yields it-
self to the solemn impressions and associations
with which the faith of our fathers is bound ups
But the generousness of its nature remains, and
imagination throws a light and glory even over the
forms of the eartbliest superstition. It may wor-
ship the same idels as the vulgar, but it is not till
the wood and stone with which the vulgar are con-
tented, have become spiritmalized—eclothed with
the brightness of thought, and made to assume
the shape and lineaments of some heavenly form
which they have loved and nurtured in their souls.

This, or something very like it, was the actual
state of many of the free and ardent epirits whe
laboured wnder the oppressive darkness of the
middle ages ; and to the resistance they opposed
agaiust the total destruction of all true and noble
feeling, that period owed the only &m of light
which saved mankind from utter iem. Whe-
ther these sentiments of gemerosity and freedom,
which in the worst times of ansrchy prevailed in
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some breasts, had their origin in, and could only-
be supported by, the institutions of chivalry—
whether it is to them we must principally at-
tribute their higher development in succeeding
ages, or that we are to regard the former alto-
gother in the light of inventions which only tes-
tify the existence of a power, but have ne influ-
ence in the creation of that power—the considera-
tion of this question cannot be here undertaken ;
but there appears to me far more resson to regard
clnvnlry as the exhibition of a secret energy, long
trying to emancipate itself, and at length becom-
ing eatisfied with any outward expression which
circumstances prompted it to take, than as a mys-
terious assemblage of all-powerful rules, each of
which had life in itself, and could give life to the
qualities which were wanted to perfect the che-
valier ; that is, not as a religion, but as the cere-
monies which men invent after the religion has
been established, and when a bolder licentionsness
makes it necessary to support what is natural and
divine by what is human.

France, and the territories which had been sub-
jected to that monarchy by the talents of Char-
lemagne, continued to anﬂ'er all the evils we bave
mentioned, till the last descendant of that prince
who filled the imperial throne was driven from it
with contempt and obloquy, and a successful usur-
pation conveyed the kingdom of France to a new
and powerful leader. To Hugh Capet is general-
ly ascribed the praise of having attempted to re-
store order and tranquillity to the nation ; and it
is supposed that, during his reign, or that of his
immediate successors, chivalry received many im-
portant additions, and began to sssume more of
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the character which belonged to it as a aﬁicdﬁ::
ligious system, than it bad hitherto done. ¢ Ther
was then more of mystery about it,” says Fau-
chet; * and he believes this new aathority to have
. been given it, that the violence of the warlike ba-:
rons might, in some measure, be restrained by its.
influence. But the power of Hugh Capet was:
not of sufficient stability to enable him to effect
much by amy positive ordimance ; and if it be not*
regarded as the result of a new authority, chivalry
nosght take its commencement as well while the
great seignieries were left unthreatemed by the
prince, as after the ascension of a more ambitious
family.

The situation of the other great European states:
appears to have been equally favourable at this pe-
ried 10 the festering of chivalry. Spain bad been-
overrus by the Moo, and its people subjected to
the triampbant bamuer of Islamism ; but the root
of national worth and valour remained after the
stem aad the leaves were blasted. The noble he-
reism of FPelaye, and of his bold followers, was.
sufficient to keep alive the spirit ef their country
in its womt calsmities; and amid the wild fast-
nesses of the rocky Asturins, they breathed the
true air of liberty, while their bearts were fed
with the deep love and hely recollections of their
peternal homes. The desperate hazard of the life
which this little band of patriots habitually led—
the actions they performed, in the moet rumantic
spirit of adventure—tbe whole tenor, m fact, of
their existence, was in harmony with the purest

* Origines des Chevaliers. ’
2c.
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matins of chivalry ; and they only wanted the
advantages of a richer dominion, to shine in all
the glory of its most perfect stages. .
The kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon had an
origin similar to that which was founded by Pe--
layo, and were equally propitious to the .growth of
chivalry. The subsequent history of Spain dur-
ing these early tiines, tends strongly to manifest
the hold which it had acquired on the minds of her
warriars. The defeat which Charlemagne suffer-
ed at Roncesvalles, if history be not very false,
must have been entirely owing to the operation of
principles which knightly honour is most likely to
foster. The character of the early kings of that
country was also imbued with the same spirit ; and
many of them had some of the brightest qualities
of Christian warriors. There was one important
circumetance, however, which prevented chivalry
from attaining its genuine character so early in
Spain as in other countries. The power of . the
Pope was less acknowledged there than in any o-
ther part of Europe; and hence, the splendour of
rites and' ceremonies was less likely to become
embodied with the pomp of war and military
virtue. Iam inclined to think, that we should
at all times be more correct, when speaking of mo~
dern chivalry, to apply to it the epithet Ecclesi~
astical, instead of Religious, or Christisn ; for it was
never the pure principle of religion which charac-
terized it, so much as the glory with which it was
invested by the church, and the maxims which it
was the interests of churchmen to place among its
laws. There was in Spain more of that devout
but desperate valour which properly belongs to
chivalry than in any other country; and no na-
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tion wes ever placed in circumstances morve ad-.
apted to unite war with piety. The enemies with
whom its defenders had to contend, were the ene-
mies of its faith. The name of Moor could not
be heard by the Spaniard, without his calling to
mind the danger which menaced all that saneti-
fied the land of his birth. To eave it from the
power of the invader, was to fight on the side of
Gred; and when he returned in triumph, be had suc-
cesded in fixing the standard of the Cross in opposi-
tion to that of Satan. It is therefore a very singu-
lar circumstance, that, favoured as chivalry was
in the early times of Spain, it had not the power of
sumimoning her sons to the contest, when it was
most actively operating on the spirit of every
other Christian soldier. The truest reason, perbape
is that which has been hinted at above.

In Italy and Germany, we meet with circom-
stances which, a3 respects the early state of chi-
wvalry, associates their history with that of France.
‘The same stern contests of baron with baron, the
same-character of haughty independence in these
chieftains, and the superstitious veneration for the
ohurch, which, with few exceptions, was general
among them all, afforded the same necessity for
the employment of knights, and conduced to a si-
milar assumption of sanctity.

. The records of our own country, at this period,
are highly illustrative of the ancient history of chi-
valry, and serve to confirm the idea of its origin-
ating at an earlier era, than that which many
writers assign. Among the Anglo-Saxons, * there
is the undoubted testimony of cotemporary writers

* Turner's Hist. of Anglo-Saxons.
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to prove, thut it existed with 4 eonisidersble degreé-

_of religious ceremony and importance. We hear
of fasts and vigils, and al} the solemn rites of inves-
titure which belonged to the order in later times;
and so distinguishing a feature was this of Saxon
chivalry,” that the Normans, on coming into the
island, despised the native warriors for submitting to
such ceremonies. A very short period, however,
served to corrupt the piety of the old English
kmights. “ They are,” says ome of their writers,*
“ inconstant amifaithless, neither governed by bene-
fits nor feary drinking their delight, and quarrels,
fighting and blasphemy, their perpetual practice.
'Fhe crimes committed in their intoxieation, they
laugh at on the morrow; perjury they deem a trifle,.
blood-shedding a praise, and unchastity scarcely a
subject of blame.” Butit can bardly be won-
dered at that this was the character of the knights,
if we are to place any confidence in the aecount
which is given of the manners of the people
themselves. In a sermon cited by Dr Henry,’
we find the preacher, a bishop, thus describing his-
countrymen. ¢ We cannot be deceived, for it'is
too evident that this natien is plunged into inwm--
merable crimes and vices; as covetousness, theft,
robbery, gluttony, heathenish impurities, forni-
cations, adulteries, ineests, plottings, treacheries,
treasons, lyings, perjuries, cruelties, murders, par-
ricides. The far greatest part of the people of this
country, as I have already said, are deplorably
corrupted in their' manners, and become murderers,
parricides, priest-killers, monastery-haters, violators
of sacred orders, false swearers, apostates, be-

*+ Adam Brem,
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trayers of their masters, thieves, robbers, and plan-
derers. Many of the women also are desperately
abandoned, child-murderers, and witches. In &
word, it is impossible either to number, or give
names to all their wicked and flagitious deeds.” It
is possible that this picture may be the gloomiest
one which could be given of the manners of the
period at which it was taken ; but it is not proba-
ble that it had so slight a resemblance to the origi-
nal as Doctor Henry supposes; and another aun-
thor, * who wrote when society appears to have
been under the influence of similar circumstances,
and at no great distance of time from Bishop Lu-
Ppus, gives us a description of the knights of his

which impresses us with an idea that chivalry

been then long existing in considerable splendour,
but had become grossly corrupt.- After observing,
that a knight, to be a good one, should inure

“ himself to labour, to run, carry weights, bear the

sun and dust, and be content with hard living and
coarse food, he says, « Some think that military

lory consists in this :—that they shine in elegant
grw; that they make ‘their clothes tight to their
body, and to bind on their linen and silken gar-
ments as to seem a skin-colour like their flesh. If
they are sitting softly on their ambling horses, they
think themselves so many Apollos. If you make
an army of them, you will have the camp of Thais,
not of Hannibal. Each is boldest in the banquet-
ting-hall ; but in the battle, every one desires to do
the least. They would rather shoot arrows at the
enemy, than come to close fighting. If they return
home without & scar, they sing triumphantly of

* John of 8alicbury.
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their bdttles, and boast of the theusand deaths that-
wandered near their temples. If diligent idleness
can procure any spear, which, being brittle as hemp,
should chance to be broken in the field; if a piece
of gold, minium, or any colour of the rainbow, by
any chance or blow, should fall out of their shields,
their garrulous tongues would make it an everlast.
ing memorial. They have the first places at supper;
they feast every day eplendidly if they can afford
it ; but shun lsbour and exercise like a dog or &
snake. Whatevet is surrounded with difficulty they
leave to those who serve them. In the meantime,
they so gild their shields and so adorn their tenta,
that you would think every one not a scholar, but &
chieftain of war.” By comparing these twoaccounts,
we may form some conjecture of the ancient state
of chivalry in this country. It had, from a very earky
period, partaken of the religieus, or rather the su-
pemstitious character, which distinguished the Am-
glo-Saxons shortly before the Conquest. Their love
of selics and pilgrimages—their devout reverenee of
the eharch—their belief in witcheraft and prodigies,
and original bravery of constitution,—all united to
‘imprees them with a rude notion of the system.
It accordingly scquired a footing among them, as
early as it did in any of the countries where it af+
terwards flourished in snch magnificence. But in
the violent and sanguinary contests which marked
the decline of the Saxoms, and delivered the
country to the ravages of private warfare, its re-
ligious character was buried in a stern and feroci-
ous licentiousness, and to a great degree justified
the testimony left against them by their cotem-
poraries.

At the Conquest, & new power was given to
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The feudal system, which

hivalry in
it is donbtful whether the Saxons bad before

known, was engrafied upon the already existing
scheme. William dmded the land into so many
knights’ fees; and the vanquished inhabitants saw
his proud followers vow the service of their swords
in return for the possessions they aoquired. The
condition, however, of a conquered conntry is per-
haps the laast of all others favourable to knightly
virtue. Courage invariably degenerates into brute
force, when it is not opposed by courage and
power equal, or nearly so. The reigns of William's
immediate successsrs afford ample proof of this
fact. A few years converted the noble warriors
of Normandy imto a tribe of plunderers. The
power of oppression had taught them the love of
pillage ; and when that is learnt, it requirés no little
time to eradicate it. After having, by a long series
of saverities, destroyed the objects which at first
exercised their swords, they began to tam them in-
discriminately on whatever awakened sheir passions,
or their hopes of profitable aggression. Castles
were built for the sole purpose of shielding these
bandit soldiers from the power or vengeance of the
people they oppressed ; and William Rufus, who
had reveived his knighthood at the handsof an
Archbishop, is said to bave given his young che-
valiers unbounded license to practise their courage
and weapons in the plunder of travellers and ille
defended castles. It also deserves remark, that
even the ministers of religion were at this time not

cted by their sanctity from the savage fieree-
ness of knights and barons. An account is givea
of one of these disgraces to the order, whe bonsted
that he had helped to burn twenty-four monks with
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their monastery. Their conduct towards each
other, when taken captive in their private feuds,
was marked by the same spirit of lawless bar-
barism ; and chivalry appears, at this time, to have
possessed none of its worthiest and most interest-
ing characteristics. When manners became a lit-
tle softened by the gradual introduction of milder
principles, the turbulent chieftains drank deep'y
of the luxuries which their wealth or their swords
had enabled them to acquire ;" and thus they bed
came ambitious of that pomp and splendour of apd
parel and soft living, which Jobhn of Salisbury
so roundly accuses them of affecting.

But we are now on the verge of that importar-
era in the history of chivalry, which gave a fixe -
and decided character to the whole institation. «
have thought it necessary to take a rapid glance : ;
the circumstances by which its commencemer .t
was most probably attended in the different Euro-

‘pean States. We must undoubtedly leave much
f0 uncertain conjecture ; but the subject merits a
very smple consideration. The history of the
system becomes, it is true, fuller of more splen-
did details as we proceed; and it is from i.

later annals, and from the pictures diawn of it just
before the brilliant chimera vanished into mo-
thing, that the poet and romancer may draw theig.
most gorgeous materials ; but the historian and phiy
losopher will find most pleasure in examining ity
obecure origin, and the first effects of its existenom
The subject under this point of view is one of pro-
‘found interest, and, if fully treated, would bring
into consideration many of the most important
questions connected with the history of modern
times, and the formation of modern systems.of
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thought and opinion. By far too much influence
I conceive is ascribed to the later forms of chi-

on European manners. The gay and court-
ly knighthood, which filled the palaces of more
modern princes with proud and gorgeous trap-
pings, had far greater connection with the mere
outward and superficial circumstances of soclety,
than with the things which affect and govern its
s )int bat the chivalry of earlier times, if it had
any existence, was deeply rooted among the strong-
« .t fibres of social existence. .
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CHAPTER IIL

THE INITIATORY CEREMONIES OF XNIONTHODD-ITS
SACRED CHARACTER.

Havine briefly eonsidered the origin of Chivalry,
and its relative importance in the great work of
modern civilization, we proceed to give some view
of the several particulars of which the system was
composed. These may be divided under two
heads :—the ceremonies and the doctrines of Chi-
valry,—its outward shows, and its moral and
practical application. The former of these wrill
farnish materials for the present chapter. .
One of the principal and distinguishing circam-
stances of chivalry as an institution—that which
ought in fact to be ranked next in importance to
its union with religion—is the influence which it
possessed as & system of education. This, it
seems, -was more certainly peculiar to it than swy
other of its characteristics. Feelings of
belonged, as we have seen, to many of the moet
distinguished warriors of former ages; and some-
thing like the ceremonies of investiture prevailed
from the earliest times. But chivalry alone pro-
vided a regular system of education for the fu~
ture warrior, and, from the first dawn of youthy

—_—— —
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began to imbue his mind and feelings with the prin-
ciples on which he wasto act. Nor is the atten-
tion, which it formed a part of the institutions of
chivalry to bestow on its young aspirants, to be
confounded with that which nations have some-
times employed in the public education of their
youth. The latter was in general a political and
legislative ordinance, and was intended to form a
whole people, net a certain namber of individuals,
in the practice of war, or warlike virtues. But
chivelric edueation was of a private and domestic
character; was used for the instruction of a select
fow; and was part of the rules of an order, not of
a natiea. ' :

" We shall probably be nearly right if we consi-
der, that chivalry made its most important

towurds a general establishment, when the incul«
eatlon of its principles began to be regarded as s
regular and necessary part of education. The pre~
cise period at which this was the case, is not to be
oaeily determined. Under Charlemagne, there is
reason to believe, the warriors of Christendom first
sesumed to themselves the sanctity of the sworn
friends of the church; and it is likely that, to-
wards the latter end of the reign of that monarch,
or seon afier its conclusion, some part of the ce-
remeny was invented by which that sacred union
would be sigrified. It is highly probable, more-
over, thas soon after this union of religions and
military honours, a regular system of education be-
goa to be thought of, for the future defenders of
the Hely See. The ecclesiastics, who frequented
the court of the severeign or of the other great
potentates of the nation, would, we may reason-
shly suppese, favour this proceeding; and the pe

'
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culiar circumstances of feudalism rendered it hoth
natural and necessary.

We can only draw our notions of knightly edu-
cation from documents which were written long
after the establishment of the aystem; but the re-
presentations of which, at least in these respects,
there is no reason to mistrust. According to the
view which these have given of the instruction be-
stowed on a chevalier, from his being first devoted
to a life of war to his obtaining. the spurs, the
education which he received was admirably adapt-
ed to its purpose.

The feudal system, the republicanism of aristo-
cracy, produced a singular mixture of demineer-
ing haughtiness and turbulent freedom. But the
political equality which it beetowed on a number
of lofty-minded men, led to the introduction of
a barbaric and eplendid luxury. To have the gay-
est banguets and she noblest followers, was almost
as great an object of ambition as extent of terri-
tory ; and hence the castles of the great barons
were filled with retinues, and sometimes exhi-
bited the pom£ of princely courts. When the
use of arms, the inculcation of military ambition,
and of the qualities which might best adorn the
descendant of a race of soldiers, formed the most
necessary acquirements of noble youths, these ba-
ronial halls were the fittest schools that could be
found. There the veteran warrior told the tale of
his stormy exploits, the minstrel woke his lays in
praise of the heraes of past ages, and lordly was-
sailings, showed the triumphant chief in all the glory
of successful daring. The maxims which were
to guide the future knight in his career were there
in full action. The pride of birth, the show of
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fuariess courage, the generous feelings of brother-
hood, which were necessary to associates in the
same cawes, and that courtesy of behaviour which
wee t0 be exhibited in their intercourse with
other noble aad princely warriors, were nowhere
to be learnt but in those almost royal seats of aris-
toeratic splendour. There ako they first sprung
up, and there they centinued to fourish, strength-
ened and multiplied by al} the cireumstances which
eomtributed te preserve the independence of the no-
bles, or remder the specious virtues of warriors
worthy of pepular admiration. To the castle
of Bis brother noble “the baron sent his son to
be tréined in the duties which would one day
beleng to his cendition, and which the freedom

which his own meaner establishment failed to afford
sweh lofty examples. ' Nor was it enly the barbarous
graces of war which were thus tanght in the fendal
eustles. ‘The young and beautiful daughters and
wards of their possessors, were early taught to add
the influence of their charms to the teaching of
bavons and kwights. Their presence made the
minstre} divide his seng equally between the praises
of love and bravery. To their smiles the aspirant
after fame saw the noblest of his predecessors look
for nt; and the romance of youth,
combined with the spirik of the times, served to
wake gallantry ene of the first virtues that were
loeked for in every youth whe had gentle blood in
i veims. )

Ax soon, therefore, as a father hnd deteemined

2p
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on devoting his son to the profession of arma,. luis
immediate care was to place him in the househeld
of some prince or noble who had the greatest.re-
putation for knightiy virtue, and whose court was
mpst celebrated for its magnificence-and the num-
ber of distinguished warriors by whom it was fre-
quented. Having succeeded in this important
point, the object of his ambitious hopes was placed,
at the age of saven or eight, in the family of the
nobleman upder whose auspices be had to pursne
his martial exercises. The first title bestowed
on the embryo chevalier, was that of varletos,
damoiseau, or page; and the duties of his office
were a compound of service and study. The ob-
ject of his situation was, to afford him the kmow-
ledge and accomplishments of a finished gentle-
man of the period; but in order to do this, -he
bad to occupy himself in the performance of duties,
which were only not servile, because paid for in
liberal instruction and fair example. This wss
even still more the case when he advanced to the
next step in his progress, and when . time, service,
and obedience were required, in proportion to the
greater degree of honour which was given.

The ideas which commonly connect themselves
with the word page, even at the present day, af-
ford a tolerably correct picture of the varlet of
chivalry. The first lesson which he received was
that of bumility, and respectful attention to the
commands of his superiors. As the best method
of inculcating this salutary principle, he was plac-
ed, at the beginning of his course, almost entirely
at the command of the ladies. He was to attend
their bidding in hall and bower, to perform their
messages, accompany them in their visite, .and
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whenever it pleased his fair mistresses, to bé their
confidant and their faithful assistant in all the
arts and emprises of lady-love. In conjunction with
these employments, the pages were next taught to'
afford their puny aid in the: sports of hunting or
hawking, to be near their master or mistress, and'
tender their services:during the chase ; but princi-
pally to increase the number and gaiety of the re~
tinue.  As they acquired strength, they were ex~
ercised in the use of ‘light weapons, and engaged
in-games, or mimic tournaments and battles. They
were thus gradually ascustomed to bear the great-
er fatigues which awaited them ; and the principles
of gullantry and honour which were instilled into
them in the earliest years of their youth, prepared
them for undertaking the splendid exploits which
were the glory of knighthood. But the lessons
which they received in the use of arms and the
practice of military virtue, were not the only kind
of instruction of which they had advantage in the |
baronial ball. They were taught, if we are to
place any faith in the representations of the old
romances, all the duties which they owed to God
and man, and particularly to the church. When
the priest neglected to impress them sufficiently
with the necessity of a holy life, or when his ex~
hortations ‘were neglected, some aged knight or
pious-dame took upon themselves the charitable
office of instructing their favourite page ; and- if
the writers-above alluded to be worthy of credit, -
they lost nothing by the change of their teachers.
The old knight, who, in the Book of Chivalry; -
warns the squire against levity in his holy calling,
is.represented as deeply versed -in divine ‘know- -

‘ladge ; and. the celebrated Dame* des Belles-Cous -
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sines, ke hardly her equal for skill in theology
among the most learned dactors of the church.
The famoua romanee of the Petiy Jeban do
Seintré, which bes faraished so meny amwsing il-
Instrations ta writess on chivalry, aflerde us some
ides of the kind of teaching whioh the page re-
esived in matters of faith and decerine. The Dame
dea Belles Cousines bad fixed her tender re-
garde en the Petit Jehan, whom she deemed ohe
wight love and yet keep her vow of widowhewd
walroken ; bat having, with same dificulty, made
the hashful youth wnderstand that he must and
oaghtto love her in return, she preceeded to-instrucs
him in the solemn duties of religien. And first,
she tgught him he must aveid she sin of pride,
which was bateful to God, and uwabecoming im &
lover,—aef anger, which wes cendemned on the
same autherities,—af envy, for no deme could love
any one whe had sa base a pessien,—of idlenees,
whioch would prevest his performing his - duty te
hor,wwof glustony, whieh was unbecoming in a
lower, whe sheuld be lively and spiritual,vwand of
Mxory.  He was alee to keep the ten commend.
meats invielably,~te treasure in his Leart the
twslve. articloa of faith,.—to ezercine the sevenm
prineipal virtues, in eontradiction to the seven vices,
~~and te perform the seven warks of spiriemal mer.
oy, which comsisted im saving people from esrer ; and
the seven works of corperal mercy, which embrae-
od all warks of eharity dese to the body.” - -
Haring boen thus fully instracted in the seve-
val parts of his ealling, and been made to wndes-
stand, both by precept amd exanaple, whet he cught
to de 58 an aspirant to the henous of knightheod;
the .ascomplished page lecked anxiomaky for his
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elevation to the rank of squire. This he obtained;-
if he acquitted himself well in his former cdpacity,:
at.the age of thirteen or fourteen ; and his admis-
sion was frequently accompanied with some degree
of pomp and ceremony. He was presented at the.
alter by his father and mother, bearing tapers in
their hands as an offering ; while the priest, taking
. & sword and girdle, which he sanctified with many-
benedietions, bestowed them on the page, who
thenceforward wore them, and obtained the name of
Squire. This ceremony is supposed by Saint Pe-:
laye to bave preceded that. which belonged to -
‘knighthood, and te have been the only .one allud-:
ed te in the more ancient enthors. But it appears:
unlikely, that religious offices should have been.
employed in conferring the inferior honours of chi--
valry, and altogether omitted when the possessor
arrived at the highest glory of the professien. It
is more probable, that if no distinct ceremony ex-~
isted for the admission of knights at the time.al<
laded to, that the rites above mentioned formed
the ordinance appointed for the general admission:
of the nobly descended warrior to the profession.
of arms; his first acceptance of, and right to bear
them, being the time when the church thought it
most proper to mterfere, and manifest the claim
she had upon bis services.

This religious admission, however, of the young
squire to the honours of his new station was not
universal, as appears by the history of the Petit:
Jeban de Saintré ; for that notable varlet having a
powerful friend in the Dame des Belles Cousines,
was one day called by the maitre d'hotel of the
prince his master, who, having demanded his name,
at once exclaimed, “ Jeban, you: shall be no_longer
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mﬁhghnapwmdyﬂhm
chant;” and them directed him to aveid
proud, te keep: his hands and nails clean, and aleo
the rest of his person, which would be a necessary
sttention in the duties he had now te perform.
Jehan promised obedience ; and went first weid
Imeeled before the king, whom he thanked for the
grace he hmd done him, and thea paid the same
honour te the queen, who said,  Sainwé, the ser
vices snd grace you have showa to ali, and espe-
cially to the ladies, have advanced yeu from a
to a squire of my Lord.” And ull presept

Joimed in exclaiming, sfier she had exhorted him
to continue his goed deeds, * He has been, and is, |
& good varleton.” Alooonutlmwudono,ad‘
hin master and mistress were seated st dinner, the
masdtre d’hotel put the naphine, bread, and other
Hecessaries of the table upen Jehan's shouMder, and
told kim to begin his duty as varlet-tranchant, which
he did to the great pleasure of all who saw him.

According to the same scosunt of a squive’s ad-
mission to that honour, considerable expemse wus
requisite to de befitting respect to the office. The
Petit Jehan was directed by the Dame, to whom
ke owed s0 much of his success, to make noble
::anbtoomypemsbunbem To ome

was to give a horse, to anether a splendid robe,
o ladies of high rank precions jewels, to those of
inferior degree ommenuoflu- worth, but equally
flattering by the manner in which they were to be
presented. His own dress and accoutrements were
aleo to be of the most expensive kind; and many
hndnd-ofgooderownshadv‘lnhedbefomtho
gonorous Dame des Belles Cousines saw her hand-
some equire fully equipped to her wishes.
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But it was now that the rules ead duties of &
chivatrows life begmk vo ‘bo were fully set before
¢thie smbitioos novice. He had hitherts been res
gweded as mather fit fov the eervice of dumes aud
denwisslics ¢than men of war. He had been pars

anp’:omhip in prefession. Bat le sow bee
camoe ea objoct of disinguished attsntion ts the
lmights, whose care it was thenceforth to vee him
well instacted te follow their exumplo. « For,”
owys Caxton, * ¢ in likewise a8 8-man will learn te
saw for W be a tailor, or if & carpenter, him bae
hoveth that ke have » master that can sew or delves
all in likwwise it beboveth, thet & noblemsan that
loveth the order of chivaley, wnd will bu & knight,
buve first & master that is u knight; for thus
as & discovenable thing it should be, that « mm
thas would learn to sew shouid lewrn to sew: of &

ter ; all in lilewise should it be a diseovens
able thiag; thut a squire sheuld learn the ordet
mud the neblesse of chivalry of any other man then
» Jmight.”

When tke honsecheold was of grent extemt, and
a.number of thess noble youths formed part of the
estublisinnent, they were divided imto different
cliasees, and reveived appellations siguificant of the
pasticular duties they hud to perform. Thus, there
was the body-squire, the squire of the chamben,
the squiretranchant, whose daty it was to attend
ot ®able, the equira of the equirie, and thoss
wringse. parsionlar churge it wan to take care of the

* Bosk of Chivahy:
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wine-cellar and the pantry. The first of these
was the most honourable rank, and was not ge-
nerally obtained till afier some years service in the
inferior degrees of squireship. But it was very
common to bave the different offices united, when
there were but few squires to perform the various
duties of attendance; and the respectful youth,
while he was practised in managing with skill the
war-horse, in bearing his person valiantly in arms,
and addressing himself to gain the favour of the
ladies by all the graces of gallantry, was employed
a great part of his time in the services of & house-
hold attendant—to wait at table with respect and
adroitness being as essential a requisite in his chs-
racter as his more showy accomplishments.

Far from this being considered as derogal to
the honour of the squire, it was a custom tot:l{ich
the mest noble youths submitted with the utmost
grace and eatisfaction. Instances are not wanting *
of the proudest lords, and those who had the dig-
nity of their house most at heart, being uniformely
attended on by their sons; and the manner in
which these services was performed by the as-
pirant to the honour of chivalry, was an sugwry
of what was in fature to. be expected from his
gentle blood. Besides assisting at table during the
principal repast, the squire had also to prepare the
rooms for the festivities of the evening, and to di-
vide his attention between dancing with, and pay-
ing compliments to, the.ladies, and serving the
confitures, the hippocras, and other refreshments,
which it was the custom to present on such occa-
sions. . The nobleness-of his demeanour, his ami-

* Froisart’s Chronicles.
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sble disposition and graceful person, were here
shown to the best advantage; and while his at-
tendance at the back of the knight his master, was
rendered honourable by the etiquette of military
subjection and the prospect of advancement, his
modest but polished attention in the gayer festivi-
ties of the hall, was rewarded by the kind smiles,
and, not unfrequently, the kinder thoughts, of love-
ly and high-born damsels. If we add to this, that
it was at such times the properly instructed squire
was called upon to exercise his skill in song and
‘music, and to employ to the best of his power
every accomplishment which either nature or art
bad bestowed upon him, we shall have a proper
idea of his importance in the gay retinue of a
wealthy baron.

- If there be any thing, indeed, in the poetry of
old romance, in which we may indulge as a true
pictare of chivalrous delight, it is in its represen-
tations of the pleasures of a young and -noble
squire. In the full glow of youth,—occupied in-
icessantly in some pursuit that added to the graces
of his person, or to his hilarity of feeling,—enjoying
the advantages of proud associations, and encou-
raged to expect the most brilliant rewards of fu-
ture exertion,—he had the brightest materials that
hope could possibly possess of which to frame her
enchantments. War was to be his glory ; but its
ancient splendour was blended with a milder and
more captivating charm. The ponderous sword
had a golden scabbard, and the iron lance-head
was adorned with a silken pennon. There were
other smiles to be won than those of senates, and
those which he was justified by his elders in va-
luing more highly than all other rewards of va-
VOL. I. E :
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lour. While he was leoking forward with suxisey
te. opportanities for distingmishing himself in his
proud career, he was surrounded by love amd
beauty in all their brightness. Every faciliey
was afforded him for the early devotion of his
affections to some rich aud gravious indetress
The mode of life which was followed iw. &hie
beronial hall, made love s necessary ingvediems
to existence, and maidenly modesty waa, Ro. moné
than maidesly pride, likely to chill che hosom
of an ardent and humble suiter. Cheerfully res

himself, therefore, to the fascinations of
beauty, he felt a higher delight in the gallant- ex~
ercises which were te prepare him for defemds
ing it. His strength and agility wete .neved
without an admirer, and whatever merit he poe
seased was swe to be eahtmced by the eiiles
and favour of his gentle msstrees. If he dated
opeanly tell his:love, it was his pride and glery te
uphold her superiority to all other msirions among
bis compeers ; and if circnmetances obliged birir ¢
keep it secret, he had the remantic pledsure of
stolen interviews, snd the interchange of neystbtie
ous tokens, with the hepe thes never feiled cither
squire or kuight, of vanquishing ail difficnities in
love or fortune by the good deeds of their pres
wess. TFhe firet years of chivalteus life were-thus
full of splendid promise ; and the Keart of the young
acolyte denced buoyantly to the mwsic of love and
romance which filled the atmosphere thet surreund-
ed him. Existence had not yet been dispoiled of any
of its seeming geod ; the glory after which he
panted it was for his own arm to win; end the love
ofwomun,mall\mbﬁghm-ndhmry,mth
jewel.of chivalry from it loweds te'ite liighest grade.
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" .* g ve poasced with our scoeent of the squire’s
employments. Ons of his most important duties
wee to take care of the horees ; and it is from this
pact of his occupation masy smthers hase be-

the term esquire, but which is more commenly de-
vived from escw, a shield, which formed part of
the arms be bad a right to bear. By far the mest
ssrious, hawever, of his duties were yet to come,
sad they were those which mere particularly be~
langed tohim a6 s attondens on the person of his
. Every means was employed to prepare
hnpmpeﬂyfw\hfaﬁgwundpdhnﬁi&
he would thus be expesed. The gawmes in which
bo wee almost imcemsantly exercised to. give him
stremgth and agility of limh, were wuch the same
ap those practised in & modern school of gymnes.
tics3 but there were others which have been lost
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of men that love danger, and cared not for hard-
ships, their young followers were taught to beat
hunger and thirst without repining,—to pass the
night amid the darkness of wild forests and under
the cold sky,—to employ their invention in saving
themselves from danger on its unexpected ap-
proach,—and to be content with any thing, so that
they might but obtain the credit of bold and pa-
tient endurance.

When he had been sufficiently tried in these
sports and exercises to give aseurance of his capa-
city, the now hardy and accomplished squire was
chosen by his master to accompany him on his ex-
peditions, whether they were undertaken in quest
of adventure, or for the purpose of actual war-
fare. In both instances his duty was to lead the
destrier, or reserve horse, on which the knight only.
rode when he engaged with the enemy, preferring
the easy pace of an ambling palfrey for his jour-
neys, and when not in the immediate presence of
danger. This, though not always the case, was
the general custom of chivalry; and the tall and

ificent courser which was to bear his lord in
the pomp of battle, was adorned with his baldrick
and other pieces of his armour, which the proud
squire placed as loftily on the saddle as he could
raise them. When they came in sight of the ene-
my, he was immediately to arm his master ; and as
it was very essential to the safety of the knight that
this should be done skilfully, he had been long in-
structed how to fasten and fit together the differ-
ent pieces which composed a complete suit of

Having finished this important duty, he attend-
ed his master, eagerly panting for glory and the
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prize of valonr, to the fleld. His situation was
immedistely behind the knight; and thus placed,
he was able to watch all his movements, and learn,
from the boldness and address of his master, how
to conduct himself in similar encounters. When
he saw him triumphing over the adversary, he re-
joiced as a partaker in his honour; and when the
superior force or good fortune of his opponent
drave bim to extremities, his brave sad faithful at-
tandent sprung forwerd, supplied him with a fresh
harme if dismounted, or eovered him with bis shield
if wonnded or disahled, Inetances are very com-
mon in the lives of cheveliers, of thou'bow‘pm
sarved by the coursge and affection of their es-
guires; and in battlea shat were genersl, or betweem

& regular arrey of hoatile forces, the vietory wae
&aquently decided by the determined courege
of & body of thess valiaot youthe.

By the time that the candidate for the hemour
of knighthond bad achieved the veriows poinwe
in hia education for thet bhigh degree, he muet
have closely resembled, both in age, appesrance,
and accamplishments, the san of Chauger's kni
Mwhu pictwre is so admirably drawn by the old

. % With him ther was his sone, & yonge squier,
A louer and a lusty bacheler,
With lockes crull as they were laid in press ;
Of twenty zere of age he was I gess,
e E

wonderly deliver, of stre 3
And be hadde be sometime lg;egmm:’(thc
In Flandres, in Artois, in Picardie.
And borne him wel, as of 8o litel space,
In hopetaltondenmhululy’-gm
Embrouded was he, as it were a mede,
Alle ful of freshe floures 'll;t aud rede:
E
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Singing he was, or floyting alle the day ;

He was as freshe as is the moneth of May: .
Short was his goune, with sleves long and wide 5
‘Wel coude he sitte on hors, and fayre ride:

He coude songes mak, and wel endite,

Juste and eke dance, and well portraie and write:
So hote he loved, that by nightertale,

He slep no more than doth the nightingale :
Curteis he was, lowly and servisable,

And carf before his fader at the table.” ®

- Thus accomplished, and having proved his va<’
lour, patience of fatigue, and readiness to perform™
all the duties of a noble man at arms, the squire
was generally sure of obtaining the hopouprbf
knighthood at the age of twenty er twenty-one.:
Circumstances, however, were sometimes permit-
ted to alter the period ; and youths of fourteen or
fifteen, and in some cases even infants at baptism,:
were admitted to the order of chivalry. On the
other hand, the expenses which attended the rank
of knighthood, or the determination to receive it
only from some prince or noble to whom the squire
might not have present access, were reasons for
deferring his acceptance of that degree ; and in-
stances frequently occurred, in which men of the
greatest worth and bravery never proceeded far-
ther than the second stage of their profession.

But these were exceptions to the ordinary rules
of chivalrous life ; and, at the period above men-
tioned, a fitting opportunity was sought for ad-
mitting the well-tried youth to the full enjoyment
of knightly honours. It was very common, after
the custom of tournaments became general, to fix
upon some splendid occasion of that sort for the
purpose of giving him an opportunity of showing

* Prologue to the Canterbury Tales.
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his prowess, and affording a public proof of his
right to the high calling for which he was ambi-
tious. When this was the case, the squires who
were deemed worthy of being admitted as candi-
dates for knighthood, were, on the day before the
festival commenced, assembled together, and, being
clothed in uniform liveries, dined with the prince,
or other great lord, at whose call the tournament
was holden. After this they went, accompanied
by the most honourable chevaliers, to hear mass,
and were then admonished by their lord to be
faitbful and loyal, and to fulfil all the duties which
belonged to a good and pious knight. This being
done, they retired to a church or chapel, where
they passed the night in watching and prayer.
Early the next morning, they attended the mass
of the Holy Ghost; and shortly after high mass,
in company with their master, whom they follow-
ed, walking two by two, and took their seats in
the church, according to the directions which were
given them. When the chanting of the lessons
and the benedictions were finished, the prince
girded on their swords, and other.chevaliers gave
them their spurs, and they returned to their seats,
to await the conclusion of the service. At noon,
the tournay for the evening was proclaimed with
the sound of trumpets, and they were allowed to
try their strength in the lists, which were to be
filled the next day with chevaliers of more ma-
tured skill. Such is the account, at least, which
the romancers give of the creation of knights on
the occasion of tournaments; and the reason, per-
haps, why they were admitted at these times, and
on the eve]of the festival, was, that the lists might
be rendered the more splendid by the addition of
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many young chevaliers exulting in the mew aad’
brilliant accoutrements of their order. Buwt the
favourite and most regular seasons for the creation
of knights, were at the great festivals of the Church,
Christmas, Easter, or Whitsuntide. At these times
the whole pomp and ceremonial of investiture was
observed with scrupulous exactness ; and the hely-
occasion was recommended to the aspirant, be~
cause then, as the book of chivalry says, “ much
people would be gathered together, and God would
be besought, by many voices, to give him grace to.
acquit himself well in his fature career.” The pre-
parations of the acolyte were of the most strict
and solemn nature. He was to fast the day pre-
ceding his initiation, and make a humble confes-
sion of all his sins and errors. As in the former
instance, the night was to be paseed in prayer and
watching ; and in the morning he was te enter a.
bath and purify himself, as typical of the new life
he was thenceforth to lead ; ard after having bath-
ed, be was to lie down in a bed hefore putting on
any of his garments; and when he rose, to be-
clothed in raiment perfectly new. The principal
parts of this dress were an under garment, said 10
be like a woman’s quilted kirtle, and over that a
vest made of silk or fine linen, and embroidered
with gold. These were followed by the hauberk,
a collar, commonly of leather, but sometimes made
of more costly materials ; and the coat of arms,
which varied in form and ornament, acoording to
the fashion of the times, and the taste of the che-
valier.

Thus accoutred, he proceeded to the chureh,
and presented his sword to the priest, who laid
is upon the altar,. and blessed it with this prayer:




"AND THE CRUSADES. 69

% Hear, God, we beseech thee, our prayer, and,
with the right hand of thy majesty, deign to bless
this sword, wherewith thy servant desires to be
girded, that it may be the defence and protection
of churches, of widows, orphans, and all who serve
God, against the cruelty of Pagans; and that it may
be powerful, and a fear and terror to all deceivers,
through Jesus Christ.” Then, having taken an
oath which bound him to the performance of all
the duties implied in the above supplication, the
priest returned the sword with these words, * Re-
ceive this sword, accompanied by the blessing of
God, and by which, and the strength of the Holy
Spirit, you may be strong to resist, and cast out
all thy enemies, and all the adversaries of the
Holy Church ; and to protect the people of God,
by the assistance of the invincible conqueror, our
Lord Jesus Christ. Be mindful of what the
Pealmist says, Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, that
with it thou mayest exercise the strength of jus-
tice, and powerfully throw down the mount of
corruption, defending the holy church of God, and
execrating and destroying ‘the hypocrite, not less
than the infidel. Be the merciful protector of
widows and orphans ; raise the fallen, and defend
them when raised; revenge the wronged, con-
firm the well-disposed ; and in as far as thou doest
these things, thou shalt come as the glorious
champion of virtue to dwell with the Saviour of
the world, and enjoy in his kingdom eternal and
celestial joys.” Then all the congregation joined
in this antiphonal :

“ Be of good courage, and observe the ordi-
nances of thy Lord. Walk in his ways, and ob-
serve his ordinances, precepts, and judgments, and
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wey Geod be with yeu in all your .undertalings.
After this, the priest again prayed in she followiny
tarms for the Diviae graoe :—

“ God, who by thy providence dost order all
things, both in heaven and earth, pros rthy-or-
vent here devoted to the duties of
May all the power of his enamies be bmken by
the atrength of the spiritual gward, and altegether
deatoyed,—thon contending - for him, throwgh
Jesus Christ.” The service was then coneluded
by the congregation’s singing 8 part of the forty~
fourth Pealm, which was repeated three times.

The religious part of the solemnity being thus
soccomplished, the candidate was led before the
pmen.otwhoem it was who intended to eonfex

ia demanding the honour of chivalry, the oath was'
sdministered to him, and he was ipvested with the
axternal badges of his profession, the consecrated
sword, which was fastened with the baldrie, a bejls
of whise leather studded with ornsments of gold,
o the left aide, .and the gilt spurs, which, with the
sword, formed the peculiar distimgtions of his
knighthood. When these had been put o by she
persons amisting at the ceremony, the swerd wes
drawn out, and the prince who conferred the homr
our, strack the candidate, who was kneeling before
him, with the flat part of it npon the neck, o the
same time pronouncing him to be 8 knight, in the
name of the Father, of the Son, and ef the Hely
Ghost. Instead of the stroke with the sword, a
blow on the ear with the hand was frequently -
given, in imitation of the custom ebsarved a4 com-
‘fearing the rank of freesmen ob » slave, e, it e
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puhhlgcu of somme part of the practioss
enl;:’rq&fo by whioh it might ba
thtu the tenant themceforth owed hi
lbmgemtholordof&omm,nthemm.de'
Inight became tlie servant of God and the churchs
‘This is the more likely, as the whole ¢eremony of
Imighting was very similar to that used at fendal
Ravintitures, in whioh the persos about to be adw
mithed to the fief-appeared with hia head uncoverv
ed, without sword or spurs ; end, kneeling before.
the oliibf, wish his hands placed betweea his, veok
an ostlyof fealty, which was received in sign of
futnre subjection ; and the form ended, as was ori«
giaally the came in the cetemony of knighting; by:
the lord’s kissiig the chedk of hime whom hﬂ»
mitted to his tenemery.
Shghvumnsintbnfoﬂmnybom
iat the different relations of old: writers on the swbe
~ joot, but the ebove seota to have-been nearly wniv
veraally practised, when times of peace or leisure
Mimitbedk of such « recondite ritnal’s being: folléwedh
As the valour; however, to which the homeur of
hmighthood wis due, wes frequantly put very sad-
detily to the preef, the ceremoninl of alongsnd
formil investiture was often dispenwed with, sad
brave actions were regarded as B sufficient preparte
tioet for redeiving the highest military dignity. Pers
senal bravery in the nges of chivalry required less
time or exertioh to mwke itself ewnspicwous tham
im the presens day.: There is no test by which
do-qembenmllmdmlymodumhmg
submilted to & stern and' regular order.  If it en-
dure this it will endure any thing, for it removes
most of- thowe ddventitivus incitements-which will
sometimes bolster up a very fiiint' heart, and per-

»
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suade it to.an occasionsl imitation of great dctions:
But war, when chivalry was in existence, had ne¢
bitted her steeds with the iron thong of discipline.
The sudden impulse of pride or ambition, if fol-
lowed at a fortunate moment, might not only be
yielded to, but might insure to him who felt it &
quick and brilliant elevation. If he had a more
daring heart than his comrades, it could not fail of
. being known, nor the times that he periled him-
self of being numbered.

‘When the courage, therefore, of any of his fol-
lowers had attracted the particular attention of .&
prince, or other noble commander, during a battle,
the favoured soldier was brought before him, and,
directing him to kneel, he struck him on the neck
with his sword, and, in the usual form of words,
pronounced him a Sir Knight.* It sometimes oc-
curred, that many who had deserved well by their
conduct in one engagement, were in this manner
made knights together, as in the instance of
Charles the Fifth's victory over the Duke of
Saxony, when he created a number of them, by
only declaring that they should be chevaliers ; and
Philip IV. of Spain did the same with' regard to
the captains who had fought well in the defence
of Maestricht, and whom he made knights by a
royal codicil. + A curious example of the freedom
with which the ceremonies of creation were dis-
pensed with, even in eourts and in seasons ‘of
peace, when circamstances -rendered it incon-
venient to observe them, is related by Favine. }
Sigismunde, being on a visit to Charles VI., was

# Sclden’s Titles of Honour. Ashmole.
$ Theatre of Honour.
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made acquainted with & quarrel between two of
the courtiers, respecting an office which each of
them thought himeself entitled to enjoy. One day,
while sitting in court, the claims of the rivals were
argued before the two monarchs, when he who
had the greatest interest on bis side thought at
once to. destroy the pretensions of his opponent,
by representing that he had not the order of
knighthood. Sigismunde, to whom the latter had
been recommended, immediately directed that he
should be brought before him, which was done;
and then observing, that he had a right to confer
the honour of knighthood wherever he might be,
he ordered a sword to be brought, with which
be gave the object of his favour three blows as he
kmelt before him. Then taking off one of bis own
gilt spurs, he bad it put on the heel of the new
knight ; and, lasily, girded him with a girdle,
whereto hung a long knife, instead of a sword.

An amusing picture of a somewhat similar kind
occurs in the account given of King Arthur's li-
berality at the celebration of his marriage. His
mobles and gentlemen being all assembled, a poor
man came to them, and begged to know where he
might find the king. His majesty, whose con-
descension was not less than his courasge, made
himself known without delay; and the following
dialogue took place between him and his humble
suitor.

¢ Sir, it was told me, that at this time of your
marriage ye would give any man the gift that he
would ask, but except that were unressonable.
That is trath, said the king, such cries I let make,
and that will I hold, eo it apayre not my realm
nor mine estate. Ye say well and graciously, said

VOL. I ¥
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the poor man. Sir, Iask nothing else but that ye
will make my son here & knight. It is a great
thing thou askest of me, said the king. What is
thy name ? said the king, to the poor man. 8ir,
my name is Ayres, the cowherd. Whether
cometh this of thee or of thy son? said the king.
Nay, sir, said Ayres, this desire cometh of my son,
sud not of me. For I shall tell you, I have thir-
toen sons, and all they will fall to what labour I
put them, and will be right glad to do labour; but
this child will not labour for me, for any thing that
my wife or I may do; but always he will be shoot-
ing or casting darts, and glad for to see batles,
and to bebold knights. And always, dsy and
pight, he desireth of me to be made a knight.
What is thy name 7 said the king unto the young
man.  Sir, my name is Tor. The king beheld
him fast, aud saw he was passingly well visaged,
and passingly well made of his years. Well, said
Kiog Arthur unto Ayres the cowherd, fetch all
thy sons afore me,. that I may see them; sud so
the poor men did, and all were shapen much like
the poor man. But Tor was not like none of them
all in shape, nor in countemace, for be was much
more than any of them. Now, said King Arthar
unto the cowherd, where is' the sword, he shall
be made a8 kmight withal. It is here, said Tor:
Take it out of the sheath, said the king, and re-
quire me to make you a knight. Then Tor alight
of his mare, and pulled out bis sword, -kneeling,
and requiring the king that he would make him
knight, and that he might be a knight of the Table
Round. As for a knight; I will make you, and
therewith smote him on the neck with the sword,

seying, Be ye & geod kaight, and so.I pray to God
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so yé may be ; andif ye be of prowess and of wer-
thiness, ye shall be a knight of the Table Round.”*

In the famous romance of Perceforest, a very
full account ie given of the ceremeny of dubbing »
knight, in which the religion and morality of the
form were sapplied by the pious instructions of
the prince and chevaliers who conferred the ho-
nour. The anxious aspirant was examined by
them as to all the meotives from which he desired
to be admitted to the order. He was exhorted to
pray eamnestly for divine assistance, and ev
piece of his armour was displayed before him wi
some sppropriate reflection. In the most humble
manner he replied to all the questions put to him,
and professed his earnest desire to be a good and
E:u knight, and his entire willingness to employ

is might in the defence of the church, of widows
and orphans, and all who might be in afliction,
and require bis services.

“ Now, said the king, it only remains that I
give you the accolade, which I am willing to de g
but you must first promise me that you will, above
all things, honowr God, the sovereign God, he whe
made the heavens and the four elements out of
nothing, and from which he forined all things,
which no eother could have done, for be is ali-
powerful, and withont equal. After that, yoa

" must swear te follow the lessons and doctrines
which have juet been given you, and to remember
the signification of your arms. Then, answered
the youth, his eyes being tearful with devout
thoughts, this have I promised to do. Then the
king raised his hand, and giving him the aecelade,

* Morte &' Arthur, Book iii. chap. iii.
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said, Chevalier, be hardy and preux. Then came
one of the knights present, and hung a vermeil
shield which he held in his band on the neck of
the damoiseau, and said, Sir knight, I bang this
shield on your neck, that you may know you oughs
to be so hardy of frame as not to fear, in a just
quarrel, to meet two chevaliers it open field. Sire,
replied he, I desire to perish if ever I shrink from
a just quarrel. Then came to him another cheva~
lier, who beld a good and beautiful helmet, with
which he adorned him, saying, Forasmuch as I have
armed your head with this helmet, you ought to
know that you must never doubt to undertake
every enterprise which the prowess of a chevalier
may be able to achieve. Sire, was the reply, may
God keep me in that disposition. Then a knight
led before him a great and powerful war-horse
(destrier), and said, Sir knight, you may now
mount when it pleases you. Then, repulsing those
who would have held his stirrup, saying, he was
not always to expect such aid, he vaulted, witheus
toaching any thing but the bridle, into the saddle.
Having bad, lastly, a strong sword put into his
hand, and been again exhorted to be bold and to
govern himself wisely, and feeling proud as if he
were king of the world, he took his leave of the
august company, and striking spurs into his horse,
was soon on his way after perilous adventures.” *
But even in these accounts, where the ceremony
was not performed with its accustomed solem-
nity, or in churches, we see how strongly the
spirit of chivalry was originally imbued with that
of devotion, from the constant reference which is

. * Perceforest, vo), ii. chap. cxxvi.
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made to the duties of the holy life which the
knight was bound to pursue. The ordination of
priests, to which the admission to knighthood bas
been frequently compared, could not be accom~
panied with more solemn exhortations to devotion
or purity of mind. Even the desire of glory was
not allowed to be a worthy motive for seeking the
ordet of chivalry, unless meekly subjected to the
wish of honouring God ; nor was it forgotten on
the field of battle, or in the hour of greatest peril,
that if a knight was made, he must be consecrat-
€d in the name of the Holy Trinity.

The allegorical meaning which was given to the
several parts of the knightly accoutrement, far~
nishes not only an excellent illustration of the
character of chivalry, but a cutious exemplifica-
tion of the spirit of the ages in which it flourished.
Men form ideas of things long before they bave a
perfect or distinct knowledge of their real nature.
‘When they bave not the- truths of a far-advanced
scienee on which to exercise their intellects, they
etploy them upan their dim conceptions of reality ;
and, seeking to fix the fleeting images of their
minds an a mere substantial foundation, invest them
with the forms of earth and matter which they
thenceforth build up into pillars and temples or
silen‘did altars, and in contemplating which, they
ithagine that the truth, which was before a shadow
to their minds, is become a reality, and that the
more they multiply the gorgeous objects of sight,
the better will the spirit understand its own werk-

ings.

" ‘The state of the buman miud during the middle
ages was well adapted to favour this combination
of every thing intellectual and meoral, with its sap-

r?2
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posed counterpart among the things of sense. How
far this contributed to advance or retard the im-
provement of mankind, it is not my province here
to inquire ; but of one thing we may be certain,
that if truth can live in a well, she may be smo-
thered under a bushel. The most valusble of all
ber revelations, whether from God to man, or frem
man, pure and enlightened, to man base and ignoraat,
were, we know, in passing through a few centuries,
mixed with errors that deprived them of their vital
energy. Those centuries were the period whea
religion was apparelled with the nicest care—whem
her throne was higher than that of any of the kings
of the earth—when she wore a crown, and there
was a sermon in every jewel of her diadem. If we
derive any opinion from this circumstance, it cer-
tainly is one notin favour of teaching either mora~
Iity or religion by way of emblem and ceremony.
Chivalry, however, owed its principal charac-
teristics, perhaps its very existence, to this fa-
shion of its birth-times. It was the temporal
and earthly image of the church-militant; the
great development of the spirit which animated the
age, as the latter was of an eternal mystery. All
its parts were in harmony with this its emblemati-
cal character ; and, numerous as were the minute
observances of the church, they were equalled by
those of this warlike order. This cannot be better
instanced, as we have said, than in the pains taken
to explain the signification which was given to
every part of the knight’s armour. Thus, accord-
ing to the most approved explications, the sword
was made in the form of a cross, in token of the
cause in which it was to be used ; and as it was al-
ways to be employed in the defence of justice, it
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wes to be cutting on both sides. The spear was
siraight and even, becanse truth is so ; and its iron
bead was significant of strength. The pennon,
which might be seen afar, was the sign of courage,
which wished net to be hidden ; and the steel hel-
met, on the other band, was emblematical of mo-
desty. The hauberk was a castle, or a fortifica-
tion against the power of vices and defaults. The
our was to keep the feet from the peril of
evil ways. The spurs were tokens of diligence and
swiftness inall honourable designs. The gorget signi-
fied obedience; and that, as it encompasses the neck,
80 shounld the commands of his sovereign the knight.
The mace represented strength of courage, and
the knife or miserecorde with which the comba-
tant despatched his enemy, when other arms fail-
ed, the mercy of God, and trust in his aid! The
shield was typical of the knight's standing between
the prince and the people, or between the prince
and his enemies, as the safeguard of the former.
The gauntlets, in using which he lifted up his
haads on high, were to remind him of*prayer to
God, and that he was not to be guilty of putting
his hand to a false oath. The saddle betokened
surety of courage, and the great charge which per-
tained to chivalry ; and the horse nobleness of cou-
rage, and readioess in daring. * ’
. The parallel. is pushed still farther ; but the a-
bove is sufficient to show the manner in which the
knight was taught to regard his gay panoply with
the eye of a moralist. We must not, however,
conclude this part of our subject without obsery-
ing, that the instruction given him on receiving

* Book of Chivalry,
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the investiture was not confined to the cewe-
mony, as it was considered necessary that, after
baving been admitted, he should attend a sermon,
in which the preacher was to insist on his rever-
encing the sacraments, and sacredly observing the
seven great virtues, of which three were termed
theological, faith, hope, and charity, and four car-

+ dinal, justice, prudence, fortitude, and tempezance.

A’ perfect chevalier was also to be meek and cour-
teous in his demeanour towards all men. His
speech was to be graceful and gentle, and his whole
deportment sach as became 8 man of the highest
bonour, engaged in performing the most sacred
duties.

There were other particulars in the promise which -

he made at his initiation, but they relate to the
proof of his courage, rather than his virtue. The
first article in his vow, according to some anciens
writers, bound him, whenever he went on a quess
or strange adventure, never to lighten himmelf of
his arms, except for the sake of repose at night.
By the next he promised, whenever in pursuit of
adventure, not to avoid perilous passes, nor to
turn out of his way for fear of meeting powerfgl
chevaliers, or from any dread of monsters, savage
beasts, evil spirits, or any thing which could only

harm, or might be resisted by the body of a man. -

Among other rules, similar to those already men-
tioned, for the conduct of his life, we also find, thas,
baving undertaken to defend a lady, he was rather
to die than desert her, or suffer her to be offend-
ed; that he should be punctual to the day and
hour in which he had been engaged to contend with
another cavalier; that on returning to court, af-
ter having been absent in quest of adventure, he

|
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should give an exact account of all he had done or
met with, even should his actions have been to his
disgrace, his knighthood being the forfeit, should
he disobey this ordinance ; that, being taken pri-
soner at a tournay, he should, besides rendering
up his arms and horses to the victor, not again
contend without the special leave of the latter;
aud, lastly, that he should not, in company, fight
against a solitary enemy, nor carry two swords, if
he was not willing to contend with two opponents.

Such were the ceremonies and lessons which com-
posed the solemn service used in introducing a new
member to the honourable order of chivalry ; and
when they were concluded, he proudly mounted
his richly caparisoned steed, caracoled him for an
instant at the door of the church, and then pro-
ceeded through the principal streets of the city,
that dames and demoisels, unwarlike clerks, and
defenceless widows and orphans, might know that .
they had that day obtained a new and worthy
champion.  Almsgiving and costly feasts finish-
ed the day, and the knight was armed at all points,
both spiritually and martially, for his high calling.
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CHAPTER IV.

SHE USRS AND ARUSES OF XNIGHTHOOD—ITS OUXWARD
PAGEANTS,

H1s admission to knighthood opened to the young
and exulting chevalier a prospect in every way
bright and promising. He might now be the com-
panion, and was in some respects the equal, of
Erinces. The character with which his profession

ad invested him, was theoretically a compound
of every quality which could render him an ob-
ject of love and veneration. He had the sanctity
of a minister of religion, with the shining virtues
of a soldier. Truth and purity were his sovereigh
guides ; but he was clothed in all the graces of
gallantry. As the defender of widows and orphans,
he was the noble champion of the sex in general ;
and though it was his duty to endure all the hard-
ships of a life of peril and wandering, he was known
to be the best accomplished of men, in every art
that could delight in hall or bower. Thus sure of
respect, he went forth into the world, not to en-
dure its ordinary troubles, but to contend with dif-
ficulties which it covered him with glory to dare.
His path, though not beset by dragons, or rendered
strange and beautiful by enchantment, wound con-
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satally thtough eceties to which novelty and the:
half wild epirit of the times lent a superaatural in-
terest. The overstrained snd unattainsble refine-
ment of principle which was the greundwork of
chivalry, while it gave glory to the order, multi-
plied almost to infinity the occasions of prjvate
quarrels and personal wiumphs, Every lady, by
terming a knight discourteous, called against bim.
the first of his compeers whom he might chanece
te meet; and if he resented her affront with
good success, he was entitled to her. smiles, and
bere away with him some token of her affec-
tion. Nor was the glow of his feelings endanger-
ed by the weariness of & uniform course of action,
The times of peace were employed in quest of
adventures through eountries er provinces that
pleased him by their wildness, or tempted him by
the magnificence of their rulers. In war, which
ke never need fear would be wanting, be fought
in the preseace of princes, shared in triumphs to
which royalty lent its pomp snd maguificence,
beard his name shouted amid the proud blasts of
clarions, and in the fiercest onset, felt his ardemy
spirit tejeicing in deeds, the fame of which, his
gallant followers would publish through every
quarter of the land.

The very requisites for knighthood ensured to
those who obitained it the enjoyment of more than
erdinary distinctions in society. Besides the brilli-
ant educatiea which bestowed so many graces
upon the pereea of the cavalier, he was, according
to the laws of the order, a gentleman of the purest
blood, and able to trace his gentility through three
generations on his father’s side. Unless he could

o this, his lord had the power of degrading him,
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by cutting off his spurs on a dunghill. It wes ales

requisite that he should pessess a certain degree

of wealth, and that, not only by the ancient cue-

tom which attached a certain portion of land to

this dignity, but from the many necessary expen-
ses it entailed upon the possessor.

lf be received the honour without
these usual quhﬁatwm, he obtsined it only by
such a signal exertion of merit that he could
not fail of immediately becoming an object of dis-
tinguished favour to his princg; and the respect
which military fame secured, was & sufficient pass-
port to popular regard. Frequently, aleo,-the
Jkmights, who thus rose suddenly to the noble rank
of chivalry, were presented at the time of their
investiture with an estate, or received the grant of

pensions, which migis enable them to uphold their
dlgmty with befitting splendour ; and in this they
were further aided, by the value of the trophies
which sometimes crowned their -victorious arms,
and which it was no degradation to the knight, to
convert inte the means of increasing the grandeur
of his appearance.

* In the dignity, honour, and renown of knight-
hood, ” says Ashmole,* ¢ is included semewhat
of magmﬁeence, more excellent than nobility it~
self;” and it is worthy of remark, that Camden
notes it as a name of dignity, which he .dees
not do with regard to that of lord. A baron, it is
said, till he had been expressly admitted to the
order of chivalry, in subscribing any deed, wrote
his name with the simple addition of Dominus ; aad
in manyancient documents, the ngmtums of kmghtl

i OrderofﬂuGarter
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se plaved before thoes of barons. The heneur,
indoed, witeh it conferred, was of such a mature,

, or the samciity to be conferred. The or-
disstion of priests by bishops reguiarly sueceed~
jag each other, is not esteemed more necessary 1o
:vpu-ityoftbeehmb, than was the investiture

“latights by lnightts, te she propriety of chivalry.
A few instanees, #t is true, monzcordof the
orderbeing cenferred by ecclesiastics, by free towns
which possessed the sovereign power and dignity v
themeelves, and even by wamen, especially wien:
x:ofpowerhlkingdom;lmh:ﬂtbeum

appears to Liave been a reference to thie samer
original fountain of henour, and the same care was:
taken with regard to its solemn and lawful transmis-
sion. They were, however, of comperitively rare
occurrence ; and the history of chivalry presents

VorL. I ()
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us with a vast body of men, who, through succes-
sive generations, derived their dignity from .the
_supposed inviolable power of their immediate pre~
decessors to confer it.

So strong was the idea which the candidates
for knighthood had of this mysterious virtue, that
they regarded their investiture, as  connecting them
"by .a sort of sonqlnp with the prince, or chevalier-
who bestowed it. This was the opinion from the
_earliest institution of the order, and strikingly marks
the refinement of feeling which it introduced by the
value it gave to honour for its own sake. The cus-
tom of adoption, as anciently conferred, was con-
nected with the rights and advantages of succes-
_sion; but after the introdugtion of chivalry, the
'pnnce, in adopting the noble.youth who was am-
bitious of his favour, bestowed only a sonship of
glory on him ; and with this he rested contented,
‘deeming it the most valuable of the gifts which
,even a royal parent could confer. From the same
principle, it was esteemed of the utmest conse-
quence thnt the author of his chivalrous existence
should have preserved the glorious treasure of his
Ahonour pure, and unmixed with any base or un-
“worthy alloys and for this reason, the aspirant far
knighthood would frequently wait a considerabla
period before he received the dignity, in order
‘to beg it at the hands of some undoubtedly worthy
knight. Long journeys, and many and perilous:
difficnlties, were sometimes patiently endured, to
effect this desirable object ; and next to his zeal in
performing the duties of a lover, nothing could
equal his perseverance in following the track of
on; ﬁtted to endow him with the sanctity of his
_order.

o
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' To thia " circamstance’ is most probably to be
stiributed the desire which iriduced the great~’
est monarchs and princes, to seek their knight- .
hood from foreign potentates. Thus, Henry II.-
received the honour from'David, King of Scot-
land, who knighted him at Carlisle. Edward I.-
was sent, when fifteen years old, to' Alphonso XI.,
King of Castile, and obtained from him the same
dignity. Nor are our recerds without instances
in which.we find princes from other countries de«
siring knighthood from the hands of English sove-
reigns. Malcolm, King of Scotland, and Alex~
ander, the son of William, King of the same coun-
try, were invested with the order of chivalry by -
John ; and Henry IIJ. is also recorded to have
knighted Alexander IIl. at York, and Magnus,
King of the Isle of Man. The most general opi-
nion, however, appears to have been, that knighta
hoed only was required in the person who be-
stawed it ; that all his power and virtue was cen~
tered in his possession of the chivalrous character,
aud that no princely or imperial rank could do any,
more than add te the’ external splendour of the
ceremony. .
It ‘would have been  well if this: could have
continued to be the case. The: free, grave, and
noble attributes of chivalry might have per-
haps "retained some of their theoretical beanty,”
had they not been blended with the softening
vices of courts and courtiers. There was an
inspiring encouragement to the young chevalier
in receiving his sacred - order -from the hands’
of one whom he met. in the full career of glory,
whose sword had perhaps been only an instant dry. -
from the blood of some caitiff, some oppressor ox™
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enemy of the fatherlees snd the widow ; whete enly
‘ lay in the name he bore of Chrintion
ndwho,nthncbmm,hdthemd
mfemgtbepmndm distinction which & beurt
full of truth and meble aspirations could desire.
But chivalry was, alinest frem its commencensent,
made to contribute to the strength of srmies ; sard
knights had authority te smnmon a certain nums.
ber of followers, comnend asay body of men
Mdnu;tmtwadnud. The im-
thus inth-ilMyﬁteo
::rhnoe acquired i Aened
ﬁepohcyofmlmgumiwmg\b it wan found
t0-be of all things most dangerous to leave the
privilege of creating knights in the bands of private
individuals. By multiplying his chivalrous follow-
on,afmnoble.eqmdubddudly-
treason herself would bave beea ; and no suthority
on earth conld be safe from sggression, while the
honour which conld be bestowed, it was
tbedpowuofnmbmtoeonferandmhplyu
ose,
" Anether and very important inconvenience wes
also found to remlt from the unlimited privilege of
eonferting the order of kmighthood. Almost every
ipstitatien has a tendency to lose its original pu-
rity and value. Cluniy,hdxtlnnnllwoc-
cosbeive it capable of being, could net bave lomg
remained untainted by the introduction of some
unworthy member into its ranks. That it was, in
ﬁet,movaypmodofiudmm,nbpcuun-
Tuptions epringing ‘from this souree, is amply evi-
dent in every record that remains, whether of its
gloty or decay. But the evil effects of this cor

ruptiocn wero rendered incalculably dangerows,
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pizhen the creation of knights remained under no
.strict or well known rule. Private feuds were
"wade doubly sanguinary, and ambitious orders in
the'state, even when net inclined to revolt, had too
grest & support in their views to keep them from
aggression. It is more than probable, I think, that
‘she reason why abbots were forbidden in this coun~
try to, make knights, which power was taken
fram them by a synod held at Westminater, A. D.
-1102; was the dangerous incresse it gave to eccle-
gisstical influence. Nothing, however, could have
more endangered either the security of property or
the sanctity of domestic life, than the increase of
an order like that of chivalry, while its ranks ngight
-be filled with men unworthy of the power which
-it conferred. . The life of a knight-errant requir-
.ed only a. slight relaxation in the refined laws
of gallsutry, or of truth, to be one of the mest
-lawless and worthless that conld be led. Nor
is ‘it to be supposed that all who entered it, did
.00 from those lofty views and sentiments which
properly belonged to this honourable calling. The
.gruth is, a very large number of the knights com-
prising the chivalry of every country where it
Bourished, were mere idle adventurets, bent only
on the gratification of their own passions, and seek-
ing to emjoy life. in the easiest and best manner
possible.  Of this number we may suppose, were
all those whose evil deeds appear in romances in
such dark contrast with the generous and shining
actions of the preux chevalier. The crimes which
they committed under the colour of their knighyy
«laring, were totally destructive of sacial order ; and
-had the honours of chivalry: remained as free to be
-dispesed of ‘by" them_ aa by knights in genera), sit
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s nos very diffieult to understand, that the growesh
of eivilization wounld have been materially injured
by their influence.
Ituqmdﬁﬂomm»dho" this
sendeacy of sn unrestrioted chivairy,—af a elival-
rysuch as it was likely to be when lunury amd
dissolute manners had destroyed ity freshness and:
bardibood. It was therefore decided, thas in ge-
neral princes only sheuld have the power -of -0om-
ferring the distinction and privilege of knighthood 3
and a provision wes thus .made-for ebriating the
" gvils with which the institution began to thresten
society. The higher and more dignified the rank
which the person holds who confers any homour,
the more likely is it that the homeur will net be
dedtreyed by teo profaee a dispensation. The
fountain, in ite firet spring, is sparing of it watem,
, nnlonl pours out sufficient to murture the few
grow fresh and greenly around its bed;
htunde-oenbtonrda the plain, it becomes
lavish of its strength, and fills every pool and ditch

that it The restraint which prinoes.
upen dnﬂ'-ionofchnhoubonotrwp:
this the enrest means of pxesomngtho

-
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wmsny things 0 make chivalry take the Iatier, 8-




AWD THE CRUSADES. ° 21

ther than the former tendency. The greater mum-
ber of its votaries were, us we have seen, prepa-
red for u life of plessure as well as difficulty.
They were moet of them in the highest ranks of
society ; and wealth eould in no way be spent «6
ostentationsly as o adorning an order, which was
fined by the nature of the institution to captivate
men's imagination. "
-2:]n the arial, sherefore, to which the progress-of
social improvement put the spirit of chivalry, it*
yielded to the influence of fashion and luxary.
The rude amd stern qualities which were once
mixed up with the more attractive forms of the or-
der were gradully softened down, and at length
Jost-amid & host of ornamental additions and new-
ly invented graces. At length it became so clothed
in spleridour, that had we not testimony to the
eontrary, we might believe it to have been cradied
its birth in gorgeous and luxurious chambers.
reduced to the eharacter of a court pa-
and the lofty grandeur of its early dis-
& mere bauble-show, an entertain-
our-loving dames, and menr equall
perbaps vainer. The life and stre:
were thus crushed. It was literally
by its princely foster-futhers ; and
‘patronage did for it what it woald
cost society long and hazardous
to cffect. But it was a comiderable time
was discovered to be the case, or that
chevalier could be led to suspect, that,
rejoicing in the smiles of his sovereign, the
patronage he was enjoying would in the course of
events destroy the pride and honour of his order.
iin the ages with which we are st present concern-

IR H)
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ed, chivalry floutished in-courts and palaces, wwithe
out - feeling any diminution of its strength ‘froms-
the conmeection; and the youug and noble chevalier
might glory in the grandeur which surreunded: bim
as the fit possession of his rank-—that which be- °
longed to him as the birth-right of a valiant knight.

Bat not to pause auny longer on the dignity whiok

thus belonged to the person of the chivalrous was—
rior, wewnllnowhmoqxumm for & momens
to one of the many inventions employed to give.
occupation-and publicity to his sccomplishments.-
Tournaments, while they were mimie represents-
tions of war, were also equally well adspted to esll:
forth the gay and shining qualities of the ‘chevalier..
They required grace and strength of person, grest
boldnessmdaddm in the use of arms, and alk
those other endowments for which a knight - of fair
name and renown would hope to be distinguisheds
These celebrated gemes make -a considerable fi-
gmomthehtengesof the institution ; and durs
ing the crusades, and immediately-afier, they served
in a great measure to combine all the various and
complicated. rules of the order into a clese md
perfect system.

Many doubts are entertained as to the | precma
origin of these grand and chivalrous exhibitions
Classical tradition abounds in notices of military
games and contests, instituted for the purpose of
displaying in noble rivalship the valour and address -
of “distinguished soldiers. But wide distinctions
are found to exist between these and the tourna-
ments of chivalry, and a totally new origin is,
without much necessity, as it seems to me, sought-
for the -latter. To bring their - commencement
nearer medern times, some writers have supposed:
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that they had 'tlleir begimiing in the

" in meking the most brilliant display of their mm-
tual regard, and of their riches. This event oo~
curred sbout the yesr 842; but the same objecs,
tions are made to the exhibitions of the royal bro~
thers, as to the ancient games ; and we are referw
red to a atill later period for the institution of the:

we have a very formal account; and a long list
remains of dhhouhibitiomofachiulmu.kind

the first tournament held there, is the year 984,
whea Henry, surnamed I'Oiseleur, at that time
Duke of Saxony, and afterwards Emperor, intro-
duced the chivalrous custom, by holding a solemn
sournament at Magdebourg. The next was cele-
brated by Conrad, Duke of Franconia, and was
held at Rotembourg in 942 ; and the third on the
list teok place at Constance in 948, and was ob-
sorved on the shores of the Lake, Ludolph, the
Duke of Suabia, being the lordly patron of the
festival. . The last, mentioned in this curious chre-
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nolegy of tournaments, was celebrated by. the
French Orientals in 1296. .

The pomp of chivalry was at no time more bril-
liantly displayed than when some splendid exhibi- -
tion of this kind called: together a troop. of bold
and ardent knights. The laws under which it
was condueted were a repetition of the principal
rules of the order itself ; and in one or two of those
which were promulgated by imperial authority,
trace a truth and propriety of morality, which woul
lead us to believe that the approach toa tournament
was guarded by the sternest virtues. But, on the o-
ther hand, there are articles in these same ordinan-
ces, which render the character of men, to whom they
could be addressed, not a little suspicious. Thus, -
we see among the other disqualifications which it
was supposed might be found in the candidates for
admission to the contest—the having murdered a
wife, or pillaged widows, orphans, or churches. If.
it appeared that any of them had been guilty of
these offences, or any of the others mentioned, he;
was to be beaten and chased from the lists,

The manner in which the tournament was pro-’
elaimed, gave an excellent occasion for the display
of courtly magnificence. When a prince or great
nobleman had determined upon holding one of
these festivals, he sent a herald with two squires,
carrying his shield ‘emblazoned with his proper
devices, to the other lord with whom he desired
to try his prowess, or that of his knights, in friend-
ly‘contest. - The message was usually accompani-
ed with many expressions of praise on the valour
of the chevalier to whom it was sent; and it was
. generally answered by similar comphments. Some-
tmtenho tournament’ was only proclaimed in the
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. cours of the nobleman who gave it, and then squires
. were sent about to assemble as many chevaliers as
could be found in the comntry. When this had
-been done, a place was chosen for the contest, and
one was generally selected which bad the city on
one side and a forest on the other, the remaining
sides being closed in by barriers and the booths
erected for the accommodation of the court, the
lsdies, and other spectators. For some time be-
fore the festival, which usually occurred three
weeks after it had been proclaimed, the prince
,opened his halls to the throng of gallant knights
and squires who intended being present at the feast
of arms, and who came to the city near which it
was to be held, to complete their equipments.
Baut as the appointed time approached, strict regu-
lations forbad the presence of the party who ac-
cepted the challenge. If they wished to visis any
friend or lady within the walls of the city, they
were only permitted to do so in disguise, and even
that was prohibited on the eve of the festival,
The contest having been commenced by the squires,
.who, as we have seen, were on these occasions al-
lowed to try their skill, the lists were shortly after
filled by the nobler combatants, who, defended by
helm, hauberk, and shield, and bearing a spear and
sword, began their ambitious encounter. Fearful
aceidents frequently happened to mar the gaiety
of the spectacle ; and Henry II. of France receiv-
ed a death-wound while jousting with one of his
knights. This melancholy accident contributed to
the suppression of tournaments; and the church
interposed the whole weight of its authority to do
sway with a spectacle which wes so likely to prove
of a eanguinary character. :
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When, the party who had the superiot-sirength
and, kil bad compelled their adversaries - to
yield, the latter are represented as wsually quit-
ting the scene of their humilistien, and hastening
to the forest, to afford them the shelter of which
appears to bave been the reason for the perti-

. cular disposition of the lists. The most success-
ful of the knights, on the contrary, was received
by the prince and the assembly with the greatest
demonstrations of delight. He obtained from the
hand of the noblest lady ptesent some gracious
token of her's and the prince’s favour, and wes

d in a conspicuows station during the re-
mainder of the featival. After every chevalier had
entered the lists, and the contest was eoncluded,
they repaired to the banguet, and splendid feasth
ended the day.

Byt it was not always in times of profowsd
tranquillity that these exhibitions teok place. They
were frequently undertaken with a simple re-
gard to the stern trial of warlile strength ; and, in
that case, were aceompanied with less show than
w ‘instituted principally at the desire of the

es.

The most faithful pictare which ean beé given
of such encounters, is to be found in Froisert; and.
thaugh the events he describes beleng to 2 meuch

. later period in the history of chivalry than the ore

on which we are at present occupied, I shall ven-
tuve, in this jostance, to make use of his picte-
resque naxrative. ¢ At the time,” says lie, ¢ when

Gauvain Micaille and Joachim Cater ‘

their combat before the Esrl of Buckingham and.
the English Lorde, certain knights and squwires.
from France had come as spectaters te Marchs-
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sy ager Blois, when Sir Reginald de Thouars,
Lerd.de Pousanges, a baron of Poitow, had some
words with the Lord de Vertsin, and .ssid he
would like. to tilt with bim thres courses with the
lance, and three courses with the battle-axe. The
Lord de Vertain, wishing not to refuse, was eager
ta accommodste him immediately, whatever might
ba the event; but the Eazl of Buckingham weuld
wotconsent, and forbade the knight at that time
w think of, it, .

« What had been asid relative to this feat of arms,
wea not forgotten by the wwo knights. Similar
words had paseed that same day between a squire
from Savoye, called the Bestard Clavius, and Ed-
wxrd Beanchamp, son of Sir Robert Beauchamp ;
md.llobtheon Sir Tristan de la Jailla and Sir
John d’Ambreticourt, Sir John de Chatelmorant
syd Jasneguin Clinten ; and le Gallois d’Aunay
sad Sir William Clinton; between Sir Hoysn
d’Araines and Sir William France; but these were
dlntmdnhketboﬁm.

¢ During the time the English were quartered in
the anharhe of Nantes, these French knights and
aguires were within the town. The Lord de Ver-
tain and the others were requeated by the French
lkmighta to deliver thom from their engagements
while thay were before Nantes ; but the governors
in Nantes would not consent, and excused their
frisuda by saying, they were in Nantes as soldiers,
ipsrusted with the guard and defence of the town.
Nathing more passed until the Earl of Bucking-
bam’s army were fixed in their quarters at Vannes,
Henpehon, Quimperle, and Quimpercorentin, when
Siz_Barrois des Barres, Sir Hoyan d’Araines, and
mang; asher knights and sqmm, came to Chitpan

VOL. I.
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Josselin, seven leagues from Vannes, where the
Constable of France resided. The Count de la
Manche, with several knights, were also there,
who were very glad to see them, and received
them handsomely. They informed the Constable
of all that had passed, and that euch and such per-
sons had undertaken deeds of prowees against o-
thers of the English. The Constable beard -this
with pleasure, and said, ¢ Send to them : we will
grant them passports, to perform these deeds of
arms, if they be willing to come.’

“Le Gallois d’ Aunay and Sir Hoysn d’Araines
were the first to say they were ready to perform
their engagement of three courses with the spear,
on horseback. When Sir William Clinton and Sir
William France heard they were called upon by
the French to perform their challenges, they were
much rejoiced, and took leave of the earl and ba-
rons of England -to go thither. They were ac-
companied by many knights and squires. The
English and French tilted very handsomely, .and
performed their deeds of arms as the rules re-
guired. Then Sir Regnaud de Thouars, Sir Tris-
tan de la Jaille, Sir Jobn de Chitelmorant, and
the Bastard Clavius, summoned each of them his
koight or squire; that is to say, the Lord de
Vertain, Sir Jobn d’ Ambreticourt, Edward Beau-
champ, and Jannequin Clinton. These four were
8p eager for the combat they wished to go to Chi-
tesu Josselin, on the passports of the Constable;
but the Earl of Buckingham, hearing at Veannes
the summons of the French, said aloud to the he-
ralds, ¢ You will tell the Constable, from the Earl
of Buckingham, that he is equally powerful to grant

_ passports to the Fremch, as he may be to grant
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tliom to the Euglish; and to all those wlho may
wish to perform any deéeds of arms with his knights,
on their arrival at Vumes, he will; out of his af-
fection to' them, give passports, and to all who
may choose to- accompany them, both for their my
and for their return.

- ¢ When the Constable heard this, he instantly per-
eeived the Earl was in the right, and that he want-
‘ed to see those deeds of arms. It was but rea-
-songble there should be as many performed st
‘Vannes as had been before him'at Chiteau Josse-
Jm. The Constable therefore said, ¢ The Earl of
‘Buckingham speaks like a valiant man and a king's
son; and I will that what he says shall be believed :
let me know these who may be desirous of accom-
panying the dmllengeu, and we will send for a
proper passport: *  Thirty knights and squires im-
mediately stepped forth : -a herald eame to Vannes
for the passport, which was given to- him, sealed
by the Earl-of Buckingham.

“ The three knights who were to perform their
deeds of arms, set out from Chateau Josselin, at-
tended - by the others, and came to Vannes, where
they were lodged in the suburbs, and the English
entertained them well. On the morrow, they made
preparations for the combat, as it behoved them to
do, and advanced to a handsome space, which was
large and even, on the outside of the town. After-
wards came the Earl of Buckingham, the Earl of
Stafford, the Earl of Devonshire, and other barons, ,
with those who were to-engage in this -deed of
arms: the Lord de Vertain against Sit" Regnand dé
Thouars, Lord de Pousanges ; Sir John d’ Ambre--
ticans against Tristan de la Jaille; Edward Beau--
osmp against the Bastard Clavius de Savoye.-
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¢ The French teek: thoir places at one ol of the
lists, and the English at the othec. These who
were to tilt were on foet, completely anned, with
Jelmets, vizors, and previded with lances of goed
steel from Bourdeaux, with which they performed
as follows : :

« First, the Lord de Pousanges and the Lord-de
Vertain, two barons of high renown and grest cow-
Zage, advanced towards each otlier on foot, helding
their sharp spears in their hands, with a good paes=:
they did not spare themselves, -but strack their
‘lances lustily against each other in pushing. The
Lord de Vertain was hit without being wounded ;
but the Lotrd de Pousanges recuived such & stroke
that it pierced through the mail end steel beesst-
plates, and every thing anderneath, so that the
blood gushed out, and it was a great wonder he
was not more seriomaly wounded. They. finished
their three courses and their other deeds of srms,
without farther mischief, whea they retired to yo-
pose themselves, and to be spectators of the ac-
tions of the others. '

¢ Sir Jobn d’Ambreticourt, who was froni” Hui-
nault, and Sir Tristan de la Jaille, from Poitou,
next advanced, and performed their courses very
waliantly, without hurt to either, when they aleo:
retired :

= % Then came the last, Edward Besuchamp, und
Clavius de Savoye. This bastard was a hardy and
strong squire, and much bester formed in all his
limbe than the Emglishman. They ran at ea¢h o-
ther with a hearty good- will: both struck their
+ &pears on their adversary’s breast ; but Edward was
Jmocked down on the ground, which much vexed
his countrymen. When he was raised up, he o8k
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diis spear, and they advanced again' to the sttack,
but the Savoyard drove him backward to the earth
which more- enraged the' English. They said,
Edward'’s strength was not a metch for this Sa-
and the devil ‘'was in him to make him
think of tilting against one of such superior force.
He was carried off among them, and declared he
would not engage further.
¢ When Clavius saw this, wishing to finish' his
course of arms, he said: ¢ Gentlemen, you do not
use me well: since Edward wishes not to go om,
send me some one with whom I may complete my
courses.’

« The Earl of Buckingham would know what
Clavius had said, and, when it was told bim, re-
plied, that the Frenchman ' had spoken well and
valiantly. - An English squire then stepped- forth,
who - was since 'knighued, and called Jannequin
Finchley, and -coming before the Earl, kneeled
down, and entreated his permission to ult with
Clavius, to which the Earl assented. :

“ Jannequin very completely armed himself on
the spot : then each, seizing his spear, made thrusts
at the other, and with sueh violence their spears
were shivered, that the stumps of them flew over
their heads. - They began their second attack, ani
their lances were again -broken ; so were they in
the third. All their lances 'were broken, which -
was considered by the-lords and®spectators as de-
cisive proofs of their gallantry. - They then drew
their swords, which were strong ; and in six strokes,
four of them were broken. They were desirous
of fighting with - battle.-axés, but the Earl wouald
net consent to - more being dome, saying that they
bad sufficiently shown their courage and abifities.-

ne
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Upon this they both retired; when Sir Jobn de
Chételmorant and Jannequin Clinton advanesd.
This Jannequin was squire of hunour te the Eerl
of Buckingham, and the nearest about his persom ;
bat he was. lightly made, and delicate in his forms.
The Earl wes uneasy that he should have been
amatched with one so stout and renowed as Jobn
de Chételmorant : notwithstanding, they were put
o the trial, and attacked each other most vigorous-
ly; but the Englishmen could not withetand bis
oppouent, for, in pushing, he was .very roughly
struck to the ground; on which the Earl said,
they were not fairly matched. Some of the Edsl's
people came to Jannequin, and eaid, ¢ Janne-
quin, you are not sufficiently strong to comtinwe
this combat ; and my Lord of Backinghstm is angry
with you for baving undertsken it: retive sad re-
pose yourself.” The Englishmen having resived,
Jolmde Chételmorant said, ¢ Gentlemen, it seems
:your squire is too wesk ¢ chooss anather, I beg-of
you, more to your liking, that I may
the deeds of arms I have engaged to perform ; for
I shall be very disgracefully tremted, if I depart
hence without baving completed them.’ :

¢ The Constable and Marshal of the Npﬁed,
¢ You speak well, and you shall be gm‘od It
was then told te the surrounding kmights and

that one of them must deliver the Lerd de

Chitelmorant. On these words, Slr:vmillll. m
rington immediatel; ied, ¢ Tell him

dopmmtbmzo:ﬁcug let him go and re-
poubunoolftlmlom his chair, and be shall seon
be delivered ; for I will arm myself agaimt him.’
This answer was very pleasing to John Chitel-
.moorant, who went to his seat to reet himeelf. The

4
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Faghishi knight was ‘scon ready, and in the fleld.
They placed themselves opposite to each other,
when, taking their lances, they began their course
on foot to tilt with their spears within the four
members ; for it was esteemed disgraceful to hit
any but the body.

“ They advanced to each other with great cou-
rage, completely armed, the vizor down, and hel-
met tightly fixed on. Jobn de Chételmorant gave
the knight such'a blow on the helmet, that Sie
‘William Farrington staggered some little, on ac-
count of his foot slipping. He kept his spear
stifly with both hands, and lowering it by the
stumble he made, struck Johnh de Chitelmorant
on the thighs; he could not aveid it; end the
spear-head passed through, and came out the length
of one hand on the other side. Jobn de Chitel-
morant reeled with the blow, but did not fall.

¢ The English knights were much enraged at
this, and said it was infamously done. The Eng-
lishman excused himself by saying, ¢ he was ex-
tremely sorry for it; and, if he bad thought it
would have so happened at the commencement of
the combat, he would never have undertaken it ;
. but that he could not help it, for his foot slipped
‘from the violence of the blow he had received.

¢ Thus the matter passed over. The French,
after taking leave of the Earl and other Lords, de-
. parted, carrying with them John de Chitelmorant
in a litter to the Chiteau Josselin, from whence
they had come, and where he was in great danger
. of his life, from the effects of this wound.” *
Tournaments were the connecting link between

* Chronicles, by Jobnes, vol. i, Chap. xxv.



104 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

the two states of a chevalier’s life, war-and peace.
They served to keep alive the glow of his spirits,
when tranquillity might have gradually subdued
them ; they furnished him with opportunities of
- comparing himself with the most celebrated of his

-companions ; and, if he had unwillingly contracted
the sin of pride, they often afforded him both a
lesson and a remedy. Above all, they enabled
the ladies to judge with their own eyes the re-
. spective merit of their sumitors; to comprehend
what their husbands or lovers meant when they
told their chivalrous adventures, and to appreciate
the value of their fame, acquired in the mortal en-
counters of which they had seen go striking an
imitation. ' X
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CHAPTER V.

tnt MORAL INFLUENCE OF CHIVALRY.—THE TRUTH, HONOUR,
AXD GALLANTRY OF KNIGHTHOOB.

Tnl morality of chivairy may be considered under
the three hewts. of the ml:gwn, honour, and gal-
luntry of the knight ; smd the short space which I
can affoéd to this purt of the subject, wiil be oc-
in & few genersl remarks on these consti-
of knightly morale. The natare of this
will net permit me more than briefly to al-
to those deeply intetesting subjects with which
the kistory of .chivalry is philosophically conmect~
ed; but I cannot resist the temptation of intimat-
ing to the reader, that the bright and showy sur-
face of the institation ought not solely te occupy
his attetion, but that he may gather from the
subject many materials of thought, in farnishing ob-

i

Every institution of society, whether it rise
gradually and silently into existence, or be ingraft-
ed by a sudden act on present forms and establish-
ments, is the development of some active principle
in the social bedy, of which it demonstrates the
existence, in the same manner as the visible cloud
does that of the small, dispersed, and invisible dew
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of which it was formed. Political canses were suffi-
cient to give birth to a species of soldiery like that
of chivalry, but not to one so deeply imbued with
the feelings and passions that belong to the inner-
most spirit of humanity. Feudal barons might
have recruited for gallant retainers, princes might
have offered ample rewards to those who knew
best how to defend their thrones; and strength of
limb and fearless courage might have been placed
among the most valuable of manly endowments:
but this weuld only have produced a large num-
ber of strong and valiant men ; it might have given
s certain splendour to warlike ‘virtue, -and have
even occasioned the flower of the military force to
assume that independence and adventurousness:of
character which belonged to knighthood; but here
it would bave stopped. An independent soldiery
would have been established, but nothing mere s
and the military profeesion would have been the
same as it was in the days of Greece and Rome,
differing neither in its ruling maxims or principles,
nor in the governing and master-spirit which kept
it in sction. That this would have been the case,
bad chivalry sprung from mere political causes,
we may cenclude from the circumstance, that as
the predbminant principles of society changed, and
gave place to -ethers of a different nature, the in-
stitution gradually decayed, perishing as a plant
would, if any sudden effect of the elements had
changed the character of the soil on which it grew.
I have already alluded to the influence which
the desire of giving form and substance to the ob-
jects of thought generally exercises over a half
cultivated people. - This prineiple, . so strongly vi= -
#ible in the-middle ages,- tended. in a, very powees -
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fd manmer to throw every active and ruling senti-
ment of society into some striking exhibition of its

It was favourable to the commence-
ment of establishments, and the formation of in-
stitutions. The moral virtnes, as well as the ob-
Jjects of intellectual veneration, seemed to require
the sapport of something external to the heart or
the spirit that governs it. If men were willing to
be charitable, they built monasteries or magnifi-
gent churches ; and this not, I apprehend, as is
frequently supposed, from a vain love of display,
but from the cause I have mentioned, the want
which was in that age felt of something visible to
domonstrate the power of unknown and confused
principles. To the same circumstance chivalry
ewed its institution. The pomp of ecclesiastics
and warriors, as they both at that period arrived
at, their greatest height, so had they their origin.in
similar causes. The same feeling which filled ca-
thedrals with golden erucifixes, pictures and images,
led ta the formation of an order in which military
virtue might be seen displayed in types and em-
blems befitting the splendour and brilliancy of its
nasure. .

But the character of the times not only con-
duced-to the establishment of chivalry as an insti-
tation, it celoured it with all the variety of tints
which belonged to society iteelf. The religions
principles of knighthood deserve, in this respect,
the first consideration.

- The religious state of the middle ages farnishes
us with one of :the most interesting subjects of re-
flection. The people were sunk in a gross ignorance

of the pure and primitive loveliness of truth. The:
clergy were the lovds of their consciences, and in*

—
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this capacity employed their inflaence, oceasionally,
to the positive subversion of good dostrine, bmt
negrly always to the detriment of the clear and
direet. snthority of honest virtne. But a distinction
is always to be obeerved between the deubt: er
superstition, which springs from the dull i
of an ignorant people, and that which has its ovigin
among the same people, when, .though .scancely
more enlightened, they wake np into some degree
of intellectnal existenes, Though possessing listle
knowledge, and with s faith whieh had Jost moet of
its primitive characteristics, the people of the mid.
dle ages were, to all intenta aud purposes, = religic
ons people, not in the sense of the word, in whick
we should apply it when spesking of modern times,
but in that by which it signifies, the presence of =
srong devotwnal upmt.-wths inflaenee of awe;
hope, and mysterious expectation an the minds of
professing believers, In this light, .the period 0!5
which we sre speaking, was more disti
. for its religions oharacter than any othetdwhnk
the history of the world makls mention ;- and
this feature, which belonged to society in: genu:l,»
was the property of almost all its individual.meas=
bers, imbuing the light love-strain of the minstrel
with ity deeper pathes, giving a soft and solemn:
beanty to many of tha custems of domestic inters
course, and blending the soldier's dream of glory.
- with one of immortality and peradise. . oty
But the religion of cluvall:y cannot bo expectad
to exhibit more of the primitive truth, or.miore
consistency, than is to be found in the represests.:
tions which are left us of its state in society.orithe.
church itself. No surprise, therefors, ough to:be.
expreed at the slmoes appalling. m;
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which is wsually to be traced between the pre-
tensions of a knight to the character of a devout
man, and the general course of his life. The same
startling contradictions were every day exhibited
by churchmen as well as laymen ; and if they could
discover the method of reconciling the apparent

, an adventurous soldier was not the
most unlikely person to take advantage of the in-
wention. Nor does it seem to have entered into
the minds of the venerable chroniclers who bave
yocorded the deeds of their favourite knights, that
they wight possibly tarnish the brightness of their
fawe by telling the errors they committed. The
seme pride and seeming consciousness of moble
truth, appear to bave dictated the anecdotes of
Jow licentionsmess at which we blush, ag those
which incline us to admiration. The famous his-
teries of she Knights of the Round Table, while
they are glowmg with the praises of devotion, re-
cord with the grestest particularity, and in the
same tone, the violation of every principle of piety.
‘While their heroes are sent in the most devout
spirit to search for the Sangreal, or the phial
filled with the blood of our Saviour, we find them
recseating themselves from their toils by the mest
depraved pleasures ; and the knights whose charac-
ters seem to have been drawn in the manner best
ealeudated to 6ill us with respect, suddenly rise be-
fere us in the guise of the most base hypocrites.

- It was mot by the exercise of religious vir-

tue, but by the display of religious devotion—two

very different things, yet confounded in other ages

besides thowe of chivalry—that the knight was to

adein his profession. He was ordered, it is true,

te keop: the commandments with all strictness, to
VOL. I. 1
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refrain from the seven mortal sins, and obeérve
other pious precepts, as we have seen the Dame
des Belles Cousines instructing her favourite squire.
But it was not by the observance of these things
that the valiant knight was assured of fame or.re-
ward ; it was certainly not for strictly keeping
them that the Petit Jehan secured the favour of
the fair Dame, his patronees; and there is good
reason to suppose, that had he kept all the in-
structions so properly given, e would soon have
ceased to enjoy her smiles. The ceremonials of
devotion could be attended to without any hin-
derance to the career of ambition and pleasure,
which it was the knight's profession to -pur-
sue. In the observance of these, he was reminded
of the anthority from which he derived his most
sacred privileges; and he seemed to acquire new
dignity by a repetition of the vows which he utter-
ed at his investiture. The solemn grandeur of the
‘church, the awful impressiveness of its services,
the affection with which ite ‘ministers regarded
him as their trie champion; these all contribut-
ed to fill him more deeply with the conaciouns-
ness of his own honour; and he drew from every
mass which he heard, and from the matins jand
vigils, new persuasions to follow the romantic pmh
he had chosen. His professions, his babits of life,
the excitement of imagination to which he was
constantly subject, rendered him, of all other men,
the most open to impressions from a religion ad-
orned with grand and solemn exhibitions. .The
great mass of the people could neither feel so
strongly its personal application, nor enter so
thoroughly into the enjoyment-of & pomp which had:
less relation to their condition. The ministers-of e~
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figion, on the other band, were- too accustomed teo
the display, to be deeply impressed with its magnifi-
.«cence ; and it therefore appears likely that the che-
waliers were better fitted to become devout attend-
ants on the services of religion, than any other
+class of men in those superstitious ages. We see
in the modes of thought, in the contradiction be-
dween principle and practice, in the willingness
to submit to the most painfnl ceremonial obeer-
vances, and in the devotional gravity of the knight,
the feeling and opinions which, with little varia-
tion, impressed all society in the middle ages with
its principal features ; and if, in this respect, we
take chivalry for a mirror of the ages in which
it began to flourish, we ehall perhaps obtain the
correctest notion of their character we are, at this
distance of time, capable of forming.

-« From these remarks respecting the religion of
«chivalry, we naturally descend to the consideration
.of that second great distinction of the order—the
sruth and honour of its votaries. It requires no
wvery profound faculty of observation te convince
us, that when men mistake so grossly the simple
duties which belong to the religion they venerate,
a8 did the knights of old, the nature of hongur,
‘a8 depending on a, strict regard to truth, will
not stand a much jbetter chance of being cor-
reetly understood. But, next to religion, the first
principle with the chevalier was the punctilious
respect for honour, and all the duties and require-
ments which are comprehended under that term.
To keep his word, bad it been pledged to a thing
altogther destructive of his success or bappinees,
was inenlcated as the most abeolute of duties; to
break it, whatever excuse any change of circum-
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stances might have seemed to bring, wis the greas-
est disgrace which the genius of chivalry counld re-
ceive. The refinoment to which the principle was
curried, affords many interesting traits of the
purest and most admirable regard to truth; and
some of the bistories of celebrated knights inspire
us with delight at the pictures they i
present of this devotion to the foundation-principle
of all that is great or good in our social natare.
But the same defects are observable in their sup~
posed attachment to truth, as in their religions pre-
tensions. The beauty of the virtue itself was lost
sight of, under the specious colouring of ambitious
fancy. It wasnot truth which obtained the praises
of the chevalier, or which he sought to exhibit in his
conduct, but the extravagant imitation of her ef-
fects. A few high and most noble epirits did, as
we have said, possess both the virtue and the chi-
valrous imagination which gave brilliancy to its
sober grandeur; bat, for the most part, we sce
nothing but a violent straining after extravagant
methods of exhibiting her graces, and a line of con-
duct resulting from this which merits little either
of respect or admiration. Religion, when present-
ed to the senses under the forms which a rich ima~
gination has invented, though she lose much of
her purity, and of ber proper strength and sutbo-
rity, retains her dignity, and we still venerate her
as divine ; but if religion can thus be blended with
the splendid workings of the imagination, without
losing her hold upon the heart, it is rarely that
morality can. The moment fancy takes the ordi-
nary virtues of life into her keeping, they are either
confounded with principles which the conscience
cares not for, and so_are rendered useless ; or thay
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are carried ont of their proper sphere of application,
and cease to operate altogether, or are rendered
ridicalous by affectation and extravagance. The
example of Arthur’s knights, who appear to have
been the true models of chivalrous character, may
again be appealed to as illustrating these observa-
tions. The blackest treason of which an individual
can be guilty, was practised against him by one of
bis most renowned companions; yet this violator
of the faith which he owed to Arthur, both as a
sovereign and a man, was the very flower of chi-
valry, the model of every knight who sought the
bighest praise for excellence of character and con-
duct, and one from whom the noblest and most
worthy squire in Christendom would have thought
it a proud distinction to receive his sacred functions.
. It may be obeerved, and the remark will apply
. 0 more cases than the .present, that the worship
of truth is comparatively easy, when the sacrifices
we offer are all of our own invention, and made
only at such times as may insure their reward,
either in the increase of our. reputation, or in some
other advantage. The history of chivalry contains
ample proofs that such was, with very few excep-
tions, the devotion which the knight paid to this
angelic virtue. He never broke a vow—but both
the making and observance of it contributed largely
to raise his reputation. If it was an extraordinary
.one, and required particular labour and bazard to
fulfil it, he had measured the difficulty beforehand ;
he had calculated how much admiration and praise
he should receive when be had gone through the
voluntary trial ; and he bore with him, in the peril
of the encounter, the pleasant feeling which al-
ways attaches to the consciousness of being watched
' ’ 12 '
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and sdmired while combating any danger. Nort
must it be forgotten, that a large number of thet
vows which the knights made, and obtained the
greatest praise for observing, had- their origin ne#
merely in personal vanity, but in the expectation
of theiraiding them in the most difficalt of their love~
adventures. To vow that he wonld perform some
notable exploit in honour of his lady, was the no~
blest piece of gallantry which a knight could ex-.
hibit. It elevated him in the eyes of bis brother«
chevaliers, contributed to establish the reputation of
the dame for the power of her charms, and thereby
insured him her smiles, when every other expe-
dient of the despairing lover had proved fruitless:
When such a reward as this awaited him at the
conclusion of his enterprise, it is possible that he
might have undertaken it without any other consi~
deration ; and when we compare the number of.
instances which are on record of this kind with
those in which truth seems to have been honoured .
and pursued for her own sake, we are compelled,
however unwillingly, to regard the refined veracity
of knights as possessed, in general, of no other .
quality but its refinement. That they had a very
clear apprehension of the beauty of wruth, either
moral or religious, whatever we know of their .
habits or pursuits, tends greatly to disprove—that,
if they did understand it, they were guilty of the
coldest and most base hypocrisy ever practised,
we have evidence in nearly every work which,
either purposely or not, affords any description of
chivalrous times.

The doubt which may thus be indulged, as to
whether the genuine love of truth formed any part
of the chevalier’s real character, greatly lessens our
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ides of these briltiant qualities of mind sad disposi<
Sion comprebended under the term Henour. There
n reason to believe, that some of the sentiments
#t present current among the best classes of
suciety, are derived from the bigh notions of per-
sonal respect introduced by Chivalry; but certain
it is, that if- we possessed no clearer notions of
what is termed honour than did our military an:
cestors, society would have gained little by the
existence of such a principle; for, so far as we
seo the effect of it in its genuine and unaltered
mvede of action, it is only productive of mad and
sanguinary contests. The pure, the truly noble
principle of honour which belongs to modern times,
is-derived, if it have any existence at all, from the
clearer and juster views which prevail ‘respecting
the duties of man to man, and of one elass of society
to another. The honour of chivalrous ages and of
the chivalrous character was wasted, like the other
good principles which operated at that period, in &
constant attempt to exhibit iteelf to the gaze of
mankind ; it was busy and loquacious, instead of
calm, serious, and dignified ; it could not exist
without the excitements of public praise, nor'nct
in places or in reference to objects which only re-
quired the exertion of its plain- and steady coun«
sels. 1am here, of course, speaking only of the
strictly moral, and practical inflaence of chivalrous
honour. Considering it in the light of a quality,
which was sufficiently perfect if it added grace to
the name and bearing of & soldier, it merits a bigh-
er praise ; for, never was its gay and shining attri.
butes displayed to greater advantage ; never was
the: etiquette or punciiliousness of pride rendered
mere worthy of attention, than when they be-
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longed to the free and lofty bearing of the high-

born chevalier.

- The posseesion of this virtue in its greatest

perfection was requisite to the knight in every
of bis profession. It was inculcated u

on him in.the elementary instructions which l‘l’e

yeceived as a page; and when amived at the

‘rank of squire, he was expected to appear clad in

its fair and shining garb, ready prepared for the
defence of truth and the unblemlshed warth of the
Jadies. As a knight, honour was the universal pa-
tron-saint of his order ; and she thus gave existence
to a sort of brotberbood even between those who
fought under the hostile standards of the cross and
the crescent. On the purity, moreover, with which
this virtue was preserved, greatly depended the
knight's power to perform the tasks to which he
‘was put in the course of his career. 'We have mapy
curious illustrations of this in some of the old ro-
mances. -The following is one.

. While Arthur was at the castle of Camelot, wherg
were assembled a great number of his knights and
gentlemen of arms, there came thither a demoiselle
with a message from the great Lady Lylle of Ane-
lyon. ¢ And when she came before King Arthur,

told him from whom she came, and how she
was sent on & message upto him for these causes.
Then she let her mantle fall that was richly furred.
Ang then was she girt with a noble sword, where-
of the king had marvel, and said, Demoiselle, for
what cause are ye girt with that sword ? it be-

"seemeth you not. Now, I shall tell you, said the

Demoiselle. This sword that I am girt withal
doth me great sorrow and cumberance, for I may
not he delivered of this sword but bya knight ;
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‘but he must be & passing good man of his hands
and of his deeds, without villany or treachery, and
without treason. And if I may find such a knight
that bath all these virtues, he may draw out this
sword out of the sheath; for I have been at King
Ryons; it was told me they were passing good
knights, and he and all his knights have assayed it,
and none can speed. This is a great marvel,
said Arthur, if this he doth. I will myself assay
to draw out the sword, not presuming upon my-
self that I am the best knight, but that I will be-
gin to draw at your sword, in giving example to
aH the barons that they shall assay every one aftet
other when I have assayed it. Then Arthur took
the sword by the sheath, and by the girdle, and
pulled at it eagerly, but the sword would not come
out.- Sir, said the Demoiselle, ye need not
pull half vo hard, for he that shall pull it out shall
do it with little might. Ye say well, said Arthur.
Now, assay ye all my barons, but beware ye be not
@efoyled with shame, treachery, nor guile. Then it
will not avail, said the Demoiselle, for he must be a
clead knight, without villany, and of a gentle strene
of father side and mother side. First of all, the
barons of the Round Table that were there at that
time assayed all by rows, but they might none
speed; whereforethe Demoiselle made great sorrow
out of measure, and said, Alas]! I wende in this
court had been the best knights, without treachery
or treason. By my faith, saith Arthur, here are
good knights, as I deem, as any been in the world,
but their grace is not to help you ; wherefore 1 am
fienleased. ” * .
* Morte & Arthur, Book ii. Chap. i.

>
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The conspicuous share which gallantsy bed in
giving grace and brilliancy to the knight's chasaeter,
has constituted it one of the primary features in the
description of chivalry and its heroes. . It is pro-
bable, I think, that we may have formed too harsh
an opinion respecting the rank which women held
in states of society that received no ameliora-
‘tion from any thing like chlvalry or its institutions.
“There are many intimations in classical writers,
that the female character in Greece and Rome wss
frequently elevated to the highest degree of puuty
and nobleness ; that it had then the power
charm and influence by all the strength of love*
* and that the home, of which it became the glery
and the light, was rendered sacred to man’s heart,
becanse it held this treasure. That women
were less honoured and loved in those days, be-
cause custoin rendered their lives more retired
than now, is certainly an unjustifiable conclusion.
The fire which burnt on the most sacred altar of
Vesta, shone only in the deepest recesses of her
penetralia.

But many of our impressions with regard to this
subject, are derived from the comparison which
has been institated between the rank given to wo-
men in the Roman empu'e shortly previous to its
fall, and that which they enjoyed in the northern na-
tions about the same period. I apprehend, however,
that the comparison does not discover a superior-
ity in the rank or station of the German women
over that of their classical cotemporaries; but enly
proves, that the manners of both sexes in Germany,
were purer and more favourable to virtue than they
were in Rome. The liberty which was given them
of mixing with the men, and sometimes even of
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making themselves heard in matters of moment,
was consequent upon their rude mode of life,
and the knowledge which every member of a
small tribe must necessarily possees of the things
which concern its safety. Their pure and hardy
virtue was indeed well worthy of the admiration
of the Roman historian, when he compared it with
the luxery and licentiousness of his countrywo-
men ; but it is scarcely an object of wonder, that
the female character should be purer where it is
strengthened by the nourishment of virtuous ex-
ercise, and duaty, and where it is exposed to no en-
ervating fashions, then in the midst of luxurious
cities, and where female loveliness has a value set
upon it, independent of the accompaniments of
female truth and virtue.

That the general condition of women is at
present guperior to what it formerly was, is be-
yond a doubt; but it is not true that the superior-
ity is so extraordinary as has been asserted ; nor
-oan it be rightly traced to the infusion of Northern
blood into their veins, which the taint of 1
would soon have corrupted ; nor to the effects of
any particular institution, but to the clearer dis-
tinctions which now prevail respecting virtue and
vice—to the sanctions afforded to morality by a
divine religion—to the worth which the same re-
ligion has given to whatever is mentally pure and
lovely—to the community of hopes, and of the
highest duties which it has introduced—and to the

diffusion of information and activity of
thought. To these are owing the higher level at
which female virtue now stands, and the sex’s con-
sequent superiority of rank ; for, if knowledge be
power to man, virtue is power to women.
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I am not willing, therefore, to aséribe so high.a
merit to the institutions of chivalry, in this re-
#pect, as they have sometimes laid claim tg, The
personal gallanty, bowever, of kuights was a ga;
and splendid quality, and in perfect keeping wn.g
the blazonry of his burnished helmet, .towering
plumes, and courtly bearing. To serve God and
the ladies, an expression from which we shrink
with a feeling that it borders pear upon im-
piety, was the first maxim impressed upon the
memory of the youthfal chevalier. The manper
in which the latter part of the precept was obseryy
#d, did not differ very greatly from what we have
seen to be the mode in which the former waa sty
tendéd to. The art of Jove, however, was in those
days full of very recondite mysteries ; and it way
thought no mesn mark of ability to. possess the
power of teaching it. One of the fullest descrip-
tions of what a lover was expected to be, is found
in the instructions ven s young knight bydn
Signenr ; Arnaud de ]

One morning in the montl: of Qctoben, wbm
preparing, with other noble cavaliers, for a day.of
excellent sport, and just aa the pages had bronght
out the falcons, the dogs and borses, and all was
ready for setting forth, a young knight, of guest
beauty and lofty bearing, appeared at his castle,
and, taking hold of his borse s bridle, begged him,
with a most melancholy visage, to have pity on bhis -
distress. The generous chevalier hesitated not, but,
ordering back his retinue, ingired of the young
stranger the cause of his grief; and baving found i
to be the cruelty of 3 mistress, promised, o the
next morning, to gwehxmfullmat.mctmm ﬂ\q
gentle science of love. The day was spent in
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-mirsh and feasting ; and the following moming,
eeating themselves nnder the shade of a laurel, the
seacher and his mournful pupil began their dis-
course on the subject of their mesting. The for-
. mer commenced, by saying, that he should speak
meither of rishes nor learning as the means of pros-
pering in love, but that he should reduce the es-
sentisl qualities of alover to gaiety, politeness, and
-bnvery. He then called to the recollection of his
heaver the character of those celebrated heroes
wbohadbmmonmunfulwndnhehdm,mch

-begen with giving him instructions on his personsl
appearance. His habits were to be of linen, fine
and white, aud his robe was to be of the same
solour ss his mantle, and of a proper length, and

sufficiently full not to leave his breast uncovered.
Hamoﬁnqmdytowuhhmhxr,andtohop
it mather short, as was to be the case with his. mus-
sachios snd beard.  Again, the eyes being the in-
terpreters of amorous sentiments, and the hands
the ministers of these constant services which
faithfal love is ever ready to render, he was direct-
od to pay particalar attention to their being al-
wrays of proper keeping with the rest of his well-
dressed With regurd to his attendants,
he was to have at least two squires, who were to
‘be courteons, civil, and abeve all good speakers,
that they might be able to give agoodopmtonoi’
their master by the manner they delivered his mes-
sages. Rules are then given him for the exercise
of hospitality in his houwse. He was to honeur
strangers; to provide generously for their wants; to
imstruct bis domestics not to let any thing be want-
mgtothtlbh,u,lfththdwwﬁlpa bim in

VOL. I,
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the ear daring the repast, this would have the ap-

-pearance of a low and paltry economy ; and te
make no spare of his provisions ;—all which things
were declared to be necessary to the knight. who
would preserve ‘the reputation of being a brave
lover, who never did any thmg but what was
noble. -

Whenever he should go to any court, he is re-
commended to spare nothing in insuring the mag-
nificence of his appearance. He is to have an
hotel always open to all comers. Squires, pages,
mendicants and jongleurs, are not to be drivea
away, come they in ever such crowds, but every
‘thing is tobe a['abandon. When be quits the court,
-whieh he is never to dotill the last, he is to pay faith-
fully and largely. In the directions given him as
to the games he should play; he is forbidden to

* ne the dice, a3 only fit for the vulgar or the cove-
tous ; and when he is engaged in play of a more
honourable kind, be is particularly directed not to
be sorry if he lose ; or, if he cannot resist the feel-
ing, wot to show it, nor to change his place con-
tinually as 8 man that is agitated, nor -twist his,
hands about as one in a passion ; for the' instam

. he should do this, or show any alteration in his

countenance, he would be that moment degraded
from all pretensions to gallantry.

Another essential point, if he would be happy
in love, is, that he have a good horee, swift in the
chase, adroit and tractable in combat, and that this
courser should be always ready at hand, together
with his lance, shield, and cuirass. His horse, alse,
is to be well harnessed, and to be adorned with a
splendid poitrail.- The housings, saddle, shield and
lanes, wish its banderolle, are to be uniform in theis
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¢olour and devices.: He must also have another
horse to carry his double cuirass, his lance and
‘shield, which arms are to be raised as high as pos-
sible, in order to mske the more graceful and
noble appearance.. It is also essential that his
. squires be always ready to attend him on the in-
stant, and that his arms may not have to be sought
for when he is attacked ; for it must needs be
known, says his instructor, that a dame will never
take for her lover a coward or a niggard, who
hides himself when he is summoned to meet an
enemy, or to appear with eclat at court. She de-
sires that her lover should be continually receiving
some new accession to his glory. Then, exhort-
ing the young knight not to be weary with the
smumber of his directions, the able professor con-
tinues his lesson, by desiring him, above all thmgs,
to love chivalry, which- ought to be his sovereign
good, and preferred to every kind of pleasare. - -
“ Be always ready for the combat,” repeats he;
“let nothing make you fear. Be the first tostrike,
and the last to give over ; you will thus fulfil the
true duties of a lover.” Then, directing him to
‘be carefal to have good armour, to have his
Jorse adorned with little bells, the sound of which;
he eays, inspires the rider with courage, he once
more repeats, that it is the duty of whoever follows
the banner of love to be the firet in the charge, and
‘the last in the retreat; to fight till his arms one af-
ter the other fail bim; and when he comes to- his
sword, ‘¢ to strike his blows so hard and fierce,
that the noise may rise to God, and that it may
echo both through heaven and hell. ”
_ Then follows an account of the baron’s own a-
-shisvements in- the court of love, as an ifi-
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oation of the power of his maxims, sad which
seems to give aa correct & notion of the'trne chas
recter of chivalrous love and gallantry as any thing
which could be ssid on the subject. He reckons,
that he bed had frem ome of his vanquished fair
two hundred kisses; bwt that he must die ima .
month’s time, if he could not obtain one from am-
ether Jess gentle dame ; and for & third mistress of
bis beart, he most devoutly desires a happy seat
in paradise. He bad mesy more, he said, bus
would not name them, as be had net their permie-
sion, which he had of the others, to make knowa
the faveurs they bad granted him. *

The life which the kanighs ordinarily led, and the
sentiments common to his order, were favourable to
bis- beconting the gay and accomplished suitor des- .
eribed in these instruetions of the brave Baron de
Marean. But whether they were equally fitted
10 cherish the deep and glowing pessiom of leve,
as they wert to inspire a taste for gallantry,isa
matter of seriois doubt. The greater pars of the
staries we read respecting the sdventures of ¢che-
wvaliers, would lead us to believe that it was rapely
they felt the pure and simple affection of a single
overpowering affection. They bore with them, itis
true, the tokens of their dame in the gayest hall
and in the bloodiest battle-field ; they would wage
mortal fight with any one who dared refuse to ab-
low that she was the most peerless lady in Chriss-
endom ; and at ber alightest command, they rea
dily undertook the most perilous snd unprofitable
pursuits ; but in all this, if we look with any care
upon the subject, we shall trace scarcely she sha

* MS. D'Urf¢; Price, 946, s quoted by M. Bainte
Mye; - - PR
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‘dow -of love: In proportion to.the ptide, the
boasting :display and ornament of passion, - we
Jmay properly deubt of its strength. and perma-
‘mency. The favour of & lady to whose .love he
might pretend, was as necessary to.the knight's
‘proper appearance among his compeers, either in
the field or at .court, as any part of his shining
wncooutrements. . To love, consequently, was as
amuch & condition of his knighthood as to be brave
-er honourable; and as the former is much less
-ander .our immediate power than the latter, it is
not to be doubted that affectation frequently sup-
plied the place of passion, and in many cases pre-
-vented its growth altogether.
. Nor have we a better proof of the chmheu
passion for his lady, in the wild feats which he
.sometimes performed for her sake. To be fre-
.quently in bold and hardy combat, was the pri-
mary daty of his profession; but he could not
wage battle without a pretext; and there was no.
Ppretext so reasonable or ready at hand as the de-
fence-of a lady’s pretensions to superiority. The '
victory gained for her sake, and under her smiles,
was not so much praived as a token of faithful affec-
tion, as of general homage to the power of beauty.
Every fair damsel smiled warmly on the champion
of her sex, and queens even stretched their jewel-
led hands to welcome his approach. The conteat
thus waged, and thus rewarded, ought hardly to
be taken for such a proof of love, as it might have
been if undertaken in the plain simplicity of man-
ly affection, seeking only the safety of its object,
and deeming its success the more valuable, if un-
valued and unknown by all the world beside.
Among ng set of men daes there appenr to have
K 2 .
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mludlusoﬂbdinctmnmhheddoqmof
this passion, than among its chivalrous vetaries.
Theulove,hkethoirmhgiou, sought for emblems,
external shows, and suppores ; and in like mmanner
Iost much of its power ever the heart and spivis,
end became a thing fer men to admire in' courts
end palaces, and to cultivate like en
ment, instead of owning it as & part of natase ; 5
that it was rendered to all, except the fow nebdn
beings who neither then nor now eonld be ernslan-
.ed by forms, one of the banbles with which ims-
gination sports, till semse and appetite give it &
new value. There is mo deep and lively
of this nature which does not strongly tend to the
of domestic virtues, and to these.the
life and habits of the knight were little favourable.
Had there been, therefom, no other circamstance
likely to hinder the gemaine growth of love, shis
would have always acted as a material hinderanes
to its influence on the heart of the chevalier. He
bad little to persuade him that he would enjoy
more bappiness in the privity of & home, than i
the gay circles of which he formed the ornament.
In every quest after adventure, he found some-
thing to dissipate his thougbhfromtnugleolgieot
of affection; he was bound in daty to cherisha
moet truly Catholic regard for woman in every
corner of the earth; and it was rarely he had the
‘talent of nicely ahmmmg the idea of her-excel-
lent qualities, &0 as not to love in succession each
individual who possessed them. He was thus, in
88 true a sense as ever the word was applied to
modern instances, a general admirer; and in that
character, gay, sccomplished, ready to setve, aed
even die for, his mistress, shone in the full bight of
beauty and lady-love.
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- Dut-the times of chivalry, were this single article
suly considered, could not have been happy. There
.were theusands of hearts, as there nrust always be,
wiomudﬂwleurwyofpme,tbealmmd
bappy influemces of home, to give gladness and
strength to theic sffections ; and thewso, to which-
over sex they belonged, must, under the rule of
«hivalry, and ¢he fashions it introduced, have fekt
‘derk and unsettled ; failing in the hardy vigour of
A which wurned-them abashed from rival-
.lbtp, suffering under a silent and consuming
for which they could not find utterance.
Scarcely less fruitful in pain and disappointment,
.was the neglect which was frequently suffered by
‘women, after they had become the wives of knights.
‘The unsettled lives which their lords passed, left
hem frequently & prey te doubt and melancholy.
-Infidelity on both sides was the mest ordinary ¢on-
sequonce of these frequent separations; and the
loft us of the state of matrimonial man-
mmtho-geofchvdry convinoe us that, if any
«evil can resuit from their corruption, the condition
of the people of that peried must have been fruit-
ful in misery. If we add to this, that it wes
in few instances that the victery in love was to

ful, his mistress must emnploy all the arts of her
" mex, and then only hope to retain him as long as
hab!oomlulod,wuhllnotformaveryskiking
«uotion of the power which love then bad to ven-
der suciety net merely -gay, but bappy, and =
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.passionate’as happy, which-this great and &nivetint
principle must necesearily do,"when acting byu
-right and free 1mpu!aes ‘
. We may, therefore, it seems, falrly believe, d)tt
the grand distinctions of the chivalrous cherack
ter, in this respect, was gallaniry, not love ; the one
‘being of s nature to. refine manners, throw over
the face of society a rich and golden veil, and help
the fancy-to many sparkling dnd seductive images:;
but producing few of those mighty and permanens
impressions, either on individuals -or communities,
which love in the strength of its divinity is.sent-to
effect. The former rises or disappears according
to the accidents or prevailing. fashions of different
periods, but never affects but a small proportion of
mankind ; the latter is' always visible in the werld,
‘bas a strength which nothing- dlmmlshes, and- acty
with a power as universal es it is mighty. The
former is -developed in temporary fashions. or: in~
stitutions, and decays with them; thelatter embo-
dies itself in.the imperishable brightness of poetry,
making its -presence everlastingly known by:the
beauty. of the earth, the glow of the-heavens,:and
‘the yearning after- delight and peace, which the
© #pirit of. man ought to feel at ail times and in aﬂ '
_eituations. - -

Enougb has now been sald respectmg the in-
stitutions of chivalry and .the genersl characteris:
tics of knighthood, to enable the reader to form a
tolerably accurate notion of this remarkable system.
That it rose out of a set - of -circumstanees, which
had never before met together in the history of na-
tions, is beyond doubt ; that it continued to be ma~
dified in succeeding ages by-the character of :the
.times, is equally certain ; but I should regard the
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reflex inflwence which it had itself as less eaamipo-
tent on the progress of society than might be sup-
posed, and that because it seems to have been s
state of society produced by causes which were
altogether exbausted in producing it, and which
ceased to act with the production -of this effect.
It bad not the life in it which was necessary either
to its own permanent continuance, or to its acting
like a new system of causes in the creation of o+
ther and similar states of society. Had it

this creative influence, the world would still have
presented a fac-simile of the order of things which
existed under its directior; but there dogs net ap-
pear sufficient reason to believe that we retain
any strong impression of the existence of chivalry
among us ; for every system which prevails at the
present day, both religious and political, may be
traced to other origins, and accounted for in all
their eseential particularities, without our having
recourse to the institutions of chivalry to explain
their establishment.

But the whole force of this remarkable system
found employment in the events we are sbout to
relate. The crusades would have taken place, or
at least have been attempted, had the order of
knighthood never existed, nor military saintship
been made a fashion. But for the furtherance of
the design, chivalry found arms, experienced and
enthusiastic soldiers. It was the pabulum of the
deep and excited confidence with which men look-
ed forward to their sacred conquest. It gave the
ready means for making a mighty experiment,
which must otherwise have been long deferred, or
perished in the commencement; and, by uniting into
one burning glow of enthusiasm, the ambition of
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wariiors with the zeal of churchimen and the eain-
est devotion of the faithful, it formed a vast, a grand
and terrible thunder-cloud in the horizon of the
moral world, which, had it been allowed to burst
at once upon the earth, would have shaken it to
its foundations.

In its commencement, therefore, when it ﬁrst
appeared among the yet unsettled forms of society,
and in its connexion with the crusades, chivalry
presents itself under the most striking points of
view ; and in the following pages, we shall have
Mquent reason to admire its grand and wonder-

working qualmu. .
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CHAPTER VI '

in‘nooumsr REMARKS ON THE ORIGIN OF THE CRUSADES.
ESTABLISHMENT OF MAHOMETANISM,

.Tnx sentiment which gave birth to the grandeur
of ecclesiastical institutions, which set men upon
searching for external modes of showing their faith,
and embodying their feelings in processions, or
under the forms to which they seemed to bear
some dim resemblance, wes the mainspring of ,
those remarkable wars distinguished by the name '
of the Crusades. The same spirit is observable in
all the means which were employed to develop
. the predominant sentiments of the time ; and to its
operations we may alike trace the impulse which
reared the magnificent palaces of religion, and that
“which sent forth myriads of unknown believers to
perish in the contest for the Holy Land. But the
immediate cause of that devout passion, with
which nearly the whole of Europe was pervad-
ed, was a pure and natural one. Nothing which
we do or love, is remembered in the mind with-
out being . associated .with the circumstances to
which our actions . or our affections' may in some
measure be ascribed. That this: should be the
case with our religious feelings, is even still more
probable; for the very nature of belief leads us
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back into distant times, and gives to memory a new
and eacred office. The weak, short-sighted phi-
Josophy of scepticism, is consistent with its avowed
contempt of all that is not of the earth and earthly,
when it scorns to receive a ray of light from the
past, or when it is inclined to regard the relics of
otber ages as but the dry bones of a charnel-house.
Bat unless a man’s bosom be thus clad in the more
than triple brass of such a chilling philosophy, he
will value the remasins of a past genmeration, and
make use of them as links, connecting it with the
one in which he lives—as fragments of a past re-
ality, which bave & more than imaginary valne,
becanse they fix, render more palpable, and give
2 grester permanency to our memory of the wise
end good of other times. It is part of the reli-
gion of human nsture thus to.prise the remains of
departed greatness, and treasure them for - their
power to act like talismans on the memory. Few
mon are free from this feeling under one form or the
other. In the lover, in the poet, and in the reli-
gionist, it is equally strong; each seeks to recal
the -past as redelent of delight or holiness, and
each feels he shall be more secure of the enjoy-
ment ; that it will be less doubtful and evanescent, if
he-possess something to remind him of it which
time has not had power to destroy. Hence the value
of the faded flowers which bave been once

to the lips of those we love; of the sword of the
patriot, and the remains of the martyr; and hence
she seal 'and detormination with which men of
great feeling and issaginstien will devose themselves
#0-dry antiguerisn researches, offering little -other
soward than the possemsion of eome undenisbly
genuine relic of a remewsed and amtient place.
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From the same.principle that the relics of & pass
ageatevalued the scemes of great actions, of
events which: affected. the conditien ef mankind,
are contemplated. with a pleasing, bat solemn ve-
meration. A man of any warmth of. feeling con-
necta every. circumstance of an exciting history
8o closely with the scene of its occarrence, that.
the latter becomes consecrated in the memory,
set apart, sud. only especially valued, because:
of its connexion with the eveat. Marathon is
never wisited by the enthpsiastic traveller, with~
out the host. of freemen rising before his eyes.
Their deeds it.is which give.a thrilling interest. te.
the scene; and it i» never inquired what oceur
reuge before,, or since, is. recorded as happening
on the same spot.. Qne great and, striking even
takes.hold. of the imagination as. connected: with:
the particalac scene ; and when the spot is visited,
thie; spectator forgets it present. appesrance, sudi
all its actusd circumstanoces, and feels: himself sur«
‘monnded with the beings,. the sacred,. venerable ob-
quts, which.have before:seemed oply the pbantome
of his. mjnd, without a loeal and particular habi~
tation:

- The more meensely interesting the. oecurrences

on which the memory is thus employed, the deepen
is the veneration with which tbe seenes: they have
distingnished are visited ;. and bence.the awe; the.
deep, thrilling, overpowneringo awe. with which the

is trodden, that the champions of religion

rendered sacred by. their wanderings. Henoca
the passion, nataral in its origin, and pure-and sa~
cred iw its-implied parpose), for visiting the spet in
which the. Divine. Founder. of. Christintiity per-

formed. his. mighty, acte,. and offered up. his myntov

VOL. .
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< rious sacrifice.  There is in the simple records that
have been left of the events which led to the esta-
blishment of our religion, much that favours the
feelings we are describing. They are, if we may
apply such a term without irreverence, very highly
picturesque ; setting before us, with incomparable
distinctness, in a few simple sentences, the principal
pasticulars  of the -scenes in which the heavenly
teacher wrought his miracles, or delivered his
discourses. Every portion, consequently, -of the
land of- his sojourning, becomes sacred and fami-
lar to the mind. The river Jordan is not, by ac-
cident, associated with our recollections of the de-
scriptive narrative;; it is remembered withareligious’
feeling, from the beautiful and impressive narrative
of our Saviour's-baptism. The Mount of Olives;
the brook Cedron; the Lake of Gennesaret; and
the awful Calvary :—all these are so distinctly
brought before us in the different recitals of the
Evangelists, and make Jerudalem and its environs
80 present to the thoughts at every remembrance of
the human character of Christ, that it would be
impossible for a person, accustomed to read the
narrative of the Scriptures, to imagine the Son of
God as teaching, performing his miracles, or dying
amid other scenes. This is far less the case with
regard to the accounts which have descended to
eur times of other great, but human masters of
wisdom. The eloequent teachings of Plato may
be read, without a moment’s thought of his. aca-
demy ; those of Epicurus without any remem-
brance of his gardens ; and-the dying discourses of'
Socrates, with but a faint recollection of his pri-
. son. . But who can read the discourses of the Sa-
viour, without seeming to be- present on the sali--
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tary miountain, by the sea-side, or in the crowded
coutts of the temple 7 Who can hear of his raising
the widow's son, of his conversation with the Sae
maritan woman, or of his restoring the brothet of
Martba and Mary to his sisters, and not forever
after feel that the words which were uttered on
each of these -particular occasions, are associated
with the distinct remembrance of a particular scene,
and that they would come with less force to the
‘mind, if it were made to believe that it was wa-
certain when or where certain parts of the’dis-
courses were delivered ? Or, still farther, who can
read the narrative of the crucifixion, and- of the
circumstances which preceded it,” without the
thoughts constantly recurring to the scenes amid
which the fearful tragedy was performed ? r
There are few persons of whatever age, or even
belief, they may be, who have made themselves -
familiar with-the history of the founder of Christi-
. anity, without thus becoming habitually disposed
‘to regard the different parts of the narrative with
all the various appendages of the recital, the par-
ticular scene and objects, as each making a great
and divive picture, fitted for a distinct contempla-
tion, and claiming the peculiar homage of the
thoughts. It is little to be wondered at, therefore,
that through every period, but more especially in
the earlier eras, of the church, multitudes of men
have been found willing to undergo any hardships,
and brave the greatest dangers, to visit the Holy
Land. The most deeply devoted worshipper felt -
that his devotion would .be fed with a new and
stronger flame amid those sacred scenes of his Sa-
.viour’s trial and suffering ;- and he who was still
-wavering in bis mind, and felt the wans.of some-
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thing present and visible, to confirm it in the be~
lief of his brethren, was naturally led to the birth~
place of all the astonishing -events on which it was
to be founded.

Jerusalem, ‘though polluted and despoiled by the

- insulting hosts of pagan emperors, lost, at its- down-

fal, none of the veneration in which it had been
anciently held by the believers in sacred history.
The divine record of the importance which it once

d, continued to preserve the remembrance
of its holiness constantly preset to the mind.
Though its citadels might be beaten down by the
power of the adversary, the sanctity of its neme -
amust forever remain undiminished ; and in the ruin
and .desolation which attended its abasement, the
voice of iits Great King was still theught to echo
sthrough its deserted streets. In most other re-
wspects the Chriatian and the Jew 'had little cause
for sympathy in their feelings ; but-over Jerusalem
both could join in lsmentation, for to beth was
the remembrance of its past histery equally fall of
-deep and powerful interest. There the Lion of
‘Judah had seigned in the might of Jehovih, and
-there the Lamb of God had conguered by suffer-
ing and-death. In ‘both inetances, it was the scene
whioh the Almighty had chosen for the manifesta-
stion of his greatest benevolence ; and the believer
in the doctrines -which supplanted the religion of
Jsrael, felt the same veneration for the sacred soil,
‘a8 did its primitive inhabitante.

Having been made the centre of the infant
cburch immediately after the ascension of -our
Lord, the Holy City became pessessed of an im-
-portance proper to its new character as a metropo-
litan see. This it continued to retain; even after
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no vestiges remained of what it had once been in
power and magnificence ; and the persecuted Chris-
tians bent their looks with veneration towards the
city in which was commenced the establishment
of a church, destined to spread its holy bannera
over the whole earth.

- At the conversion of the Emperor Constamme
to the faith of Christianity, the anxious hopes of
the persecuted believers were amply fulfilled. That
monarch, full of zeal for the honour of the religion
he bad embraced, sought, by every means in his
power, to manifest the interest he took in the af-
fairs of the church; and, among the first acts
which be performed after his conversion, was the
restoration of the Holy City to its former import-
ance. To effect this, he directed the patriarch
Makarius to repair the tomb in which our Lord
had been buried, and which was said to be at the
foot of Mount Golgotha. After this was done
according to his order, he built over it a magnifi-
cent vault, and to the east of it a lofty and spa-
cions temple. Both the outer and inner parts of
this edifice were adorned with the most costly
materials ; and care was taken, by the number of
its pillars, and the form of its different parts, to
intimate the sacred mysteries it was designed to
commemorate. Immediately after its construction,
strangers from all countries flocked to worship in
its splendid courts ; and the celebrated Eusebius
consecrated it to the service of the Saviour, by his
most eloquent discourses. Constantine also buil¢
another church at Mamre, in' commernoration of
Abraham’s conversation with the Lord ; and his
mother Helena, a- woman deeply imbued with the
most fervent piety, erected one at Bethlehem, near

L2 :



188 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

the scene of Christ’s nativity, snd sncther on the
hill from which he ascended.

Safficient reasons had already existed te remdenr
the Holy Land an object of veneration to the
Christian ; but additional strength was given to
. this feeling by the honour which Constantine and.
his mother had put upon every spot which history
or tradition had made worthy of remembrance.
Pilgrims, consequently, from all parts of the world,
flocked to increase the small bands of deveut voy-
agers who, from the commencement of the veli-
gion, had .at various intervals travelied 10 Jernse-
lem. The zeal which the bold and patient spirits
of these wanderers evinced, was 20 gratefal to she
cburch, that it conferred upon them many of ite
most valugble favours ; and pilgrimages were -thus
vendered an important part of a religious life.

To protect any of these holy travellers was,
moreover, in iteelf a highly meritorious setion
and the devout persons who were prevented, either
by age, infirmity, or any other cause, from perv
forming so arduons a duty as & pilgrimage, grati
fied themselves by providieg the bard fare and
simple necessaries of which the wayfaring stranger
might have need, if he passed their doors. The
richer among them carried their charity still far-
ther, and built small hestleries in the most soli-
tary and diffioult parts of the pilgrim's route ; whils
she prinees of Christendom passed lawe to insure
him protection and comfort in his hour of weari
Bess

- It is a singular circumstance, snd serves well to
Prove how greatly pilgrimages were valued in-thess
dsys, that notwithstanding thie ' bloody contesss
which were waged between the different -tribed
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that jnvaded the falling empire, the visitors to
the Holy Laud centinued their wanderings unin-
tervupted. The difficulties with which bad
to:contend, therefors, were principully such as re.
wulted from the length-of the journey, mdthedan-
ger which must necessarily attend a lonely stranger
travelling on foot through many and wvarious coun-
tries. But severul of these were removed, as we
bave seen, by the hoepitable care of pious Chris-
tisne ; others were diminished by the publieation
of an Liinerary from Bourdeaux te Jerusslem, i
which was eomtained an account of all the places
through which the pilgrim ought to pass, with
their distances from esch other, and such informa-~
tion as might be of service to him en his way.
When he armrived wut Jerusalem, he had to-dvend
the want neither of money mor friends. An ex-
tensive and excellent hospital received him inte
the company of other faithful worshippers of she
Saviour; and, secure of pretection and support,
e was sble immediately, and without care, to re~
wign himeelf to the sacred business of his journey.
" Prayers and religious eeremonies had accom-
panied the pilgrim as he 'set forth from his heme
o traverse the distant snd ueknown regioms in
wrhich lay the adored objects of his search. If he
returted in safaty, he was regarded as one of the
most venerable of men, as having been favoured
&y the singular protection of ‘God, and as gifted
with & degree of heliness which could not be ne-
quired by eny less perilous enterprise. Prayers
wrere publicly offeved wp in thankegiving for bis
wafety ; md‘hepwumdapohnbmch, which
wuhdupmthedﬁr,uawlm tpknofim
hviagpedwmd pilgrimuge.
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- But another circumstanee’ contributéd to sug.:
ment both the passion: for, and the valué of, "thess
journies: With the veneration for thé Holy Land;
there also existed & similar feeling of regard for
whatever relics remiained of the venerated men
who bad spent their lives in the establishment of
the faith ; and, above all, for. those which were
supposed to exist- of the Saviour himself. Suth
was the honour rendered to these relics, that oaths -
taken upon them were supposed to be doubly bind- -
ing. The most solemn preparation of mind and
heart was thought necessary when they were in-
spected ; and if they were rightly approaclied and -
contemplated with befitting adoration, the beholder
was believed to receive a fresh addition of divine

Nor was their power much less-than that
which belonged to the living subject. Miracles of
the most extraordmary nature were wrought by
the touch of a piece of raiment, or by the influ--
ence of- a thread of hair, or of the parings of &
nail ; and in the traditionary marvels related of
Charlemagne, we find even the opening of the cas~
ket, which contained the relics, attended with the
divinest manifestations of their miraculous powers.

" The collecting of these sacred memorials of -the-
great and holy became dt last one of -the most -
fruitful sources of fraud ever employed by men:
professing  religion. But at first, there is little
doubt, they were sought for, and valued as the
best boons of heaven ;-the fainting wanderer laid
the treasure to his bosom - felt secure, and con-
sidered his' labour amply repaul, however long
had been his toils, if he bore it safely with him: to-
his home." -As long-as this feeling’ remained, there -
was po particular.danger attending the respecs -with



ANDTHE CRUBADES. 141
whizh u rélic was regarded ;—he -who ‘had ‘botne
every 'toil and -peril to visit .a distant land, might
well ‘be allowed ‘to bring back -some ‘memento of
Bis ‘journey, -and to-contemplate it with a renewsl
of the feslings which had attendell ‘him in his wan-
@Qerings. But it was not long ‘before -an evil ‘cne-
tom was introduced, ‘of buying and selling -these
precious venmins of past ages and of their holy chil-
dren; and then began that system of ‘frand which
8o long disgraced the church. “The ministers of
religion, andespecially the -superiors of monaste-
ries, supposed that abjects, so fitted to inspire ve-
nieration, ‘might be made servicealbile to their spiri-
¢ual ifluence. ‘Relics, -therefore, were sought for,
and pilgrims were almost the only persons ‘from
whom it ‘was -pessible-to ‘obtdin-any article of -the
%ind. They were -accordingly ‘imstituted in ‘their
@ew profession of berter; antl ‘in the -open murkets
of Europe fountl ‘smyple opportunity ‘of selling
‘whatever articles 'they might have the ‘good ‘for-
une ‘to eollect. The ‘supposed discovery of the
¢rue cross, ‘and of other -objects ‘of the' same kind,
gave rise to ‘huniireds of ‘impostures'; ‘and ‘dimost
<every church'in Christendom wus graced ‘with some
spretended relic of the Redgemer or his apostles.

"With ‘this tinge of deceit and -creduility, the cus-
“tow-of pilgrimages cantinued to gain strength every
iduy'; nor was the duty censidered less sacred, ar
the person of the travéller less venerable, because
' fraud was occasiomally practised, of which there
“ws little opportunity or inclination ‘to discover the
‘extent. ‘But, shout-the year 610, when Heracli-
us was emperor of the Greeks, and after the en-
§Joyment of a peace which was said to exist no-
where beside, Jerusilem fell under the power of
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the Perslans. Thirty-six- thousand Christians are
eaid, by Willism of Tyre, to have perished on the
occasion ; while those who survived wept at the
pollution of the Cross, which had been borne away
with the other trophies of the victor, and waited
with gloomy and afflicted minds some change in
the Divine counsels, which might restore them to
their privileges, and again raise it trinmphantly in
the Holy City.

This event at length arrived. The prayers of
the faithful were heard, and the Christians saw
the brave Emperor first conquer their enemy and
oppressor, and then, even in the glew of victory,
take up the Cross, and bear it, with naked feet,
to the top of Calvary !

*Bat hitherto no power had existed auﬂiclently
strong to disturb the Christians in a permanens
aanner. For the first three centuries of our ers,
the church had suffered the most appalling perse-
sutions ; but the three subsequent ones.were mark-
ed by events of a different character, not calcu-
lated, perhaps, to strengthen the cause of truth, -
‘but well fitted to promote the growth of ecclesias-
tical power, and to. glve impertance to the rites
and observances which it instituted. It was not
destined, however, that the Christian church should

‘be exposed to the perils only of her growing su-
_perstitions. An enemy, who had his birth in the
.mysterious dispensations of Providence, was pre-
.paring to hurl himself, like a flaming minister of

wrath, on her weak and trembling people. He

; stood with the sword drawn, which had been sharp-
. ,ened in the lightnings of the Almighty ; and he on-

u

- ly waited for the signal to drive it irresistihly
' through innumerable ranks of Christian vxcuml. f :
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. ' The establishment of Mahometanism in ths-
soventh century, affected, more than any other
event which has ever occurred, the condition of the
church. The genius and splendid enthusiasm of
Mahomet were second only to inspiration, and the
progress which his religion made in subduing men's
minds to its authority, inferior only to the divine
and miraculous publication of the Gospel. As if
it were esteemed necessary by Providence, that a
spiritual religion approaching to corruption, should
be opposed by one which, of all impostures, was
the least idolatrous, Mahometanism, rose with a

" strength and sternness of character, which soon
rendered it formidable to Christendom.

- The slow success which attended the first ef-
forts of Mahomet, would have discouraged a less
powerful and fervent mind. His original converts
were his wife, his cousin Ali, Abubeker, a man
of wealth and influence, and his slave. Three
years passed before he could number fourteen be-
lievers in his prophetic mission, and ten before he
could openly contend with the hostile factions' of
his native city. At last, being obliged to seek safe-
ty in flight, he obtained the alliance of some of the
inhabitants of Medina, and, strengthened by their
support, was enabled to defend his claims to vene-
ration and authority. No longer doubtful as to
the measures he was to pursue, he boldly marshal-
led his followers in warlike array ; and, inspiring
them with the confidence which belongs to an un-
shrinking faith in immortality, led them forth as
the apostles of his faith. For some time his en-
terprises were confined to incursions- against the
neighbouring tribes ; and, by seizing on the wealth
which the caravans were transporting across the de-
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sert, he was-enabled:to supply his. inoreasing, fores
with. the. necessary provisionn. Thus. sided, be
spocessively-subdued all his.former. enemies.;. amdk.
declaring,, with admireble policy, if net religious.
enthusiasm, that the true faith. shonld alone exisk:
in the country. of his bisth, he' proceeded.to. crush,
the different sects into. which.the iuhabitants wers,
divided. Of. these.the Jews were by no. meansi
the most mercifully treated ; and no less than. se~-
ven hwndred of that. ill-fated peeple were at-ome:
time buried alive by. the order. of the prophet.»
_ The.conquests of this astouishing. chief mow: e
creased in. importance, and. Arabia was. entiraly
subjected to his sway.. After. his deathin the year.
682, his successors continwed ta follow: the. psth
he bad pointed. ont. to them.;, and, Porsia, Syﬂt,.
Egypt,. Afrwa, and Spain,. felt the weight: of. the.

congneror's. invinoible:arm.. Had. it not. been.fox
the velour and abilities. of Charles, Martel, net.only;
. Spain,. bat.Ganl would have. fallea a pray. to. thei
vietorious- caliph,, and all Enrope would. probablyr
have. experienced the, fate. whioh. attended the.
countries of.the East.. Bnt it. was by. the invasion:
of Syria, undertaken by Abnbeker; the isomediate:
successor of. the propbet,, that. the'power of the:
Moslem. was.brought most.directly in.contact. with:
that of the Christian.. That earliest friend and dis~
ciple of Mahemet,. possessed with the utmoss. vas:
neration. for the name of. liis predecessar;, » ateadyy,
and. intrepid chamacter;. which, if it. wanted . the:
deep and buming enthusiasm of a prophes, was;
admn'ably fitted to the'cares and important. enterw:
wuu which. demanded its. energies.. Haun&

* Gibbon.
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committed- the- direction .of. the army, to-Abu Obas
ddl,ﬂnﬁllaf Bosra. mdM{mMm
most important cities of .Syria, ished
glory of his short. caliphate. This snccees was
fellowed, in the reign of Omar, by the. capture of
Heliopolis and-other-places of conseqnence ; and
in tlie tremendous battle of Yermuk,, the Christian
foree received a defeat which left the country. at.the,
mercy of the conqueror. The siege of Jeruslem,
was then immediately determined upon.by. the es-
hphmdhulwnmm . and. the exnlting asmy: of
the crescent. moved. forwards $0. beset the Holy,

Q‘K.D.GS’L Mnygctmhmumm
to rndbr Jerneglem. venerable in:the. syes.of the:
Moslem. The: descent. of Mabamet: was. traced
from the patri Abrabam.; and the wild race
to which he: belonged, clsimed: brotherhood with

the. more favoured. children. of their common: fa

ther: They had not.inherited the sacred soil ;. but.
they, refased not.ta: give itihenour as. the abiding

place of holy prophets,. and. aa. highly. blossed. by |

God. in many. of hia memorable. ministrations.. To
these ressnns,, for the. veneration. in. which. ther
disciples of Mahomet held the city of David; was
added the example of. the prophet: himself: . His
religion, which was. derived from the Jewish and
Christian scriptures, rathen than.from.the. seunces
of his own invention,. recognised the haliness. of ale
moat every objeat.which. was dear to the hearts. of
parer believers. Jernsalem, sacardingly,, bad'been
mdetha,scanaoﬁonedbnmu

prophetic: visions, He had been carried. thithen,
says the tradition,, from. the. temple.of Mecca,, ox
an animal.of, a.strange mne.cnlledﬁcbmdt,.

VOL. I.
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and in company with the angel Gabriel. From
the temple of the Holy City he passed through
the seven heavens, and was strengthened by the
ealutations of angels, and of the most renowned fa-
thers of the antient church. .

Excited by these recollections, the Moslem, on
coming within sight of the sacred spot, repeated
aloud the words of the Koran: ¢ Let us enter into
the Holy Land which God has promised us, ” and
the victorious army began its work of destruction.

The imminent danger to ‘which they now found
themselves exposed, animated the Christians to the
most resolute exertions. The name of Mahomet
was an object of bitter hatred to the disciples of
the cross, and the triumphs ‘which had attended
the fierce and rapid progress of his followers, filled -
them with apprehension. For four months did
they desperately defend the Holy City of their
Saviour. But neither their enthusiasm, nor the
strength of the citadel, was proof against the valour

. of the besiegers; and the patriarch Sofronius was

at length obliged to sue for peace. C
The sacredness of the place obtained for its in-
habitants a much more favourable treatment than
had been enjoyed by other vanquished towns.
Their independence, it is true, was lost, and they
were thenceforward to be subject to the capricious
will of a conqueror and fanatical enemy ; but pil-
lage and slaughter bad, in other instances, attended '
the approach of the Mahometan forces, and the
Christians had reason to congratulate themselves
on their good fortune. The principal articles of
the capitulation were, that they should have the

liberty- of observing their religious rites in all the’

churches ‘lready built, but that they should erect’

~a
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po new ones ;. that they should place no crosses
upon their churches, nor bear them or the Gospele
about in procession ; that their bells should not
ring, only as they served for clocks; and that in
dress, names, and customs, they should keep them-
selves distinct from the Mussulmans, whom they
were bound to honour by every means in their
power. To prevent the evils, which, notwithstand.
ing the proposed capitulation, the patriarch dread-
ed might attend the surrender of the town, he
made it a condition of his submission, that the
Caliph Omar himself should come to Jerusalem
and sign the treaty. No greater praise was ever
given to a victorious sovereign than that which was
implied in this request ; and we may justly form
the highest respect for the truth and moderation
.of the Mahometan chief.
. .The journey of Omar is described as that of &
stern Arab, despising the luxuries of the world, -
but exbibiting, in the simplicity of his deportment,
the grave and noble virtues of an exalted soul.
Habited in the simplest garb, and mounted on &
red camel, he entered the city, and was received
by Sofronius. They then proceeded together tp -
the church of the sepulchre, the object most dear
and venerable to the sorrowful Christians. Here,
_unable to suppress his grief, which was heightened
by the lamentations of his people, the patriarch
exclaimed in the bitterness of his heart, that the.
prophet’s ¢ abomination of desolatidn” was now
.indeed at hand. The forbearance of the conqueror,
however great, could not save the vanquished from
the most afflicting spectacles. He had the gene- -
rosity to set an example to his followers, not fo
disturb the worship of the Christians, and prayed
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only on the steps of the churéh, while Sdfronius
was petforming ‘bis devotions within. But a'lofty
mosque soon rose conspicuously on Mount ' Muridh,
and on'the spot-where Jacob was said to ‘have slept
when ‘he ‘saw his memorable vision. ‘Crowdls of
Moslems ‘filetl the spacious temple ; ‘the sound
of the fdlse wordlip mingled with insulti
veoffs to bewilder the trembling Christians ;

‘where was to-be ‘seen some ‘token of the
triumph which lad been gaired by the base faith,
while their own holy religion ‘was ‘deptivell of aft
¢he glory with which its disciples bsdl sought-to
" ‘homour t.  Worn down with grief -at ‘this welan-
«holy -condition of 'his ‘beloved city, the venerdtile
putriarch did not long survive the ‘calamity, ibus
Adied, it'is-said, -of a broken beart.

While Omar lived, no ‘grester evils ‘appear to
have been suffered by the Christians, ‘than' were
¢he neeessary consequence of their living under
¢he rule of men who had conquered them inbattls,
‘und were ardert bélievers in a different faith. But
-when the modersting hand of ‘this just-and bene-
aolent Caliph wiis removeil, ‘they began'to experi-
‘ence far more heavily the misfortunes of theircon-
‘dition. ‘Neither their churches nor ‘their houses
were safe from the rade inttusion of the Mostem,
‘and insult and death were his most frequent -ut-
tendants. New restrictions were added to ‘those
‘which had formed the articles of the capitulation,
und fresh taxes imposed as the price of the meanest
-privileges. ‘But neithe - the cruelty nor the uvarice
-of their oppressors, was so bitterly felt as the cold
policy with which they attacked their religions
‘freedom. ‘The greatest degradation to which a
~cliurch-can be subjected, is the loss of ‘its power
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. déteunme the ‘qualifications of -its ministers.
The Mabometan rulers, well aware of this, . pro-
ceeded to attack the Christians in the strongest
defences of their purity as a religious body. They,
took from them the right, of electing a patriarch
wishout their intervention, and by this regulation
completed the prostration of their afflicted subjects.
‘The leathern thong with which they compelled
them constantly to appear, might be borne uare-
piningly, where even the Lord himself had suffered
oontamely-and grief ; but to see the power of an
infidel and impostor thus destroying the freedom
of the church, was not a sorrow for which Chris~
dian resignation was a remedy. .
- The progress of Mahometanism was not less
marked by the cantentions of rival chiefs than it was
by the slaughter and ruin which attended their arms.
The rise of new dynasties followed almost asa neces-
sary cousequence upon the vast accessions which
avere every year made to the dominions of the Pro- .
phet. The race.of the Ommiades eeased to exist with
the fourteenth Caliph of that house, and the Abas-
sides obtained the superiority. Bagdad, the seat
of their splendid rule, became, if we may credit
Aradition, a vast. palace, adorned with all the won-
ders of magnificence which the riches of .an ew-
pire can procure. But it was under the reign.of
the .celebrated Harun Al Raschid, that the Maho-
metan power began to promote the cause. of learn-
ing and philosophy. = Not less politic in his coun-
sels, than brave in the field, that able monarch
pursued a line of liberal conduct, which has ob-
tained him the universal praises of posterity. I
. The Christians of Jerusalem, during the changés
ta which " the rivalries of their masters bad given .
M3
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birth, wete kept in-a-state of alternate:deapuir add
persecutions from the pride which infismed the cen-

_ querer, and 8t others weresecure'in the doubts with

which be was harassed by his ambition. But their

. distreeses were, in no slight degree, alieviated by the

commiscration with which they were regarded by
the Christians of the West. By their benevolenee,
their wants were relieved, the burden of -their op-
pressive tribute rendered lighter, and ¢ncourege-
ment given them to rest aseured of ‘the prayers
and affectionate sympathy of their happier brethrem.
The passion for pilgrimeges had also continued
undiminished ; and it was further strengthened by
the establishment of a yearly fair at Jerusalem, in
which the most valusble articles of Eastern com-
meiee were purchased by the strangers, who wére
emsbled thereby to umite a profitable conmmeree
with the duties of devotien. : :
But at the time when Harun established the
lendid empire of the Abessides over the Esst,
was astonished with the victories - and
power of Charlemagne. Never were two mo-
narche more fitted to be cotemporaries, Each was
possessed of territories which, if added by either
walour or policy to those of the other, would bave
rendered him & universal monarch; but to each
bad been awarded as noble a'courage, and ‘as ‘pre-
found a wisdom. The grendeur of theit reigns
was equal. The stern and frugal Frank had teo
such digrity to make an Oriental palace neces-
sury te his glory, and the renowned Caliph had toe
great & nature to lose the splendour of lis worthiin
tha pomp of his court, :
Convinced of each other's merit, these volee
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. Muved prinovs ‘formed sin sltiswes which both his-
 wory and romunce ‘have loved to describe ‘in the
Ameet glowing language. In nothing, huwever, was
the ‘benefts of the peate Which existed betwsen
* Altem move ‘conspicuons thah in the ulleviation ‘it

_precious pifts by which Marun ‘manifésted his yo-
.-pouforChnlbzmugne ‘and ‘which the latter re-
Surmed ‘by presents equdlg magnificent, was the
wost valusble offering which the Caliph esuld
anske to the pride or devdtion-of the B

Fhis was no less than the keys of theHoly(my,
i of the sepulchre. There might be policy, e
I hesibeen alleged, in ‘this ‘procedure of Harun:
-fut ifthere- was, it was the policy of & great mind,
not less ‘cantious pethups of flinging away domil-
-mion than an inferior -orte, but daring to pursde &
-muobler eourse of activn, becamwse it could: better
Srust in itself 4o vepair the mischief, if it produced

%M@Mt&ﬂh&hﬁeﬂm
vhtdined through these circtimances; gave it Test
from the miseries it had so long suffered ; and the
qrowing commerce of ‘Europe und Asia ‘bectime
~gvery year a greuter object of sttemtion. The tith
wpices and splendid-silles of 'the Esst were mngg
for-as necessary luxuries ; and the maritime

dlﬂtyéhorﬂyowedtmhthmrwe&hhmd%
independence to the success with which they en-
Wered upon ‘the profitable waffic. The mild ruls
»f Herun 'wus continued by his innmedinte sue-
tessore ; and ‘hopes might bave been entertiine
od :by the Chvhlim ‘that their “misery ‘was cut
short, and that the light: of freettom-and prospetity
wonld aguin eHine upon ithew in sl 1w brightnbes.
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It ‘may: be_doubted whesher,.if this had indeed.
been ;the case, .the- strength ‘and purity :of. their.
faith- would not have been put to a aeverer- wial
than it ‘experienced under the violent yoke of its
engmies. But they were not to be long exposed
ta, the enervating effects of a treacherous tranquil-
lity. The resemblance which existed between the-
characters, of the great Charles and Harun Al
Raachid, was unfortunately continued in‘'the fate
of their descendants. The magnificence which sar-
rounds a conqueror, and is.the reward of his toils,
is generally destined to be the ruin of bis.succes-
sors. The prudence which has gained wealth is.
seldom corrupted in its possession ; and the luxury
of courts only begins its work of ruin- when the
valour or wisdom, or whatever it may be which.
established them, ceases to be activa. )
The  magpificence and splendour in which the.
Callphl lived at Bagdad, speedily annihilated the.’
gradually decaying spirit of their warlike virtne,.
The most, disastrous disputes contributed still far-
ther to weaken the authority of the royal bouse;
and in a short time the Turkish Emirs, to whom
they had delegated the power which they were unable:
to wield themselves, dared to answer their demaad
of assistance, by a bold refusal. This was follow.
ed by an open revolt; and they erected inder
pendent sovereignties at the foot of their master’s
throne.  The princes of Christendom were not
inattentive to these convulsions in the empire of
their redoubtable enemy, and conceived it to be a
favourable time for their attempting his total destrnc-
tian. . The Greek Emperor Nicephorus, therefore,
and after him, his successor Ximisces, advanced
with a powerful army into the territory of. she
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Ciligh, “The succesess of ‘the former were stop-
by the indispusition “which his clergy mani-
ted to promise‘him er his army the honours of
military martyrdom ; and his principal con
the capture of Antioch, was dearly paid for by
the sacrifice which the Saracens made of the Patri-
srch of Jerusalem ‘to their ‘revengefal rage. Xis
misces obtained more important advartages. The
mercatile Venetians, the Christians of Syria and
Arnnenia, loudly applauded ‘the resolution he had
taken to humble the Mostem, and promised him
their aid in his undertaking. With a rapidity that
slmodt rivalled the proudest conquests of the cres-
vent, ‘he compellstl ‘the ‘Caliph of Bagdad'to the
humilisting conditions df » tributary, ‘obtiined ‘pos-
wession of dll the cities of Juden,'andi::d an equall
vapiil maniner, ‘passed in triumphant battle
ihg whole of Syria ‘and Egypt. But the progress
of the conqueror was ‘stopped by denth, and the
Truits of ‘his rapid ‘carver perished as rapidly ws
they bad been obtained.'

‘The course of events in ‘the fortunes uf Mibo-
wietanism returned, therefore, into its old ¢hanmls,
ws If [t had ‘never been ‘interrupted. At ‘length »

part of Africa, ‘together with ‘Syria und
mt, fell under the Gominion of princes of the
honee of Fatima. The new sovereigns fixed their
voyal seat in Egypt, and for some time the ‘Chris-
tidns of Jesnsalem hud 1o cause to complain of the
rhenge of masters. They continued to ‘enjoy a-
‘bout the same degree ¢f religious’liberty as under
‘the reign of the Abassides; and the commmerce,
which was kept up by their means, was too profit-
wble to their rulers ‘to be in any danger of de-
wiructive restrictions. ‘Both parties, indeed, seem
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to have been as well.contented with each other,
as could be the case in the relation which the
conquered hold to the conquering ; and peace and
prosperity again dawned on the sacred city.

This cheering prospect continued till Hakem,
the third of the Fatimite Calipbs, ascended the
thrbne, when the Christians were amazed at find-
ing themselves under the yoke of a tyrant, whose'
cruelty was only equalled by bis caprice. History
has not 'a more remarkable or a more repulsive
character than Hakem. He was possessed of &
wild and visionary mind ; and, instead of seeking
food for his imagination in the books of the Koran,
nourished it with the dreams of his own pride,
Caatmg off the faith of his fathers, and disdaining
10 be only a king, or the descendant of a prophet,
he assumed to himself the attributes of a diving-
person, and in that character demanded the adora-
tion of his subjects. * The disciples of Christ and
Mahomet were alike hateful to the mind of thu
aspirant after the honours of an earthly god. He
could not endure to see the worship paid to the
names of these his rivals in divinity, and he used'
the resources which his dominions afforded him'
‘to prove himself possessed of as much power as
he considered necessary to demonstrate his uupe-
riority.

In his conduct towards the, disciples of Maho-
met, he was obliged, howevef unwillingly, to re-
strain his self-adoration ‘within the limits of safe
policy ; but no considerations of this kind bound
him to spare the Christians under his sway. With
a fary which burnt like the wild fire of a fresh vol-
cano,” he burst upon their Holy City, converted
the noble church of the resurrection into a heap
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of ruins, ‘and.strove, with  impotent rage, to de-
stroy even the traces of the sepulchre itself. -A
frightful depravity was added to these deeds by
the circumstance, that the mother of Hakem was
a Christian, and his uncle the Patriarch of Jern-
salem. But neither superstition, fanaticism, nor
persecution, recognises the divinity of nature, or
the duties and sympathies which she inculcates.
When they stop in their destructive career, it is
generally because they have exhausted the spirits
of the ‘oppressor, not that he has learnt to hate
his oppression. With almost as little appearance
of reason for the change as for his former actions,
the Caliph suddenly altered his conduct towards
the Christians, became for a short time more hu-
mane in his treatment, and then again let loose
his vengeance, to their terror and destruction.
. The rooted hatred of the Moslem to the faith-
ful, failed not to take advantage of the freedom
which was given it by the conduct of Hakem.
The assistance which the Christians seemed capa-
ble of obtaining Yrom their brethren in the West,
had instilled a sort of fear into the minds of their
enemies, which made them watchful of every
occasion to tighten the yoke of subjection. The
. persecutions, therefore, which they originally suf-
fered at the hands of the Caliph, were multiplied
to. infinity by the animosity of their fellow-sub-
jects. To the sorrow which they experienced at
seeing " their churches destroyed or converted to
some base purpose, their religious rites interdict-
ed, and themselves treated with the bitterest scorn,
was added that of being continually at the mercy
of men, who thought it a merit, by, the basest
treachery or falsehood, to accelerate their down-
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.fl. A i told by the historians of the time,,
which. ilmm, thel::iaemble condition of incess
sant peril to which this circumstance reduced them,,
Thie mem yielded not to the most devout Chris-.
tian in his veneration for the temples of religion..
The sanctity of his mosque was to be %merm{
by every means in his power, and could not be,
invaded withiout the direst punishment being ins
flicted on the sacrilegious offender. To their great
hiorror, therefore, the Christians heard one morn-
ing, during the season. of persecution, that a dead
dog had been. found in a mosque; and that the;
worshippers had only qpitted the templa,
to fill the streets witli curses on them, as the sups.
posed authors of the crime. To plead their ianor
. cence, or to prove:that the circumstance was the,
invention of a bitter enemy to complete their min,,
they knew was vain ; and, in the deepest.constama-
tion, they assembled, to await the &adful stormy,
which tliey saw ready to. burst upon their heads.,
‘While thus paralyzed by fear, 2 young man of theiz.
company came forth, and with a courage, in which,.
piety, and’ the love. of his companions had.an equal;
part, declared himself ready-to die, and, by the
sacrifice_of his single lifé, obtain the saféty of
thousauds. The only reward Le begged for lis
self-devotion wes, that he miglt be remembered:
by, his fellow-believers, and that they might regard.
his family with respect, With unshrinking forti-.
tude, e iinmediamly, presented himself before the.
- enraged Moslems, declared that hie was the sole.
anthor of the crime which bhad been committed,,
and inetantly, fell a sacrifice to their fury.. The re-
membrance which the young, and heroic Christiag.
prayed for, has liean preserved through mapy, suc-.
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oeeding generations; and Tasso, who made his’
noble action the foundation of the second book of
the Jerusalem Delivered, has crowned it with the
greenest laurels of the muse. R
. The distresses of the persecuted Christians a-
woke a feeling not uncommon in any age to a state.
of national affliction. They conceived themselves
the subjects of awful elemental phenomena. .An
_extraordinary winter of storm and gloom, . and the
-terrible ravages of an earthquake, contributéd to
fix the idea in their minds, that some tremendous
-¢hange was at hand; and vast numbers of peo--
ple believed that the end of the world had ar-
rived. A new importance, was given -to the
Holy Land by these circumstances. The princes
of Europe were unwilling to engage in war with -
its powerful masters; but the faithful disciples of
thie church derived fresh inducements for the per-
formance of pilgrimages, from the danger with
which they were attended. Believers of every
rank, from the most obscure individuals to the
proud baron and the venerable bishop and abbot,
thronged to the sacred scene of their Saviour’s hu-
niiliation and triumph ; and the successors of the
persecuting Caliph pursued the policy of their pre-
decessors, granting the Christians the power of ex-
ercising their religion, and of rebuilding the church-
es which had been destroyed during the reign of °
Hakem. The most usual time for the arrival
of the pilgrims in the Holy City was Easter, a
period marked by the annual miracle of the sacred
fire which then descended from heaven, and lit the
lamps which burnt in the sepulchre. The regular -
tribute which was exacted of the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem was two pieces of gold. Having paid
VOL. I N
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this price for their safety, they were permitted to

a particular quarter of the city; to esta-
blish places for the reception of their foreign bre-
thren, of a size proportionable to their increasing
numbers ; and to hold, in consequence, an almost
uninterrupted intercourse with the European go-
vernments. The state of the Byzantine Emperors
was seldom such as to make them fit to be pro-
tectors ; and the other Christian powers were ei-
ther at too great a distance, or too oppressed by
internal contests, to be regarded in that light.
The course of events, therefore, was necessarily
left to itself, so far as human assistance was con-
cerned ; and Jerusalem had to witness proeperity
or affliction, hope or despair, as dominion fluctua-
- ted between the several possessors of Mahometan
authority,
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CHAPTER VIL

FILGRIMAGES.

Tz rise of the Turkish power was marked with
many grand and interesting events. The ebarae-
ter of several of the chieftains was that of stemn
and noble men ; and they established themselves
on the ruined thrones of their masters, with ail the
vigour of & proud ambition, seeking new objects
for the trial of their bravery. The names of To-
grul Beg, Alp Arslan, Malek Shah, and others,
are familiar to the students of history; and if tha
mos; splendid virtues of soldiers and comguerars
- merit the regard of nations, they deserve to be
Placed on the first line of the heroic catalogwe.
From a rade trihe, inbabiting the country beyond
the Oxus and Iscartes, they beeame the conquerors
and masters of Asis, carried their forces aguine$
the boundaries of the empire, sad made the mo-
parchs of Constantinople tremble on their thrones,
snd all Europe look with dismay on the impending
ruin.
A.D.1076. Afterhavingundergone almost every
evil which was to be expected from their situation,
the Christians of Jeruaalem became.subject to thie
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fierce and warlike race. The capture of the city by
the lientenant of Malek Shah, was marked by none:
of the moderation which had, some centuries be«
fore, distinguished the conquest of the just and
moderate Omar. Despising both Christians and
Moussulmans, the impatient victors entered the
town, and instantly deluged it with the blood of
the inhabitants. Nor was the condition of the suf-
ferers much improved, when the first savage thirst
of the conqueror had been assuasged. Oppressions,.
which had not been thought of by their former
masters, were employed to drive them to despair,
and no hope seemed to remain for them but that
of .death. When they attempted to worship . in
the churches, of which the sanctity had been re<
spected by all the Caliphs except Hakem, they
were persecuted by an infariated rabble of their
etiemies, - who, with shouts and threatening cla-~
mours,’ drowned the voice of their prayers. Nor
was this all. It was ene of the greatest pleasures
which a Christian could possess, to seethe pro-
foesors of his faith coming, afier a long and pe-
rilous journey, to enjoy the rich reward of their
toils in the peace and divine sanctity of the Holy.
City. . Every sympathy of his soul was awakened
at-the spectacle of thousands of these pious tra~
vellers. joining with him in his worship- of the
Saviour. They reminded him of the ‘country of
his :birth, frequently brought him intelligence of
his distant home, and, ir the brotherhood of affec-
tion and faith, made him feel more deeply his
union with the universal family of the faithfuls
It was with the most afflicting emotions, therefors,
that-the Christians of Jerusalem not only saw them-
selves deprived of their privileges, their churches
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polluted, and their lives every howr in danger, but
roany-of their brethren, weary and fainting with
Iong;‘i:nrneyilgs, probibited from entering the city.
Nothing could more distinctly prove the barbarity
and ignorance of their (Epesm than this conduct
tewsrds the pilgrims. By their frequent concourse,
Jerusalem enjoyed a prosperity of which its sove-
reigns obtuned’ethe principal advantage ; and te
lead them with additional exactions, was to endan-
ger the profitable commerce which was principally
carried on by their means. But the Turks wexe
as blind to any suggestions of policy, as they were
to those of humanity; and preferred closing tha
gates of the city against all who should not pay &
piece of gald, to admitting the useful but despised
travellers.

Having exhausted all their stores in the way,
many of the pilgrims, when they reached the walls
of Jerusalem, were in a state of complete desti-
tution. Their garments torn, their limbs stiff and
trembling, and their spirits exhausted with the
long endurance of hardship and peril, had
only the hopes of obtaining aid from the ity
of their brethren, to support them in the last
stages of their journey. Nor had their expects-
tions till now been disappointed. Both public and
private hospitality had been employed in solacing
them after their fatigues ; and to see Jerusalem,
was to know, that at least the bodily hardshipa
which belonged to their undertaking wonld be for
a time removed. It was with horror and despair,
therefore, that the pilgrims who arrived after the
Turks bad obtained possession of the city, found
themselves shut out from their long-expeeted place
of repose. Unable to pay the tribute demanded,

: N2
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they were obliged to remain in the o] s
and, without 8ﬁ:m(l or shelter, numl?eer: m
perished by want, or by diseases brought on through
fatigne and exposure to -the elements. Evils
such as these filled the minds of the Eastern Chris-*
tians with far greater dismay than the fiery and
imperious fanaticism of Hakem. Their churches,
it is true, were torn ‘to the ground by his com-'
mand, and many of their most pious brethren had
perished under his sword ; but their sufferings, at
that time, were the work of a single man, whose’
cruelty was the mainspring of all the evils they
endured from his inferior ministers. - The perse-
cutions, on the contrary, which they were now
doomed to bear, rose from the wild hatred and
contempt of a new race of oppressors. There was
no hope that, on the death of one chief, another
might obtain the rule more favourable to their
safety ; the whole multitude of their conquerors
was imbued with the same cruel and vindictive
spirit, and seemed to rejoice in the despair of its
degraded subjects.

It was the misfortune of the Christians, that
they had fallen under the authority of those bar-
barous tribes of the Turks, who had partaken in
none of the humanizing improvements of civiliza-
tion. The military power of the victorious chiefs
whose names we have mentioned, was tempered
with the desire of diffusing knowledge among
their subjects, and with many of those shining
qualities of a magnificent generosity, and noble-
ness of demeanour, in which eonquerors some-
times fortunately delight, to the safety and -hap-
piness of their subjects. But, after Toucush;
the brother of the 'celebrated Malek Shah, had
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taken possession of Jerusalem, he resigned the
command of it to an Emir, who, with his tribe,
partook neither of the virtues nor of the improve-
ments ' of the more powerful races. They had
been bred up to find enjoyment in no other pursuit
than war ; and warriors, in their proper and original
nature, know of no other gratification than cruel-
ty while in action, and oppression while in .
By an artful stroke of policy, the Caliph of Bag-
dad bad contrived to inflame the religious feelings
of these barbarians. He represented the hostile
families of the Mahometan dynasty as the enemies
of God as well as themselves ; and wherever the
Turkmans conquered, the children of Ali fell vic-
tims to their twofold animosity. The settlement,
therefore, of a people thus barbarous, and oppos-
ed to both classes of the inhabitants, could not but
throw the subject city into the most deplorable
state of confusion. Nor was the distress confined
to the immediate neighbourhood of Jerusalem.
The rapid conquests of the Turks had made them
masters of every avenue by which the pious pil-
grims could approach the sacred territory. Scarce~ -
ly bad the traveller lost sight of Constantinople,
when his eye met the boasting trophies of the bar-
barian. Every step he set was thenceforward in
sight of enemies, to whom the boliness of his cha-
racter was a source of the bitterest hate. He
could turn nowhere for refuge ; for not merely the
dark passes of the mountains, or the wide and un-
populated plains, were the dwellings of his lawless
foes, but the noble cities in which his brethren had
been wont to repose on their way. Nice had re-
ceived the triumphant Soliman after his victories,
. and become the espital of his new dominions.
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Icomiwm, Tarsus and Edesss, werp each a power-
ful seat of Turkman anthority; and the fall of
Antioch only preceded that of the cities of the
Seven Churches, whlch, next ta Jerusslem, held
the most sacred place in the Christian’s memory.

Had the evils which were thus introduced been
conﬁned to the Christians of a few Eastern towns,
or had the hosts of strangers who traversed the
dangerous roads of Syria bean composed entirely
of obecure believers, whose enthusiasm was their
ooly claim to regard, the degraded condition of the
Holy Land might have continued longer before it
excited the attention’of the spiritual and temperal
rulers of Enrope. But in the early part of the
eleventh century, most of the penances of the
church were commuted into pilgrimages ; and as
this species of religious punishment was much
better in accordance with the feeling of the timea
than any other, penitents of the highest rank were
frequently the leaders of bands of pilgrims. The
proudest warrior did not disdain to appear in this
character ; and princes were not averse to expedi-
tions whxcb, holy though they were, were fitted ta
emplay the most adventurous spirits.

The catalogue of the principal personages wha,
during this and the previous century, travelled to
the Holy Land, affards ample proof of the interest
which, independent of any palitical considerations,
either ecclesiastical or national, the most influen-
tial men of the period took in the affairs of the
East. But the good which was effected by mak-
ing every circumstance connected with the fate of
Jerusalem generally koown, was of the utmost
consequence at a time when, to be interested in
any cause, men wanted the excitements of strong
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personal feeling, and those reasons for action which
exist in the deep sympathies of the heart. A-
mong the recitals which the pilgrims gave on their
retarn from Syria, of the hardships and hirbreadth
escapes which they had undergone, there were
many which afforded their cotemporaries a com-
plete view both of the scenes through which they
had passed, and of the adventures which had che-
quered their wanderings. The Itineraire de Bour-
desux & Jérusalem, already alltded to, led them:
stage by stage the whole extent of their long jour-
ney ; and we are still amused by the details it af-
fords of the ancient provinces throngh which it
directed them. But the most interesting account
of the dangers of a pilgrimage in the early part of
the eleventh century, is found in the narrative of
Lietbert's unsuccessful journey to the Holy Land.
‘That famous pilgrim was Bishop of Cambray,
and set out at the head of no less than three thou-
sand persons, attracted by the reputation of his
sanctity. His clergy and all his friends had en~
deavoured to dissuade him from an undertaking
fraught with so much danger, and requiring a
strength of body which he did not possess. But
their suggestions having been rejected, they ac-
companied him, with all the population of the
city, three leagues on the road, and them, with
many tears, and other demonstrations of affection,
besought his blessing ; while those who had relations
smong the pilgrims embraced them, and repeated
their solemn farewells. Having passed through
many various provinces, they arrived in the coun-
try of the Huns, and then crossing the Danube, to
abridge the length of the way, entered Pomerania.
The king of that land, it appears, was of a cha-
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racter which coused the pilgrims to dread some
violence at his haads; but te their greas consola-
tion, on the Bishop's being admitted to his pre-
sence, the venerable aspect. of the prelate so mov-
ed the heart of the basbarian, that he permisted
Listhert to be seated in his pressnce, and then in-
gnired the resson of his journey. On being told
the motive which had braught the pilgrims inte the
cauntry, be expressed his wonder that so infirm a
man s the Bishop sheuld have undertaken such am
an ise; snd, samewhat inconsistently supposing,
that though too infirm for & pilgrim, be might be
hardy anough for & spy or a traitor, he gave ordera
to his people to watch both the prelate sad hin
companions, lest they might be engaged in some
dangerons project. But the manser in which the
strangars psssed their time-—their prayers, mortis
fications and abstinence—convinced the king that
they were no inepostors ; and he ordered that their
wanta should be supplied. Oun leaving his domi-
nion, this srmy of the Lord, as it is called in the
history, entered the gloomy forests and deserta of
Bulgaria. The inhabitants of this wild district sre
represented 8a the rudest savages, snd a8 passing
a life which was searcely betier than that of beeste.
They bad ro dwelling places, ne religion, ner any
means of support bus pillage. In traversipg the
country of these uncivilized pecple, the courage of
some of the crusaders began to fail, and they as~
nounced to the Bishop their intemntion to return
home, ‘ And wherefore, ” said be, ¢ this sudden
reselution? ” ¢ Alas,” they replied, “ we bave
encountered these barbarians, these robbers; our
brethren have been strangled ; and as for us, we
bavo only bean sayed by flight, -This is the reas
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son why we know not what to do, nor which way to
turn oursteps ! The Bishop, who always, it is said,
went on foot, made a sign of the cross with his
right hand, in the direction he meant to take, and,
accompanying the usual psalms and supplications
with an exhortation to patience and perseverance,
his compunions were inspired with new courage,
and resolutely followed his steps. .

For seven days their progress was uninterrupted
by any accident ; but on the eighth, they observed,
amid the tangles of a thick wood, some men moant-
ed on horses and camels, which were adorned with
gay plumes and bandelettes. Their only clothing
was a-large mantle and eandals; in their hands
they held a bow, and a guiver full of long artows
hung on their shoulders. The generality of the
pilgrims felt a violent dread at the sight of these
strange personages ; but the Bishop, on the contra-
ry, expressed his ardent joy, trusting, he said, that
the accomplishment of his wish was now at hand,
and that he should obtain that most desirable of
all blessings—death, or at least captivity, from the
enemies, snd for the suke, of Christ. But, as in
the case of the barbarian monarch, the robbers,
for such they were, on beholding the venerable
prelate, felt their ferocious dispositions suddenly
softened, and the meek aspect of the pilgrime
wholly disarmed them. Instead, therefore, of using
any violence, the chief of the bandits advanced to-
wards the prelate, and benevolently pointed with
his hand the way.they were to go. Aftet this the
pilgrims directed their course t0 Laodicea, which
they reached in safety ; but learnt, on their arrival,
that the church of the holy sepulchre was forever
closed to the Christians, by the Sultan of Cairo.
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On receiving the intelligence, neither the example
nor the exhortation of the Bishop was sufficient ta
retain the multitude which bad accompanied him ;
they gradually dispersed ; and he was left with the
few of his more devoted -followers, whose zeal
equalled his own. This small remnant of the
army of the Lord determined upon immediately
hastening to Jerusalem ; and, on hearing that the
route’by land was filled with hostile paynims, they
resolved on making the rest of their journey by
sea. Another hinderance, however, to their de-
parture, prevented their putting this resolution in-
to execution. One of the Bishop’s companions
fell dangerously sick, and it was necessary that
the prelate should wait and see what would be
the issue of the malady. It being in a short time
declared that the patient could not recover, Liet-
bert considered that his further delay would be
useless ; and before he set sail, the sick man bhad a
miraculous vision of the Holy Virgin, and sudden-
ly recovered. A tempest forced them upon the
Island of Cyprus ; they re-embarked, nothing dis-
couraged by their misfortunes, and again sailed
for Jerusalem ; but, as if their own fears were not
sufficient, they were subjected to those of the
mariners, who, dreading the Turks, instead of pro-
ceeding on their course, brought them back to .
Laodicea. The Bishop of that city, on finding
them returned, strongly advised bis brother pre-
late not to persist in an undertaking, which was
every day becoming more perilous. Lietbert
hearkened unwillingly to the advice, and SOITOW-
fully returned to his diocess. * :

. Bollandiue.
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The enthusiasm and courage which induced the
faithful to make these perilous journies, were not
confined to the stronger sex. Women often form-
ed part of a company of pilgrims, their tenderness
and affection for some relation or friend mixing
with their religious feelings to encourage them in
the enterprise. Of this, an interesting example
remains on record in the history of Raymond, a
young man of Plaisance, who, having been early
impressed with a veneration for the pious pilgrims
who passed through his native town, fell into a
profound melancholy, of which no one could dis-
cover the cause. At last, persnaded into a con-
fession by the bitter grief of his affectionate mo-
ther, be told ber that his sorrow originated in his
earnest desire to visit the Holy Land. He bad
withheld the communication till now, from the fear
of afflicting her ; but instead of her being grieved
as he expected, she regarded him for a time with
silent joy, and then embraced him, saying, « I am
a widow, and I may imitate the example of Saint
Anne, who, in her widowhood, quitted not the
temple of Jerusalem, neither day nor night.” Hav-
ing then promised her son that she would accom-
pany him in his sacred journey, they immediately
made their preparations. One of the first things
for the pilgrim to do, previous to his departure,
was to obtain the blessing of his bishop. This
was conferred on the pious mother and her son
with great affection, by the holy prelate of Plai-
sance. He also placed a red cross upon their
breasts, begged them to remember their country
in their meritorious undertaking, and pray that it
might be preserved .in the calamities with which it
geemed threatened by signs from Heaven. They

VOL. L. o
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then took théir staff and scrip, and proceeded, ac«
companied a short distance by their friends and
neighbours, on their journey. Nothing remarkable
happened on the way ; but when they came within
sight of Jerusalem, they are described as weeping
at the remembrance of the awfal blindness of the
Jews, which had enabled them to deliver up the
Lord of life to an ignominous punishment. i
feelings, on approaching the Ichre, were stfll
more vividly excited ; and as they knelt, poaritg
out their souls at the foot of the cross, they
sionately desired that they might die there, where
the Saviour himself bad poured out his blood.
Having visited the other sacred objects in Jertusa-
lem and its neighbourhood, they set sail for their
native land. But scarcely were they embarked,
when Raymond fell sick of a dangerous malady,
and it required all the exertions of his mother to
prevent the superstitious sailors from casting him
ito the sea. Fortunately her entreaties were aid-
ed by his swift recovery, and they arrived safely
at land. But no soener were they thus near the
completion of their long journey, when the fond
mother was seized with a fatal illness, and expired
in the arms of her son, spending her last breath in
blessing him, and exhorting him to pursue a life
of virtue and piety.—I know of nothing in the
whole history of the crusades, or of the period to
which they relate, so redolent of pure and sweet
humanity, as this record of the widow and her
son.

But the most remarkable of the expeditions wn-
dertaken by men of power and authority, was thit
of which the three powerful Bishops of Utrecht,
Bamberg, and Ratisbon, were the leaders. This
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celebrated pilgrimage ‘took place between twenty
and 'thirty years before the crusades, and has been
generally regarded as a sort of prophetic forerun-
ner of those expeditions. No fewer than sevep
thonsand persons composed the formidable com-
pany, and smong them were to be found many of
the bravest warriors of France, They commenced
. their journey in. sutumn, sad, having miade their
way with difficulty through the intervening terri-
tones, arrived at Constantinople, whers they met
with a gracious reception from the Emperor Ducas.
The costume of the vast assemblage bore little reo-
semblance, it seems, to the simple and lowly ap-
parel of ordinary pilgrims. Both the bishops and
the others of the party were clad in vestments of
the most splendid kind; and the party had mare
the appearance of a magnificent cavalcads, pro-
ceeding to grace the triumph of some conqueror,
than of a company of humble Christian pilgrima,
Journeying to adore their Saviour in the scene of
8
" The imprndence of their conduct was easier
proved to them, it is probable, than their incon.
mistency. They bad no sooner entered the con-
fines of the Saracen dominions, than the fierce
Arabs, whom the report of their approach had pre-
viously reached, rushed upon them from all sides,
a8 if afraid of not securing a prey which was like-
Jy to tempt so many of their countrymen. On the
eve of Easter, and about a ‘league from Rama-
la, a troop of these robber-soldiers hsttacked the
company with fary. At first, the Christians
‘Were dantfulgl:retb;ry they should repel them
with their swords or not, but they suffered ter-
gibly by their indecision. Maoy of them were
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covered with wounds, and baving been depriv-
ed of their garments, were left naked on the
sand. Even the Bishop of Utrecht was thus treat-
ed by the barbarians, who recognised no distinc-
tion of persons, but as it guided them to the richest
booty. Some of the pilgrims armed themselves
with buge stones which they found scattered about;
but they only succeeded in‘saving themselves from
death, and shared ‘both the peril and the wounds
of their companions. At length, the discomfited
pilgrims retreated among the ruins of an ancient
building, which was situated in the middle of a
wide plain ; but the walls of this dilapidated re-
treat were in such a decayed condition, that the
smallest force seemed sufficient to throw them
down. As no other defence was near, it was
necessary to make the best use of that which was
thus provided them, however insufficient to perfect
safety. The Bishops, therefore, of Mayence and
Bamberg, with their clergy, took ‘possession of a
chamber which they found in the building, the
other bishops remaining below with the people, who
formed a guard round the edifice. The barbarians
were not long in preparing for the attack ; their ar-
rows flew about in all directions ; but the pilgrims,
emboldened by despair, and seeming to catch some
of the fury which inspired their enemies, darted
out upon them, and wrenched away their arms,
with which they made such successful assaults, that
for a short time they gained the advantage. For
three days did the Christians sustain the defence
of their tottering citadel against the attacks of the
barbarians, till the utter want of provisions began
8t last to subdue their resolution. In this emer-
gency a priest exclaimed, “ Your courage is broken
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by suffering ; let na put our trust in God, and in
aur arms ; let us yield ourselvea to the enemy, for
we stand in need of food ; let us not doubt but God
will make his mercy shine upon us. The barba-
rians who attack us are greedy of obtaining our
gold rather than our persons; when they have ob-
tained that, they will send us away in safoty, and
even direct ws en our route.”

.. No alternative appearing to present itself but to
surrender or die of famine, the advice of the priest
was taken, and a messenger sent to the Arab chief
to offer terms. The latter, instead of sending
a reply, proceeded himself to the fortification, ac-
companied by fifteen of his officers ; and received
fram the Bishop of Mayence, who is described as
having the most dignified aspect, although the
youngest of the pontiffs, the proposal of his cam-
panions, to deliver up all their wealth, in consider-
ation of being permitted to depart in safety. But
the venerable aspect of the Bishop had not, in this
instance, as in those before related, the power of
subduing the barbarian. The rude Arab, on hear-
ing the proposal, replied, that it was not for the
conqueror to receive laws from the vanquished,
and that his companions had promised to them-
selves tha satisfaction of eating the flesh, and drink-
ing the blood, of the Christians ; saying which, he
took off his turban, and, untwisting its numerans
folds, cast it round the neck of the Bishep, who,
feeling all hia bumility forsake him at such an in-
sult, struck the barbarian such a blow with his fist
tha he rolled him in the dust, the pontiff exclaim-
ing, at the same time, that it was thus he punished
the wretch who had dared to la_ﬂﬁs impious bands
on a prieat of Jesus Christ! ey then, without

o2
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delay, bound the arms of the fallen chief, which
they did so securely, that the blood, says the’
history, ran out at the ends of his fingers. This
example was followed with his companions; and
the Christians, thus beyond their expectations
successful, . immediately invoked the aid of God,
and impetuously attacked the rest of their foes.
But the Arabs, thinking their chief slain by trea-
chery, received them with the most desperate de-
termination to avenge his loss ; and the Christians,
enfeebled by hunger and constant fatigue, soon
found themselves unable to resist their fury. In
this extremity, they bethought themselves of a plan,
not uncommon in the stratagems of war, which
they trusted would in some measure supply their
want of strength. They led the Arab chiefs to the
part of the building where the attack was the most’
desperate ; and there a bowman, holding a naked
sword in his band, called loudly to the barbarians,
that if they continued the combat, the Christians
would no longer fight with weapons, but with the
heads of their prisoners.

The wretched men, in the meantime, who were
suffering intolerable anguish from the manner in
which they were bound, and seeing death so near,
besought their soldiers to suspend the contest ; and
the son of the chief ran through the ranks exhort-
ing them to refrain from blows, which struck their
prince and his father. The combat ceased ; and a
pilgrim who had, during the night, fled to Ramla,
succeeded in obtaining the assistance of the Emir
of that town, who was a Saracen, bat a bitter ene-
my of the tribe which had assaulted the Christians.
The report that this auxiliary was approaching to
the assistance of the pilgrims, speedily spread
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through the Arab ranks ; and discomfited, and no
longer having any hope of recovering their supe-
riority, they made a precipitate retreat. At first,
when the Emir entered the fortification, which had’
been freely opened to him, the Bishops and their’
companions were a little doubtful whether they
had not fallen into a snare; but their doubts were
immediately removed, on the Emir's exclaiming,
when he saw the captive Arabs, ¢ You have de-
livered us from our greatest enemies I” A treaty
was then entered into, and with a guard given
them by the friendly Saracen, they proceeded again
on their route towards Jerusalem. )

Sophronius was at that time Patriarch of the
Holy City, and was a man of venerable age and
appearance. By the light of torches, and with
cymbals and the most delicious music, they made
their entry, and were conducted by their brethren
to all the places deserving of their contemplation.
But the church of the sepulchre, which” had been
destroyed by Hakem, was still in ruins, and desola-
tion marked almost everyspot, both within the walls
and in the environs of the city, which had been dear
to Christian piety. Nor had they only to weep
over the destruction of holy monuments. They
were denied the pleasure of bathing in the sacred
waters of the Jordan, or gathering the emblems of
their pilgrimage from the palm-trees of Jericho.
‘While a cruel and suspicious enemy ruled within,
the wild and robber Arab watched for his prey
without ; and being obliged, therefore, to rest satis-
fied with having merely visited Jerusslem, they
took advantage of a Genoese fleet, and in the
spring returned to Europe.

Pilgrimages were undertaken for a variety of
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reaspns ; and it seems ta have been often the canay
that the leader of a large band of pilgrims had ona
motive for undertaking the pious journey, while
each of his companions had another. The prince
ar the prelate would sometimes, as an example of
humility and devetion, assume the palmer’s habit
while those of their people who felt themselvea
burdened with particular sins, would take advan-
tage of their intention, and enlist themselves ynder
their banners, The piety of the chief was con-
sidered to give superior sanctity to the wnder-
taking ; and hence, most probably, the eagernesa
with which such numbers of the faithful flocked
to the pious call of Bishop Leitbert, and of the
prelates of Germany. It not unfrequently hap-
pened, however, that the conscience of some deep
and appalling guilt was the impelling cause for
undertaking a pilgrimage among the great and the
powerful. The church had, as it has been said,
introduced the custom of assigning a journey te
the Holy Land as one of the most efficacions pe-
vauces which could be inflicted ; and, supposing
that any bodily infliction or service could hlot out
the memary of guilt, or atone for its commiesion,
no penance, perbaps, could be so reasonably re-
commended as that of pilgrimages. 1 know of no-
thing so likely to bow down a proud spirit, and sof-
ten it into deep and purifying thought, as a long dis.
tant journey. There is no heart proof against the
solemn influences of solitude among strange and
impressive scenes. The confidence which it has
in itself, and in which its contempt for the future
was intrenched, gradually gives way among them.
The new forms under which Nature presents her-
aelf, are 50 many proofs that there is an existance
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and a power, of which, in the thoughtless unifor-
mity of the past, it had received no idea, and with
that new consciousness rushes in a train of feel-
ings, which, if not the same, are nearer than most
others to those inspired by religion. For this ef-
fect of the long and often perilous journey which.
he prescribed, the priest might look with some
degree of confidence; and no doubt experience
taught him, that the bardiest of his penitents was
not likely to come back from Syria with a mind
unimpressed with the sentiments he wished to
inspire. Other advantages also presented them-
selves in favour of this kind of penance. To
the natural influence of the journey through wild
and distant countries, was added that of the ex-
ample of many devout and enthusiastic wander-
ers. At every stage of his route, the traveller
was sure to meet one or more of these humble
palmers, either hastening to, or returning from, the
Holy City. Their humility, self-denial, and con-
stant prayer, were powerful appeals ta the haughty
soul of the unwilling pilgrim. Generally also he
was, by the nature of his expedition, far separated
from his former companions. His proud knights
and splendid retinue no ionger followed him as a |
gay and gallant noble; and if they accompanied
him, it was to be worshippers, like bimself, at the
Saviour’s sepulchre. He was thus led to form as-
sociations which materially aided the purposes for
which the penance was imposed; and the priest
knew, that his instructions and exhortations to re-
Ppentance would be repeated as many times as there
were leagues between his parish and the sacred
walls of Jerusalem. Nor are reasons of another
~kind wanted to justify the preference of pilgrim-
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ages over other penances. What could ba more
;g:;erfthan to send him, who had broken the laws
of Christ, to contemplate the scenes which had
been hallowed by his sufferings? What could bet-
ter persuade to repentance, than the sight of ob-
Jjects ‘which recalled to mind all he had done for
the sake of mankind, and to bring them under the
dominion of love and peace ? The guilty violator
of divine laws could not tread the streets of the
Holy City, without feeling as if the very stones
cried out against him ; and as he turned his eyes
towards the stern heights of Calvary, he shrunk
terrified away; for he remembered that he had
¢ crueified the Son of God afresh.”

Among the most remarkable of the pilgrimages
undertaken as penances, of which we have any re-
cord, is that of the Count of Anjou, or Foulque
de Nerva. This nobleman, who had resigned him- .
self to the vislent passions which not uncommanly,
in that age, produced the most terrible catastro-
phes, was accused of having, among other deeds
of blood, murdered his wife. The public abhor-
rence, the torment of his conscience, whieh, in men
of his character, is generally of the same strength.
88 their passions, and the fearful visions which
bis terrified imagination conjured up, conspired
to render his existence a torment. No longer able
to endure the agony of his remorse, and see him-~
self surrounded with lnxury, he bade adien to his
estates, and, assyming the babit; of a pilgrim, set
out for the Holy Land. The storms of the ses
reminded him that he was still an ebject of Divine
puger ; and, crushed under the harrowing sense of
his iniquity, when he arrived in Jerusalem, he
suffered not himself to indulge in the calm exer-
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cises of devotion, but, with a cord round his neck,
dnd scourged by his attendants, tushed through
the streets, exclaiming, “ Lord, have pity on a
faithless and perjured Christian, on a sinner wan-
dered far from his own country!”

It was not without some degree of art that the
unfortinate Count obtained permission of the Sa-
racens to worship in the holy sepulchre ; but when
he did, his tears and lamentations were expressive
of the most violent remorse; and the chroniclers
of his life have not failed to add a miracle to that
which may be regarded as the natural effect of his
grief. So acceptable was his repentance, they re<
port, that the stone of the sepulchre, which was
hard and solid, became, as he kissed it, as soft and
flexible as wax warmed at the fire. But this was
the least part of the prodigy ; for the ¢ Count bit
into it, and carried away a great piece in his mouth,
witliout the Infidels knowing any thing of it ; and
he thenceforth visited all the other holy places at
his ease.”

Having received this testimony to the fulfilment
of all that was necessary to his pardon, or, to drop
the miracle, having satisfied his conscience by the
completion of his pilgrimage, the Count performed
certain acts of charity to the poor brethren, amd
then returned to Europe. Soon after his arrival,
he built a charch in imitation of that of the holy
sepulchre, and led 4 very devout life ; but his con~
science still harassed him with the sense of gailt,
#nd he determined upon performing a second pil-
grimage, which he did with the same fervent at-
tention to devotion and charity as on the former
occasion. But on his refurn, he was engbled to
adit tenfold to the merit of the expedition, by aid-
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ing the Pope in a dangerous difficulty with which
he was assailed. For this he received as a reward
the total absolution of his sins, and he reached his
territory loaded with relics and f]papal benedictions.
Still, however, he felt a weight upon his heart,
which his pious pilgrimages, and all his devout ob-
servances had not succeeded in removing. He
looked in vain for the only relief which could have
been effectual, that of a purer and more spiritual
faith ; and be was, therefore, again impelled to try
the efficacy of a visit to the sacred shrine. To
his own earnest prayers for pardon were added
those of the brethren ; and he once more returned
to Europe, hoping that he might now enjoy his
home with a satisfied and peaceful conscience; but
before he reached it, he was seized with a fatal
malady, and died at Mentz, where a mausoleum
was raised to his memory.

The most remarkable circumstance in this nar-
rative, is the utter want of success which appears
to have attended the experiments of the miserable
penitent. He omitted nothing necessary to the
perfection of his profession as a pilgrim. Many of
his acts of devotion were, according to the opinion
of the times, attended with singular marks of Di-
vine favour, and the supreme bead of the church
pronounced the absolution of all his offences ; and
yet he received only a momentary respite from his
sufferings. His soul remained in the same condition
of convulsive agony; and in that state he died,
worn out with the fruitless search’ afier peace,
where it was not to be found. The account of his
life is, perhaps, the best explanation which could
be given of the true nature and exact influence of
penances, and such observances on tho heart and
conscience. :
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. Among the noble personages whose names ap-
Er conspicuous on the list of pilgrims, Robert
ke of Normaudy, the father of William the Con-
queror, may be regarded as the most celebrated,
both on account of his illustrious descendant, and
from the strictness with which he performed his de-
vout duties. As in the instance of the Count Felque
de Nerva, a great and terrible crime is oommonl,y
supposed to have been the origin of Duke Robert’s
undertaking. He poisoned, or ordered to be poi-
soned, it is said, his brother Richard ; and, to si-
lence the cries of remorse, he determined upon
{u g to Palestine. Clad in sackcloth, with
feet naked, and & staff and scrip mhmhand,
he set forth, having no token of his dignity but
that he was followed by a large number of knights
and barons. It was his delight, as he proceeded
on the way, to expose himself to all the inconve-
niences which were likely to assail an ordinary
pilgrim ; and thus, on once passing through the
of a citadel, he received a hearty stroke on
the back from the angry porter. His followers
would have resented the affront, but he repressed
their intention, observing, ¢ a pilgrim must suffer
every thing for the love of God; and this blow is
dearer to me than the best city of my dutchy.” On
his arrival at Rome, he received the cross, which
was presented him by the Pope ; and proceeding
to Constantinople, he was received by the Empe-
ror with many demonstrations of respect; but he
rejected every invitation to partake of any luxury,
or even comfort. Some time before he reached
Jerusalem, he was seized by a da.ngerous illness,
and was obliged to be carried in a litter, which
was borne by Saracens. -It chanced that some tra-
VOL. I. P
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vefler from Normandy thet him while thus jotrney-
ing, and demanded if he had any inteltigence which
he wished to send to Europe. * Tell my people,”
pid he, ¥ that you met me while I was carried
by devils into paradise.” * As he approached the
gates of Jerusalem, he beheld numbers of the poor
pilgrims who were unsble to gaih admission, fot
want of the piece of gold which was demanded
fn tribute. To each of them he immediately gave
the necessary sum: and not only they, but the
Mussulmans themselves, are represented as ex-
essing theit wondering applause at such magni-
cent generosity. ¥is charity shone equally cons
spicuous during his stay in the Holy City, whére
he employed himself incessantly in prayer and the
¢ollecting of relics, of which he amassed a latgs
trdthber. On Lis return, he was taken ill, and died
it Nice in Bithynia. - '
Tmpottant consequenees resulted from this devos
tioh of so many great and powerful men. Pigri.
tages assumed the character of expedis
€ions ; and it was no longer the safety of meiely «
few religious and humble individuals, but of largs
and important bodies, that the enemies of Christen-
dom attacked. Every monarch in Europe hud
some of his best knights, and many of his mrost
valusble subjects, engaged in these undertakings ;
and their progress and adventures were recorded,
and nmde a theme of public interest, because it
was generally then felt that they went forth a-
guinst an enemy, and that their success or dis-
comfiture awakened nearly the same sentiments of
tage or triumph, as those which followed the for~
tuties of military armaments. This state of things,
dowever, could not long exist. It woe impossiblé
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that pilgrimages should become the fashion among
she great and the wealthy, and attract large as-
semblies of men by the renown which they con-
ferred, without losing the simple character of de-
votignal acts. They ehared in fact the general
fate of all severe religious observances in which
human invention is concerned. At first they oc-
cupied the attention of those only whose meek
and devout natures bowed them willingly to the
infliction of trial or pain, and who gladly sought, in
the solitudes of their route, time for long and solemn
meditation. Then came a new set of devotees,
who were necessitated, either by the stern com-
maads of the church, or the wild agony of an evil
conscience, to undertake a task which was to be-
nefit them, by the violent rein it put upon their
dispositions.  Pilgrimages were then associated
with new feelings and duties. The pious, con-
templative traveller, whose heart, constantly under
the influence of meek and humble thoughts, was
yet full of peace and comfort, now met on his
way the pale, conscience-stricken penitent ; heard
the dark confession which had beep wrung from
the soul of the murderer, or the oppressor of or-
phans; and found himself journeying with men
who, instead of looking like him with a deep and
solemn joy on the scenes which surrounded them,
were tortured every step they set with some
dreadful apprehension of Divine vengeance.

But that which was deemed of sufficient merit
to purge away a deadly sin, conld not but be re-
garded as s powerfal demonstration of holiness,
if undertaken without any command or uecessity.
Numberless individuals, therefore, who neither had
the simple hearts of the primitive palmers, nor were



184 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

driven to Palestine by the commands of their spi-
ritual fathers, assumed the rude dress, the staff
and scrip of the pilgrim. They travelled in large
companies,—allowed the bare performance of the
Journey to satisfy them,—acquired a fame for holi-
ness which served for the remainder of their lives ;
and thus, at length, converted the severe duty they
had imposed upon themselves, into as useless and
unimpressive an observance, as the multifarious
rites of their church. When this became the case,
pilgrimages required the influence of great names,
principal assemblages, and all the pomp and splen-
dour wbich wealth and exalted rank could give
them, to prevent their falling entirely into disuse.
And this was the fate which would have attended
them, shortly after the period of which we are
speaking, had not circumstances existed which
opened a new and wider channel for the enthu-
siasm of the people. The devotion of believers
had gradually lost somewhat of its deep and re-
tired character. The same influence which had
begun to bind men together in corporations and
associations for trade, and which had, in fact, cre-
ated a public, was stripping individuals of their
saintly garb, to divide it piecemeal among many;
and thus the ardent spirit which was excited by
the events of the time, was popular and universal,
and required the food which is necessary to sup-
port a popular passion. The extraordinary under-
takings which we are about to see occupying the
attention of all Europe, were first the result of
this popular excitement, then its nourishment,
‘and, in the wide, impetuous burst of devotion with
which the Crusades commenced, the thousand cur-
rents of religious feeling were all blended together,



~ AND THE CRUSADES, 185
and rolled onward, a great and mighty stream,
everywhere destroying the old landmarks of pri-
vate and even national feeling, and still increasing
till the fountains of the moral universe were all
broken up to supply its resistless force.

»2
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CHAPTER VIIL

PETER THE HERMIT—-THE SUCCESS WHICH ATTENDYD HIS
EBXERRIONS.

WHILE the minds of men were kept in a state
of the most feverish irritation, by tidings daily
brought from the East respecting the barbarous
tyranny of the Saracens, a thoughtful and austere
recluse was meditating upon them with the fer~
vency of an excited, but strong and daring mind.
In a solitary retreat, in the most unfrequented part
of the south of France, Peter the Hermit bhad
sought a refuge, both from his own sorrows, and
from the vices and calamities of the world. Prayer
and contemplation offered him the solace which he
had not been able to discover in any other occu-
pation ; and his restless and afflicted spirit soon
buried its sufferings in constant and impassioned
devotion.

The origin of this singular man has not been
undisputed. The most probable account is, that
he was descended from a family of noble rank;
that he was born at Amiens, and derived his title
of Hermit from Regnant 'Hermite, his father,
who enjoyed an estate which conferred that name
upon the possessor. The first years of his life
were spent in the pursuit of learning; and he not
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only studied in the most celebrated of the Italian
academies, but passed over into Greece, in order
to enjoy the advantages which that country still
offered the inquirer. Having completed his edu-
cation, and shown the most admirable i
for learning, he was received into the house of his
relative, the Bishop of Paris, who regarded him
with parental affection, and promised to reward
his industry and talents with the best prefermentas
of the church. But the mind of Peter was too
active to allow of his remaining contented with
the retired life to which that prelate wished to de-
vote him ; and he requested permission to give up
his prospects of ecclesiastical honours for those of
a military career. It was a considerable time be-
fore his desire was assented to; but, at length,
seeing his resolution remain unaltéred, the Bishop
was obliged to allow his departure, and he sent
him to his brother, Eustache, Count of Boulogne.
That nobleman immedix!.t,elivl perceived the value
and extent of his accomplishments, and made him
tutor to his sons; in which capacity he devoted a
large portion of his time to martial exercises, and
at last became entirely engaged in the duties of
his new profession. A war with Flanders afforded
bim many opportunities of distingnishing himself,
and obtaining the notice of his superiors in arms;
but an unfortunate accident exposed him too close-
ly to the enemy, and he was taken prisoner.
While suffering under the restraints and priva-
tions of captivity, his thoughts began to be em-
ployed on subjects more in unison with the natu-
ral tore of bis mind than those which had lately
occupied it. The glowing dreams of military re-
nown gave place to solemn reflections on the con-
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dition of his soul; and the stirring impulses of
courage, and the love of adventure, were lost in
the stronger and more passionate feelings of devo-
tion. But shortly after the above events had oc-
curred, Peter resigned his hopes of advancement,
either as a priest or a soldier, to the desire of do-
mestic retirement, and warried. His happiness
in this state appears to have been complete. In
his beloved Beatrice he found an object on whom
his heart could pour out all its tenderness; and

peace and privity of his home, enabled him to
nurture, undisturbed, the holy sentiments which
had cheered him in his captivity. But as if he
was to be prepared for the work he had to per-
form, by many sufferings as well as changes, after
he bad for three years enjoyed this felicity, he
lost his Beatrice, and, with l{er, vanished all his
hopes and enjoyments.

No longer able to endure a world in which ha
now seemed to have no right to happiness, he im~
mediately determined on burying himself altoge-
ther in solituade. The three children, therefore,
which had been born to him, he sent to his rela-
tions to be educated and provided for; and then,
after devoting himself to God, by taking the vows
of priesthooti he retired to an obscure and soli-
tary habitation, in which he resided till his active
mind again roused him to exertion.

Peter submitted, in his lonely dwelling, to the
bardships which had distinguished the lives of the
ancient Anchorites, and passed his time in the ex-
ercise of the most rigid devotion. But this was
not sufficient to complete the holiness of his cha-
racter. The strictest fasting, the severest labours,
the most watchful and unceasing prayers, could
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not avail to satisfy the conmscience, while some
stronger manifestation of faithfulness remained to
be given ; and a pilgrimage was, in the eyes of
the world at that period, the most powerful of all
evidences that a pretension to sanctity was not
unfounded. The hermit’s own inclination was in
close slliance with this opinion ; his natural acti-
vity and love of strong excitement gave him addi-
tional reasons for undertaking an enterprise to
which his conscience had already irresistibly urged
him ; and he therefore set forth, full of religious
fervour and devout anticipations, for the sepulchro
of the Saviour.
Nothing remarkable occurred in his journey.
‘When he arrived at the gate of the Holy City, he
id the piece of gold which was demeanded of
gm and proceeded to the house of one of the
fmthﬁxl, wn,h whom he intended to take up his
lodging. The awe and delight with which he
was moved, on finding himself within the sacred
walls of Jerusalem, were unbounded. “ Who can
describe the joy,” says his biographer, ¢ which
this servant of God perceived in his soul, when he
saw the walls of the Holy City? With what a
flame was his heart burnt, when he felt himself to
be present on scenes of which so many glorious
things' were said, and amid which so many won-
derful miracles were wrought? Who can number
. the drops of blood, and the sighs, which demon-
strated his emotion, when he approached the
Mount of Olives, now the place of his scourging,
once the Pratorium of Pilate ? How did his spirit
represent to him the anguish which his good mas-
ter had there endured for him ; and with what a
strain of love, regret, shame and fear, was his poor
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beart beaten and agitated ! ” These feelings, how-
ever, are described as not to be compared with
those which oppressed him at the sight of Cal-
vary. He was there torn with an anguish mys-
terious and insupportable. His bosom was too
parrow to contain the torrent of misery which
rushed into it. He gasped for breath, and the
words he strove to utter remained fixed to hig
lips. In vain be sought for relief by supressing
the agony of his soul. The fountsin of his tears
was dried up by the intolerable fever that raged
within him ; and he bowed himself to the earth,
and passionately desired to die. .

. On retarning to his lodging, he entered into
convegpation with his host respecting the reports
he had heard of the contumely which the miseries
of the cross heaped upon the sacred ohjects of his
contemplation, and of the appregsion which the
Christisns endured benesth their yoke. The an-
swers which he received to his inquiries gave ten-
fold strength to his holy indignation ; and, full of
sorrow and noble zeal for the honour of his faith,
he repaired to Simeon, the Patriarch of the city.
From him he received the same intelligence as hia
host had communicated ; and he then inquired if
no plan of relief had been devised, or if the Pa~
triarch did not think that something might be done
40 deliver the church from oppressors ? To these
.questions Simeon answered, that the cause of their
present sufferings was the sinful conduct of be-
lievers ; but that if any thing was to be done by hu-
man arms, it must be by the devotion of Western
princes and warriors to the cause, for that the
Emperor had sufficient to do in keeping the Sara-
cens from the gates of Constantinople. Peter
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heard this reply with attention ; and assared the
Patriarch in return, that he placed the strongest
reliance on the Pope’s reverence for the Holy
* City, and that he believed if a letter were sent to
him by the Patriarch, soliciting assistance, hé
would immediately render the required help. '

Simeon lent a careful ear to the counsel of the
liermit ; and many conferences took place between
them and the principal Christians of Jerasalem.
At length it was agreed that Peter should be the
bearer of a letter to the Pope, beseeching him,
with all earnestness, to. look upon the afflicted
condition of the suffering church in the East, to
send it help in this time of its awful adversity, and'
awaken a spirit of compassion for their distresses,

"in the rich and powerful monarchs who owed him
obedience. Peter promised not only to bear this
Tetter to the Pope, and accompany it with many
persuasions of his own, but to proceed without de-
liy through every country and province, exhort-
ing the inhabitants and their governors to aid them
in their pious enterprise. -

The time of his departure for Europe being
settled, he entered the Church of the Resurrec-
tion, to pray for strength and ability to perform
his important and difficult undertaking. Weary
with constant exertion, and the agitation of long
and fervent devotion, he fell into a deep sleep,
and in a dream Christ appeared to him, and said,
& Arise, Peter, execute with fortitade what thou
bast undertaken ; I will be with thee, for now is
the time I have appointed for the purifying of my
Holy City from the pollution of the Turks, and’
for the relief of my disciples.” At these words
Peter awoke, and baving again repeated his pray-
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ers, went to the Patriarch, and told him how he
had had a vision of the Redeemer, and been ex-
horted by him to persevere in their enterprise.
He then proceeded to Antioch, where he found & -
ship about to sail for Italy, in which he embark-
ed, and arrived safely on the shores of Apulia.
From thence he hastened with all possible speed
to Rome, where he presented the letter of the
Patriarch to Urban II., who then filled the ponti-
fical chair, and from whose assistance he expected
such beneficial results to his suffering brethren in
Jerusalem.

. But we must turn for a moment to the circum«
stances which were affecting men’s minds, when
the hermit made his appeal to Rome in favour of
the Eastern Church. - The principal of these, as
regards our subject, was the extension of the Sa-
racens’ conquests, which threatened to embrace in
a short time the sacred territories of the Pope
himself. This increasing power of the Moslem
could not be contemplated without horror. Even
bad no religious feeling been connected with the
apprehension, it must have been one which would
fill men's hearts with fear and indignation. To
become the slaves of barbarians, whose names they
bad been taught from infancy to hold in. abhar-
rence,—to be subjected to the frightful treatment
which they had heard was snffered by their un-
fortunate brethren, and see their cities and their
paternal inheritances occupied, as those of the
afflicted Spaniards were, by men that would re-
spect neither their laws nor customs,—the most
distant possibility of such events could not-be
reflected upon, withont exciting in every bosom
the most bitter hatred against the Saracens, and



AND THE CRUSADES. 198

making every one desire to resist their pro-
sresn by all the nfeans in his power. The con-

ition of the Greek empire was such, that it
could no longer be regarded as a barrier to the
encroachments of the enemy. The grossest su-
perstition prevailed, and affected every department
of the state. While in Europe the influence of
religion was employed to add new force to milita-
ry courage, it was used in the East to destroy it
altogether, both cases perhaps manifesting an equal
ignorance of the truth; but the latter, as things
then stood, being the much more dangerous error
of the two. Revolutions were incessantly taking
place to the destruction of all stability in the go-
vernment; and, from the number of Emperors who
were murdered in their own palaces, ended their
days in monasteries, or were otherwise disposed
of, we may easily form a conception of the com-
plete state of anarchy which prevailed through
every rank of society. It was only from the king-
doms of Europe, therefore, that relief could, be
sought for with any prospect of success. Diogenes
Romanus had made an attack upon the Turks,
which at first promised the bappiest results, but
in the sequel proved his destruction. His succes-
sor, the weak and pusillanimous Michael Ducas,
despairing of safety from his own subjects or re-
sources, sought the aid of Gregory VII., and that
ambitious and talented man called upon the faith-
ful to unite against the enemy; and, it is probable,
would have anticipated the crusades, but for the
confused state of his domestic affairs. With s
pride which thirsted for universal dominion, he
assumed the right of a liege lord over the nations
which owned his spiritnal dignity ; and his con-

VOL. I. Q
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test with the German Emperor Henry, whe re-
sisted his power, was long and desperate. His
mind was thus drawn off from an undertaking ad-
mirably adapted to secure the interest of hia bald
imagination ; and his successor, Victor IIl., ren~
dered himself more useful to the Christian CRUAE,
by favouring an expedition in which the maritime
cities of Italy united, and which obtained, in its
first advances, great temporary success. But it was
reserved for Urban IL to cary into execution the
designs of his church and people. That pontiff
possessed a large share both of the talents and
ambition of Gregory VIL.; and his situation as
the time of Peter’s application was not unfavour-
able to his embarking in such an epterprise. A
rival Pope, Guibert of Ravenna, had occupied
part of Rome, and considerably weakened the age
thority of Urban among his Italian subjects. The
Emperor Henry IV. persisted in claiming the prie
vileges which had been so long contended for by
his predecessor ; and Philip the First of France
bad been made the mortal enemy of Urban by &
threat of excommunication. But these drawbacke
to the influence of his authority were amply made
up for, by the determination with which resistance
inspired his ambitious mind, and still more by the
popularity which they secured him among a large
body of his clergy. No fewer than four thousand
priests, and. two hundred bishops, attended his call
to the Council of Placentia ; and his influence wag
still more conspicuous in tbe following one of, Clers
mont.

The private projects of the Popes had hitherte
been favoured by the reverence in which their,
names were held by the great mass of the onple,
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R ‘was beyond a doubt, therefore, that Urban
‘would obtain their warmest concurrence in a
scheme so adapted to gratify the ruling passions of
'the age. Chivalry had, by this time, acquired root
‘in every European state, and had thoroughly im-
‘bued the soldiery with ideas of subjection to the
church. Thé noble ranks of steel-clad barons, °
knights and squires, whom religion had contribu-
‘ted so greatly to hanour, seemed only to wait for
‘some sufficient op%rtunity to signalize themselves
i her service. e love of war was universal,
except in the commercial states of Italy ; and the
brighter the flame burnt, the more glorious was he
deenred whom it inspired. This military spirit,
tnited with the religious sentiments which prevail-
etl over every consideration of mere temporal inte-
rest, still wanted some sufficiently extensive field
b exhibit itself in its full activity. Cabinets had nog
yets framed their studied schemes of policy, which
divide the world into only two parts, and bring al-
most myriads of men, year after year, to dispute &
single question in the battle-field. The wars which
were then waged all partook of the character of
Homestic contests, and derived their origin from
Some dispute which began in the breach of a feu-
dnl principle. 'They were generally soon termi-
nated by the want of forces or wealth to carry
them on, and seldom roused the attention of the
people, but as they gave rise to great actions
among the individuals whom they were taught to
regard. Thus, the chieftains wanted some re-
markable occasion for the exereise of their valour,
which should bring together the warriors of many
nations in proud emulation ; and the people, in-
spired with the admiration of military virtue, re-
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_quired an opportunity for obtaining that praise for
bravery and self-devotion, which, to the mass of
soldiers, can only be the consequence of extraor-
dinary sitnations. The crusades wers, in hoth
these respects, calculated to rouse attention.
‘Princes, knights and barons, found themselves
called upon to form part of an armament which
would embrace all the most renowned captains of
_the age, and which would have to contend with
one that obeyed the summons, not of a monarch
. 'who fought with his vassals or a churchman, bat
of a potent chief to whom the whole East had
bowed in terror. The people who enlisted under
their banners no longer appeared as soldiers, who
‘had as little claim to praise for following their
masters to the field in warlike array, as they bad
for tilling the field when the war was over. They
acquired, in their character of crusaders; a right to
the same praise as their leaders. . Their free con-
sent was as meritorious, their devation as sacred,
their expectation of reward as - freely allowed.
“Their bravery bad thus a career opened for it,
which gave it a dignity that had never before been
allowed it, except in a few rare instances .As
soldiers of the Cross, they were blessed by the
church ; the arms they bore were consecrated to
its safety. If they fell, and their names were left
unrecorded as heroes, they were assured of higher
honours in the fature world; and with feelings
wrought upon as theirs were by so many different
excitements, nothing was easier than to confound
their success, as soldiers, with their hopes as saints.

To these circumstances, so favourable to the
supply of that energy and daring enthusiasm,
which were the first requisites in the design of



' AND THE CRUSADES. 197
delivering the Holy City, is to be added one of a
different character. It appedrs to be an almost
sbrolute certainty, that where a monarchical and
‘aribtocratical power exist together, there must
sooner or later be produced a third power—that
of thé people. The struggles which the Empe-
tors found themselves continually obliged to sus-
tain against their haughty nobles, induced them,
a8 ini the ¢mse with other monarchs, to favour
the independence of different towns in which
the germs of industry had been successfully plant-
ed. “Lombardy and Tuscany had both begun to
&vince a spirit of freedom and commercial enter-
prise ; #nd before the commencement of the cru-
tadés, Amalphi, Pisa, Genoa, Venice, and other
towns, had found the advantages of trade and in-
dustry, and were more than half emancipated from
the slavery of war and feudalism.* Had such a
cirtumstance extended to more than a few small
states, the crusades would never have been un-
dertaken. Commerce, and the opinions and man-
riers whic¢h result from its extension, are averse to
enthugiasm of all kinds ; and saperstition stands al-
miost as little chance among a trading people, who
only step out of their ordinary and regular course,
when their well calculated interests seem in dan-
ger of interruption. But it was of the most im-
portant use to the promoters of the erusades, that
thiere existed a set of people like the maritime
Italians. By theit means, they were made sure of
being provided with ships, and other necessaries,
for the furtherdnce of their design; and if there
was any thing which could give a prospect of solid
success to the enterprise, it was this alliance with

e Robertson.
Q?
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states whose habits of trade rendered them. fis sup-
porters of an army of ardent but unthinking de«
votees. How greatly the crusades helped, in re-
turn, the commercial towns which bad contributed
to their first successes, remains to be mentioned
in a fature part of the work; but certainly they
could not have been undertaken at a peried when
they were more likely to do good to mankind, by
fostering the new and. yet uncertain system: -of
trading enterprise. -

Urban, like many of the supreme pontiffs
bhefore and after his time; had the talents of a po-
litician in & very eminent degree. Reports are
not wanting, * which allege Peter to have been-a
mere creature of the Pope's, a cloak-father for his
Plots ; but however this be, Urban received him
in the most gracious manner, saw with & glance
the advantages offered for the undertaking, and
the good which would reeult, both to the See of
Rome and to Christendom in general, if it proved
successful ; and immediately signified his warm ap-~
proval of the application, and of the zeal and piety
of the hermit. He then gave him a license to
preach in favour of the persecuted Christians of
the East; and promised that he would second his
exertions, by calling a general council.

After this successful interview, Peter set off on
his Jaborious mission, and with a patience and per-
severing diligence 80 exactly in conformity with
the enthusiasm he bad already evinced, as to ren-
der it far more probable that he was a sincere de-
votee, than the canning agent of a scheming poli-
tician, His appearance was singularly mean and
repulsive; and he is represented as ‘ one of a con-

* Fuller's Holy War.
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temptible person, his silly looks carrying in them
a despair of any worth.” * Even his i
give no better account of his exterior; but his de-
ficiency in statare, and in the form of his features,
was made up for by the clear and penetrating
glance of his eye, and by a deep-stirring and sub-
duing eloguence, which astonished men, and bowed
them to his purpose. Clad in the coarsest rai-
ment, with his head and feet bare, and earrying a
crucifix of great size and weight, he traversed the
mountain-passes of Italy,rousing the inhabitamts
of every town and valley to which he came with
his awful eloquence. Thence he passed into France;
and thousands of people flocked from all quarters,
to listen to appeals which filled their hearts with
astonishwent and boly indignation. They saw in
the midst of them a being who, worn to the bone
with long travel and suffering, had wept, it was
said, tears of blood at the tomb of the Redeemer.
‘He had journeyed thousands of miles to bring the
message. of their suffering bretbren to the Chureh ;
be had seén visions that seemed to hold his spirit
in mysterious subjection; and there he stood,
pouring out his denunciations against the enemies
-of the cress with the voice of a spirit, and having
#0 little of earthliness about him, that he was be-
held with a feeling of fear as well as veneration.

The-effects of Peter'’s eloquence could not fail
of being prodigious. The most signal sucoess at-
tended him wherever he lifted up his voice. Every
heart was inspired with the most enthusiastic wishes
to share in- the holy triumph for which the way
seemed opening. All ordinary pursuits lost their
interest. Even private rivalships and domestic

¢ Fuller.—Oultremain.



200 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

animosities were forgotten in the new excitement
of devotion ; and prayers were put up by all ors
ders of men, that means might be xmmedlaulyre-
sorted to for commencing the sacred enterprise.

A.D. 1095, Urban, convinced by the results of
Peter’s mission that the time was come for uns
dertaking his mighty project, assented to the de:
sires of the people, and called a general council at
Placentin. The immense number of the clergy
who attended on-the occasion has been already
mentionéd, and they were accompanied by thirty
thousand laymen. With the' most eager expecta-
tion every ear was open, and every heart ready,
to receive -the exhortatiens of the holy fther:
While this feeling was at its height, ambassadors;
whe bad lately arrived from the ‘Emperor Alexis;
were introdaced to the assembly. They  had
brought intelligence from their master that Con=
stantinople was hourly-threatened by the Saracens;
and that, unless speedy assistance were ‘ren:
him by the knights and barons of the West, his
eapital must fall into the hands of -the barbarians;
with all its magnificence, and the treasures it poss
sessed. The pontiff gave them a gracious reply;
and promised prompt assistance to the distressed
Emperor ; after which, he reverted to other objects
connected with the meeting, and dissolved it with
the intimation that he would hold another in the
sutumn.

The power of the Popes in Italy was, from very
early ages of- the church, less respected than in
other parts of Europe.* The pontificate of Urban
had been disturbed by many disastrous circum-
stances; and from these, and the dislike with which

* See Dr M<Crie's iitéresting # Hislory of the Refor-
mation in Italy. ”
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‘he was regarded for his personal charscter, toge-
ther with the opposition which was raised to his
autherity by Guibert, the Ecclesiastical States were
the least likely of all others to aid him with good-
-will or sincerity. He,-therefore, determined to
hold his next council as far as he conveniently
could from the influence of his rival's machina-
tions, and fixed on Clermont, in Auvergne, for
the meeting of the assembly. The esame anxiety
to be.present at this memorable council was evine-
ed as had been the case with that of Placentia.
Princee  and prelates, ambassadors from various
states, hosts of the inferior clergy, and untold mul-
titudes of laymen, flocked to the city, which at
length became so crowded that a sort of camp was
formed in the neighbourhood, where the greatest
personages endured the severities of November,
rather than be absent on the occasion.
. 'The businees of the meeting was commenced by
no less an act of power than the excommunication
- of the King of France, in whose territories it was
held. The reason for this sentence was the adul-
terous nature of that monarch’s late marriage ; and
bad the pride and power which enabled the Pope
so to- hurl bis defiance against a licentious mo- |
narch been the right weapons of his spiritual war-
fare, his conduct would have deserved the praises
of the world and of posterity. But sin is never
put down or corrected by such means ; and an il-
legitimate authority, exercised in pretended refor-
mations of public morals, is sure to-produce far
more evil than good. The next decree of the
council established what was termed the Truce of
Peace, which menaced with excommunication all
disturbers of the.public tranquillity, and a provi-
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sion ‘was alvo made for the defence of widows and
erphans ; acts which deserve great praise, and which
must have been in no slight degree serviceable so
the nations which received them. Bat had the
great moral engine which the Pontiff held in his
bands been fairly and honestly worked—had he
been content to exhort men as a Christian bishop,
instead of sitting on a throne to pass laws like &
monarch-—be might have refermed a world, whilé.
it is doubtful whether, by his cowncils, he pre-
vented a single crime.

After these preliminary affairs had been settled,
the meetiug turned its attention to the object
which alone interested the minds of the majority.
On the tenth day of the council, the Pope, ao-
companied by his cardinals and an immense crowd
of the people, proceeded to the market-place. A
throne had been there provided for him, and he -
took his seat, she princely ecclesinstics ranging
themselves around, and the Hermit, in his rode
apparel; and with the stem and solemn expression
of his severe devotion, placing himself by the Pon-
tiff’s side. Urban then directed him to address
the meeting on the subject which they had met -
to consider; and he obeyed, painting in the most
vivid colours the miseries he had seen the Chriss
tians suffer, who.had sought peace and safety in
the Holy City; and the impieties which were
daity practised by the infidels against their persons,
and the objects of their most devout regard. He
bad seen, be said, the services of their brethren
disturbed by the constant intrusion of the impious
Moslem, and ministers not unfrequently carvied,
from performing their holy offices, to an ignominious
death. With the most passionate prayers he im-
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plored them to deliver the city of their Saviour

from these profanations—to send help to their

fellow-beliavers—and to recover from the

ds of disbelievers so many objects dear to the
sauls of the faithful.

When Peter had finished speaking, Urbaa him-
self addressed the excited multitade. He repre-
sented to them the awful spectacle of a city 8o be-
loved by God as Jerusalem, and rendered vener-
able by so many wonderful events, lying under -
the power of a basé and cruel infidel. ¢ A peo-
ple without God,” exclaimed hLe, ¢ the sen of the
Egyptian slave, occupies by force the eradle of
our salvation—the country of our Lord. The
city of the King of Kings, from which the pre-
cepts of faith are transmitted to other lands, is
herself the sexvant of superstitions paganism ; that
miraculous tomb which had not power to re-
tain its victim—that tomb, the foundation of eter-
nal life, and from which ascended the sun of the
resurrection, is polluted by these who will only
rise themselves to suffer the pains of eternal fire.
The conquering impiety has spread its darkness
over. the wealthiest countries of Asia: Antioch,
Ephesus, Nice, are become Mussnlman cities ; the
barbarous tribes of the Turks have planted their
standerds on the shores of the Hellespons, from
whence they menace all Christendom. If God
himself, arming against them his children, arrests
net. their triymphant march, what nation, what
kingdom, will be able to close the doars of the
East?” Then, addressing himself to the warriors,
of the different states, and especially the French,
from whom he expected succour, he continwed in.
the same vehement style to rouse the feelings of
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his auditors by a repetition of the sccounts which
tiad been received from Peter and other pilgrims.
¢« The people, ” said he, - who merit our homage,
and who are the blessed of God, mourn and perish
under the weight of the most grievous outrages
and impositions. The race of the Elect perish be-
neath horrible persecusions. The impious rage of
the Saracens respects neither the virgins- of the
Lord, nor the royal college of priests. They have
loaded the limbs of the aged and infirm with
irons. Infants snatched from their mother’s breasts
forget, among the barbarians, the name of the true
God : the hostels which were built for the enter-
tainment of the poor travellers on their journey to
the Holy Land, are filled with profane infidels ; and
the temple of the Lord has been treated like a re-
probate man, and the ornaments of the temple
have beén taken away like captives. What shall
1 say mofe? In the midst of so many evils, who
could have retained in their desolated habitations
the dwellers in Jerusalem, the guardians of Cal-
vary, the servants and fellow-citizens of the Man-
god, if they had not imposed upon themselves a
law to receive and succour the pilgrims ? if they
had not feared to leave without priests, without al-
tars, without religious ceremonies, a land still every
where covered with the blood of Jesus Christ ?
¢ Miserable are we, my children and my brethren,
that we live in times so calamitous. Were we
born in this age, so hateful to God, to see the de-
solation of the Holy City, and to remain guiet,
while she is delivered into the hand of her ene-
mies ? -Is it not far better to die in war than longer
support this miserable spectacle? Let us weep to-
gether over the sins which have armed ag:?:ls)t us
the Divine wrath ; let us weep, but let not: our
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tears be as seed sown in the sand ; let the holy
_war take light from the fire of our repentance ; let
the love of our brethren animate us to the combat ;
and let it be stronger than death against the ene-
mies of the Christian people. Warriors ! ye who
hear me, ye who search without ceasing for some
vain pretext for war, rejoice now, for here is a le-
gitimate cause for war. The moment is come in
which to prove if you are animated with a true
courage ; the moment is come in - which  to expiate
80 many violences committed in the bosom of
peace,—s0 many victories disgraced by injustice.
You, who have been so long the terror of your fel-
low-citizens, and who sell for a vile salary your
arms to gratify the fury of another—go ! armed
with the glaves of the Maccabees, and defend the
house of Israel, which is the vine of the Lord of’
Hoets. Ye are no longer to take vengeance for
the injuries done against men, but for those com-
mitted against the Divinity. Ye are no longer to
be employed in the attack of a eity or a castle, but
in the conquest of sacred places. If you triumph,
the benedictions of Heaven and of the kingdoms
of Asia will be your reward. If you fall, you will
have the glory of dying on the same spot as Jesus
. Christ, and God will not forget that he saw you
in his boly warfare. Let no base affections, let
no profane sentiments, repress your zeal. Soldiers:
of the living God ! hear no sound but the Jamenta-
tions of Zion ; burst asunder all human ties, and
remember what the Lord has said, “ He who
loveth father or mother more than me, is not wor-
thy of me; whosoever shall forsake his house, or
bis father, or his mother, or his wife or children,
or heritage, for my name’s sake, shall be reward-
VOL, I R
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ed & hundred fold, and shall passess etarna} lifa. "
. Already warmly excited by the prewhmgqf
Peter, and the solemn spectacle of so many princes
and venerable ecclesiastics united together in such
& sacred cause, the people could no longer restrain
their emotions ; and with one mighty voice, which
eeemed to rise by the impulse of a sudden inspira.
tion, exclaimed, ¢ 'Tis the will of God, ’tis the
will of Ged!”* ¢« Yes,” replied the Pontiff, « ’tig
indeed the will of God. You to-day see the ac+
complishment of the Saviour’s promise, to be in the
midst of those who believe in his name ; it is he
who bhas dictated the words which I hear. Let
them be your war-cry, and let them every wherq
announce the presence of the armies of God.”
Then, presenting to the gaze of the awe-struck as.
sembly a cross, he continued, ¢ It is Jesus Christ
himself who comes from his tomb, and presents to
you his cross : it shall be a sign elevated amang
the nations which will gather togther the dxspersed
-of Israel. Carry it on your shoulder, or on your
breast ; let it shine on your arms and on your
standards ; it will become to you the gage of vie~
sory, or the palm of the martyr; it will unceasingly
remind you that Jesus Chnist died for you, and
that you ought to die for him 1”

But it was not without offers of present good
that the supreme pontiff sought to engage the co-~
operation of his auditors. He declared to them,
that a full remission of sins should be granted to
all who volunteered into the holy army of the
cross ; that all penances should be deemed fulfilled:
bytheu‘ assummg the badge which was to die~

* Diew!li volt ! or, Diex b vol¢/ o,
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“the faithfal warriors of God; that they
were thenceforth under the immediate pretection
of the charch and of the holy apestles, Petor and
Paul ; that their preperty should be regarded as
under the same sacred guardianship; and that they
should be preserved in inviolable security from all
temporal cares and disturbances ; for which purpose
is 'was ordered, that no creditor should disturb a
debtor who had taken the cross, under pain of the
severest anathemas of the church. Even the mi-
nisters of the church iteelf were prohibited from
exercising their authority to the disturbance of any
of the crusaders, and they were threatened with
immediste suspension if they inflicted a penance,
or-any other species of punishment, onthose deveted
servants of the Saviour. The wives and children
also df the crusaders were provided for by the
same protecting clanse, and were recommended to
the particular care of priests and bishops. But one
article of the covenant between the church and its
soldiers was speeially directed to ensure the ful-
filment of the design. Whoever fell back from the
vow he had taken to fight in the cause of Jeru-
salem, was to be punished with excommunication.
A general confession was then made by the as-
sembly, and the Cardinal who read the formulary -
pronounced an absolution, which freed all present
from the burden of their offences, and prepared
them for receiving the badge of their profession.

The first person on whom the Pontiff con-
ferred the sacred sign was Adhemasz, Bishop of
Puy; after him several other prelates were en-
dowed with the same badge of the undertaking,
and their example was followed by the greater part
of the multitude. The cross was most commonly
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worh on the shoulder, and was made of silk ‘or
cloth, sometimes of gold. At first red was the
only colour used, as that which was most typical
- of the passion of the Redeemer. Bat in the fol-
lowing crusades others were introduced, as repre-
sentative of some quality or virtue belonging to
the faithful. *

The principal preliminaries of the enterprise
baving been thas settled, the departure of the cra-
saders was fixed.for the fifteenth of August in the
following year. The Pope, it was ardently ex-

d, would himself proceed at the head of the
host ; but the disturbed state of his pontificate was
a sufficient reason to oblige his remaining at Rome.
The command, therefore, of the army was deput-
-ed to Raymond, Count of Toulouse, who, though
not present at the ceuncil, had expressed, by means
‘of his ambassadors, his warm concurrenee in’ the
design ; and Adhemar, the Bishop of Puy, was
‘made legate, and appointed to accompany the for-
«ces as the representative of the Pontiff.

* Ducange.
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CHAPTER IX.

THE FIRST CRUSADR.—~S8IXGE AND COXQUEST OF NICK.

THE undertaking had no sooner been thus autho-
rized by the decree of the council, than the nobles
and-ecclesiastics, who had devoted themselves to
the cause of their suffering brethren, began to pre-
pare the necessary means for carrying the design
into execution. The prelates who had been pre-
sent at Clermont followed the example of Urbany
and employed all their eloquence to engage the st~
tention of their several cougregations, Those who
conld not render aid by personal exertions, were
exhorted to contribute their alms ; and so success-
fully, it is said, did they sow the word of life
throughout their parishes, that not one grain fell
to the earth fruitless. No human tye or interest,
it is said, * was able to withhold the believers
from following the call of duty. It seemed, in<
deed, that the words of Jesus Christ were now
really fulfilled, for not peace but a sword attended
the preaching of the gospel. Husbands tore them-
selves from their wives, children from their parents,

* William of Tyre.
R 2
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brothers from their sisters. Not even the vows of-
religion were left unbroken. Monks and hermits
forsook the cells in which they had determined to
their days, and came forth again into the
world to fight under the banner of the Lord. It was
not, however, only those sincere and devoted enthu-
siasts who flocked to the summons. The freedom
which the assumption of the cross afforded to
debtors, brought a large number of distressed in-
dividuals who preferred the respect and protection
of the church with many hazards and sufferings,
to a life of disgrace and- anxiety. - A similar rea-
son impelled into the service of the crusades a host
of persons lying under the ban of the pontiff or
his prelates, and who could see no other mesns
of restoring themselves to favour, or of escaping
the heavy and destructive penances to which they
were lnlgected

- Bat it was not to the casual excitement of this
multitude that Urban trusted the -succees .of his
mighty enterprise. France was at this time filled
“with - chevaliers of noble courage, -and many .of
them had extensive possessions. . These were eager
for means of distingunishing themselves, were pious
and enthusiastic ; and among them he hoped to find
bold and constant supporters ; nor was he disap-
pointed. The best and bravest knights received
his exhortations with reverent delight, and instant-
ly assumed the cross. Their zeal was evinced
still farther by the unreserved devotion, net only
of their personal ease, but of their estates to the
holy cause. Regarding the call which they heard
as divine, they scrupled not to sell or mortgage
their property to provide the means of raising fol-
lowers, or fitting themselves out with due splen-
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dour for the expedition. Many of the clergy were
not less ready to prove the sincerity of their zeal,
snd prepared to leave the security and wealth of
their benefices to pursue the arduous task of their
noble champions. All orders of men, in fact, were
roused by the same passion, and showed an equal
disposition to resign their former occupations, and
all private feelings to the one great and preeminent
object of attention. From France the impulse was
transmitted to England and Germany, and Europe
appeared, almost in an instant, to have prepared
itself for the sacred enterprise.

- With the most . eager anticipations, the crusa-
ders looked forward to the appointed season of de-
parture. The whole fabric of society was lifted
up from its basis, and seemed waiting to be placed
ona new foundation. Men could no longer con-
tent themselves at home, nor employ their minds
on subjects which regarded interests so inferior to
those which now engaged them. Natural feelings
were exaggerated or destroyed by the excitement ;
and the world was thrown into a state of wild con-
fusion and awful suspense, similar, it may be im-
agined, to what would be the case, if a revelation
were saddenly made of an approaching day.of

nt.

A belief, indeed, that the world was near its
end, formed one of the principal features in the
vulgar theology of the times. This idea, so com-
mon to periods of violent agitation, was the faithful
mother of a thousand dark and mysterious prodi-
gies. The gloom of midnight was filled with ter-
rific objects, whose presence was indicated by lam-
bent fires in the sky. Stars rushed from heaven
as if its hosts were all about to be destroyed for ever,
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snd fell in such multitudes that they might have’
been taken for hail, had it not been for their lus-
tre.* A comet of great magnitude and wrathful
appearance was seen in the south; and a priest pro-
claimed, that he bad beheld in the sky, about the
ninth hour of the day, two horsemen engaged in
combat, and that one of them who was armed
with a cross slew the other, after a long and terri-
ble conflict. Another priest, walking with some
companions through a wood, saw a great sword
displayed in the air. A herdsman bebeld a city
in the same manner. Children were born of mon-
strous form, or endowed with miraculous powers
of speech ; and nature was made to change her
course, to suit the temper of the popular mind.
The army of the crusaders was every day in-
creased by new recruits, and thousands assumed
the cross, at the entreaties of friends who bad al-
ready devoted themselves to the cause, or at the
supplication of aged parents or relations, who
thought they could receive no higher blessing than
baving a child or kinsman fighting for the redemp-
tion of the Holy City. Others were induced to
join them, from the influence which the reports
they every where heard of signs and miracles had
upon their minds ; aud they tremblingly sought a
refuge from the coming destruction under
banner of the Lord. From one end of Europe
to another, prayers and benedictions rose to
strengthen the hearts of the faithful warriors.
They received their swords and armour, blessed
in the name of the Trinity ; and were assured of
triumphing, because they fought for the glory of

* Orderic Vital,



AND THE CRUSADES. 21s
God aguinst the enemies of his truth. In many
districts whole towns and villages were depopulat-
ed. Men with their wives .and families prepared
to accompany the army in the certain expectation
of finding in Palestine a safe and holy home ; aid
multitudes, forsaking their dwelling under this idea,
formed stations in the open country, and converted
it into a vast encampment. Among these rude
assemblies, the most enthusiastic of the missionaries
published the exciting promise of triumphs and
everlasting rewards; pilgrims told again the story
of their wanderings and distresses ; and the baron,
leaving his lordly retinues, sought among them to
increase the number of his followers.

The impatience of the multitude, rendered every
day less governable, at length broke through all
the restraints of prudence or discipline. The day
fixed for their departure, under the regular leaders
of the armament, seemed far distant for an under-
taking so sanctioned by Divine command ; and too
strict an attention to the common rules of action
in temporal warfare, was deemed a want of con-
fidence in the expected support of Providence.
Peter the Hermit, had been indefatigable in his
labours to support the cause which bad so pros-
pered under his hands. His success filled him
with still greater zeal ; and as he proceeded on his
way, thousands answered to his call, and offered to
devote their lives to him in whatever manner he
directed. The veneration in which he was held
gave him in the eyes of the people far greater right
and ability to lead them to conquest than any
prince or noble could possess ; and induced, by this
feeling, and their desire to set forth, they entreat-
-ed bim to become their Captain, and instantly con-
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duct them to Palestine. It wesnot in the Her-~
mit’s nature to resist the sentinrents of enthusiasm;
or refuse to undertake an enterprise which fa~
voured both the pride, to which enthusiasm is ge-
nerally closely allied, and the devotion of his heart.:
He, therefore, consented to accept the

of his uninformed and ill-fated followers; and
above sixty thousand persons, many of them wo-
men, prepared to follow his command. Mounted
on a mule, and habited in a linen garment, with
sandals on his feet, he led his undisciplined army
towards Germany, its numbers increasing in every
province through which he passed.. Finding it
impossible to preserve order by his single atten-
tion, he devolved part of his anthority on Walter,
surnamed, from his poverty, the Pennyless, an ex-
perienced and courageous eoldier, but who had
such unpromising power under his command, that
he could number only eight horsemen as his ca~
valry. From Germany Peter was followed by =
monk named Godescal, whose preaching had ga-
thered round him near twenty thousand of the
peasantry, equally devoted and enthusiastic im
their expectations of delivering Jerusalem from
the power of the Moslems. Still greater masses
flocked together as the crusaders proceeded ; and
their army at last consisted of a loose and undis-
ciplined rabble of three hundred thousand persons,
among whom were to be found not only women,
but young children, old and infirm men scarcely
able to support themselves, and not a few sick of
dangerous diseases. But such a multitade, mov-
ing as it did without any law or subordination,
except that which arose from the wildest enthusi-
asm; was 8 fit hotbed for the most licentious pas-
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sions ; and almost every species of debauehery is
said to have been committed by these rude devo-
tees. . They passed, however, safely through Ger-
many ; and imagined they had obtained an earnest
of their greater triumphs by the evils they had in-
flicted on thousands of Jews, whom they despoiled
of their property and lives.

Europe was at that period still only partially ci-
vilized, and the wide, bleak plains of the North,
were possessed by hordes of fierce and untameable
barbarians. After leaving the confines of Austria,
the traveller plunged into a dreary wilderness,
where he lost almost every vestige of improvement,
and found himself surrounded with gloomy forests,
stopped in his progress by impassable rivers, or
thrle?tzned by thc? surprisals of the half-christianized
inhabitants. It was upon this tract that the army
of Peter now entered ; and in a short time it be-
gan to experience all the evils which were to be
expected as the attendants of such an ill-assorted
armament. Hunger and every craving of want
pressed bard upon the patience and fervour of
his followers ; and, no longer able to refrain from
seeking relief, they began to pillage the country
wherever they came; and the flocks and herds of
the Hungarians fell a frequent sacrifice to their
need or rapacity. A free passage had been grant-
ed them by the king, and their commander had
made application for permission to purchase pro-
visions. But it was not without reason that the
progress of such an army was watched with sus-
picion, and the request was refused. Belgrade
was, in consequence, immediately surrounded by
the crusaders, who no longer placed any bounds
to their passions. They seized whatever could be
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paut to their immediate use, and destroyed the rest:
Not only the cattle, but the wives and children of
the wretched inhabitants, were made the spoil of
the infuriated rabble, who seemed to have lost all
sense of either justice or mercy.

The Bulgarians, roused by the imminent de-
struction with which they were menaced, lost no
time in assembling an army to oppose their eme-
mies ; whom they attacked while still exulting in
victory, and laden with booty. Large numbers
fell at the first onset; and a hundred and forty
perished at once, in a church which was set fire
to on their entering it as a sanctuary. Walter,
perceiving the perilous sitnation in which the in-
discretion of his followers had placed him, endea-
voured to .repair the mischief by rapid marches
across the barren and trackless country to Nissa,
which he at length reached, and obtained the as-
sistance and protection of the governor. From
thence they passed through Philopopolis and Ad-
rianople ; and having sincerely repented of their
licentiousness, to which they attributed their late
discomfiture, they arrived in safety at Constantino-
ple.  There they were graciously received by the
Emperor Alexis, who allowed them to take up
their quarters in the neighbourhood of the city, and
promised them his protection till the remainder
of the army should arrive with Peter the Hermit.

As that bold enthusiast approached the scene of
his licutenant’s defeat, ramours reached him of the
calamity ; and at Semlin he was fully convinced of
the disgrace which bad been inflicted on the sacred
armament, by perceiving the remains of sixteen of
his disciples displayed in triumph on the walls of
that city. He had not yet undergone any defeat.
The pride of his heart was at its height ; snd he
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bad formed no idea but of victory. Without de-
lay he summoned his followers to arms. Thou-
sands obeying the call, precipitated themselves on
the surprised citizens, and raised a shout of tri-
umph as they saw them to the amount of four
thousand, either bleeding under their swords, or
perishing in the waters of the Danube. The King
of Hungary lost no time in bastening to revenge
the ruin of his subjects, and Peter fled precipitous-
ly to Nissa; where his army remained encamped
for a short time, without any thing occurring to
break the peace which existed between them and
the inbabitants. This tranquillity, however, was
at last destroyed by the intemperate conduct of
some German crusaders, who, to revenge a pri-
vate quarrel, called down the vengeance of the
people upon the whole army. Thinking of no-
thing but revenge, the inbabitants rushed wpon
the crusaders with such force, that they took,
in the attack, besides an immense number of
. prisoners, no less than two thousand chariots,

while the ground was covered with slain wher-
ever they directed their steps. Peter now be-
gan to repent of his imprudence, and would have
entered into a treaty with the governor; but his
applications, though backed by all the pleas which
he made of sanctity, proved abortive ; and before
he could repeat them, his followers had again be-
gun their mad and rainous attempts. These were
attended with the same fate as the former; and
when he retired at night to a mountain in the
neighbourhood, only five hundred of his people
could be mustered out of the thousands which had
attended his steps. As he proceeded on his march,
however, the fugitives returned in large bodies to

VOL. I. s
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his ranks ; and he reached the Thracian mountains
with an army, which, after all its losses, amounted
to thirty thousand men. To his great joy, how-
ever, he was here met by deputies from the Em-
peror Alexis, who conducted the armament to
Constantinople.

It might be supposed, that the miseries which
had already been suffered by the crusaders would
have taught them in some degree the necessity of
discipline ; but neither experience, nor the feeling
of duty, which ought to have bound them to re-
spect the laws of a foreign prince and protector,
was sufficient to prevent their committing the most
violent acts of aggression. Their outrages at length
obliged the Emperor to seek his own safety, and
that of his subjects, by hastening the departure of
his dangerous visitors. By neither himself nor his
people had their presence been at any time regard-
ed with pleasure. He bad implored the assistance
of the \g’estem princes in his difficulties, and had
made use of all his influence with the great head
of the church, to obtain their prompt and effectual
alliance ; but, instead of finding his capital filled
with the flower of European chivalry, it was as-
sailed by a rude and rapacious multitude, who even
stole the lead from the roofs of the churches;*
and the army, which should have been able to con-
quer the brave and haughty Saracen, was a con-
course of weak and undisciplined men, who had
been exposed to constant disgraces in their jour-
ney, and had shewn themselves to be totally inca-
pable of even defending their own lives or pro-
perty.

To free himself, therefore, of an ally from whom

* Robertus Monachus.
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o little was to be expected, Alexis persuaded the
leaders of the crasaders to fix their camp onthe other
side of the Bosphorus,—an advice as fatal to them,
as it was calculated to secure his repose. Two or
three other bands had been collected under differ-
ent leaders, and hastened to Constantinople to join
the army of Peter. The monk Godescal, ano-
ther ecclesiastic named Volkmar, and Count Emi-
cun, had assembled a number of followers, who
might fairly vie with those of the Hermit in zeal
and superstition. Not deigning to be led by any
thing which could only aspire to the dignity of hu-
manity, they put at the head of their forces a
goose and a goat, which it was believed were filled
with the Divine spirit, and were types of the most
holy objects of faith. * -

‘Whatever was the cause, whether enthusiasm,
impatience, or the love of rapine, or all these to-
gether, the crusaders speedily quitted the situation
which Alexis had pointed out for their camp.
Quarrels rose without intermission between the
different divisions of the army ; and at last a large
body separated from the rest of the assembly, and
marched forward under the conduct of Rainard to-
wards Nice, the capital of Bithynia. On approach-
ing this city, they made themselves masters of a
fortress in the neighbourhood, and prepared to re-
sist the attacks of the Sultan’s forces. But they
were not long in possession of their hold, before
they began to experience the dangers of their si-
toation. They had few stores, and, what was
worse, were unprovided with water. Day after
day they had to endure the most dreadful suffer-

® ‘Albert Aquensis.
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ings from this cause ; and their thirst at length be-
came so intolerable, that they opened the veins of
the horses, and other animals that were with them,
and drank their blood as it streamed warm from
the wounds. At other times they dug the earth,
and applied their parched mouths to catch the
alightest moisture which might exhale from its sar-
face ; and when these expedients failed them, drank
their own urine to assuage their burning fever. *
The misery which was thus endured by these
unfortunate people was only put an end to by their
death. Rainard' made a base alliance with the
Turks, and left his fellow-soldiers to destruction.
The troops under the command of Walter, Peter
being still at Constantinople, upon receiving intel-
ligence of this event, compelled him to lead them
against the enemy. He advanced accordingly, but
with great unwillingness, towards Nice. The Sal«
tan was fally prepared for his arrival; and in 8
desperate battle, which was fought on the plains
pear the city, Walter and his whole army, with
the exception of three thousand men, fell victims
to the conquering Moslem. The ill-fated leader is
generally represented as a brave and skilful sol-
dier ; and Robert the Monk finishes his lament at
the fall of so bold and pious a man, with the re-
flection, that he sanctified his death by the blood
of many Turks. The consequences of the battle
were most important to Nice; and the victors
spared none of the unhappy Christians who fell
into their hands. Even a priest, who was at the
time of the battle officiating in the camp, was
seized in the act of performing his duties, and car-

* Robertus Monachus.
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riéd away to instant execution. Scarcely less plea-
dare was felt by Alexis and his subjects, than by
the Saracens, at the news of the crusaders’ defeat.
The Emperor dreaded them, and his people hated
them, for their rapacity ; and the impression which
was made on their minds, by the first bad ‘specimen
of the European armanent, continued long after
the worst canses of disgust were removed. The
character of Alexis has been held up to contempt
by all the old writers on the crusades. By one he
is termed the most fraudulent and deceitful of men;
by another a fool and madman; and so on through
the whole line of vituperative epithets. That he
acted with duplicity, there is no question; that, in
the after events of the crusades, he failed in pru-
dence as a shrewd and foreseeing politician, is e-
qually certain ; but so far as he eould at present
Jjudge of the effects which the Holy War was like-
ly to have on his empire, he was not unjustified in
regarding it as dangerous to his safety.

Hitherto we have seen only an undisciplined
rabble engaged in the undertaking which had ex-
cited the attention of almost all the nobility of
Europe. A different aspect was now to be given
to the affair. The West was preparing, accord-
ing to the language of the eloquent monk, to shine
upon the East, and new stars had arisen to dispel
the darkness with which it was oppressed. The
most distinguished heroes were ready to set forth
for Jernsalem ; and the same sentiment inspired
all breasts,—¢ To die, or conquer; because to die,
they believed, was no loss of life, and to conquer
was a herald of Divine protection.” In the place
of Peter, who was now sinking fast into insignifi-
cance, of Walter the Pennyless, and the other less

s2
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respectable captains of the licentious multitade, of
which three -hundred thousand had perished, we
bave now to contemplate men whose characters
were distinguished by the highest of chivalreus vir-
tues, and who were descended from a long line of
noble warriors. .
. The circumstances in which the three greatest
European monarchs were placed at the commence-
ment of the crusades prevented either of them
from heading the armament. * Henry the Fourth
of Germany was engaged in constant hostility with
the Pope; William Rufus had to cope with diffi-
culties which still attended the late establishment
of his father’s dominion in England ; and Philip
the First of France was too devoted to pleasure to
be roused by the call of a pontiff, who fulminated
excommunications against the violators of morality.
Spain was contending with its Moorish invaders;
but had it been free from these enemies, it was in
too divided a state for its rulers to take a part in
such an expensive enterprise; and, above all, it
was freer than any other country from the influs
. ence of the Roman court. The command, con-
sequently, of the immense army, which was on
the eve of marching to Palestine, was committed,
not to a king, but to the noblest knights that could
be found among those who bad taken the croes.
The first of these was the celebrated (GGodfrey. of
Bouillon, Duke of Basse-Lorrain. He derived
his origin from a family long distinguished by il-
lustrious actions, and had himself acquired the
reputation of being one of the bravest warriors
of his age. The Emperor, during his contest with

"(s}ibban.v
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the Pope, owed many of hissuccesses to the prowess
of Godfrey. Rodolph, who had been set up by the
Pontiff as claimant to the Imperial crown, fell be-
neath his band; and when Rome was besieged,
be was the first who entered it. He was, how-
ever, as devout as he was brave; and his con-
science was, shortly after this event, forcibly struck
with the sacrilegious conduct of which he had
been guilty. Thenceforward his- thoughts were
anxiously bent on discovering some method for
expiating his guilt; and he at last found relief to
his burdened mind, by making & vow to fight for
the delivery of Palestine. He is described as
possessing every endowment which could adorn &
nobleman and a knight. His countenance was
eleglnt, bis person tall and graceful, and his speech
and address so sweet and gentle, that he would
bava been taken for an ecclesiastic rather than a
soldier, by those whe were unacquainted with him.
Baut in battle, or at the approach of any danger,
his bosom swelled with the most daring courage ;
like a raging lion, nothing could oppose his pro-
greu and shields and armour were useless against
his attack. An army of eighty thousand foot and
ten thousand horse assembled under the banner of
this accomplished captain; and he numbered a-
mong the warriors who accompanied him, his twe
brothers, Eustache, Count of Boulogne, and Bald-
win, and also his cousin Baldwin du Bourg.
Hugh, Count of Vermandois ; Robert, Duke of
Normandy, and eldest son of William the Con-
queror, who mortgaged his duchy to obtain money
for. the enterprise; Robert, Count of Flanders,
surnamed the Sword and Lance of the Crusaders;
and Stephen, Count of Chartres, distinguished as
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well for his -eloquence as his wealth, are cele- "
brated as the .chief captains of the French, the:
Normans, and the English. Adhemar, already
mentioned ss the Pope’s legate ; Raymond, Count
of Thoulowsé; Bohemond, prince of Tarentum,
and his .comin Tancred, are also named'as -the *
principal leaders of different portions of the forces.® *
A host of noblemen and chevaliers gave weight-
and dignity to the armament, which presented a
spectacle never before exhibited to the astonished -
world ; the nobles of almest every nation and pro--
vinee in Euarope forsaking, and in many instances-
alienating their possessions, to fight together a-
gainst one common enemy. ‘
It was agreed by the different chieftains, that*
their rendezvous should be at Constantinople, to
which point of. union they were to -conduct their’
several divisions by the routes which should seem-
most convenient. Godfrey took the road with his-
well-disciplined army, which had a short time be-
fore been traversed by the Hermit and his tumult--
uous followers. His progress wes watched with
suspicion by the people through whose territories
he passed ; but the strict order which he preserved- .
among his soldiers, soon obtained him their re-
spect, and he was furnished with provisions, and:
treated with attention, by the very people who had:
him as their worst enemy. After suffering
some difficulties from the wildness of the country
which he bad to pass, and the desultory attacks of
the Greeks, who seem scarcely to have known
whether they were to act as allies or enemies, he'
reached Constantinople, and was followed by the'

* Gibbon,
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od)erhlo‘den, who were dltbummed, there, nine
months after they began their progress towards
the East. On arriving in Thrace, Godfrey learat
that the Count of Vermandois had been made
prisoner by the Governor of Durazzo, and sent to
Constantinople by the order of Alexis. He im-
mediately desired that his noble ally should be set
at liberty without delay; and, not receiving a sa-
tisfactory answer to his demand, he gave up the
country to be pillaged by his soldiers. This
brought the Emperor to his reason ; who flat-
tered his captive so well, that he consented to
take oaths of submission, and shortly after fap-
peared in the camp of Godfrey to tell his dis-
grace. A vain attempt was now made by the Count
to persuade his indignant friend to follow his ex-
ample, but it was met by a determination instantly
to resist by force the insidious arts of Alexis; and
for several days the Latins gave themselves up to
rapine and the most violent resentment. This dis-
poeition of the forces under Godfrey was strongly
encouraged by Bohemond, who sent messengers,
begging him to attack and take possession of Con- -
stantinople itself. When intelligence of this .oc-
currence reached the Emperor, he became more
anxious than ever to provide some safeguard a-
gainst the violence of the crusaders and their
chiefs ; and by a profusion of promises, and the
exhibition of the most sincere desire for peace,
he succeeded in bringing the latter over to his
views; and they, one after the other, took the
vath of allegiance, and declared that they would
do nothing to endanger either the laws of the em-
pire, or the safety of its ruler. The proudest of
the Latin chiefs submitted to this acknowledgment
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of Alexis as their liege lord; and he gladly re-
warded their submission by supplying them with
large stores of provisions, and with all the luxuries
which bis wealthy capital afforded.

But Alexis had still cause for anxiety, so long
as he was exposed to the capricious changes of
such a formidable armament as that which occu-
pied the very avenues to his palace. At length,
however, he was relieved from his terrors by ita
passage over the Bosphorus, and its speedy occu-
pation with the immediate objects of its pursmit.
Nothing could be more splendid than the appear-
ance’of the forces, which now began their march
through the rich provinces of Bithynia. No less
than a hundred thousand warriors, completely
armed and mounted, formed its cavalry, while the
bulk of the army is considered, even by the cau-
tious Gibbon, to have been greater than the mighty
hosts of Darius or Xerxes.

A.D. 1097, June. Nice, the capital of the king-
don of Roum, was the point towards which the at-
tention of this immense array was first directed.
The Sultan Soliman, in order to prepare for the
overwhelming attack which he daily expected, had
collected his forces, secured his family and pos-
sessions within this strongly fortified city, and then
hastened to intercept, if poesible, the advance of
the enemy. Nice, besides its strength, was im-
portant from its situation on the Turkish frontier,
and was guarded, consequently, with the greatest
vigilance. Three hundred and seventy towers sur-
mounted its double walls, which were sufficiently
thick to allow of a car being driven along their
top. High mountains defended it on one sideg
aud ‘on the other, the Lake Ascanius afforded the
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means of introducing sucecours in case of an as-
sault ; and the best warriors that could be foynd
were selected for its garrison.

Around the almost impregnable fortifications of
this important place, the erusaders now saw the
flower of their army take its stand. The arrange-
ment and situation of their camp was in harmony
with the character of- their undertsking.  With~
in the vast area which it occupied, the soldiers
of nineteen nations are said to have been collected,
retaining the languages and manners of their re-
spective countries. The divisions of the fars
sretching encampment were marked by walls or

i ; and when wood and stones were not to
be found for the purpose of forming the intrench-
ments, they employed those piles of bones which
were all that remained of the myriads who had
perished in the former attempts on Nice. Mag-

"nificent tents appeared in different quarters of the
camp, which were employed as places of worship
and the wunceasing clamours of the enthusiastic
champions, the frequent war-cry, and the sound of
borns and drums, gave a striking effect to the
pomp of the warlike array.

No particular advantages, during the first days
of the siege, were gained on either side; but the
most admirable displays of valour convinced both
the besieged and the besiegers of their mutual de-
terminations to carry their design or perish. So-
liman, or, according to his family appellation, Kil-
lidge Arslan, summoned fresh forces to his aid,
and, striking across the mountains, came rushing
with sixty thousand warriors upon the Christian
camp. From morning till night the battle raged
with undiminished fury ; and when the crusaders

.
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saw themselves masters of the field, they found
they had paid for their triumph by the loss of tem-
thousand of their companions, while that of the
enemy was, only four thousand. We read with
disgust, that these Christian soldiers amused them~
selves, after the victory, with cutting off the heada
of their victims, and flinging them into the city,
and that they sent many of them in sacks to Cen-
stantinople, as a present to the Emperor.

The siege, after this event, was continued with
increased vigour. Battering rams, and every other
species of military engine, were applied to the
walls ; and the city was assaulted by showers of
stones hurled from machines raised sufficiently high
to command its interior. Others were construet-
ed to defend parties of men who laboured inces-
santly at undermining the foundations of the ram-
parts. But the resolution of the besieged increas~
ed with the courage of their assailants. They
poured boiling- oil, pitch, and other inflammable
matters, from the walls, and displayed on the tops
of their spears the heads of the Christians they
had taken in battle. At length one of the beld-
est, whose stgture was equal to that of the heroes
of old, performed such prodigies of valour by his
single arm, that the besiegers began to shrink with
terror from his destructive force. Hurling huge
stones upon their heads, he repelled every party
which dared approach near enough to attack him;
and even when covered with wounds, he flung
away his shield, and, with an utter contempt of
his assailants, continued to deal death from his
stand on the ramparte. The valiant Godfrey
could no longer endure to see the discomfitare of
the Christians caused by the arm of this single Ss-
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secen, and, in-the true spjrit of chivalry, approach-
od with two of his squires to the encounter.
Pierced by an arrow, the monster fell beneath the
bandjof the noble chieftain. The Christians,
sending up a shout of triumph, proceeded at once
to the assault of the town ; and the besieged, disr
heartened by the loss of their champion, saw their
defences rapidly destroyed.

. During the night, however, they recovered from
sheir panic, and, baving repaired the breaches, de-
fied their enemies by a patience and courage which
considerably diminished their hopes of success,
By means of the Lake Ascanius, which bathed
swo sides of the city, it was amply supplied with
provisions ; and the crusaders, ignorant of the cir-
cumstance, made no attempt, till seven weeks had
been passed in unavailing attacks on the contrary
quarters, to destroy the communication. At the
end of that time, they discovered the necessity of
commeneing an assault from the lake. Vessels
were immediately applied for, and without delay
brought over the narrow: land which divides the
Jake from the sea. This project was performed
during the night ; and at the dawn of day the be-
sieged beheld with consternation the protecting
waves covered with barks, each of which bare a
band of determined combatants. The assault was
now pressed with redoubled violence. The wife
of the Sultan, seeing no hope of any longer finding
safety in the city, attempted to make her escape,
but fell into the hands of the enemy. The eru-
saders, assured by this event of their approaching
triumph, expected every moment to rush in and
secure their prize ; but all at once they beheld, to
their astonishment, the imperial standard of Ale-

: T
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xis floating on the walls snd towns of the reduced
city. Unable to account for the:strsnge circum.
stance, the soldiers gathered rownd their chiefs,
and demanded an explanation ; and it then appears
ed that the place had surrendered to two generals
of the Emperor, who had anticipated the leaders
of the crusaders, and secured the possessionr of the
prize for their master. The politic monarch, it
seems, had sent a small force to co-operate with-the
pilgrim army, and give him a title toits conquests,
if any should be made. The strongest dissatis-
faction prevailed thromghout the Christian camp
but it was of no avail; and Alexis, by the pro-
mise of yielding op the booty which might be
found in the city, * succeeded in obtunmg peaub
sble possession of the impertant prive.

It is easy to see, frem the circumstances whdi
attended the siege and capture of Nice, how much
evil was suffered by the crusaders from the wass
of one all-powerful chief, who might have contrel-
led the operations of the army, so as to secure
their uniformity, and, by his suthority, have beer
able to treat even-handed with the Emperor. Hed
any of the Western monarchs been at the head of
the undertaking, an empire, it is probable, would
have been early established in the East, which
might bave defied both the Greek and the Mos-
lem. Nice would have been a corner-stone which
neither of them could have shaken; cenquests
would have been secured before ‘Soliman could:
sufficiently rally his ferces to make the Chuistians
tremble at his activity ; and the weakness of Ale-:
¥is 'was u safeguard against any mltfronCw
!lintmople

! * Rdimond de A‘tles.
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+ The capital of Bithynia having been adduced,
the oruseders, after a short repose, proceeded
Ywards Dorylaum, the Saltan, infuriated by his
late disaster, pursuing their march with sn army
which is said to bave amounted te more tham
tsee bundred thousand horse. By an imprudent
mieasure, but one to which they were probe~
bly compelled, from the difficulty of finding pro~
visions, the Christian chiefs were induced to di+
vide their forces, and pursue different routes. The
Duke of Normandy, Tancred and Behemoad,
were at the head of the smaller division, and di«
rected their march through a valley called by the
Latins Gorgoni, and by the Greeks. Ozellis. When
they bad approached within a few milea of Dory-
keum,; of which the surrounding country delight-
od them by its fertility, and persuaded them to re-
poes, they were astonished by a sudden cry that
the enemy was at hand, and pouring down from
the mountains in masses which could not be num-
bered for the clouds of dust which rose under thein
borses. A hasty dispesition of the forces was
made by Bohemond, who was appointed chief ; snd’
the battle began with a fire of arrows from the Sae~
racens, which threw the Christians into confusiony
by killing and wounding the horees of the knights.
In vain the boldest of these warriers rushed agai
the enemy for closer combat. The archers fled
before them, but continued their fire. William;
brother to the noble Tancred, and Robert of Pa-
ris, were killed; and Tancred himself was with difs
ficulty saved by the Prince of Tarentum. -
- In the midet of the battle, and while the crusa«
ders were rapidly falling under the arrows of his
soldiers, Soliman, at the head of a select band, felk
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the Christian eamp. The most indiscrimin-
ate slanghter followed the surprise ; but the maid~
ens who had accompanied the army, losing their
devotion for the moment, saved their lives, by tak-
ing care to habit themselves in their most becom-
ing dreeses, and freely resigning themselves to the
power of the victors. A bold attempt was made
by Robert of Normandy, Tancred and other chiefs,
to recover the camp ; but they were repulsed, and
despair everywhere prevailed. But at this crisis,
Godfrey, who had received intelligence of the event,
approached with his troops. The contest was in-
stantly recommenced ; and the priests, encouraged
to try the effect of their exhortations, ran up and
down the ranks, re; entmg the animating war-cry,
“ "Tis the will of God! ’tis the will of Ged! i
The Saracens, attacked in their strong position on
the mountains, were unable to resist the fary with
which the combined bands assailed them. Seve-
ral Emirs, three thousand ofticers, and above twen-
ty thousand soldiers, fell beneath their lances. The
victory was complete ; and the tnnmphant crusa-
ders took possession of the enemy's camp, rejoic-
ing themselves that day and the next in the rich
spoil which it afforded.

The kingdom of Roum was shaken to its foun-
dations by this victory, and the crusaders cele-
brated their success with the loudest exultations,
gacribing it to the aid of Saint George and -Saint
Demetrius who, it was asserted, had fought in
their ranks. On resuming its march, the whole
army went forward in an undivided body ; but, not-
withstanding its late triumph, it was assailed by
every species of distress. Few horses Temained
to the knights after the battle of Dorylsum; and:
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o Maggage was either left on the road, -or pils
od -on the backs of oxen, asses, and even goats:
In the burning tracks of Isauria, the want of wad
ter produeed the effects of a plague. Hundreds
of the etoutest soldiers perished in a single day,
maddened by the fever of thirst. Pregnant wo-
men were s¢ived with antimely labour, and lost, int
the extremity of their sufferings, the modesty of
their sex. Even the falcons Which the knights had
brought with them, perished in insufferable anguish,
and every living thing seemed devoted to a silent
and terrible destruction. At last water was found ;
and in a phrenzy of delight, multitndes followed
the ‘dogs, to whose sagacity, it is said, the disco-
wery was owing.* Three hundred of the miserablé
beings fell dead almost immediately after satisfy-
ing their want; and it was pot till they arrived at
Antioch, the capital of Pisidia, that the crusaders
ebtained a relief from the sufferings which had as-
sailed them.’ ]

The joy which they experienced on reaching a
place that offered a prospeet of security, was not di-
‘minished by the discovery, that they might take
‘possession of it without the endurance of any far-
ther fatigue. Soliman, despeiring of being able to
resist their force, had fled rapidly before them,
‘sammaoning to his aid all who professed the faith
-of Mahomet, and destroying every vestige of cul-
-tivation which lay in their path. But the miseries
-they had suffered were now to be replaced by rest,
and the emjoyments of a wealthy city. During
the short time they remained there, they gave
tbonulves up enmaly to pleasure ; and it seemod

°Mwhmd
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as if they had forgotten all their dangers in ite
brief possession. Their tranquillity, however, was
threatened by the sickness of Raymond, ope of
their best leaders, and the danger into which the
life of Godfrey was thrown by the wounds be had
received, in contending with a huge bear, to which
one of his soldiers bad nearly fallen a victim. The
former, it was believed, was restored by the prayers
ot the Bishop of Orange, and the latter by the
tears and supplications of the whole army. But
the effects of their illness remained for several
weeks ; and when the troops resumed their march,
they were obliged to be borne in litters. .
A circumstance occurred about this time, which
served to demonstrate the different feelings which
prevailed among the chiefs. Tancred was distin-
guished for his bravery and noble disposition. He
had performed deeds of valour which rendered him
one of the most celebrated of warriors, and was the
last of the Christian knights who conld be per-
suaded to vow allegiance to the Emperor Alexis.
Baldwin, the brother of Godfrey, was a bold and
distinguished soldier, but was more ambitious than
pious, and had been, from the commencement of
the enterprise, intent rather on his own
dizement, than on the delivery of Palestine. It
being deemed necessary that a survey should be
taken of the country, and an attempt made to die-
perse the straggling hordes of Turks which infest-
ed the track the crusaders intended to pursue,
-these knights were chosen for that purpose, and
proceeded to Iconium in Lycaonia ; Tancred bead-
ing a body of five hundred men at arms, and Bald-
win one of seven hundred. From Iconium they
marched towards Tarsus, no enemy opposing their
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pfogrees; and Tancred, who first arrived under the:
walls of that city, obtained possession of it almost
ss soon @8 he demanded it. His companion,.
however, on discovering the success which had
attended bhim, was filled with an unworthy jeas
lousy, end in an unknightly manner demanded
the surrender of the city to his superior forces.
An appeal was made to the inhabitants, who,
without hesitation, professed their desire to re-
ceive Tancred, rather than Baldwin, for their
minster. But this answer was not sufficient to sa-
tisfy the angry chief; and by threatsand promises
he obtained an entrance into the town, and the
standard of the brave Tancred was hurled from the
walls. The prudence and moderation of that
knight, who seems to have been endowed with a
degree of Christian virtue not possessed by his as-
sociates, saved his followers and those of Baldwin
from a bloody contest, and, reminding the former
of the object for which they had left their homes,
bhe led them from the scene of contention to seek
conquests elsewhere. A party, in the meantime,
of three hundred crusaders, sent by Bohemond to
recruit the forces of the rival chiefs, arrived at
Tarsus and desired admittance. It was refused,
and they were massacred by the Turks. The
soldiers of Baldwin were horror-struck at the oc
currence. They had employed their most earnest
entreaties to obtain the admission of their Christian
brethren, but in vain; and they now gave signs of
8 strong inclination to revenge their death on the
‘barbarous knight. He sought protection from their
fury by concealing himself in a tower; but ina
short time, ventured to return, and, appealing to
-their batred of the Turks, obtained their consent
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to lead  them' sgainst the ewemy. The wlt'

which they made was successful ; ani, a short time -

after, a little fleet of Flemish Corsairs entered the :
port of Tarsus; and its adventurous captain forming:
a league with Baldwin, gave new impdrtance -to

his conquest, and increased his ambitious hopes.

- Tancred, while these proceedings were taking
bad obtained possession of Malmistra; but
scarcely secured his conquest, when it wass
amounced that Baldwin had encamped in the
neighbourhood. The fiery disposition of Tancred’s
eompanions were now too violent to be controlleds
They declared that he was beund by the honout
of & knight to inflict signal vengeance on his fee;
snd urged him to lead them without delay againat
such a base viokater of Christian faith. The ads<
vice was listened to. A fariows battle ensued, in
which Baldwin had the swperiority ; but the next
day a reconciliation took place between the rival
chiefs. They embraced in the sight of all their
followers, and, swearing to forget the past, ascrib-
ed their unfortunase quarrel to the inspiration of
Satan. .
: Bat the smbition of Baldwin was still wnsa-
tisfied ; and the reproof he received from God-
frey, on returning to the main army, contributed
4o fix him im the determination of pursuing bis
Sortwnes s an independent adventurer. - An Ar-
menian prince, Pancratius, who had fled from a
dumgeen into which he -had been thrown by
Alexis for tressonsble practices, and had joined
‘the crusaders at Nice, exhorted him in the mest
dofy terms to establish & kingdom among the rich
serritories of the Euat, and pat himeelf at the head
of slipse namerous Christians, who, especially in
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Mesopbtamis, hated alike the Tuarks ‘and the.
Greeks. *

Already prepared for any enterpme which mlgbt,
promise a chance of saccess, Baldwin listened to.
these persuasions with the most eager attemtion.
The death of his wife, who was revered for her
piety, broke the last tie which bound him to his
brethren ; and he immediately began to collect a.
party of followers as adventurous ss himeelf. Only-
fifteen or sixteen hundred, however,
themselves willing to share his fortunes, and of
these only two hundred were gentlemen. With
this little band he was obliged to leave the camp
in secrecy ; his departure baving been prohibited
by Godfrey and the other chiefs, as contrary to the.
vows they had taken on leaving Europe, -

The agreement between Baldwin and the Ar-.
menian remained but a short time unbroken. The
first towns which they took gave occasion for
quarrel, and the Latin compelled his obsequious
ally to pursue a different route to the one he had
chosen. On being freed from a companion, who,.
having his own fortune to make, was likely to
prove troublesome to him, Baldwin crossed the
Euphrates, and appeared in the neighbourhood of
Edessa, the capital of Mesopotamia. Filled with
the hope of obtaining their delivery from the Sa-
racens, the inhabitants, on hearing of the approach
of the erusaders, sent a deputation, headed by
their bishap, to mp]ore the aid of the enterprising.
chief. His whole force was only a hundred knights,
therest of his little army being engaged in de-.
fendmg tbetownswhwhhahadmkonmhsproo

* William of Tyre.
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gress. But the distressed pevple believed he was
capable of performing every thing by his prowess,’
and offered him any treasure n their power to be-
gtow, if he would undertake their defence. Hé
proudly intimated, that if Edessa had been kis own
city, he would have fought to protect it from the
Moslem, but that he employed not his arms in the
defence of states governed by other chiefs. Nei-
ther the entreaties nor offers of the Edessenes could
move him from his determination ; till at length the
rince, who had no heir, agreed to adopt him as
jis son and successor; and he was declared his
legal heir by a strict performance of all the cere-
monies employed by the Greeks on such occa«
dions. But the unfortunate Thoros soon experi-
enced the evil of having introduced into the city
sich a pretender to his authority. An insuarrec-
tion took place, in which the inhabitants, enraged
by some real or supposed injury, threatened to
destroy both himself and his partisans. He fled to
the citadel, which was immediately beset by the
rebels, and from thence offered to resign his do-
minion and retire to Melitene, on & promise being
given that his life and person should be respected.
The offer was accepted; and he came from his
place of refuge in the full confidence of security.
But the next day the tumult was renewed ; fresh
causes of discontent were alleged by the rulers of
the mob—and suspicion has fallen upon Baldwin,
that he was not altogether innocent of the occur-
rence. The death of the unfortunate Thoros was
furiously demanded by the insurgents. The cita-
del in which he had secured himself was forced,
and in an instant he was precipitated from its
walls. Baldwin, preclaimed his successor, resist-



AND THE CRUSADES. 239

ed for a short time the importunities of the people ;
but at length ascended the throne of the murdered
Greek, and pursued the career which fortune had
opened to his ambition. With a bold hand he
repressed the spirit of faction to which he had
owed his elevation ; obtained possession of the
neighbouring city of Samosata; and, having married
an Armenian princess, extended his authority to
Mount Taurus, and over a largé part of the pro-
vinces which formed the antient empire of As-
syria.
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CHAPTER X.

DISASIERS OF THE CRUSADERS.——SIEGE AND CONQUEST OF
ANTIOCH. .

1097-1098. WHiLk Baldwin was occupied in
establishing himself in his new kingdom, the rest
of the crusaders were pursuing their painfal march
through the wild passes of Mount Taurus. Warn.-
ed by their former sufferings, they had taken care
to provide themselves with water; but the burn-
ing heat of the sun, the steepness of the precipices,
and the weight of their armour, rendered their
progress so difficult, that great numbers of them
fainted under the fatigue. At length the rich
plains of Syria burst upon their view; and they
saw, as they descended the last of the terrific ridges
over which they had been toiling, Antioch and the
rapid Orontes, which bathed its walls, smiling a-
mid green and shady hills that were fertilized by
a hundred fountains.

This noble city, the most splendid of fourteen
which bore the same name, was celebrated in an-
cient times for the groves in its neighbourhood
consecrated to the voluptuous worship of Daphne.
The magnificence of its buildings, its wealth and
situation, made Josephus term it ¢ the third city
in the habitable earth that was under the Roman
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-empire, both in magnitnde and other marks of
prosperity.” * The Jews had enjoyed in it the
ngbt of citizenship ; and it was venerated by Chris-
tians, as having first heard the holy name of the
Saviour applied as a term of brotherhood. The
distinction which it possessed as the capital of the
‘Roman empire in the East, it continued to enjoy
a8 one of the most splendid seats of Turkish power;
and when the crusaders approached its walls, they
found it defended by fortifications which seemed
to defy attack. It had, it was true, fallen more
than once into the hands of the enemy; but its
three hundred and sixty towers, its immense ram-
parts, which embraced a circuit of three leagues,
and the rocks and marshes by which it was further
defended, gave it an appearance of strength, which
niade the Christians hesitate before they undertook
to besiege it. It was still farther doubted whether
it would be prudent to commence such an enter:
prise, when they had already suffered so much
from exposure to the climate, which would pro-
bably be rendered doubly destructive to them as
the winter was approaching, and they were un-
provided with succours. At least, the more timid
of them sald, it would be more prudent to wait
till the spring, when assistance might be expected
from Alexis, and the attack commenced with
less danger from pestilential rains, and other ter~
rors of the climate. - But this advice was speedily
everruled by the enthusiasm of others; and it was
determined that the siege should be at once com-
menced. )
- The governor of Antioch, at this time, was

Ll * Was, BIILC.®. . .7
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Baghisian, an Emir of celebrity. His farces: eon-
sisted of seven thousand horse and twenty thom~
sand foot, while the population of the city was
cousiderably increased by the .influx of the. in-
habitants of the neighbouring towns, who fled
thither for refuge against the -invadexs. The
forces of the crusaders are said to have ameunt-
ed to three hundred thousend warriors, who wems
followed by a multitude equally numerous, beage
ing only the cross. . Having pitched their tents,
which shone resplendently with the glittering
arms, the green, gold, and crimsen bucklers, and
floating banners of the kaights, they amxiouwely
awaited the signal for attack. For some sime
the Turks gave no appearance of any preparations
for defence; and the Christisns, lulled into secarir
ty, resigned themselves to ease, and, if we aze t@
believe very creditsble historiags, to the moss lir
centious pleasures. At length the besieged hegan
to sally from their defences, and several of the
crusaders fell victims to their fury. Attempis
were immediately made to effect & closer blockade ;
but this, from the want of engines, could only
be imperfectly done; and the knights had ample
opportunity for trying their streagth and comrage.
The noble Tancred performed deeds of the meas

ishing valour ; but with the self-denying spixi¢
of a true Christian hero, desired his sguire, whe
alone accompanied him, not to publish his cen~
quests to the army. Godfrey, alse, the Duke of
Bouillon, with equal boldness signalized himself in
single combat ; and on one occasion struck his eng~
my with sach fury, that he divided bim in two,
—the head with one part of the bedy falling into
the river, and the other remaining on the horse,
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whivh carvled it back to the eity; so fhat, cor-
doaes unother chronicler, ¢ One Turk was made
two Turks!” ¢
- But, notwithetinding the glory which was con-
forred on the crusaders by these daring exploits of
their chiefs, they neither made any progress in the
wiege, nor were free from the constant surprises of
the Saraceris; Every daysome party or the other
&f their companions wes cut off ; and the vnfortu-
niite Suenob, an scoomplished and amiable Danish
prince, thus fell n victim to the enemy. The most
Yvely regret wes felt at this event ; and the cir-
umstance, that the young and beaatifal danghter
of the Duke of Burgundy; had forsaken her home
%6 ehare in his perils, and reward him, when Jeru-
stloin should be taken, with her hand, associates
his hame with the most romantic of his cotem™
potdrics. But famine, and all the evils attendant
upsn it, now appeared in the Christian camp.
MWith the violation of morality the besiegers had
whio - sacrificed to their licentiousness the only
whesns they enjoyed of sapport. In a few days,
it is eaid, they had wasted sufficient provisions to
Supply them for months ; and reduced, in conse-
quenoe, to the most deplorable condition, they felt
ahé complicated miseries of want, cold, and pesti-
iemes. In the midst of their sufferings they utter-
‘ed the most fearfud blasphemies, which, it deserves
#emaerk, appears to have been generally one of the
consequences of their distress; and the exhortations
of their leaders were listened to without effect.
The dedoriptien which is given of the camp st
thin time by spéctaters of the scene, fills the mind

* Robertus Monachus
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with borror. . The soldiers, who bad so lately ex-
ulted in all the glory of their chivalrous spparel,
were now many of them destitute of the commen-
est clothing, and lay perishing on the bare ground.
- Herbe, which they eat raw for want of fire to cook
.them, and even dead dogs, nauseous insects, and
impure animals, were seized to appease their hun-
ger ; while the horses, so important to an army
of which the main force consisted in. its chivalry,
perished to the amount of near seventy thousand.
The conduct of Baldwin had, at the time of his
defection, been regarded with horror by the rest of
.the crusaders; but impatience of privation had
the same effect on others, which ambition had
on him; and retiring from their suffering bre-
thren, Robert of Burgundy and several others
sought safety in flight, and were only brought back
by threatening exhortations to return to their
duty. But that which occasioned the moet sur-
prise was the conduct of Peter the Hermit, who,
notwithstanding his natural enthusiasm, and the
great share which he had had in giving rise to the
-expedition, secretly forsook the camp. He was
pursued, brought back like a prisoner,
by Tancred for his disgracefal conduct, and thea
compelled to swear on the Goepels that he would
‘make no further attempt to desert. It was after-
.wards proclaimed, that whoever shonld be guilty
Ain future of this offence, so ruinous to the cause,
should be punished as a homicide. N
The conduct of Peter may be accounted. for
without difficulty, if we suppose him to have been
at the first solely instigated either by a blind ens
thusisem, or by motives of interest and ambition.
The part which be had to perform, after the
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m of Europe' embarked in the uiidertaking,
t to occupy his mind, or preserve it
inthmdadwmmmb which he had beea
theown, while preaching a8 a divinely commisioned
wrssionary. The power which he bad possessed no
Jonger existed ; the multitudes whom he had been
able to sway with his werds had all perished ; and
weitber the proud chevaliers nor thelr licentions fol«
lowrers cared te bear exhortations which had brought
them into sp many troubles, and had lost their in-
flaence inmoving and subduing their hearts. He was
shras beesme n cipher in the crusaders’ camp, and he
suw the autberity which he had possessed transfer-:
red tecther hands. The mantle of the prophet had
fullen, the multitade were ready to think on the
steel-clad coptains who osuld dead them to victery,
and whose deeds they saw were worthy of admi«
sation. - The ideas, comsequently, so encouraging,
#o Ssted to support him in his labours, were de-
While be believed himself to be ander
the influence of heaven, amd could Taise the uni-
veswe by his summons, he felt neither the rugged-
ness of the roud to his bave feet, nor the want of
bedily éeo0d o support bhis spirits. But he new
found hinwelf troated with comparative centempt ;
sad tbe strength which emabled him to swifer and
vejoice wes vamished. If he bad all along been a
mere calculating hypotrite, it is still plainer why
he deserted. Impostwre will eadure unshaken, se
Joug @8 there remains the least balance in its fa<
vour; but when the.:evil it has be bear becomes
greater than the advantage in reserve, it will throw
off its dingwiee, awd make the best escape it can.
The ouly principle of constancy ia- swch a sitoa-
#ion, /s that ‘of sinesve devetion to the cause, which
u?
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could not endure the sight of the debsmcherics
and blasphemous folly of the crusaders, will hard-
ly avail in such a case. There was still a large
number of his companions as ,

eaking the camp would be to thousands, notwith-
standing his diminished authority, an available ex-
cuse to desert also.

upon punishing them with all the severity they
deserved. The first measure they adopted,
to separate the multitude of women which ac-
companied the army, and confine them to a dis-
tant division of the encampment. . This was fol-
lowed by the condemnation of the criminals who
bad been most guilty of the. late disorders; but
licentiousness still reigned to & di ing degree,
and, mixed with the barbarities which the chief-
tains exercised towards the Saracens who fell
into their hands, formed a scene of appalling
With the return of spring, the situation of
crusaders was somewhat ameliorated. Their lead-
ers acquired spirit and resolution, and a new ¢nes-
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gy secined gradually diffusing itself among the

Provisions sent from Armenia, and from
tln isles of Rhodes, Cyprus, and Chios, assisted
ia restoring their strength; and when ambassa~
donnmvedfromtbeCahphof Egypt, offering a
treaty of peace, if they would agree ta lay down
their arms, and visit Jerusalem as simple pilgrims;
they returned an answer, expressing their deter+
mination to enter the Holy City only as conguers
ors, and to form no alliance with the enemies of
Jesus Christ. Shortly after the ambassadors quit«
ted the eamp, a battle was fought between several
Turkish Emirs who had arrived with snceours, and
the Christians under Bobemond. The victory de+
clared itself on the side of the latter. Two thou-
sand men, a thousand horses, and a fortress, re-
warded their valour; and messengers were sent to
inform the servants of the Caliph of the event.
A, success even still more decided followed upon
this ; and in a battle which was fought under the
walls of the city, .all the principal knights in the
army rivalled each other in showing prodigies of
courage, till the governor of the city was obliged
to open its gates to the small and discomfited rem-
nsnt of a band composed of his best warriors, -
. 'These advantages encouraged the Christians to
push the siege with renewed spirit. Discipline
began again to be observed in the camp, and means
were taken to employ even the most idle of the
rabble which followed the army in seme useful la-
bour. Both Raymond and Tancred also offered
to construct towers, and defend them with their
own men. By these efforts, the city was at length
#o closely beset, that the besiegers had no longer
say danger to epprehend from the sorties of their
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enémics. But ciueltios of the worst kimd .eentie
nued 40 be exercised on both sides, whenever am
imfertwnate straggler was takea by either parwy s
and the Christisns of Antioch were not expesed to
more barbarous treatment than thai which: teeir
brethren inflicted on wheever fell in their way. .-A&
truce which was desired by the Sabacen, and net¢
wnwillingly granted, pat 4 step for a shert tinve 6
these barberities. But they were recommenced. by
nputyoftheenemyn-'dennga()lmm kmighy
sod literally catting him . inte plecomesl.. His
wg and affficted wife besought every hnight ¢8
bis death, and her prayers were atteaded
to ; but when the besiegers renewed their attack;
shey foeund the city replevished with fresh steres;
ndpupuradtoandmmahcm&abng-
that which it had siresdy supported.

The efforts of the: crusaders were - M
withowt -effeet, sad no bupe appeared of snceam
ol Bobemond conceived a project which premimed:
te accomplish the desired object. . Among the coms
mandurs of the Saracen army was u Syrian. reses
gedo, by name Phirouz, to whom Bagliisien Lad
conmitted the defence of three towers. The ims
portant post which he heid, be had obtuined by
dénying the Christian faith in which he had been

up ; -bat his avarice was ever on the Wwanehy;
and ready to tslie advantege of any circumstanesd
whfich might put a new value upon his ready wees -
son. ‘Bohemend had made himself. acquainted
with this man ; bed fully learnt the mavure of b
eharacter, and beesme convinced of the pomibiling
of bringing him over te his designs. Not willingy
hewever, that wuch 2 discovery: should be made

without producimg sny. parsiculsr. advantuge te
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himself, he stipulated with the council of chiefs
whom he . assembled for the purpose, that if he
shonld meke them masters of Antioch, the sove«
reignty of the city should be resigned to him as
his independent possession. At first the proposi-

tion was rejected with disdain, and Raymond in-
diguantly declared that, after having undergone
80 many perils, and spent his blood freely in the
cause, he would never consent either to an indivi-
dual reaping the advantages which belonged to all
in common, or to obtain a victory by artifices fit
only for women to employ. But Bohemond was
not to be thwarted in his designs by a single re-
pulse. On leaving the council, he lost no time in
disseminating intelligence which might alarm the
army as to the daoger of its situation. Shortly
after, the scouts which he had sent out returned
with the appalling news, that the powerful Kerbo-
g», Prinee of Mosul, was approaching with an ar-
mament of two lmndred thousand men, command.

ed by twenty-eight of the bravest Emirs. Another
council was immediately called on the receipt of
this intelligence. Bohemond again represented
his power to save the crusaders from the danger
with which they were threatened; repeated the
offer of Phirouz to deliver up the towers he com-
manded, if his friend Bohemond were promised thie
command of the city on its being ‘taken; and as-
sured his auditors, that he had already spent large
sums of money in endeavouring to accomplish an
affair so likely to prove advantageous to their
canse. The debate having been continued for some
time, and there appearing to be no -alternative be-
tween accepting his proposals, or exposing them-
selves to utter ruin, the assembled chiefs, with the -
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exception of Raymond, at last agreed to unite with
slie Prinos of Tareritum on the corditions he offer-
e, and preveed withont delay to the surprimal of
shaeity.

- Eatly the next day; the army received-orders
to prepare for quitting the camp, and was led a
short way in the direction by which the forces of
Kerboga were said to be approaching. With the
first deoline of the light, however, it was ordered
back, and, under the darkness of evening, was
carefally intrenched near that quarter of the city
where the treacherous Phironz commanded. A
rumour of treason, which suddenly spreéad through
the gatrison; put him in momentary peril of his
fife. He was summoned before the governot, and
questioned ; but his self-command and consnmmate
ar¢ saved him, and he was sent to resume his st
#ien. But the late occturrence convinced him that
e time was to be lost; and he proceeded to iti:
form his brether, whe commanded near him; of the
project in-which he was engaged. Disgusted with
the treason, the laster regarded him with an eye
of scom that fired him with hatred ; and, not deign-
ing to reply, Phirouz inetantly buried lis dagger
in the heart of his bold and faithful reprover.

- ‘The crasaders were now only waiting for the
signal to commence the assanlt: The night had

set in with gleem and tempest; the hills echoed

with farious blasts of wind; and thé impetuons

Orontes, lashed into foam by the storm, tushed

beneath the walls of the city with a wild and com?

staut roar. Every now and then the extreme durk:

nees which preveiled was broken by lightnings shat

seemed to envelope the whele atmosphere in fire 3

and when the night was restored to its awfil gloomy,



AND THE CRUSADES, 251

the ominous glare of a camet wss scen on the
weatern horizen, and gave fresh terror to the se-
lemnity of the hour. At length, after the inter
change of messages betwesn Phirouz and the
Chuistians, directions were given to comsmence the
epterprise ; but, to the dismay of Bohemond, ne
one was found willing to venture on the servica.
Finding entreaties vain, he himself mounted the
scaling-ladder which bad been let down from the
walls ; and, having conversed a few moments with
his ally, who accused him of dangerous delay, he
#ejoined his companions.. Animated by his ex-
ample, sixty of the boldest among them seized the
ladder, and gained the summit of the fortifications.
Theee were followed by others; and, with enly &
slight accident, owing to the bresking of the
popes, which helped them to nscemd, the whole
beud wes in a ehort time safely within the. city.
Phirous immediately gave up the three towers,
pointad to the body of his murdeted brother ss an
sdditional evidence of his sincerity, and proceeded
1o direct them to the most favourable points of atr
tack. Seven more towers were speedily gained
posseasion of ; grester mumbers of the crusadars
ascended the walls; and & gate being foreed, the
streets were ahortly filled with the uaexpeeted enar
wy. The aconstomed war-ery of the Chriatians;
shouted through every quarter of the city, roused
the. inhabitants from their slumbers, and they hast-
ened to inquire the cause of the tumult; bat pes
rished. under the swords of the enemy before they
conld Jearn the origin of their danger. The xas-
saere was long and bloody, and when the standard
of Bohemend, displeyed on the walls, informed
the remsinder of the army thet the place was wom;
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multitades rushed in ; and;- though they could not

now partake in the glory of the enterprise, deter-

‘mined to have their full shdre in the work of
slaughter and pillage. In that one terrible night,

the blood of ten thousand slanghtered citizens

‘washed the streets of Antioch ; and satisfied with

their success, though the citadel yet remained un-

‘taken, the Christians prepared to enjoy the luxu-

ries of their new dominion. The unfortunate

Baghisian, finding himself betrayed, had fled, the

moment he found resistance was of no avail, and
was hastening alone to summon Kerboga to his

protection ; but on his way he was met by some

-Armenians, who, recognising the miserable prince,

spproached him, and one of them seizing his

sword, plunged it into his bosom, and carried his

‘bleeding head as a sure passport to the favour of

the conquerors. The baser Phirouz—who ascrib- -
ed the whole of his conduct to a vision, which he
affirmed he hag seen, of Jesus Christ, and to the
command which was then given him——was largely
rewarded for the share he had taken in the capture
of the city, and formally renewed his profession of
the Christian faith. To finish his story at once, he

safterwards went to Jerusalem with the crusaders,

but again changed his religion, and died detested

wherever his name was known, leaving a memory

loaded with the blackest infamy.

The rejoicings of the conquerors were not long
uninterrupted. The dreaded foe, who had precis
pitated the Christian chiefs into the design of ob-
taining possession of Antioch, was at hand ; and
his name, rendered terrible by the number of his
battles, struck consternation into the hearts of - the
crusaders. From the ramparts of -the city against
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which they had so lately directed their forces as
besiegers, they saw a host approach, to protect
themselves from which, they would have to em-
ploy the same defences, and would probably perish
beneath them in the same manner as their former
enemy. On the third day after their triumph, the
soldiers of Kerboga shook their threatening spears
on the plain before Antioch. The Christian chiefs
advanced to meet them, but were repulsed with
fearful loss, and they were again punished for their
profligate waste of the plenty which they had lately
enjoyed by the most distressing want of provisions. -
To such misery were they at last reduced from
this cause, that cotemporary writers profess them-
selves unwilling to relate the frightful means they
employed to satisfy their hunger. A fatal dy-
sentery followed upon this famine. Those who pre-
served existence through all their miseries, were
able to support their emaciated bodies
along tie streets. 'The proudest knights were re-
diced to beg charity of those whom chance might
make possessors of some article of food ; and deser-
tion again began to assist with sickness in thinning
the ranks of the army. Some plunged themselves
into the moat, which defended one side of the
city ; others stole down the _ramparts by means
of ropes, and were branded in consequence with
the title of rope-dancers; but few of them lived
to blush at their shame, the sword of the Turks
completing the destruction which disease had so
effectually commenced.
At length the clamours of despair were hushed in
a death-like silence. A deep and universal stupor
prevailed through the city. All remembrance ap-

peared lost of either hope or suﬂ'enng ; and, shut-
VOL. I
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ing themaselves within their houses, the famishing
rﬁwhes laid themselves down to die, as the only
refuge they could obtain from their misery. Bug
suddenly, as if awaking from the exhaustion of a
fever to rave agsin in its phrenzy, a belief seized
them that they were the subject of miracles,
wrought either for their deliverance, or to persaade
them to make some desperate attempt to effect it.
The invention of these supposed prodigies was, of
cousse, the work of miunds still capable of deter-
* mining upon the means most likely to assist them ia
their purpoee ; but they had the effect of reality, or
of 8 dream fully believed in, on the weak apd
feverish spirits of the multitude; who listened
with an esger, bewildered earnestness to the re-
lations. An Italian priest asserted, that watching
one night in a church, he had seen Jesus Christ,
who, in company with the Virgin Mary and the
Prince of the Apostles, expressed his indignatien
#t the conduct of the crusaders. The Virgin, it wag
said, threw berself at the knees of ber son, and
besought him, with many tesrs and supplications,
to relent. “ Rise; then,” said he to the priest,
“go and tell my people that I will again have
mercy on them ; declare to them that if they will
return to me, the day of their deliverance is at
band.” Another priest, of Marseilles, appeared
before the assembly of chiefs, to tell them that he
had had a vision of Saint Andrew three times in 8
dream. ¢ Go,” said the Apostle, ¢ to the church
of my brother Peter at Antioch. Near the chief
altar, you will find, under ground, the iron head of
the lance which pierced the side of our Redeemer.
* In three days, this instrument of eternsl salvasion
will' be manifest to his disciples. That mpatic
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on, carried at the head of the army, will effect
the deliverance of the Christians, and pierce the
heart of -the Infidels!” ' :
The circumstances under which they were now
placed, induced the chiefs to listen to this strange
relation. Those who, at anether time, might have
ised it as an absurd invention, were willing

to conceal their incredulity ; and the rest, eithet
pertaking in the superstition of the multitude, ot
rendered easy of belief by exhaustion, eagerly re-
ceived it as a true indication of speedy succour.

‘Their hopes were lately grievously disappointed

by the intelligence, that the Emperor Alexis,
who was on his march towards Antioch, having
heard of their miserable condition, had tarned
beck in despair of being able to deliver them:
To the other circumstances, also, which contri-
buted to render their condition more horrible, was
added the destruction of churches and palaces,
which were set fire to by the order of Bobemond,
who thought, by that means, to drive the fugitives
from their retreats. A deputation, lastly, which
they had sent to Kerboga, with an offer to resign
the city on condition of being permitted to retura
to their own country, was scornfully rejected ; and
death or slavery seemed inevitable.

So timely a revelation, therefore, as that of the
priest of Marseilles, was not to be rejected. It
offered the only ehauce of safety which remained ;
snd Tancred swore never to forsake thé enters

0, while he could muster sixty companions.

mond, Godftey, and ene or two others, had
Hone so likewise ; and they now saw & possibility
of rallying their discomfited followers. Oa the
third day after the vision had been seen, a purty
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of twelve, compased of knights and priests, and
accompanied by several workmen, proceeded to
the church of St Peter. They dug, hewever, for
several hours, and to the depth of twelive feet,
without discovering the object of their labour.
The night had by this time set in, and the de-
spairing Christians began to lose that fervour of
faith with which they had eommenced their under-
. At last the priest Bartholemy, who had .

been favoured with the vision, descended, amid
the prayers of his companions, to search the cave
which had been dug. All at once the eacred lance
head glimmered in the doubtful light. A shout
of joy was sent up, and baving wrapped the - ve-
nerable relic in & cloth of coetly purple, the dis-
coverers admitted their wondering and gladdened
brethren to behold the instrument of their deliver-
ance. By another vision of Saint Andrew, the
priest declared that Raymond was to be the keeper
of the mystical iron, and that the day on which it
was found should be for ever after kept as a fes-
tival

The chiefs lost no time in taking advantage of
the joyful excitement which prevailed among their
followers, They exhorted them to be prepared
for shortly uttackmg the enemy, and to support
their spirits by the certainty of receiving celeetial
assistance. A deputation was then sent to Ker-
bogs, at the head of which were Count Herluin,
and Peter the Hermit, who seems by this time to
l;ave recovered all his former zeal and resolution.

ith a haughty tone and he thus addressed
the Saracen, as if mppomdgu:;mm army that conld
at & moment confound its antagonists with defeat:
¢ The Christian princes, those heroes favoured of
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Geld; " waid he, * who are now assemblell 4t Aw-
éuh,ummndyou,wnlﬁn ebreedays, to aban-
den dhis eity. These provinees, thess towns,
soatied with the blood of martyrs, ate the proper
pousessions of Christhine ; and as all Christians uré
brdthers, we ate come 1o avengh the suffetings of
shie persecuted inhabitants, and defend the heri-
tage of Christ. Heaven haos permitted thet Ane
kioch sai Jerusalem should, as a punishmunt ot
our sing, be for a time under the power of tke
fidel. Bat we have repeated, and our tesrs
have restored us to divine favour. Respect, then,
our right. We give you three days te effect your
departure. If you refuse compliance, fear the
power and vengeance of an army of which God is
the leader. But as soldiers of the cross, .we de-
sire not to steal a victory; and we offer you the
choice of a general battle, or of one waged be-
tween a certain namber of your bravest men against
a like number of Christian warriors, or, if you
will, let the contest be decided by yourself in single
combat with one of the Christian princes. ”
Kerboga listened to this address in astonish-
ment; and, manifesting the most contemptuous dis-
regard of the Hermit's threats, replied, that « it
was not for men in the situation of the Christians
to offer conditions. They had only to choose be-
tween slavery and death.” So saying, and pre-
venting Peter’s attempt to reply, he had them
driven from his presence. On their return to An-
tioch, the reception they had met with was eagerly
demanded by the anxious Christians ; but Godfrey
prudently stopped the discouraging recital, and
Joined with his brother chiefs in exhorting them to
prepare for battle on the next day. All was im-
x2
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mediately bustle and confusion, The spirit ' which
bad formerly animated them returned. They col-
Jocted their arms, sharpened their swords and
Jances, and repaired their armour, whilst those who
bad been fortunate enongh to gain any supply of

‘food, went about and shared it with their less

bappy brethren. About midnight the busy hum
of martial preparation was changed into the so-
Jemn murmur of devotion. A hundred thousand
crussders bowed their knees in humble confession,
and partook in the sacrifice of the mass.
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CHAPTER XL

DEFSAT OF THE SARACENS BEFOAR ANTIOCH==THE CRUSADERS
APPROACH JERUSALEM, .

Juxe 28. On the morning of the following
day—that of Saint Peter and Saint Paul—all
the troops were assembled under their respec-
tive banners, and the Bishop of Puy, and other
prelates and ecclesiastics, clad in white robes, and
bearing a cross, walked through the ranks,*ex-
horting the soldiers to continue firm in their holy
contest, and assuring them of a triumph both tem-
poral and eternal. The whole army, consisting of
six battalions, each of which was divided into two
parts, then moved toward the river. The infantry
took the lead, and Count Hugo bad the command
of the first squadron. After him went Godfrey,
who was followed by the Counts of Flanders and
Normandy. Then came Adhemar with the sol-
diers of Raymond, who was obliged, by & wound
lately received, to remain behind, and commit the
custody of the holy lance to his chaplain, who
now bore it to the battle. Tancred led the fifth
division, and Bohemond commanded a body of
reserve ; the disabled Raymond having it in charge
to defend the city, if attacked. :

" Baut this army, though consisting of the bravest
knights and the best soldiers of Christendom,
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would have seemed, to a casual observer, little
calculated to contend with the forces of the proud
Saracen. All the horses which could be collected
amounted only to three hundred, and most of the
knights were, therefore, obliged to appear on foel,
or, as many did, on camels and asses. Even God-
frey himself, the leader of a squadron, and one of
their most renowned heroes, only possessed a horse
by obtaining the loan of one from Raymond. The
Duke of Normandy was forced to beg -the samg
favour, or he must otherwise have fought on foot.
But these disadvantages, as well as the weakness
which so generally oppressed the soldiers fromt
their late want of provisions, were overbalanced -by
the enthusiasm and confidence which tmivérsdlly
inspired them, and by the concord which prevailed
among their chiefs. The experienced Kerboga,
aware of the strength which his hitherto despised
enemy derived from this circumstance, looked with
a doubtful eye upon his vast and splendid arma-
ment. Owing to the rivalships which existed be-
tween the different Turkish princes, he could de-
pend with no éertainty upon their co-operation, if
any thing should occur to awaken their pride ot
{:s:ousy. ‘When intelligence, therefore, was brought
him that the Christian army was advancing, a sen-
sation of fear was mixed with the astonishment
which the tidings occasioned ; and he despatched
8 message to the chiefs, offering to decide the con-
test by a single combat. But the Christians were
‘now as disinclined to risk their success on such a
chance, as they were anxious to do 80, a few hours
before ; and they returned an answer, signifying
their determination to place thefr trust in the God
of battles, and await the issue of a general combat.
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: The Saracen, therefore, immediately prepared
for the onset, and the Christians were beset by nu-
merous bands of his boldest troops, who endea-
‘voured to cut off one part of the army from ano-
ther. But urged on by the prayers and exhorta-
tions of the clergy, many of whom had posted
themselves on the ramparts, and by the sight of
their wives and children, who joined their voices
with those of the priests, the crusaders passed
forward with irresistible courage, fearlessly march-
ing through the conflagration of vast heaps of hay
sad stubble with which the enemy had beset them,
and striking down whoever opposed their passage.
In this manner they proceeded towards the moun-
tains, the principal fury of the infidels being di~
rected against that part of the forces which pos«
sessed the sacred lance ; ¢ but,” says the piouns chap-
lain who bore it, “not & man of them was wound-~
ed—not an arrow struck them, but fell harmless to
the earth. * In the mean time,” says the same
suthor, “ God senta shower of small, but odoriferous
and gratefal rain upon the host, thus comforting
and refreshing his people ; for whoever it touched
felt inspired with new strength, and went forth re-
joicing as if he had been nourished in celestisl
palaces.” Nor was this, it is asserted, the only
miracle which was wrought in favour of the Chris-
tians.t The horses, which had scarcely received
any food for seven days, failed not in vigour to
the end of the battle; and the army itself, which
at first appeared smaller than that of the enemy,
was wonderfully enlarged by the Lord. The same
belief in the interposition of heaven remained from

* Raimond de Agiles. + Idem.
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the beginning to the end of the combat ; snd Saint
George, Saint Theodore, and Saint Maurice were
said to have been seen fighting in the ranks, clad
like knights, but showing their angelic nature by
the excessive lustre of their armour, and the re~
sistless might with which they hewed down the
Moslem. :
- The force which these feelings gave to the Chris-
tian arms was soon experienced by the Saracen
chiefs. One after the other was obliged to give
way before the faithful Tancred, the invincible
Godfrey, and the rest of the distinguished knights;
who all vied with each other in the glory of the
day. At length the example of the Emir Sock-
man, who fought with the same bravery and de-
votion for the crescent as the Christians did for
the cross, animated the sinking epirits of his as-
sociates, and a desperate attack was made upod
the body of reserve, commanded by Bobemend.
The assault was unexpected, and pressed with
such fary, that that important part of the crus
saders’ army was beginning to give way, whes
Godfrey flew to its assistance, and in a little tims
the Saracens were totally routed: They endea-
voured for a moment to rally on the mountains;
but were immediately pursued by the impetuous
conquerors ; and Kerboga, who had beheld the dis-
eomfiture of his forces from the lofty station on
which he had fixed his tent, fled in dismay towards
the Euphrates. The superior horses of the Moslem
cavelry enabled a part of his army to elude the
pursuit of the Christians ; but Tancred continwed
to follow them till sunset ; and bundreds fell undes
the hands of the Syrian and Armenian Christians,
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who rashed upen them in different parts of theix
rout. St

The wealth which the conquerors found in the

eamp of the enemy was immense. The jewels of
gold and silver, which are represented as forming
part of the spoil remind us of the heaps of pre-
cious ornaments which strewed the field of Canna.
Horees, camels, and piles of stores, also met their
joyful eyes wheresoever they turned ; and they only
ceased from the pleasure of taking possession of
their booty, to gaze with wonder and delight on
the glittering tent of Kerboga. That superb edi-
fice, the whole of which was covered with the
most costly silks, was of such extent, that in the
apurtments which surrounded the space occupied
by the chief, two thousand men might be lodged
with convenience. The sight of all these magnis
ficent trophies of their victories, and the quantity
of provisions with which they were suddenly sup-
phied, were dangerous to the order and sober bear~
ing of men who bad for several weeks been suf-
fering all the hardships of a besieged town. The
Bishop of Puy, therefore, undertook the pious task
of exhorting them to enjoy their triumph with
temperance and moderation ; and he went through
the camp clad in his helmet and coat of mail,
mingling his prayers with tears of holy gratitude,
and bearing along with him the sacred lance, tha.t
powerful instrument of their victory.

The effeet of this unexpected event on the minds
of the Mahometans of Antioch and its neighbour~
heod was prodigious. A faith not supperted by
the clearest evidence of reason is always as un-

siable as any other product of the imagination. So
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eonfident had the Moslems been of their prophet’s
assistance, so sure that he would destroy the
Christian army, that when Kerboga was seen urg-
ing his rapid flight across the desert, numbers of
them renounced their religion and became disciples
of the cross. Their conversion was, perhaps, a8
little sincere or productive of good, as the belief of
the thousands who, pretending to war for the glory
of God, gave themselves over to every species of
licentiousness ; but it served well to indicate the
state of mind in which the worshippers of the pro-
phet fought under his standard, and to prove, that,
8o far as religious enthusissm was concerned, both
Christians and Mahometans were subject to a sis
milar excitement, and to the same kind of varia~
tions in its influence. We have every reason to
suppose, that there never was a large body of pro-
fessing Christians in which so many disbelievers
could be found as among the boasting hosts of the
erusaders ; for, whenever want and suffering assail-
ed them, they appear to bave lost all soberness of
trust and devotion ; and in the season of plenty and
repose, licentiousness reigned, to such a complete
snnihilation of all moral feeling, that it is impossible
to regard the men who committed it as retaining
their Christian faith. :
The want of good policy among their leaders
was again apparent after the victory of Antioch.
The people, exalted to 'a height of confidencs
which would have rendered them invincible, ear-
begged to be led immediately to Jerusalem.

Bat the chiefs had private views to conzult before
they could proceed on their enterprise ;and it
may be remarked throughout the history of the
crusades, that while the multitude were impelled
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by a thoughtless and determined enthusi-
their superiors had always a regardto per-
. aafoty or aggrandizement, which tempered
liveliness of their zeal. So far, indeed, does
is appear to have been the case, that the readi-
nees with which many of them took the cross may
be fairly ascribed to the situation of their estates,
their want of employment for numerous bands of
retainers, and the chance which the Holy War seem-
ed to offer, eitber of new possessions, or of booty
which would enable them to return to Eurape in
weajth and splendour. This selfish spirit had als |
ready shone forth in Baldwin and Bohemond ; and
not. & few of the inferior knights had manifested an
equal eggerness to provide for themselves on the
first occasion which might offer. In the present
instance, however, the cause of the sscred sepul-
chre suffered materially from .the prevalence of
this disposition. The Counts of Hainault and
Varmandois were deputed to call upon Alexis for
his promised assistance ; and for that purpose set
ot for Constantinople, The former perished on.
the way, but the latter arrived safely at the sup-
posed end of his journey; and having remained
there a short time, proceeded to Europe, withont.
sending any message to his brethren, to inform-
them either of his defection, or of the result of his
mission. Bohemond, on the other band, had been
installed, according to his, original stipulation, as.
prince of the congnered city ; and the surronnding.
provinces were well fitted to excite the cupidity
of avaricious nobles and adventorous knights, -
The consequence of all this was a determina-
tion, on the part of the chiefs, to defer their march
to Jerusalem till the autumn, the alleged reason:

VOL. I. Y
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for the delay being the extreme heat, and wm-
healthiness of the season. But people unused to
Juxury, and who, from being unaccustomed to in-
activity, are lisble to sink into sloth, or burst out
into a Jawless triumph over morality, are exposed
to much less peril in the most difficult of enter-
prises, than when resting idly in a camp. A con-
tagion of a destructive nature shortly made its ap-
mnneo among the crusaders. Their numbers
been increased by new forces from Europe ;
and in the crowded city and its neighbourhood,
disease sent thousands and tens of thousands to
the grave. Among those who thus perished, were
several warriors of distinction; and in Adhemar,
the Bishop of Puy, the army lost one of its most
powerful and conscientious supporters. o
-Some relief to their sufferings was sought in a
determination of the chiefs to explore the sur-
rounding provinces. By this measure the multi-
tude became divided ; and the quarrels which were
daily arising between Bohemond, Raymond and
others, were for a short time effectually stopped.
But the winter approached before they were a-
ware, and bad and threatening weather made them
again doubtful whether it would be prudent-to
recommence their march. A supposed sign from
heaven, however, revived their doubtfal courage.
In the middle of the night, the watchmen on the
city walls gazed with awe upon a globe of fire
that wrapped half the sky in flames. The city
was awakened by their cries of awe, wonder and
delight; and multitudes assembled to admire and’
interpret the sublime vision. :
- But things were far from being in the state in
which they ought to have been, -with so many
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brave and’Christian knights at the head of the
armament. Much blood had been spent in the
separate- expeditions which had been lately un-
dertaken ; and the town of Marra was conquer-
od at the expense of every quality of humanity.
Were the recitals given respecting the siege and
conquest of that place found only in the writings
of infidels, we should at once rank them with'the
most detestable slanders ; but their truth anforta-
nately is rendered probable by their being the as-
sertions of Christian authors; and -of those who
enlogized the crusaders as the most faithfual ser-
vants of God. We should, however, derive little’
profit from enumerating the barbarities committed
on several of these occasions, and the state of
feeling to which the Christians were reduced,
after committing their deeds of wild ferocity, may’
be sufficiently understood from our simply stating
the fact, that after having made themselves mas-:
ters of Marra, they banqueted on the dead bodies:
of their enemies,—an instance of terrible savage-
ness, which not even the extremity of famine can’
sufficiently account for. 'The absence of Godfrey
also, who wus on a visit' to his brother Baldwin,
and the bitter dislike which existed against Bohe=
mond, on account of his possession of Antioch,’
and the obstinacy with which Raymond was press-:
ing the siege of Archas, as a means of private ad-
vantage, greatly weakened the forces, and dissi-
pated on inferior objects the energy which should:
Lave been reserved for the great end of their ex-
pedition. Several circumstances occurred during
this interval, which served to agitate their minds,
sad afford fresh indications of the power which
the grossest superstition exercised upon their un<
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derstandings. It was at the siege of Afchas tha¢
the miraculous nature of the lance-head begen to
be openly doubted. Raymond had imprudenty
endeavoured to make it a source of honour and
t exclusively to himself; this awakened the
Jealousy of the other chiefs, and at last he found
that the whole story was treated with contempt
by some, and with doubt by all. Bartholemy,
however, still asserted, and probably believed, the
holiness of the relic. As a proof of his sincerity,
he offered to expose himself to an ordeal of fire.
A large pile was constructed of inflammable ma-
terials, and a narrow path being made in the midat
of it, it was then set on fire. The undoubting
priest passed through the blazing alley, and ap-
peared unharmed before the wondering spectators ;
but the next day he perished in the most dread-
ful agonies. The lance was, shortly after this
event, forgotten, and Count Raymond left to seek
another mode of increasing his importance.
A.D.1099. Butin the early part of March, all
the chiefs of the Christian army were assembled in
Laodices, and found that their united forces a~
mounted to no more than about twenty thousand
foot and fifteen hundred horse. When it is re-
membered that three hundred thousand soldiers,
ardent in the pursuit of conquest, had lately fol-
lowed the banner of the'cross, it requires no refer-
ence of the difficulties which opposed their pro-
to give an idea of their sufferings. Never
did such multitudes perish under the hardships to
which war exposes its deluded votaries. The mi-
series, however, which had so greatly diminished
the numbers of the army, were now much less to
be dreaded. A fleet from Bologna brought large



AND THE CRUSADES. 269

quantities of provisions, aud it was to attend them
88 near as possible on their route ; while the forces,
being at present composed of the choicest men;
and- of those who had been long tried in the
worst times without shrinking, had much greater
strength as an army than the vast and ungovern-
able multitude which had besieged Antioch.
Their course towards the Holy City was at-
tended with little difficulty. They subdued, either
by force, or by the terror which their name in-
spired, the different Emirs who ventured to oppose
a temporary barrier to their progress. Tripoli,
Tyre and Sidon, trembled at their hosts of glitter-
ing spears ; and, as they proceeded, the towers of
Acre, with its rich storehouses and strong bul-
warks, rose before them—the most tempting and
the most important prize which had yet offered
itself to their view. If they had possessed any
prudence, the siege of this place would have been
undertaken as an essential part of their enterprise.
It has always been regarded as the strongest safe-
guard to Palestine, indeed as being essential to the
defence of that country, both onaccount of its power-
ful fortifications, and its safe and almost inexhausti-
ble granaries. But the ardour which now inspired
the crusaders would not suffer them to pause,
though the delay was necessary to their future
saccess. Jerusalem was within a few days journey;
and had they even believed, that their route would
be followed by a horde of lions, they wounld not
have stopped to provide against their attack. Pri-
vate feuds, the ambition and avarice of the chiefs,
are represented as entirely disappearing under the
strong excitement with which the Holy City was
looked for ; and they were satisfied with a pro-
Y2
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mise given by the Emir of Accon, of Acre, that
if Jerusalem should surrender, he would imme-
diately resign the keys of his city. The same as-
surance was given by other governors ; and, con-
tented with these promises, they hastened ' their
march till they entered upon the wild and moum-
tainous district in the midst of which Jerusalem
once raised its marble domes and spires, the glory
of the whole earth. Lydda and Ramla, ‘two
small cities on the way, fell immediately inte
their hands ; and having expelled from their minds
8 slight feeling of terror at the remembrance of
what they bad suffered before Antioch, they de-
termined on attempting the capture of the- Hely
City without further delay. Ramla is but tén
leagues from Jerusalem, and Emmaus, which they
next reached, is but sixty farlongs. At this latter
place, some Christians came from Bethlehem to hail
the approach of the crusaders, and to implore their
assistance. The chivalrous and noble-hearted Tan-
cred heard their entreaties, and determined on
rendering them the succour which, as a soldier of
the cross, he was bound to give, whenever it might
be demanded. In the night, he proceeded to the
birth-place of our Saviour, attended by a band of
bold and devout followers ; and in the same hour in
which Cbrist was born, the victorious believer plant-
ed his banner on the walls of the conquered town.
It was with the most eager impatience the cru-
saders expected the return of day to pursue their
march to the very gates of Jerusalem. Long and
, perilous had been their pilgrimage. They had
undergone miseries which had mowed down near
three hundred thousand of their brethren. Pro-
digies had attended them on their way, and their
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ranks had been sifted of the weak, the wavering;
and the faithless. Whatever temptation they had
felt to turn back was now conquered ; the doubts
which once assailed their belief in the special fa-
vour of God, vanished in the solemn impressions
which the surrounding scenes made upon their
bearts. They had passed over deserts, vanquish-
ed myriads of fierce and powerful foes, and now
saw before them the reality of that holy vision
which had haunted them in their native land, and
been their only support and consolation, when
sufferings worse than death had bowed their sp
rits to the earth. Even the coldest and the least
devout among them could not contemplate his
Ppresent sitnation without being deeply and strong-
ly moved. He was resting near the holiest spot
of all the earth; and he was about either to
triamph, and be counted among the men who
were blessed for the valour of their arms, or to
make bis grave where the whole land was
with the dews of Paradise. The least enthusias- .
“ tic of mankind, after a long series of trying anxie-
ties and dangers, could hardly resist such an ap-
peal to the imagination.

The Christians passed the hours of this last
night of their pilgrimage in watching; and celes-
tial phenomena appeared to give additional solem-
nity to their reflections. The moon was eclipsed,
and seemed covered with a bloody veil ; and as
they looked upon the portentous sign, a hundred
anxious voices repeated, from one part of the camp
to the other, the interpretation which the priests
-gave of the appearance. At length the night grew
near its close, and with the earliest speck of day
thecmadenbegmthexrmmhtothecny The



273 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

scenery round about Jerusalem, according to the
accounts of all who have visited Palestine, is wild
and picturesque in the extreme. Rugged and pre-
cipitous rocks rise above valleys of great beauty
and luxuriousness. In the happier times of the
land those dark precipices were clothed with the
fruitful olive, and the rich and gracefal vine ; while
the small plains and valleys which they enclosed
flourished with glorious Tmests of corn and
fruit. But the ravages of war bad not been
more destructive to the cities of Judea, than to
the surrounding territory. That patient culture,
which had clothed the steepest mountains with ver-
dure, was discontinued when the old inhabitants- of
the land were expelled by the sword of the enemy.
The barren rocks, no longer covered with the scan-
ty eoil with which art and industry had concealed
eome of their ruggedness, presented in many pla-
ces a wild picture of desolation ; and the crusaders
were, by turns, awed and delighted as they contem-
plated the savage chasm, the stern and gloomy
mountains, or the few intervening tracks which
were still beautified with flowing springs, "and
groves of mulberry and olive trees.
But every eye was strained to catch the first
sight of the Holy City; and at length Jerusalem
rose before them in all its sacred majesty. A ery
of exultation announced the triumphant joy with
which it was beheld. The knights threw them-
,selves from their horses, and every soldier in the
army prostrated himself upon the earth, to adore
his God and Redeemer. Floods of tears bedewed
the ground where they knelt ; their breasts heaved
with the most tumultuous sighs ; and their stony

\
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bearts, says the historian, * were taken away, and
replaced by hearts of flesh. When they arose they
baréd their feet, as if they were treadmg on the
altar of God; and, weeping sometimes for joy,
and at other times in the deep anguish of penitence,
they proceeded towards the gates of the city.

The feelings which thus affected the crusaders
were natural to their situation and the staté of
their minds. But no person, perhaps, of ordinary
susceptibility could contemplate the same scenes
without similar emotions. The accounts given by
travellers of later times confirm this opinion. * Ha-
giopolis!” says Doctor Clarke, ¢ exclaimed a Greek
in the van of our cavalcade; and, instantly throw-
ing himself from his horse, was seen upon his
knees, bare-headed, facing the prospect he sur-
veyed. -Suddenly the sight burst upon us all.:
The effect prodaced was that of perfect silence
throughout the whole company. Many of our
E::y, by an immediate impulse, took off their

, a8 if entering a church, without being sen-
sible of s0-doing. The Greeks and Catholics shed
torrents of tears ; and presently beginning to cross
themselves, with unfeigned devotion, asked if they
might be permitted to take off the covering fronr
their feet, and proceed bare-footed, to the Holy
Sepulchre. We had not been prepared for the
grandeur of the spectacle which the city alone ex-
hibited. Instead of a wretched and ruined town,
by some described as the desolated remnant of Je-
rusalem, we beheld, as it were, a flourishing and
stately metropolis, presenting a magnificent assem-
blage of domes, towers, palaces, churches, and mo-

¢ Robertus Monachus.
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nasteries; all of which, glittering in the sun'wrays,
shone with inconceivable splendour. ” * :

The account which the Jewish historian has
left us of Jerusalem and its fortifications. in his
time, enables us to form some idea of the advan-
tages which it possessed by nature as a place of
defence, and of the manner in which it had been
rendered almost impregmable by the skill and per-
severance of its original inhabitants. ¢ The city
of Jerusalem,” says he,} ¢ was fortified with three
walls on such parts as were not encompassed with
unpassable valleys ;, for in sach places it hath but
one wall. The city was built upon two hills,
which are opposite to one another, and bave a
valley to divide them asunder ;—at which valley
the corresponding rows of houses on beth hills
end. Of these hills, that which contains the up~
per city is much hlgher, and in length more direct.
Accordingly, it was called the ¢ Citadel,’ by King
David ;—he was the father of that Solomen who
built this temple at the first ;—but it is by us called
the ¢ Upper Market-place.’” But the other hill,
which is called ¢ Acra,’ and sustains the lower ci~
ty, is of the shape of a moon, when she is horn~
ed. Opver against this there was a third hill, but
natarally lower than Acra, and parted formerly
from the other by a broad valley. However, in
those times when the Asamoneans reigned, they
filled up that valley with earth, and had a mind to
join the city to the temple. They then took off
part of the height of Acra, and reduced it, to be
of less elevation than it was before, that the tem-
ple might be superior to it. Now, the Valley of

¢ Travels, vol. iv.
$+ Josephua Wnn. B, v. ehap, iv,
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the Cheese-mongers, as it was called, and was that
which we told you before distingnished the hill of
_the upper city from that of the lower, extended as
far as Siloam; for that is the name of a fountain
which hath sweet water in it, and this in great
plenty also. But on the outsides, these hills are
surroanded by deep valleys ; and, by reason of the
‘precipices to them belonging on both sides, they
are every where unpassable.

“ Now, of these three walls,” continues Jose-
phus, ¢ the old one was hard to be taken, both by
reason of the valleys, and of that hill on which it-
was built, and which was above them. But, be-
sides that great advantage, as to the place where
they were situated, it was also built very strong ;
because David and Solomon, and the following
Kings, were very zealous about this work. Now,
that wall began on the north, at the towen called
@ Hippicus,” and extended as far as the ¢ Xistus,”
a Place so called, and then, joining to the council-
house, ended at the west cloister of the temple.
But if we go the other way westward, it began at
the same place, and extended through a place call-
ed ¢ Bethso,” to the gate of the Essenes ; and af-
ter that it went southward, having its bending
above the fountain Siloam, where it also bends
again towards the east at Solomon’s Pool, and
reaches as far as a certain place which they called
“ Ophlas,” when it was joined to the eastern clois-
ter of the temple. The second wall took its be-

_ ginning from that gate, which they called ¢ Gen-
nath,” which belonged to the first wall; it only
encompassed the northern quarter of the city, and
reached as far as the tower Antonia. The begin-
ning of the third walt was at the tower Hippicus,
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whence it reached as far as the north quarter of
the city and the tower Psephinus, and then was
so far extended till it came over against the manu-
ments of Helena, which Helena was Queen ef
Adiabene, the daughter of Izates. It then ex-
tended farther to a great length, and passed by the
sepulchral caverns of the kings, and bent again a$
the tower of the corner, at the monument which
is called the ¢ Monument of the Fuller,” and joins
ed to the old wall at the valley called the ¢ Valley
of Cedron.” It was Agrippa who encompassed
the parts added to the old city with this wall,
which had been all naked before ; for as the city -
grew more populous, it gradually crept beyond its-
old limits, and those parts of it that stood north
ward of the temple, and joined that hill to the city,
made it considerably larger, and occasioned that hill,
which is called ¢ Bezetha, ’ to be inhabited also. It
lies over against the tower Antonis, but is divided
from it by a deep valley, which was dug on purpose,
and that in order to hinder the foundations of the
tower of Antonia from joining to this hill, and
thereby affording an opportunity for getting to .is
with ease, and hindering the security that arose
from its superior elevation; for which reason alse
that depth of the ditch made the elevation of the
towers more remarkable. This new built part of
the city was called ¢ Bezetha’ in our langnage,
which, if interpreted in the Grecian language, may
be called ¢ the new city.’ Since, therefore, its
inbabitants stood in need of a covering, the father
of the present king, and of the same name with
him, Agripps, began that wall we spoke of ; but
he left off building it when he had only laid the
foundation, out of the fear he was in of Claunding
Ceesar, lest he should suspect that so strong a wall
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was bails, in order to make some innovation ir
public affairs; for the city could no way have been’
taken if that-wall bad been finished in the manner
it was begun ; as its parts were ‘connected toge-
ther by stones twenty cabits long, and ten cubits
beoad, which ceuld never have been either easily
wadermined by any iron tools, or shaken by.any
enpimes. 'The wall was, however, ten cubits wide;
and:it would probably have had a height greater
than that, had not his zeal who began it been hin-
dered from exerting itself. - After this it was erect~
od. ‘with..great diligence by the Jews, as high as
twenty cubits, above which it had battlements of
two’ eubits, and turrets of three cubits altitude,
imomuch that the entire altitude extended as far
a8 swenty-five cuabits. - '
-u% Now the towers that were upon it were twen~
z‘ubm in breadth and twenty cubits in height ;.
y were square-and solid, as was the wall itself,
wherein the niceness of the joints and the beauty
of:the stones were no way inferior to the holy
bouse itself. Above this solid altitude of the tow=
ers; which was twenty cubits, there were rooms of
great: magnificence, and over -them upper Tooms,
mnd. cisterns to receive rain-water. They were
nmny in number, and'the steps by which yon as-
oended up to them were every one broad. Of these
tewers then the third wall had ninety, and the
spuves between them weve each two hundred cu-
bits ;- but-in the middle wall were forty towers, .
i the- old wall was parted into sixty, while the
whole - compass of the city was thmy-three fur-
loags. Now the third- wall was all of it wonder--
fl ; yet wasithe tower Psephinus elevated above:
it at:the nortlwest.corner,: and there Titus pitch-’
VoL. I. z
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ed his own tent ; for being soventy cubite Mgh, It
both afferded a prospect of Arabia at sun-rising,
as well as it did of the utmost limits of ' the He-
brew possessions at the sea westward. Mareover,
it was an' octagon, and over agminst it was the
tower Hippicus; and hard by two others wers
ereeted by King Herod, in the old wall. These
were, for largeness, besuty and strength, beyond
all that were in the habitable earth ; fer besides
the magnanimity of his nature, and his magnific
ceace towards the city on other occasions, be buitt
these after such an extraordinary manner, to gra.
tify his own private affections, and dedicated thess
towers to the memeory of those-three persons whe
had been the dearest to him, and from whom bhe -
pamed them. They were his brother, bis friend, and
his wife. This wife be had slain, out of his love, and
jealousy ; the other two he lost in 'war, as they wers
courageously fighting. Hippicus, so named from his
friend, was square; its length and bresdth were
each twenty-five cubits, and its height thirty, and
it had no vacuity in it.—Over this solid building,
which was composed of great stones united toge-
ther, there was a reservoir twenty cubits deep;
~over which there was a house of two stories, whoss
beight was twenty-five cubits, and- divided inte se-
veral parts ; over which were battlements of two
cubits, and -turrets all round of three cubits bigh;
insomuch that the entire height added together.
. smounted to fourseore cubits. The second tower,
which he named frem his brother Phasselus, had
its breadth and its height equal, each of them forty
cubits ; over which was its solid height of forty
cubits ; .over which a <cloister went round about,
whose height was ten cubits, and it was covered



AND THE CRUSADES. 2 )

from enemics by breast-works and bulwarks. There
was aleo built ever that oloister another tower,
parted into meguificent rooms, and a place for
bathing ; 8o thas this tower wanted nothing thas
wight make it appear to be a royal palace. It was
aleo.adorned wish battlements and turrets, more
than was the foregoing, and the entire altitude was
sbout ninety cubits ; the appearance of it resem
bled the tower of Pharus, which exhibited a fire
to such as sailed to Alexandria, but was much
larger than i incompass. The third tower was Mari~
amne, for that was the queen’s name ; it was solid
as high as twenty cubits; its breadth and its length
were twenty eubits, and were equal to each other;
its upper buildings were more magnificent, and
bad greater variety than the other towers had ; for
the king thought it most proper for him to adora
that. which was denominated from his wife, better
than those denominated from men, as those were
built stroager than this that bore his wife’s name.
The entire height of this tower was fifty cubits.

“ Now as these towere were so very tall, they
appeared much taller by the place on which they
steod ; for that very old wall wherein they were,
was built on a high hill, and was itelf a kind of
elevation that was still thirty cubits taller ; over
which were the towers situsted, and thereby were
made much higher to appearance. The largeness
aleo of the stones was wonderful ; for they were
not made of common amall stones, nor of such
large ones only as men could cury, but they were
of white marhle, cut out of the rock; each stone
was.twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth,
and five in depth. They were so exactly united
10 one another, that each tower looked like one
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entire rock of stede; so grewing .nntésally, and
afterwards cus by the hands of - the -artificers imto
their present shape and. cerners ; o little, or net
at all, did their joints or cennexion appear. - Now,
ss these towers were themselves on the north side
of - the wall, the king. had & palace inwardly shere-
¢o adjoined, which exceeds all my ability to do-
scribe it for it was 8o very curieus, as 10 waut ne
<ost or okill in its construction, but was entirely
walled-sbout, to the height of thirty eabits, and
was adorned with tewers at equal - distances; and
with large bed-chmben, thet would contain beds
for a bundred guests a-piece, in which the variety
of the.stones is not to be expressed; fora large
quantity of those -that were rare -of thet-kind
was collected together. - Their reofs were also
wonderful, both for the leagth-of the beams and
the. splendour of .their ornaments ; ‘the: nem-
ber oftkemmwmalsomygm,ud-tbe
wariety of. the figures that were about them was
prodigions ; their furniture was complete, andthe
greatest part of the vessels that were put in- them
were of silver and gold. There were, besides, many
porticoes, one beyond nnother, round about, sed
‘in each of these porticoes curious pillars ; yet were
all the courts that were exposed to the air every-
where grean. There were, moreover, several
groves of trees, and loag walks through them, with
deep camals and cisterns, that in several parts
were filled with brazen statues, through whieh the
water ran out, There were withal many dove-
courts of tame pigeons about the canals; but; in«
deed, it is .net possible to give a- oomplete' de-
scription of those palaces; and the very remem-
‘brance of.them is a torment to one, as putting oné
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in mind what vastly rich buildings that fire wlnell
was kindled by the robbers bad consumed. ”

The smouldering ruins of Jerusalem long re-
mained to mark the footsteps of .the Almighty's
wrath; bat at length the Emperor Adrian erected
a tower on part of Mount Sion, to which he gave
the name of Llia Capitolina, and the spot of so
many holy and wonderful occurrences remained
consecrated to pagan idolatry, till Constantine
again devoted it to the service of the true religion.
The attempts made by Julian the apostate to re.
build the temple, were all frustrated ; and whether
bymindeototherwiso,tbepropheticamofdo-
solation was irreversably fulfilled on the polluted

. Of the fate which attended Jerusalem
sfter it fell into the hands of the Mahometans, we
bave aiready spoken, and when the crusaders ar-
rived to attemnpt its recovery from the infidel, it
presented the aspect of a Turkish fortress which
concealed every vestige of former sacredness; save
sach as were impressed: by nature on the exter~
nal hills, or by imagination in the hearts of the
devout spectators. The circumference of the waila
measured about two miles and a half, * and enclos-
ed within that space the Mounts Moriah, Acra, Be-
getha, and Calvary.

When seen from the Mount of Olives, from
which it is separated by the valley of Jehosba-
phbat, it presents an inclined plane, and, conse-
quently, is on that side greatly exposed to the as-
saults of the enemy, who, by intrenching himself
on the hill, commands the whole of the city. But
the crusaders were unprovided wnth the means of

* Gibbon.
z2
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taking advantage of this circamstance ; and Hiikhar,
the caliph’s lieutenant who commanded the for-
tress, had employed every precaution:to resist the
expected attack. The gerrison consisted of forty
thousand men ; and such was the entbusissm on
the side of the Saracen inbabitants of the city, that
0o less than twenty thousand of them had ebeyed
the exbortations of their defenders and taken anms
themselves. A determined spirit of resistance
prevailed in -every class of the people, and their
confidence was raised to the greatest height, by
seeing the store-houses filled with provisions euf-
ficient to protect them for a considerable time from
want ; while the ramparts and other means of de-
fence were every hour improved ar mmed Hy
the caution of Iftikhar.

On the day sfter their arrival, tbochoflof the
Christian army taok up the positions which they in-
tended occupying with their respective foeces.. It
bad been determined in & conneil of war, that-the
city should be attacked on the northern and wes-
tern sides, and the lines extended from the Gateof
St Stephen, to the Tower of David ; the other sides
of the town being too well defended by the deep
valley of Hinnom, to give a chance of success to
the besiegers. As soon as this resolution was
formed, Godfrey took his station against the west-
ern side of the Tower of David, in which. quarter
the enemy was expected to make the most vigor-
ous resistance. Near him was Count Raymond
with his Provincials, the noble Tarered, and two
Italian Bishops. Robert of Normandy, the Counts
of Flanders and Brittany, were posted near :the
church of St Stephen, and west of them, by the gate
of the same Saint, Baldwm du Bourg and several
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other knights and barons. Raymond shortly after
changed his position, and placed his camp on the
Hill of Zion, to the great offence of many of his
companions who retained their former post. The
disposition of the troops, however, having been
thus made, the leaders bad the discouraging view
of nearly half the circumference of the city left
unencompassed by their army. Their numbers
amounted to about eighty thousand ; but the half
of these 'was composed of women, or men incapable
‘of bearing arms, and many of the rest were un-
‘provided with accoutrements.
The disputes which had for some time ex-
isted between the different princes of the Sara-
‘een dynasty, were properly regarded ad a most for-
tunate eircumstance for the Christians. - At the
time when they arrived before Jerusalem, it was
-doubtful whether the Fatimite caliph of Egypt, who
expelled the. children of Ortok frem Palestine,
-had not & greater-batred againet the Turk, his ns-
tural ally, than he had against the Christian, his old
-and inveterate enemy. On the death of the Emir
‘Ortok, his sons Sockman and Ilgazi succeeded to
4he government; but they had not reigned long,
‘when Afdal, the Sultan to Mostaali, Caliph of
Egypt, entered Asia with a large army, and haw
ing besieged and taken Tyre, proceeded agaimst
Jerusalem, which he speedily reduced, and ferced
Sockman and Ilgazi into exile. The Emir Ifthi-
kar then raceived the command of the city as the
‘lieutenant of the Caliph'; and the crusaders having
resisted all offers of an inglorious peace, it was now
left for him to make the best defence which his
‘hastily gathered forces enabled him to offer.
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CHAPTER XII

GIEGE AXD CAPTURE OF JERUSALKM, AND CONSEQUENT SLAUGE-

TRR OF THE SARACENS,—8ODFREY ELECTED PRINCE—GAINS

ZRK BATTLE OF ASCALON-—PROMULGATES HIS CELEBRATED
CODE OF LAWS,

A.D. 1099. June. THEexcitement which the fint
view of the Holy City bad occasioned, was kept wp
by the interest with which every hill and valley in
its neighbourhood was redolent. The bed of the-
wild and gloomy Cedron, which was: dry in sam-
mer, lay at their feet. In the awful valley of Hin-
nom, the flames of the beathen sacrifice still seem~
ed to rise, and point it out as the Gehenna, the
type of the eternal prison, and above it rose the
hill of Sion, recalling to their memory all the pro~
mises which its King had made his people of an.
everlasting trinmph. The Mount of Olives and
Calvary had lost nothing of their solemn grandear
by the lapse of a thousand years. If not still
marked by the footsteps or the blood of the Son of
God, they could never be divested of the conse-
cration which his presence had bestowed ; and over
them, and over the whole scene on which the pil-
grims fixed their devout gaze, the ancient glory of
the land seemed still diffused—dim and shadow-
like, it is true, but making them feel, in the depths
of their hearts, that Divinity had once been present
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'd:ereyu it htd ‘never been on any other spot of
the universe.

Four days bad scarcely passed, when the impa-
‘tience of the army to commenee the assault could
no longer be restrained. Besides the influence
‘which the enthusiastic contemplation of the objects
around them had on their feelings, they were fur-
‘ther moved by the affecting spectacle of large
pumbers of Christians who had escaped from Jerw-
salem, and eame to detail the dteadfal i
‘which they had endured: under the infidel: With
the -most eamest - exhortations they besought the
crusaders to attack the enemy immediately; and to
the prayers of tha multitude, a venerable hermit,
who dwelt on the Mount of Olives; added his seo-
“lemn assurance, that they would infallibly:triumph
‘notwithetanding their wantfof all the means neces--
sary fer an sssault on a-strongly -fortified town.
“Thus encouraged, on the fifth day fremx their arri-
val, they made a-desperate attempt to storm the ram-

Protected by their bucklers, they sueceed-
‘edj by inecredible exertions of strength and courage,
in foreing the outward barrier. But the inner wall
defied their efforts. The only scaling ladder which
‘they possessed,’served but to aid a few dauntless
‘assailants to ascend, who instantly perished by the
swerd. of the Moslem. Courage and eathusiasm
‘were in vain exerted against barriers sarmountable
only by an -army well furnished with the meams
‘preper for sach a warfare ; and the erusaders
were at length obliged to retire to their camp, de-
ploring the loss of many brave companions and the
‘disgrace of -a-defeat.
- Hitherto they bad felt only a holy exultation
-#t being within -view of the sacred city. Sea-
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sations of a far different kind  now. begsa -tp
be felt. The repulse they had met with filled
them with the most discoursging thoughts, for
they now found the impoesibility of sncceeding
in taking the city without constructing machines ;
and for this purpose they had neither wood nor
any thing else. The little timber which they ob~
tamed by the destruction of whatever buildings lay
within their reach, was insufficient ; and the rocky
hills around them furnished few or no trees which.
could be applied to their present service. They
bad the gloomy prospect, therefore, of being oblig-
ed to remain where they were, till either a miracle,
or some occurrence almost equally wonderful, shonld
aid their arms.

. But it was not their impatience only to ento:
.the Holy City which rendered this circumstance
distressing. They had arrived in Palesting when
the burning heats of summer converted the whole
land into a desert, drying up every spring and
brook that watered the valleys, and leaving the
fainting traveller to perish under the glaring cland-
less sky. The fountain of Siloa afforded them a¢
intervals a scanty supply of water; but it was .
speedily exbausted; and the enemy had teken carp
to prevent their dermng any benefit from the re-
servoirs in the neighbourhood, by peisening them
before their arrival in the country. But no fear
of poison, or disgust st the most fetid swells, conld
turn them from the precious liquid wherever it wasto
be found. Day after day, and night after night, they
explored the rocky fastnesses around them; and
when water was found, the discoverer was able
.to obtain almost any price for a scanty dranght.
The same sufferings as had been experienced dur-
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ing the #lege of Antioch sgain oppressed them.
The camp resounded with groans and wild suppli-
cations for rain. But the heavens shone on in
their flerce unchangeable brightness, and the air
became - thick and heavy with infectious smells
from the carcasses of the horses and other animals
that were daily perishing, and patrifying on the
ground.

The sight of Jerusalem alone kept the crusaders,
on this occasion faithful to their vows; and their
constancy was rewarded by the arrival of succours,
brought by a fleet from Genoa, which had enter-
ed the port of Joppa. Among other stores which
it brought, were instruments fdr constructing ma-
chines and engines wanted in the siege, and Ge-
noese carpenters and engineers accompanied these °
valuable articles. It was not without some diffi-
enlty, however, that the stores thus opportunely
sent were conveyed to the camp. The .vessels
which brought them were attacked and destroyed’
by the infidel ; and it was only by the valour of a
detachment of crusaders sent to Joppa for the pur-
pose, that they were finally rescued from the hands'
of the enemy. -

- The spirits of the sinking warriors were greatly.
revived at the view of this timely succour. Timber
was now the only thing wantéd to enable them to
ptosecute the attack with every hope of success;
and it was not long before this was discovered in
abundance about the heights which rise in the
woody district of Naplosa. The merit of the im-
portant discovery is variously attributed to Tancred
and a Syrian who attended the Christian forces.
It seems most probable that the honour belongs to
both ; the latter baving, perbaps, by his knowledge’
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of the country, pointed the forest out ; and the' for
mer, in the spirit of enterprise for which he wss
noted, having first led his detachment ‘to tbe spet;
and commenced filling the sacks. * .

As soon as a sufficient quantity of nmber +o
commence the constraction of the machines had
been- transported to the camp, every soldiery antt
every knight and baron in the army, devoted hisn«
self to some laborious undertaking. * Yowers, ca-
tapultas, battering-rams, and other warlike instru-
ments, were quickly constructed, and fitted for the
purpose of immediate assanlt. Water: was sought
for at greater distances, and with more tesvlatiom; .
and-the beasts which bad died were stripped of
their skins, which were used to cover the machines,
and pretect them from the fire with w!neh tbe be-
neged might assail them. -

Every effort; in the mean time, was mude bydno
prelates and other ecclesiastics in the army, to
unite the ehiefs in the closest amity ; and the Hui-
mit of Mount Olivet again appeared ‘befort ‘ them
to direct their proceedings by his spiritual cown--
sels. He exhorted them to imitate the Jews of
old, when, by Divine command, they marched rownd-
Jericho, the walls of ‘which fell at the seund of
their trumpets. This advice was hearkened o ;-
and after a fast of three days, a solemn processien
took place, commencing from the valley of Heph-
raim, opposite Mount Calvary, and pausing en
Mount Olivet, from the summit 6f -which Chlst
ascended into heaven. The most striking: tokens
of brotherly union were there interchanged between

the chiefs and the rest of the erusaders; sheir

_ ® See Tasso’s romantic descnphon of tlus "Forest. 3er.
Lib, B, xvifi. - .
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hearts were warmed by the inspiriting disconrses
of the priests ; and they looked towards Jerusalem
with feelings of devotion, which seemed to them a
certain promise that they would shortly sing their
songs of trinmph within its walls.

The devotion of the Christians on the elevated
station which they had chosen, was not unobserv-
ed by the Saracens; and they hastened to insult
them, by exposing crosses on the ramparts, which
they polluted in every possible way. The zeal of
Peter the Hermit broke forth at this spectacle, and
diffused itself throughout the assembly. His ex-
hartations were interrupted by the indignant sym-
pathy of his auditors ; and he swore by their piety
and by their arms, that the reign of the infidel was
arrived at its last hour. « The army of the Lord,”
continued he, ¢ has but to appear, and that vain host
of the Moslems will be dissipated like a shadow.
They: are nqw full of pride and insolence ; but to-
morrow they will be flying in terror and confusion,
and they will be dispersed on Calvary, sinking be-
fore you like the soldiers. at the Sepulchre, who
dropped their arms, and were like dead men when
the earthquake announced the presence of the re-
awakened God. Yet a little time, and these walls,
so long the defence of the infidel, will protect a
Christian people—these mosques, which have risen
on the ruins of holy edifices, will become temples
of the living God—and Jerusalem will again hear
ouly the. praises of Jehovah”! The procession, at
the conclusion of the address, moved on ; and the.
crusaders returned to their camp, where a council
was held by the chiefs, andt.hephnofattackxm-
mediately resolved on. :

Intho.lddleof the mght Godirey, Tancred,..

VOL. L
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and the two Roberts, began their exertions by plac-
ing the immense wooden towers which they had
caused to be constructed, against the parts of the
city walls where they intended making their prin-
cipal assault. The largest of these machines were
of the same height as the ramparts, and comsisted
of three floors or stages, the lowest of which was
occupied by the engineers who had the charge of
moving the tower according to the command - of
the captain; while the other two were filled with
the men-at-arms employed in the assault. There
was a small wooden bridge also affixed to the high-
est part of the machine, and which could be turn-
ed 80 as to form a connection with the ramparts, if
the besiegers succeeded in repeling the enemy:
from their defences. It was not without consider-
able difficulty that all this was effected ; and Ray~
mond was obliged, before he could approach the
walls, to fill up the ravine which gaped on the
southern side of the city, and which he did by offer-
ing the reward of a denier to whoever should thro
three stones into the chasm. o
By the fourteenth of July, the preparations for
renewing the assanlt were complete ; and early on
the morning of that day the engagement began, by
a furious and simuitaneous discharge of missiles
from the moveable towers. Godfrey had, during-
the night, taken his post near the entrance of the
Valley of Jehosaphat, and with him fought Eus-
tache and Baldwin du Bourg. . The assault con-
tinued for some time with unabated violence; and
the chivalrous chiefs exposed themselves at the
bead of their men, as became their former profes-
sions of faith, and the enthusiasm which animated
the Christians in general. But the resolution of
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the.enemy, and the caution with which he had
made his preparations, seemed to render him proof
sgainst the sacred fury of the faithfal. The boil-
ing oil which was rsined down upon the assaile
ants, defied their attempts to approach the walls,
even under the protection of their serried shields;
end the Greek fire which was hurled without
ceasing against the wooden citadels, speedily re-
duced that of Raymond and other inferior ma-
chines to rain. .

The doubtful fate which thus, for a second time
bung over the crasaders in their assault of the
Holy City, filled them with apprehension. Their
courage was on the point of yielding to deepair;
and after a strife of twelve hours, they were ob-
liged to return to their camp, many of them, among
whom were Robert of Normandy, and the Count
- of Flanders, mournfully exclaiming, that the Lord
judged them unworthy of worshipping at his-holy
sepuichre. *

With the return of day, the besiegers recovered
somewhat of their hope and confidence. The con-
flict was commenced with equal bravery, on both
sides, as on the preceding day. The Christians
flung their javelins, and masses of heavy stones,
with such incessant activity, that they would have
quickly forced the enemy from the ramparts, but
for the destructive effects of the Greek fire upon
their machines. They had succeeded for some
time in extinguishing it by vinegar; but this
only means of safety was now exhausted, and they
saw their lofty and heavy towers falling beneath
the flames, and crushing wmany of their bravest

® Guibert..
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warriors- under their ruins. But notwithstunding
‘the discouraging aspect which affaire were again
dssuming, they found leisure for sporting with the
feelings of humanity. Two mmgicians were en-
geged on the walls of the city in exhorting the
Saracens to persevere, and in promising them cer-
tain aid from the poteney of their art. These were
fortunate enough to die by the weapons of the as~
suilants, without falling ihito their handd. But twe
other magicians, who were endeavouring to stesl
their way from Ascalon to Jerusalém; wefe not so
happy. One of them wss acvordingly butchered
by those who took himi ; andtheothbrwlsfomeﬂ
mtoamuhme,andﬁredﬁumitmmﬂudty

The conflict continued for seven hours; but tllc
Christians saw so little hope of success, that they
were beginning again to exclaim, that their sins
rendered them mnwortby in the sight of the Lord,
to obtain possession of the Holy City. But juss
as these discouraging thoughts were becoming pre-
valent through the ammy, the pious Godfrey, whe
had been performing prodigies of valour, sudden-
ly saw sundmg on the Mount of Olives, a knight
of celestial mien, who, shaking his refulgent shield,
summoned the retreating believers to resume the
assault. * In an instant a fresh spirit of devetion
and courage appeared in the camp. The women
refreshed the wearied warriors with fopd and wine,
and exhorted them to fight with more boldness for
the sacred prize.

Under the protection of Saint George, they
rushed to the walls with a precipitation that prov-
ed their confidence in the strength of his uncon-

* Willism of Tyre.
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arm. Both Gedfrey and’ Raymond had
plwedtholrtowensonearﬁlenmp'u, that
they could reach the enemy with their lances ; and
the bridges with which the machines were prond-
ed were soon fixed to the fortifications. To in+
crease the confusion of the besieged, the straw and
wool with which the walls had been protected were
set fire to; and thinking all was lost, many of them
teﬁ'emdbeforothehneesof the assailants.

The advantage thus guined was pursued with
unabated strength; and in & short time two bro-
thers, Rudolph and Engelbert, stood upon the ram~
parts.  Godfrey, his brother Eustache, Robert of
Normandy, Baldwin du Bourg, and some other
knights, immediately followed. These were speedi-
ly joined by more, among whom was Tancred,. who
ferced their way through breaches in the walls;
and Godfrey, hastening to the gate of Saint Stephen,
admitted whole crowds of rejoicing warriors. The
streets of Jerusalem, threnged with the conquer-
ers, beheld the Moslems flying on all sides in de-
spair ; and the triumpbant war-cry, ¢ "Tis the will
of God ! ’tis the will of God ! ” was echoed from
every quarter of the Holy City. This memorable
wictory was achieved at three o’clock on a Friday,
the esme hour and day of the week, says Ray-
mond, as those in which Christ suffered.

We should scarcely believe the record wblch
history bas left ‘of the barbarities perpetrated by
the conquerors on this occasion, did we not re-
member, that they believed they were honouring
God by their bloody eacrifices.  Thousands have
fallen victims to the same monstrous error, when
those who harboured it were, in all other re-
spects, in their right senses, and had nothing to

242
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heat their blood, or mar their humanity. It i
not s0 surprising, therefore, as at first sight it
may seem, that the crusaders, accustomed to-sights
of blood, and raging from the madness of conflict,
should have given themselves to the work of slangh-
ter, or that they should not have spared, in the
moment of trinmph, the wretched beings whom
they hated both for their faith and their opposition.
It is a melancholy thing, that we can only find an
apology for the detestable barbarities of these reli-
gious warriors in the more detestable atrocities of
the suppesed defenders of religion : but so it is;
and if we wanted any argumenat to prove thst &
divine faith, corrapted by human invéntions, ceases
to have any divine inflaence, we have it in these
exhibitions, and in the martyrdoms
‘which followed a few centuries after'; for in all in-
stances in which blood is shed, or nycrnelty per-
petrated, underthepretcneoofmdmgdnm
of Christianity, it is not what God has given, but
what human invention has added to tbe system
that men seek to defend.
"~ For a short time the vanquished Ssracens found
‘shelter in their public buildings and mosques ; bit,
pursucd by their conquerors, they fell an instant
wvacrifice to their fary. In the mosque of Omar,
the slaughter was so great, that the reins of the
horses were bathed in blood.* At length, the
minds of the crusaders were forcibly reminded of
the nature of their victory ; and their thiret for
blood gave way to an eager desire to worship the
Saviour in this his city of suffering and triumph.
“The Hermit Peter appesred amidst a crowd of de-

* Raymond d'Agiles.
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vout followers; and at the sight of the great
preacher of Jerusalem's deliverance, the bearts of
sll present were melted with gratitude, veneration
and piety. His frailty at Antioch had been long
forgotten. He had since that time manifested all
his original boldness and patience of suffering ; and
he now stood among the thousands whom he bad
incited to undertake thut mighty enterprise, as one
who had been indeed inspired by God, and invest-
ed with divine authority, to lead the mighty host of
believing warriore to the conquest of the Holy
City. The Christian inhsbitants, who had long
. sighed almost hoplessly for relief from the Moslem
yoke, could not sufficiently express their joy at
beholding the man to whomythey owed their ;re-
- sent triumph, and their expectation of fature li-
beity ; and they pressed around him, like children
about a father, wlom they had }eng looked for to
free them from the troubles and calamity endured
in his absence.

By this time the day grew near its close. The
devout Godfrey had already been at the sepulchre
of our Saviour; and, attended only by three of
his followers, had confessed his sins, and wept in
bitter penitence on the sacred spot. The same
feeling of devotion soon diffused itself through the
numerous ranks of the army ; and the fierce shouts
and raging trinmph of the coaquerors were chan-
ged into an expression of the most humble ac-
knowledgment of past guilt, and of gratitude for
‘being admitted to worship the crucified Author of
their redemption in his own Holy City. But
these emotions only continued during the dark-
ness and solemnity of night. With the return of
day, the passions which had instigated their first
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barbsrous use of victory recovered their strength,
and the blood of the Saracens again flowed in tor-
rents. Those whom the glutted sword spared were
destroyed by other means ; some being precipitated
from the roofs of houses into the streets; others
were beheaded ; and many were exposed to a slow
fire, satisfying, by the extremity of their tortures, .
the zeal of their conquerors for the glory of their -
faith. Through the streets and open places of the
city, were everywhere to be seen heaps of hands
and feet mixed with the heads of the slaughtered -
Moslems ; and no part of the town was without
some hnge pile of mangled’ corpses; or left un-
washed by rivers of blood.
. For nearly a week did the carnage contmue,

with bardly any intermission ; the spoil which was
discovered in the mosques and other public build-
ings satisfying the rapacity of the Christians, as
the slaughter of the infidel did their thirst for ven-
geance. So great was the booty which Tancred"
found in the temple of Solomon, or rather the
mosque built on its site, that it required two days
to carry it away. The eyes of the conquerors
were also charmed with the sight of the Cross,
declared to be the very one on which- our Sa-
viour suffered ; and the contemplation of this holy
relic was amply sufficient, in their minds, to justify
the ardour with which they turned themselves from
the slaughter of the Moslems to that of the Jews,
who either perished beneath the sword, or in the
conflagration of their synagogue, in which they
had in.vain sought for shelter.

‘When the work of destruction was complete,
the chiefs of the army ordered that the city should
be cleansed, as the' blood and putrifying carcasses
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of the enemy were beginning to fill the air with
pestilence. yWlum this wal:g done, and the divi-
sion of the bpoil concluded, the thoughts of the
conquerors were anxiously directed to the fature
disposition of their new possessions. Every sol-
dier had been permitted to claim as his own, the
house, or whatever it might be, against which, on
first entering the city, he bad fixed his shield,
spear, or other token of his success. Had this
regulation been as strictly observed in regard to
‘the capture of prisoners, many hundreds of miser-
a@ble creatures would have been spared from de-
struction. The brave and mercifal Tancred, who,
of,‘,nllbdle leaders of this crusade, deserves to be
most honoured by posterity, had promised protec-
tion to the Saraezm who:ly he foul:ld in the mosque
of Omar ; but they were put to death, in spite of his
entreaties to the contrary. Raymond also, it may
be here mentioned, gave & similar promise to those
whom he captured in the Tower of David, and -
succéeded in keeping his word ; but the glory of
the action has been rendered doubtful by the ac-
cusation, that he was corrupted by avarice, a large
sum of money having been paid him to allow of
their escape. *

From the general performance of devotion at
the sepulchre, the confession of sins, and other acts
of religious duty, which, together with much feast-
ing, occupied the Christians for seven days, they
turned to consider the important subject of elect-
ing & ruler. On the eighth day, therefore, from
the capture of the city, the chiefs assembled ; and
having invoked the assistance of the Holy Spirit,

* Albert Aquensis.



208 HISTORY OF CHIVALRY,

a council, composed of ten, proceeded to inquire
into the merits of the several nobles who might
aspire to the honour. Many and different were
the feelings which agitated the leaders on this so-~
lemn occasion. Some were filled with ambition ;
and having left Europe only from motives of pri-
vate aggrandisement, anxiously expected the re-
sult of a deliberation which would so materially
affect their interest. Others, satisfied with the
spoil they bad already obtained, looked with less
anxiety for a decision which they had no hopes of
finding in their favour; and some were moved
with the most”pious zeal for the future glory and
security of the sacred territory. At first it was
contended, that a Patriarch ought to be elected
prior to the choice of the temporal prince, and
that the latter should be :ppoing:‘byp?::e sacred
potentate. Dreams and visions were related to
induce the council to proceed in this manner ; but
they had eufficient good sense to discover the
impostures which had beem practised, and de-
termined to be influenced by no other reasons
than those which might be afforded by the un-
doubted personal merits of the candidates. In
order to discover the character of the several
nobles in the army with certainty, they exa-
mined their domestics, and all persons

with them, in the strictest manner ; binding them,
on oath, to reveal whatever, whether good or
bad, they might know of the chiefs in question.
Many of those who had before thought to stand
well with the assembly, saw their hopes suddenly
blasted by this method of procedure; and others
were equally raised in the estimation of their com-
panions. Among the answers which the servants
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tad Yollowers of Godfrey gave respecting the cha-

racter of their master, was the singular confession,
that he was guilty of ‘too long ‘and strict an at-
tendance’ on the ceremonies-of the church ; that
he would linger after the service was over, to ask
questions of- the priests about every picture and
image on which he set his eyes, and by that means
wearied his attendants ; and what was worse, often
suffered their dinuer to get cold, and so become
bad and tasteless. *

" The worth and piety of a man against whom
no worse accusation could be brought than his too
strict attention to the duties of his religion, were
at once apparent to the chiefs' who sat in judg-
ment upon his character. But the valour and
noble conduct of Godfrey had already obtained
him the respect and admiration of his comrades ;
and, with the universal consent of the usembly,
and, as it seemed to them, according to the will
of God, he was proclaimed prince, and leader of
the Christians. - Immediately after his election, he
was borne, with hymns and ‘other expressions of
joy, to the holy sepulchre. + Endeavours had
been made to place Raymond, the Count of Tou-
louse, on the throne ; but he was accused of too
much ambition ; and the accusation, it is probable,
prevented his obtaining the high dignity to whieh,
it is said, on the onme hand, he most ardently a-
spired, while, on the other, it is asserted that it
was offered him, but rejected with many demon-
strations of humility. The Count of Flanders is
also said to have refused the crown of Jerusalem,
confessing his yearning desire to revisit his native

* William of Tyre. . 4 Thid.
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country ; and the brave adventurous son of the
Norman conqueror preferred, says the historian,
rather to obey quiet and sloth in Normandy, than
to fight for the King of Kings in the Holy City. *
It seems less likely, however, that Robert declined
thelhonour for the reasons here alleged, than that
his unsettled disposition shrunk from the tasks
which the new government would have imposed
upon him ; not those of war, but of peace, for,
so far as bravery was concerned, he was a knight
without reproach. There was but one other of
“the chiefs, therefore, who could compete 'with
Godfrey in fitness for the important poet of com-
mander of the faithfal, and that was Tancred.
But the disinterested character of that excellent
man made him turn with repugnance frem receiv-
ing any honour or advantage which might be re-
garded as a payment for the exercise of his pure
and chivalrous virtues. He fought because he
believed that he could greatly assist the cause of
truth by the strength of his arm ; and on every
occasion in which either his fidelity or disinterest-
edness was put to the proof, we find him sacri-
ficing all things to the holy cause for which he
struggled. .
Godfrey was thus chosen prince of Jerusalem,
both on account of his own virtues, and from the
disinclination of other noblemen, similarly endow-
ed, to accept the office. At the sepulchre 'of the
Saviour he manifested his possession of at least
one of the graces which were to be looked for in
the ruler of so holy a kingdom. His humility
was deep, and, from the actions of bis life, there is
every reason to believe that it was sincere. When

® Brompton.
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his companiene offered him e diadem he refused it,
declaring that he would never receive a crown of
gold in the city, where the Saviour of the world
had worn a crown of thorns. In the same man-
ner he rejected the title of king, desiring to he
enly styled the Defender and Baren of the Holy Se-
Kr:chre. Having thus demonstrated the purity of
is intentions, in allowing himself to be appointed
to the high ssation he was about to occupy, he
took a solemn oath to protect and execute with
fidelisy the laws of truth and justice.
) Wiﬁimp of Tyre, himself an Ecclesiastic, has
left a melancholy picture of the principal prelates
who were at this time in the army of the crusa-
ders. Some of them were infamous for the most
Ticentious lives ; others for their avarice; and all
for the ambition and craft with which they soughs
their private advancement. But it was from a-
mong men Jike these that a bishop was to be se-
Tected to govern the Christians of Jerusalem ; and
Arnold, & man degraded by many of the worst
vices, attained that conspicuous station in the
city. His disposition was soon made apparent,
by his haughty demand that Tancred should re-
store the beoty which he had taken in the Mosque
of Omar, as belonging of right to the church.
After declaring the injustice of the pretension, the
noble warrior yielded to the order of a council of
chiefs, and paid a considerable sum as the tithe of
his just possession. This affair having been settled,
the new bishop commenced his work of purifying
the Holy City from the profanations of its late
masters. Godfrey appointed twenty ministers to
perform the divine serviees in2 the church of the
VOL. I. B
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Sepulchre, and gave other probfs of his conscien-
tious desire to preserve the peace and sanctity of
his new dominions.

But before he could arrange his measures for
the future government of the Holy State, he was
called to provide for its defence against a near and
powerful enemy. The fall of Jerusalem had in-
duced the different Mahometan princes to forget
their private animosities, and unite for the protec-
tion of their common faith. In less than a fort-
night from the capture of the city, the Vizier of
Egypt was advancing at the head of a numerous
army, to attempt its recovery. Tancred, Eustache
of Boulogune, and Robert of Flanders having made
themselves acquainted with the number of the
enemy’s forces, returned in haste to rouse their
brethren to prepare immediately for battle. The
most fearless resolution reigned among the Chris-
tians. Their confidence in the miraculous aid of
Heaven was still unshaken ; and having passed the
night in prayer, they set forth, with Godfrey at
their head, with the cheerfulness of men secure of
triumph.

From some prisoners whom they took during
their march, they learnt that the Vizier was en-
camped on the plains of Ascalon, whither they
directed their route, with the same demonstrations
of faith and enthusiasm, as they had shown in
setting forth. When they arrived on the bank ef
the brook Soreck, numbers of mules, buffaloes,
and asses, were seen laden with stores belonging
to the enemy ; but Godfrey and the Patriarch for-
bade their being touched, lest the delay might be
fatal to the success which they anticipated in a
speedy battle. On approaching the scene of con-
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test, the southern extremity of the wide-stretching
plain appeared covered with the troops of Egypt
But the Christians continued to advance with un-
daunted courage, and, by their stern and resolute
composure, threw terror into the ranks of the
Moslem.

Immediately on descending into the plain, God-
frey took up his position with two thousand
knights, and three thousand foot soldiers, against
the town of Ascalon, and Raymond occupied the
richly planted orchards which lay between the
«city and the sea, so as to hinder its communication
with the Egyptian fleet. Tancred, Robert of
Normandy, and the Count of Flanders, command-
ed the forces directed against the right wing and
centre of the hostile army. The conflict began
with a discharge of darts from the Christian in-
fantry, while the cavalry drove with impetuous
bravery against the ranks of the enemy. Their
.assault was met by a fierce band of Ethiopians,
and the flower of the Moslem forces ; but these
were quickly thrown into confusion, and their
flight became general. Those of the Moslems
who fled not at the first signs of the panic, re-
mained fixed in terror on the field, and were
hewn down by thousands under the swords and
lances of the victors. Such was the consternation of
those who thought to find shelter in the city, that
two thousand were crushed to death in the furious
rush which was made towards the gates ; while the
-Vizier, giving up all for lost, is said to have cursed
Jerusalem, as the source of all the misfortunes
suffered by himself and his brethren. His flight
to Egypt left Ascalon and its unprotected inha-
bitants to the power of the Christians ; but after a
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short expression of joy at the victory' they had
gained, the bad to lament the discord which
arose between Godfrey and Raymond, and which
threstened to undo all the advantages gained by
their bravery. The spoil which had been found ia
the enemy’s camp was immense ; but the share in
booty of this kind was not sufficient to satisfy the
more ambitious of the Christian knights ; and the
Count of Tholouse, baving summoned the city to
surrender to his forces, claimed it as his own pos-
session. The King of Jerusalem rejected this
claim with indignation; but Raymond having di-
rected the inhsbitants to yieldtonoonebntg‘im
self, and immediately withdrawing the part of the
army under his command, Godfrey was obliged to
retire likewise, leaving a city only hslf subdmed, -
which belonged to his small terri by every
right of conquest, and even feudal law. 'The
quarrel between the chiefs was renewed a few
days after, and they were proceeding to determine
their claims by force of arms ; but their good sense
and feeling prevailed over their ambition ; and the
embraced each other, with many assurances of af-
fection, in the sight of the whole army.

The return of the victorious troops to Jerusalem
was hailed with the most trinmphant exclamations.
The only doubt or anxipty which had prevailed a-
mong the Christians, after the conquest of the Holy
City, arose from the long threatened approach of
the army of Egypt. This source of uneasiness was
now entjrely destroyed. The power of the Mas-
lem was so broken, that np present danger could be
apprebended from his arms ; and as the sword and
standard of the Vizier were displayed before the
devout worshippers in the church of the Sepulchre,
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they lifted up their voices in songs of praise and
thankegiving, for the glorious victory which bed
been given in answer to the prayers of the faithful.

With the battle of Ascalon, the first Crusade, as
& military expedition, was concluded ; and several
of the most noble of the Christian warriors pre-
pared to return to their native country. Ameng
these was Robert of Normandy, whose ealamitous
and licentions life was terminated in Cardiff Castle,
where, after baving lost his duchy, he was eon-
fined for twenty-eight years by his ambitious bre-
ther Henry I.

Peter the Hermit, was also another of the dis-
tinguished actors in these great events, who left
the scene of their exertions for Europe. In his
{:shgeamsathe sea, a violent storm threatened

im and his companions with instant death. Jn°
the extremity, he made a vow to build a monss-
tery if he should be permitted, to arrive safe on
shore. His prayer being granted, he founded an
abbey at Huy, on the right bank of the river
Meuse, and there terminated ene of the mest ein-
gular and adventurous of human lives.* The
character of this extraordinary man has been al-
ready sufficiently delineated. Of all who engaged
in the conquest of the Holy Land, he seems, not-
withstanding his oceasional frailty, te have been
the most sincere and the most devoted in his en-
thusinsm. Sitnated as he was in early life, and
when he commenced his remarkable prejees, he
could have had no motives but such as sprung
#£rom his deep religions' temperament, to deny him-
a¢lf and become a wanderer ; and if it should seem

* Qultremain.
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scarcely credible that a man of his dispesition, and
with so many opportunities of distinguishing him-
self, should forsake the world and the enticements
of pleasure and ambition for the exercise of prayer
and penitence, the wonder will be lessened when
it is considered, that the afflictions which he had
suffered were of a kind not unlikely to produce
this effect upon his feelings; that in the age in
which he lived, solitude and meditation were the
remedies most commonly sought for under the
pressure of distress; and that Peter, both from
his naturally thoughtful disposition, and the studious
habits he had acquired in his youth, was well pre-
pared for passing his time in retirement.

But the effects of solitude, so constant and en-
tire as that to which he devoted himself, are sel-
dom a calm and temperate seriousness of mind, or
the happy and healthful thoughts which succeed to
melancholy, when subdued by the active duties of
life, rather than softened by indulgence. With
men, at least of the Hermit’s bold and ardent
mind, this is rarely to be looked for; and it is
scarcely surprising, therefore, that visions and
trances of inspiration should have succeeded to his
long melancholy, and his lone and nightly vigils.

The supposition that he was employed by the
Pope in forming a scheme to support his authority,
is rendered highly improbable, by the ardent and
imaginative disposition of his mind; politicians
never employing enthusiasts as allies, but only as
instruments. If ever any such connection, there-
fore, did exist between Peter and the Pontiff, it is
probable that it originated in the sincerity and un-
deviating devotion which marked the Hermit's cha-
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racter : But that he was a mere creature of the
Pope’s, as Fuller and some others would have it,
there is no just or sufficient reason to believe. It
ought to be remembered, also, as a further argu-.
ment in his favour, and one which, considering the
men with whom he was associated, carries no little
weight with it, that he forced himself into none
of the rich benefices, which he might have reason-
ably claimed as so renowned a servant of the
church ; that he is not accused of the infamous vices
which so generally disgraced the ecclesiastics who
accompanied the crusaders ; and that his life was
terminated in a monastery founded by himself, in
the churchyard of which he directed his remains
to be deposited with the humility of a primitive
Christian. We must not judge of Peter’s charac-
ter by the rules of modern opinion ; and if we trans-
port ourselves back to the age in which he lived,
his extraordinary career is far more fitted to gain
upon our regard than awaken our scepticism.

Raymond, Count of Tholouse, had sworn never
to return from the East; but bade adien to the
Holy City, to receive from the Emperor the prin-.
cipality of Laodicea. Eustache, the brother of
Godfrey, also, refused to remain with his noble re-
lative, and died in his native country. Several
brave knights accompanied these distinguished
captains ; and the new king of Jerusalem was at
last deserted by all his companions, except the
generous and faithful-hearted Tancred, who con-
tinued to defend, with a little force of three hun-
dred knights and two thousand foot-soldiers, the
sacred territory. '

The institution of the celebrated code of laws,
termed the Assise of Jerusalem, is supposed to



88 HISERORY OF CHiVALRY,
have taken place about this time. Many doubts
have beem started as to the degree of praise pre-
cisely due te Godfrey for so complete a system of
jurisprudence;, according te the politics of the age.
But the groundwerk of the ;constitutions was un-~
gaestionably his, and manifests 2 wisdom and con-
sideration in the author, which entitle him te the
meapect of posterity. According to tradition, be
sssembled several persons, reputed for knowledge
and understanding, out of each division of the ar-
my, and endeavoured to gain from them clesr in-
formation respecting the institutions of their re-
spective countries. Having fully reflected upon the
anbjeet,hemompaniads-onmprooeuionm
Jericho, and on hisreturn proclaimed the establish- .
ment of his new laws. p &
According to the system of government thus in-
stituted for the people of the Holy City, the
king was the temporal head of the constitution ; bat
he was to acknowledge the supreme authority
of God, as King of Kings, by offering up his
crown at the Sepulchre on the day of his corona-
tion. He was to have four principal officers in
his palace, a seneschal, constable, marshatand cham-
berlain. The socond great authority in the king-
dom was the Court of Barons. Over this augnss
sssembly the king was to preside in person, or, in
his absence, one of the most powerful princes,
smoug whom are named she Prince of (Q:nlilee;
the Lord of Sidon and Cewmsares, and the Counts of
Jaffa and Tripoli. This court, which every noble
was bound to attend who held lands in fief of the
crown, determined upon all the most important af-
fairs of the state, and was the supreme court of
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judicature, which decided whatever questions might-
atise respecting inheritancy or other subjects con-
nected with fendal institations.

The intimate connection .between lord and vas-
sal is strongly insisted upon throughout the Assises.
There was to be but one faith, one will between
them, and they were to defend each other on every
occasion of peril or difficulty. No barony could
be held wnhout its possessor providipg a certain
number of men-at-arms for the defence of the
state. In the account given of the numbers re-
quired from the several baronies into which the
new territory was divided, we find, that Jerusa-
lem was obliged to send 828 knights ; Acre 329 ;
the Archbishop of Nazareth 6 ; “the Bishop of Saint
George’s 10 ; and so on.

Besides tbe Court of Barons, a second tribunal is
also mentioned as having been instituted by God-
frey, and the purpose of which was to provide for
the fair and equable judgment of the burgesses, or
of affairs between individuals of that rank, by per-
sons of the same degree. As another instance of
the liberality which prevailed in this famous code,
we may remark the toleration which secured the
safety of the Syrian Christians from the haunghty
ambition of the Latin clergy. In order to protect
them with the more certainty, Godfrey instituted a
. court, of which all the members were to be Syrians,
whose original prejudices and opinions were thus
no longer made a bar to their being ruled with jus-
tice. But there is still a melancholy proof of the
darkness which overspread the mind of the Chris-
tian legislator, as to the true principles of justice,
and of the religion he professed. The large num-
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her: ofthin: posrer-snhjectn, whe were; toymed;.imthe:
lapgwage. of  the:fendal. laws, villkins, were: prased:
over without any provisien: baing: made-either:fos:
their libarty. or personal sefety.
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