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TO THE HEADER.

,HIS work would surely commond itself to the Cana-

dian Fratres without even a line of preface. Yet

I am tempted to write a few words introductory

— not for the purpose of justifying my mission

—

but rather to express my thanks to the Fratres who

have'generously aided me in this compilation. It was

with some diffidence that I formed a resolve to undertake a

work that abounds with difficulties. The early history of

Templarism in Canada was, and some of it may still be, hidden

in the records of the old Craft lodges, which, in those primitive

days, had a fatherly welcome for all organizations that claimed

to be within the Craft fold. Many of the facts which I have

linked together were gleaned by research in other fields of

Masonic endeavour. My mission, however, has been a pleasant

one. With such Fratres as M. E. Sir Knight Col. J. B. MacLeod

Moore, the Supreme ^Grand Master of the Order, K. E. Sir

Knight Dr. James A. Henderson, (^.C, of Kingston, the Deputy

Grand Master of the Ord^r in Canada, and R. E. Sir Knight

Daniel Spry, the Grand Chancellor of Canada, my quivei- of

Templar knowledge^ has been filled and refilled, and as the

arrows have been shot into cold type, these distinguished

Fratres, blessed above ordinary men with zeal and good-nature,

have readily answered my appeals for more facts and addi-

tional records. Their kindness can never be requited by thanks.

I'll
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VI TO TUK HEAltEH.

To Col. Mooro 1 am indebted for historical memoranda ; Dr.

Henderson I have to thank for early MSS., from 1800 until

1830, and I am debtor for many of the official records to Frater

Spry. I have made the most of the MSS., n,nd for the revisal

of the proofs of the entire work my thanks are due to Frater

Spry and my fellow-worker in newHpaper life, H, K. Frater

Cfcorge J. Bennett of Toronto. The work speaks for itself.

The records are as complete as fallible man can make them.

As for the literar}' ability displayed in welding the facts

together, that is for the reader to decide. At least one end has

been accomplished. The history of the Order in Canada has

not been lost to the Fratres. The work may not be perfect,

and yet, to make it acceptable and complete, the archives of

every Preceptory from the Atlantic to the Pacific have been

searched, and their records read and carefully examined.

Templarism may not have seen its sunburst in this Dominion,

but the work of the past speaks well for those who give hours

of ease to the upbuilding of an edifice that in other lands is

towering from high to higher.

The Author.
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAES.

CHAPTER I.

Origin of the Templars—The Conquest of Jercsalem and the
First Crusade—The Orders of Kxiohthood—The Hospitallers
AND Templars Their Organization in European Countries
AND IN America.

Y way of introduction to the history of the Templar
Order in Canada, it is fitting that reference should

be made to Orders of Knighthood in history gene-

rally. The glory and value of the Templar Order
will be enhanced by such reference, in that it will

show a logical connection with ancient religious

and military Knighthood. Within the limits of a
work of this kind the reference can be only of a most

general character, but yet, it is hoped, of sufficient value to

justify the statement.

Rome had been the proud empress of the world for many
centuries, and even so late as the seventh century was giving
promise of continued dominion, when the sudden appearance
of Mohammed and his devastating tribes directly undermined
her greatness and hastened her fall. To this oriental religious

enthusiast is to be ascribed—indirectly, at least—the origin of

military Orders of Knighthood. The conquest of Jerusalem,

upon the walls of which the cross of Christ had been planted

nearly three centuries, brought dismay to nearly all Christen-

dom, and directly led to the First Crusade for its recovery.

The Greek and Latin Christians had annually n^ade pilgrim-

ages to the Holy City to obtain remission of their sins at the
Holy Sepulchre. After the disunion of the Greek and Latin
churches, these pilgrims suffered great hardships amid the con-
flicts of Mohammed's followers for supremacy. In 1048 some

II
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KNIGHTS TEMPIA hS.

Italian merchants obtained permission to build asylums or
" hospitals " near the Holy Sepulchre, for the protection and
maintenance of Latin pilgrims who were sick or destitute.

One hospital, for men, was dedicated to St. John the Almoner,
and another, for women, to St. Mary Magdalene. The poor

and sick were cared for by a company of associates called the

Hospitallers of Jenisalem. After serving the beneficent pur-

pose of its institution for sixteen years, the Hospital of St.

John was despoiled when Jerusalem was taken by the Turks.

This devastation of the Holy City led directly to the subse-

quent Crusades, and during their continuance, when the city

was retaken by the Saracens, the Hospitallers called them-
selves Knights Hospitallers, because they defended their

hospital against the Saracens. The Hospitallers then became
a religious institution, instead of a secular organization, and
adopted a uniform habit of a plain black robe with a white,

eight-pointed linen cross on the left breast, and at this point

are the foundation and influence and power of the Orders of

Knighthood. When Eaymond du Puis became Chief he com-
bined the military with the religious. He organized the

Hospitallers into three classes, the first being composed of men
of noble ancestry and of military renown, the second of priests,

and the third of serving men. From this time every Knight
was a monk-soldier—obligating himself to obedience, poverty

and chastity, and swearing to defend the Christian banner
with the sword.

The enthusiasm for military glory was so great that the

Knightly Order rapidly extended itself, and soon outgrew its

Latin composition.

Co-ordinate to some extent, and cotemporaneous with the

Hospitallers, was the Order of the Temple or Knights
Templars. This Order was instituted in 1119 by Hugh de
Payens and Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, who had connected with
them seven other French Knights. The design of the Order
was to protect pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem. But it

rapidly exceeded this mission, and soon became the most bril-

liant body of the crusading army, and was the noble body-
guard of the King of Jerusalem. He gave the corps a resi-

dence on the site of the Temple of Solomon, on which stood a
Christian church, built in the 7th century. From this church
or temple, dedicated to them, they took the name Order of the

Temple, or Templars. The Templars were thus organized in

imitation of the Hospitallers, with the difference that the

martial spirit of Christianity took the place of its eleemosy-

nary spirit, although both were combined. In turn, then, the
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Hospitallers copied the Templars, and became a military body
through the Crusades. These two Orders were the support of

the crusading army, and each became extensive, influential

and wealthy.

The history of Knighthood in the world is now carried

along these two streams of Hospitallers and Templars. The
streams flow side by side, sometimes intermingle, but yet the

divergence is sufficiently marked to be traced historically.

The Order of Knights Hospitallers of St. John was established

in 1118, and Raymond du Puis was the first Grand Master.

For one hundred years they maintained their distinctively

military character by fighting the enemies of the Christian

faith. They finally captured the city of Rhodes, and resided

there until the beginning of the 16th centui^ , whence they
were called Knights of Rhodes. During the residence of the

Order at Rhodes important changes took place in its organiza-

tion. These changes arose from the fact that, no more Knights
being needed for crusades, they turned their attention to the

enrichment of their establishments and the extension of their

numbers. The Turks finally conquered Rhodes, and the

Knights left the island in 1522. In 1530 they were given the

island of Malta by the Emperor of Germany, and occupied it

268 years. From this time forward they were called Knights
of Malta. In 1798 their Grand Master surrendered their island

to the French, and from that date the decline of the Order was
rapid, and this date ends its real history.

In its palmy days it had 21 Grand Priories in Europe, and
596 Commanderies. It was then divided into eight langues,

but now only the langues of Italy and Germany remain. The
Order may be said to be virtually disintegrated, although the

functions of Grand Master are exercised by an officer who re-

sides at Rome. The magnificence and chivalric splendour of

the Order have passed away, and there is nothing in any body
of the present day organically connected with the heroic

Knights of Malta of the days of Moslem rule in the Holy City.

The ancient feuds and rivalries of the Hospitallers and
Templars render any supposed subsequent union of the two a
historical anomaly not to be entertained. This historical

and illogical absurdity is maintained wherever the degree
of a Knight of Malta in Masonry is conferred in a United States

Commandery of Knights Templars. In the United States this

degree is conferred as an " Appendant Order." It was revoked
in 1856, but restored in 1862, and is now fuU}'^ established as a
distinct degree of Chivalric Masonry. In the British Empire
the Orders of the Temple and Malta are " united," but con-

IH'
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KNI0HT8 TEMPLARS.

ferred as separate ceremonies, closely following the practices

of the old Orders. The rivalry between the Templars and the

Order of St John had lonpr ceased before the latter Order be-

came Knights of Malta.

The ancient Order of Hospitallers was never a secret Order,
while that of the Templars had a secret formulary of initia-

tion, and what decayed remnant of the Knights of Malta now
exists emphatically disclaims any connection whatever with
Masonry. These two facts in connection with the historic

reason already given, show that the Knights of Malta as an
institution is not Masonic, and has no historic or legitimate

relation to the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem.
Taking up the history of the Knights Templars, we find that

Hugh de Payens secured from the authorities of the Latin
church a code of regulations that gave permanence to the

Order. Then they were called "Poor Fellow Soldiers of

Christ," and were celebrated for their ascetic habits and purity

of life as well, subsequently, as for their military prowess.

The distinctive dress was a white mantle with a red cross on
the breast, the mantle signifying purity, and the cross, which
was not eight-pointed, like that of the Hospitallers, meant
martyrdom.
At first the organization was of a very simple character. In

the 12th century it was divided into three classes of knights,

chaplains and serving brethren, with two minor grades. It was
required of a Knight that he be lawfully bom, of noble
ancestry, a free man, a member of no other Order, and ofsound
mind and body. The chaplain took the three vows of poverty,

chastity and obedience, and executed :he religious duties of

the Order, and the serving-men were the soldiers and artizans.

The Grand Master, elected for life, originally resided at Jeru-

salem, but finally at Cyprus. The next in order was the
Seneschal, and then a number of minor officers followed.

As the Order increased in numbers and wealth, it gradually

extended its establishment into every part of Europe, except
Denmark, Sweden and Norway, the most impoverished king-
doms. It was then divided into provinces, each of which was
governed by a Grand Preceptor or Grand Prior. These officers,

with other distinguished knights, constituted the general chap-
ter or great legislative body of the Order.

The initiation of a Knight was a 'solemn, secret ceremony.
Although the Order received its sanction and original bode of

regulations from the Latin chui-ch, not even the Pope's legate

could be admitted to the meetings of the general chapter. No
authentic accurate knowledge of the secrets of the Templar
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organization can be obtained, although it is possible that some
of their features have descended to us.

The history of the Templars is so closely interwoven with

that of the Crusades that a transcript of one is that of the

other. They inhabited the Holy Land from 1119 to 1300, and
about the time the Hospitallers were driven out and obtained

possession of Rhodes, the Templars were expelled, and went to

Cyprus. After a brief stay there they retired to their different

Preceptories in Europe. When Philip IV. became King of

France, and had his celebrated contest with Pope Boniface, the

Templars sided with the latter, thus incurring the hatred of

the king. Their enormous wealth and extensive possessions

excited his avarice, and he made an infamous conspiracy with
Pope Clement V. to annihilate the Order and confiscate its

property. James de Molay, the Grand Master, was imprisoned,

and on the 13th of October, 1307, every Knight in France was
arrested on the pretended charge of idolatry. De Molay and
the three principal dignitaries were publicly burnt, and the

Order was suppressed throughout Europe by the King of

France and the Pope of Rome. Its vast possessions were
appropriated by the sovereigns of the various countries and
given to the Order of the Knights of Malta. After an exist-

ence of 294 years thus perished a chivalric Order that, despite

its disreputable contests with its rival, St. John, has covered

the pages of Palestine's history with imperishable glory. The
cruel martyrdom and rank injustice attending its dissolution

glorify it in proportion as posterity contemns the infamy of

the King and Pope that laid impious hands upon the noble

Knights of the Temple.
Having thus very generally sketched the rise and fall of the

two principal Knightly Orders of the world's history, from
which the modern Templars logically proceed, a glance at the

history of the latter is necessary. The logical descent of

modern Templarism from these two Orders may be asserted,

because the spirit of chivalry is as active in these more civil-

ized times as it was when learning was confined only to the

noble and priestly classes. But the organic, vital and direct

succession of modern Knights Templars from these Orders may
safely be denied. And the position that Knight Templarism,
whether of 1889 or of 1310, is Masonic in character, may also

be successfully assailed. That of 1889 is imitative but not
historical, and it lacks the proof to make it authentic as deriva-

tive from the ancient Templarism. It is sufficient to state

here that the reason for the existence of the latter passed away
with the passage of the middle ages, while modern Templarism
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is totally different in design and practice. Ancient Templar-
ism was the prot^g^ and the loyal support of the Papacy,
and the assertion that modern Templarism is the foster-

child of the Papal power is a travesty upon the relation of

Romanism and Protestantism, and a flat contradiction of his-

toric truth.

The Templars of France claim direct descent from the

orinnal Order by means of a charter given Larmenius by
Molay, but the genuineness of this charter has not yet been
shown. The Swedish Templar Masons claim their descent

from a nephew of Molay, who was a member of the Templar
Order in Portugal. But he really came from a new Order not
having any relation whatever with the Templars, but which
had secured the possessions of the latter in Portugalafter the

disestablishment. There is a tradition—and only a tradition

—that Peter Aumont, a supposed successor of Molay, fled to

Scotland after the dissolution of the Order, and there estab-

lished Templarism as a Masonic Order. The Templars of Ger-

many are also descendants of Aumont.
Templarism in England claims, through the Baldwin En-

campment, an establishment as far back as at the close of the

12th century. The grounds for this claim are more valid than
those urged in favour of a direct descent from Molay, and it is

from this Encampment that Templarism in Sweden, Scotland,

Ireland, Canada and the United States is derived. It repu-

diates origin from any individual, but owes its rise to the

action of independent Knights who fled for security and per-

petuity into tne body of Masonry.
The first encampments of Knights Templars in the United

States were established in New York State prior to 1797. A
Grand Encampment was formed in 1802, and a General Grand
Encampment in 1816. The latter now meets trienni-

ally. The Templars there number about 100,000 members,
but the organization resembles that of a volunteer corps, the

members being uniformed and subject to strict military

discipline.

The Canadian Templarism dates from 1782, when an
encampment existed in Halifax, Nova Scotia. This organi-

zation worked under the warrant of Craft Lodge No. 211. KR.
In 1800 a Templar warrant was issued under the authority

of Craft Lodge No. 6 at Kingston, Ont. This body is really

the parent of the Templar organizations of the Dominion.



CHAPTER II.

Thk Templar System of the British Empire—Extracth from ak
Article Published by Col. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Granb
Master of the Templar Order in Canada intended as an
BXPHNATION of the OrIGIN AND HlSTORY OF MoDERN TeMPLARY.

:i!

HE venerable Grand Master of the Templar Order
in Canada, Col. MacLeod Moore, some time ago
replied, in an able article, to the oit-submitted

question, " If Teraplary is not Masonry, what is

it ?
" the body of which, as showing the origin and

reason for the perpetuation of Modern Teinplary,

gathered from the researches of a devoted Templar
student, is here given, and to the reader will provt

interesting and instructive. The Grand Master says :

" It is only within the last thirty years that any attempt has been made
to clear up the contradictory opinions existing, and myths, which surround
Modem Templary respecting its true object, meaning and origin, with its

assumed connection, as an integral portion of Free and Accepted Masonry.
Previously every idle tale and legend relating to ' Freemasonry ' were
firmly believed, no trouble being taken to investigate the truth or false-

hood of the assertions, and various theories have been from time to time
advanced in attempting to prove that it is a component part of the
Masonic system ; but aU have failed to convince, before historic facts and
modem criticism, howerer carefully perversion of truth may be arranged.

The inception of a correct and true understanding of the modern ' Tem-
plar Order ' must be looked for from tjie commencement of the Grand
Mastership of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, and formation of a Convent
.General of the Order in A.D. 1873, when a most searching investigation

was instituted as to its alleged derivation and connection with ' Free and
Accepted Masonry,' as well as direct descent from the old orders of Chris-

tian chivalry. By a committee of the best informed members of the
Order in England and Ireland, it was then ascertained and declared that
' Modem Templary ' was in no way a part of or derived from speculative

Masonry, but merely allied to it to preserve the intimate connection sup-
posed to have existed between the old Christian builders of the cloisters

and the * religious and military orders of the middle ages, and thus repre-

sent and continue them as a Christian society, following the doctrine and
usages of chivalry, by preserving their traditions and trinitarian Christian
belief in the symbolic teaching of the sacred mysteries.'

"It has been distinctly shown that Masonic Templary first appeared
in the Craft Lodges, under the Grand Mastership of the Duke of Athol,
towards the end of the last century, known as the ' Athol Masons,' or the
'Ancients.'

'Ml
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" At this period an idea prevailed that the old Militai^ Templan were
in ome way intimately aaaooiated with Maaonry, but the builders from
the oloisters and the ohivalrio orders were quite separate and distinct

Christian bodies, with whom the Masonic Templars who attempt to imi-

tate the Knights of old have nothing in common save the name.
''The Templar degrees were introduced into the North American Pro-

vinces a few years before the Declaration of Independence from British

rule, and were afterwards reconstructed there, to form a part of the new
rite of American Freemasonry, which follows the universal creed of the
last century Masonic revival, rejecting its Christian origin and character-

istics, adopting in the Templar degrees the democratic principles of

equality, etc., at that time existing in Europe, totally changing the object

and meaning of the Order to make and call it a Masonic degree.

There is no affinity between ' Free and Accepted Masons ' and the orders

of Christian chivalry, excepting in the imagination of Masonic enthusi-

asts, many of whom, in this sceptical age, under the cover of science or
criticism, eagerly seize upon any new theory to use it, if possible, against
Christianity, and insist that in the course of evolution the old Templars'
doctrines were merged into speculative Maaonry. At the same time they
profess not to doubt the substantial correctness of its origin and principles,

yet will not admit the advisableness of perpetuating the exclusive trinitarian

Christian character, considering that Knight Templary and Freemasonry
must eventually yield to the laws of evolutionary progress, believing that

man's conception uf the Deity corresponds with his knowledge of nature,

and with advanced intellectual studies. Of Revelation they profess to

know but little, and that only one thing is dear, viz. :
' No set of men

in one generation can form laws, make constitutions, promulgate dogmas,
etc., for those of all coming ages.' Such is the language of the free-

thinking and advanced opinions of the present day, with reference to

Templi^, as opposed to those who desire to promulgate and perpetuate
in the true Templar system the doctrines of the Catholic faith to the
honor and glory of God.

" The direct descent or perpetuation of the old military Templar prin-

ciples and usages to the present time may be partly accounted for, after

the suppression of the Ancienj; Order in the fourteenth century, from
many of the members retirins into secular life and being dispersed over .

Europe, whilst others joined the ' Religious and Military Order of St.

John of Jerusalem,' which in Scotland became known as the combined
orders of the Temple and St. Jvhn, when the individuality of the Tem-
plars was forgotten, but that of St. John continued—called ' Knights
of Malta.'
" On the dissolution of this Sovereign Body, and evacuation by them of

the Island of Malta in 1798, the different languages of the Order were
formed into independent branches in the chief cities of Europe. That
of England was revived about 60 years ago, from the dormant sixth

langue, authorized by a legal and just representation of the whole of the
existing branches, and now holds its chancery in the old Oate-house of

St. John, at Clerkenwell, London, all that remains of the ancient Priory
of that name, and strictly carries out the original charitable Hospitaller

duties of aid to the sick and wounded.
" Within the last year the Order of St. John in England has been

reconstructed under Royal Charter of incorporation, with Her Majesty
the Queen as the Sovereign head and patron ; and under said charter

H. R. H. the Prince of Wales has become Grand Prior. It is totally

distinct, and ignores any connection with 'Free and Accepted Masonry.'
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Individual memben of the Order in the ]ut century, joining the Mtsonio
fraternity, may have tended in tome meaaure to the formation of the

Maionio imitation degrees of Knight Templars and Knight of Malta, and
also to the perpetuation of the traditional belief of a connection having
existed between the Templars of the Crusaders and the early Ecclesiasti*

cal builders—who were said to be conversant with, and practised the

occult sciences of the East, in the retirement of their cloisters.

" Scch, then, appears to be the true and correct history of Modem
Templary from the most careful research and reliable authorities, who
reject this mistaken belief, false theory, and fables of its being, either

directly or indirectly, a portion of the system of ' Free and Accepted
Masonry.'
"The Orders of Knighthood are quite distinct from Masonry, and

there is no such thing as Masonic Knighthood, and any such claim is a
childish fable. The honors of Knighthood can only be conferred by the
Sovereign, or the representative of the Sovereign ; but our system does
not pretend to be a Knightly Order ; it only promulgates the reading and
teachings of the Ancient Knightly fraternity.
" The ceremonies of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta in the

Empire are intended to inculcate the cardinal doctrines of the Catholic
faith, with a firm belief in the holy and undivided Trinity, the chief and
indissoluble character of the Templar Order, without which, in spite of

all sophistry and special pleadings, no true Templary can exist. To speak
of Templary as an Order of ' Free and Accepted Masonry ' is simply
ridiculous.

"The Order of the Temple existed for centuries apart from Masonry,
without any known connection further than that the Knights of old em-
ployed the ancient Craft as workmen, and our modem Craft Grand Lodges
consider theTemplar degreesas glaring innovations on 'Symbolic' Masonry.
Although the United Orders cannot claim a direct descent from the
old Religious Military fraternities of the Middle Ages, their teaching and
practices distinctly prove their chivalrio origin, and are a revival of the
principles and usages of the old Religious and Military Orders, which
they correctly represent.

"Modem Templary, then, is only recognized as quasi Masonic,
nothing more, from being allied to it as one of the additional degrees for

about a century past, and it never obtained official recognition in Eng-
land, save as an adopted degree by the York ' Grand Lodge of All

England,' which became extinct about 1790, when York Masonry died
out, and -never united with the regular Grand Lodge of England.

"Close investigation has clearly proved that the alleged origins of

Masonic Templary in the different countries where it exists are mere
fictions. The fabrications of the last century, principally derived from
the idle legends of the obsolete ' Rite of Strict Observance,' which built

up a iifiass of childish fables, used to support the theories of the high
grade Masonic system, that the test of history totally rejects.
" The assumption that Freemasonry is the offspring of the old Mili-

tary Templars u equally untenable.''

ft
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CHAPTER III.

The Tbmplar Ordkk— Its Introduction into British North
Amrrm'a—A DisrcssioN as to thk Priory or the Knioht-s of
St. John at QuuBrx-—The First Warrant for a Templar Encamp-
ment IN Cavada.

I:l.ii

rT is only within the past few years that any efTort

has been made to trace the history of the Templar
Order, from the date of the introduction of the

system into Canada. Masonic writers have, as a
general rule, been inclined to content themselves

with the statementthatCanadianTemplarism couldonly
be traced with certainty to the second decade ofthe nine-

teenth century, and when doubts were expressed as to the

reliability of this assertion, the querist was met by a request

to furnish some proof, however slight, that the information

given was not strictly and in every sense true. Critics were
therefore silenced, and no one seemed courageous enough to

delve into the records hidden in the chests of Masonic Lodges,

and so the origin of Templarism was, without objection,

allotted to the second decade of the nineteenth century. In
lb85 the writer, while on a voyage of discovery in connection

with his History of the Craft Lodges of Ontario, came across,

in the collection of MSS. of the Rev. Dr. Scadding, a sheet of

ordinary writing paper, dated 31st October, 1800, and in-

scribed thereon a Templar warrant for Canada, under the

sanction of Lodge No. 6, Kingston, which is evidence that the

Templar brethren there exercised the authority of a governing
body. Shortly after the production of this document—a copy
of which is given in fac simile in this work—a further dis-

covery was made by Bro. W. F. Bunting, of St. John, New
Brunswick, in effect that a Knights Templars encampment
existed at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1782, held under the Craft

wan-ant of Lodge No. 211, on the registry of the Grand Lodge
of York Masons of England, now numbered 2 on the Registry

of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia. While all this was so

happily turning up in connection with the history of Templar-
ism, a still more interesting announcement was made through
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the columns of the Quebec Morning Chronicle on 12th Decem-
ber, 1885, which gave Teinplarism an antiquity in Canada
that can hurdly be claimed for even the oldest of the Craft

organizations. In 1885 an English officer, Col. R. £. Carr,

visited Quebec, and, after his return to England, wrote a letter

from Morton Barracks, Worcester, England, on 25th Novem-
ber, 1885, to Major Dennis Murray, Clerk of the Peace, of

Quebec, referring to conversations he had had with that

gentleman during his visit to Canada, which is better, per-

haps, given in his own words. The letter addressed to Major
Murray was referred by that gentleman to Mr. J. M. Le
Moine, F.R.S.C., the well-known Canadian historian. Col.

Carr's letter reads as follows :

—

"MoBTON Barrackh,
" Worcester, England,

"Noveteber 26th, 1885.
" Dear Major Murray,—On my return to England from the Canadian

Northwest, I referred to the point in the antiquities of Quebec, regardinjr

which I could not quite trust my memory when enjoying the benefit of

your company in seeing the town, viz., the existence under the French
regime of a Priory of the Knights of St. John, and of which we could find

no trace.
" Knowing your interest in the history of the religious orders of the

city, I send you an ettraot from a fine Italian three vol. quarto work in

my possession, which proves that the Order of Malta had extensive en-

dowments in the Province. There is no doubt that two of the early

Qoverpors-Qeneral, whose names are probably familiar to you, were
members of the Order. This may account for their establishing a branch
in New France. If you should ever find a record of the fate ofthe house
or property, I should be very glad to hear of it.*^* ******

*• Very truly yours,
'< (Signed) K. E. Carr,

" Colonel.
" Major Murray, Quebec, Canada."

Subjoined is the extract relating to Quebec previously

alluded to :

—

" Extract from the American Gazetteer, translated from English and
published in Italian, at Leghorn, 1763 :

—

"The city is well built, and full of superb edifices, such as churches
and palaces ; but there are especially the palace of the Bishop, the
Tribunals of Justice, the House of Knights of Jerusalem, which is a
superb building of square stones, and which is said to have cost £40,000
sterling; with convents of friars, monks, chapels, etc., which it would
occupy too much time to describe. But the most notable edifice of all is

the Palace (of St. Louis), where the Governor resides, in which was the
Grand Council of Carolina, when Quebec was in the hands of the French,
and where were kept all the Royal archives.

"

Mr. Le Moine, in his letter to the Chronicle, which included

that of Col. Carr, says :—

'!i
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" Before dealing with the enquiry set forth by Col. Garr— ' the existence

of a Priory of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem '—it may not be amiss
to identify some of the old buildings alluded to in the Italian-American
Gazetteer of 1763.

" The Bishop's Palace (subsequently public ofhoes and vaults), erected

by Bishop St. Vallier, the second Bishop of Quebec, about 1692, stood on
the south side of the area, on which a wing was added in 1869-60 tu the
adjoining Parliament Building. Our first House of Parliament, erected
in 1834, was destroyed by fire in 1864 ; rebuilt, and again destroyed by
fire. The Bishop's Palace had been ceded to the Imperial Government
by one of his successors, Bishop Panet, in 1830, for the perpetual ground
rent of £1,000 sterlint;, still attached to the ground lot.

"The 'Tribunal of Justice' may mean the Seneohaussee building,

which terminated at the East of St. Louis Street. The dwelling of James
Dunbar, Q.C., covers at present a portion of the ground. Possibly the
Jntendant's Palace, in the rear of Boswell's Brewery, may have been con-
sidered as one of the ' Tribunals of Justice.' Though no vestige now re-

mains, it is not hard to locate the site of the ' Convent of Friars.' The
old Monastery of Franciscan Friars, on Garden Street, is clearly alluded
to, a vast quadrangular building, with fruit gardens ; it fell a prey to fire

on the 26th of September, 1796 ; on a portion of its grounds the Anglican
Cathedriil was built in 1^04. One is at a loss to locate ' the House of the

Knights of St. John of Jerusalem,' a superb building of square stones,

and which is said to have cost £40,000 sterling. If it was not the Chateau
Saint Louis, the first structure of which was of wood, could it be any por-

tion of the Fort Saint Lotiia, built facing the Chateau Saint Louis, and on
the ground now partly comprised by the Ring, or Place d'Armest It was
demolished shortly after the conquest.

" Could the old gilt stone in the wall, with its Maltese Cross and its

date, ' 1647,' have formed any portion of the house of the Knights 1 The
figures ' 1647 ' unquestionably bring us back, as the Rev. Abb6 clearly

showed, to the administration of Governor de Montmagny, a Knight of

Malta," etc.

The letter of Mr. Le Moine drew forth from " E. T. D. C."

(E. T. D. Chambers), a correspondent of the Chronicle, the fol-

lowing on December 17, 1885. He writes stating :

—

" I have read with no little interest the queries of Mr. J. M. Le Moine,
published in the Chronicle of Saturday last, concerning the existence at

Quebec, under French regime, of a Priory of Knights of St. John of

Jerusalem ; and have anxiously looked for replies thereto from students
of early Canadian history.

" In my own limited researches, I have been unable to find a trace of

. such a body within the period designated by Mr. Le Moine and Colonel
Carr, though in view of the number of eminent Knights of St. John of

Jerusalem, Rhodes and Malta resident at Quebec in the first half of the
seventeenth century, the absence of a Priory of the Order in this city

would have been not only a very remarkable fact, but one at variance

with the general principles and practices of the Order. Charles Hualt de
Montmagny, Champlain's successor at Quebec, was not only a Knight of

Malta himself, but De Lisle, his lieutenant, belonged to the same chival-

rous Order. So also did the illustrious Noel Brulart de Sillery, who,
after becoming a priest, placed an ample fund in the hands of the Jesuits

for the formation of a settlement of Christian Indians, at the spot which
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till bean hu name. The name of another dUtinguiahed Knight of

Malta is intimately connected with early Canadian hiatory. When her
North American poMessions were restored to France by the treaty of

1632, Sieur Isaac de Bazilly, Commander of the Order of St. John of

Jerusalem, was commissioned by his Sovereign, at the instance of Riche-

lieu, to proceed to Port Royal and receive its submission to King Louis.

Commander de Razilly was a noted officer in the French navy, and one
of the most foremost members of the company of the Hundred Associates.

A concession was made him on the 29th of May, 1632, of the river and
Bay St. Croix. The esteem in which Sieur de Kazillv was held by distin-

guished members of his own Order, is shown by the letters addressed
him from Malta on the 20th of February, 1636, by the Oradd Master of

the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and which those interested may
read for themselves at page 114, Vol. 1, of the ' Documents Historiques

relatifs a la Nouvelle France,' recently published (1883) by the Provincial
Government, under the personal supervision of Hon. Jean Blanohet, Pro-
vincial Secretary."

We learn from the History of the Knights of Malta, by Abb^
de Berlot, Vol. V., page 141, that in 1652 the Order of Malta
purchased the Island of St. Christopher, now one of the British

West India islands, for which they were obliged to Chevalier de
Poincy, who commanded in that island. Some trouble having
arisen, the Grand Master sent Brother Charles Hualt de Mont-
magny, then Receiver of the Priory of France, to America, as

Procureur-General of the Order.

" While everything points to the probability of the existence at Quebec
in 1647, of a Priory of Knights of St. John, it is diifioult, if not impossible,

to find any other trace of ' a house of Knights of St. John ' than that

quoted by Colonel Carr as an Italian translation from the American
Gazetteer. Not one of the many descriptions still preserved, of Quebec's
public buildings in the 17th century, contains the slightest mention of

Bucb a hoiise. It is scarcely probable that a chapter house at Quebec
for the Knights of St. John was furnished by the Government of France,
and it is therefore more reasonable to suppose that the Quebec Priory of

1647 assembled for their chapter meetings, in an apartment fitted up for

their reception either in the Chateau, or in the Fort St. Louis. That
neither the members of the Order in New France nor its head in Europe,
could afford the necessary sum for the erection of a house in Quebec, is

evident from the letter to de Razilly, already referred to, and from which
it appears that on account of the costly fortifications then being made at

Malta, tl"^ Grand Master, though fully appreciating the foreign labors of
his correspondent, was regretfully compelled to express his inability to
send him any financial aid.

" How then are we to account for the allusion to a chapter-house in the
extract translated from the American Gazetteer^ The old gilt stone
nith the Maltese cross, and the date 1647, now in the wall facing Mr.
Dunbar's residence, if visible at that time, might readily have conveyed
the impression to the writer of the Gazetteer, that the building of wUob
it formed a part was a house of the Knights of St John and Malta. But
we have it on the authority of the late Jamea Thompson, that this stone
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Tvas dug up on the 17th of September, 1784, by the miners at the Chateau,

who were engaged in levelUng the jard during the erection of the

Chateau Haldimand. It would thus appear that this was the foundation

stone of the Chateau St. Louis, erected by Montmagny in 1647 to re-

place or enlarge the original fortress built by Champlain in 1620. It

would not be remarkable, however, if a casual observer like the Qazetteer

writer, should have taken for granted that the building partially occupied

by the Priory at Quebec was the actual property of the Sir Knights.
" It may not generally be known that since the decline of the Order as

a military body, and the issue of the ecclesiastical edicts launched against

the Sir Knights, their teachings, profession and ceremonial have con-

tinued and been handed down, practically unimpaired, to their

descendants.

" E. T. D. C." then refers to the establishment of a Preceptory

of Knights Templars and Priory of the Knights of Jerusalem,

Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, in Quebec, nearly half a century

ago. He states that

:

"The majority of the Knights were French Canadians and many of theu
leading merchants of St. Boch's. Some of the latter survive to this day,

but all left the Order when Freemasonry, which is, and for long has been,

a necessary stepping stone to its mysteries, w^ denounced by the Catho-

lic Church. The withdrawal of the seat of Government to Ottawa caus-

ed the removal of the warrant to Ottawa and a final disruption of the

Priory of Quebec, which had been dedicated to ' William de la More, the

Martyr.' On the 1st of May, 1880, a new Preceptory and Priory, under
its old title, obtained a charter from the National Qreat Priory of Cana-
da," and closes by stating, " I know that these latter details are not
specially called for by Mr. Le Moine's letter, but I cannot believe that

they will prove altogether devoid of interest to those who may have
wondered what extent of connection exists between the Knights of St.

John and Malta of to-day and their predecessors of 1647,—' whose bones
are dust, whose swords are rust, whose souls are with the saints, we
trust.'

"

On the 26th of Jan., 1880, Mr. Le Moine again wrote to the
Chronick, a lengthy but interesting communication, referring

to the correspondence of the 12th Dec, enclosing Colonel Carr's

letter and also alluding to the valuable information furnished

by " E. T. D. C." in the same paper on the 17th Dec, 1885,
Mr. Le Moine in his second letter says

:

" In a communication to the Morning Chronicle, bearing date 12th
December last, I drew attention to aa extract from an American Gazetteer,

published at Leghorn, in 1763, furnished by a distinguished British

officer. Colonel B. E. Carr, now stationed with his regiment at Worcester,
England, as set forth in a letter recently addressed bv him, asking for

information, to our fellow-townsman, Dennis Murray, !^sq.

"The American Qazetteer, of 1763, purported to describe among other

notable edifices of Quebec, at that date, the 'House of Knights of Jeru-
salem, a superb building of square stones, said to have cost j£40,000

sterling.' The origin, existence, and whereabouts of such a costly struc-
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tare, at this period, rather astonished, nay, ranch perplexed, the numerous
delvers in the arena of our ' old ouriositj shop.' Here, indeed, was a nut

to orack, for our indefatigable Montieths, our Champollions, our Oldbucks
of every degree.

'^ A formal invitation through the press was addressed, calling on the

Craft to prepare for the scientific tournament and illumine with their

choicest lore this arcanum magnum. One of the first to respond was an
iudustrions student of Canadian History, Dr. N. E. Dionne, author also

of an elaborate disquisition on Champlain's last resting-place : another

unsolved mystery for inquiring students. The doctor contributed two
columns in a city journal, dwellingon the important part played in the early

days of the ancient capital, by several Knights of Malta, and stating that

he could find no satisfactory evidence of a Priory of Knights of St. John,

etc., having existed at Quebec.
" A correepondent, signing E. T. D. C, in the Morning Chroniele of

the 17th of December last, contributed his valued quota of information

on several points, alleging that notwithstanding the names of several

eminent Knights of Jerus^em, Bhodes and Malta, such as Governor de
Montmagny, his Lieutenant De Lisle, the Commander Noel Brulart de
Sillery, Bazilly in Aoadia, all inscribed on the roll of early Canadian
worthies, there was nothing to show that a regular Priory or Chapter
House had been founded at Quebec in 1647, that it was more reasonable

to suppose that the Knights assembled for their Chapter meetings ' in an
apartment fitted up for their reception, either in the Chateau or in the

Fort St. Louis,' that on account of the costly fortifications then being
made in Malta, the Grand Master, though fully appreciating the labours

'of some of the foreign members, was unable to send any financial aid.'

" The perplexing ' old gilt stone,' with the Maltese cross and the date,
' 1617,' in the Chateau wall facing Mr. J. Dimbar's residence, naturally

came in for its share of notice. On rather slender historical grounds it is

indicated by the correspondent as the foundation stone of the Chateau St.

Louis, erected in 1647 by De Montmagny to replace or enlarge Cham-
plain's original fortress. E. T. D. C. then adds interesting data, especi-

ally for the knights of the square, compass and circle, touching Masonic
matters, such as the handing down, practically, as he says, unimpaired to

their descendants of the ' teachings, profession and ceremonial of the Sir

Knights.'

" The * Priory ' controversy has brought more than one
Richmond into the field.

A most industrious and able youn» writer, hailing from
the ambitious town of Levis, Mr. Joseph Edmund Roy, advan-
tageously known by his historical sketch of the " First Inhabi-
tant of Levis " has written about twenty columns in the

Quotidien to solve the question propounded by Colonel Carr.

That the Knights of St. John in the palmy days of the Order
did fix upon the colony of Quebec as a likely spot on which to

plant their standard, more than one writer is agreed. They
were powerful and wealthy, and that they should seek out so
fair and promising a land was but characteristic of their am-

m
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bition. In Capt. John Knox's Journal of the Siege of Quebec,
the following entry, under date of Ist October, 1759, descrip-

tive of the chief edifices of the city,he makes mention of the still

unfinished but imposing house of the Knights Hospitallers

:

" Their principal buildings were the Cathedral, of which only the walls

remain; the bishop's palace, the colleges of the Jesuits and BecoUets, the

convent of the Ursulines and Hotel DeDieu, with their churches, a semi-

nary for the education of youth, almost beat to pieces, with a neat chapel

adjoining ; a stately and unfinished house for the Knights Hospitallers,

the Intendant's magnificent palace in the suburbs of St. Boque, and the

church of Madame la Victoire, in the low town, of wJiich the walls only

are standing. In the comer houses of the street are niches in the wall,

with statues as large as life of St. Joseph, St. Ursula, St. Augustine, St.

Denis, and many others, with the like figures in the front of the;.'

churches and other religious houses, which have an agreeable effect to

the eyes of passengers. The castle, or citadel, and residence of the late

Governor-General, fronting the BecoUet's college and church, and situ-

ated on the grand parade, which is a spacious place surrounded with
fair buildings, is curiously erected on the top of a precipice, south of the

Ejiiscopal house, and overlooks the low town. The palace, called Fort
St. Louis, was the rendezvous of the Grand Council of the colony. There
is, besides, another citadel on the summit of the eminence of Cape
Diamond."

The first of the Knights to reach Quebec was Champlain,
who came in 1603. He returned to France and was sent to

Canada a second time in 1608. It is claimed by some writers

that Champlain was not a Knight of Malta at this time, as his

name does not appear on a list of persons present at a Chapter
of the Order held on 11th May, 1631, nor was he represented

by a proxy. According to historians he was followed by
Charles de Bourbon, Comte de Soissons, who became Viceroy

of New France, as it was then named. De Chattes, Governor
of Dieppe, being one of those financially interested in the

colony, interested himself in the movement, and he it was who
prevailed upon Champlain to take the initiatory step. The
Knights were not long in making their influence felt. De
Montmagny especially proved an active factor in public aflTairs.

and in conjunction with other Knights, notably de Sillery, de
Razilly, all members of the Company of the Hundred Partners,

advanced the colony with rapid strides. Montmagny, who
was Governor of Quebec from 1636 to 1648, was recalled to

France in the latter year, and was subsequently sent by the

Grand Master of the Knights of Malta to St. Christopher, in the

West Indies, to enquire into the conduct of the Chevalier

de Poincy, who, as Governor of the islands, had built a castle

there, which he had fortified like a citadel, and so managed
afifairs that complaints were made to the Grand Master, who
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made enquiries, when de Poincy offered to surrender it to

Jacques Bouxel de Graucy, the Grand Master of the Order,

conditionally that the latter would pay his debts. The king,

liowever, did not take long to dispossess him, and the Gittnd

Master appointed the Chevalier de Sales to assist de Poincy

with his Council. De Poincy died on the island shortly after-

wards. During his time the island were held by the Order.

The investment proving the reverse of profitable, they were re-

sold to a French company, who finally passed them into the

hands of England. The Order in Canada, however, progressed,

and the Knights during Montmagny's regime acquired strength

and influence. As Governor of Quebec from 163t) to 1648, he
was untiring in his efforts to advance their interests and ele-

vate himself at the same time. The massive Chateau St. Louis,

rebuilt by him and converted into a fortress, was for many
years a monument to his desire for greatness. His conduct,

together with the fact that the increasing possessions and in-

fluence of the Knights was creating comment and jealousy,

occasioned his withdrawal by the king. Nor was suspicion

created by Montmagny's conduct alone. The wealth, an acqui-

sition of his subordinates, gave rise to no little speculation as

to where the aims and objects of the Knights would carry them.
De Sillery, we are told, received a stipend of 4,000 livres as

commander of the Fratres, and further, that he founded at the
place called after his name a chapel, fort and convent, together

with dwellings for the converted natives. Montmagny's eager-

ness for personal aggrandizement was especially distasteful to

the king, hence the recall of the governor, the discouragement of

the Knights under the displeasure of the sovereign, and the de-
cline of the Order as a settlement in Quebec.

In 1784 James Thompson, overseer of the works in Quebec,
found in the yard in the Chateau de St. Louis a stone in which
was cut a gilt Maltese cross, with the date 1647. Conceiving
it to be part of the original Chateau, he replaced it in the wall,

where it is still. Surmises have been multifarious with regard
to this stone, some writers being of the opinion that it was the
foundation stone of the old castle. This theory is scouted by
others, however, who think that the arms of France, rather than
the Cross of Malta, would be chosen as the mark to distinguish
the foundation stone. To support this idea the foundation
stone in Champlain's house, which bore the royal arms, is cited,

The date on the stone with the gilt cross, it is, moreover, argu-
ed, is also evidence against the former theory, of the Chateau
having been enlarged in 1636. It is admitted, however, that it

bears the symbol of the Knights who once occupied the buihl-
B

ii

'!'!:;[

m w

ii



18 KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

ing, and that it was a part of it thei-e is little doubt. Knox's
reference to a " bouse " of the Knights Hospitallers is used as an
argument that an actual Priory of the Order did not exist but
their wealth and possessions, as well as their number during
Montmagny's time, would indicate that there did exist a Priory,

and an influential one at that.

Mr. J. M. Le Moine says:—"I am in possession of a short

note from the learned Abbfe Bois, F. R. S. C , which corrobor-

ates the position taken by the Levis antiquarian," from which
I quote the following

:

" The Knights of St. John, of Jernsalem, established at Quebec, Bras-
de-fer, Montmagny, Sillery, etc., had erected a bureau in the yard of

Castle St. Louis; it had cost 40,000 livres (not pounds) of French money.
The gable contained a large stone, set in the wall, on which was engrav-

ed the arms of the Order. This stone having dropped to the ground
'when the edifice was destroyed by fire in July, 1759 (pending the siege),

remained amongst the ruins until 1784, when the military force detailed

to level the lot found it and placed it in the wall of the Chateau yard.

The shield was carried to England, and after knocking about in the
public stores, it was plac«d at . I have the whole of the particu-

lars among my papers, but am too ill to look them up. (Signed)
L. E. Bois."

The Order of the Temple, which is admittedly distinct from
the Order of Malta, was evidently in a state of vitality in

Canada in the early part of the present century, for we have a

tabulated list of the rreceptories that formed a Great Priory of

Canada under what was apparentl}*^ the Grand Preceptory or

or Encampment of ^{forth America. An extract is given in

another part of this work from a French Templar work, pub-
lished in Paris, France, in 1813, now in the possession of the

Deputy Grand Master, Dr. J. A. Henderson, Q.C., of Kings-

ton, Ont. No trace, however, of a Priory under French
iurisdiction can be found, so that the one referred to

evidently existed on paper only.

The result of careful reading seems to afford conviction that

the organization of the Knights of Malta did exist in some
form in Quebec in the earlier part of the seventeenth century,

and there seems to be no reasonable doubt that their autho-

rity was derived from a parent organization on the Continent

of Europe.

A persistent and continued search has failed to give any
further than the meagre details furnished in connection with
Canadian Knight Templarism in the old city of Quebec.

Every known source of supply has been exhausted, and the

archives of the Craft have oeen carefuUv examined, so that

l!M[

il-:^ :;



FIRST WARRANT FOR A TEMPLAR ENCAMPMEST. 19

any information concerning the dawn of Templarism might be

brought to light.

Knight Templarism comes to the fore again in Quebec on 28th

July, 1855, when, by a warrant from the Grand Conclave of

England, under the recommendation of the Provincial Grand
Conclave of Canada, the Encampment of William de la More, the

Martyr, was constituted, under the Eminent Frater T. D.

Harington. At a later date this Encampment is reported as

having made no returns, and the Provincial Grand Chancellor

requested instructions as to action in the cfxse. In 1871 Col.

Moore, as Provincial Grand Commander, in his annual address,

stated that the warrant of William de la More was in the hands
of the Deputy Grand Commander Frater Harington. and as the

seat of the Canadian Government was removed, and all tin-

members of the Preceptory were civil servants, he had cie

cided not to leave the warrant in Quebec, but to transfer it tc

Ottawa.
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CHAPTER IV.

Templaky in the Province of Nova Scotia—An Encampment in
1782. The Order under the Chapter General of Scotland—
Provincial Conclave or Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

HE Province of Nova Scotia has perhaps the earliest

record of a regular constituted Templar Encamp-
ment. The first records, so far as known of the
Templar degrees in that Province, are dated Sep-
tember 20th, 1782, thirteen years prior to the

earliest records known on this continent, which are those

of St. Andrew's R. A. Chapter, Boston, Mass. Frater

Stephen R. Sircom, of Halifax, and an esteemed member
of the Nova Scotia Preceptory, has kindly furnished the writer

with copies of the ancient records of that and subsequent meet-
ings down to 1784, when they appear to have lapsed. The
following are the extracts :

Haufax, 20th September, 1782.

" At a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons held under Warrant No. 211 on
the Andent Grand Registry of England at the * Golden Ball.

'

" Present :

—

"The Rt Worshipful Bk. Kikkham, H.P. ; R, W. Br. John Woodin, Ist K, ;

R. W. Br. Ephm. Whiston, 2nd K. ; R. W. Br. John Cody, S. ; R. W. Br.
John Willis.

" Applications having been made by Brothers John George Pyke, John
Clark, and Joseph Peters, Past Masters of Regular Lodges of Free and
Accepted Ancient York Masons, for further Light and Knowledge in the
secret and hidden Mysteries of Free Masonry : and they on strict trial

and due examination being found worthy, were by us installed and Insti-

tuted into the Sublime Secrets of Royal Arch Masonry. After which
" An Assembly or Encampment of Sir Knight Templars being formed,

the said Brothers J. G. Pyke, John Clark, and Joseph Peters, were Insti-

tuted and Dubbed Knights of the Most Noble and Right Worshipful
Order of Sir Knight Templars.

" And the Lodge was closed in Peace and Harmony."

There are similar records of ten other meetings, in each case

held "under the Sanction of Warrant No. 211," the R. A.

Chapter degrees being conferred on applicants, "Past Masters

im
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of Regular Lodges," and the recipients being "dubbed Knights"

in the " Assembly or Encampment " which was opened sub-

sequently on the same evening.

On the 9th Oct., 1782, it is recorded that "Bros. Joseph Oabome,
Timothy W. Hierlihy and John Hardy," were so elevated. On the 12th

Nov. following, " Bros. Jonathan Snelling and Daniel Wood " received

the degrees of Knighthood, and on the 18th of the next month '* Bros.

Col. S. Hierlihy and John O'Brien " were similarly honored. On this

occasion the oflicers were "^ elected to serve for the ensuing year, viz. : The
Right W. Bro. Pvke, H. P., T. C. Genl. ; the Right W. Bro. Cody, Ist

K. and Ist G. W.' ; the Right W. Bro. Whiston, 2nd K. and 2nd G. W.,
etc." " The installation of Officers (for want of time) was deferred to a
future opportunity."

The next meeting was on the 12th March, 1783, when the officers chosen

in the previous December were installed, and " Bros. Phelon and Kelley
were raised to the dignity of Templars.

A Chapter and Encampment "on Emergency" was called for a week
later, and met " at the Golden Ball " on the 20th March. Here, it is

stated, that '^Dues paid fur 12th March and 2nd Wednesday in June,
amounting to £3.10, of which £3 was given into the hands of Bro. O'Brien
to pay Lawlor & Wyer, and the remaining lOs. into the hands of Bro.
Kirkham, the Treasurer."
The assessment plan was not unknown to our old-time brethren, for it

is recorded that at this meeting it was " Resolved that all back accounts
be made out and given to Bro. Peters ; which are to be inspected by the
said Bro. Peters, Bro. Snelling and Bro. Wood, who are appointed a Com-
mittee for that purpose, and to make a dividend of the sum to be paid by
each Brother, which shall be refunded as soon as the box can afford it."

The next meeting was on the 11th June, when, we are told, that "an
application from Bro. Wm. Kennedy, of the Union (Lodge), was balloted
for and rejected." It is also stated that on this occasion " a motion was
made 'for a Procession of Royal Arch and Knight Templars on St. John's
Day, which was unanimously rejected for good and sufficient reasons. " It

was likewise " Resolved that all Brother Sir Knight Templars distinguish
themselves on St. John's Day next, by a piece of Black Ribband round the
left arm, and that Bro. R. H. Pyke provide the Ribband for that purpose
on the morning of that day."
Three months later, viz., on the 10th September, 1783, the Chapter

and Encampment convened again, eight members being present, each of

whom paid in 5s. as dues. Bro. Cody asked for an Emergency meeting
in order that a complaint preferred by him against Bro. Phelon be heard,
which was granted, and on the 17th Sept. , the same brethren met to con-
sider Bro. Cody's charge of "great abuse" and Bro. Phelon's defence.
" The two Brothers were desired to withdraw. The Lodge and En-

campment then took the case between them into their most serious con-
sideration, and considering every circumstance between them in the most
favourable light which it was possible to do, declared it as their opinion that
both the said Brothers Cody and Phelon (altho' the case was somewhat
intricate,) bad been greatly to blame, and thereupon ordered that- the
said Brothers should this night make up the differences between, by tak-
ing each other by the hand as Brothers and pay the expense of the meet-
ing. And the said Brothers Cody and Phelon being called in, and having
the sense of the Body declared to them, did aoquieaoe therein, and gave
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•nuranoe to each other aa well as to the Body, that they would have no
more remembrance of this difference, and henceforth live aa brethren."

The two last recorded meetings, viz., that of 10th December, 1783, and
9th March, 1784, do not appear to have had any Templar business to

transact.

The above, together with " a bill of items," furnished the

same Encampment in the year 1 782, and found by Bro. W. F.

Bunting, of St. John, N. B., while making an examination of

old documents in Grand Secretary's office in Halifax in 1886,

are the only records of this early Encampment which was at-

tached to St. John's Lodge No. 211, chartered June 30th, 1780,

and now No. 2 on the Nova Scotia register.

Although in no way bearing upon our history, the following

extract from a letter written by H.R.H. Prince Edward while

stationed with his command in Quebec, addressed to Thomas
Dunckerley, Esq., Grand Master of the Knight Templars, of

which Order H.R H. was Grand Patron, and reproduced from
an old London magazine, will possess perhaps some interest for

the reader

:

"Quebec, November 23, 1793.

" Dear Sir,—Accept our thanks for jour communication of the proceed-
" ings of the Grand Chapter * * * l shall think myself particularly
" fortunate when circumstances will permit my meeting the Knights in
" Grand Chapter in London ; of this I request you will assure them the
" first time that you assemble. * * *

" Your most devoted and obedient servant,

" EDWARD,
" Thomas Dunckerley, Esq., " Colonel of the Royal Fusiliers.

" Hampton Court Palace."

That an Encampment of Templars under the Chapter General of Scot-

land did exist at a very early period is proved by the fact that " Nova
Scotia" Preceptory No. 58, E. R., whose warrant from the Convent Gen-
eral of England is dated 11th October, 1858, was formed by " members of

St. John's Encampment, Reg. Scotland. Halifax, N. S., 1840- 1 850."

The Fratres given as charter members are :

—

Alexander Keith, March 1841.

James Foreman, '' 1841.

Henry C. D. Twining, March 1841.

John D. Nash, April 1850.

John Richardson, April 1843.

Fred Traunwiesser, Feb 1850.

John M. Taylor, March 1841.

William Johns, Dec. 1840.

Robert D. Clarke, Jan. 1841.

George Anderson, March 1841.

Rev. J. T. Twining, D. D. March 1841-.

In consequence of the political changes and reorganization of the
British Provinces of North America into the Dominion of Canada, the
Supreme Grand Master of the Grand Conclave in England and Wales
changed the Provincial Conclave in Canada into that of a Grand Priory
of the Dominion, and the title of Provincial Grand Commander into
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Grand Prior, by patent dated Ist May, 1868, with authority over the

whole Dominion, reserving that of New Brunswicic and Nova Scotia aa a

separate Provincial Conclave.

This Preceptory and the Union de Molay at St. John, N. B., formed

the Provincial Conclave uf Nova Scotia and Now Brunswick, and botJi

worked under its authority till the year 1870, wh»>n tliey came under the

juri8'li< tiun of the Grand Priory of Canada. The Hon. Alt'xander Keith,

(if Halifax, held a warrant from the Grand Conclave of England as Pro>

vincial Grand Commander for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and dur-

ing hia lifetime it was not considered advisable to meri{e those Provinces

into that of Great Priory. The death, in 1873, of that distinguished

Frater at last removed the difliculty, and Col. Moore, the Great Prior,

wrote to England clainiini; those territories. The Council of the Great
Priory of Englnnd at once decided that from the date of Provincial Prior

Keith's death, the territory over which he presided came under the juris-

diction, and should bn amalgamated with the Great Priory of Canada.
A meeting of the Provincial Grand Conclave was summoned to take

place at Halifax on the llOlh .lune, 1873, to discuss and take action on the

proposed severance with Eni;land and affiliation with the Great Priory of

Canada. A proposal to form a Great Priory for the Dominion was also

debated, and agreed to. The Preceptories at Halifax and S'. John were
duly represented. The Preceptory of Union de Molay held a special

meeting at St. .John to consider the question, and cordially approved of

the establishment of such a Great Priory, and resolved to ratify and con-

firm whatever might be done to the end in view by the Provincial Grand
Conclave of Novia Scotia and New Brunswick. Similar action was taken
at the uieetint; of the Provincial Grand Conclave, and both «)f the Mari-
time Province Preceptories on the English registry were added to tlie

roll of Can da.

In August, 1873, a Grand Conclave for the formation of a Grand Priory
for the Dominion was called to meet at Kingston, Ont., and all the Pre-

C'ptories in the Dominion were notififid and requested to send dele-.'ates.

No action was, however, taken till 1876-77, at the annual assembly at

Montreal, when the National Great Priory was forrand by consent c»f the
Supreme authorities in England.
On Ist December. 1885. a warrant was granted Fratres L. B. Archibald,

T. Cooke, and others, then members of the Nova Scotia Preceptory,
Halifax, by the Great Priory of Canada, to " Malta " Preceptory, Truro,
Nova Scotia, thus making two Preceptories in that Province under the
allegiance to the Great Priory.

i
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CHAPTER V.

Temi't.aut in the T'iiovince of Nkw Brunhwick—An ENCAMrMiNT
IN 1840 I'NDKU St.'OTllhll AuTIKtMTY—HlVAL OkOANiZATIONS AND A
TkHUITOHIAL DlKPICUlTy— AcTiON OF THE GUEAT PhIOUV OF UaNAI'A.

li

HE next date in the progress of Knights Templar-
ism in the eastern provinces is 1840, when
"Hibernian Encampment, No. 318 of Knights
Templars," was constituted on the Sth of A|)ril,

1S4(), at St. Andrew's, Charlotte County, New
Brunswick, being the first body of Knights Templars
organized in that Province. The warrant was granted
by the " Supreme Grnnd Encampment of Ireland,

Knights Templars and Knights of Malta," to the following

petitioners:—Fratres James Kyle, John McCoubry, Jnlm
Commac, James Tufts, James Clark, James Brown, Aiexjuider

Cochran, John Kerr, James McFarlane, anil William Gray.
The legular assemblies were held on the second Monday in

March, June, September, and December. The Encampment
held its hist meeting and went out of existence in May of

IbGO, when its Lodge, Cliapter and Encampment warrants
were returned to Ireland. Its records are scant, and but little

can be gathered of its operations, in consequence of the death
and dispersion of nearly all its members. In 1888, out of all

the orticers of this Encampment, Frater A. W. Smith, of St.

Andrew's, N.B., wjis the only one alive.

Knight Templarism in New Brunswick was for many
years in a comparatively dormant condition, when a few of the

adherents of the Order, who he'd fealty to the Grand Priory

and Chapter General of Scotland, bethought themselves of the

formation of an Encampment acting under the authority of

that body, and accordin<rly an application was made in consti-

tuted form early in 1855, for a dispensation to organize, the

outcome being the " Encampment of Saint John Knights
Templars and Knights of Malta, No, 48," on the roll of the

Grand Priory of Scotland.

The first meeting of this body was held at the city of St.

John on the 15th day of May, 185G, under the authority of a
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dispensation from the Grand Priory and Cliapter General of

Scotland, dated at Edinburgh, April 22nd, 1856. It continued

to work under this dispensation up to February 1 1th, 1857,

when it was constituted under a regular warrant in the

Masonic Hall, St. John, its officers installed, and the full

machinery of the Encampment set in working order. Its

numerical and financial condition has steadily increased, until

now it has on its roll nearly. two hundred members, and
possesses ample funds for any ordinary emergency.
By the calamitous fire in St. John of June 20th, 1877, it

lost the warrant, seals, jewels, clothing, banners, and all other
paraphernalia, likewise the entire contents of the armory, con-

sisting of the regalia and equipments of the members. All

the property of the Encampment was destroyed, except the
records. "The value of St. John Encampment's loss was
i?2,800, that of Union de Molay was $2,000."—Stewart's
" tftwy of the Great Fire in St. John, N.B."

The Encampment of Saint John has always been, and is

now, one of tne most prosperous, efficiently equipped, and
spirited Templar bodies in the Dominion of Canada.
The spirit of emulation seemed to imbue Templars in other

parts of New Brunswick, for in 1872 another application

was made for a dispensation for a warrant from Scotland.

This time the petitioners hailed from St. Stephen, Charlotte

County, New Brunswick, and all of them were members of St.

John Encampment, from which they practically swarmed.
This organization is known as " The Priory of the Temple

"

in St. Stephen, Charlotte County, New Brunswick. As before

stated it was formed out of the membership of the Encamp-
ment of Saint John, and is located at St. Stephen, Char-
lotte County, New Brunswick.

This warrant, dated at Edinburgh, April 9th, 1872, wa.s

granted by the " Chapter General of the Religious and Mili-

tary Order of the Temple and Hospital in Scotland," under the

signatures of John White Melville, of Bennochy, and Strath-

kinnes. Grand Master, and Wm. H. Ramsay, Grand Registrar,

to Fratres David Brown, Prior ; Wm. Vaughan, Sub-Prior
;

David Main, Mareschal ; Benj. M. Flint, Hospitaller ; John H.
Rose, Chancellor ; John V. Ellis, Treasurer ; Wm. Waterbuiy,
Secretary ; Geo. F. Keans, Chaplain ; John Cleland, Bauce-
ant; and Arthur W. Hutchinson, Bearer of the Vexillum
Belli.

The regular assemblies are appointed for the second Monday
in each month, and the degrees or orders authorized to be con-

ferred are, firstly, " to instal Knights Templai-s, and create Es-

.1,
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h

quires of the Order, and to confer the degrees of the Knights
of St. John of Jerusalem, or Knights of Malta, Vi\i\i the pre-

ceding step of the Mediterranean rass, or Knight of St. Paul
;

"

secondly, " Knight of the Red Cross of Constantlne
;

" and
thirdly, " of the Priestly Order of the Temple."

In 1867 the Provincial Grand Commander for the Province

ot Canada received a petition from some members of the
" Scottish " Encampment at St. John, New Brunswick, to

establish another Encampment there under the Grand Con-
clave of England and Wales.

The petitioners \r\ St. John had, it is said, previously applied

to Provincial Grand Commander Keith for a dispensation for

their new Preceptory, but the Provincial Grand Commander
of Nova Scotia and Mew Brunswick, by some misconception as

to his authority over the latter province, declined to issue a
warrant for an Encampment then applied for by members of

the existing Scottish body in St. John. Then the petitioners

applied to the Provincial Grand Prior of Canada,and by his au-

thority a warrant dated Ist May, 186!), was issued, constituting

the Union de Molay Preceptory, 104 E.R., to meet at St. John.
The following Fratres were the petitioners :—Christopher Bea-

sant, of the All i^oul's Encampment ; Robt. Marshall, Thomas
A. D. Forster, James Domville, David S, Stewart, W. J. Logan,
Wm. W. Elmslie, Christian A. Robertson, Thos. A. Feters, Jno,

Frost, John B. Hammond, Robert W. Cruikshank, George H.
Whiting, Aaron Armstrong, and George Wilson, of St. John's

Encampment on the Register of the Chapter General of Scot-

land.

The warrant of Union de Molay is dated 1st May, 1869,

but the Encampment was under a dispensation from the

2nd of October, 1868. It appears that Colonel Moore, as

Grand Prior of Canada, issued the provisional warrant or

dispensation for the Encampment to work under the Pro-
vincial Grand Conclave, which had its authority from the

Grand Conclave of England. This act was deemed an infringe-

ment of territorial jurisdiction by the members of the Templar
body in St, John, who owed fealty to their own Preceptory,

which was governed b}' the Chapter-General of Scotland, The
Provincial Grand Commander, Hon, Alex, Keith, called the at-

tention of the English authorities to this infringement, and
asked the intervention of the Grand Master of England and
Wales in the matter. The Grand Chancellor of England
pointed out to the Grand Prior of Canada that the jurisdiction

of Provincial Grand Commander Keith extended over Nova,
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward
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Island. The result was that in December of 1868 the Grand
Master of England declined to confirm the warrant granted by
the Grand Prior of Canada to Union de Molay, and thus sus-

pended the Encampment pending enquiry. In January of

1869 E. C. Hon. Robert Marshall, in a communication to the

Grand Vice-Chancellor, T. B. Harris, at Hamilton, positively

denied that any communication whatever had been held with
Provincial Grand Commander Keith, until after the dispen-

sation had been granted by the Grand Prior of Canada. On
the suggestion of the Grand Prior of Canada a communication
was sent to Provincial Grand Commander Keith, placing the

Encampment under his immediate control and direction, and he
re|)lied in a most cordial and frank manner, and wished Union
de Molay Encampment every prosperity. The controversy ter-

minated by the Grand Conclave of England asserting her
claim to New Brunswick, and directing the Grand Commwnder
of Nova Scotia to issue a new warrant to the Union de Molay,
and on the Chapter General of Scotland no longer insisting on
a claim to New Brunswick, her Encampment there (the St.

John) was allowed to continue under the Chapter General of

Scotland.

This warrant was confirmed by a warrant from the Grand
Conclave of England. Subsequently Union de Molay came in

under the banner of the Grand Priory of Canada.
The Preceptory meets on the first Thursday of every month,

and Frater Robert Marshall was appointed the first Emi-
nent Commander, and Fratres Forster and Domville,
Captains commanding columns of said Encampment, " until

another Eminent Commander shall be regularly elected and in-

stalled in ancient form and invested with the dignities and
powers of office." The warrant is signed by J. W. Huyshe, D.
(i. M., and P. Macph. Colquhoun, Grand Chancellor of England.
The Union de Molay Preceptory has a large list of Fratres,

embracing many citizens in leading positions.

The only two organizations of Knights Templars, within New
Brunswick, not in fealty to Canada, are the Preceptories at St.

John and at St. Stephen. In 1883 the Great Prior of Canada
had considerable correspondence regarding the St. John En-
campment and the Priory at St. Stephen, which held warrants
under the Chapter General of Scotland. The tenor of this

correspondence was lo invite the Scottish bodies to join the
roll of the Great Priory of Canada. Up to the year 1884 every
effort was made to induce a withdrawal of the Preceptories ^

St. John and St. Stephen from the Chapter General of Scotland.

At the Annual Assembly of the Great Priory at Toronto in

I
i
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1884, the attention of the Fratres was directed to the effect that

an American Encampment, St. Omer, of Massachusetts, con-
templated a visit to St. John, N. B., and the Grand Council of

Great Priory hearing this, expressed a hope that the American
Fratres would not lend thembelves to any movement that would
tend to disturb the harmony and cordial friendship, which had
so long existed between the General Grand Encampment of the
United States and the Great Priory of Canada. Direct appli-

cation was made by the Grand Chancellor of Canada, to General
Roome, the Acting Grand Master of the United States to

withhold permission to St. Omer Commandery to visit Cana-
dian territory ; but he did not see his way clear to interfere

in connection with the dispute of Canada with the Chapter
General of Scotland. Accordingly, no action was taken by the

United States Templar authorities, and the St. Omer Comman-
dery did visit the Scottish Pceceptories in New Brunswick, and
were thus guilty of an act that at the time and since was very
much criticised. Resolutions were passed by the Great Priory
of Canada, asking the General Grand EIncampment of the

United States to issue circulars to the Fratres within their juris-

diction, setting forth the fact that the " Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada " now enjoyed absolute jurisdiction over the Tem-
plars of the Dominion, and the Knights Templars of the
United States were requested to take such measures as wuuld
promote the interests of its sister authority on this continent.

The Grand Chancellor of the Great Priory was also directed to

issue warrants to either or both the Encampments of Knights
Templara, working in New Brunswick under the Chapter Gen-
eral of Scotland, and should this offer not be accepted, and the

warrants surrendered within six months, an edict should be
issued declaring non-intercourse with all Templar bodies in

Canada holding any warrant from any authority but the

Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. Replies not baving been
received from the Scottish Encampments at St. John and St,

Stephen, these bodies were declared irregular and clandestine,

and an edict of non-intercourse was issued, and all Templar
bodies in the world were duly notified. After this date matters

remained in abeyance, until the year 1888, when the Great
Priory of Canada desiring to have a better feeling existing

between the Knights Templars in New Brunswick, on the

register of the Chapter General of Scotland, and those of its

own obedience w^ithdrew the edict of non-intercourse.

We have to a certain extent anticipated Templar histoiy in

other parts of C^anada by alluding to the Templar bodies of

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and have only done so that
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the work may be concurrent with the progress of the Order in

other parts of the Dominion, and that the history of the Order
of the Temple in each province may be kept distinct in its

early daya

Mi!
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CHAPTER Vr.

The Knights Templars of Wimtbrn Canada in 1800, 1823, 1824

—

Old Wabbants at Kingston—Interesting Reminisoenobs op Eably
Templabs—Fac-Similb of a Venebable and Honobeb Document.

HE MSS. of Br. Scaddin^ have furnished us some
slight threads with which we may weave a brief

i\ history of the doings of the Knights Templars of

nearly a century ago, when they made the city of

Kingston, Canada, their home and habitation. The
records are as usual incomplete, minute books seem to

have disappeared with the four winds, and what was
left, fire destroyed about thirty years ago. The war-

rant constituting the first Encampment is unique in style. No
elaborate parchment roll, nor gilded writing in varied colours,

authorized the valiant few who believed in the well-known
sign of victory. Plain foolscap paper, with writing that bore

evidence that the schoolmaster was on a vacation, served all

necessary purposes. No seal with the ribbon of the Order
graced the document ; indeed, had it not been that the trend

of the writer's mind was on something Masonic, this valued
addition to Templar archives might yet be hidden in the rolls

of MSS. The fac-aimlle given,—for it is well worth reproduc-

tion—tells its own story. Were the Fratres whose names are

inscribed thereon able to revisit former scenes how they would

ftride themselves as being the pioneers of an Order that has,

ike a giant oak sturdy in strength, become implanted in a soil

that gives nurture and life to Templarism in Canada. This

Kingston Encampment was attached to St. John's, 311, E. R,
Craft warrant, now No. 3, C. R., at Kingston, for in the days of

long ago, the Craft lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, by
an unknown power in them vested, issued warrants for the

conferring of not only Craft and Capitular, but Templar
degrees.*

This old Templar Encampment warrant for Canada, was dis-

covered by the author, in the valuable collection of records and
reminiscences of the early history of Canada, in the possession
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lights Templars' Warrant issued at Kingston, in A.D. 1800.
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of the Rev. Dr. S^adding, of Toronto.— (Coll. Vol. 1, p. 64),

dated Slst of October, 1800. From this it would appear that

it was issued at Kingston (although no place U mentioned).

The signature of the Recorder, John McGill, is well authentic-

ated, as a resident who lived and died in Toronto, then " York,"

at an ad rpneed age.

The Li umstance of the Encampment being authorized to

meet under sanction of Lodge No. 6, Kingston, which had its

warrant from R. W. Bro. Jarvis, is additional proof that at that

early date, Templar and other alleged M&sonic bodies were all

attached to and held under authority of Craft warrants.

The heading of the warrant is conclusive that modern
Teraplary was always considered a trinitarian Christian

society. The title also shows its English origin, as in 1791

we find the Templar rite in English, styled " Grand Elected

Knights Templars Kadosh of the Royal Exalted Religious and
Military Orders of Herodum," etc.

From the same source the St. John of Jerusalem Knights
Templars Encampment attached to the old Craft Lodjre of St.

John at Kingston,—now revived in the " Hugh de Payens

"

Premier Preceptory,—was also derived; although the allusion

to its obedience to the Supreme Grand Conclave at Malta,

shows how little historical accuracy or research at that time
existed, there being no such body then in Malta ; but it was
taken for granted, and copied without investigation, from the

statement of inaccurate observers. The city of Kingston,

Ontario,has been accorded the honour ofbeing the headquarters
of the revival of the Templar Order in Canada, and to the
" Hugh de Payens," that of the Premier Preceptory of the Do-
minion, but recent discoveries in Quebec and the Maritime
Provinces render this claim a doubtful one.

Of the records of the ancient Canadian Encampment very
few exist. The only papers discovered are 1st, the MS. war-
rant issued to Christopher Danby, a prominent mason and offi-

cial under the regime of William Jarvis, the Provincial Grand
Master in Upper Canada under the jurisdiction of the Athol
Grand Lodge, of which the Duke of AtLol was Grand Master,

in contradistinction to the Grand Lodge of England.

(COPY.)

[Original in Dr. Scadding'a Collection : Vol. T., p. 54.]

In the Name of the Undivided Trinity : Father, Son, and Holy Ohost.

^ We the Grand Master, etc., etc., etc., etc., etc., of the
Masonry, 5800. > Royal and Exalted Relifiiious and Military Order, H. R.

) D. M., Orand Elected Masonic Knights Templars, K.D.
O. S. K. , of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, etc. , and undef
sanction of Lodge No. 6, held in Kingston, in Upper Canada, etc.

; i

i
;

' !
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S2 KMGUrs TEAU'LAllS.

VVp, in an Encampineiit of Knights Tomplara, have unanimously oonn-
sellud and agrfod tu appoint our vrell-beloverl Sir Knight, Companion
Christopher Danby, as Captain-General ; and our well beloved Sir

Knight, Companinn Joseph Cheneque, First Captain, and our well-

beloved Sir Knight, Companion Burk, Secona Captain, etc., and in

virtue of this warrant you are to hold Encaiupmnntsand exalt Royal Arch
Masons to the Degree of Knight I'eniplar : Provided they be found
worthy to go through the amazing tria s attending the same.

(iiven under our hands and seal, this 31st of Octuber, in the year of

our Lord 1800. (Signed.)

Frederick Hirschfeldt, Grand Master.
John Darley, Generalissimo.

Francis Wycott, C»pt. (ieneral.

William Mackay, First Captain.

Thos. Sparham, Junior, Second Captain.

John McGill, Recorder pro-tera.

2nd. A list of the members of the Encampment, dated 2nd November,
1800.

The followinfif is a verbatim copy of the roll :

—

*' In the name of the Undivided Trinity.
*' A list of ttie Eniampineut held at Kuigston every quarter oP a ye^r :

Kingston, 2nd Nuv'r, 1800.
" Frederick Hirschfeldt, Master, Kingston.
"John Darlev, Generalissimo, "
" V. Guest, Capt. General, "
" William Mackay, Ist Capt., "

"Thomas Spartiam, 2nd Capt., "
'' Sir Thomai Richardson, Baycaiity.

"Sir JamtrS Beyman. Kinjiston.
" *Sir John McGiil, Queen's Rangers.
" iSit Alexander Macnabb, Queeu'd Rangers. Had a regimental Lodge.
" Sir Edward Gachan, Mariner, Kingston.
" Sir John Sizf", Mariner.
" Sir M. B. Hay, R.C V.. removed to Montreal, Oct'ber 31st, 180O.
" Sir Joseph Senegin, R.O.V., removed to Fort George, 30th Sept.

" William Mackay,
'* Recorder General."

Of the members two at least are well remembered names,
those of John McGill and Alexander Macnabb. The Fratres

belonged to the Queen's Rangers regiment. This regiment
was known as the 1st American, or Queen's Rangers, and was
commanded by Col. Sir John Greaves Simcoe. The regiment
was sent from En'^land in 17D0. William Jarvis was a cornet

in this regiment, and he was at the same time secretary and
registrar of the lecords for the Province of Upper Canada,

Queen's Ringers Lodge met first at Newark, now at Niagara,

and in 1794 in York. In 1800 the regiment was disbanded

and the warrant returned to England. John McGill after-

*A(ljiitant Queen's Ranaers, 1707, and Conimiasary of Stores, U. C
fEusign Queeu's Ranyers, 1800.
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wards occupied very prominent and important positions in the

Piovince ot Upper Canada, and his career is woith noting. In

the Upper Canada Gazette or American Oracle of May 30,

1793, we have ten guineas reward offered for the recovery of

a ijovernment grindstone. The advertisement reads as follows:

—

" Ten guineaa reward is offered to any person that will make discovery

and prosecute to conviction the thief or thieves that have stolen a grind-

stone trom the King's Wharf at Navy Hall, between the 30th of April

and the 0th instant. John McGill, Coin, of Stores, etc., for the Prov-
ince of Upper Canada. Queeustown, 16th May, 1793."

In 1801 we find Frater McGill among a list of those who
subscribed to the opening up of Yonge street, " Hon. J. Mc-
Gill, £16."

In an old account of John Bennett, Government Printer,

and dated 24th June, 1805, we find the account duly audited

in council by Peter Russell, as Presiding Councillor and
Examiner.

(Signed) John McGill,
Inspector Genl. P. P. Accts.

A true copy.

John McGill,
Inspector Genl. P. P. Accts

As late as 1833 in Walton's City of Toronto directory, we
find that in giving Lot street, afterwards called Queen street,

the compiler says, referring to the fact that Queen street ended
at Church: " Here this street is intercepted by the grounds of

Capt. McGill, S. P. Jarvis and Hon. W. Allan." The Jarvis

named was a descendant of the old Provincial Grand Master.

The park lot where now stands the Metropolitan Church,
Toronto, was originally the property of John McGill, and the

cosy cottage that for nearly three-quarters of a century stood

there, amid the tall forest trees, was built by him. The square
was known as McGiU Square, and the house was occupied for

years by Mr. Jas. McCutcheon, a brother of the inheritor of

the bulk of Mr. McGill's property, who in accordance with his

uncle's will, and by authority of an Act of Parliament, assumed
the name of McGill, and became .subsequently well known
throughout Canada as the Hon. Peter McGill. Another
prominent name on the roll was that of Alexander Macnabb,
an ensign in the Queen's Rangers, and his name appears as a
patentee from the Crown in the early plans of the town of

York. He had received promotion, and was Captain Macnabb.
He afterwards joined an English regiment, and fought and fell

at Waterloo, the only instance, as is supposed, of a Canadian,
C
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who was also r Craftsman and a Templar, .slain on that occa-

sion. In 1808 his nephew, the Rev. Dr. Macnabb, of liowman-
ville, Ontario, was presented by the Duke of Cambridge in

person with the Waterloo medal for the family of Captain
Alacnabb. It is worthy of remark that Captain Macnabb was
the first patentee of the plot of ground on the S.E. corner of

Bay and Wellington streets, whereon stood the house in which
the Upper Canada Gazette was published at the time York was-

taken by the Americans. The house was afterwards occupied

by Andrew Mercer, and as he had no legitimate heirs, it was
escheated by the Crown, and the proceeds, over one hundred
thousand dollars, were devoted to the erection of the Mercer
Reformator}', Toronto.

The 3rd and only remaining record of the Encampment of

1800 is the MS. of the following invocation used at the meet-
ings :

" A Prayer uted at the making of Knights Templara.
" Almighty God, who did'st send thy faithful soldier, St. John of

Jerusalem, to prepare the way of our Blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, Grant that we by his imitations may vanquish the enemies of

Body and Soul, and be crowned with Eternal Glory.

"Amen."

"For by the Birth, Life, Djath, and Resurrection of our Blessed Lor
and Saviour, ate we taught how to live and die as Christians. And it '

tny Province to close our Encampment by previously declaring that by
His Glorious Ascension He has gone before us to open the Doors of the
Grand Celestial Conclave, for he hath sr-d, ' In my Father's House there
are many Mansions, but 1 go before you to prepare the way, to open the
Gates of I'aradise, that where I am my servants may be also.'

"Amen."

Dr. J. A. Henderson, Q. C, of Kingston, Deputy Grand
Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, has given me
the perusal of a work issued in Paris, France, in 1817, entitled

the " Manual Des Chevaliers, De L'Ordre du Temple, A Paris."

" Chez les FF. J. B. Poulet et Ch. A. Poulet et Ch. A. Poulet, pere et

flls, Grands Adeptes de I'Aigle noir de St. Jean, Imprimeurs de la Milice

du Temple, quai dee Augustins, No 9."

On page 190 of this French Templar work we find ample
evidence that as early at least as 1 813, the Order of the Temple
did exist in some form in Canada, under the Grand Preceptory

of North America, a subordinate body thereto being the Grand
Priory of Canada. On page 240 a list of the Canadian Pre-

ceptories is given. The opening paragraph is the general head-

ing on page 190 for all the Preceptories and Priories given in
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tli«> list anfl covering both homispluMos, while the list of those

ill North America is taken from pai;e 214 of the same work :

—

TAniiKAiJ Ornkkai.

Dph Clmrges IjenefioinlpH do IMJrdo dn Toniplo, d'npros In onrte geo-

f(ra]>>ii(|iiP droHHoe eu exociiiion du Dooret MngJHtrnl dii II Tah, 6U5.

11 Mars, IMl!}.

OUANDK rUKCRPTORIB OR NoRD-AmF.UIQI'R.

(htANUR-PiiiEinjE 1)1' Canada.

Malbnye.—(Quebec, inetr; Montreal, Lorete, Clinmplnin, Chicontinie.

Labrador.—Umith, Low, DnliH, Tiniagaming, Nomisco, MiBtasin.

Cliristanx.—Havane, Natnoonaaki, Agaponqno, Monsipi.

Tracy. Midiipiooton, Abitibis, TeiniH, Caiiiing, Nopieiri, Amicois.

Huron.—Mapitoualin, Micbillimnkina, Ontaoiino, Hakia.

Ontario.—Niugarn, Keuto, Tegaro, Frontenao.

'rprre-Neuve(ile de).—Bona Viata Chouard, Ray, Plaianuoe.

The following is the translation of the French list and the
location of each district. The writer has not been able to find

modern equivalents for all the geographical names, as the spell-

ing of the names in many cases is incorrect. For instance :

Smith and Low are very indefinite. There is i Smith near
I'eterboro' and a Low in the neighbourhood of Ottawa ; but
tliese can hardly be the places meant. Mistassini is behind
Quebec, almost due north, in about; 52" N. In the extreme
west no doubt an old Hudson Bay and Labrador map would
contain the location of territory. Abitibi is the supposed east-

ern boundary of Hudson Bay territory :

—

TRANSLATION :

Malbaye.—Murray Bay, on the Lower St. Lawrence.
Quebec.—nietr., ie. metropole, capital.

Montreal.—Montreal.

Lorete.—Lorette, near Quebec.
Cbamplain.—-Champlain, near the Lake.
Chicoutime.—Chicoutimi, head of the Saguenay.
Labrador.—Labrador.
Smith.

Low.—There is a place called Low in the Ottawa Diatrict.

Duke.—Probably Duquet fief.

Timagaming.—Lake Temiaoaming, Ottawa diatrict.

Nemiaco.—Near Miatassini on Rupert River. Neniico Lake (Hud-
pon'a Bay).

Miataain.—Miataaaini Lake, North-eaat of Quebec.
Chriataux.—Chriatinaux Territory and Lake, Hudaon Bay Co., North

Shore of Lake Superior and weat aa far aa Red River.

Savane.—Savanne.
Namcouaaki.
Agapeaque.
Monaipi.

Rat Portage Diatrict.

!

!
1 ,|i
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Traoy.—Lake Superior.

Midiipicoton.—Michipicoten, near Lake Superior.

Abitibis.—Abitibi, Labrador. North of the head waters of the Ottawa
in the James' Bay district—not Labrdaor.

Teniis Caming.—Temiscamingue, on the Upper Ottawa.
Nepiciri.—Nipissing, Lake.
Amicois.

Huron.- -Huron Lake or Indians.

Mapitoualiu.—Mauitoulin, on Lake Huron.
Michillimakina. Mackinac, on Lake Hiirou.

Outaouac.—Ottawa, or Ottawa Indians.

Sakis.—Sakis, on Lake Huron (name of a tribe of Indians.)

Ontario.—Ontario.

Niagara.—Niagara.

Kuente.—Bay of Quinte.

Tegaro.

Frontenac.—Kingston, Ontario.

Terre-Neuve (ile de).—Newfoundland.
Bona-Vista.—Bona-Vista, Newfoundhmd.
Chouard.—Newfoundland.
Ray.—Cape Ray, Newfoundland.
Phiisance.—Placentia, Newfoundland.

The organization above referred to i.s believed by many to

be purely a Roman Catholic religiou.s Order, and in no way
connected witii Masonic Templarism. A doubt existing, and
the little being suggestive, it is given as interesting memoranda.
The next Encampment of Templars appears to have been

warranted at Kingston, on 10th day of March, 1823. In
November of 1«83, through the efforts of R. E. Frater, Dr. J.

A. Henderson, Q.C., of Kingston, the Deputy Grand Master, a

MS, of a warrant of dispensation granted by Ziba M. Phillips in

March, A. D. 1823, was discovered in Kingston, and which for

a long time was considered the warrant that succeeded that

of the Encampment of 1800. The following is a copy of

the dispensation of 1823, which preceded the warrant of 1824.

" In the name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, etc., etc., etc.
•' To all to whom these presents shall come. Greeting.

'* Know ye, that I Ziba M. Phillips, General Grand Master of the
Most Holy Order of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta of Upper
Canada, do give and grant this my dispensation to my trusty and well-

Deloved brethren, Sirs John Butterworth, Thos. Ferguson, and William
Chestnut, and a constitutional number of Sir Knights to open and hold a

Grand Encampment of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta in the
Town of Kingston, and therein to make Sir Knights according to the
ancient custom and usage of the Craft in all nations and ages round the
globe.

" Given under my hand and seal at Kingston this 10th day of March,
1823.

" Ziba M. Phillips,
" G. G. M. K, T., K. M."



OLD WARRANTS AT KINGSTON. 37

Then we have the by-laws and regulations for the govern-

ment of No. 1, or as it was known, St. John's Encampment of

Kingston. The discovery of the MS. warrant and by-laws

sheds further light on the proceedings of the early Canadian
Templars' by-laws and regulations for the government of " No.

1, or St. John's Encampment and Council of Sir Knights Tem-
plars and Knights of Malta assembled in the Town of King-
ston in the Province of Upper Canada.

"

. The MS. reads :—

" A dispensation having been received by a certain number of Sir

Knights Templars and Knigl^ts of Malta for the formation of a regular

Encampment and Council in the Province of Upper Canada, when the

Sir Knights were duly installed by Sir Hugh Boland, Grand Master of

the Encampment, when it was
" Resolved, that this Encampment and Council shall hereafter be

known by the style and title of No. 1 , or St. John's in the Town of

Kingston.
" We, the following Sir Knights, do severally bind ourselves to the

following By-laws, by affixing our respective signatures to the same.
" No. 1. We, the Sir Knights Templars and Knights of Malta, do

agree to hold in the Town of Kingston, a regular Encampment and Coun-
cil at the house of Sir George Millward, known by the sign of the old

King's Head, or auch other place as the majority may think proper to

appoint on the second Monday of the following months in each year, that

is to say January, April, July and October, to meet each evening at seven
o'clock in the months of April and July, and at six o'clock in October and
January.

"• No. 2. That the first Encampment shall commence and be held on
the second Monday in April, 1823.

" No. 3. That the house of meeting shall be, as heretofore mentioned,
when every member shall appear clean shaved, and in clean apparel, and
duly sober.
" No. 4. That every member of this Encampment and Council shall

pay on every regular night the sum of two shillings and six pence.
" No. 5. That the sum of one shilling and six pence shall be expended

in refreshment, and one shilling to the good of the box.
" No. 6. Every member to have three days' notice previous to meeting.
" No8. 7 and 8. Every candidate shall produce a certificate from the

Royal Arch Chapter, to which he formerly belonged, or to be well

vouched for by some member of the Encampment.
'* No. 9. Every candidate applying for the order of the Knights Templars

shall pay on receiving it the sum of £2 H. C'y for the good of the chest,

and one shilling to the Tyler, and make up the deficiency of the night, if

any, after the members have paid their regular dues, but in case of any
emergency, the expense of the refreshment to be borne for those who call

for it, with the exception when called for by the Grand Master.
" No. 10. Every Knight Templar joining the Encampment to pay on

the night of joining the sum of ten shillings independent of the regular
dues.
" No. 11. All visitors to pav the sum of two shillings and six pence.
" No. 12. Every Knight Templar receiving the order of Knight of

Malta, if made in this Encampment, shall pay the sum of five shillings,

and ii made in another Encampment the sura of ten shillings.
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" No. 13. The Tyler to be allowed for Tyling, delivering summonses,
etc., for each and every night the sum of tive shillings.
" No. 14, The installation of officers to take place on the second Mon-

day in April in each year.
" No. 15. The appointment of officers to take place on the second

Monday in January in each year, when a committee shall be appointed to

settle the amounts previous to the installation of officers.

" No. IG. Any tfficer not attending on regular night, or on being duly
warned, shall be fined the sum of two shillings and six pence, unless pre-

vented by sickness, or sending a proper excuse to the Encampment.
" No. 17. Members not attending one hour after the hour appointed

for assembling, shall not be allowed to enter the Encampment for that

night while engaged in their duty.

"10th March. 1823."

The dispensation of March, 1823, was followed by the war-
rant from the Grand Superintendent of Royal Arch Masonry,
Companion Ziba M. Phillips, sanctioned by the Provincial

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Upper Canada. In this warrant

he styles himself as " Grand Master of the Conclave of

Knights Templars, Knights of Malta and of the Holy Order
of the Priesthood, sanctioned by the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of Upper Canada," Prior to that period all

degrees of a supposed Masonic origin appear to ha\e been
legalized when held under a Craft lodge or Royal Arch
Chapter. The degrees of Knight Templar and Knight of

Malta, being looked upon as a continuation of the Royal
Arch, were more immediately under the control of that

bod3^ The warrant was dated 12th of February, 1824, and
was issued for the purpose of establishing the first Encamp-
ment of Knights Templars in Canada, named the " St. John of

Jerusalem, and attached to the Craft lodge of St. John's " at

Kingston. From portions of a minute book still in existence

it seems the Encampment w .s organized by the Knights
Templars resident in Kingston. The minutes which have been
preserved extend only over a few years, but it was worked
until AD. 1830, as Frater Boyden asserts, and the members evi-

dently were not of very high literary attainments. The follow-

ing is a copy of the original warrant of 1824 sent to the Grand
Conclave of Knights Templars in ingland in 1854, and ex-

changed for the Hugh de Payens warrant.

The following is an exact copy of the original MS :-—

*' In the name of the Eohj and Undivided Trinity, etc., Ziba M. Phillips,

0. M.

'' To all and every our Right worthy and loving Brethren, Sir Knights
Templars and Knights of Malta :

"I, Ziba M. Phillips, Esquire, Grand Master for the Province of

Upper Canada, etc. , etc. : Send Greeting,—
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" Know ye, that by virtue of the authority and confidence repo«ed in

me, as Grand Master of the Conclave of Knights Templars, Knights of

Malta and of the Holy Order of the Priesthood, sanctioned by the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Upper Canada, etc., etc.

" In testimony of the great esteem and con6dence reposed in our Right
Trusty and Well-Beloved Brethren, Sirs John Butterworth, William
Cliestnut, Thomas Ferguson, Robert Johnstone, Thomas Smith, George
Millward, Joseph Dalay, Benjamin Olcott, Robert Walker, William Don-
aldson, James Meagher, Samuel Boyden, and George Oliver, of the Town
of Kingston, I do form them, my said worthy'and well-beloved brethren,

Sir Knights, into a regular Grand Encampment, or Grand Conclave,
therein, when duly congregated, to exalt worthy Royal Arch Masons to

the Sublime and Most Holy Degrees of Knights Templar, of Malta, and
the Red Cross, according to the customs and usages of Knights of those
Degrees in all ages and nations round the globe. And I do hereby give

to the above named Brethren Sir Knights full power and authority to

nominate their successors, and invest them with their badges and em*
power them with their privileges whenever they shall think proper,
according to the ancient custom, they the said Knights and their success-

ors paying due respect to the Supreme and General Grand Conclave at

Malta, and to us, by whom these presents are granted.
" In testimony whereof I herewith set my hand and affix the Seals of

the Cross, at Kingston, this twelfth day of February, in the year of our
Lord, 1824, &i>\ of Light 5824.

« (Signed)

"ZIBA M. PHILLIPS, G. M.
'' Signed in presence of Philip F.Hall, K.T.,K.M., Grand Recorder P.T."

All the petitioners resided in Kingston and were British

subjects. Of the Encampment of 1824 a few papers hav3 been
preserved. The following is the report of a committee ap-

pointed to examine into the financial affairs of the Fratres :

—

" Kingston, 17th April, 1824.

"The Committee appointed by the Encampment of Sir Knishts
Templars on the 12th instant, assembled at the house of Sir George Mill-

ward, according to that appointment, and proceeded to investigate and
arrange the accounts of the Encampment.
" Present,

—

" Sir George Oliver, Chairman.
" Robt. Johnston, Sir Jos. Dalay,
" Wm. Donaldson, " R. Walker,

.
" P. F. Hall, (members.)
" George Millffard, Recorder.

" The Committee upon due examination of the Treasurer's accounts,

vouchers and receipts, aa also the bills due by the Encampment, find that

there are outstanding debts due by the Encampment amounting to seven
pounds, four shillings and eleven pence, and that the Treasurer had in

his hands six pounds, one shilling and one penny half-penny, which was

f)aid over to Sir George Millward towards the liquidation of the same,
saving the balance against the Encampment of one pound, three shillings,

and nine pence half-penny, for which the committee give their bond to

Sir George Millward.
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" The Committee beg to lay before the Sir Knights Templars in En-
campment asnembled a statement of the accounts now open and unliqui-

dated, both Debtor and Creditor, to this date, that is to say :

" Dr. Encampment No. 1, Sir Knights Templars.LSD
April 17th, 1824. To bond to Sir Geo. Millward .... 1 3 9^
Sir Jas. Meagher 10
To amount of subscriptions advertised 10 10

£12 10 9|
CONTRA CR. LSD

July 14th, 1823. By Sir T. Sparham's dues not paid 3 9
October 13th, by H. M. Gough, Cottier 7 6
January 12th, 1824, by T. Smith, Cottier, 28 6d e. w 5
By balance due from Sir William Fraser 10
By amount due to balance for refreshment from W.

Evans, W. Fraser and E. Barney, Us 8d 1 15
April 12th, by dues, Chestnut, Johnson, Smith, 01-

cott, Millward, Cottier, Sparham, Evans, Barney 1 2 6
By balance due from J. Moore 16 6

'
' amount due to balance for refreshment, J. Moore

and P. Nolan, ISs, ew 1 G
By amount of J . Meagher's subscription not paid .... 15

£7 3

Balance Dr 5 10 6i

£12 10 9*
*' Unanimously confirmed, 12th July, 1824.

" P. F. Hall, Recorder, P. T."
" The Committee having thus brought the accounts of the Encamp-

ment to a close, beg to suggest to the Grand Master and Sir Knights
present the necessity of impressing upon the minds of those in default in

their payments of fees or dues to the Encampment, to make early

arrangement towards the discharge of the same.

" Geo. Oliver, Chairmen.
" RoBT. Johnston.
" Joseph Dalay.
'• Wm. Donaldson.
" Robert Walker.
" P. F. Hall."

In a warrant of dispensation issued by Simon McGilllvray,

Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada, the names of

Robert Johnston, Philip Ferguson Hall and also William
Chestnut appear along with James Robinson Wright, James
Hassey, James Cunningham, Chester Hatch, John Maguire,

who were members of Leinster Lodge No. 283, on the roll of

the Grand Lodge of Ireland. These brethren in 1825 applied

to Bro. McGillivray to exchange their Irish warrant for one
under the United Grand Lodge of England, and pending the

arrival of the new warrant, Bro. McGillivray granted a dis
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pensation on 31st Jan., 1826, to Leinster Lodge to meet at

Kingston. The brethren retained their name although their

warrant was exchanged.

The next document is a letter from P. F. Hall, the recorder*

2)ro tern., who writes to the Grand Encampment at Montreal,

evidently in search of information. There is no authentic

information about this organization, except the MSS. in the

writer's possession. Frater Hall is evidently desirous of

knowing whether a man can receive the degree of Knight
Templar without having received those of the Craft and
Royal Ai'ch. The Past Grand Master of the Knights Tem-
plars, George Owen Radford, answers the letter in the absence

of the Grand Recorder. He reminds Frater Hall that his let-

ter was not official, and should have had the seal of the

Encampment attached. The following is a copy of his letter

:

" Montreal, the 24th of January, 1827.
'' Sir.—^Your letter, dated at Kingston in Upper Canada the 17th in-

stant, was delivered to rae yesterday morning, which I laid before the
Most Eminent Master of the Grand Assembly of Sir Knights Templars
and Knights of Malta, in the City of Montreal, in His Majesty's Province
of Lower Canada, who was pleased to observe that special communications
of the description of your letter are invariably formed and concluded in

an Encampment, and under the seal of it, accompanied by a list of the
Sir Knights together with an account of the Lodges or the Grand Lodge
of which they are contributing members.

" We presume, and'take it for granted, that you know that no Mason
can become a lawful Knight Templar without having served faithfully in

all the previous degrees, both in the Craft and in Royal Arch Masonry.
No man can lawfully be admitted a Templar below the sublime degree of

a Royal Arch Mason.
" We cannot see that the doubts of a Blue Mason can weigh a feather

respecting the concerns of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta, of

which they cannot, or they ought not, to know anything.
" We feel pleased to read in your letter that yonr sole wish is to con-

form to the ancient and honourable laws of the Magnanimous Order, and
impressed with that feeling (and supposing we are writing to Knights
Templars and Knights of Malta,) we most sincerely wish you health,

wealth and prosperity in all your lawful pursuits, more particular in those

respecting the Magnanimous Order.
" I request permission, sir, to subscribe myself, in the absence of the

Recorder, your very humble obedient servant,

" GwYN Owen Radford,
"P. G. M. K. T. & K. M.

" Addressed to Mr. P. F. Hall, Kingston, Upper Canada."

Another document in the MSS. is a record of the minutes of

a meeting of the Encampment, held in Kingston on 29th May,
1827. The minutes are not prefaced with any introductory

writing, as is usual in the proceedings of Preceptories of to-

day. It will be observed that the assembly was called an En-
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campment and the presiding officer Grand Commander. In

Canada, in later years, the word " Preceptory " is used, and the

presiding officer, " Eminent Preeeptir."

The Encampments of 1800and of 1823 were formedwholly by
Canadians—Americans were often visitors. The working may
have been taken from the United States as it was easier of

access than the old country.

The minutes are given as in the MSS.:

—

" Kingston, May 29th, A.M., 5827.
" Sir Wm. Chestnut, G.C.
" Sir ThoB. Smith, Generalissimo.
*' Sir Thos. Ferguson, Captain General.
" Sir Samuel Boyden, Grand Sword Bearer.
" Sir Joseph Dalay, Grand Standard Bearer.
" Sir Wm. Eraser, Grand Marshal.
" Sir James Meagher, Sen. Warden.
" Sir Eliakim Barney, J. W.
"Sir John Weller, Jr., Secretary, pro tem.
" Sir Robert Walker, Treasurer.
" Sir Wni; Donaldson.
" Visiting Sir Knight, Sir John Edgar.
" Sir Henry Bolte, Sentinel.
'
' The Encampment assembled for despatch of business, agreeable to

special summonses, by order of the Grand Commander, when the above
Sir Knights were present, and appointed as there stated ; also the follow-

ing :—
" Ordered unanimously that this Encampment do stand firm. The pe-

tition of James McDermot was read and balloted for accordingly, and
was received unanimously. The petition of Capt. Polly was read, and re-

ceived a clear ballot. The petition of J. R. Wright was read, and he was
rejected.

" Sir Wm Polly has been knighted and dubbed, for which he returned
thanks.

DUES.

Ferguson,
Sir Wm. Chestnut, -

Samuel Borden,
Joseph Dalay,
Wm. Fraser,

Jas. Magher,
Eliakim Barney,
John Weller, Jr., -

Robt. Walker,
Wm. Donaldson,
Sir Wm. Edgar, -

For reduction, 5d

L S
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The MS. states that it was " ordered unanimously that this

encampment stand firm." What is meant by an Encampment
standing " firm " is a myster}'^ to the Tem|)lai's of to-day. In

the " dues" list ' Samuel Borden " is certainly " Samuel Boy-

den," " Magher" is "Meagher."

The next document amongst those preserved is the record of

a ii»eeting held to investigate the charges made against certain

Fratres or " Knights " who were at Watertown, N.Y., on St.

John's Day, but who were evidently excluded from meeting in

Encampment with the American Knights.

The MS. thus gives the proceedings :

—

" Kingston, 3rd July, 1827.

" A meeting of the Sir Knights Templars in the Town of Kingston, be-

ing called together for the purpose of taking into consideration what
steps shall be taken in consequence of a letter having been sent by A. J.

Ferns, directed to H. Steel, Esq., the M.£.H.P. of Sackett's Harbor
Chapter, or to the W.M. of the lodge,' when Sir Thos. Smith was called to

the chair, Sir George Millward, Secretary.
" The chairman having explained the purport of the meeting to the Sir

Knights present, the following resolutions were agreed upon :

—

"Resolution 1st. That the Sir Knights who are mentioned in the

said letter, sent to H. Steel, Esq., M.E.H.P., etc., as excluded andlying
under censure of the Grand Lodge, send in a petition to No. 5, praying

for an explanation of the letter, and why they are excluded and under
censure, and all those who are members of No. 5, and Knights Templars,
and were at Watertown on St. John's Day to support them as far as re-

gards the letter to the uttermost in their power as Knights Templars.
" Resolution 2nd. That Sir Robert Walker petition the High Priest

of the Frontenac Chapter to call an emergency of the said Chapter to in-

vestigate into the character of the said Robert Walker, and likewise to know
what he is under charge of the said Chapter for, as stated in the said let-

ter sent to H. Steel, Esq., M.E.H.P., of Sackett's Harbor Chapter, etc.

" The above regulations have been read and unanimously agreed to.

" We, the subscribers of the same, do agree to come forward to vindi-

cate the character of the Knights Templars, as far as regards the, letter

sent by the said A. J. Ferns to H. Steel, Eeq., of Sackett's Harbor.

Chairman,
Thos. Smith, Joseph Dalay,
Samuel Boyden, Thos. Ferguson,
John Willis, Jr., Henry Bolte,

Wm. Chestnut,
Wm. Donaldson, George Millward,
Robert Walker,
James Meagher.

"The chairman then warned the members present to attend on Satur-
day evening next, at 8 o'clock, for the purpose of taking other matters
into consideration.

The record of 29th August, 1827, is uninteresting, but is

given. It reads
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The .dues of St John's Encampment were collected quarterly.

Some of the Fraters were apparently ancestors of a few Tem-
plars of to-day, who neglected to pay dues promptly. The first

column in the MS. is devoted to the " Knights" in arrears up
to 29th September, 1825, over two years after the return was
made up. The " total," according to the MS., amounts to

£8 19s. 2d., although a proi^er addition makes it £10 lis. 8d.

The discrepancy is partly accounted for in Sparham's dues, so

that if 12s. 6d. is deducted it brings the total to £9 19s. 2d.

exactly .£1 over the total given in the MS.
The last record in MS., of St. John's is the meeting held on

the 4th February, 1828. The Grand Master, who was pre-

viously a farmer, came to town " agreeable to a promise " and
quite a number of the Knights were present. Only one sheet of

the minutes has been preserved. We notice that " Sir Alexander
Melville" holds the office of "Warner," probably "Warder,
Inner Guard or Sentinel," or as we would designate to-day,
" Captain of the Guard."

The MS. of this meeting reads

:

" Kingston, 4th February, 5828.
" St. John's Encampment.

«• EMERGENCY.

' The Encampment having been called together in consequence of our
Grand Master, Z. M. Phillips being in town, agreeable to promise, the
Encampment opens in due form.

'• Present,

" Sirs Z. M. Phillips, G. G. Master.
<' Thomas Smith, Grand C.
" Wm. Chestnut, Capt. -General.

"Samuel Boyden, Grand Prelate.

"James Meagher, Senior Warden.
" Joseph Dalay, Junior Warden.
" Robert Walker, Treasurer.
" George Millward, Recorded;
" Wm. Eliakim, Marshal.
" W. Polly, Sword Bearer.
" Thos Sparham, Standard Bearer.
" Alex. Melville, Warner.
" Henry Bolte, Sentinel.

*' The petition of Samuel Clows having been read, and pat to vote, it

proved a clear vote."

The next date that connects us with th e Order in Canada is when a

warrant was issued by Zibaa M. Phillips, at Brockville, m 1843, to Vic-

toria Encampment, Smith's Falls. When Bro. Phillips was re-organmng

the Craft at Kingston in 1842, he intended to extend the work to the

Templar Order. The flower of Templarism which had budded forth m
1800 had never bloomed into a full blown flower, and therefore Bro. PhU-

lips felt that he could promote Templarism while working in the Craft and
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Capitular Keld. On the 3rd rf December, 1842, Bro. J. B. Howard
wrote to Bro. Johnston Neilaon, in which he refers to the Encampment,
stating :

—" I allude to the circumstances mentioned in your letter of

your bringing home with you the warrant for a Knights Encampment.'
This letter shows that up to December, 1842, no Encampment had been
formed.

Bro. Phillips, writing from Brockville on the 6th February, 1843, to

Bro. Alex. Matheson, the M. E. H, Priest of " Victoria," Smith's Falls,

says :
—" I hope at your next meeting there will be a sufficient number

of Sir Knights to open the Encampment. I know of several who will be

candidates for the honor of being dubbed when you once get into opera-

tion."

In the MS. we have a petition from Comp. Yoiing for Templar degrees,

dated 6th Feb., 1844, addressed to " the Most Eminent, the Grand Com-
mandant, and tee Companions Sir Knights Templars and of Malta, of

the Royal Victoria Knights Encampment at Smith's Falls."

On the same date we have a petition from Comp. Ebenezer Bell, and
on the 7th Feb. a promissory note from Comp. Hiram Soper for £2 cy,

payable at three months, for Templar degrees. This MS. shows that the

fee charged fur the degree was '* £2 cy." On the 7th Feb. , 1844, we have
the petition of Jumes B. Howard and a letter from Bru. Ziba M. Phillips

addressed to Bro. Alexander Matheson, in which he says :
—" J met with

one Bro. Dr. Russell, and he paid me three shillings on account. He
wished to get the loan of the skull for a month or so and will return it to

you before our next meeting. Yon will much ebliye me by letting him
have it for a short time." The MS. concludes with the r611 of the En-
campment.
"Encampment opened.—Present:—Z. M. Phillips, Grand Master;

Alex. Matheson, Johnson Neilson, James Watkins, James Edgar, Richard
Frayne, Robert Gaston, John Wilton, George Little, VVm. Fermison,
Robt. Hiddlestone, Rev. Mr. Tremayne, Samuel Goudie, John McMullen.
Candidates Humphrey Young, Ebenezer Bell, James B. Howard, and
Hiram Soper received the Orders of K. Templar and Malta."

Victoria Encampment was probably not in existence in 1845. The next
warrant we have is one issued in 1850 to an encampment attached to

Craft Lodge 159, Hawkesbury, Canada West, an Irish Craft warrant
erected on 14th March, 1844.

There is no record of Templar work at Hawkesbury. This Craft Lodge
was removed from L'Orignal, to Vankleek Hill, and Bro. Robert Hamil-
ton one of the charter members, states that while the Lodge was at

Hawkesbury or L'Orignal, no Templar work was done, and no work of

that character had been done for over twenty years. This shows that the

Templar warrant was dormant prior to 1867. In April of 1888 the mem-
bers of No. 150 petitioned the Grand Lodge of Canada, asking an ex-

change of their warrant from Ireland for a warrant under the Grand
, Lodge of Canada. The Grand Master of Canada, in 1888, stated that he
had directed the issue of a warrant similar in form to those given to other

lodges that were affiliated with Grand Lodge. This suggestion was adopt-

ed, and the action removed the only remaining foreign lodge in the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Of the members the following

are left, viz.: Samuel Curran, of Hawkesbury West ; Hiram Johnson and
Silas Grant, of Vankleek Hill ; Angus U^rquhart, Trenton, Ont. ; William
Robinson, who lives with his daughter at Winchester, or with his son,

Hiram Robinson, of Ottawa ; and Robert Hamilton, of L'Orignal, who has

possession of the Black or Templar warrant, a copy of which is given.
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The warrant of No. 159 is unique, and, as a memento of the last of the

Irish lodges, is herewith given.

(copy ok warrant.)

Supreme Grand Encampment
of

High Knights Templars of Ireland,

By
No. 159

The Supreme Grand Commander, Augustus
Frederick, Duke of Leiuster.

(Signed)
Leinster.

The Supreme Deputy Grand Commander,
George Hoyte, Esq.

The Supreme Grand Captain General,

Thos. Wright, Esq., M.D.
The Supreme Grand Marshal,

Charles T. Webber, Esq.

Whereas our right trusty and well-beloved Brothers and Knights Com-
panions, Andrew McCready, William Robinson, Hugh Lough, Patrick
McKee, Alexander Mcllwain, William Hamilton, senior, and Robert
Uiunilton, have sought us to constitute and establish an Encampment of

Hi^h Knights Templars and Masonic Knights of Malta, together with a
Council of the preceding degrees of Knights of the Sword, Knights of the
East, and Knights of the East and West, commonly called Red Cross
Masons, to be held in Hawkesbury, in Canada West, by them and their

successors lawfully admitted, and to be attached to Lodge and Chapter No.
15!). We, duly considering the premises, do by these presents authorize

and constitute the above named Knights Companions, ahd their succes-

sors, to be the ofhcers of an Encampment of High Knights Templars and
Masonic Knights of Malta, and of the aforesaid preceding degrees of

Knights of the Sword, Knights of the East, and Knights of the East and
West, commonly called Red Cross Masons, to be holden at Hawkesbury, in
Canada West, and to be attached to Lodge and Chapter No. 159, aforesaid,

with full power to perform all acts befitting such assemblies, provided the
same shall be in strict conformity to the rules and regulations now exist-

ing, or hereafter to be made, by this Supreme Grand Encampment, re-

serving to us and our suscessors the right of deciding all difficulties that
may arise, and of annulling or cancelling these presents if we shall deem
L necessary so to do.

Dated this 27th day of March, 1850.

(Signed) J. FOWLBE.

Grand Secretary and Recorder.
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CHAPTER VII.

The Modern System of Templarism in Canada—The Srahoh fok
AN Old Warrant— Its Resurrkotion and Estabmsiimrnt under
A New Name—The Parent Encampments of tub Provincial
CONULAVE.

HE year 1854 may be said to date the advent of

Templarism, in the present form, in British

America,and the venerable Col. Wm. J.B. MacLeod
Moore can fairly claim the credit of giving life

and activity to the Order, for until his arrival

those interested in Templarism did not possess either

the courage or ambition to congregate as Knights and
carry out the glorious principles of an organization

that may be said to have existed with our forefathers across

the sea, from time immemorial. The gallant Colonel arrived

in Canada in 1852. He was an ardent and enthu.siastic Mason,
and had received his Templar degrees under the Grand Conclave
of Ireland. Of the English body he was a Past Second
Grand Captain and Past Eminent Commander of the Melita

Encampment in the Island of Malta, the first organization

of Masonic Knights Templars ever held on that island, and
of which he was the founder. On his arrival here he sought

communion with his brethren of the Craft, and was informed

that the Masonic Order of the Temple under the Grand Con-
clave had not been established in Canada, but that some years

before an Encampment, long dormant, had existed, and had
been attached to St. John's Craft Lodge, Kingston, and Ancient

Frontenac Royal Arch Chapter of the same place, and that t

of the original members, Fratres Samuel Boyden an.i R

Sellars, still reside there.

On further inquiry the warrant was found whic .ad be

issued by the late Ziba M. Phillips, as Grand Master v.^ Knigli ^

Templars and superintendent of Royal Arch Masonry for C n-

ada West. This warrant was forwaided, accompanied by apou
tion, signed by the two surviving members and other Templars,

residents of Kingston, two ofwhom were officers of the garrison,

48
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to the GranJ Conclave of England an<l Wales, prayinj' that it

might 1)6 exchanged for one to be called the "Hugh de ravens."

A new warrant was issued by the Supieme (Irand Nlaster,

(]!olonel Kenieys Kcmeys Tynte on the 10th of March, 1854,

appointing Frater (then Captain) MacLeod Moore to be the first

Coiiunander, also creating him, by. "patent" of date the 7th

July following, " Provincial Grand Commander for the Prov-

ince of Canada," and some time afterwards permission was
granted to ante-date the " Hugh de Payens " warrant to that

of the old one of " St. John of Jerusalem." In the same year

a warrant was received, dated 8th September, to open at

Toronto the " Geoffrey de St. Alderaar " Encampment, of

which Frater Samuel B. Harman was first Eminent Comman-
der, and on the 28th July, 1855, the " William de la More, the

Martyr " Encampment at Quebec was constituted under
Frater T. D. Harington as Eminent Commander.
From these three Encampments the Provincial Grand Con-

clave was established at Kingston, Canada West, on the 7th

October, 1855—the parent of the "Sovereign Great Priory of

the Dominion."

The first candidate installed in the Premier Encampment of

Canada—the " Hugh de Payens"—was R. E. Frater James A.

Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L., of Kingston, now Deputy Grand Master
of tlie Great Priory, as also R. E. Frater, S. B. Harman, of Toron-
to, Past Great Sub Prior and Chancellor, with the late esteemed
Frater Thomas D. Harington. Subsequently Sir Allan Napier
McNab, a former distinguished Provincial Grand Master and
Canadian statesman, together with the present Prime Minister,

the Right Honorable Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B , and Sir

Alexander Campbell were received into this Encampment
amongst its earliest members.
The Provincial Grand Conclave remained as such until the

11th May, 1868, when the Supreme Grand Master of the

Order in England, Col. Wm. Stuart, changed the title to that

of "Grand Priory," and the Grand Commander to "Grand Prior."

^n this year, after the re-organization and change of nomen-
Lure of the Order in England, with the formation of a"Con-
nt General," comprising a union of the Templar bodies of

igland with Ireland, Scotland refusing to join, and having
> Supreme Grand Master His Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales, and Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen as Grand
Pati'on, the Grand Priory of Canada,holding under the National
Great Prir -y of England, petitioned on the 27th August, 1875,
to be adi t«'d into Convent General on the same footing as

the other tional Great Priories. Authority was granted by
D
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patent under the sign manual of H. E. H. the Prince of Wales,

dated 28th day of July, 187G, by which, under the name
of the National Great Priory of Canada the Canadian Templars
were admitted into the federation of Templar nationalities

which composed " Convent- General," each nationality being
virtually independent, and . the Grand Prior of Canada was
appointed " Great Prior " of the Canadian Templar Nationality;

he was also previously selected as one of the original recipients

of the new decoration of the " Grand Cross," instituted by His
Royal Highness on the formation of Convent General.

Owing to the general dissatisfaction that arose chiefly through

the many changes made in the ritual and the titles ofthe ofiicers

and the change of the name " Encampment " to " Preceptory,"

the union of the National Great Priories did not work satisfac-

torily, and Convent General fell into desuetude. The National

Great Priory of Canada naturally became dissatisfied, and an
agitation arose in favor of independence, which was heartily

endorsed bj' Great Priory at the Annual Assemblies. Great
Priory, through the Great Prior, petitioned His Royal High-
ness, the Supreme Grand Master, to be absolved from its alle-

fiance to himself and Convent-Gene til, and His Royal
[ighness graciously assented. At the annual meeting of

Great Priory, held in Toronto, Ontario, on the 7th July,

1884, it was declared and proclaimec^ a Supreme and Indepen-

dent Body, under the title of " The Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada," having jurisdiction over the whole Dominion
and Frater Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, 33°, the Great Prior

was elected " Supreme Grand Master," ad perpetuitatem vitam
The Templar System of Canada, under the Sovereign Great

Priory of the Dominion known ^as the United Orders of the
" Temple and Malta," and derived from the parent body of

England, proclaims the orthodox Christian character it has al-

ways maintained, requiringfromitscandidates a declaration that

they are Christians, believing in the doctrine of the Holy and
Undivided Trinity, and will submit to and obey the usages,

customs and statutes of the Order.

These United Chivalric Orders, or Templar Degrees, in th bir

later Masonic revival, were introduced and attached to Free-

masonry in England towards the end of the last century, to

represent the Military and Religious Orders of the Crusades,

the object being to preserve the original Christian basis of

Freemasonry, and promulgate (as separate degrees) its ancient

tenets of the Christian faith, which at the revival and revision

of the Craft, circa 1717, had been eradicated and a universal

creed adopted. The Ancient Templars, and the Guilds of

m
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Builders, or Architects,—Stone Masons,—having a common ori-

gin from the cloisters in the 11th century, their sacred and
secret doctrines were alike. After the Reformation, on the
suppression of the Monastic Religious houses, and dispersion of

the Combined Orders of the " Temple and St. John." in Scot-

land, their doctrinal ritual was carefully preserved—known
only to a few. From this source was founded the English Tem-
plar System, having no direct or indirect connection with mod-
em Free and Accepted Masonry, and only recognized as

an allied body of the Graft, completing what is now known as
" the English Rite " of Masonry. Applicants for admission to

these Templar degrees must be Royal Arch Masons, but in no
other sense can they be considered as Masonic. The history of

the Ancient Templars and Knights of Malta is well known, and
it is evident that their principles and usages could never have
had anything to do with the Masonry of to-day, but in the

modern revival of Templary, different countries took different

views and conferred the degrees without any relation between
them.

The history of Templarism from 1854 runs connectedly down
to the present time, and its operations under the Provincial

Grand Conclave of Canada under the Supreme Conclave of

England and Wales were continued throughout until 1868,

when the Provincial Body in Ontario and Quebec gave place

to and became alisorbed in the National Great Priory of (Jana-

da, and subsequently in IbSli the Sovereign Great Priory of

the Dominion.
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CHAP. VIII.

Thf Pkovinciat, Grand Conclave for Canada—Tts Organization
AND First Assembly in Kingston—Investiture of the First
Officers—The Hugh de Payens Encampment—Warrant Ante
Dated to 1824.

T was a red-letter day for the Templars of Upper
Canada when, on the 9th of October, 1855, tnej'

raised the Arch of Steel, in the Hall of Hugh
de Payens Encampment, Kingston, and welcomed
the Provincial Grand Commander, as he entered

he Encampment to open and constitute the first Pro-

\incial Conclave. The patent or appointment from
England was dated 7th July, 1854, and came in due

and proper form, from the Most EminentSupremeGrand Master,

Colonel Charles Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, of the Royal, Exalted

and Religious and Military Order of Masonic Knights Templars
in England and Wales. The Provincial Grand Conclave met
in the Hall of Hugh de Payens Encampment in the city of King-
ston, and comprised the three existing Masonic Knight Tem-
plar Encampments in Canada, viz : 1st, Hugh de Payens, of

Kingston, warrant dated 10th March, 1854. 2nd, the Geoffrey

de St. Aldemar, of Toronto ; date of warrant, 8th November,
1854. 3rd, William de la More, the Martyr of Quebec; date

of warrant, 28th of July, 1855.

There were present at this meeting V. E. Frater Col. W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, of Ottawa, Provincial GrandCommander ; Fra-

tres James A. Henderson, Em. Commander Hugh de Payens En-
campment,Kingston ; Thos. Douglas Harington,Em. Commander
William de la More, the Martyr, Quebec, and the following

members of the Hugh de Payens Encampment, Kingston:

James Fitzgibbon, of Ottawa ; James Hill Rowan, of Kingston

;

John Charles Fraack, of Belleville : John Kerr, of Kingston

;

William Hamilton Ponton, of Belleville ; Robert Sellars, of

Kingston ; Alfred Argyle Campbell, of Belleville ; Samuel
Staples Finden, of Belleville; Samuel Deadman Fowler, of

Kingston; A. H. Gibson, of Kingston.
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The warrant of appointment of the Provincial Grand Com-
mander read as follows

:

I Frafcer C.K K TYNTE, S.G.M. ExotAxn and Wales,

To all and every our Eminent Commanders and onr Knighfs of the Royal,

Exalted, Religions and Military Order of Masonic Knights Templars :

FIealih, Peace, Good Wilt,.

We, Colonel Charles Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, F.S.A., »fcc.. Most
Eminent Supreme Grand Master of the said Royal, Exalted, Religious

and Military Order in England and Wales, do htrehij appoint our Brother
and Knight, Captain Wm. James' Bury MacLeod Moore, to be our repre-

sentative, with the rank of Proviimal Grand Commander of the said Order
in the I'rotincc of Canada, and to be responsible to us, or our successors,

for the proper discharge of his duties, in the strict observance of the Rites

and ceremonies established by our predecessors, as well as the Statutes

and Ordinances enacted for the good government of the Order. For
which purpose we enjoin each and every Knight of our Exalted Order
within the above named Province cheerfully to obey the commands of the

Prov'.acial Graml Commander,

WHOM fiOD PRESERVE.

In Witness whereof we have hereunto affixed our signature and Grand
Seal of the Order, this 7th day of July, A.T 6858, A.D. 1854, A.O. 73G.

The V. E. Frater, W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, then declared the

Provincial Grand Conclave opened and appointed the follow-

ing Fratres the first oflScers of the Provincial Grand Conclave,

and investod them with the jewels of office, those not present

l)eing invested by proxy.

Very Fminent Frater James A. Henderson, Hugh de Payens Encamp-
ment. Deputy Provincial Grand Commander.

Frater Col. Alex. Gordon, Hugh de Payens Encampment. Provincial

Grand Prior.

Frater Rev. F. J. Lundy, D.C.L., Geoflfrey de St. Aldemar Encamp-
ment. Provincial Grand Prelate.

F. Fratres S. B. Harmax, Geoflrey dri St. Aldemar Encampment, and
T. D. Hauingtox, William de la More, the Martyr, Encampment.
Provincial Grand Captains Commanding Columns.

Frater S. D. Fowler, Hugh de Payens Encampment.
Registrar

Frater S. S. Finden, Hugh de Payens Encampment.
Treasurer.

Frater Jas. Fitzoibbon, Hugh de Payens Encampment
Grand Chamberlauk

Frater Thos. G. RinoW, GeotlVey de St

Provincial Grand

Provincial Grand

Provincial

ProAldemar Encampment.
vincial Grand Hospitaller.

Frater Francis Richardson, QeoftVey de St. Aldemar Encampment.
Provincial Grand Expert.

Frater Eli.ery Wanzer Palmer, Hugh de Payens Encampment, and
Frater («eor(!E Duooan, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Eiicaiupment,
Provincial CJrand Standard Bearers.
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Frater John Geoboe Howabd, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Encampment.
Provincial Grand Almoner

Frater Wilson George Stobm, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Encampment.
Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies.

Fater Fked. W. Cumberland, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Encampment.
Provincial Grand Aide de Camp.

Frater John Kirr, Hugh de Payena Encampment. Provincial Grand
Captain of Lines.

Frater Alfrbd Abgtlb Campbell, Hugh de Payena !l^ncampment.
Provincial Grand Sword Benrer.

Frater William Murray Jamieson, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Encamp-
ment, and Jam£h Hill Rowan, Hugh de Payens Encampment.
Provincial Grand Heralds.

Frater A. H. Gibson, Hugh de Payens Encampment. Provincial Grand
Equerry.

The Provincial Grand Commander also informed the Grand
Conclave that in conformity with a resolution of the Supreme
GrandConclaveofEngland and Wales, of 10^^ May last, theHugh
de Payens Encampment of Kingston having surrendered to the

Supreme Grand Conclave its original Warrant of Constitution,

issued by authority of the Grand Superintendent of Royal
Arch Masonry in Upper Canada, and called " St. John " En-
campment of Kingston, will in consequence take rank in the

Supreme Grand Conclave from 12th February, 1824, that being

the date of the surrendered Warrant.
At this time no discovery of the Warrant of 1823 had been

made.
The V. E. the Deputy Provincial Grand Commander, the

two Provincial Grand Captains, the Provincial Grand Registrar

and Provincial Grand Treasurer, were appointed a Committee
to prepare a Code of Rules and Regulations for the guidance of

the Provincial Grand Conclave, and to submit the same at the

next meeting.

It was also resolved that in the existing state of the finances

it would be inexpedient to send to England for a set of Jewels
for the Officers of the Provincial Grand Conclave ; but, that as
" Hugh de Payens " Encampment had offered to place their

jewels at the disposal of Grand Conclave, the offer be accepted,

the Conclave agreeing to purcaase for the cost price thereof,

such of the officers'jewel- of the Encampment as are applicable

for a Provincial Grand Ct-i clave, with th^understanding that

the " Hugh de Payens " Encampment Wve the use of the

jewels for its meetings until others are provided.

All business being concluded, the Provincial Grand Con-
clave closed its tirst meeting in due form, and adjourned.

I!! I
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CHAPTER IX.

Effect of the Revival of TEMPLARiiiM in Canada—The Provincial
GuANi* Conclave—Its Second Annual Assembly—Three En-
campments UNDER the Jurisdiction of the (>rand Commander.

HE keynote for the revival of Templarism had been
given with effect in the proceedings of the first

meeting of the Provincial Conclave, and not only
did the Canadian Fratres feel elated with the out-

look, but their Companions in the American Union
also showed that kindly, knightly and fraternal feeling,

indicative of good-will to their cousins north of the great

lakes.

The Second Annual Convocation of the Provincial Conclave

met at Kingston on the 22nd December, 1856, in the Hall of

the " Hugh de Payens " Encampment. There were present

V. Em. Frater, James A. Henderson, Deputy Provincial Grand
Commander on the Throne, Em. Frater S. S. Finden as 1st

Captain, Fratres J. H. Rowan as 2nd Captain, S. D. Fowler
Grand Registrar, Robert Sellars as Grand Treasurer, E. W.
Palmer as Expert, John Kerr as Captain of Lines, S. Boyden as

Standard Bearer, and A. H. Gibson, Equerry.

The Minutes of the last Provincial Grand Conclave held at

Kingston on the 9th October,!85.5,were read and coniirmed,and

the Committee appointed at the last meeting reported a draft of

Rules and Regulations for the guidance of the Provincial Grand
Conclave and the Encampments under its jurisdiction, and the

Deputy Provincial Grand Commander having stated that the

draft had been approved by the V. E. Provincial Grand Com-
mander, it was resolved that these Rules and Regulations form
the Rules and Regulations for the guidance of the Provincial

Grand Conclave.

The first foreign body to extend the hand of welcome to the

Canadian Conclave was the United States, and an important

and interesting communication was read to the following effect,
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be, shall have intercourse or communion with any of our true and cour-

teous Sir Knights throughout our entire jurisdiction.

At our next Grand Lodge Convocation, to be held in the City of Hart-

ford, Connecticut, on the second Tuesday of September, next, it is re-

(jiiested that all of the oihcers and representatives of Subordinate Encamp-
ments and visitors then present, will wear the juwol and badge to which
their rank in the Order entitles them, and that all will be clothed as be-

comes Knights of our illustrious Order. But, and until further ordered

by the General Grand Encampment, the citizen black hat will be recog-

nized and approved in the place of the military chapeau, or helmet.

Our Worthy Sir Knight, our General Grand Kecorder, will make out

J and certify, under the ofhcial seal, a suitable number of copies of the fore-

going to each of our Subordinates, and also to the M. E. Provincial Grand
Commander of the Province of Canada, and to the M. E. and Supreme
(jrand Master of Masonic Knights Templarft in England and Wales.

W. B. Hubbard,
Hfiieral Grand Manter of the General Grand Encampmod of tlic United

States.

i
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Offick of the Provincial Gbani> Conclave
of Masonic Knights Templars of Canada.

Templabh Hall, Kingston, 3rd April, 1856.

CIRCULAR.

The Moat Eminent the General Grand Master of the General Grand
Encampment of the United States, the Honorable Frater W.B.Hubbard,
having by general order of 1 at December, 1856, officially recognized the
jurisdiction and authority of the Provincial Grand Oondave of Canada,
and by aaid order diacountenanced all spurious and clandestine formation
of pretending Knights in his own jurisdiction, or Knights Templars from,
•Canada who are not recognized by the Provincial Grand Conclave, thus
opening the way to a mutual reception of the Fratres of either jurisdic-

tion ; it becomes necessary to point out to the Fratres under the jurisdic-

tion of the Provincial Grand Commander of Canada the peculiar organi-

zation of Masonic Knights Templars in the United States.

A candidate there requires to be possessed of the Order known as
'* Knight of the Red Cross,'* or as it is sometimes called "Knight of the
Sword," and to obtain this Order he must have received the preceding de-

grees of the E.A., F.C., M.M., Mark, Past and M. Ex. Master, and of the
Royal Arch. But though the English Royid Arch does not require any
degree between it and the Master Mason, Companions cannot bd received

into a Royal Arch Chapter in the United States without being in posses-

sion of those degrees ; which the General Grand Chapter has provided
for by authorizing all his subordinate Chapters to recognize all Royal Arch
Masons from foreign parts by healing them, and giving them the thr<:,e

intercallary degrees, or such of them as they may be in possession of.

And as by the Statutes of the Supreme Grand Conclave of Masonic
Knights Templars of England and Wales, a Royal Arch Mason is an eligi-

ble candidate for the Order of the Temple without any intermediate de-

grees ; but an English Knight Templar cannot be received into the United
States Encampments unless posseaaed of the Orders required by their or-

ganization.

Therefore, to bring about a proper affiliation between the Knights
Templars within the jurisdiction of the United States, and that of Canada,
the Most Eminent the General Grand Master of the General Grand En-
campment of the United States, has, under date January 9th, 1856,

Columbus, Ohio, intimated to the Very Eminent the Provincial Grand
Commander for Canada, that he will grant authority to the Encampments
of the United States, to confer on Fratres under the English jurisdic-

tion, the Order of Knights of the Red Cross, always provided the Frater

has complied with the laws of the United States General Grand Chapter

of Royal Arch Masons, by taking the degrees between the Master Mason
-and the Royal Arch.

It, therefore, becomes necessary, and it is enjoined on all Fratres

under the jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Conclave, that if they wish

to visit the Encampments of the United States, they must conform to the

niles and statutes of that Supreme Body; and they are hereby authorize<I

to apply to any of the United States Subordinate Encampments and re-

ceive the Order of the " Knight of the Red Cross," and appendant Order

or explanatory adjunct to Knight Templar of "Knight of Malta,"

which latter Order is merged (in the United States) in that of the

Temple.
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But this authority is to be in no way considered as enjoining any

1"rater under this Provincial Grand Conclave to take degrees which are

uot considered legitimate or necessary under the Constitution of the
" Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of England," or the "Supreme
Grand Conclave of Knights Templars of England and Wales," but merely

to enable the Fratres to visit Encampments under a different organization.

It is further enjoined that all Knights Templars from regular Encamp-
ments in the United States who may wish to visit Encampments under
this jurisdictien (on conforming to such tests and rules as may be requir-

ed) are to be freely admitted and received with that coui-tesy due to

Fratres of our illustrious Order.

By order of the Very Eminent the Provincial Grand Commander for

Canada.
Samuel Deadman Fowleb,

Provincial Grand Registrar.

The printed proceedings of the Triennial session of the

General Grand Encampment for the United States of America,

held in September, 1885, at Hartford, Connecticut, were laid

before the Conclave, and the following extract from the address

of the General Grand Master was ordered to be incorporated

in the minutes :

—

" It is weU known to all of our intelligent Commanders and Sir Knights,
" that, within our jurisdiction, a number of degrees and one Order in
" Chivalry, are required to be passed by the applicant as a pre-requisite
*' to receiving the Order of Knight Templar, and that these are not re-

" quired by the Supreme Grand Conclave of England and Wales. In
-' other words, the ' Intercallary Degrees,' so called, between the Boyal
" Arch and Master Mason, and the Order of the Bed Cross, are required
" by ours, and not by the Supreme power. First, fully assured that their
" work in conferring the superior of all other Orders, the Knight Templar,
" was in all essentisds the same as ours ; knowing that the Templars of
" England and Wales, with their subordinates, were as legitimately and
" illustriously descended from the original, pure, renowned and magnani-
" mous Hugh de Payens, St. Aldemar, and their seven associates, as we
" are ourselves, I was anxious for the good of the Order, to bring these
" Supreme powers, and all of their members, into a more intimate frplemal
" and knightly relation to each othe/, and have indulged the hope, that
" by a prudent and dignified course, and by more or less of concession
" upon the part of each of the high powers, all obstacles to a complete
" affiliation, around a common triangle for work, as well as worship, might
" be removed. With these views, if worthy of your attention, it would
" seem to be inexpedient, if otherwise lawful, to widen the differences by
" again adding to the intercallary degrees, already too numerous ( and
*' formerly unknown to our Order), as essential to the obtainment of the
*' Order of Knight Templar."

It was also resolved, That the Provincial Grand Conclave of

Canada views with much pleasure the initiatory step taken by
the General Grand Encampment of the United States, at its
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meeting at Hartford, towards the compilation of a history of

the Order of the Knights Templars since the niartjrdom of

Jacques de Molay; and that this Provincial Grand Conclave do

therefore lend its aid towards furnishing such data and facts

connected with the Templar history as may be within its reacli.

and for that purpose the Provincial Grand Chancellor do place

himself in communication with the General Grand Recorder of

the United States.

The Provincial Grand Chancellor was ordered to inform the

Provincial Grand Commander that no returns had been veceivdl

from " William de la More, the Martyr " Encampment at

Quebec, with a retiuest that instructions be issued rospectinu,

the same.

The following resolution was ])assed :
" That, whereas the

Provincial Grand Treasurer has reported to this Conclave that

all the Provincial Grand Officers here paid the usual fee of

honour, as directed by the Very Eminent the Provincial Grand
Commander, with the exception of Frater F.J. liundy, who re-

ceived the appointment of Provincial Grand Prelate on the

same teims as the other Provincial Grand Officers. Be it,

therefore, resolved that as Frater Lundy by the non-payment
of his foe of honour has not complied with the term^i ou which

he received his ajipointment, he be not accorded in the Provin-

cial Grand Conclave any rank or position whatever, liy reason

of his having been appointed Provincial Grand Pielate."

The Fratres then proceeded to ballot for Provincial Grand
Treasurer and Equerry, when Frater E. W. Palmer was elected

Provincial Grand Treasurer, and Frater A, H. Giljson was re-

elected Piovincial Grand Equerry,

The I)e]>uty Provincial Grand Commander road the list of

officers appointed by the Provincial Grand Commander for the

ensuing year, who, with the Treasui-er and Equerry, were in-

vented and inducted in due form.

It was resolved that the proceedings of this Pi-ovincial

Grand Conclave, together with the Rules and Regulations, bo

printed in a convenient •form, and the Seal designed by the

Provincial Grand Commander for the Provincial Grarnl CJoii-

clave be engraved, and that Fi-atres Kerr, Rowan and Fowler

be a committee for that purpose.

After which the Provincial Grand Conclave adjourned.



CHAPTER X.

Oo.SSECRATloN OF THE HaLL OF THE GeOFFRY I)E St. AlDI!.MAR IN
Toronto—An Address from the Provincial Grand Comman-
der—A >Spfcial Convocation and a larue muster of Fratres.

HE Templar cohorts of the west were out in full

strength on that bright day in the springtime of

1856, when the magnificent ceremonial of conse-

. cration of the new hall of Geoffrey de St. Aldemar,
Toronto, was to take place. All those noted in

Templar work had been invited, and a goodly num-
ber came. The new home of the Fratres was resplen-

dent in glory, and reminded one present of the accounts we
find in records of the meeting places of the Knights of the olden

time. On the 20th April, 1857, a special Convocation of the

Provincial Grand Conclave was held in the hall of the Geoftrey

de St. Aldemar Encampment at Toronto. There were present

the V.E. the Prov. Grand Commander, Fr. W. J. B. ^MacLeod
Moore on the Throne ; V.E. Fr. T. D. Harington, Prov. Grand
Sub-Prior, acting as Prelate ; V.E. Fr. S. S, Finden, 1st Cap-
tain ; V.E. Fr. F. Richardson, 2nd Captain ; Fratres Jas. Fitz-

gibbon, Chamberlain ; Thompson Wilson, Hospitaller ; J. G.

Howard and J. H. Rowan, Standard Bearers ; W. G. Storm,

Almoner ; F. W. Cumberland, Aide-de-camp ; W. H. Ponton,

1st Herald; W. R, Harris, 2nd Herald; J. Foreman, acting as

Equerry.

A large muster of the Knights of the Geotf'rey de St. Alde-
mar Encampment, represented and headed by Frater Thos. G.

Ridout, the Provincial Grand Master of the United Grand
Lodge of England, in Canada, were present. At nine o'clock,

p.m., the V.E. the Prov. Grand Commander, having been con-
ducted to the Throne under the arch of steel, the Provincial

(hand Conclave was opened in form. The patent of the V.E.

the Provincial Grand Commander was then read. The V. E.

the Provincial Grand Commander announced that this was a
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The Provincial Grand Commander read extracts from the

printed proceedings of the Grand Conclave of England and
Wales, calling special attention to the appointments of Frater

Henderson, as Grand Sub-Prior, and Frater Harman, as

(liand Chamberlain ; and the entry on the roll of the William

(le la More the Martyr Encampment, of Quebec, under
Fruter T. D. Harington, Eminent Commander, warrant dated

28th July, 1855, and of the Ca>ur de Lion Encampment, at Lon-

don, Canada West, under Frater Thompson Wilson, Eminent
Commander, date of warrant 27th May, 1857 ; and also of the

special minute given in red ink in the said printed proceedings,

with regard to the admission of visiting Fratres.

The Provincial Grand Commander read a circular received

from the Grand Recorder of the General Grand Encampment
of the United States, bearing date the 27th June, 1857, and an-

nouncing a general Union of all Encampments in the United
States, and particularly referring to those of the State of

Pennsylvania, under the one head of the Grand Encampment
of the United States of America.

The Provincial Grand Commander proceeded to name the

Provincial Grand Committee as follows

:

Eminent Fratres, S.B.'Harman, Provincial Grand Prior ; T.D.

Harington, Sub-Prior ; F. Richardson, 2nd Captain ; T. G.

Ridout, Prelate ,and T. Wilson, Hospitaller.

The Provincial Grand Conclave then closed.
( j
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CHAPTER XI.

Tiiiui) Annual Convocation—A Sc/ocesskul Period—A Visit from
THE Masonic Poet Laureate—Inter estino Address of thk
Provincial Grand Coy:,fANDBR

—

Merits and Ubjectsofthb "Reh
Cross" Decree analyst- /.

ji

HREK years of comparative mccess tended to

strengthen the hold of Templarism on the

Fratres of the Dorainion, The progress had
not been marked, and yet there were signs in

the horizon of Templary which gave the assur-

ance of the seeds being sown with good effect, and
that in due time the harvest would be plentiful.

Toronto, the Qaeen City, was again tlie place of meeting

for the Provincial Conclave, and on the IGth of Julv,

1858, the third annual Convocation was called together

in the hall of Geofl'rey de St. Aldemar Preceptory, Prov.

Grand Prior, S. B. Harman presiding in the absence of the

Provincial Grand Couimandei thioi^gh ill health. The other

chairs were filled as follows : Em. Fratres, T, D. Haringtoii

Grand Prior ; T. G. Ridout, Gr. Prelate ; Win. Jamieson, 1st

Gr. C^aptain : S. D. Fowler, Gr. Chancellor and Registrar; G,

F. LaSerre, Gr. Treas and Almoner ; Thompson Wilson, Hos-

pitaller ; Joseph Jack^^^s, Expert ; F. W. Cunberland, Dir. of

Cer. : W. H. Pardey, Capt. of Lines ; and James Foreman
Equerry.

A nujuber of visitors were present at this Assembly,

amongst them being V. E. Commanders, Philip C. Tuck-
er, of Mount Calvary Encampment, Middleburgh, Vt., Rob
Morris, the poet laureate of the Craft, who—as this volume

goes to press—has gone to that " tent whose curtain never out-

ward swings," Encampment No. 10, Hickman, Ky. ; and J. L,

Grant, of Utica Encampment, New York ; also Fratres William

Mercer Wilson, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada,

and P. D. Brown, of the Cceur de Lion Encampment, London,

C. W., R, A. Harrison—afterwards Chief Justice Harrison, (1,

Whitehead and W. R. Harris, of the Geoffrey de St. Aldemar
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Encampment, Toronto, and W. B. Simpson of the Hugh de

Payens Encampment, Kingston. Five Canadian Knights were

this year nominated Officers of the Grand Conclave of England

and Wales, viz : Frater James A. Henderson, as representative

in the Grand Encampment of the United States ; Frater Samuel
E, Harman, Grand Sub-Prior; Frater Thomas Douglas Haring-

ton. Grand Chamberlain ; Frater Francis Richardson, 2nd Grand
Standard Bearer ; and Frater Colonel Alex. Gordon, of the

Royal Engineers, Provincial Grand Commander for Berkshire,

in Kngland. Since the last Annual Encampjnent another En-
campment was added to the jurisdiction, that of the " Richard

Canir de-Lion," of London, Canada West, .and its Eminent Com-
mander, Frater Captain Thompson Wilson, the Provincial

Grand Hospitaller, duly installed. The warrant for this En-
campment was dated 29th May of this year, the Charter Mem-
bers being: Fratres Thompson Wilson, James Daniell, P. J.

Dunn, Andrew McCormick, Andrew Walsh, Jno. Stuart, and
W. J. Gra}-.

The Provincial Grand Commander, in his x\nnual Address

read at this Convocation, said :

—

" The Grand Chancellor, Frater Masaon, informs me that the Order of

the Temple is extending and flourishing in all parts of Her Majesty's do-

minions, and there are now in /(u/i'a and jm/ra/ia, Provincial Grand
Commanders. It is also most gratifying to announce, that the bond of

union has been closely drawn between the Templars of the United States

and our own Supreme Grand Body, with every prospect of a lasting feel-

ing of good will and kindly regard which ought always to exist and ev r

keep our companions of the United States in harmony with the Parent
Stock, alike in kindred and in common language. To insure this desirable

object, representatives have been appointed by the Supreme Grand
Bodies, viz : John Masson, Esq., of London, the (irand Chancellor of

(irand Conclave of England and Wales, for the Grand Encampment of the

United States, and James A. Henderson, Esq. , of Kingston, Past Grand
Sub-Prior, for the Grand (Jonclave of England and Wales.

*'From my enquiries into the history of the Order and its present posi-

tion, I find that there still exist Orders of Ihe Temple and of St. John of

Jerusalem, or Knights of Malta, not connected with the Masonic Body,
whose forms and i'a<c/i-words are in rtinmj instances different. Oar vener-
able and esteemed Grand Master belon;,fed to one of these, but since the

revival of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales, as a military and
reliijious Order of Masonic Knights Templars, he has scrupulously confined

his authority to the Masonic portion of the Order which rules under his

authority and command.
" In Scotland the enthusiasm so much shown a few years back appears

to have in some measure abated. This ia to be regretted, as in no other
coimtry is it so well understood or its ceremonies and costume in conform-
ry with ancient usage so closely adhered to. With every share of justice

they lay claim to being now the only direct and legitimate branch of the
Older in existence, since^its dispersion after the martyrdom of Jacques De
Molay, on the 18th March, 1313. Documents in the possession of the

E
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Grand Body, and antiquarian reBearches into the History of the Order,
justly entitle them to this distinction. The repealing the clause in the
Statutes which, previous to 1844, compelled every Chivalric Templar of

Scotland to be a Royal Arch Mason, created some dissension, but after

being a short time in force it was revised, and now every candidate must
have taken that degree in Masonry. This wise decision will, no doubt,
rouse the zeal of the Masonic Body connected with the Order. In the
United States, under the able government of their Most Eminent and
Supreme Grand Master, Frater William Hubbard, Templar Masonry has
taken a high stand. His address to ihe Grand Commandery of Ohio, will

be read with interest by the Order generally. The Statutes which have
been lately revised and published in the proceedings of the Grand En-
campment of N^ew York at its last Annual Convocation, together with a

sketch of the origin of Ancient Chivalry, are well worthy a perusal. With
reference to the Order of the ' Red Cross,' known in Scotland and Ire-

land as * Knighia oi the Sword, ^ or ' Babylonish pass,' and of *The East'
and ' East and West,' it does not appear to me to be any way requisite to

take this degree in Masonry for obtaining admission to the Order of the
Temple, altho'jgh insisted upon in the United States; it has no connection
whatever wiiin Knight Templar, a purely Christian rite, and is indeed
only an adjunct to the Royal Arch, and not recognized in England as a
degree of Masonry. It would therefore be advisable and add greatly to

our more cordial fraternization if an exception was made in the case of

Templars from a foreign jurisdiction who had not taken the degree, by not
insisting upon it as a pre-requisite for admission to United States En-
campments. There certainly appears an inconsistency in obliging an
English Templar to require the aid of a degree unhwwn to him to obtain
admission to his own Order. The Grand Master of the United States ad-

mits that it is a modern innovation."

The Provincial Grand Commander concluded his address by
expressing the vrish " that each Encampment should furnish its

quota of Grand Officers, and that the Eminent Commanders
should take in turn the higher offices in the Grand Conclave."

The regular election of Treasurer and Equerry was then pro-

ceeded with, after which they, with the officers selected by the

V. Em. the Prov. Grand Commander, were invested and in-

ducted.

Before adjournment V. E. Commanders Fratres P. C. Tucker
and Rob Morris addressed the Grand Conclave on the pros-

perity of the Order in the United States, which had been har-

moniously consolidated under one supreme head ; and congratu-

lated the Fratres of this jurisdiction on the happy union
which had t^ken place in the working of the Masonic Craft in

Canada, and looked forward hopefully when the various Or-

ders throughout all America would be still closer linked in the

fraternal bond. Special allusion was made to the appointment
by the Grand Conclave of England and Wales of the V. E.

Frater Jas. A. Henderson as representative of that Conclave in

the United States, as an evident desire on the part of the

Grand Conclave of England to draw closer those ties vhich
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should unite every Knight Templar throughout the W6rld.

Reference was also made to the additional fraternal feeling

then existing in the United States by reason of the union of

the craft in New York, and the relinquishment by the Grand
L 'je of Pennsylvania of the jurisdiction hitherto claimed by'

it over the Order of Knights Templars in the United States,

In April,18r>9,the initial movement was begunfor theestablish*

inent of an Encampment at Hamilton, under the jurisdiction of

the Grand Conclave of England and Wales, and the Fratres-

there forwarded with their petition a warrant numbered 231,

from the Supreme Grand Encampment of High Knights Tem-
plar of Ireland, bearing date 25th October 1855, which they
desired to have exchanged. The new warrant dated loth

June, 1859, was applied for by the following Fratres : Thos. B.

Harris, Robt. J. Hamilton, M. F. Shaler, H. D. Munroe, W. M.
Wilson, and Dongal Mclnnes.

Extracts from Letter of the Very Eminent tlie Provincial
Grand Commander, Captain Moore, to Frater John
j\l(.88on, Grand Chancellor Masonic Knights Templars,
J oniion—accompanying Petitionfrom Fratres (as named
below) in Hamilton, Canada West.

Ottawa, Canada West, 28th April, 1859.

A Petit'on from the undermentioned Knights Templars was
received by the Provincial Grand Commander, dated City of

Hamilton, Canada West, 18th Apr'', 1859, requesting to have
Warrant 231 from Supreme Grand Encampment of High
Knights Templars, Ireland, exchanged for one under the Grand
(^enclave of England and Wales, to be called the " Godfrey de
Bouillon," to meet first Friday in every month in the City of

Hamilton, Canada West.

Frater Wm. Mercer Wilson, to be First Eminent Commander.
Thos. Bird Harris, to be First Captain

.

DouGAL MoInnes, to be Second Captain.

Names of petitioneis, with respective Encampments as fol-

lows :

Thos. Bird Harris, Encampment " Genesee," Lockport, New York.
Robert Hamiltoit, Encampment " Genesee," Lockport, New York.
M. Francis Shaler, Encampment " Lake Erie," Buffalo, New York.
UcBBARD Davis, Encampment " Monroe," Rochester, New York.
VV.M C. Stephens, Encampment " Faith and Fidelity," London, Eng.
G. W. WnrrBHEAD, Encampment " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar," To-

ronto.

1

ii
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DocoALL McInnes, Encampment " C(Jt)ur de Lion," London, C. W.
Wm. M. Wilson, Encampment *' Cceur de Lion," London, (J. W.

Approved and recommended by the Very Eminent the

iiovincial Grand Commander fc. Canada.

i SEAL.
I

(Signed,) Fratcr Wm. J. B. MacLeod Moore.

Ottawa, 27tli April, 1859.

The following is a copy of the Warrant issued in lieu of the

Irish Warrant :

To all to whom it may concern and more particularly to the Knighta and
Knights Companions of the Royal, Exalt«d, Religious and Military

Order of

MASONIC KNIGHT.S TEMPLARS.

Health, Peace, Good Will.

Whereas, we, Colonel Charles Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, Most Eminent
and Supreme Orand Master of the said Order in England and Wales, have
received a Petition from Sir Knight Thomas B. Harris, Robert J. Hamil-
ton, M. F. Shaler, H. D. Munroe, William Mercer Wilson, Dougal Mc-
Innes and others, surrendering a Warrant dated the 18th day of October,

1855, from the Supreme Grand Encampment of High Knights Templars of

Ireland, empowering them to hold an Encancpment at Hamilton, Cacarla

West, requesting us to grant a Warrant or Patent of Constitution, era-

powering them to hold an Encampment of Masonic Knights Templars at

Hauilton, Canada West aforesaid, under the Supreme Grand Cordon ui

England and Wales.

Now KNOW YE THAT, we having taken the said Petition into our con-

sideration, do hereby Grant and Confirm to the said Thomas B. Harris,

Robert J. Hamilton, M. F. Shaier, H. D. Munroe, Dougal Mclnnes,
William Mercer Wilson—and tho other petitioning Knights and their suc-

cessors, full power and authority to assemble at the said City of Hamilton,
Canada West, on the first Friday in every month in every year and at

such other place and times as they and their successors with the consent

of us and our successors for the time being shall appoint, and there and

then to hold an Encampment of Masonic Knights Templars, under the

name, style or title of Godfrey de Bouillon, with such rank and pre-emi-

nence in the Order as if these Presents bore date the 1 8th day of October,

1855, and Instal Knights Companions of the Order, and use and enjoy all

such other powers, privileges, prerogatives and immunities, as do of an-

cient usage and right belong to regular established Encampments holding

Warrants undev the Grand Conclave of Masonic Knights Templars in En.-

Und and Wales. Subject, nevertheless, to the ancient Statutes and Ordi-

nances of our predecessors and to such Statutes and Ordinances as have

been or may hereafter be enacted by us or our Buocessors in our GrHi.d

and Royal Conclave for the good go'^ernment of the said Order. And we

do hereby appoint and confirm Sir Knight William Mercer Wilson, the

Eminent Commander, and Sir Knights Thos. B. Harris and Dougal Mc-
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Innes respectively, the first and second Captains commanding columns of

the said Encampment until another Eminent Commander shall be regu-

larly elected and installed in ancient form and invested with the dignities

and powers of office.

Given at Halswell in the County of Somerset, under
our hand and the Great Seal of this Order, this

Fifteenth day of June, A. L. 5802, A. D. 1859,
A. O. 741. Witness to the Signature of the
Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master,

Fr. WILLIAM STUART, Deputy Grand Master.
Fr. JOHN MASSON, Grand Chancellor.

Annexed to this Warrant was a special permit fronri the Pro-

vincial Grand Commander permitting the Preceptory to confer

the Red Cross Degree.

To the E. C. of the Godfrey de Bouillon Encampment of Knights Tem-
plars, &c., Sir Knight F<"^ter MoCraoken, of Hamilton, Canada
West.

By the authority vested in me as Provincial Grand Commander and
Grauu Prior of the Orders of the M. Knights Templars, and Knights of

Malta, «fec., I hereby authorize you of the Godfrey de Bouillon Encamp-
ment held in the City of Hamilton, to confer the Degree of *' Knight of

the Sword and East and West," known in the Encampment of the United
States as " Knights of the Red Cross, " on all members of your Encamp-
ment who may wish to receive it.

W. J. B. MacL. Moore,
" Provincial Grand Commander, and P. G.

Prior of the Order of thf Temple and
Malta for Caivada.

Given under my hand this 27th day of October, 1855, of the City of

Ottawa, C. W.
1 will request the Provincial Grand Chancellor to furnish you with a

fair copy sealed and with the Grand Commander's Seal—this will answer
your purpose for the present.

+ W. J. B. MaoLEOD MOORE.

\- \

'=



CHAPTER XII.

The Fourth and Fifth Annual Assemblibh of the Peovincial
Conclave—Birth of the '• Godfrey db Bouillon " of Hamilton
—The " Malta " Degree Authorized—Discussion on the ' Rei>

Cross '.

HE proceedings of the Fourth Annual Assembly of

the Provincial Conclave were enlivened with the

welcome news that another Encampment had been

added to the roll.

The Provincial Grand Commander announced at

the Assembly of the Provincial Conclave, which was
held at Kingston, on the 15th July following, that a

warrant had been received from the most Eminent and
Supreme Grand Master, constituting the " Godfrey de Bouil-

lon " Encampment at Hamilton, which had been applied for by
him on the 28th April preceding,—this Encampment to take

rank from the date of the surrendered Irish Wairant, Oct. 25th,

1855. The petitioning Knights, Fratres Wm. Mercer Wilson
and T. B. Harris being present, were installed in the rank of Em-
inent Commander andPast Eminent Commander, respectively,

of the said Encampment.
At this Provincial Conclave the proceedings of the Grand

Conclave of England, held on the 11th May, 1859, were read,

from which it appears that the following Canadian Fratres held

office in the Grand Conclave :

V. E. Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Provincial Grand
C/ommander.

V.E. Frater J as. A. Henderson, Past Dep. Sub Prior and
Representative of Grand Conclave to the Most Eminent Grand
Master and Grand Encampment of the United States.

E. Frater Thos. D. Harington, Grand Sub Prior.

E. Frater Thos. G. Ridout, Grand Chamberlain.
Frater Thompson Wilson, 1st Grand Standard Bearer.

Frater J. H. Rowan, 2nd Grand Standard Bearer.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted, that \

.

E. Frater Philip C. Tucker, of Mount Calvary Encampment,
Middleburgh, Vermont, U.S., and the V. E. Frater Roljert Moi -
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lis, Encampment No. 10, Hickman, Kentucky, U.S., be and
are hereby elected Honorary Members of this Provincial Grand
Conclave, with the rank accorded by the Provincial Grand
Commander of Provincial Grand Sub Prior.

The V.E. the Provincial Grand Commander, invested the

office-bearers for the next term.

During the year the following circular was issued to the

Encampments in the Province in relation to the Order of

Knights of Malta

:

Office ok the PROviNciAii Grand Commanokr

(tf Masonic Knighls Tcmjilars of Canada.

Ottawa, Canada West, 5th April, 1859,

and of month " Tiar," A.O. , 741.

" The Eminent OommauderB of Encampments under this jurisdiction

are hereby notified that they are authorized to confer in their Encamp-
ments, on all regular Knij^hts Templars, as an honorary degree, that of

Masonic Knights of Malta. Until of late years the combined Orders of

the Temple and St. John of Jerusaleui or Malta, were conferred in the
English, and are still in the Scottish, Irish and United States Encamp-
ments.
" This Ddgree commemorates the union of a branch of the Ancient

Military Order of St. John, joining with the Templar Knights as Mattons,

during the latter part of the sixteenth century, and preserves and trans-

mits the knowledge of their origin from the chivalric head of this Order
of Knighthood, which obtained possession of the Island of Malta in 1530,
and were known as Knights of Malta. They still exist in England as an
incorporated body, unconnected with the Masonic branch.

" The proper form of reception can be obtained by Eminent Command-
ers and Past Eminent Commanders of the Order of the Temple (who have
already received the degree) on application to this office, or that of the

Provincial Grand Chancellor, Frater Samuel Deadman Fowler, Kings-
ton, Canada West.

" It is to be understood that in conferring this degree it is not to be
mixed with the Templar ritual, our present venerated and esteemed
Supreme Grand Master Fratet C. Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, on his elec-

tion, having only assumed authority over the Order of the Temple as a
distinct body.
" Eminent Commanders will be pleased to make their own By-laws and

Regulations for the government of this des^ree of Knights of Malta, al-

ways being guided by that of the Templar Order.
" This Circular to be read in open Encampment.

" W. J. B. MacLeod MOORE,
*' Provincial Graiid Commander of Masonic

Knights Templars of Caiiaiia, under the.

Supreme Grand Conclave oj Eufjland and
Wales, and Grand Commander Masonic
Knights of Malta."

II

I 1
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The year 18C0 appears to have gone by without the regular

Annual Convocation, but on the 2()th February, 1861,

A postponed (Jeneral Assembly of the Provincial Grand
Conclave was held at the Masonic Hall, Belleville, attended by
the following Fratres

:

E. Fr. Samuel D. Fowler, as Provincial Grand Commander ;

Fratres Rev. Jas. A. Preston, as Prelate ; Wm. B. Simpson, as

1st Captain ; A. A. Campbell, as 2nd Captain ; Thos. Bird

Harris, ns Chancellor ; W. H. Ponton, Expert

;

With the representatives and members of the following En-
campments: Hugh de Payens, Kingstcn ; Richard Co3ur de

Lion, London; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton.
The recommendation of the V.E. Provincial GrandCommander

to consider the propriety of introducing the Order or Degree
of Knights of the Sword, or Red Cross of Babylon, to assimi-

late with the Degree required in the United States as a pre-rc-

(juisite to the Templar Order, was then discussed, when, on

motion, it was referred to the Deputy Grand Commander to

report on at the next meeting.

A resolution of condolence and regret in connection witli

the decease of the Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent
Frater Colonel Charles Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, was submitted
and adopted. It reads as follows:

" That the Provincial Grand Conclave acknowledges the great loss the

Order of Masonic Kni&rhts Templar has sustained by the decease of the
late Supreme Grand Master, the Most Eminent Frater Colonel Charles
Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, who has borne sway and presided over the
Chivalric Order since the death of His Royal Highness the Duke of

Sussex and whilst ruled with dignity ; has prospered and increased

under his fostering care, and that the Provincial Grand Conclave do
wear mourning for the space of three months."

There was also read a circular of condolence issued by the

Most Eminent Sir Knight B. B. French, Grand Master of

Knights Templars, United States, and dated 1st June, 1860, on
the occasion of the death of the late V. E. Frater John Masson,
Grand Chancellor of the Order in England.

The Appointed and Elected Officers were duly installed and
proclaimed.

A petition for a new Encampment, to be held at Belleville,

signed by the following Fratres, viz.

:

John Charles Franck, Alfred Argyle Campbell, William

Hamilton Ponton, Rev. James A. Preston, Samuel Deadman
Fowler, William Benjamin Simpson, George Frederick

LaSerre, James Alexander Henderson, having been trans-
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initted by the Provincial Grand Commander to the Most
I'^minent and Supreme Grand Master, he was pleased to grant

a Warrant dated 7tli June, A.L. 58G5, A.D. 18G1, A.O. 743,

empowering the petitioning Fratres to open the " King
Baldwin " Encampment in the town of Belleville ; that Frater

J. C. Franck should be the First Eminent Commander, A. A.

Campbell the 1st First Captain, and W. H. Ponton the 1st

Second Captain, and that the meetings of the said Encamp-
ment should be held on the last Mondays of January, April,

July and October.

In consequence of which Frater S, D. Fowler, Deputy Grand
Commander, assisted by the petitioning Fratres, and also

Fratres Boyes, Parker, Bartlett pnd Kirkpatrick, of the Hugh
cle Payens Encampment, opened and consecrated the " King
Baldwin " Encampment, and installed the Eminent Commander
J. C. Franck, and the other ottii:<;rs, on Monday, the 2r)th Aug.,

A. D. 1861.
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CHAPTER XIII,

The Sixth Annual Assembly of thk Phovincial Conclave—Dkath
OF A Templar Pionbeb—Fees or Honour—Alterations to thk
Statutes—The Grand Commander's Address—Interesting and
Important Features.

V. E.

Serre,

HE Town Hall of St. Catharines witnessed the next

annual assembly of the Provincial Conclave, which
was held on the 10th and 11th days of July, 1862,

and was remarkable chiefly for the several import-

ant features brought forward in the address of

the Provincial Grand Commander, the salient

points in which are herewith given. There were pre-

sent at this Convocation the V. Em. Frater W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, Provincial Grand Commander,
Frater T. D. Harington, E. Fratres G. F. La-

J. C. Franck, A. DeGrassi, Francis Richardson,

Thos. B. Harris and other Fratres, members of the various En-
campments under the jurisdiction. The Provincial Grand
Commander, in the opening paragraphs of his address, re-

ferred feelingly to the death of Em. Frater Thos. Gibbs Rid-

out, "a Mason good and true, a high and honorable Brother,

whose moral worth and kindness of heart will long be re-

membered by the Craft in Canada."
The Grand Commander's address proceeded as follows

:

" On motion made by me through the Vice Grand Chancellor, and
brought before the Committee for General Purposes, in London, on the

7th February last, authority was given by Grand Conclave, to all Pro-

vincial Grand Conclaves, to regulate without limitation their own fees uf

honor, and it was likewise conceded that Provincial Grand Commanders
in the Colonies should have the power of granting dispensations for new
Warrants. It will therefore be necessary for you to name the amount of

fees, and to make such alterations in the Rules of this Provincial Grand
Conclave as regards the sums payable by Encampments and Sir Knights,

as also for Dispensations and Warrants, it appearing to me that the

charges now made are, in some cases, too extravagant.
" It is also desirable to take into consideration whether it would not be

advisable for this Provincial Grand Conclave to hold their Annual Con-
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vocation when Grand Lodge or Grand ('hapter meets and at the same
place.
" With respect to the costume adopted by us, I would submit for your

decision that m the case of newly installed Fratres and joining Knights

from other jurisdictions, it should not be imperative on them to procure

the additional costume, but simply the one provided for by the Statutes

of the Grand Conclave of the Order.
" In reply to my rer{uest for authority to confer the Order of Knights

of Malta, the Grand Chancellor informed me that the Order of Knights of

Malta, called also Rhoden and of Palestine, or Knights of St. John of Jeru-

salem, has always been under the supreme authority of Grand Conclave,

and worked according to the ritual furnished me by the lato Very £mi-
iieat Frater X Henry Eml^, the former Grand Chancellor. All Eminent
Commanders in this jurisdiction will, therefore, consider themselves as

authorized to confer this Order under their Templar Warrant.

" I may here point out that the custom in other jurisdictions of ad-

dressing members of the Order with the jn-ejix of Sir to tho Christian na,me,

as Sir iVilliam, Sir John, Sir Henry, &c., &o., is more like an assumption
of courtly Knighthood than that of simply styling them ' Sir Knight,'

followed by the Surname, as adopted by us, but Frater and Fratres ap-

pear to be the most correct term, and should be always used when the

Equerries are addressed.
" With reference to the preliminary Degree of Knight of the Sword and

East, or Babylonish Pass, known in the United States as ' Red Cross,'

and of which their Grand Encampments insist that every Companion
should be i 1 possession before he can obtain admission to a Knights Tem-
plar Encampment, 1 pointed out to Committee of Grand Conclave sitting

in February last, the necessity of obtaining an authority to confer it under
our Templar Warrants. The Grand Vice-Chancellor communicated to me
that the Committee resolved, that in consequence of the Statutes of the
Order being silent as regards this Degree, (though conferred by some old
Encampments in England,) I was to use my own discretion in the waiter,

I have, therefore, carefully examined the Ritual of the ' Red Cross ' used
in the United States, as also that of the ' Knights of the Sword,' East,

and East and West, as given under the Templar Warrants of Ireland, and
the Royal Arch Chapters of Scotland,—being, in fact, the same Degree as

that of the * fifteenth ' of the ' Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,' and
' sixth ' of the French ; and consider the Ritual used in Scotland and
Ireland the one best adapted for us, it appearino: to be the original De-
gree from which that of the ' Red Cross ' of the United States is taken

;

in the latter there seem to be a few inconsistencies, and it has been al-

tered from the original (although not in essentials) to suit their own
peculiar mode of working.

" In Scotland and Ireland it is not insisted upon as a pass to the
Templar, Royal Arch Masons being alone eligible ; why it should have
been in any way mixed up with the Order of the Temple is dithcult to ex-

plain, as the Degree is only a combination of the Royal Arch commemo-
rating the dangers encountered by the Jews in building the second
Temple, and being of Jewish and Persian origin, has no connection what-
ever with the Christian Order of Knight Templar. The only Order
known in Palestine during the time of the Crusades by the name of ' Red
Cross Kniohts,' was that of the ' Templar ;' therefore to call the Degree
of Knights of the Sword, East, and East and West, Red Cross Knights, is

evidently incorrect. I do not consider that it is at all requisite, but as
our neighboring Grand Encampments insist upon its being the prelimin-

III I
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ary step and pass to their Templar Order, it will be proper to confer it.

or, at least, as much as may be found necessary to ensure the admission
without difficulty of Canadian Templais into their Encampments. I may
mention that the Knights Templars were never a Masonic Sosiety , and had
710 coimection with it until after the dispersion of the Order, and not even
then until secret societies were prohibited, when at the revival of the
Order they sought shelter in the Masonic Fraternity as of a higher grade
in Freemasonry. With the exception of the three Degrees of Ancient
Craft Masonry, including the Mark Master or Master of Fellow Craft's

Lodge, and probably the Past or Chair Master, I believe that all other
Degrees are of modem origin, grafted on the original stock during the
last century.''

At the second day's session of the Conclave a number of

proposed alterations in the Statutes were discussed and adopted,

among which were the following :

—

" That the Provincial Grand Conclave shall be held annually
at the same place as the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of Canada, etc.

" That the following alterations be made in the fees of

honour :

—

Very Em. Prov. Grand Commander. . . .S5.00 (five dollars.)

Provincial Grand Prior 3.00 (three " j

Sub-Prior 2.00 (two " )

Prelate 0,00 No fee.

Provincial Grand 1st Captain 2.00 (two " )

" 2nd Captain 2.00 (two " )

All others, each 1,50 (one-and-half dollars.)

And ov, promotion

:

Provincial Grand 2nd Captain, and above that rank, two
dollars ; under that rank, no fee.

It was also resolved to add to this clause of the Statutes that
" Eminent Commanders of Encampments will furnish the Pro-

vincial Grand Chancellor, one month before the annual convo-

cation of Provincial Grand Conclave, for the selection of the

V. E. the Provincial Grand Commander, the names of such Sir

Knights, members of their Encampments, as may wish to holil

office in Provincial Grand Conclave."

The Statutes were also amended, in that
" The fee to Provincial Grand Conclave, for every dispensa-

tion to form a new Encampment by the Provincial Graml
Commander, shall be 5$ 4 (four dollars.) Upon the approval of

the Provincial Grand Commander, and on his recommendation
that a Warrant or Patent of confirmation be granted by the

Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, a further sum of

$2 (two dollars) shall be payable to the funds of the Prov in-
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cial Grand Conclave. This is in addition to the fer of five

(5) guineas required by the Statutes of the Order."

Prior to adjournment the Degrees (or points) of Knight of

the Sword, East, and East and West, were conferred by the

V. E. the Grand Commander on such of the Fratres present as

liiul not previously received them.

1

'



CHAPTER XIV.

The Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Annual Assemblies—Certificates-.
OF" Appointment—The Expenheh of Grand Conclave—Recoo-
nition of Tkmplar Jf.wels by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter.

•N accordance with the resolution passed at the

previous Annual Assembly at St. Catharines, the

sixth Annual Provincial Grand Conclave met in

1868 at Toronto, on the 12th August, the same
time and place as the meeting of the Grand R, A.

Chapter of Canada, but the attendance does not appear

to have been augmented on that account. Those who
are recorded as being present were V. E. Frater W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, Prov. Grand Commander ; V. E. Frater T. D.
Harington ; Em. Frs. Thompson Wilson, and T. B. Harris

;

Fratres C. D. Macdonnell, James Seymour, William Reicl,

James Foreman, and Fratres from the several Encampments
from Kingston, Toronto, Quebec, London,- and Hamilton.
But little business of moment was accomplished at this as-

sembly. The Prov. Grand Commander made the announcement
that the business of the Order in Canada would, in the event
of his absence or illness, be conducted by his Deputy V. E.

Frater T. D. Harington, who in such case would assume all

the rights and prerogatives. A Patent to this effect was sub-

sequently issued by the Prov. Grand Commander and read at

the next annual Assembly which was held at Quebec. It was
decided that forms of Certificate of Appointment, under seal,

should be prepared and delivered by the Provincial Grand
Chancellor to each officer on payment of " the small fee of

honor " of one dollar. Returns from the several subordinate

Encampments were ordered to be called for, but dues payable

by them to the Provincial Grand Conclave were not to be ex-

acted, being declared to be abolished, the future expenses of

the Provincial Grand Conclave to be defrayed by the fees of

honor, and if these were not sufficient, each Encanopment to be

equally assessed for the amount required. The Fratres were
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informed that the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada has
formally recojpiized as honorary jewels to be worn thereat,

those; of the Orders ot Knight Templar an<l of Malta.

The appointed and elected Otficers were installed and pro-

claimed.

Later in the year a petition to form a new Encampment at

Montreal was received from the undermentioned Fratres and
recommended by V. E. Fr. T. D. Harington, Deputy Prov. Grand
Commander, to be called the " Richard Crour de Lion " En-
campment, to meet on the fourth Thursday of each month,,

nominating Frater A. A. Stevenson to be first Eminent Com-
mander, Frater Robert Alex. Smith to be First Captain, and
Frater Arthur Robert Sowdon Second Captain.

PETITIONERS.

R. A. Smith, " Godfrey de Bouillon," Hamilton.

G. R. Brewster,

A. A. Stevenson, '*

Geo. EnEarl, "

A. R. Sowdon, " Sinclair" Commandery, Port Huron, Mich.

I. H. Stearns, "Trinity," No. 1. Manchester, N. H.
W. L. Mackenzie, " Godfrey de Bouillon," Hamilton.

Dated 30th Nov., 1863.

In compliance with this petition the V. E. the Provincial

Grand Commander, W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, granted, at To-
ronto, a Dispensation to open this Encampment on the 3rd
December, 1863, until a regular Warrantor Patent was granted
or otherwise) by the Supreme Grand Conclave of England, &c.

Among those present at the Seventh Annual Assembly of

the Provincial Grand Conclave, which was held on the 10th
day of August, 1864, in the Masonic Hall, City of Quebec, were
Fratres Thos. D. Harington, Deputy Provincial Grand Com-
mander, as Provincial Grand Commander ; Thos. B. Harris, as

Provincial 1st Captain ; Jas. Seymour, as Provincial Grand 2nd
Captain; C. D. Macdonnell, Grand Chancellor, as Registrar;

Geo. Smith, as Grand Almoner; Patrick Loughran, as Grand
Captain of Lines ; Phillip St Hill, as Grand Expert ; Joseph V.

R. Roy, as Giand 1st Herald; L. E, Dufour, as Grand 2nd
Herald ; Wm. Wilkinson, as Grand Equerry ; and Fraters

from Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton and Quebec.

Beyond the customary election and installation of officera,

nothing seems to have transpired at the session worthy of re-

cord.

When the Provincial Grand Conclave met in their Eighth
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Annual Assemlily the next year, viz : on the 9tli of August
1805, in the Masonic Hall at Prescott, the Grand Conriman<iei

witnessed a representation that testified forcibl}' to the grow-
ing popularity of the Order in Canada, and the increasing intt r-

est taken in it by its members. There were present :—V. K,

Frater Wm.J.B. MacLeod Moore, Provincial Grand Commandci

:

V. E. Fratres T. D. Harington, Thos. B. Harris, John C. Franck
Rev. Jas. A. Preston, Thompson Wilson, Samuel D. FowKi,
Chas. 1). Macdonnell, William B. Simpson, Alex. S. Kiik-

patrick, L. H. Henderson, Thos. McCracken, James Seymour, A.

DeC rassi, George KnEarl, John W, Murton, Isaac H. Stearn\
Wm. M. Jamieson, Joseph J. Curran, Benjamin Evans.
The " Hugh de Payens " Encampment, Kingston ; the

" William de la More the Martyr," Quebec ; the " Geoffrey du

St. Aldemar," Toronto ; the " Godfrey de Bouillon," Hamilton

:

the " Richard Ciour de Lion/' London; the "King Baldwin,'

Belleville ; the " Richard Coeur de Lion," Montreal, all of tli'.

Encampments under the jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand
Conclave being represented.

The Provincial Grand Commander announced that he had

conferred on Em. Sir Knight Alfred Creigh, LL.D., Grand

Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars uf

the State of Pennsylvania, the rank of Past Provincial Deputy

Grand Prior of this Provincial Grand Conclave, and a letter

acknowledging the receipt of the Patent and expressing thanks

therefor, was read from Dr. Creigh.

The Statutes requiring that the rank of (Jommander should

be held by a Frater holding the office of Provincial Grand

Chancellor, or Vice-Chancellor, the Grand Conclave was in-

formed that a Patent had been issued, which ante-dated the

rank of Commander, held by Frater Charles Davis Macdonnell

to the loth July, 1854.

The scale of honor fees and the regulations governing the I

issue of certificates to Grand Officers, present and past, wore
|

readjusted by resolution.

Frater L. H. Henderson was installed Eminent Commander I

of " King Baldwin " Encampment of Belleville, and a committee

was appointed to enrjuire what amount, if any, was due the

" Hugh de Payens' " Encampment, of Kingston, for jewels loan-

ed to the Provincial Grand Conclave. The officers were tlien|

installed in office.



CHAPTER XV.

Tin: Ninth and Tenth Annual Assemblies of the Provincial Con-
( LAVE—A Visitor from England—Another New ENCAMfMENT

—

The Outlook for the Order in the Early Days of the Dominion.

h

M

HERE waa no falling off apparently in the healthy

1^ symptoms which exhibited themselves the preced-
^ ing year at Prescott, when on the 15th of August,

1866, the ninth annual Provincial Conclave again
mat in the Town of St. Catharines. There were

present at this Assembly, V. E. Frater Colonel W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, the Provincial Grand Commander

;

Fratres—Thos. B. Harris, Wm. Benj. Simpson, Henry
RoViertson, Thompson Wilson, Chas. D. Macdonnell, L.

H. Henderson, James Seymour, W. M. Jamieson, A.

G. Smyth, H. W. Day, Joseph J. Curran, Edwin Goodman,
David Curtis, William Reid, and Fratres from most of the En-
campments in the jurisdiction. There was also present on this

occasion as a visitor, Eminent Sir Knight E. H. Royds, Vice-

Chancellor, St. Amand Encampment, Worcester, England.

The Statutes of the Provincial Grand Conclave were referred

for examination and revision to the following Committee :—

Fratres W.J.B. MacLeod Moore, T. D. Harington, T. B. Harris,

Wilson Thompson and C. D. Macdonnell.

The following Resolution appears in the records of this As
seiubly, and is probably the first instance of the kind coming
before the Canadian Fratres :

—
" That whereas a stranger re-

presenting himself a Sir Knight, in distressed circumstances

has applied to this Provincial Grand Conclave for relief, that

the amount of alms collected at this Provincial Grand Assembly
ho presented to him."

The Grand Commander announced that he had conferred the

ranks of Past Provincial Deputy Grand Commander, and Past

Provincial Deputy Grand Prior, on Fratres Thompson Wilson
and William Mercer Wilson.

\M

'%n
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A petition was read for a new Encampment in the Town of

St. Catharines, Canada West, to be called the " Plantagenet,'

and to meet on the second Monday in the months of Januai \

,

April, July and October, and nominating Frater James Sey-

mour to be the first Eminent Commander, Frater Edwin Gooil-

man to be First Captain, and Frater Theophilus Mack to Ix.-

Second Captain. To the petition were appended the signatur. s

of the following Fratres :—James Seymour, Edwin Cloodnmii,

Isaac Pemberton Willson, William McGhie, Ja.s. McKay, Jolm
Walter Murton, Thos. Bird Harris, all of " Godfrey de Bouillon

'

Enciimpment, and Theophilus Mack of " Lake Erie " Encainj)-

ment, New York.

In compliance with the foregoing petition, the Prov. Grand
Commander authorized a Dispensation to be issued to hold

the Encampment until a Warrant of confirmation was received

from England.

Frater James Seymour, the Eminent Commander named in

the Petition, being present, expressed a desire to be installed,

and the Provincial Grand Commander was pleased to accede

to his request.

In this year a new Encampment and Priory at Stanstead, in

the Eastern Townships, was established. The petitioners desiivd

thename " Plantagenet," but as the Pieceptory at St. Catharines

was so-called, the name " Sussex " was adopted. Frater Colby,

of Stanstead, was the tirst Eminent Preceptor.

On the 14th August, 18G7, the new capital of the new Do-

minion saw the tenth yearly gathering of the Provincial Grand
Conclave, which now numbered under its jurisdiction seven

Encampments in actual operation, viz.
—

" Hugh de Payens " of

Kingston, "Godfrey de Bouillon" of Hamilton, "Richard

Cceur de Lion," of London ;
" Richard Cceur de Lion," of Mon-

treal; " Plantagenet," of St. Catharines, and "Plantagenet," of

Stanstead. The latter, which at this time existed under Dis-

pensation, changed its name subsequently when it received its

Warrant, and has ever since been known as "Sussex." All the pe-

titioning Fratres of this Encampment, whose first Commander
was Frater Colby, were installed in United States Comman-
deries. In addition to the V. E. Fratres Col. W. J. B. Mac-

Leod Moore, Prov. Grand Commander, and T. D. Harington,

his deputy, the following Fratres answered their names at this

Conclave :

—

Thos. B. Harris, James H. Rowan, W. S. May, A. A. Steven-

son, James Seymour, A. S. Kirkpatrick, C. D. Macdonnell, L. H.

Henderson, John W. Murton, Wm. M. Jamieson, Edward Curtis, I

J;iv|:i ;:JfSi

I
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Pliilij) Hill, William Koid, I. H. Steams, Henry Robertson, A.

(j. Smyth, Geo. KnKarl, etc.

The Provincial (Jrand Commander, in his ad(h*ess, referre<l in

felicitous terms to the confederation of the Canadian Provinces

ami the meetin;,' of the Provincial Grand Conclave in the capi-

tal city of the Dominion for the first time since its formation,

tw(dve years previously. He submitted that the change in the

political complexion of the country would necessitate an appli-

cati(tii to the Supreme Body to appoint a Colonial Deputy
(Irand Master with power to appoint Provincial (irand ('on-

claves under him for the different Provinces of the Dominion.
Two of the Canadian Kncampments, which had become in-

active, he refers to as follows :
—

The Warrant of the " William de la More the Martyr " Encampment,
of (Quebec, id in the hands of the Deputy (>rand Commander Frater Har-
ingtun, who, for reasons satisfactorily explained to me, did not consider

it expedient to leave the warrant in Qiiebec, or ajjain open the Encknip-
luunt there ; and now I leave it optional with him to transfer the warrant
to Ottawa, opening it again under his immediate rule in the Capital of the
New Dominion. I regret to say that the <mce i\ )uri8hing Encampment,
the " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar," of Toronto, is obsolete, having unfor-
tunately lost by tire the greater part of its documents and property. I

wish here to remark that the last Eminent Commander of this Encamp-
ment has not complied with the terms on which he received the Warrant
at hia Installation, not having returned it to me when the E.icampment
ceased to exist, which it is necessary should be done wtihout further
delay.

In the matter of Ritual, the Grand Commander said :

—

" It is to be sincerely hoped that ere long the whole Templar Order
will, as of old, be united and bound together by the same ritual, the

same landmarks and Christian principles. The ceremonies adopted in

the United States Commanderies have for a number of years exhibited

so many departures from the original Ritual, as extant in Europe, that

tLeir only safety is in returning to that fountain head where those cere-

iiK nies have so long continued uneorrupt«d and undefiled. To this de-

siiiihle end, Frater Alfred Creigb, LL. D., Grand Recorder and
Historiographer of the Grand Encampmout, of Pennsylvania, and an
honorary Past Deputy Grand Commander of the Provincial Grand Con-
clave, has been with his pen ably advocating the adopticm of the English
Kitnal in all the Encampments of the United States, clearly pointing out
in his History of the Order, lately published, that the Ritual in use with
them is not the original one brirnght from England, and that the inuova-

tiou, in fact, total change of the ceremony of reception, was made l)y

Frater Thcmas Smith Webb, styled the ' Father of American Free-

masoury,' and other innovators, at the commencement of the present

century. He agrees with me that the degree known sis the * Rod Cross

'

in the United States, and so much insisted upon as the preliminary one
to the Templar, is another innovation of Webb's, taken from the fifteenth

i

i.

J
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(legreo of the ' Anciont anil Accepted Rite,' uiul linn »»(» vouuectinu

u'liiitifi'r with the Christian Orders of KuightLtJod. As such it is uii-

knnwii (ind ignored in the EuciinipnieutB of PInghiud, nlthough its i>eculiiM

cereiuonioH are ])ermitted in Canada, to prevent any diiliculty in vieitiuu

the Kncanipmeuts of the United States.

' Tlio revival of the Order of St. John of JernsaliMn, known as ' Knights

«f Malta,' is now /«//// I'Htahlished. This Order is governed by its own
rules and rites, being <juite distinct from that of the Temple." Ht-

urged that steps be at once taken to attach a Priory of Malta to ail our

Templar Encampments."

The Ciiand Commander announced that the Grand Master in

England, appreciating the zeal and regularity which jjrevaileil

amongst the Order in Canada, had authorized him to return

the names of such Canadian Fratres a.s he might .select for the

highest rank.s in Grand Conclave

—

brevet, or pctst rank, only

could be conferrtid, as the holding of office involved the atten-

dance of the recipient at Grand Conclave in London
He also announced that he had received a petition from

members of the Scottish Order of the Temple in New Bruns-

wick, to grant them a Dispensation to open an Encampment
and Priory at St. John, but, says the Grand Commander :—
" It appears in Grand Conclave Proceedings that there is a Pro-

vincial Grand Commander for Nova Scotia and New Bruns-

wick, ice, &c., although I am led to believe he does not hold

active jurisdiction."

Acting on the suggestioncontained in the Grand Commander's
address, the Grand Conclave adopted the following resolution:
" That the V. E. Provincial Grand Commander, the Deputy
Grand Commander and the Provincial Grand Prior, be request-

ed to correspond with the Supreme Grand Conclave of Eng-

land and Wales, and to express to that Supreme Body the de-

sire of the Sir Knights of the.se Provinces that a Supreme

Grand Conclave .should be formed for the Dominion of CanaJa,

with the V. E. the Provincial Grand Commander as the first

Grand Master ; and that the Committee above named be also re-

quested to ascertain on what basis the object of this resolution

can be most speedily and satisfactorily attained."

The Grand Commander announced in Grand Conclave that
|

he had conferred on Eminent Sir Knight Thomas Bird Harris,

Provincial Grand Prior, the brevet rank of a Past Deputy!

Provincial Grand Commander and Past Deputy Provincial
|

Grand Prior.

The usual election of Treasurer and Equerry having beenl

announced, they, with the other officers selected by the Grand]

Commander, were installed.
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1806.

B-VV. J. B. MucL. Moore.

*'"T. D. HariiiKton

I»o«r. BinlHftrria

e"W. B. Simpson

'*°\{cv. Jamea A. Preston .

"»V. McCraken

La^. S. Finden

S>«J. D. Macdonnell

^"^^ames Moffatt

* '•fames Seymour

^^"j. H. Henderson

« ^. W. Murton G. EnEarl

1867.

W. J. B. MacL. Moore.

T. 1). UariiiKton.

J. C. Franck.

C. D. Macdonnell.

Kev. .Tames A. Piestun.

James Seymour,

E. H. Parker.

T. Bird Harris.

W. Edgar.
I

L. H. Henderson.
I

^ 'W. M. Jameison

.

H«)avid Curtis

^'"oseph J. CJurren.

• • "]dwin Goodman

.

^''•Vm. Reid

'''"•I. Poetter

I"*.. E. Charlton .

.

M«. H. Stearns

Ja». W. Day

Wo«t. Robertson

'"'K^. Docter

^"yi, G. Smith

'^'^. Graham

David Curtis.

A. J. Smyth.

H. Robertson.

I. U. Stearns.

TheophiluB Mack.

Michael J. May.

W. B. Colby.

Eber. C. Flint.

Ernest Beaufoi t.

Isaac P. VVillson.

Wm. Reed.

T. Holywell.
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Prov. Grand Commander

Deputy Prov. Grand Commander. . .

.

Prov. Grand Prior

Prov. Grand Sub-Prior

Prov. Grand Prelate

Prov. Grand Ist Captain

Prov. Grand 2nd Captain

Prov. Grand Chancellor

Prov. Grand Vice-Chancellor

Prov. Grand Registrar

Prov. Grand Treasurer

Prov. Grand Chamberlain

Prov. Grand Hospitaller .

,

Prov, Grand Expert

Ist Prov. Grand Standard Bearer

2nd Prov. Grand Standard Bearer.. .

Prov. Grand Almoner

Ist Prov. Grand Aide-de-camp

2nd Prov. Grand Aide-de-camp

Prov. t^rand Dir. of Ceremonies

Prov. Grand Captain of Lines

l8t Prov. Grand Herald «>.

.

2Qd Prov. Grand Herald

Prov. Grand Sword Bearer

Prov. Grtod Equerry

1865.

W. J. B. MacL. Mbore

James A. Henderson

Col. Alex. Gordon, R. E

Rev. F. J. Lundy, D. C. L . . .

.

Samuel B. Harman

T. J>. Harington

o. xj» J! oin ler ..... ............

S. D. Fowler.

James Fitzgibbon .

.

T. G. Ridout

F. Richardson

E. W. Palmer

George Duggan ....

J. G. Howard

F. W.Cumberland.

• •#•••••

W. G. Storm

John Kerr

W. M. Jameiflon.

James H. Rowan

1856-7.

W. J. B. MacL. Moore

James A. Heuderson

Samuel B. Harman

T. D. Harington

T. G. Ridout

S. Staples Finden

F. Richardson

S. D. Fowler

S. D. Fowler

E. P. Palmer

James Fitzgibbon

Thompson Wilson

George Duggan

J. G. Howard

James Hill Rowan

W. G. Storm

John Kerr

A. H. Oibflon.

F. W. Cumberland.

Alfred A. Campbell.

W. H. Ponton

N. Bethnne, M. D..

W. M. Jameison. . .

.

A. H. Gibson
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SUCCESSION OF GRAND OFFICERS FROM ITS ORGANIZATION IN 1855 TO I.
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1858.

• • • • • •

• •••••••

W. J. B. MacL. Moure. .

.

Samuel B. Harman

T, D. Harington

T. G. Ridout

W. Mercer Wilson

Thompson Wilson

James Hill Rowan

S. D. Fowler..

F. Richardson

F. Richardson

G. F. LaSerre

F. W. Cumberland

W. G. Stori

G. W. Whitehead

W. R. Harris

Thomas Ridout

N. Bethune, M. D

(J , \j, j< rancic ......•••.••••••••

James Daniel

W. B. Simpson

J. Kipp. Brown. . .

.

William Moore

J. Nickinson

James Foreman

1859-60.

Wi J. B. MacL. Moore

T. D. Harington

T. G. Ridout

F. Richardson

W. Mercer Wilson .

.

John Kerr

S. D. Fowler ,

W. B. Simpson

W. B. Simpson

G. F. LaSerre

W. M. Jameison

W. G. Storm

G. W. Whitehead...

W. R. Harris

Thomas Ridout

N. Bethune, M. D...

J. C. Franck

1861.

W. J. B. MacL. Moore.

S. D. Fowler

Thompson Wilson

W. Mercer Wilson

Rev. James A. Preston .

.

William Hay

G. F. LaSerre . .

.

W. B. Simpsom .

.

J. C. Franck

J. C. Franck

John Kerr

Thomas B. Harris

Thomas Ridout

W.R. Harris

C. McGill

t • • •

W. F. McMaster

Joseph Jackes

G. K. Brown

William Muir

John Boyes

James Foreman

A. DeGrassi

J. Nickinson

D. Mclnnis

W. F. McMaster..

Joseph Jackes

P. J. Worthington,

F. W. Thomas

John Boyes

T. McMullen....c

1862.

• ••••••

W. J. B. MacL. M<

S. D. Fowler

W. G. Storm

T. Bird Harris

Rev. James A. Pres

G. F. LaSerre

J. C. Franck

W. B. Simpson

A. S. Kirkpatrick..

A. S. Kirkpatrick.

John Kerr

C Magill

Thomas Ridout—
T. McCraken

D. Mclnnes

W. Muir

A. DeGrassi

Joseph Jackes

W. H. Ponton

W. Daniel

J. W. Murton

P. J. Worthington

F. W. Thomas

C. J. Stanley......

T. F. McMullen..
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^ J. B. MacL. Moore .

.

D. Fowler

\ G. Storm

Bird Harris

iv. James A. Preston . .

.

F. LaSerre

C. Franck

B. Simpson

S. Kirkpatrick

S. Kirkpatrick

|)hn Kerr

Magill

lomas Ridout

McCraken

Mclnnes

. Muir

DeGrassi

[seph Jackes

|. H. Ponton

Daniel

IW. Murton

J. Worthington

*W. Thomas

J. Stanley

F. McMuUen

W. J. B. MacL. Moore. . .

.

T. D. HaringtoQ

T. Bird Harris

J. C. Franck

Rev. James A. Preston

James Hill Rowan

A. A. Campbell

C. D. Macdonnell ,

A. S. Kirkpatrick

J. D. Warren

John Kerr

T. McCraken

William Muir

A. DeGrassi

W. H. Ponton

W.Daniel

J. W. Murton

William Press

C. J. Sterling

William Reid

D. G. Jones

James Seymour

W. F. McMaster

T. F. Lecount

T. F. McMuUen

W. J. B. MacL. Moore

T. D. Harington

T. Bird Harris

J. C. Franck

Rev. James A. Preston

James Hill Rowan

A. A. Stevenson

C. D. Macdonnell

A. S. Kirkpatrick

J. D. Warren

John Kerr

T. McCraken

James Seymour

A. DeGrassi

G. Smith..

G. EnEarl

J. W. Murton

P. Langhram

P.St. Hill

William Reid

H. E. Swales

Edwin Goodman

Joseph V. R. Roy

J. C. Dufour

W. Wilkinson

W. J. B. Mac

T. D. Haringt

T. Bird Harris

W. B. Simpsoi

Rev. James A.

T. McCracken

A. S. Kirkpati

C. D. Macdoni

S. S. Finden..

James Moffatt

L. H. Henders

James Seymoui

A. DeGrassi .

.

G. EnEarl....

W. M. Jameisc

P. St. Hill

J. W. Murton,

Robert Hunter

Joseph J. Curr

I. H. Stearns .

.

Benjamin Evai

Edwin Goodma

H. Poetter. . . .

,

David Curtis...

W. W. Summer
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W. J. B. MacL. Moore

T. D. UariDgton

T. Bird Harris

W. B. Simpson

Rev. James A, Preston

T. McCracken

A. S. Kirkpatrick

C. D. Macdonnell

S. S. Finden

James Moffatt
,

L. H. Henderson

James Seymour

A. DeGrassi

G. EnEarl

W. M. Jameison

P. St. HiU

J. W. Murton

Robert Hunter

Joseph J. Curren

I. H. Stearns

Benjamin Evans

Edwin Goodman

H. Poetter

David Curtis

W.W.Summers

W. J. B. MacL. Moore

T. D. Harington

T. Bird Harris

W. B. Simpson
,

Rev. James A. Preston

T. McCraken

S. S. Finden

C. D. Macdonnell

James Moffatt

James Seymour

W. J. B. MacL. Moore.

T. D. Harington.

J. C. Franck.

C. D. Macdonnell.

Rev. James A. Preston.

James Seymour.

E. H. Parker.

T. Bird Harris.

W. Edgar.

L. H. Henderson L. H. Hendeiocn.

J. W. Murton G. EnEarl.

W. M. Jameison.

David Curtis

Joseph J. Curren

,

Edwin Goodman

.

Wm. Reid

H. Poetter

B. E. Charlton .

.

I. H. Stearns

H. W. Day

H. Robertson

W. Docter

A G. Smith

T. Graham

David Curtis.

A. J. Smyth.

H. Robertson.

L H. Stearns.

Theophilus Mack.

Michael J. May.

W. B. Colby.

Eber. C. Flint.

Ernest Beaufort.

Isaac P. Willson.

Wm. Reed.

T. Holywell.
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CHAPTER XVI.

The First Meeting of the Grand Pbiory of the Dominion of Canada
—A New Era in Canadian Tbmplarism—Growing,Importance of
THE Body—Notable Assembly in Montreal—The Grand Prior's
Warrant.

HE progress of the Templar Order received an im-
petus at this period of its existence. Eighteen
hundred and sixty-eight is a year indelibly marked
in the Templar mind as being not only the year
of grace, but of promise for the formation of the

^ Grand Priory of Canada, which led to new life in al5

0^ branches of Templar work. When we look back

to the twenty years that have glided by so quickly, we can
hardly realize the fact that the progress made has placed Can-
ada in its Sovereign Priory as the peer of all Templar bodies

in the world.

There dawned at this time upon Templarism in Canada a

new and important era, when as a result of the resolution pass-

ed at the previous, and what proved to be final, meeting as

such, of the Provincial Grand Conclave, the following porten-

tous document was received in June, 1868.

COPY OF "GRAND PRIOR'S" PATENT.

READ IN PROVINCIAL GRAND CONCLAVE.

WiLUAM Stuart,
Grand Master.

To all and every our Eminent Commanders, and other Eminent Knights and
Companions of the Royal, Exalted, Religious, and Military Order of
Grand Elected Knights Templar Hospitallers of St, John of Jerusalem,
Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta.

HEALTH. PEACE. GOODWILL.

We, Sir Knight William Stuart, Most EmiDent and Supreme Grand
Master of the Most Exalted, Keligious, and Military Order in England
and Wales, and of the Colonial Dependencies of the British Crown, do
hereby appoint Sir Knight J Colonel WM. JAMES BURY MacLEOD
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MOORE, Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, to be responsible t'l

us and our successors for the proper discharge of his duties, in strict ob-

servance of the Rites and Ceremonies established by our Predecessors, aa

well as the Statutes, Laws and Ordinances enacted for the good Govern-
ment of the Order, for which purpose we enjoin each nnd every Knight
of our Exalted Order, within the above Dominion, cheerfully to obey the

Commands of their Grand Prior,

Whom Goi> Pkeseevk.

In ihitness whereof, we have affixed our Signature and Grand Seal of

the Order, this first day of May, A.L. 5872, A.D. 1868. A.O. 750.

[Seal.]

JOHN H>jYSHE,
Deputy Grand Master.

JOSEPH LAVENDER,
Graiid Registrar.

The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada of the United
Orders of the Temple and Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem,

Palestine, Rhodes, Malta, &c., k.c., under the Supreme Grand
Conclave of England and Wales, convened for the first time at

the Templar's Hall, Great St. James Street, in Montreal, on
Wednesday, the 12th August, 1868, with V. E. Frater Col.

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Grand Prior, on the Throne, V. E.

Frater Thomas D. Harington, Deputy Grand Prior, and the

following representatives from Encampments :

" Tt" HUGH DE PAYENS, KINGSTON.

E.Frater Howard E, Swales, Em. Commander ; E.Frater C. D
Macdonnell,Past Em.Commander ; E.Frater W.B.Simpson, Past

Em. Commander ; E. Frater R. Gaskin, E. Frater R. Town.

" WILLIAM DE LA MORE THE MARTYR," OTTAWA.

V. E. Frater T. Douglas Harington, Em. Commander.

" GODFREY DE BOUILLON." HAMILTON.

Y. E. Frater Thomas B. Harris, Past Em. Commander; E.

Frater Henry Robertson, Past Em. Commander; E. Frater C.

D. Macdonnell, E. Frater Geo. EnEarl, E. Frater C. A. Birge.

" RICHARD C(EUR DE LION," LONDON.

E. Frater Thompson Wilson, Past Em. Commander.

" KING BALDWIN," BELLKVILLK

Frater L. H. Henderson, Past Em. Commander.
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" RICHARD CCEUR DE LION," MONTREAL.

Fratres A. A. Stevenson, Em. Commander, I. H. Stearns,

Arthur Sowdon, Alex. Murray, Thos. Milton, Angelo M. F.

Oianelli, William Muir, F, Montague Sowdon.

" PLANTAGENET," ST. CATHARINES.

E. Fratres James Seymour, Past Em. Commander, Alex.

Servos.

"SUSSEX," STANSTEAD.

E. Frater W. B. Colby, Em. Commander.

The Grand Prior, in his address, said :

—

" The year past, I feel assured, will be regarded as an important one
in our history, consequent on the political changes which have taken
place in Canada. Since our last annual Assembly I have been in frequent
correspondence with the Grand Chancellor, Sir Patrick MacC. De Col-
quhoun, and the recipient of most gratifying and interesting communica-
tions relative to the adminirtration of the Order in the Dominion. The
Moat Eminent the Supreme Grand Master, who has at all times, by a
uniform courtesy, shown himself most willing and anxious to meet our
views and wishes by every concession in his power, has been pleased to

confer upon me, as your chief officer, the style and dignity of ' Grand
Prior ' of the Combined Orders of the Temple and Hospital for the Do-
minion of Canada, made doubly more gratifying by presenting me, from
himself, with the insignia of this high office. Canada will now become a
Giwid Priory, with the power of Self-Government, enacting Rules and
Laws for the guidance of their own affairs, with which the Grand Con-
clave does not interfere, or the Grand Master himself, when not contrary
to the common Law and Statutes of the Order,
" The Supreme Grand Master and Grand Conclave have decided that

this Grand Priory be permitted to retain, for local purposes, half the fees

and so much of the Benevolent Fund as is collected within its jurisdic-

tion, which should be reserved for persons of recognized indigent position.

Tlie Grand Chancellor assures me that every effort will be made to carry
o\it the administration of the Order to the general satisfaction of the
Fratres. He has himself taken the matter into his own hands, and intro-

duced a system of general responsibility which must ultimately prove per-
fectly successful. It therefore becomes our duty to assist, by all means
in our power, the Griind Chancellor in carrying out his views, and show
every consideration to an honorary officer, who can have no other object
at heart but the good of the Order.

" At the meeting of the Grand Conclave in May last, at London, the
Oommittee, in their address to the'Grand Master, referred to the Graft
in Canada having separated from the parent stock and formed themselves
into an independent body, and alluded to a leaning by our Order in the
same direction, but congratulated us on remaining true to the old alle-

giance. I perfectly agree with the Committee that any separation wou d
but diminish the dignity of the Order in Canada, and be in no way
beneficial.

" I have recommended to the Grand Master, Frater Alfred Creigh,
LL.D., Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of Pennsylvania, (the



-'.

88 KNIOHTS TEMPLARS.

•m

i\

i>i

iih

oldest Encampment in the United States), being appointed our represen-

tative in the General Grand Encampment of the t/nited States, and the

Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Pennkylvania has forwarded
me credentials to represent his Grand Encampment in our Grand
Priory.

" I have lately received an application from Fratres of the Order at St.

John, N.fi., to establish a subordinate Priory or Encampment there, but

aa I find a Scottish Preceptory in existence, and also an English Provin-
cial Grand Master for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, the Hon. Alex.

Keith, of Halifax, it will be necessary for me to inquire further into the

matter of the application before taking action.

" It is with regret that I have to inform you the ' King Baldwin ' En-
campment of Belleville, has been struck off the roll, and the ' Geoffrey

de St. Aldemar,' of Toronto, held in abeyance, both having for some time

ceased to assemble or furnish returns to Grand Conclave. The Furniture,

Warrant and Records of the former were totally destroyed by fire, that uf

the latter partially so—fortunately the Records and Warrant being pre-

served, and exertions are now making for its revival.

" I have great pleasure in announcing that, at my recommendation,
the following Fratres have been honored by the Grand Master with Past

Rank in Grand Conclave, viz. : Frater John C. Franck, Provincial Grand
Prior, to be a Past Grand Prior, and Frater Thomas Bird Harris, Past

Provincial Deputy Commander and Provincial Grand Chancellor, to be a

Past Grand Sub-Prior ; Frater Thomas McCracken, Provincial Grand 1st

Captain, to be a Past Grand Sub-Prior, Frater Charles Davis Macdonnell,
Provincial Grand Prior and Past Grand Chancellor, to be a Past Grand
Sub-Prior, Frater Samuel Deadman Fowler, Past Provincial Deputy Cum-
mander, to be a Past Grand Sub-Prior ; Fratres James Hill Riowan aud
William B. Simpson to be Past Grand Captains.

" I last year stated that it was probable the Ancient and Accepted Rite
33° would be introduced into Canada by me. Since then I have been in

communication with the Secretary of the Grand Council, 33°, for England
and Wales, who claim jurisdiction over all the Dependencies of the British

Crown, and having been honored by being elected an active member of

the Supreme Grand Council, and appointed their representative for the

Dominion, I have already acted upon n*y authority and formed a Grand
Consistory 32nd'' at Hamilton, and a ' Rose Croix ' Chapter, as also a

Chapter of 'Rose Croix' at London, Ont., and shortly purpose issuing

a WHrrant for one in this city. The Degree of the ' Rose Croix,'' or IStlt

and ^ Kadosh,' or 30th, of Ancient and Accepted Rite, existed in England
from a very early period, and before the establishment of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite for that country. All Templar Encampments prior to 1851

were qualified to give these degrees. The object in both is the same ; the

Templar confining itself more to facts, while the ' Rose Croix ' displays

more of the allegory, hence the latter has afforded a better opportunity of

interweaving the symbols of Craft Masonry with the emblems of the

Christian faith. Old Masons in England are of opinion that these degrees

shordd never have been separated, both having an early Christian char-

acter. The symbolic teaching of the ' Rose Croix ' is consistent with the

Christian faith. That of the ' Kadosh ' is connected with the history of

the persecution and suppression of the Templars, and is considered the

true Masonic degree of the Temple. I may add to these remarks that a

Mason travelling on the Continent of Europe, unless in possession of the

* Rose Croixt' is held of but little account.
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In January of this year a petition was sent in from Mont-
real for a dispensation for an Encampment, to l)o known as the

MiicLeod Moore, to meet on the third Tuesday of each month.
The petitioners were : John Boyes, Colin Mackenzie, G. E.

Lfcky, C, E. Coker-King, Geo. Arkle, Wm. Muir and Jno. K.

Brown, with Jno. C. Franck for Eminent Commander, and
Colin Mackenzie and John K. Brown as Captains commanding
columns.

This Preceptory never came into existence for reasons un-
known.

THE SEAL OF GRAND PRIORY.

The following accurate description of the Seal of Grand
Priory will be examined with interest :

—

The new Seal approved by the Grand Council, consequent on the

formation of the Grand Priory for the Dominion of Canada, A. D. 1868,

of the United Orders of the Temple and HoBpital of St. John of Jerusa-
lem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, is a Shield coucho from the Helpiet of

a Knight, bearing quarterly, 1st and 4th, " The Red Cross uf the Tem-
plar;" 2nd, " Sable a Maltese Cross Argent ;" 3rd, "The Arms of the
Order of St. John," viz., "Gulesa Plain Cross Argent," and on an Escut-
cheon of Pretence, the Family Arms of the Grand Prior, Col. W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, " Argent " on a fesse "Sable" three Mullets pierced
" Or " between as many Moor Cocks " Proptr."
Behitid the Shield.—A Red Cross Pat^s (arms projecting), with a

Sword and Abacous in Saltiere.

On a Scroll above the Helmet.—The initials V. D. 8. A.—"Vent Dieu
Saint Amour."
Beneath the Shield.—" Pro Deo et Patria," with the year of the

Order, 760.

Round the whole the legend—

|igirr. {{lai^n, 0rel, ^empfi et |anct.

Soannis I^ierosol* in (^anadarum.

S ;;i
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CHAPTER XVII.

Thb Se('ond Annual Assembly of thb Oeand Priory op thr Dominion
—Steady Advan<!E ok the Order—Additions to the Koli.—
CoLMNOWOOD AND URILLIA llEl'KEHENTEy

—

TuB JEWELS OF "HuGH
DE PaYENS.' "

1 ll|.

,
FIE incentive to give increased vitality to the cause

of Teraplarisin increased as Grand Priory, in its

practically independent form, grew in years.

The Second Annual Assembly of the Grand
Priory of the Dominion was held at the Masonic

all, Kingston, on Wednesday, the 11th day of August,

1809, V.E. Frater Samuel D. Fowler, Past Provincial

Deputy Commander and Prior, presiding.

The following representatives from Encampments were pre-

sent, the last, it will be observed, being an addition to the roll.

" HUGH UE PAYENS," KINGSTON.

Fratres Howard E. Swales, Em. Commander; John Kerr,

1st Captain ; Samuel D. Fowler, Past Em. Commander; A. S.

Kirkpatrick, E. H. Parker, R. Town, R. B. Phillips, John Mc-
Coulley^ John Breden, jun., Thomas Graham.

" WILLIAM DE LA MORE THE MARTYR" ENCAMPMENT, OTTAWA.

Frater Michael J. May.

" GEOFFHKV DE ST. ALDEMAR" ENCAMPMENT, TORONTO.

Fratres James K. Kerr, 2nd Captain ; S. B. Fairbanks.

"GODFRKY DE BOUILLON " ENCAMPMENT, HAMILTON.

V.E. Fratres Thomas Bird Harris, Em. Commander ; Thns.

McCraken, John W. Murton, J. Conway Brown, J. K. Kerr.

" RICHARD COEUR DE LION " ENCAMPMENT, LONDON.

E. Fratres Thomj^son Wilson, Em. Commander ; Thos. F.

McMulkn, Past 2nd Cnptain.
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" KINO BALDWIN EXCAMI'MKNT," BELLEVILLE.

K. Frator L. H. Henderson, Em. Commander.

" RICHARD COEUK DE LION " ENCAMPMENT, MONTREAL.

K. Fratres A. A. Stevenson, Em. Commander; Thos. Milton.

" I'LANTAUENET " KNCAMPMENT, ST. CATHARINES.

K. Fratrcs Jame.s Seymour, Past Em. Commander ; Alex-

Servos.

"SUSSEX" KNCAMPMKNT, STANSTEAD. ,

Frator J. H. Graham, 1st Captain.

" HURONTAIUO" ENCAMPMENT, COLLINGWOOD.

K. Frater Henry Robertson, Em. Commander; and Frater

Robt. Ramsay.

The matter of the indebtedness to " Hugh de Piiyens" En-
campment, on account of jewels used by the Provincial (irand

Conclave, and which a committee was appointed to investi^'ate

in I8(i5, was decided at this Assembly by a resolution author-

izing the payment of forty-four dollars in full of all claims.

The Grand Chancellor was also authorized to have the proceed-

ings of the Conclave from its organization printed, the amount
of copies to be left to his own di.scretion.

In this year the "Hurontario" Encampment, CoUingwood,
was instituted, and its warrant, dated lOth April, 1809, issued.

The location of the Encampment ha.s since been changed to

Ouelph, and its name altered to " Victoria." The original

petitioners for the charter were Henry Robertson, Michael
Chas. Cameron, M. Henry Spencer, T. B. Harris, Wm. Reid, Wm.
Edgar, Alfred Barker and Robt. Ramsay.
Mt. Calvary Encampment at Orillia petitioned on November

17th, 1869, for a warrant. The petitioners were Robt Ramsay,
M. H. Spencer, J. K. Kerr, who were nominated as first otticers,

anrl Jno. F. La«h, Jno. Ardagh, 0. D. Macdonnell and H. E.

Swales. This Encampment is now located at Barrie.

Agreeably to the decision arrived at at an earlier stage of

the proceedings, the Eminent Commander of " Hugh-de-Payens"
Encampment before adjournment, handed over to the custody
of the Grand Priory the collars and jewels hitherto in his

keeping.
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The TniHi) Annt'al Asskmuly of Ohrat Pkiohv—A Lahof. Attia
DANCK OF FhATHKH A DlHriNdflHIIKO VlHITOH FHOM MlCHMAN-
An ExiiAiHTivK Addhkhh Vmrn Thf, Gheat I'hiou Kepletk with
Infohmatfon.

9^ HE Ancient City, as Quebec is familiarly known,
greeted the Fratres, when, on Wednesday, the 10th

,^^^ <iay of Augnnt, 1870, the Dominion Grand Priory

'^l^if met for the third time. There were twelve net ivf
-'-'**^ Encam|)ments under its banner, eleven of which

were represented at that Assembly, viz. :
—

" Huffh-«lo-

Payens," Kingston ;
" Geoffrey-de St. Aldeniar, 'I'oi-

(mto ;
" William-de-la-More the Martyr," Ottawa

;

" Godfrey de Bouillon," Hamilton; " King Baldwin," Belleville;

" Plantagenet," St. Catharines ;
" Richard C(our-de-Lion,

"

Montreal ;
" Sussex," Stanstead ;

" Hurontario," CoUingwocjd,
" Mount Calvary," Orillia ; and " Moore," Peterboro', the two

latter being new Encampments, for which warrants had bjtn

issued since the previous Annual Assembly. The V. E. the

Grand Prior, who was prevented by severe illness, from being

present at the last gathering in Kingston, presided ; and among
those who were present and took part in the deliberations were

Fratres T. Douglas Harington, Deputy Grand Prior and Com-
mander; James Seymour, Provincial Grand Sub- Prior; A. A.

Stevenson, Henry Robertson, Thomas B. Harris, Thomas
White, Jr, C. D. Macdonnell, J. H. Graham, George EnEarl,

F. M. Sowdon, James K. Kerr, A. S. Kirkpatrick, D. McLellan,

William Peid, H. W. Day, Thomas Milton, H. E. Swales, E. R.

Carpenter, F. J. Menet, A. J. Nuthall, L. H. Henderson, R.

Ramsay, he.

There was also present as a visitor, E. Frater D. Burnham
Tracy, Past Deputy Grand Commander, Michigan.

The Grand Prior's address, was, as usual, exhaustive and re-

plete with interest and information. After congratulating the

Grand Priory on the increasing prosperity and advancement of

the Order, he said :

—
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Siiu'o I loHt hiul tli(> |)U>tumrt< of H(l(lr(>HHing you, a iiiiHUiulor8tnn«liDg

iistii jiiriHiliftioii took pliu't', which Iwl to a rather Iviigthy ami vexatious

(•urr(H|><iiuleuoe l)etw«>«ii tlie (Iraiid Chancellor of the Orand Couclavo

iiiiil iiiVHelf, in fouBe(iueuce of tny having grantetl a I'rovifiional Warrant

tcMipcii an Encampment at St. John, New HnuiHwick. The authorities

in KiiKlini'lt acting under a protent from the (Chapter (ilenoral of the

Tt'iHple in Scotland, on a plea that I had intrudinl on their territory,

tlictc being a Scottish Encampment efltahlished at St. John, au«l also

(liiil I hail encroached on the jurisdiction of the Provincial Oraud Com-
mimdiT for Nova S<.!otia, the lion. Alex. Keith. Now, it a|>|)earH, that

wlit'U applicaticm was nutde to (Irand Comuuinder Keith, by Eratres do-

HiroiiH of opening an Encampment in St. John, luider the (Irand Con-

cliivt' of England, he declined doing ho, not consi \*ring New Bninswiok

iinilt'f his control, and it waH not until after duo consideration and being

gtroiiglv urgeil by the ])etitionerB, that I consented to issue a dispensa-

tion. This controversy^ t(<rminated so far satisfactorily, that the Chapter

(tcniMiil of Sc«)tland did not further assert their claim to St. John, New
BnuiHwick, and the Grand Conclave of England authorized Provincial

(hand ('ommander Keith to issue another Provisional Warrant to open

the " Union de Molay," which has since been confirmed, and this Encamp-
aii'iit is now in a highly flourishing and prosi)erous condition, mainly

tliioiigh tlio oxertiouB of their first Eminent Commander Frater Kobert

MarHhall.
" I regret exceedingly that any misnuderstanding of this kind should have

cx'cnrrod, as it was far from my wish or intention to interfere with the

jurisilictiim of Grand ('ommander Keith ; indeed it was so stipulated when
niv iKiti'iit as Grand Prior of the Dominion was made out, but as the

niiHlako did not arise until me, Grand Commander Keith, being tinuwurv

Low far his authority extended; neither is it clear to me that the anthori-

tii'H ill England were much better informed, the summary annulling of

niv Pronsional Warrant, was, to say the least of it, an extreme measure,

tuv anthority as Grand Prior extending over the whole Dominion, the

Chapter General of Scotland having no right to claim exclusive jurisdic-

tion over any part of it.

" I am gratified in announcing that the ' Geoffrey de St. Aldemar

'

Eucainpmeut, of Toronto, so long dormant, has been again revived under

the most favorable auspices, by its former talented Commander, Frater S.

B. llarmau, and promises to hold its old place, second to none iu the

Duu\iuion."

The Grand Prior made special reference to an evil that it is

feared has not, even with the lapse of years and the reiteration

of good counsel, entirely died out. He said :

—

" I would beg to draw the attention of the Order generally to what I

fear is a great obstacle to its future prosperity and utility, namely :
—

' The
waut of sufficient care and circumspection in the selection of Candidates.'

Cumnianders are in general too anxious to increase their numbers, and
too hasty in admitting applicants before fully examining into their char-

acter and qnalifications. Our Order must stand or fall by the character

of its members; founded as it is on the Christian religion, it ought to

exert a corresponding influence. Bear in mind that a candidate once ad-
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William Hubbard, in correspondence with me, recommended strongly its

adoption by us, and the issuing; of the necessary authority by me to pri-

vate Encampments. I have therefore on special occasions when applied

to, granted Dispensations to form Councils of the Degree iu connection with

the Templar Warrants. It may not be out of place here to mention, that

this lied Cross has no affinity whatever to the Order of the Red Cross of

Rome and Constantine lately revived in England, which ispurely Christian.

Its revival gave rise of late to much controversy, as to its authenticity and
connection with Freemasonry, but this has been fully and satisfactorily

proved, and the Order is now flourishing under the rule of the Grand Sov-

ereign, the Right Honorable Lord Kenlis, who has been pleased to author-

ize its introduction into Canada, and appoint me as his representative,
" Chief Intendant or Inspector General " of the Dominion. The Scottish

Templar Encampments have always exercised the power of giving the
Novitiate Cross of Constantine. In England it appears to have been incor-

porated with Freemasonry, heme conferred on Master Masons about the

middle of the last century, and There is no question that it has equal claims

with the Masonic Templars and Knights of Malta, to be classed among
the Orders of Chivalry, recognized by the articles of Union of the Grand
Lodge of England in 1813, all of these orders in their Christian teaching,

blending naturally and harmoniously together. It is well known that the
old Orders of Knighthood, during the last century, were much prized in

the higher degrees of Freemasonry, which induced not only the formation
of many Masonic degrees quite unknown, excepting to Masons, but also

the attributing Masonic secrets and ceremonies to Military Orders, of

which those who originated them never dreamt. Amongst these, in the
" Red Cross of Rome and Constantine " the true, but totally unmasonic
order, being a State Order of the Byzantium Empire.

THE APRON OBJECTED TO.

The question of wearing the apron or surcoat in Encampments was lately

referred to me. The present reguiation in England leaves it optional, but
in my opinion the apron, the clothing of " care and toil," should be en-
tirely laid aside ; the white surcoat, which was anciently worn over the
armour of the Knights, is the most appropriate. Its color represents a
pure life, and the red cross patee the emblem of our faith and Order. It

may not be uninteresting to kno.w the old heraldic explanation of this

cross, which derives its name patee from the Latin word patulus, ipiplying

spread or open, and has its extreme ending broad ; it has also allusion to

the opening wings of a bird who covers her young, and thus protects them
from injury ; it also represents the opening virtues of the Christian soldier

who has shielded the weak and innocent from oppression and. wrong. It

has been argued that the adoption of the anron points to our dependence
on " Freemasonry," but, as an organization, the Templar Order is entirely

independent of Masonry, although we can only claim, by adoption, to

represent the ancient Order of Knighthood, and whatever enthusiastic

writers may assert, it never could have any connection with Speculative
Masonry, a comparatively modern institution. Our Constitutions only
require that candidates be Royal Arch Masons (in England the climax of

the craft degrees), such association with the Masonic Fraternity insuring,
as far as possible, well-known and eligible members, and the best and
surest means of testing the character of men and their moral fitness to
become members of the Exalted and Christian Order of the Temple.

I beg now to draw your attention to a subject which requires to be care-

fully weighed and considered before any hasty or rash action is determined
on. I allude to the strong feeling which I am given to understand is
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entertained by many of the Canadian Templars of forming an independ-

ent body and separating from the parent stock. I am aware that the

annulling of my Dispensation to the '
' Union de Molay " Encampment

gave rise to considerable dissatisfaction, as tending to lower the authority

of your chief oAicer, but I look upon this affair as a misunderstanding
throughout. That the requirements of Canadian Templars, and indeed

others of the higher Afasonic Orders, is not fully understood in England,

I feel certain.

To insure, therefore, their success in the Dominion, it is necessary that

modifications be made in the Statutes and rlules, as ref^ards Canada, both

in respect to fees and qualifications for admission of candidates. The
late announcement by the Grand Vice-Chancellor, of increasing the fees

henceforth payable by Encampments to the funds of the Grand Conclave,

is regarded as an unnecessary tax adopted without consulting the wishes

or interests of Canadian Templars, a body now firmly established and daily

increasing in numbers and importance, wj|ose rapid growth has not been

sufficiently considered by the parent Order. Before any decisive step is

taken, let me beg of you to ponder well the consequences, and the advisa-

bility of drawing up a statement to be laid before the Grand Master and

Grand Conclave of England, of such requirements as it may be considered

necessary to insure the future prosperity of the Canadian branch of the

Order, If this course is pursued in a proper and respectful manner, as

beconiOB a subordinate body addressing their supreme governing power, 1

feel satisfied that every concession consistent with the dignity of the Su-

preme Grand Conclave will be granted.

Individually, I most distinctly disapprove of any attempt at separation,

and cannot in any way lend myself to the movement ; in my opinion the

very prestige of the Order in Canada would be lost. The Grand Con-

clave of England has lately entered into a convention with the ruling

powers of the Templars in Scotland and Ireland, and are now engaged in

drawing up such rules and regulations, and carefully revising the Ritual,

as will insure uniformity-conformity as much as modern changes will ad-

mit to ancient usage and custom. With such views, etc., taking into

account that the early Templars, who were derived from almost all the

nations of Europe, had but one Grand Master, one governing head, and

although, excepting by adoption, we claim no such antiquity, yet by

analogy we should endeavor to follow the ancient statute.

Our vows of allegiance to the Grand Conclave, our feelings of loyalty to

the British Crown —and whern is it more strongly developed than in

Canada—and honored as ou. ~der now is, by numbering amongst its

members in England the Heir to the Throne, His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales, surely ought to cement more closely our adherance to

the Supreme Grand Conclave of England. I cannot see what end is to

be gained by separation, excepting to those ambitious of empty titles and

the glittering paraphernalia of office. If no higher ground is taken than

that of expediency, surely it would be unwise to sever a connection which,

while it continues, reflects the highest honor on all its members, and en-

titles us to the fullest participation in the benefits of the exertions now

making in England to place the Order on its proudest and most perfect

basis. I am well informed that amongst many of our Fratres of the

United States, uniformity of ritual and regulations, as contemplated in

England, is under consideration ; when, therefore, we see our neighborini;

Fratres looking to the mother country in the matter, why should we seek

but an imaginary gain by forming an independent body in Canada, which

would only hold a very second-class position in the eyes of the Templar
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world. I shall therefore request that a committee be formed of Com-
manders and Past-Commanders to take into consideration and to deliber-

ate upon such questions and proposals as may be thought expedient for

the future well-being and interest of the Canadian Order. I myself will

propuse, " That the Templars in the Dominion be empowered to elect

me of their number, duly qualified, every three years, to hold office as

the governing head of the Canadian branch." Thus, by my retirement,

allowins; all Canadian Templars to participate in and aspire to the highest

office, knowing that there are many amongst you equally zealous and
competent to fill the high position I have had the honor to hold for so

many years, and my object will be gained of promoting in every way
the advancement and interests of the Order in Canada. It is with feel-

ings of pride that I look back to having been the first to introduce, in a

constitutional manner, this Christian Order into Canada some sixteen

years ago. I say, advisedly, " first introduced," for although forty years

ago, an Encampment held for s«me little time a languid existence in the

city of Kingston, attached to the St. John's Lodge and Ancient Frontenac
Royal Arch Chapter, it was not placed under any of the governing

Templar bodies, being formed by the self-constituted authority of the

Superintendent of Royal Arch Masonry for Canada West.
In the far-famed Island of Malta I was also the first to introduce

Templar Masonry, having, in 1849, when stationed there with my regi-

ment, established the " Melita " Encampment, and in the following year

obtained a warrant of confirmation from the Supreme Grand Conclave of

England. This Encampment has enrolled amongst its members many of

our military and naval Fratres, one of whom I may mention as a dis-

tinguished Brother of the "Ancient and Accepted Rite," Captain N. G.

Philips, Grand Treasurer-General of the Supreme Grand Council 330 for

England.

In the year 1852 I personally received at Grand Conclave, from th e

late venerated Grand Master, Colonel Kemys K. Tynte, the office of

Second Grand Captain, and am now, with the exception of the Deputy
Grand Master, who is also a Provincial Grand Commander, the Senior
Grand Commander under the authority of the Supreme Grand Conclave
of England and Wales, and dependencies of the British dominions.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Another Gap in the Banks—Death of an Active Frater—The Two
" KicHARDs "

—

Grand Priory Meets in Hamilton—The Fourth
Annual Assembly—Address of the Grand Prior.

T.^; N THE year 1871, Grand Priory was bereft of one
'^

(|
of its most active and zealous workers, whose deatli

left a gap in the ranks of Masonry and Temj)lar-

ism which for a longtime was sadly apparent, and
whose name will ever find an honored place in the

records of the Craft in Canada. Samuel Deadman
Fowler was one of that pioneer band whose labor of

love made the way easy for the Mason of later days.

As a Templar he was equally assiduous.. His counsel wa.s as

freely tendered as it was valuable, and in passing to his rest,

there was left none to assume his mantle.

It cannot be said that the Order during the period intei-

vening between the meetings of Grand Priory progressed to

any satisfactory extent ; neither is it recorded that there was
a perceptible falling off in membership. One Encampment,
" Richard Cocur de Lion," of London, suffered from internal

dissension, which culminated in the suspension of the Warrant,
but its namesake in the East, which had been dormant for a

season, was aroused from its lethargy in or about the same
time, and "Richard Camr de Lion" of Montreal again took its

place among the active Encampments. An addition to the roll,

too, was that of " Harington " Encampment, of Trenton, which
was inaugurated auspiciously in April, under the command of

Eminent Frater Dr. H. W. Day.
The city of Hamilton was selected as the meeting-place fjr

the fourth annual Assembly of the Grand Priory, and on the

afternoon of the 10th August, 1871, the Grand Prior, Colonel

MacLeod Moore, called the Fratres to order in the Masonic

Temple in that city. There were present, Fratres T. Douglas

Harington, C. D. Macdonnell, J. K. Kerr, Robert Ramsay, Rev.

V. Clementi, Henry Robertson, Augustus T. Houel, Thomas B.
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Ilanis, Chas. Magill, A. J. Nuthall, H. W. Day, William Reid,

E M. Copeland, George En-Earl, Eber C. Flint, Hugh A. Mc-

Kay, Thos. Milton, Peter J. Brown, David McLellan, David

Cuitis, C Schoniberg Elliott, (J. W. Smith, George Groves, W.
W. Summers, J. W. Murton, John Kennedy, Edson Kemp, Jaa.

Seymour, J. O'Donnell, T. H. Tebbs, N. G. Bigelow, H. VV.

Delaney.

In the opening passages of his annual address, tho Grand
Prior, as was, and is, his custom, paid his meed of respect to

those Knights who, in obedience to the dread summons, had
laid down their arms for ever. He said :

One old, familiar face we miss, never again to appear amongst us, and
have to mourn the Joss of a truly Christian Knii»ht, a worthy, upright and
zealous brother of our Order, who has been lately summoned to appear
before the Great Tribunal, where, we trust, he is now reaping the reward
promised to those who, while on earth, faithfully performed their duties

as soldiers of the cross. Eminent Sir Knight Samuel Deadman Fowler
has passed to his rest. The valuable service he rendered to the Order and
the Craft generally in Canada, I have a melancholy pleasure in bearing

testimony to. Our late eminent Frater was one of the first candidates

that I installed in Canada on the establishment of the Order and forma-
tion of the Hugh de Payens' Encampment, at Kingston, in 1854, and on
the organization of this Provincial (jrand Conclave, I selected him as the

first Provincial Grand Chancellor and Rof^istrar ; these offices he filled for

several years, materially aiding and assisting me, and to his zeal and efK<

ciency 1 attribute much of the success which has been attained in placing

the Order on its [)resent firm and constitutional basis in the Dominion.
He also held the rank of a Deputy Grand Commander, and that of a Past
Grand Officer of the Grand Conclave in England and Wales. With sin-

cere regret I record the loss sustained by this Grand Priory and the Order
in Canada, of so illustrious a Frater.

The Dominion Grand Chancellor will be pleased to direct that the offi-

cers of Grand Priory wear the usual mourning for three months, for their

late lamenticd Past Deputy Grand Commander, and a memorial record be
added toL-iheir proceedings, with such other tribute to the memory as

(Irand Ptiory may deem proper to adopt.
At our last annual Assembly I directed a committee to be formed for

tho purpose of ascertaining what were the actual requirements of the Order
in Canada, that proper measures might be adopted to meet either the
grievances complained of by some members, or point out such changes as

would add to the prosperity of the Canadian branch of the Temple.
I have not as yet been furnished with this report, and cannot therefore

enter into any further explanation of my views expressed last year, or de-

termine what course I shall pursue, until I know what the Fratres '"'" 'Li

jurisdiction have to bring forward.
My own feelings continue loyal to the supreme governing auti •• i.y iiv

England ; and be assured the Order of the Temple under Engli»n tu!-.
^

buth in its government and ritualism, is far superior to any fancied ad\ aii-

tages the love of change might lead those who have not thoroughly inves-
tigated the matter, to expect. The inconsistencies that appear in other
systems should be a warning to avoid invading the purity of our own.
The unfortunate differences which have sprung up in Canada by a sep-

n
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aration of the Craft Lodges of the Province of Quebec from the Grand
Lodge of Canada is much to be deplored, and I regret to say has given

rise to feelings quite foreign to the principles of Freemasonry.
In this matter, as far as relates to the Order of the Temple, I have nut

permitted any interference whatever. I had no oihcial communication on

the subject, and even if such had been the case, I would not have felt

myself justified in refusing admittance to any candidate Iluyal Arch Mason
in good standing, no matter what jurisdiction he belonged to, or fail t(j

recognize any Knight Templar because he preferred being a member of

one ( I rand Lodge more than another. The Statutes of the Temple provide

only that its ranks be filled by Freemasons who have attained the grade of

the Il'>yal Arch, which is in England the climax of the third degree ; fur-

ther than this, no other connection exists between the Masonic body and
the Temple Order.

Our English Templar system is but a revival of the chivalric order at-

taching itself during the last century to the Masonic fraternity, with which
it still continues to be allied.

It hb= been lately strongly advocated by a section of the Masonic press,

that a system of rites be established, making it compulsory to obtain sev-

eral degrees in rotation before receiving that of the Temple, and that

the Degree called " Boyal and Select Masters," lately introduced intu

Canada, be preliminary to the Temple. While I myself and many of my
Grand OfKcersare members of these rites, and uphold their principles, for

me to assent to such a proceeding would be a direct violation of the stat-

utes of, and renunciation of my allegiance to, the Grand Conclave uf

England.
You are all aware that I obtained, some year ago, authority to commu-

nicate the Degree of the United States " Red Cross," or '* Babylonish
Pass," to Canadian Templars, for the purpose of preventing any ditHculty

in visiting the United States Encampments, where this Degree is a Pass tu

their Temple system, but is not compulsory with us, nor do I think it

would be of any advantage to graft it on our purely Christian Order. This

Degree is now in Canada, placed under control of, and given in, Councils

of Royal and Select Masters.

The revival lately of several obsolete Degrees and Orders in England
has, unfortunately, given rise to much controversy and unpleasant corres-

pondence, and it is greatly to be regretted that the pure system of English

Freemasonry should be disturbed by so many Grand Bodies springing up

and wishing to imitate what are really incongruities in the American
system.

With reference to the Order called the " Red Cross of Constantine,"

there appears to be some misunderstanding, probably from a similarity uf

namies and titles with other Orders and Degrees. From my knowledge of

most of them, I can state that the Constantine Order (founded on the

legend of the vision of Constantine the Great) is purely Christian, and

that the first grade, or " Novitiate Cross," is the same as that long estab-

lished under the control of the Scottish Knight Templar Encampment ; the

second and third grades, namely, those of " "Viceroy" and " Sovereign,"

are the installation ceremonies of the two principal officers, added at the

revival and revision of the ritual in England. I can find nothing objec-

tionable, or that it interferes in any way with other existing Orders and

Degrees.
It is with much pain that I have to announce to Giand Priory that I

was under the necessity of suspending the Warrant of the " Richard Ca'ur

de Lion " Encampment, of London, Province of Ontario. For upwards of

twelve months a paity feeling had sprung up in the Encampment, quite
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at variance with the teachiniiB and principles of the Order ; disputes and
recriminations took place, relatin<; principally to the election of an Kmi-
nent Commander. On carefully investij^ating the matter, I considered it

my duty to suspend the Warrant and close the Encampment. The Past

Kminent Commander at once complied with the demand to surrender the
Warrant to the Dominion Grand Chancellor, stating that the Ket^istrar of

the Enc\mpment, Frater Thomas F. McMuUen, who was the Eminent
Cotnmandor elect, and with whom and the other othcera the disagreement
ori'^inated, refused to deliver up the minute and cash books. I directed

th); (irand Chancellor to apply to him direct. This application, although
sntliiuent time had been allowed, was not attended to, when I causei
another to be made, pointing out the great impropriety of his conduct,
and that,it rendered him liable to the penalty of suspension. This Frater,

persisting in his contumacious conduct, violating his vows to the Order
and the duty he owed to his superiors, I have suspended from all the
privileges of a Knight Templar, and reported the circumstance to the Su-
preme Grand Conclave of England. It has been a source of ureat regret

to me to be called upon thus to exercise my authority, being the tint case

of direct insubordination to constituted authority which has come to my
knowledge since the introduction of the Orders into Canada under Eng-
lish rule.

1 must again draw the attention of Eminent Commanders to the neces-

sity of greater care being observed in the admittance of candidates to our
ranks ; they are bound b^ their terms of office to attend to this point.

Siitlicient care has not at all times been observed, and there has been
great laxity as regards the social position and recjuirements of persons ad-

mitted. There exists no desire or intention to make the Order an exclu-

sive or conservative club, but neither is it right to admit as members those

whose social position unfit them as associates in private life. The Order
of the Temple is not strictly a Masonic society, and it never was intended
that, for the sake of attaining coveted high-sounding Masonic rank, many
otherwise worthy Masons should be taken out of their own spheres, and
often to the prejudice of their private avocations, brought forward to fill

ottices in the Order of the Temple. The Grand Conclave in England has
already animadverted on the admission of members who, by the returns

received from Encampments, were shown not to be persons eligible for

admission.

Piige 37 of the Statutes clearly define that no one shall be installed a
Kni<,rht Templar unless previously balloted for in open Encampment, and
that his name, place of abode, profession, avocation, etc., etc., shall have
been inserted in the summons for the meeting at which it is proposed to

take the ballot. It is, therefore, the bounden duty of all members to at-

tend such summons, and should an objectionable candidate be proposed,
the remedy is in their own hands, and I am sure I have only to request
that every possible care and prec^iution be taken in ascertaining thestand«
in^, position and eligibility of all candidates for installation.

The Supreme Grand Master, at my recommendation, has been pleased
to wrant patents to Eminent Sir Knights Robert Ramsay, the Rev. Vin-
cent dementi, and .Tames Kirkpatrick Kerr, of this Grand Priory, to hold
rank in the Grand Conclave of England as P^ist Grand Captains.

It is truly gratifying to record a continuance of the most fraternal inter-

course with our American confreres. An exchange of representatives be-

tween the Grand Encampment of the State of Ohio and this Grand Priory
has been effectei this year. Right Eminent Sir Knight B. D. Bibcock is

be our representative at the Grand Encampment of Ohio, and I have
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nominated Eminent Sir Knight Robert llamaay to be their repreeentalive

at this Grand Priory.

The General Grand Encami ment of the United States having announced
its intention of holding its triennial assembly in September next, at

Baltimore, I purpose nominating a committee to represent this Grand
Priory, and offer to the Right Eminent the General Grand Master and
assembled Knights Templars of the United States our fraternal and

Knightly regards and good wishes for their continued prosperity, trusting

that Unity, Peace and lirotherly Love uiay ever exist between us as mem-
bers of the same great Christian Order.

A new Encampment and Pricjry has been added to our roll since last

year, the Supreme Grand Masttr having on the 14th April, 1871, granted

a Warrant to open the " Haiington" Eucampment, in the town of Tren-

ton, Ontario, under Eminent Commander Dr. H. W. Day.
In Montreal, a revival of the "Richard C<our de Lion " Encampment

has taken place, having granted a Dinpensation for the installation of the

Eminent Commander elect, Sir Knight E. M. Copeland, who had not pre-

viously served his year of office in the required grades.

The Grand Chancellor's statement showed that in this year

there had been received in fees and dues from the Encamp-
ments S357.68, while the amounts forwarded to England, loss

some 825 for necessary expenses, nmounted to $174.59. The

balance on hand was $3G9.07.

Eminent Frater Robert Ramsay presented his credentials at

this Assembly, as representative of the Giand < ommandery of

the State of Ohio, and was duly acknowledged as such.

As a recognition of the services of Eminent Frater T. B,

Ilairis as Grand Chancellor for three yeais, it was resolved to

grant him $100 from the funds of Grand Priory.

The rank of Past Provincial Deputy Grand Commander was

conferred by the Grand IVior upon Eminent Frater James
Seymour, a Past Provincial Grand Prior, and then Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Prior to the appointment of officers for the ensuing year, the

Grand Prior nominated the following to represent the Grand
Priory at the Triennial Assembly of the General Grand Cora-

mandery of the United States, at Baltimore, in the following

September : Eminent Fratres Chas. D. Macdonnell, Thos. B,

Harris, Robert Ramsay, J. K. Kerr, Henry Robertson, James

Seymour, and Rev. Vincent Clementi.

With the customary collection of alms, the session of 1871,

which may be said to have been uneventful, was brought to

a close.
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1871.

W. J. B. MacL. Moore

T. D. Harington

Thos. Bird Harris

Samuel B. Harman

A. A, Steveuson

Robert Marehall

John W. Murton

H. Robertson

. Rev. V. Clementi

W. W. Day

E. M. Copeland

Thos, Bin! Harris

C. S. Elliott

C. Magill

L. H. Henderson

W. R. Harris

E. R. Carpenter

Eber. C. Flint

N. D. Wyman

M. Crombie
,

D. Pitceathly

A. R. Boswell

I. H. Stearns

H. W. Delany

Jas. F. Dennistoun

W, W. Wait

C. Ostrander

R, Taylor

John Kennedy

John Dixon

1S72.

W. J. B. Macli. Moore.

Samuel B. Harman.

Thos. Bird Harris.

James K. Kerr.

A. A. Stevenson.

Robert MarHliall.

John W. Murton.

E. M. Copeland.

Rev. V, Clementi.

L. H. Henderson.

Dr. Kincaid.

Thos. Bird Harris.

Hugh A. Mackay.

John J. Mason.

Thos. Bird Harris.

George H. Dartnell.

Augustus T. Houel.

N. (t. Bigelow.

David McLellan.

James Moore Irwin.

E. J. Siason.

A. G. Smyth. :

Donald Roso.

R. P. Stephens.

George C. Longley.

W. C. Morrison.

John Satchell.

Alfred Ellis.

Yeoman Gibson.

Edward Ball.
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CHAriKIl XX.

StKAI>Y A|)VAN»'K ok tub OllKKK— Fol'll NkW K.NfAMI'MKNTS Ahhkii—
ToKOMo Ukckivks tiik(Jka.M) I'ltioKY—Finn Annuai. Ahhkmiii.v—
The Gkanii Pkior's AinniKhH—TKMri.AK MAirKiis at Homk asu

Aukoaii.

HE period l)otwGon the Ajimial f,'atlici in«j in 1H71

and that of liS72 witnessod so deci'lcd an incroaso

jK(J .\ of vitality in the Order that it hrou^dit hojie and

&!'^4 comfort to those wlio, through evil report and <^ood

report, had for years patiently toi)( i for its success.

The aildition of four new Encampments, and the con-

se(juent accession of strength in memhership, was a
happy aufjury. A second Encampment in the City of Toronto
was re!jfar(ied as a signal of prosperity, and the resurrection of

the one at London, after twelve months' dormancy, emphasized
the conviction that a brighter era had dawned for Templarism.
The year otherwise was not marked by events calling for more
than passing mention. The enforced retirement through ill

lualth of that prince among Canadian Masons and Templars,

Eminent Frater Thos. D. Harington, from the office of Deputy
Grand Prior, was felt at the time to be an event of genuine
misfortune.

'J'ho Annual Assembly, the fifth of the Dominion Ghand
Prior.y, convened in the city of Toronto on the 15th of August,
LS72, with a gratifying attendance. The Grand Prior was
unavoidably absent, as was also his Deputy, and Very Em-
inent Frater, Samuel B.Harman, Grand Commander for Ontario,

assumed the throne. Among those present were Eminent
Fratres Harwood E. Swales, J. W. Murton, Henry Robertson,
W. B. Simpson, W. C. Morrison, E. M. Copeiaad. Thos. B.

Harris, Hugh A. MacKay, David Curtis, L. H. Henderson, E.

J. Sisson, A. G. Smyth, N. G. Bigelow, David McLellan, Mar-
oollus Crombie, John Satchell, A. J. Houel, Silas Hoover, R. P.

.Stoi>hens, Geo. H. Dartnell, Thos. Sargant, John Kennedy,
Donald Ross, James Seymour, John L. Dixon, and visiting

Frater D. B. Babcock, of Cleveland, O.
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The Grand Prior's address, which was read to the Assembly
by the Presiding Officer, Eminent Frater Harman, was a caio-

ful review of the condition of the Order at that time, and a

valuable record of the events that had transpired in his own
jurisdiction durinj^ the year that had passed. He said

:

Here, as Brethren engage I in one common cause, and having at heart

one object, we ought to strive by a mutual interchange o.
" •ernal feel-

ings, and harmonious action on all matters connected with the ^ rosperity

of our purely Christian Order, to make this and every annual Assembly
an opportunity for the renewal of Unity, Friendship, and Harmony.

It is with pleasure I can state that the Order of the Temple and Hospi-

tal in England was never in a more prosperous condition than at present,

and in every part of the wide extent of the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Grand Conclave, it is yearly increasing in numbers and influence. Since

the last meeting of the Grand Priory, four new Encampments have been
added to our roll in Canada, with one under Dispensation, all in the

Province of Ontario, the "Gondemar," at the village of Maitland,

where I had the pleasure of installing a most enthusiastic and well informed
Brother as Eminent Commander, Frater George C. Longley ; at Whitby,
the " St. John the Almoner," under Eminent Commander, Frater Georfje

Henry Frewen Dartnell ; and the "Palestine," of Port Hope, of which
Frater James M. Irwin is Eminent Commander. In Toronto, from the

representations made to me that there was suflicient scope in so large and
influential a city, I was induced to accede to a petition and recommend a

warrant being grsuited for a second Encampment, the "Odo de St.

Amand," having received the assurance of the Eminent Commander elect,

Frater Nelson Gordon Bigelow, that the relations between them and the

existing old Encampment, the " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar," would be of

the moat courteous and cordial character, and tend to the establishing of

a lasting friendship. The Deputy Provincial Grand Commander, V. E.,

Frater S. B . Harman, in his accustomed able and impressive manner per-

formed the beautiful ceremony of installation and consecration. All these

Encampments will now receive their warrants from the Dominion Grand
Chancellor.

In London, where I regretted last year having to report the arrest of

the warrant of the " Richard Cceur de Lion " Encampment, I have
granted a Dispensation to hold another Encampment, and the Eminent
Commander, Frater Alfred George Smyth, has been duly installed by the

Dep. Prov. Grand Commander, with every prospect of a successful and
harmonious result. I am glad to announce that Frater Thomas McMul-
len, who was suspended by me for contumacious conduct, has delivered to

the Grand Chancellor the Minute and Cash Books of the old Encamp-
ment, so very improperly retained by him ; and having expressed his

regret, and forwarded me a written apology requesting to be allowed to

retire from the Order in good standing, I have withdrawn the suspension,

with the understanding that he does not continue to be an active member
of the Order, in Canada.
The announcement that H. B. H. the Prince of Wales had honoured

the '
' Faith and Fidelity " Encampment of London, by being installed its

Eminent Commander, will be hailed with sincere pleasure by the whole
Templar body of England, and nowhere more enthusiastically than in

this Dominion. The deep anxiety and regret caused by the late protracted

and dar"«rous illness of His Royal Highness, and the subsequent rejoic-

ings at 111:, r 'lovery, called forth from the hearts of all classes of Her
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Majesty's subjects, feelings of the most intense loyalty to the throne, and
devotion to himself ; and may we thus ever, whether in prosperity or

adversity, prove loyal to our vows and professions as Templars. With
the Heralds then, who lately proclaimed His Royal Highness Eminent
Commander of the " Faith and Fidelity Encampment," let us, too,

heixrtily exclaim :
—"Long life, honour, and prosperity, to His Royal

Highness Albert Edward, 1'rince of Wales, Eminent Commander of

the Temple and Hospital," and may God prosper and bless our illustrious

and Royal Brother.

The relations between ourselves and the sister Encampments of the

United States, I am happy to say, continue to be of the most cordial and
fraternal nature. The Encampment from Portland (Maine) paid a visit

to Montreal in the month of June, and the Eminent Commander, with

some twenty-four of his Knights, honoured me with a visit at the Camp
at Laprairie. I only regret that my time was so occupied with the duties

of the military camp as to prevent my visiting them in Montreal, and
assisting to pay them, with the Montreal Encampment, that attention I

should have felt it a pleasure to offer.

At our last meeting of Grand Priory I made some appointments of

Representatives at State Grand Commanderies in the United States, my
object being to promote a closer and more intimate feeling of friendship

between the members of the sister jurisdictions and our own. It appears,

however, that the General Grand Encampment of the United States,

claiming absolute and exclusive power over Foreign relations, does not
allow the same to be exercised by their State Grand Commanderies, and
issue* an edict to that effect, and restricting this interchange of represen-

tatives. Regretting that I should in any way trespass upon the privileges

of the General Grand Encampment of the United States, I have directed

the Grand Chancellor to notify the Fratres to whom rank in the Grand
Priory was thus accorded, that we hope, if it does not interfere with their

allegiance, that they will consider themselves still Honorary Members of

this Grand Priory.

With regard to myself and the Grand Officers appointed Canadian Re-
presentatives of these State Commanderies, as a matter of course our
functions and duties as such n>ust cease.

The visits of Encampments from the United States to Canada has given
rise to a wish on the part of several of our Fratres for a change of costume
to admit of their taking part in processions and Masonic demonstrations.
For my own part I cannot agree with the necessity of this change. The
Order of the Temple, as now constituted, was never intended for the public
gaze, or street display, and the modern innovations of a military uniform
and drill so much thought of in the United States, do not convey to my
mind the dignified position we ought to assume as successors, althou<^h by
adoption, of our predecessors the Knights of old ; and although I have
no wish or intention to disparage the feelings which actuate the Order in
the United States, it does not follow that we should approve of or adopt
their views ; and however consistent may be the military undress with the
cocked hat adopted by them as a memento of the dress worn by the
soldiers of the revolution, it certainly is not an appropriate one for us. I
am always glad to entertain and recommend any proposition for the good
of tho Order, or that would gratify the members, but I fail to see any
good in this contemplated change about which I am in receipt of several
communications. Our costume, assimilating as it does to that worn of
old, is embleiaatical of the Order, and at the installation of an aspirant
the beautiful ceremony of initiation fully explains it, the white mantle
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and overcoat are to represent a pure life, with a red croas as a symbol df

martyrdom.
The argument used, that it is not a suitable one to assist at the laying

of foundation stones, or other Masonic demonstrations, cannot be appli-

cable to the Temple— such ceremonies being entirely within the province

of the Craft degrees of Freemasonry, and never could have formed any

part of the duties of the Templar. I am myself strongly opposed to all

public displays, and deprecate them most strenuously. There is too <;reat

a desire to blazon forth all our doings, which neither can be understood

nor appreciated by the public at large. The following quotation from a

recent Masonic address at New Orleans, by Brother the Reverend W. V,

Tudor, conveys all I could wish to say :
—" Secrecy is a peculiar feature of

Masonry ; and the meaning and power of Masonic secrecy lies in another

word, and that is

—

silence, and may be read in these words. ' When
thou doest thine alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right doeth

;

or this, * He shall not cry or lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in

the streets.'

"

One argument adduced in favour of the proposed change is " that it is

the only way in which the success of the Order in Canada can be secured.

It is a matter of much regret to me that the principles of the Order of

the Temple, its history and antecedents, are so little understood as these

sentiments would seem to imply. If the opportunity of exhibiting them-

selves in public with an attractive costume be really the principal induce-

ment for persons wishing to join the Order, such accessions to our ranks

would do us but little credit, and there are surely enough of other

distinguished ScTcieties, where they might readily obtain the oppm-tunity

of the public display they covet and without being hampered with the

vows of the Templar.
I have already appointed a Committee to inquire into, and report upon,

such matters as may be thought conducive to the prosperity of the Order

in Canada, with a view to the removal of every poasMe caiise of d\tf'erenc«,

and the strengthening the ties that hind us to our English allegiance, and

although so entirely opposed to any alteration in the costume, will

re([uest that this^desire for an out-door dress be also taken into conaidera-

tion for submission to the Supreme Grand Conclave in England. To the

same Committee I would also especially refer the consideration, whether,

as we have now so many Encampments formed, it would not be expedient

at oiioe to establish one or more Provincial (irand Conclaves, the forma-

tion of which, would, I strongly feel, be the means of advancing the

prosperity of the Order, which depends so much on unity of action, and

a strict adherence to the principles by which we profess to be governed.

The Grand Prior then announced that he had conferred

upon Eminent Frater Richard Woof, F.S.A., of Worcester,

England, a Past Eminent Commander of " St. Amand " Eu-

campment of that town, and a member of the Supreme Grand

Conclave, the rank of a Past Deputy Provincial Grand Com-

mander and Honorary Corresponding Member of this Grand

Priory, in recognition of knightly services rendered to our

Order, and of his acknowledged eminence as an Historian,

Antiquary, and Author.
The Grand Prior then goes on to say :

It would appear an impression is entertained by some Encampments in

the United States that there are other Degrees in Masonry considered as



TEMPLAR MATTERS AT HOME AND ABROAD. 107
i'

.t

a necessary pre-reqnisite to the Templar. As I have been instrumental in

introducingseveral of those degrees and orders into Canada it may notbe out

of ]ilace to allude to them and state that no other degree is required for a

novice of our Order than that of the Royal Arch as practised in England.

Thf Order of the Red Cross of Constantine, although a Christian one, has

no connection whatever with that of the Temple, and is held under quite

a separate jurisdiction. The historical notice, in the Statutes of that

Order, has unintentionally been the means of disseminating a viry great

error, which was contradicted by a declaration from the Grand Sovereign

of that Order last year, namely, that this Masonic Red Cross was the

actual representative of the ancient and still existing public Order of that

name oiipported hy a wild tiction that the Abbe Giuistiniani, who was at-

tached to the Venetian Embassy in London, and was himself a Grand
Cross, had conferred the novitiate Cross on certain Freemasons. It is

ckarly shown that this is not the case, and it merely claims to be a re-

vised branch of the Masonic brotherhood which formed part of the sys-

tem of the Baron Hunde about 1750, and is the same Order as that over

which the late Duke of Sussex presided from 1813 to 1845, for reception

into which the degree of Master Mason is a necessary (][ualidcation.

Tlie interesting address of the Grand Prior closed with a

reoretful reference to the illness of V. Em. Frater T. D. Har-
iiigton and his resignation of the oHice of Deputy Grand Prior,

and nominating as his successor V. Em. Frater S. B. Harman,
" one of the oldest of the Grand officers and members of the

Order in the Dominion."
The Audit Committee's report of the Grand Chancellor's

financial statement for the year exhibited a health}'' increase

in receipts, which not only covered the usual running expenses,

but permitted the outlay for printing the proceedings of Grand
Priory, and of the former Provincial Grand Conclave, which
by resolution had been collated, and left a considerable balance

in the treasury.

\'ery Eminent Frater Thomas Bird Harris presented his

credentials as the Representative of the Grand Commandery
of the State of Louisiana, which were courteously received and
as courteously acknowledged.
The reading of a letter addressed to the Very Eminent the

Grand Prior by the Most Eminent the Grand Master of the
General Grand Encampment of the United States, preceded
the closing exercises of this year's Assembly. It made reference

to a resolution passed at the last triennial Session of that

Grand Body, reserving exclusively to itself the power of mak-
ing an interchange of representation with Foreign Bodies, but
at the same time expressing a courteous desire for a mutual
interchange of representatives between the Grand Priory for

the Dominion of Canada and the General Grand Commandory
of the United States, and tendering to the G'-and Prior the

appointment of being its Representative near the Grand
Priory of Canada.



CHAPTER XXI.

Seventeexth Encampment on tue RotL —Collapse op a Quebec War-

kant-»-Rbtbospe(jt of the Gband Prior—a Glance at the Days

GONE BY—The "Gordon Order of Merit"—EaiAiiLisHMENT of

" Convent General."

HE return of the Grand Priory to the Limestone

City, where, on the 14th of August, 1873, the an-

nual Assembly gathered,seems to have carried with

it a flood of recollection for the Venerable the

Grand Prior, who a score of years previously had

hero planted the Templar standard and had since wit-

nessed its folds embracing the chief places in this vast

Dominion. Kingston therefore had for him naturally a

warm place in his affections, and with pardonable pride he

prefaces his address with a kindly reference to the days of long

ago and the pioneers of the Order who assisted his early efforts.

Grand Priory records donotrevealany extraordinary growth

in membership, yet the Treasury balance was doubled during

the year. This in itself was an indication of permanent sus-

tenance, and an evidence that there was no falling awa)'.

At the beginning of the year there were seventeen Encamp-
ments on the roll, viz. :

" Hugh de Payens," Kingston; " Geof-

frey de St. Aldemar," Toronto ;
" William de la More the Mar-

tyr," Ottawa ;
" Godfrey de Bouillon," Hamilton ;

" Richard

CVjeur de Lion," London; "King Baldwin," Belleville;

" Richard Cceur de Lion," Montreal ;
" Sussex," Stanstead

;

" Plantagenet," St. Catharines ;
" Hurontarion," Collingwood

;

" Mount Calvary," Orillia; " Moore," Peterboro; " Harington,"

Trenton ;
" St. John the Almoner," Whitby ;

" Gondemar,"
Maitland ;

" Odo de St. Amand," Toronto ; and " Palestine,"

Port Hope.

At the close of the year there were but sixteen Encamp-
ments, the warrant of " William de la More " having been sur-

rendered and returned to England. This Enc .v.pment appears

to have enjoyed but a fitfal existence from its infancy. Its
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Hist liomc was in the City of Quebec, but from inability to

imbibe nourishment it was transferred to the milder atmos-

phere of the Capital, where its sponsors ardently hoped for it a

new lease of life and prolonged existence. Their desires were
blasted. A spasmodic vitality was but the prelude to a condi-

tion of coma, ind it was decided finally to relinquish further

responsibility for its maintenance. Singular to relate, the city

of Ottawa, although a Masonic centre of more than ordinary

prominence, has not since possessed a Templar retreat. At this

writing there are rumors that an application for a Preceptory

will shortly be made. It is to be hoped that they are not
without foundation.

The Grand Prior, after an interval of two years, congratu-

lated himself on again meeting with the Fratres in annual
Assembly, an i his remarks revealed the satisfaction felt by him
and reflecting on those who listened. Among those present

weie V. Em. Frater T. D. Harington, whose restoration to

hciilth was a source of gratification to all. There were also

Em. Fratres Henry Robertson, E. M. Copeland, Rev. V. de-
menti, L. H. Henderson, I. H. Stearns, Thos. B. Harris, Hugh
A. MacKay, William Reid, Geo, H. Dartnell, Jas. Seymour,
Geo. C. Longley, N. Gordon Bigelow, Jas. Greenfield, Geo.

En-Flarl, Alfred G. Smyth, Donald Ross, R. P. Stephens, John
Dunibrille, John Satchell, Thos. Milton, Yeoman Gibson, Ed-
ward Ball, W. B. Simpson, J. A, Henderson, A. S. Kirkpatrick,

C. D. Macdonnell, E. H. Parker, W. B. Phillip, J. V. Noel, H.
L. Geddes, Jas. Canfield, Alex. Robertson, D. S. Jones, jno.

Easton.

The events of the year were dealt with exhaustively in the
Grand Prior's address. He said :

—

i

'll

J

h.

" Some twenty years aj^o, when on an official military visit to this city,

I had the pleasure of formin^i; the acquaintance of a Masonic brother well
known to you all, the present Preceptor ot the Premier Knights Templars
Encampment in Canada, the ' Hugh de Payens,' of Kingston, who on
learning that I was one of the Grand Officers of the ' Grand ConoUve of

England ' suggested to me the idea of establishing the Order here on a
constitutional basis. To Frater James Alexander Henderson, D.C.L.,
Q.C., &c., the first Templar installed by me in Canada, and now the
Senior Past Provincial Deputy Grand Commander of the former Provin-
cial Grand Conclave, all honor is due as your earliest pioneer. It is both
a pleasing and a curious coincidence that here in the good City of King-
ston, where the Order was first founded in Canada, we should again meet
to mark a new era in our history, one which prognosticates a great and
brilliant future. To me, while it is a gratifying reminiscence to look back
at our early history, it is at the same time necessarily a painful one when
1 think how many of the old familiar forms who thus assisted me have
passed from amongst us, never to return."

M
i I!
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Feeling allusion is made by the Grand Prior to the deaths of

Fratres Major-Gen. Alex. Gordon, R.E., and Dr. Riclianl

Dowse, both members of the Premier Encampment, " Hugh de

Payens," and both enthusiastic and active Templars. The
former was the founder of the " Gordon Order of Merit" for

members of the " Hugh de Payens," to commemorate the

revival of the Order upon an old Templar organization which

was formerly attached to the !St. John's Craft Lodge in King-

ston; to this circumstance the motto "Resurgam" on the

Gordon Cross alludes, and the antedating of the warrant to

12th February, 1824. The demise of Frater Capt. Thompson
Wilson, of London, a Waterloo veteran, whose services as

a Templar in Canada received deserved recognition, was also

referred to at merited length.

Referring to the recent reorganization of the Order arnl

establishment of Convent General, thie Grand Prior quotes the

following explanatory circular, which he had caused to be dis-

tributed to the Preceptories or Encampments under his

dominion

:

I 'i

ii:

UNFfED OKPEBS OF THE TEUPLB ANP HOSPITAL, FOR THE DOMINION vF

CANADA.

Office of the Grand Prior, Lapuairie, 25th April, 1873.

To the Eminent Prccepturs of the several Preceptories under the Grawl
Priory of Canada :

Eminent Sir Knight, Preceptor :—The Statutes of the Convent
General, enacted under the Conventions formed between the Orders uf

the Temple in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and recently promul-

gated, having given rise to some misapprehension that material altera-

tions had been made in the internal organization of the Order, I have

considered it advisable briefly to point out the object of the changes now
adopted, and to request you will, at as early a period as possible, make
them known to the members of the Order under your immediate
jurisdiction, at the same time recommending a careful perusal of these

Statutes.

The advisability of uniting the Order of the Temple, in the British

Empir3, under one head, and assimilating the ritual and ordinances, has

for some years past been under consideration, and a Committee was

selected from the three National Grand Bodies to carry this into effect ;'

in consequence of which a confederate body has been formed, named the
" Convent General," for the purpose of regulating the whole affairs of the

Order, of which His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales is Supreme
Head and Grand Master.

Beyond a change in the nomenclature, taken after careful research

from historical authority, no very material alterations have been made.
The changes are simply these ;—
1. The existing Grand Masters in the Empire are to be termed Great

Priors, and Grand Conclaves or Encampments, Great Priories ; under and

subordinate to one Grand Master, as in the early days of the Order, and

one Supreme Governing Body, the Convent General.
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•2. The term Great is adopted instead of Grand, the latter being a
French word ; and Grand in EnKlish is not Grand in French. Great is

the proper translation of " Magnus 1" and " Magnus Supremus."
3. The Great Priories of each nationality, England, Scotland and

Ireland, with their dependencies in the Colonies, retain their internal

government and le(,iBlation, and appoint their Provincial Priors doing

nothint^ inconsistent with the Supreme statutes of the Convent General.

4. The title Masonic is not continued ; the Order being purely Chris-

tian, none but Christians can be admitted ; consequently it cannot be
considered strictly as a Masonic body—Masonry while inculcating the

highest reverence for the Supreme Being, and the doctrine of the immor-
tality uf the soul, does not teach a belief in one particular creed, or

unbelief in any. The connection with Masonry is, however, strength-

ened still more, as a candidate must now be two years a Master Mason, in

addition to his qualification as a Royal Arch Mason.
5. The titles Eminent " Commander" and " Encampment " have been

discontinued, and the original name, " Preceptor " and " Preceptory "

substituted, as also the titles "Constable and Marshal " for " First and
Second Captains." " Encampment " is a modern term adopted pr.>bably

when, as our traditions inform us " at the suppression of the Ancient
Military Order of the Temple, some of their number sought refuge and
held conclaves in the Masonic Society, being independent small bodies

without any governing head" ;
'" Prior" is the correct and original title

for the head of a Langue or nationality and " Preceptor " for the subor-

dinate bodies. The Preceptories were the ancient " Houses " of the

Temple Order ;
" Commander" and " Commanderies " was the title used

by the Order of St. John, commonly known as Knights of Malta,

(5. The title by which the Order is now known is that of '
' The United

Religious and Military Orders of the Temple and of St. John of Jerusalem,
Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta." The Order of the Temple originally had
no connection with that of Malta or Order of St. John ; but the combined
title appears to have been adopted in commemoration of the union which
took place in Scotland with "The Temple and Hospital of St. John,"
when their lands were in common, at the time of the Reformation ; but
our Order of " St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta " has
no connection with the present Knights of Malta in the Papal States, or of

the Protestant branches of the Order, the lineal successors of the Ancient
Knights of St. John, the sixth or English Langue which is still in exist-

ence and presided over in London by His Grace the Duke of Manchester.
The Order, when it occupied the Island of Malta as a Sovereign Body,
was totally unconnected with Freemasonry.

7. Honorary past rank is abolished, substituting the chivalric dignities
of " Grand Crosses " and " Commanders," limited in number and confined
to Preceptors. These honours to be conferred by His Royal Highness
the Grand Master, the Fountain of Grace and Dignity, and it is contem-
plated to create an order of merit, to be conferred in like manner, as a
reward to Knights who have served the Order.

8. A Preceptor holds a degree as well as rank, and will always retain
his rank and privileges as long as he belongs to a Preceptory.

9. The abolition of honorary past rank is not retrospective, as their rank
and privileges are reserved to all those who now enjoy them.

10. The number of officers entitled to precedence has been reduced to
seven, but others may be appointed at discretion, who do not, however,
enjoy any precedence.

11. Equerries, or serving brethren, are not to receive the accolade, or

:3-
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use any but a brown habit, and shall not wear any insignia or jewel—they

are to be addressed as " Frater " not Sir Knight. In the early days of the

Order they were not entitled to the accolade, and with the Esquires, and

men-at-arms, wore a dark habit to distini^uish them from the KiiightH, who

wore white, to signify that they were bound by their vows to cast away

the works of darkness and lead a new life.

12. The apron is altogether discontinued, and afew immaterial alterations

in the insignia will be duly regulated and promulgated ; they do not.

however, aflfect the present, but only apply to future, members of the Order:

the apron was of recent introduction, to accord with Masonic usage, but

reflection will at once show that, as an emblem of care and toil, it is en-

tirely inappropriate to a military order whose badge is the sword—a pro-

position to confine the wearing of the star to Preceptors was negatived,

the star and ribbon being in fact as much a part of the ritual as of the

insignia of the Order.

13. From the number of instances of persons totally unfitted having

obtained admission into the Order, the qualification of Candidates has been

increased ; a declaration is now required to be signed by every Candidate

that he is of the full age of twenty-one-years, and in addition to being a

Royal Arch Mason, that he is a Master Mason of two years standing, pro-

fessing the doctrines of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, and willing tu

submit to the Statutes and Ordinances, present and future, of the Order.

Candidates' names and avocations, with full particulars of their eliiri-

bility, must be submitted to the Chief Provincial authority, or Grand

Prior, for his approval, and if he shall iwt within seven clear days after re-

ceipt of notice signify his disapproval, the names shall be submitted to

ballot, which ballot must be unanimous, and no Candidate can be install-

ed for a less sum than five guineas, or twenty-five dollars.

Preceptors should bear in mind, and impress it upon the members of

their Preceptories, that the admission into the Templar Order is based on

a foundation quite different to that on which admission into the Craft de-

grees rest ; and no one should be admitted but those who, from their

education, social position and conduct, as Masons, are entitled to and

obtain the respect of the outer world ; but while the great object sought

is to keep the Order pure, there is no intention to remove the ancient

landmarks by which all Masons are bound together by common ties of

brotherhood, extending from a Sovereign on his throne to the humblest

of his subjects.

Although the requirements for admission insisted upon in the early days

of the Chivalric Order are no longer necessary, it does not follow that

every Mason seeking admission is to be received ; for whether we look

upon ourselves as the legitimate representatives of the ancient Order, or

a revival during the last century in imitation of the Chivalry of the Tem-

ple, under the auspices of the Masonic fraternity, it has now attained, with

the heir to the throne as its governing head, and under the special patron-

age of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, a high and firm footing, as

an Order to belong to which should be considered both an honor and a

privilege.

Having thus drawn your attention to the late alterations adopted in the

Order, 1 have to point out to you that as the statutes of the Convent

General provide for the formation, of Great or National Priories in any of

the colonies or British possessions abroad, it has been considered expedient

by the Committee appointed by me to enquire into the requirements of the

Canadian branch of the Order, under the jurisdiction of the Great Prioiy

of England, to recommend that a petition be sent to the Convent General,
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Ernyini; that the Grand Priory of the Dominion be now formed into a

[ational Great Priory on the aame footing aa the other Great Priories

under the Convent General.

I am, Eminent Sir Knight,
In the bondn uf the Order,

Faithfully yonrs,

W. .1. B. MacLeod Moore, 33°, &o..

Grand Prior Dominion of Canada,
G. C. T.

Ooinmenting on the foregoing circular, the Grand Prior in

his address, says :

—

" You are aware that for some time past a movement has been on foot

to endeavor to restore the Order of the Temple, as far as the customs of

the ai^e will permit, and assimilate it as nearly aa possible to its former
pusition and character ; for this purpose a committee was formed from our
three national Templar bodies in the empire, and the recent regulations

issued hy the " Convent General," a body emanating from and depending
upon them, are the result of these deliberations. It is to be regretted that

Scotland, agreeing to the convention, should, at the last moment, have
failed to take part in the happy result of the negotiations ; from, it would
appear, a morbid dread that her independence would be absorbed by
England, under the name of union ; this certainly never could have been
contemplated, the terms of the treaty giving Scotland equal power with
England and Ireland. Unity would have created uniformity of laws and
ritual, thus giving the Order greater dignity and standing ; it is, however,
to be hoped, and earnestly desired, that Scotland will re-oonsider her de-

cision and join the " Convent General." Careful investigation has shown
that the Scottish Order cannot establish any other claim to the title of

Templar which it does not derive from the same source as that of Eng-
land and Ireland. The long established and well known enthusiastic

loyalty of her knights does not admit for a moment the supposition that
they intended to offer even the semblance of a slight to the jurisdiction'

of our Royal Grand Master, or throw any obstacle in the way of again
restoring the cosmopolitan character of the Order, and amalgamating the
different nationalities under one governing head.

It is acknowledged generally by members of the Order who have inter-

ested themselves in its histofy, that many irregularities, both in govern-
ment and practice, have crept in. Connected as it is with the Masonic
fraternity^ much of Masonic-like matter has been introduced, which did
not exist in the constitutions and rituals of the ancient Order, and to get
rid of these, it was necessary to look back and revert as much aa possible

to the ancient statutes and constitution, and assimilate the old forms,
ceremonies and nomenclature to our present system. Assuming, as we do,
the title, and asserting a claim to be considered as the representatives of

I

the old Order of the Temple, it is surely incumbent upon us to adopt and

I

adhere in every respect as nearly as possible to the original regulations
and customs. I myself always regarding it, not as a degree of Masonry
properly speaking, but a revival of the Chivalrio Order, preserved by its

connection, for convenience and security sake, with Freemasonry, have
long advocated the revision that has now taken place, and hope to see
ihortly much that is unsuitable struck out of the ritual, and a complete

I

return to the ancient form of reception.

A great deal of unnooessary discussion, and in my opinion futile
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artfiiments, have been advanced against the omission of tlie word
" Masonic" from the Templar nomenclature, it bein^ asserted that by bo

doing the Order has completely dinconnectud itself with Freemasonry, and
is now an illegal secret society. To me it appears absurd to say that tliu

mere dropping of the name " Masonic " makes us a different Order ; fur

if this argument holds good, then the Templars of 8c itland have fir

many years been illegal, having long abolished the prefix " Masonic.

'

liut there does not appear to be the slightest intention to repudiate the

Masonic connection, or to separate from tiiu ancient and noble institution

of Freemasonry, on the contrary, the Masonic ({ualihcation has l)ceu

increased, and in this sense we are still Masonic Knights Templars. The
attempt was made some years ago in Scotland to sever the connection,

which was a signal failure, and so unwise and impolitic a measure is not

likely again to be brought forward.

Neither can I clearly see in what way the Order will now beconie

amenable to the civil laws in hngland against secret societies other than

Masonic, more than it has ever been. The constitutions of English Craft

Masonry say that it consists of three degrees and no more, including the

Royal Arch, so that we must have always been under the ban of the law,

but if I am not much mistaken, " Encampments" were returned in the

declaration rc<|uired by law as a body of " Master Masons " practising a

Christian Masonic rite.

Constituted as we are, we are not a secret society in th i common ac-

ceptance of the word, but an honorable and loyal Christian Order whose

principles are fully and publicly known, although the ceremonies of ad-

mission were not, nor are they now, published to the world at large.

Traditionally, our Order of the Temple represents the glorious old

military and religious brotherhood of that name ; the Masonic tradition

being, that at the suppression of the Templars in the early part of the 14th

century, some of their number sought and found refuge and hold conclaves

in the society of Freemasons, and that their meetings were represented in

our present institution, although some writers repudiate this assertion and

treat it as a mere fiction, on the dictum " That everything is more than

doubtful that cannot be conclusively proved." I can hardly agree to this

argument as regards the connection of Templarism and Freemasonry

;

for as any one can show to the contrary, the two bodies have been long

and intimately connected, but from the lapse of time, destruction of re-

cords and the necessary secret nature of the fraternity, no documentary
evidence can be produced as to when the Masonic body first assumed, if

it was an assumption, the right of creating Knights Templars ; consequently

it is incumbent upon any one denying the legitimacy of our claim to bring

proofs of it, and show conclusively that the attaching a Templar organiza-

tion to the Masonic institution is of late date, and long subsequent to the

outward suppression of the Templars by the Princes of Europe. The

mere fact that Grand Bodies of Masonic Templars were only formed at

the close of the last century, is no proof that the Templars had not been

long previously connected with Freemasonry. My own conviction leans

to the correctness of our tradition, as there does not appear any other

way of accounting for the existence of small bodies of the Order being at-

tached for so long a period to Masonic Lodges, except by believing that

some of the knights and their followers sought at the time of their per-

secution the protection of the Masonic fraternity ; and from this circum-

stance it may be assumed we derive our existence as representatives of the

ancient Chivalry of the Temple.
Objections have been raised to the new titles of " Grand Crosses and

Commanders," as an innovation upon the simplicity of the ancient Order,
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there being no such titles formerly. They have, however, the precedent

of bulonging to the state (Jrdera of Knighthood, and have been long used

by the Scottish Templars, and were honorable distinctions amongst the

Kni^'lita of Malta. These honors are to bo limited and substituted for

hoii'Tiiry past rank, and only conferred by H. R. Highness the Grand
Master, aa special marks of his approbation for services rendered to the

Order.

At his installation he was pleased to add my name to that of the Royal
persoiiivges and the few members of distinguished rank on whom he first

conferred the title of Grand Cross. The honor I fully appreciate, not

iilune as such to myself, but as the highest compliment H. R. Highness
cuuld pay to the Templars of Canada through their Grand Priur.

Tlie apron, in my opinion a most ridiculous badge for the representa-

tives of a military body, is at last abolished. So far back as 1852, when
1 attended the Sup. G. Conclave in London, the subject was then dis-

jusaud of substituting a sash around the waist, in imitation of the mystic

cuinturo or white linen girdle worn by the Knights of old, and if I mis-

take not the motion was actually carried, but by some unaccountable mis-

understanding, was not acted upon. The only advocates for retaining

the Masonic badge of the apron were those who merely looked upon the

Order as a high degree of Masonry, neither knowing or at all caring for

its origin or history, and who considered the putting off the apron and
dropping the prefix Masonic as actually shutting them out from the pale

of Masonry.
Substituting the titles of " Constable " and " Marshal " for the modern

military rank of captaiiis (first and second) and " Chaplain " for " Pre-
late " is only reverting to the old nomenclature of the Order. The Tem-
plars never had amongst their members devoted to the sacred offices any
higher title than Chaplain, and those amongst them advanced to the rank
of Bishop did not assume the title of Grand Prelate of the Order of the
Temple.

As we are now under the name of the United Orders of the Temple
and Malta, it becomes necessary for each Preceptory to hold a Priory of

Malta. The introduction of the Malta Order into that of the Templar is

comparatively very modern, irrespective of the legendary amalgamation,
and many errors have been disseminated with respect to it by visionary
and enthusiastic Masonic writers asserting as facts wild theories of their

own relating to the supposed common origin of Freemasonry, and the old
military orders of Knighthood. It has been stated that our Maltese
ritual was brought from the Island of Malta ; this I can positively say is

not the case, for in 1849 I was the first to introduce the Templar Order
there, and we did not work an^ degree of Malta. I have had for a long
time in my possession, Malta rituals said to have been used by the Tem-
plar Encampments in the last century, but I could find no trace whatever
in Malta that any such ritual had belonged to the old Knights, or that
they knew about our Encampments. Itis from the Scottish Masonic degree
of Knights of Malta our present ritual has been principally compiled.
The historical lecture introduced in the Maltese ritual is interesting

and instructive, showing the origin in Palestine of the great rival military
sister Order to the Temple, the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of

Jerusalem, their migration to the Island of Rhodes, and subsequent re-

tirement to the Island of Malta. This Order gives the first idea of hospi-
tals in England, where they were called " Stranger Houses," and afforded
shelter to the weary traveller, aa well as to the sick. The original noble
and praiseworthy object of ministering to the wants of the destitute for
which the Order was founded (althou^ they afterwards became a mill-
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tary and canonical Order like the Templan), ia literally carried out at the

present time in London, by the 6th or Eogliah Lan^ue of the legitimate

branch of the Order of St. John of JeruMleui. I may mention the name
of one of its members, a "Knight of Justice," who is an honorary Orand
officer of this Grand Priory, Sir Knight Richard Woof, of St. Amand i're-

ceptory, in the Ancient city of Worcester, of which Preceptory 1 liave

lately been highly gratified by being elected an honorary member.

The Grand Prior then referred to the committee appointcHl

by him at the meeting of Grand Priory in 1870, " To deliberate

upon such questions and proposals as may tend to promote the

interests of the Order in Canac^a, and that the result of these

deliberations be embodied in a respectlul Memorial, to be sub-

mitted to the Supreme Grand Conclave."

This Memorial reads as follows :

—

To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the most Eminent ami
Supreme Grand Master, and the Convent General of the United Religious

and Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John of Jerusalem, Pales-

tine, Rhodes and Malta.

The Memorial of the Templars of the several Preceptories of the United
Religious and Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John of Jerusa-

lem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, in the Dominion of Canada, under the

jurisdiction of the former Grand Conclave of England and Wales.
Sheweth :

—

That on or about the year 1865, the Masonic Order in Canada, thereto-

fore holding under the three parent jurisdictions of England, Scotland

and Ireland, in view of the dignity and position which Canada had then

assumed and bade fair to attain, sought by consolidation into a separate

and self-governing organization, to secure a Masonic status commensurate
therewith ; and it may be at once conceded that by thus bringing the

Craft into permanent local union, the advancement of the best interests of

Masonry were subserved ; and with the rapid, material and political

progress of Canada, her Grand Lodge has kept pace, the impetus

given, by opening up an extended field for Masonic operation,

having enlisted the energies of many of the most gifted and talented

brethren to give to Canadian Masonry a foremost and recognized position,

Nor could Royal Arch Masonry, the immediate pre-requisite of the

Templar Or^er, be less honorably regarded, and the organization of the

Grand Chapter of Canada, which followed closely that of the Grand
Lodge, has been attended with no less happy and conspicuous results of

rapid progress and national recognition. And it may be briefly added

that the Order of the A. & A. Rite, recognized by treaty with the Tem-
plar Body, and other leading Ma:'>nic organizations, have been awarded
the full privileges of self-government iu Canada.

These remarks seem appropriately introductory to the present Memorial
which the Templar Order in Canada desire to present to the Convent
General, on its auspicious inauguration.

While Masonry was introduced into Canada at the earliest date of her

settlement, and had attained proportions that in 1855 warranted the erec-

tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada, it was only in 1854 that, to the

energy of that distinguished Mason and Templar, Colonel W. J. B. Mac-

Leod Moore, Canada was indebted for the introduction of the Chivalric

and Christian Order of the Temple : and to his judicious caution against

its too rapid dissemination on the one hand, and a careful selection of

opportunities on the other for promoting thetrMs principles of the Order,

(Past Gram
Chapte
Englan
Prior.

(Grand Seci

Chapter
Grand
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yoiu' inoinorialists attribute the erection of Canada into a (hand i'. ' ^y

with partial aulf-^overnmont iit 18*iS, as an evidunca of recognition, as .. i

of the Bucceas that had crowned the eli'ortsof the worthy Sir Kiii'^ht, then
croatud Grand Prior, as of the vast and commanding tioid of liia opera-

tioiiB, erected about the same time into the " Dominion of Canada."
The national position that the Dominion has'now attained, notunnatur'

ally leads her Templars to desire that their preroj^atives of self-Ljovcrn-

niiMit should not be less defined than those pertainin.^ to her other
MiiHuiiio organizations, and her continuity to the great nei)<hboring Re-
piibiig especially incites the desire that Canadian Templarism should be
now invested with a local status which will allow of mutual recoguition

and independent action.

The recent happy confederation of the national Templar bodies of the
empire as Great Priories, under one grand governing power, the Convent
(ieneral, graced by a patronage so august as that oj> Her Most Gracious
Majesty, and a presidency so illustrious as that of heir to tlie throne, has,

it need hardly be said, been watched with the highest interest by ti)e

Templars of the Dominion ; and the provision in the statutes for erecting'

further Gteat Priories in the Hritish possessions, possessing the sai'-.a

internal powers of self-government reserved to each imperial nationality,

furnished the opportune moment for the admission of Britisli North
America into this national Templar confederation ; and as (Jmada, as a
virtually self-governing Dominion or nationality, clings with the purest
loyalty to its integration into the empire, so do her Templars loyally

desire to derive from and hold under the Convent General, that local

status as a (ireat Priory, which will cause the Order to be alike advanced
in the Dominion and recognized by other nationalities.

The Templars of the Dominion of Canada, therefore, under the warmest
impulse of Knightly courtesy and unswerving loyalty, present this their
memorial, with the fullest confidence that after careful consideration their
erection into a Great Priory may be conceded as a step calculated to
subserve the best interests of the Christian and Chivalric Orders of the
Temple and Hospital in this vast Dominion, and to perpetuate the ties of
alles^iance of a body which must, in the course of events, become one of
the most powerful and influential under the Convent General.

(Signed), Samuel B. Har.uan, 18°,

(Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and Past Dist. Deputy Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, &o., &c., &c.). Deputy Grand
Prior.

Toronto, Ontario, Dominion of Canada, April 25th, 1873.

T. DouoLA.'< Harinoton, 33",
(Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodg'

Chapter of Canada, So v. Gr. Insp.

England and Wales, A. & A. Rite,

Prior.

J. KiRKPATRicK Kerr, 32°,
(Past District Deputy Grand M.uter of the Grand Lodge, and Past Grand

J. of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and Past Grand J. and Rep. of
Grand Chapter of Scotland, &c., &c. &c.), Provincial Grand Cam«
mander for Ontario.

Thomas Bird Harris, 33*,

(Grand Secretary Grand Lodge of Canada, Grand S. E. of the Grand
Chapter of Canada, &c., &c.. Past Dep. Pro. Gr. Commander and
Grand Chancellor of Grand Priory).

Committee on the Status of the Templar Order.

and Past Grand Z. of the Grand
Gen. and Rep. of S. G. C. of
&c., &c.). Past Deputy Grand
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convention is now under treaty with them and En|;land similar to that

etiectecl by the latter with Scotland and Ireland. H. R. Highness the

(irand Master, to mark his approbation of these amicable and harmonious
relations, has paid a graceful compliment to the General Grand Encamp-
ment, by crea ing their Grand Master Sir Knight John Qnincy Adams
Fellows a Grand Cross of the Order of England.
The Tfinplars in Sweden, of whom His Majesty the King is Grand

Master, show the same anxiety tf) reciprocate fraternal relations. The
Order there, which is based similarly to our own on the Masonic system,

ia reco|Linized by the state and court. ThH Emperor of Germany and
other continental ro<al personages are members, and have joined heartily

in doin<r honor to the jurisdiction of His Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales.

The first step having been so auspiciously taken to purify our Order, it

is hoped will lead to narryin^; out a scheme which, by amalgamating other

jurisdictions, would form a most powerful and useful body, brins^ing

under one head different nationalities, as in the ancient times* without
interfering with their individual political allegiance.

I am happy to announce that the Order in the Dominion continues

prosperous and satisfactory. I visited in Toronto lately the "Geoffrey
de St. Aldemar " and " Odo de St. Amand " Preceptories, and was
gratitied to find so many members in attendance, who received me with
characteristic kindness and h'spitality. I also, in company with the

(irand Sub-Prior, V. E. Fra'er Samuel B. Harman, visited the ntw Pre-

ceptory of " SI. John the Almoner," Whitby, Ontario, and in justice to

the Preceptor, Frater Geo. F. H. Dartnell, wish to express my great satis-

faction at the manner in which the Preceptory is fitted up, and the correct

way all the duties of the officers were performed.
From the villa>>e of I'etrulia 1 received an application from several Royal

Arch Masons residing there, citizens of the United States, requesting a
dispensation to be allowed to join the Order in one of the United States

Coinnianderies. 1 did not feel justified in granting this permission, in

consequence of one of our Preceptories being at an easy distance from
Petrolia, the "Richard Cfenr de Lion," of London. I. therefore,

informed them that as all members of the Order installed in Canada
were eli^jible to join Commanderies in the United States, and vice versa,

it would he better for them to apply to the Preceptory at London, where
no diflicnlty would be thrown in the way of their admission.
The ([uestiim as t( whelher the term " Knights Templar " or " Knight

Templars" is most correct, havinu been asked me, I can only refer all

interested to the long and able discussion on this point in the proceedings
"f several of the United States Commanderies. Our usage is "Knights
Templar ;" but I have been surprised to see in numerous instances the
plural of the Latin word " Frater " spelt '• Fraters," instead of "Fratres."
If 1 remember right, in my schoolboy days this would have been counted
:i

' maxim us.

"

Since our last annuiil assembly the " William de la More the Martyr "

Encampment has been struck oft' the roll. This body having ceased to
meet for some time, V, E. Sir Knight T. D. Harington returned to my
cistody the warrant, which I subse«[uently surrendered to the former
'irand (/onclavt) of England.

In conclndinj^ his able address, the Grand Prior briefly

lefeired to the recoonition ot" ('ansidas authority to comiuuni-
cato the Red Cross degree by the Grand Encampment of the
United States, and appended the following extracts from the

mft-
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proceedings of that body at its Triennial Conclave in Balii-

more, Md., in September, 1871 :

—

EXIBAOTS FROM PROCKEDINGS OF THE OKAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNKiHTS
TEMPLARS " UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,"—BALTIMORE, MARYLAND-
SEPTEMBER 19th TO 23rd, 1871.

Report of Special Committee on Foreign Affairs—Red Cross Knights of

Canada.
Resolved :

—" That desirous of drawing closer the bonds of amity and
friendship with our Canadian Fratres and facilitating the excrciae of

Knightly visitation by them in Commanderies within the United States,

we atfiriii the decision of the Grand Master (page 102), and recognize tliu

Knights of the illustrious Order of the Red Cross made in Canada umkr
such authority as m/ty be duly recognized there.

On Motion, the Report, with resolutions, was adopted.

RULES AND EDICTS, AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE r.KAXO

ENCAMPMENT—UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, A. D. 1871—20 [11] KEU

CROSS KNIGHTS OF CANADA.

Resolved,—That the Grand Encampment affirms the derision of the

Grand Master (page 82-102), and recognizes Knights of the iliustrioua

Order of the Red Cross made in Canada under such authtrity as may he dulij

recognized there.

The general acceptance of the proposition to create a Great

Priory for Canada is very clearly set forth in the following

correspondence and documents read by the Grand Chancellor

before the close of the Assembly :

—

THE UNION DE MOLAY PRECEPTORY AND PRIORY, NO. 104 E. R.

MASONIC HALL, PRI^CESS STREET,
St. John, N.B., July 28th, 1873.

Copy of Resolutions unanimously adopted by Preceptory, at Special

Conclave, held June 20th, A.D. 1873, as follows :

Whereas,—'^Ithas come to the knowledge of the Union DeMolay Pre-

ceptory and Priory. No. 104, E. R. , that the Provincial Grand Conclave of

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, will hold a Special Convocation of said

Grand Conclave, at Halifax, on Monday evening, the 30th June, 1873, at

eight o'clock, for the purpose of taking into consideration the suHject of

a memorial issued by the Very Eminent Sir Knight W. J. B. MacLeod
Moore, of Canada, Grand Prior, and addressed to His Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales, the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand iVfaster, and

the Convent General of the Empire, praying for the erection of a Great

Priory for Canada.
Therefore Resolved,—"That this Preceptory and Priory cordially ap-

proves of the establishment of such ' Great Priory,' in so far as it is

competent for it to do so, and will ratify and oonhrm whatever may be

done to the end in view, by said Provincial Grand Conclave of Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick, in the Premises ; and
Further Resolved,—" That a Copy of this resolution be sent under seal

to the said Grand Conclave."

Witness my hand and Seal of Preceptory and Priory,—^
J

A. D. Goodwin,
SEAL > Registrar.
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XU¥ UNION r-EMOLAY PEBCEPTORY AND PRIORY, NO. 104, E.R.

MASONIC HALL, PHIN(!ESS STREET.
St. John, N.B., July 24th, 1873.

[Vhereas,—" The members of the Union DeMolay Preceptory and
Priory, No. 104, E.R., have' learned that the Memorial of the Templars
of Preceptories of Dominion of Canada, under the jurisdiction of the

Grand Conclave of England and Wales, bearing date Toronto, Ontario,

25th April, 1873, addressed to His R >yal Hi<,'huess the Prince of Wales,
the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, and the Convent General
of the United Religious, and Military Orders of the Temple and of St.

John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, had been duly received

in England, and that the reply to the Very Eminent Prior of Canada is

as satisfactory as it could possibly be ; and

Whereas—"The Fratres of this Preceptory feel that the erection of a
Great Priory for Canada, under the Convent General of the Empire, in
accordance with the terms arranged by the Parent Grand Bodies is a step
calculated to subserve the best interests of the Christian and Chivalric
Orders of the Temple and Hospital in this Dominion ; therefore it is

unanimously

Reaolved,—" That the Eminent Preceptor David Ransom Munro, 33°.*.

be and is hereby appointed a Delegate to attend the Annual Assembly of
the Grand Priory of the Dominion, to be held at the City oi Kingston,
in the month of August next ensuing, or any other meeting of said Fratres
held for the purpose of considering this important matter ; and

Further Revived,—" That the said Eminent Preceptor is hereby author-
ized and given plenary power to act on behalf of this Preceptory and
Priory, in the establishment of a Great Priory for Canada as aforesaid,
and for which purpose this shall be his sufficient authority.

I
•^^-^

J

A. D. Goodwin,

j 1^ j
Registrar.

The thanks of Grand Priory having been tendered to the

Committee which framed the memorial to Convent General, the
following resolution was adopted :

That a duplicate copy of the memorial to the Convent General, and of
the letter of acknowledgment of the same from the Arch-Vice Chancellor,
be transmitted to the Great Priory of England and Wales, with an ex-
pression both of a courteous desire, and confident reliance, that the same
may receive the advocacy and recommendation of our Mother Great
Priory, of England, and of the Great Prior of England the V.H. and
Eminent Frater the Earl of Limeritk to ensure its adoption, as a move-
ment fraught with the most important results in the advancement of the
great Order of the Temple in the Dominion of Canada.

Thus was the movement towards the final independence and
stability of Templarism in Canada advanced with slow, but
certain progress.
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CHAPTER XXII.

Canada's Nationality still in Abeyanch—Convent General Makes
Haste Slowly—A New Preceptory at Dunville—Jurisdiction or

THE GkAND PkIORY—ANNUAL ASSEMBLY IN OTTAWA

—

DbATU Of

Thomas Bird Harris.

VENTS of more or less import to the Templar Or-

der in Canada and elsewhere marked the period be-

tween the dispersing of the Assembly of Grand
Priory at Kingston, in 1873, and the occurrence of

the annual gathering fourteen months later in the

city of Ottawa. The cold hand of death had again

laid its terrible impress on the hopes and aspirations of

the knightly body throughout the Empire. England

mourned for its ex-Supreme Grand Master William Stuart;

Ireland, for the venerable Duke of Leinster, and Canada, for

one of its best beloved brethren, Thomas Bird Harris. All

three were Masons and Templars in the truest and holiest sense

that the terms imply. Their life's work was for their bro-

thers' weal, to them the distressed appcalel not in vain, the

widow and the orphan had cause to ble. s Rn 1 remember their

kindly intercession, and to their examp'e aid loving zeal, the

Order to-day may look back with grateful, loving eyes. These

are the men who live after they are dead, whose memories

time cannot wither, and whose life's records are ever present to

admonish or commend as we stray from or adhere to the path

which was made easier for us by their early self-sacrificing

toil.

In this year the labors of the Committee of Foreign Cor-

respondence first made its appearance as an addendum to the

printed proceedings of the Grand Priory, and which for many
subsequent years proved, under the able superintendence and

pen of Frater Geo. H. F. Dartnell, a most interesting and in-

structive feature of the annual publication.

By the partition of the province of Ontario into three divi-

sions, the Grand Master this year rendered the inspection of

the private Preceptoi ies a more accessible duty for the super-

122
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intending officers, and a matter of mutual benefit. The change

also tarnished another proof of the growing strength and influ-

enceof the Orderin Canada,which was notably apparent,notwith-
standing a temporary laxity or apathy reported from some of the

Templar centres, and referred to by the Grand Prior in his ad-

dress.

An addition to the roll was made this year in the estab-

lishment of " St. Bernard de Clairveaux," Preceptory at Dun-
ville, Ont., under a temporary warrant, and the " Sussex " Pre-

ceptory at Stanstead which had fallen into a comatose condi-

tion was removed to Dunham, Que., where it gave promise of

renewal of vitality.

The formation of Canada into a National Great Priory, the

consummation so devoutly wished by the Fratres in the Do-
minion, notwithstanding that a year and a half had elapsed

since the forwarding of the memorial to Convent General, still

hung fire. The characteristic slowness with which great men
and great bodies move in England was provokingly exhibited

in this instance. The Grand Prior, referring to this matter,

loyally makes allowance for the multifarious duties of H.R.H.
the Grand Master, and expressed the hope that with the power-
ful advocacy of the Earl of Limerick, Great Prior of England,

an early fruition of their hopes might be confidently expect-

ed. A step towards this was made in the announcement of

the decision of the parent body, giving the Grand Prior juris-

diction over the whole of British North America, thus annul-

ling the hitherto existing authority of the Provincial Grand
Conclave of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and bringing

under the sceptre of the Grand Prior two additional Precep-

tories, viz., the " Nova Scotia " of Halifax, N.S., and the
" Union de Molay," of St. John, N.B.

Thus when the Annual Arf^sembly was called to order on the

fifteenth day of October, in the Masonic Hall, Ottawa, there

were nineteen Preceptories on the roll, fourteen of which were
represented. The attendance was large, and included the V.H.
and Eminent Frater, W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Grand
Piior; V.E. Fratres T. D. Harington, Jas. Seymour, C. D.
Macdonnell, G. H. F. Dartnell, H. A. McKay, J. W. Marton,
J. J. Mason, Jas. Summers, Jas. MofFatt, John Dumbrille, L. H.
Henderson, G. C, Longley, E. M. Copeland, W. C. Morrison, D.
McLellan, J. G. A. LeBlane, Henry Robertson, J. B. Nixon, F.

J. Menet, W. Docter, W. Reid, R. Kincaid, Jno. Satchell, W. H.
Hutton, R. P. Stephens, Jas. O'Connor, D. Spry, F. Biscoe, W.
R. White, T. C. MacNabb, H. le Cappelain, C. W Woodford,
Jno. McLean, J. O'Donuell, D. R Munro, H. G. Summers, Jaa.

O'Connor, etc.

':li
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Grand Chamberlain, Prov. Grand Prior, Dep. Prov. Grand Commander,
and I'rov. Grand Chancellor, and under the Grand Priory thnae of Grand
Chancellor and Provincial or District Prior of the Western Division or
District of Ontario. He was also appointed by patent in 1808 to the rank
of a I'aat Grand iSub Prior of the Sup. Grand Conclave of England and
Wiiles. By his death a foremost place is vacant in our ranks, a true friend

and brother has parsed for ever from amongst us, but whose name will

be remembered and respected by every Canadian Templar, as well as by
every Mason, of whatsoever degree, throughout the length and breadth
of this vast Dominion. B«Bt in peace ! our Brother and Companion ! and
enjoy the reward of the faithful Soldier of the Cross !

It was with much regret [ had to direct our late Grand Chancellor to

announce to you the death of our Most Eminent and Supreme Ex-Grand
blaster, William Stuart, Esq., of Aldenham Abbey, on the 7th July last,

in the 76th year of his age, and to require that all members attending
tliis Grand Priory should appear in appropriate mourning, and also to

continue to wear it in private Preceptories for the next three months, as
a tribute of respect to departed worth, and I feel convinced 1 only antici-

pated your wishes, by at once writing in your name letters of condolence
to his widow and eldest son. Col. William Stuart, a Provincial Prior of
England. Our Ex-Grand Master was of a distinguished lineage, being
the eldest son of the Hon. and Most Rev. William Stuart, D.D., Arch-
bishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland, his grandfather being the illus-

trious statesman and minister of George III., John, Earl of Bute, who
married the daughter of the celebrated and accomplished Lady Mary
Wortley Montague, daughter of the Duke of Kingston. A distinguished
compliment was conferred on the Grand Priory of Canada, in my person
as your Grand Prior, in his presenting me, as a special mark of favor,

with the insignia of office as an accompaniment to my patent as Grand
Prior.

In our own immediate circle a most estimable Brother, Sir Knight
James Y. Noel, of the Hugh de Payens Preceptory at Kingston, who was
with us at the last meeting of the Grand Priory, has passed to his final

rest, respected and regretted by all.

And now, even at the time of writing, the electric wires flash the
melancholy tidings of yet another and still more illustrious brother taken
from the ranks of Masonry. The venerated and venerable The Grand
Master Mason and Great Prior of the Templars of Ireland, His Grace
the Duke of Leinster, paid the debt of nature on the 9th October, at
the advanced age of 83 years. For upwards of half-a-century our gifted,

noble, and illustrious brother ruled the whole Masonic body in Ireland
with dignity and paternal care, commanding our respect and esteem by
his life-long devotion to the best interests of the Order, lately crowned,
in BO striking a manner, by his resignation, as Grand Master of the Irish

Templars, in favor of H. B. H. The Prince of Wales, and to serve under
hitn as Great Prior. In recording this slight notice of respect to his
memory, it does not rest with me to dilate upon his noble and excellent

qualities, or the great and numerous acts of benevolence and good will

he has shown to members of the Craft, acts which gained for him such
love, veneration, and respect, as but few in his high position have ever
attained. It is with gratified pride I look back upon him as having been
my immediate Templar chief and fellow-countryman. My family were
from his own county and vneir estates near his own seat of " Carton,"
and I was installed into the Order of the Temple under his jurisdiction
in October 1844, in the " Boyle " Co. Roscommon Encampment attached

i
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I lately granted a preliminary warrant to open a Preceptory at the

village of Dunville, Ontario, under the name of the " St. Bernard de

Clairveaux,' in the district of the lato Grand Chancellor, who constituted

the I'receptory and installed as Eminent Preceptor Sir Kt. W. H. Braund,

with every prospect of its being a flourishing addition to the (Jrder.

On the 23rd of January last I granted a dispensation to remove the

Sussex Freoeptory and Priory of Stanstead to the village of Dunham,
l'ri>viiice of Quebec, when I consecrated the Preceptory and installed as

Eminent Preceptor Sir Kt. Edson Kemp.

Referring to a code of By-laws adopted by the latter Pre-

ceptory, a compilation highly eulogised by him, the Grand
Prior said :

—

From some instances that have come under my notice, the statutes of

the ( )rder do not appear to have been fully complied with, and in cne
I'receptory a most irregular and improper proceeding took place, viz.,

after the ballot had been twicu passed and the candidate rejected it was
directed by the Preceptor to be passed a third time, thus leaving an im-
pression that it had been previously arranged by every means to insure

the election against the express desire of some of the members, liy such
proceedings the Order becomes discredited, and from wanb of a judicious

and proper selection of its members sinks in value and opinion, as it

fre(iuently happens that it is bestowed without any kind of reasonable
motive or due consideration^ but solely to content idle curiosity or for

sake of good fellowship. The popular view taken would seem to be, that,

as Freemasonry is a public institution, we have no right to refuse any one
who comes with fair credentials. This is a great fallacy. The Order of

the Temple, necessarily circumscribed in numbers, is a select brother-

hood, and we have no right to admit into it those whom we would not
willingly introduce into our own families.

My correspondence during the past year with various portions of the
Order in England, Ireland, and the United States, has been most satis-

factory, and testifies to the interest taken everywhere in the advancement
of oiir Christian Orders. While all do not hold the same views, and many
consider that the adoption of exclusive principles on social grounds, and
the requiring from candidates a profession of Trinitarianism, are antagon-
istic to its connection with Freemasonry, it must be borne in mind that
these Orders are strictly Christian, and based upon the leading doctrines
of the Christian religion ; it surely ought to be the pride of all its mem-
bers to raise, not lower, the social standard, and to maintain the Order
within its proper sphere, not by endeavoring to give it the literal character
of the " Religious and Military Order," as in the olden time, but by con-
tining ourselves to the place it has now assumed, which the changes of

society have rendered necessary, and, by practising one of its fundamental
principles,, charity towards each other, prove to the world the sincerity of

our ties of brotherhood.

Anticipating the formation of a National Great Priory, the
Grand Prior proposed appointing a Committee to draw up a
code of statutes for future guidance, and to report upon such
matters as might be conducive to the prosperity of the Order
in Canada. Referring to this matter he said :

—
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it ji !

I;

One aubjeot has been frequently brought to my notice which had better

be decided on, viz., the advisability of introducing an out-door costume,
to be worn on special occasions, although I am personally opposed to all

public displays as detracting from the dignity of the Order, and can only

repeat what 1 have said on former occasions—that it is fur the best inter-

ests of the Order to avoid publicity as much as possible. The Committee
must be guided in the selection of an appropriate and uniform style of

dress by the necessity of modifying the exhibition of the peculiar dis-

tinguishing badges of the Orders. Public demonstrations of this kind are

seldom if ever indulged in by the Order in the British Dominions, as they

are very apt to draw down the ridicule of the common-sense, practical out-

sider. As bearing upon this subject I quote the following extract from
the interesting and instructive Kepoit on foreign correspondence of the

Grand Commandery of Maine, U. S., by V. E. Sir Kt. Josiah Drum-
mond :

—"To the Order in ueneral we repeat our caution ag.\inst the

existing tendency to submit the show of Templarism for its nubatance. In

yielding to the demand for outward demonstrations we attract to us those

who care only for display, and repel those who practise our principles."

Turning to the interesting subject of the recent reorganiza-

tion of the Order which had not only become law, but of which

law the Dominion Templars were so shortly to be the admin-

istrators on their own behalf in Canada, the Grand Prior

followed up the remarks in his last annual Address, by again

reverting to some of the objections raised to such reconstruc-

tion, and the objects sought by the Commissioners, in the

Union of the Great Priories of England and Ireland.

Amongst those objections is that of the name " United Religious and

Military Orders." Now the Orders were originally composed of ''Mili-

tary Monks," partaking both of the character of "Soldiers and Priests,"

and they had also in the Templar Order, a class exchisively clerical who
devoted themselves to the civil and religious affairs of the Order, and took

no part in warfare. History informs us that the Orders of the Temple
and St. John were, during the Crusades, antagonistic to each other, and
frequently engaged in open warfare ; but after the suppression of the

Templars, their Order, although prescribed by the Pope, still enjoyed

possessions in Scotland, and retained, conjointly with that of the Hos-

pitallers of St. John of Jerusalem, lands in common, and it was not until

the era of the Reformation that the whole possessions of the combined
Templars and Hospitallers were declared forfeited to the Crown, on the

grounds that the services, required on oath by the Preceptor, were to

defend and maintain the Roman Catholic faith. From this union, that

existed before the Reformation, the name United Orders has been

adopted. It requires no great stretch of faith to believe that on their

dispersion, many of the members, who we know had joined the reformed

religion, may have sought a connection with the Masonic Society, to pre-

serve the memory of their chivalry from oblivion, as we find that after

this period the Order of Knights Templars and of Malta were always

given together in Encampments connected with Freemasonry ; hence the

mistake and confusion of name in styling them, as was formerly the

practice, " Knights Templars o/St. John of Jerusalen," whereas the two

Orders are quite distinct.

Some of the best Maaonio authorities of the present day repudiate the
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claim of the Order to be considered the legitimate descendants of the

Templars of the Crusades, asserting our Order was tirst introduced from
the continent of Europe in the middle of the last century, when it is

well known the old military Orders of knii^hthood were much prized in

the so-called higher degrees of Freemasonry, and which led to the forma-

tion uf Masonic degrees of knighthood, the names and historical legends

being identical with these old Orders. In this 1 cannot entirely agree, as

1 think there appears sutiicient evidence to show that the Templar Order
was never entirely suppressed, and that its legitimacy has been pre-

served and handed down to the present time by its connection with

uther Orders of knighthood and the Masonic society ; for so far as

can be collected from Masonic history and tradition, and tradition must
not be entirely set aside, an intimate connection had long existed

between the Chivalric Templars and Freemasonry represented by the

travelling guilds or societies who worked in stone and wood, and who,
under the direction of the ecclesiastical class, the chaplains or clerks of

the Templars, constructed the magnificent architectural and engineering

works that still exist in Asia and Europe, the admiration of all who behold

them.

It is a mistake to suppose that the dropping of the word " Masonic,"

can be held as in any way altering the connection between the Order and
Freemasonry. It is not inserted in the title of the Orders in Ireland,

Scotland, or the United States, and it may not be known that the name
" Masonic Knight Templar,'' was first used at the revival in 1846, on the
installation of Sir Knight Cliarles Kemys Kemys Tynte, as Grand Master
itnd successor to H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, when also the control

ufthe "Rose Croix" and " Kadosh " degrees, formerly given in Tem-
plar Encampments was surrendered to the " Ancient and Accepted Rite,"

a short time previously introduced from the United States of America.

At this revival of the Temple, new statutes, as well as changes in the
ritual and costume took place ; the former dress being black, the color of

.Malta, the white mantle,- the true badge of the Templar, not having been
hitherto worn.
With respect to the abolition of past rank, a most radical change for the

better has taken place. Such rank, though purely honorary, gave the
ris;ht to vote in perpetuity in Grand Conclave to any Knight who held the
same, thus placing the actual Preceptors (Commanders) of private Precep-
tories (Encampments), who might be supposed more directly to represent
the opinions of the various Preceptories, below all Past Grand Ofiicers,

and in a considerable minority in Grand Conclave.
With reference to the changes in the insignia and costume as laid down

in the Convent General Statutes. The Templar Cross is now charged, as
it is heraldically called, with the eight-pointed white Cross of Malta, that
is, placed on the centre of the Templar Cross, to signify the union of the
two Orders, and is called a cross "patent." I must confess, although
versed in heraldry, I am at a loss to understand the meaning of this term;
at first I thought it was a misprint for " potene " in allusion to the cross
of Jerusalem, but from the illustrations it appears to be one of the forms
of crosses of the old Teutonic Order, a modification of the cross jntee, but
more elongated. The other devices on the jewels are badges of the
ancieut Templars ; the Agnus Dei, or Holy Liamb, bearing the Bed Cross
banner

; and the representation of two knights mounted on one horse,
intending to clenote the original poverty of the Order. The armorial
bearing of the Temple barriaten of the present day is a pegasus or winged

-5
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hone, absurdly, it is said, derived from tlie latter badge, the two kni^^litn

being iniBtnken in later times for wings.

The stati' or badge of oflice, hitherto borne by Preceptors, but now
limited to (Ireat Priors, National Sub-Priors, Seneschals, and Provincial

Priors, is erroneously called an abacuH, and this misnomer is unfortunate

ly continued in the new statutes ; the proper name is buciiliia, meaning'

a

staff carried by a Bishop or Abbot as an ensign uf dii^'nity and authcirity.

nnd is the proper Templar pastoral staff of office, on the top of which la an

octagonal figure surmounted by a cross-patec' ; the cross referring to the

Christian character of the Order, and the octagon, in this and other ".aaen

where it is found, alluding, it is said, to the eight beatitudes.

A tunic or cassock, the regulations say, may be worn with a crosg

gules (led) on the breast : the term cassock seems to me the more correct

one, the tunic being in fact the surcoat of old which we know wasusodtd
protect the wearer of armour from the effect of the sun, and the armour
itself from dust and rain. The cassock was no doubt part of the haliit

worn in times of peace and in council ; the cross interpreted liteially.

would mean a plain (Greek) cross, although drawings have been sent out

from London in which a long Passion Cross is depicted on a white tunic,

the same as worn by Scottish Templars. I should recommend that <i

black cassock be worn with the plain Ked Cross, the change of the outer

mantle for meetings of the Preceptory or Priory seems to be quite suf-

ficient, and it should be left optional to have the under habit black or

white, so many garments and so much changing being very inconvenient.

The peculiar form of the well-known Cross of Malta has been always
looked upon as a mysterj' ; it is formed evidently in the shape of iuhct,'

tails joined in a small centre. Now, as the Greek word for fish IX<-) I 2i

contained the initials of the name and titles of Christ, the figure of a fiHh

was one of the early Christian symbols, and this form of cross may have

been adopted as an allegorical allusion to the Saviour. The eight points

of the Cross are also said to refer to the eight beatitudes. (Note.)

My long connection with the Orders of '* The Temple " and of " St.

.John," and the attention I have given to their history and organization,

induces me thus far to supplement my explanations givon last year of the

object and intention of the late alterations, in reply to the objections of

many old members who will not admit that any change from the establish-

ed usages they have been accustomed to can be of advantage.

In concluding these remarks, a question naturally arises. To what pur-

pose and practical use can these Orders be now applied ? The answer to

which is, that while the actual cause which called forth all the religious

and military enthusiasm of their founders has long ceased to exist, there

are atill in the present day solemn duties to perform, by practising that

charity and love to our fellow-creatures which consists principally in alle-

viating the sufferings of the destitute and oppressed.

Fralres !—We are shortly to be formed into an independent and in-

fluential national body. Let us then, at the commencement of our career,

follow the example of the Protestant Branch of the Order of St. John in

England, and devote a portion of our time and means to the hospitaller

duties enjoined by the rules of the Order, " Fro ulititate horninum," and,

Note.—It/dovS Xptdrui Seov Tioi Soori/p. Jesus Christ, Son of God,

Saviour of mankind. Fishes are aUo emblematic of Christ generally, in

allusion to the call of the Apostles.—Matt. iv. 19. The pointed oval

form of ecolesisatical seals was derived from the shape of the body of a

fish, as a figure of Christ, and is called vesica piscis.
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as far aa lies are in our power, advance and promote the uaefnlness of

the various Maaonic iuBtitutions organized for the relief of the aged, the

sick, and the destitute.

Tlio Committee appointed to prepare n report upon the ad-

dress characterized it as " but one of many such instructive

messages delivered from time to time by the Grand Prior in

tlio best interests of the Order. In themselves, they form a

literature of Templar history and learning which would never

otherwise come within the knowledge of many Fratres in Can-
ada, and which will well repay their careful consideration and
study.'

The Committee joined with the Grand Prior in expressing

regret at the delay exhibited by Convent General in acceding

to tlio desire of the Canadian Fratres to be formed into a Na-
tional body, and supported him " in deprecating the too fre-

([uent appearance in public of the members of our Order, and
cannot agree with those who desire any modification or change
in the costume of the Order, which would tend to encourage, or

facilitate, such display."

A member of the Committee had prepared the following

paragraphs for insertion in the report, but was unavoidably

absent when it was drafted. The suggestions contained in

them are practical, if not unique, and may at some future time

be acted upon

:

" Your Committee entirely concur with the Grand Prior in his view
that it is time that this chivalric Order openly declared its dotermination
to j{ive its influence and means * pro utilUate hominum,' to which
end it might be suggested that a ward in some hospital, to be called

the ' Templar Ward ' might be founded, in which succor and attendance
might be given to incurables, without respect to nationality or creed.

This class of sufferers might be selected for the reason that their cases be-

ing hopeless, it is to be feared that in many instances interest in them
declines, and they are allowed to close a wretched ozistence without those

alleviations that constant care and watchfulness alone can give.
" Or, the funds of the Order might be devoted to education, specially

militar}, education, as being more consonant with the ancient principles of

the Order. As in this day, the duty of protecting pious pilgrims is of course
obsolete, the duty might, with perfect consistency, be substituted of edu-
cating a certain number of youths, relatives of our poorer members, and
while giving them the benetit of a sound scientific education, at the same
time be preparing them as defenders of the country in time of war, thus
carrying out the old chivalric principle ; and this| might now be readily

effected by paying the fees of a certain niimoer of. students at the Military
College of the Dominion, about to be established, in all cases giving a
preference to the relatives of Templars.
" Or, as our Order is the combined Orders of Templars and Hospitallers

both of these objects might possibly be carried out, and thus a move be
made towards the application of the funds of the Order to the glory of

God and benefit of mankind.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

BiiiMNo Discontent—EmiLANo's Indifference Bears Fruit—

A

Champion at Convent Genekai,—Condition of the Preceptories

—The Eiohth Annual Assembly—TemplaRIsm, Ancient and Mo-
hekx.

7^W
i%

<:% HE time for the holding of the Eighth Annual As-

r^ seinbly of the Dominion Grand Priory arrived,

%\ without the long-expected change in the status of

^p' j the Order in Canada having received the counten-

ance and sanction of either Convent General or

H R. H. the Supreme Grand Master. That a pardon-
able feeling of irritation at this apparent and undeserved
slight existed, will readily be believed, and few at the

present day would blame the Fratres who, from the depths of

their indignation, gave vent to hints and suggestions of seces-

sion. Indeed the ^erm of dissatisfaction was assuming such
proportions, that had it not been for the excellent tact of the

(iraiul Prior, assisted by the cooler and more patient of those

about him, an open rupture would have exhibited itself. The
Grand Prior, as will be seen by his remarks later on, not only
excused and palliated the ebullition of discontent, but he in a

measure commended it, and did not spare his criticism when
"lealing with the source and cause of the annoyance. The har-

monious relationship existing between the Templars of Canada
and our Fratres across the line, who enjoyed complete freedom
in the government of their State Grand Encampments, contrib-

uted not a little to nourish the newly-born desire to start out
as an independent body, confident in its own strength for a
prosperous future. Aware of that strength, yet conscious

withal of the measure of justice which shielded the display
of incipient rebellion, the Grand Prior condemned the cause
and approved the effect. Calmly and dispassionately he re-

viewed the situation, and taking Grand Priory into his conti-

nence, succeeded for the time being in allaying the turbulence.
He, however, while deploring the apparently studied indiffer-
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ence of the English authorities, set liis face resolutely against

any agitation in favour of separation, and advanced such cogtnt

reasons to support his contentions, that he lulled to calm the

tempest that threatened more than once to disturb the serenity

of the Order. It was a fitful rest, however. The seed sown
by England's negligence to the claims of her Canadian Fnitie.-,

at this time was planted in kindly soil, and a continued as-

sumption of inditierence helped it to fruition in. later years.

For the sovereign independence enjo3'ed by Canadian Templars

at the present, England's lofty disregard cf righteous demands
at that time may with reasonable justice be advanced as

prime factor.

The Order in Canada, notwithstanding, continued to thrive,

while from England came reports of dissension and discontent.

The Fratres there were at issue on the question of changes in

the Constitution, and many and frequent were the complaints

and heartburnings over matters that should have been adjusted

by a delicate but undivided attention on the part of those in

authority. Ireland appears to have expressed a cheerful wil-

lingness to labour with England, while Scotland declined all

invitations to co-operate, and maintained a steady desire to

keep within its own domain and work after its own fashion.

Thus it happened that Convent General was never the success

its promoters hoped for. The Great Prior of England, the Earl

of Limerick, was one ot those who perseveringly championed
Canada's claims, and remained its unswerving friend. He real-

ized that the elevation of Canada to the stAtus of a National

Great Priory would strengthen Convent General, but his efforts

appear to have been handicapped by events over which he had

no control. Our own Grand Prior pays a graceful tribute to

the courteous attention of this nobleman in all matters of cor-

respondence relating to Canada, and to him indeed may be

attributed the recognition which finally was accorded to the

memorial from th 3 Dominion Fratres.

Two only of the Canadian Preceptories were this year re-

ported as not being heard from, one of which, the " Harington'

of Trenton, being characterized as * virtually extinct,' inasmuch

as it had never made returns since the warrant Was granted.

The " Sussex " Preceptory, which had its birth at Stanstead,

and was subsequently removed to Dunham, did not improve

by change of location, and was again shifted, this time to Mon-

treal, where the Grand Prior hoped it would secure a new lease

of life.

During the year the silent scythe cut down three faithful

Knights, all of whom had attained to rank in both Templar

ii
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ami Masonic bodies, Judge William Mercer Wilson, Rev. Canon
Septimus Ramsay, and Arthur M. Sowden.
Severe illness occasioned the regrettable absence of the Grand

I'rioi- from the annual assembly of Grand Priory, held in the

Masonic Temple, St. Catharines, on the 12th August, 1875, the

throne being assumed by V. Em. Frater Sanniel B. Harman,
Orand Sub Prior. There were present V^. E. Fratres James A.

Henderson. C. D. Macdonnell, E. M. Copeland, Rev. V. dem-
enti, Hugh A. MacKay. J. J. Mason, David McLellan, A. G.

Smyth, L. H. Henderson, W. N. Braund, E. Goodman, William

Voung, E. H. ( Joft", W. C. Morrison, E. R. Carpenter, G. Wat-
son, 1). Spry, Jas. Norris, R. P. Stephens, T. C. Macnabb, W.
Carey, R. J. Hovenden, G. S. Birrell, W. Chattield, J. O'Don-
nell, R. Ratcliffe, I. H. Stearns, C. W. Woodford, Jas. Seymour,

I. P. Willson, Jas. Bridges G. H. Hewson, Henry Robertson,

R. Kincaid, Daniel Betts, Wm. Kerr, G. Watson, J. O'Connor,

J. B. Nixon, W. H. Weller, J. B. Neflf, C. E. Black, and visiting

Frater, A. P. Frieseman, Bloomsbury, Pa.

The Grand Prior's address read to the assembled Fratres was
lis follows :

The high contidence and respect of which I have been the proud recipi-

ent at the hands of the Templar Bjdy in Canada from the period of my
introduction of the Order twenty years ago, and during my presidency

ever since, would, I feel at this juncture, be ill repaid did I hesitate to

reciprocate that confidence and respect by entering into a calm and dis-

passionate view of our position, and any further action it may be advis-

able to take in view of certain difhcultiea and anomalies that undoubtedly
, surround us, and especially as relating to our status as a Grand body in

relation to the other Templar organizations on this continent. These
were most fairly set forth in our Memorial to the Convent General of

England and Ireland, in 1873. I purpose, therefore, at this meeting to

lay before you unreservedly my own impressions, confidently trusting

that from a wise and temperate course on your parts may result conclusions
calculated to promote the advancement and stability of the '* Militia " of

the Temple in Canada. I cannot but be sensible that you have every
reason to complain of the manner you have been treated by the neglect of

the Chancellerie in England in bringing forward a plain mutierof-fact
Memorial, thegrantin^^of which we plainly shewed was in the best inter-

ests of the Order, and" was clearly provided for by the Statutes of Convent
(ieneral ; and that such complaint should be followed by impatience, and
a desire that definite and conclusive action should at once be taken on
the matter in England.
The resolution adopted at our last Grand Priory askin<r H. R. H. the

(hand Master to assent to the prayer of the Memorinl, 1 duly forwarded
to His Lordship the Great Prior of England to be laid before His Royal
Highness. In addition to an othcial acknowledgment, I had the pleasure
iif receiving communications from the Great Prior, Lord Limerick, written
with his characteristic courtesy and friendly expressions of interest in all

that relates to this Grand Priory, naming that he had written to the Grand
Arch-Chancellor agreeing with what was sought for by us ; and he explains

i.l
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with regard to the delay which had taken place, that the protracted ab-

sence of the Grand Master on the continent of Europe prevented his sig-

nature being obtained to the message relating to the petition ; while the

lamented death of the Duke of Leinster, the Great Prior of Ireland,

immediately before the last Convent General met in Dublin, had caused
considerable difficulties to arise in the way of the transaction of any im-

portant business, but he assures me that at the next Convent General, tn

be held this year in London, he would see that there was no further delay,

and that he had no doubt that a satisfactory result would be arrived at.

Under these circumstances 1 am sure that you will agree with me that no

further steps can be taken until a reply is received from the Convent
(•eneral. I may add that I have myself written to the Vice-Chancellor in

London, requesting he would send us the earliest information of action

being taken, availing himself, if necessary, of the Atlantic cable ; and 1

have just received through this channel intimation of the meeting of

Convent General being definitely fixed for the U9th of October.
I am aware that total separation from the Order in England has been

mooted by members of this Grand Priory, caused, no doubt, by irritation

at the apparent contemptuous negligence in attending to our reasonable
request, but I have always contended, and still maintain, that our proper
position is to continue firm in our allegiance to the iSupreme Head of the

Order in England. It is not only the most natural, but where else could

we find so honorable a banner to serve under as that of the heir to the

throne, who rules us with the sanction and approval of H. M. Gracious

Majesty the Queen ? Separation would place the Templars of Canada in

a very secondary positioii, as a mere adjunct to the Masonic body, attached

to, and tolerated on sufi'erance on\y ; whereas we are now an integral part

of an Order, great joer se, desiring a continuance of our connection with the

parent stock. At the same time I fully concur in the steps taken by the

Grand Priory, and contend that we are entitled to hold the position of a

National or Great Priory, co-equal with those of the Nationalities of the

empire, and under the direct rule of our Royal Grand Master. We feel

that it is not consistent with the dignity of this vast Dominion or the high

position the Order now holds in Canada, and the confidence and self-

reliance of its members in their own ability to sustain its prestige, to be

recognized merely as a subordinate body of the Great Priory of England
;

and I am fully prepared to assist in attaining this end by using every

lawful means in our power, while discountenancing any hasty movement
that would tend to rend asunder ties that we have always been taught to

consider sacred, nor can I consistently take part in any action for inde-

pendence unless sanctioned by constitutional authority of the parent body
who may themselves desire this separation.

I regret to find that amongst some of the Preceptories in England much
discontent and dissatisfaction prevails at the recent changes in the Consti-

tution : objections being made principally to the omission of the word
Masonic in the title of the Order, the abolition of Past Rank, and change
in the ofbcers' titles ; and memorials have been forwarded from some uf

the Provincial Priories to the Great Priory expressive of their disappro-

bation, and complaining that the changes had been adopted without time

being allowed for a full discussion by the members of the Order at large,

It appears lo me that, in great part, such complaints in England as to the

working of the new Statutes ure founded on erroneous ideas and want of

proper information. The mere non-insertion of the word Masonic in the

title of the Order is in no way an alteration of the Constitution, and there

has been no severance of the Masonic connection but the reverse, as the
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recent rule extends the Masonic qualification, and no change was made
in the old law. It is useful to remember that the word MaHunk has not
been dropped, it has simply not been inserted in the new title of the

Order, which was necesnary, because the official titles in England, Scot-

land, and Ireland, all differed ; in the same way, no new names of officers

have been created, the commissioners appointed to revise the Statutes

having only made a choice, out of titles already used in England, Scot-

land, and Ireland, of those which seemed most in consonance with the
spirit of the Order, taking what seemed best from all, and desiring not
tu favor any one of the Nationalities. Unfortunately, the union of the
(jrand Body of Scotland has been delayed ; but the Committee had no
reason to suppose this would be the case, and took what was good from
the Scottish branch of the Order, as well as from the others. As regards

past rank, the number of officers, who, in the course of years, carried such
rank, rendered the Order simply ridiculous, and which might be likened

to an army of oilicers and no soldiers ; the expressed wish iri this case has
not, however, been ignored, and the proceedings of the Great Priory in

May last, recently received, notify that a partial restoration of past rank
has been recommended by the Council, and the subject remains open for

further discussion. My own opinion is, that Bome other way of reward-
ing ^'ational and Provincial officers for their services during the terms of

otHce might be devised.

Among other objections raised against the present titles a prominent
one is, "That the Order under the present designation tacitly assumes
an identity with the Templars of old, which deprives it of its legitimate

claim to be treated as an integral portion of the entire system of Free-
masonry." Should this claim to represent the Ancient Order be set aside,

the Craft, at the same time, ignoring it as a degree of Masonry, what
does it represent ? It seems almost a sufficient aud conclusive answer to

such objection in England to refer to the last clause of the Articles of

I. nion of the Grand Lodges of England in 1813, which provides for meet-
ings of the degrees of Chivalry according to the constitutions of the said

Orders, clearly implying that the Templar degree was then considered
one of the Orders of Knighthood, albeit in connection with Freemasonry.
As this objection goes to the very foundation of the present organization
of the Temple, it is of the greatest importance that you should have the
fullest information, and I will, therefore, briefly trespass upon your time
and patience by giving you a short sketch of the Order, which I trust will

not be uninteresting, with my own impressions, gathered from my very
varied readings and researches on the subject.

Tlie Order commonly known as " Knights Templars," in connection
with the Masonic Society, represents, and has always been admitted to
represent, the Ancient Order of Knighthood of that name which had its

rise in the Crusades, and was instituted in 1118 ; violently, but only out-

wardly suppressed by Philip Le Bel, King of France, and Pope Clement
the r)th, by Bull of abolition dated 3rd April, 1312, the Order was not
entirely abolished ; its formal dissolution by the Pope and the confisca-

tion of its property could not and did not destroy all the brave and noble
spirits who had been so long associated together ; uniting themselves to

other existing Orders of Knighthood they perpetuated their own, and
thus preserving the memory, as well of their greatness as of their misfor-

tunes, continued their assemblies without attracting attention. The
accusations by which the suppression of the Order was sought to be
achieved by the Papal power, united with nearly all the monarchs of

Christendom, was but a cloak to conceal the actual motives which
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influenced their persecutors, and the pretences under cover of which tliey

were arraigned were utterly false and without foundation. When the

Holy Land was lost and abandoned, after the capture of Acre in May,
1291, the Templars, returning to their numerous wealthy Preceptories

spread over Europe, seemed to have given up all further thou^'hts of

lighting for the Ui^ly Sepulchre. The Order was no longer of use as a

military body, and it was felt that their day was past. Between them
and King Philip of France a bitter and undying hatred had been

engendered by numerous acts of arrogance and insubordination against

his authority. Their enormous wealth and great military power inflatnurl

his avarice and roused his jealousy, as leading them to aspire to a juris-

diction independent of kings, considering themselves superior to monarchs
and other potentates. On the other hand, they arrogated to themselves

a higher degree of knowledge in all things, and taught in their secret

conclaves, where none but the most trusted members were admitted, that

the Papal power was a false and dangerous assumption of authority over

the minds and consciences of men, and that very many of the dogmas of

Rome were gross and childish superstitions ; they also cultivated and

assumed more liberal views of faith and religion than those current at

the time, being well acquainted with the ancient mysteries, the learning,

legends, and traditions of the people they had come in contact with

in the East—hence the Order of the Temple was felt by both King and

Pope to be highly dangerous to the 4>erpetuation of their despotism over

the souls as well as the bodies of njankind, and was followed by the most

ruthless attempts to utterly destroy it.

Attempts have been made at different times to revive the Chivalric

Order of the Temple and restore it to its former recognized position

amongst the Orders of Knighthood, but without any satisfactory result,

and various theories have been brought forward to account for the con-

nection that exists between it and Freemasonry. The origin of this

connection has always been, and 1 believe will continue, one of those

enigmas which will never be satisfactorily cleared up, for there is no real

connection between the Order and Freemasonry as regards aim, object,

and ceremonial, still the Order as now known requires that Freemasons,
and Freemasons only, can be admitted to its Chivalry, bnt it is an error to

class it amongst the purely Masonic degree*, a classification for which

there is no warrant. Its Christian and Trinitarian character is sufiicient

proof of this. It merely claims to have traditionally preserve^, the dogmas
and rites of the I'emplars from oblivion, perpetuating in a symbolic form

the idea on which the original Order was founded. Amongst the many
theories set forth as proofs of that legendary claim, some writers

confidently assert that the Order in its present form was preserved anH

handed down through what are called the Haiites Grades, a system of

rites and degrees principally derived from the ancient mysteries and

secret societies of the middle ages, to which attention was first directed

on the continent of Europe at the beginning of the last century. Many
of them had long previously existed, although, from their secret nature

and the absence of written records of their proceedings, they were but

little known. The Templar ritualistic ceremonies were most probably in-

troduced into the speculative system of this high grade Masonry bysome of

the continental members of the Chivalric Order of the Temple, now obso-

lete, which it is said had been revived and continued from the time of the

martyrdom of Da Molay, and that the Order thus preserved was after-

wards grafted on the English York Rite of Free Masonry. There

appears to be some foundation for this theory, as the English modern

iSi
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Templars conferred for many years, in the body of their Encampments,
the degrees known as the " Rose Oroix," now the 18th degree of the

A. iV. A. S. Rite, and the " Kadosh," the 30th degree of the same Rite ;

and it was only a few years since, that these grades were surrendered by
the greater number of the Encampments in England to the A. & A. S.

Rite, on its establishment there, while they are still retained by a few

of the most ancient of the bodies of English Templars. The Order
called " Knight Templar Priest," or " Holy Wisdom," was also a grade
conferred in the Encampments, claiming to have been instituted in what
was called the Year of Revival, 1680, and was the religious ceremony
constituting Chaplains of the Order. The "Rose Croix" taught thts

Templar his faith—the greatest and most important truths of Christianity

—that by Christ and by His name only can he be saved. The "Kadosh"
was instituted to keep in perpetual remembrance the constancy, courage,

and sufTerings of the Templar Knights, and the martyrdom of their

Grand Master Jaques De Molay, at Paris, on 11th March, 1313. The
recei tion of the Templars was always in secret, none but members of the

Order being present ; and their formulas were hidden from the vulgar

eye. We have, therefore, reason for supposing that many of the features

of the esoteric communications at receptions have been preserved, and
handed down to us in the ritual of installation, by its association with
Freemasonry as a secret society.

The Order of Malta, originally known as the Knight Hospitallers of

St. John of Jerusalem, was a distinct Society from that of the Templars.
This grade keeps in remembrance this once famous Order and its amalga-
mation of a portion of the Templars, and the union that took place in

Scotland between these two Orders. The old Order of St. John and
Malta never had a secret system of initiation, or any connection whatever,
legendary or otherwise, with Freemasonry until the degree called

Knight of Malta appeared during the last century, connected with the
Templars of the York Rite, but quite distinct in its organization from
the military and political Order of Malta then occupying that island, and
has so continued to the present time. The combined Orders are now
known as the United, Religious and Military Orders of Knights Templars,

and Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes,
and Malta. The assumption of the name " Palestine " is only to be
accounted for as the Templars and Knights of St. John resided there for

several years. "Rhodes" and " Malta" from the Hospitallers of St.

John, not the Templars, having held possession of those islands—that of
" Rhodes " for 200 years after they were forced out of the Holy Land ;

and, when driven from that island by " Soliman the Magnificent," the
Emperor Charles Y. of Spain in 1530 gave them Malta, where they
remained until it was surrendered to the French in 1790, and the political

power of the Order abolished.

The installation of H. R. Highness as Grand Master of the Templar
Order, and the careful revision of the Statutes, in accordance with ancient

usages, has materially tended to restore it tu its pruper position. Few
can deny, excepting those determined to find fault, that a thorough
revision was required. If the Order is to be considered (and what else is

it i) as representing the Templars of the Crusades, it was surely necessary
to follow out the original organization as nearly as the usages of the pre-

sent age would admit. My own conviction remains unshaken as to the
legitimacy of considering ourselves as representing the ancient Order of

the Temple ; and in this I am certainly not singular, for at the installa-

tion of H. R. Highness as Grand Master, the Arch-Chancellor of the

'
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Order, Judge Townaend, LL.D., of Dublin, in his beautiful address,

speaks of the Prince havini; been admitted a Templar under the auspices

of a Sovereign who claimed to be a lineal successor of the ancient (iriiml

Masters of the Order, alluding to Sweden. There, it is asserted, one of

the original members of the "Order of Christ," in Portiiual, the naine

assumed in that kingdom by the Templars after their dispersion, had

received authority to disseminate the Order, and had introduced it into

Sweden, where it was subsequently incorporated with Freemasonry (*).

In concluding this subject, I cannot help commenting strongly uiion

what I consider a most uncalled for remark, made by some of the objec-

tors to the new Statutes :
" That there is neither foundation nor histori-

cal Ies;ends to support the numerous changes ;" and, "That the newly

created honours of ' Grand Crosses ' and ' Commander,' being only attain-

able at the pleasure of the Grand Master, will only be an excuse for

exclusiveness and favoritism " I am afraid that the old adage holds

good here :
" That we are apt to despise in others what we do not possess

ourselves." This was scarcely the return to be expected for the praise-

worthy elTorts of the framers of the new Statutes to raise the status and

dignity of the Order. H. K. Highness, being next to the Crowned Head,

is the fountain of honour, and, did he wish to follow the example of

the Swedish branch, could cause " the decoration " to become civil-

recognized by the State. Hailing, as we do, from that grandly romantic
period of English history, the time of the Crusades, the Order cannot be

questioned as to its objects and history. I will only add here, and that

most impressively, that while thus endeavouring to !>ive you some in8igl\t

into its history and present position, it must not be supposed there is a

desire on my part, <irthat of any true Templar, to ignore the obligations

the Order owes to Freemasonry, which has so long fostered it, or weaken
a full allegiance to tha^ most honourable and time-honoured institution.

It becomes my painful duty to announce to you, that during the short

period that has elapsed since our last annual meeting, the hand of tlie

fell destroyer has again weighed heavily upon us. I respectfully refer to

three of our brethren who are now at rest, and have passed from our

sight forever. The Grand Master of Canada, Judge William Mercer
Wilson, ended bis earthly pilgrimage at Simcoe, Ont. , on the lOth Janu-
ary of this year : and will be long tuoumed and remembered by the whole
Masonic body in Canada ; few have been more esteemed and looked up to

as a ruler of the Craft, or deserved the high reputation he enjoyed as an

upright judge, a loyal subject, and a true Mason. He was born in Scot-

land, in 1813, and settled in Canada in 1832. He held the rank of Colonel

in the Militia, and did good service, during the rebellion, in command of

a troop of Cavalry. In February, 1862, he was installed a brother Tem-
plar in the Richard Cduir de Lion Preceptory of London, Ont., and was

subsequently elected E. Commander of the Godfrey de Bouillon Preceji-

tory, Hamilton ; was appointed to the rank of Grand Marechal in the

former Grand Conclave of England, and held the ofhce of District Pro-

vincial Grand Prior of Western Ontario, at the time of his death, a very

few weeks before which he wrote to me expressing his anxious wish to fill

(*) When the Templar Order was dissolved, Pope John XXIII. gave permission
in 1319 to re-establish it in Portugal. This Order was spcularized in 1789, divided
into (irand Crosses, Commanders, and Knights, and the Grand Mastership vested

in the King of Portugal. The Cross of the Order is a red cross patee, elongated in

tho lower limb, charged with a plain white cross, both crosses fimbriated gold.

This may have originated our united Order cross, namely, the Templar Crost^

charged with that of Malta.

lions, payu
and indefat
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satisfactorily his oDioe of Provincial Prior, and advance the prosperity of

the Order in Canada.
The Rev. Canon Septimus Ranisay, M.A., of Newmarket, Ont., a

scholar of high and varied attainments, a divine of powerful elociueuce,

and a deeply read Mason, who was admitted into the Order in the Mount
Calvary Encampment, Orillia, Ont., and held the past rank of District
Provincial Commander of the former Grand Conclave ; and Sir Knit(ht
Arthur M. Sowden, a member of the Richard C(our de Lion, of Mon-
treal, Preceptory, and a Past Grand Ofticer of Grand Conclave, have also

tlied within the last few months, both English by birth, who had made
Canada their home. Sir Knight Sowden was a promising and most tal-

ented Civil Engineer, and held the olhce of City Engineer of the City of

Ottawa : on his death the municipal authorities of that city passed resolu-

uuns, paying a handsome and well deserved compliment to his talents

and indefatigsble attention to the duties of his othce

—

" Thiit we Hhall die, we know ; 'tis but the time,

And drawing days out, that men stand upon."

At the meeting of the last Great Priory of England, a very important
addition to the Statutes was made, " That no candidate be received who
is a non-resident of the jurisdiction of a Preceptory to which he seeks
admission, unless he sign a declaration whether or not he has been
rejected from any other Preceptory whatever, and present a recommen-
datory certihcate from the Chief Officer of the jurisdiction in which he
liad resided." Attention was also directed to Section four of the Great
Pii(>ry Statutes, and ruled by the Great Prior, that all members of Pre-
ceptories in arre;<rs were disqualified from voting in Grand Priory.

1 am happy to say that the Acting Grand Chancellor of Grand Priory
reports that all the Preceptories of the Dominion are in good standing
and arrears paid up, with the exception of ** Mount Calvary," of Orillia,

and " Harington," of Trenton. The former, I am led to understand, is

making every exertion to be again placed on the active roll, the latter is

virtually extinct, inasmuch as it has never made returns since the warrant
was granted ; but in this case, also, advice has been just received of a
meeting being held with a view to reorganization ; both these Preceptories
iiuist, however, remain under suspension, until full returns and payments
lire made. The " Sussex " Preceptory of Dunham, Que., I have removed
to Montreal, in consequence of its being found impossible to assemble a
(luorum to open the Preceptory for the last twelve months, owing to the
retired situation of the village, and its distance from the residences of the
members. It was understood at the time I consecrated this Preceptory,
that if unsuccessful, I should remove it to Montreal, where the present
and past Preceptors as well as the Registrar reside, and where there are
3ume six Royal Arch Chapters, and more than twenty Craft Lodges.
In conclusion, I again say how entirely I agree with this Grand Priory

in the feeling of disappointment and regret at the delay, however un-
avoidable, which has taken place in obtaining the decision of the Convent
General to our Memorial ; and the more so as I am anxious to propose
certain changes which, I trust, will be acceptable, as soon as we are in a
position to regulate our own affairs and make our own Statutes.

The Grand Prior concluded his most instructive and enter-

taining address by deservedly eulogising the acting Grand
Chancellor, V. E. Frater S. B. Barman, "who so promptly
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volunteered his valuable services on the death of our late Grand

(Jhancellor, to act until a successor was appointed ; and this

at a time when he was suffering under great family affliction

and was fully occupied by his important and responsible public

duties as Treasurer of the City of Toronto."

A petition signed by twelve Fratres praying for the estalt-

lishment of a Preceptory at Chatham, Ont., and to be called

" Kent " Preceptory, was favourably received, and the Grand

Prior requested to issue his dispensation therefor.

The report of the Committee appointed to consider the

address of the Grand Prior embraced the following Clause,

which, it will be observed, indicated the feeling which actuated

the Fratres on a question of vital importance to the welfare of

the Order.

Your committee most entirely reciprocate the opinion entertained by

the Grand Prior with respect to the netjldct of the Chancellerie in Eng-

land to take immediate and prompt action regarding the Memorial for-

warded by the Grand Priory of Canada to the Convent General of the

( >rder, and the subsequent Resolution adopted unanimously at the last

Assembly of this Grand Priory, conveying our express wishes to H.R.H.

the Grand Master. While feeling surprise that the meeting of Convent

General has been so long delayed, they are glad to notice that its assem-

bling has been definitely fixed for the 29th day of October, and that the

Grand Prior has received assurances from the Earl of Limerick, Groat

Prior of England, that the matter will then be considered, and have hia

support, and they venture to express a hope that on an early day, subse-

quent to such meeting—should no reply be, in the meantime, received

from England—the Grand Prior will summon an emergent Assembly for

the purpose of taking such action in the premises as may be deemed most

conducive to the honour and the welfare of the Grand Priory of Canada,

suggesting that the Annual Meeting of the Board of General Purposes of

Grand Lodge to be held in Cobonrg next February, be selected as the

occasion of such Emergent Assembly.

This was accentuated by the following resolution which at

a later period of the Session was submitted and unanimously

adopted :—That with a view of enabling the several Precep-

tories in Canada to give an intelligent expression of opinion

on the valuable address of the V. H. & E., the Grand Prior,

and the Report of Grand Council thereon, copies be at oi
'^

forwarded to each Preceptory for consideration therein, so

that their qualified representatives may be instructed to inti-

mate their views, at the proposed Special Assembly of this

Grand Priory, to be held after the approaching session of Con-

vent General.

E. Frater, G. H. F. Dartnell, Chairman of the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence, in closing an excellent and exhaustive

report said :—We again allude with pardonable pride to the

respect with which our Grand Prior's addresses are received
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a-i^ji^iNrr) i=R.ioi=tir of the mo'jyEiisrioisr oip c^ist^jd^.
SUCCESS/OX OF a/^AND OFFJCEKS FKOM 1S73 TO uSjs. ,

Tltlei nnd Claasincatlon of Offleers under Convent Qeneral and areat Priory of Engfland.

Kank.

(J rand Trior, I) )inlnioii

(irnn'I Hul»- Prior

(Jrand Cliaiicflior

(irund Prelate

( irund C/DiiHtttlile

(imiul Murdhal

(Irund 'rreivHiuvr

Grand Kf;,'iMtrar

Officers.

( Jrand Vice C'liaacellor

(jlrand Sub-Marshal

(irand Assistant Siib-M.irHlial

G rand Almoner

(ira^d Assitftant Alinr)ner

Grand Ist Herald

Grand 2nd Herald

(irand Warden of ReL'.dia

1873.

W. J. H MacLeod Moore.

HtiMiuel K. llarinan

ThoiuaH Bird Iliirrin

•Uev. V. Clonienti, M.A.

VV. H. Hini|)Hon

(ieo. H. Dartiiell

Hufeh A. Mackay

John \V. Mtirtoii .

.

John J. Mawon . .

.

N. G. Bigelow . . .

,

Ff. (J. Summers. .

,

John Dumbrille. .

,

James Moore Irwin.

David Pitceathly . .

.

A. G. Smyth

Grand lat Standard Bearer l!«aac H. SttarnH.

( Jrand 2ud Standard Bearer.

.

Grand Prior'n Banner Bearer.

.

Grand Ist Aide-de camp

Grand 2nd Aide-decami) , . .

.

David McLellan .

.

J. G. A. LeBlanc.

James Greenfield.

.

J. B. Ni.xon

Grand Chamberlain. iYeoman Gibson.

Grand Assistant Chambei lain.

Grand Ist Captain of Guards.

.

Grand 2nd Captain of Guards

.

Grand Sword Bearer

A. F. Hoffman

John Nettleton

Thomas 6. Spickett

John Satchell

Grand Organist Henry Clay H uel

Grand Pursuivant iThomas Atkinson.

Grand Guard G. D. Dickson .

.

1874.

VV. J. B. MiuJ.eod Moore..,

187").

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore.

Samuel li. Ilurman 'Samuel II. Harm

Samuel B. Ha man (xetiiiKl

Rev. V. element!, M.A

QeorKe H. Dartnell

K. M. ('opelanil

Hugh A. Mackay

D. K. Munro

John J, Mas(m

llunhW. Chihholm.

G. T. Smithers

George C. Longley.

\V. N. Braund....

Edwin (loodman. .

.

Marcellus Crombie

.

John Easton

VV. C. Morrison. . .

.

Edson Kemp

J. H.Tilden

Daniel Sprj'

S. S Lazier

J. B.Trayes

G. D. Dickson

J. Stanton

K. J. Hovendon ...

G. S. Birrell

J. H. Cornish

John O'Donnell. , .

.

Richard Eatcliffe . .

.

L. H. Henderson.

Ilev. V. Olomenti, M.A.

John W. Murton.

K. J. Munet.

Hugh A. Mackay.

Isaac H. Stearns.

U. P. Stephens.

George ('. Longley.

Kdson Kemp.

VV. C. Morrison.

David McLellan.

A. (}. Smyth.

B. Curren, LLD.

E. R. Carpenter.

John Wright.

Yeoman (ribson.

VV. Doctor.

E. H. Gotf.

E. L. Berteaux.

J. Easton.

James Might.

George Watson.

VV. N. Brauhd.

W. Young.

T. C. MacNabb.

D. Ross.

B. Baker.

PR0VINCI.4L PRIOKS-(Takingr Rank with the Grand Sub-Pnor).

Ontario—Eastern Division

*' —Centre Division

" —Western Division

Province of Quebec

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick

James A. Hendeison.

Jamei K. Kerr

Thomas Bird Harris.

A. A. Stevenson

James A. Henderson

.

James K. Kerr

W. Mercer Wilson . .

.

W B. Simpson

Robert Marshall

James A. Henderson.

James K. Kerr.

James Seymour.

W. B. Simpson.

Robert Marshall.

*There were also appointed this year two Grand Chaplains—The Rev. James C. Smith, and the Rev. George H. Hridgeman.
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and largely ([uoted, and we trust, ere we resume the pen,

should we be called on to compile another report, the status

of Canada as an independent National Great Priory, co-equal

with those of the Nationalities of the Empire, will have been
secured, and increased opportunity thereby afforded for cul-

tivating friendly relations with the Templar Body at its many
" Head Quarters."



CHAPTER XXIV.

The National Ghbat Priorv of Canada.—Proceedings in Con \ em
(Jenehal.—Patents Creating the Great Priory and Appointing tiik

Great Prior.- Col. Moore's Address to the Fuatkes.—Remark-; ^n

Templar History,

,HE sun of Templarism shone outbrightly for C'ana<!a

at last. A new summer came to shed its generou-

warmth over tlio Order in the Dominion, and with

it new energy and lite.

When Grand Priory met in annual Assembly in the

city of Montreal, on the 10th day of August, 1876, it

met for the ninth and last time.

The edict had gone forth. Canada's right to be includeil

among tlie Templar nationalities had been acknowledged, ami

henceforth tlie domestic affairs pertaining to the Order would

not be regulated at a distance of three thousand miles.

Need it be stated then that among the goodly array oi

Knights that gathered in the Royal Albert Hall on this occa-

sion there was aught but satisfaction. It v/as I'etlected in evor\

face present. The relief experienced at receipt of the welcome

tidings from England, though keen was not demonstrati\(

Convent General had acceded to Canada's reasonable request at

the sacrifice of years of waiting. It was tardy justice at best,

and when it did come, the rejoicing that would otherwise ha\i

marked the event, had been tempered down to a quiet display

of contentment that England had finally been brought to rea-

son.

The meeting of Convent General was held on the 2!tth

October, in the preceding year, at which the Earl of Limerick

Great Prior of England, presided in the absence of H.R.H., thr

Supreme Grand Master. An extract from the proceedings in-

forms us t lat the Memorial from Canada was read by{the Arch-

Registrar Sir P. Cohjuhoun.

The Great Prior of England, in moving tliat the Canadian Memorial be

taken into conuideration, said he would state what was asked, and what

14.4
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was the present position of the Templars in Canada. The governing body
there was now called a Grand Priory, but it was in fact a Provincial Priory

under the Great Priory of England, but with this exception, that it was
allowed to retain some of the funds for local purposes. The Canadian
Templars felt that they and their officers occupied an inferior position in

their intercourse with the Templar Order in the United States. They
therefore decided that the Priory of Canada should be created a Great

Priory, with powers of self-government. Before Convent General con-

sidered the question it would be advisable to refer to the Clause of the

Convent General Statutes relating to Great Priories. It was as fol-

lows :

—

" The Grand Master shall appoint Great Priors to represent him in Eng-
land and Ireland, or, with the consent of the Convent General, in any of

the Colonies or British Possessions abroad."
It was clear that the appointment of a Great Prior took with it the

constitution of a Great Priory. It would naturally flow from him. That
was the statute bearing on the question, and there was, he thought, no
doubt of the power of the Grand Master, with the consent of Convent
General, to create Great Priories. Politically, Canada, as all knew, had
been created a Dominion, with a Local Parliament, subject only to the

Imperial Legislature. Masonically, it had independent Grand Craft

Lodges, and he believed that the same state of things existed with regard
to the Royal Arch. As regarded numerical atrenoth, Canada possessed

seventeen Preceptories, which were in a fairly flourishing condition. It

was for Convent General to consider whether the position of Canada was
such as to induce it to grant the members there the local self-government
which was asked, entirely subject to Convent General and the Grand
Master, but not to the English Great Priory. The Memorialists expressed
the most loyal sentiments, and had no desire to separate themselves from
the authority of the Grand Master. As Great Prior of England, he had
anxiously considered the prayer of the Memorial, and he was of opinion
that both the local circumstances and the numbers of the members of the
Order in Canada rendered it desirable that it should be granted. He
therefore moved

—

" That the Convent General, as provided in Conven'; General Str.tutes,

page 17, lines 26 to 30, assents to the prayer of the Memorial, and re-

spectfully recommends the same to His Royal Highness the Grand Mas-
ter."

Sir Knight Major S. H. Clerke, Sub-Prior of England, seconded the

motion.

Sir Knight Dr. Ringland wished to assent to every word that had been
said as to the expediency of granting the prayer of the Memorial ; at the

same time he asked whether the assent of the English Great Priory should
not first be obtained.

Sir Knight Colonel A. Ridgwajr thought it was advisable that the gen-
eral policy of conciliation should be made evident to the Canadians. He
was of opinion that the question was not one in which the Great Priory of

England was concerned. It appeared certain that the Statutes of the

Convent General had been wisely framed for an event such as was now
before it. No difficulty should be thrown in the way. The Memorial was
couched in terms that must recommend itself.

The Great Prior of England said he had carefully considered the ques-
tion, and was of opinion that, as the right to create Groat Priors arises out
of the Convent General Statutes, it was not necessary to refer the ques-
tion to the English Great Priory. Convent General could do so, however,



KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

i
M

^ i!

if it thought proper. The right to decide on the Memorial existed in Con-

vent General alone.

Sir Knight S. Lloyd Foster, K.C.T., agreed generally with the remarks

that had been made. He, however, wished to know whether Cauadu
could be acknowledged as a " nation " as contemplated by the Convint
General Statutes, and referred to the clause, page 8, lines 1 and 2.

The Great Prior of England said that the word "nation" was there used

in a special sense.

Sir Knight Major A. C. Cruickshank asked, if the ruling were correct

as related to the Great Priory of England, what would be the result if

the Great I'riory of Ireland desired to be consulted /

The Great Prior of England said his ruling was, that the Convent Gen-

eral was supreme.
The motion was then put and carried nem. con.

It will lie seen from the foregoing extract that whatever may
have been the sentiment regarding Canada's claim among tlie

members of Convent General there was no mistake about tlie

steadfast determination of the Earl of Limerick to continue

Canada's friend. His voice and intiuence were wholly directed

to secure the acquiescence of the meeting to the prayer of the

Memorial, and that the Canadian Fratres should thereafter

entertain for that nobleman a feeling of grateful affection is

litiJe to be wondered at.

\ \\

»..' \

Extract from the Proceedings of the Great Priory of Enfjland and Wah's,

held 10th December, 1S75. The Ver^j Eminent Major S. H. Clerb,
Great Sub-Prior, in the absence of the Earl of Limerick, Great Prior,

presid Ing

:

—
-

!

The Chancellor read the

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

containing itder alia the following paragraph :

—

" The Convent General, holden on the 29th October last, passed the

following Resolution respecting the formation of a National Great Priory

for the Dominion of Canada, viz. :

—

" ' That the Convent General, as provided in Convent General Sta-

tutes, page 17, lines 26 to 30, assents tc the prayer of the Memorial, and

respectfi.Uy recommends the same to the consideration of His Royal

Highness the Grand Master.'

"On the motion of Sir Knight S. Lloyd Foster, Provincial Prior, Staf-

fordshire and Warwickbhire, seconded by Sir Knight R. Costa, Past First

Grand Captain, the Report of the Council wa?» received and adopted."

Office of The Vict-ARCH-CHANOELLOK,
22 Chancery Lane, London,

1st July, 1870.

I hereby certify that a Resolution, a copy whereof is hereunder written,

was duly proposed, seconded, and carried nem. con. , at the meeting of the

Convent General, holden in London, on Friday, 29th October, 1875, on the

coBsideration of the Canadian Memorial.

WILLIAM TINKLER,
Vice-Arch-Chancellor,
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Copy of Resolution ahove Referred to.

" That the Convent General, as provided in Convent General Statutes,

paiio 17, lines 20 to liO, assents to the prayer of the Memorial, and respect-

fully recommends the same to the consideration of His Royal Highness
the Grand Master."

Certificate by the ARtH-CiiANciaLOR.

I hereby certify that in purduance of the above written Resolution, I

caused two Patents to be prepared in the Arch Chancery of the Temple,
one to create Canada into a Great Priory, and the other appointing Colonel
William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., to be the first Great Prior

of the Great Priory of Canada ; which Patents respectfully await the
pleasure of His Royal Hiuhness the Grand Master of the Order to atHx
his sign-manual thereto ; which being done the said Patents arc to be for-

warded to the Very Eminent the (ireat Prior of Canada, or his Chancellor
of tlie Great Priory aforesaid.

(Signed) J. F. TOWNSEND, LL.D,
Arch-Chancellor of the 'Temple. •; seal

30 Upper FitzWilliam Street,

Dublin, 3rd July, 1870.

PATENT
CREATING CANADA A NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY.

(Oriiiinal i/t Latin.)

MILITIA TEMPLI.

ALBERT EDWARD,
In the name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.

Know all ye who shall sei' or hear these presents :

That we, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales. High Steward of Scot-

land ; Duke of Saxony, Rothsay, and Cornwall ; Earl of Dublin, Carrick,

aud Chester ; Baron of Renfrew, and Lord of the Isles ; Of the Privy
Council of Our Lady the Queen ; Field Marshal in the Army ; Grand
Master of the Freemasons ; a Bencher of the Society of the Middle Tem-
ple ; Knight of the Orders of the Garter, t'e Thistle, St. Patrick, the
I'ath, the Star of India, the Golden Fleece, aud the Elephant ; Doctor of

Laws, &c., «&c., &G. ; By the Grace of God and the sufl'rages of our
Brethren and Fellow Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon of

Jerusalem, Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, Have of our own
special grace, and with the assent of Convent General, constituted the
Dominion of Canada a Great Priory, saving, nevertheless, all rights,

privileges, honour, and immunities, now or hereafter appertaining to Us
and Our Successors, and saving the rights of Convent General in the said

Ureat Priory, so that as to all other rights not reserved by these presents
the said Great Priory of Canada shall be on an equality with the Great
Priory of England and Wales.

In testimony whereof we have commanded these Letters to be made
Patent, and confirmed with the Seal of our Order.
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Dated at Our Palace of Marlborough, on the day of Saint Nazarius
and Saint Celsus, in the Year of Our Saviour Jesus Christ the (uiu

thousand eight hundred and seventy-sixth, and of our Order the seven
hundred and tifty-eighth.

Witnesses,— J. F. TOWNSPJND,
Arch- Chancellor,

i SEA I,

PATRICK Mac. C. DeCOLQUHOUN,
Arch-livgiistrur.

PATENT

AiToiMiNG Coi-ONEL WilliaM James Bdry MacLeod Mooke, G.C.T.,
Great Priok of the National Gkeat Prioky.

(Original /u Latin.)

MILITIA TEMPLI.

ALBERT EDWARD,
In the name of the Most Holy and Unj)1videi) Trinity,

Knuv all ivho .shall see and hear these presents :

That we, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, High Steward of Scot-

land ; Duke of Saxony, Rothsay, and Cornwall ; Earl of Dublin, Carrick,

and Chester ; Baron of Renfrew, and Lord of the Isles ; Of the Privy

Council of Our Lady the Queen ; Kieid ^^""rshal in the Army ; Grand
Master of the Freemasons ; a Bencher of the Society of the Midi lie Tem-
ple ; Knight of the Orders of the Garter, the Thistle, St. Patrick, tlie

Bath, the Star of India, the Golden Fleece, and the Elephant ; Doctor of

Laws, ttc, «fcc., &c. ; By the Grace of God and the suffrages of our

Brethren and Fellow Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon of

Jerusalem, Moat Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, Have of our own
special grace constituted and appointed by these presents our illustrious

and well-beloved Brother and Fellow Soldier, Colonel William James
Bury MacLeod Moore, Great Prior of Canada, to have and to hold to him
the Degree and dignity of Great Prior of the Great Priory of Canada,
with full authority and jurisdiction within the Dominion of Canada afore-

said, according to the tenure and form of the Statutes and customs of our

said Order, reserving and excepting, nevertheless, all things necessary to

be reserved and excepted, to Us and Our Successors.

In testimony whereof we have commanded those Letters to be made
Patent, and confirmed with the Seal of our Order.

Dated at Our Palace of Marlborough, on the day of Saint Nazarius

and Saint Celsus, in the Year of Our Saviour Jesus Christ the one

thousand eight hundred and seventy-sixth, and of Our Order the seven

hundred and tifty-eighth.

Witnesses,

-

SEAL

J. F. TOWNSEND,
Arch-Vhanccllvr.

PATRICK Mac. C. DeCOLQUHOUN,
A nh-Registrar.
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Armed with these documentary authorities the (Janadian

Fratres met to dissolve Grand Priory, and inaugurate the

National Great Priory of Canada. It was a grave and impor-

tant era in the history of Templarism, and each and all were
sensible of the fact. In one sense the delay had been bene-

ficial. The Grand Prior and his eHicient otHcers, mindful of

the counng change, had employed the interval to advantage.

Every preparation for the new regime had been made and
revised. The entire absence of confusion was but an augurv
of the regularity and decorum that henceforth characterized

the new order of things. The garb of greatness was taken on
with as much ease as the mantle of complete dependence
was doffed. An atmosphere fresh and pure was being breathed,

and when the functions of the inaugural assembly were com-
pleted, the Fratres realized that they were nearer their true

position, and went to work under their National title with
National inspirations and National confidence.

The Venerable Grand Prior, Col. MacLeod Moore, ascended
the throne that morning proud of the Order which he had
resuscitated and which he had seen grow to such noble pro-

portions. Around him were gathered his faithful co-workers

—

many since called away to their reward, but whose names will

live while the records of Canadian Templary exist. Among
the most prominent were: V. Era. Fratres, S. B, Harman, Giand
Sub Prior; Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C., Jas. K. Kerr, Q.C., James
Seymour, and W. B. Simpson, Provincial Priors ; llev. V.

dementi, Grand Prelate ; L. H. Henderson, Grand Chancellor;

C. D. MacDonnell, Grand Constable ; Fred. J. Menet, Grand
Marshal ; Henry Robertson, A. S. Kirkpatrick, R. P. Stephens,

Daniel Spry, E<lson Kemp, Jas, Greenfield, David McLellan,
A. G. Smvth, Jas. Moffat, Jas. B. Nixon, Thos. Sargant, Yeo-
man Oib«)n, W. Docter, E. H. GofF. J. O'Connor, VV. Carey, R.

J. Ilovenden, Geo. Watson, H. A. Baxter, J. O'Donnell, \V. D.
(Jordon, Donald Ross, Benj. Baker, Wm. Kerr, C. A. Sorley, W.
Love joy. M.D., Jas. Martin, etc.

Congratulations on the altered condition of affairs opened
the address of the Grand Prior who said :

It is with more pleasure than I can well express that I now meet you,
and have the privilege assigned to me of congratulating you on the attain-

ment of our wishes, in the establishment of a National and Independent
(Jreat Priory of Knights Templars for the Dominion of Canada. Circum-
stances which were quite unforeseen, and which it is not now necessary to

refer to, prevented our memorial being fully brought to the notice of

H. R. Highness the Grand Master until last year, when I received a
ccmuuunication from the Aich-Chancellor, the Hon. Judge J. F. Town-
send, LL.D., of Dublin, saying that he had received the commands of
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tho Prince of Wales, addressed to Iiini as his Arch-Chancellor, to inform

the C/'aiiadian niemorialiats that H. 11. 11. had directed their petition to be

dealt with at tho next Convent (Jeneral according to the statutes, under
his advice as tho Arch-Chancellor of the Order. The Convent General did

not meet until tho 20th of last October, when, in the absenco of H. 1{. H.
in India, the Earl of Limerick, (Jreat Prior of England, presided, who witli

his wonted feelings of good will and interest towards theCiinadian brain h

of the Order, not only brought forward the memorial, but moved iuid

warmly supported the motion of a resolution, seconded by iho Sub-Prior,

Major Shadwell II. Gierke, that the prayer of the petition be adopted, l)y

admitting Canada into the union of the Temphir Body of England and
Ireland as the National (Jreat Priory of tho Dominion of Canada. Tu
this the Convent General acceded in the most cordial manner, as inti-

mated to me a few days after the meeting, by the courtesy of the (irtat

Prior, Lord Limerick. A certified copy of this resolution, signed by

the Arch-Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor, has also been lately forwarded
to me, which together with the Patents under the Sign Manual of U.K. 11.

the (irand Master, authorizing the formation of this Great Priory, and
naming nie as the first Great Prior, will now be preserved in the Archives
of the Canadian Order, as a lasting memento of our complete indepen-

dence as a Sovereign Body, sprung from the good old English atock.

Sir Knights ! Much as 1 prize the high honor that has fallen to my lot

—

and be assured I do feel it as such—of beci)ming the Supreme Head,
under Royal authoiity, of this National Grand Body, I feel prouder and
more gratified, „fter having introduced, and for ao many years conducted
the affairs of the Order in Canada, in maintaining your good opinion

;

and the more than cordial manner which you have always been pleased

to receive me, and the steady support and co-operation you have so long

afforded me, has now been in the most gratifying and constituticmal man-
ner more than crowned by success, in the establishment of our indepen-

dent National Great Priory without severing our connection with the

Parent Body. I trust you will give me credit for the sincerity of my
motives when 1 say it was not in the least degree the love of authority or

a desire to enforce " the one man power," that induced me so persistently

to maintain my own opinion as to the advisability of continuing a depen-

dency of the Great Priory of England, until the time arrived when we
could separate with honor and dignity to ourselves. Looking to the

future of the Order, when I shall no longer be at the head of affairs, I

never allowed expediency to stand in the way, but determined, if possible,

to ensure the Order being placed upon a firm basis and its future status

firmly secured.

It may not be quite clear to some of our fratres why we should still

wish to continue under the " Convent General ;
" but I need scarcely

point out to you, that as a National British Society, no more honorable

position could be held than that of being united with the other national

branches of the Older over rfhom H. R. H. the Heir Apparent to the

Throne is the governing power, and which Her Most Gracious Majeity tho

Queen has been pleased especially to patronize. This 1 look upon alone

as a great distinction and privilege, the ounteuance of Her Majesty beini;

a guarantee of the purity, thorough conservative doctrines, and Christian

principles, of our Order.

The avowed object of this Templar Union was to incorporate the branches

in England, Ireland, and Scotland under one Royal Head, by the recipro-

cation of rites, privileges, and disabilities ; as correctly speaking, there

should not be any separate bodies in the society, which is or should be,
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one and indissoluble ; although want of knowledge of the corroct princi-

ples of the Order in some cases, and political exigencies in others, have
divided it into several branches, holding themselves entirely independent

of each other. The desire is now to unite the scattered elements of this

ancient Chivalry into one harmonious whole, as was originally the rule of

the Order.

The formation of a " Convent Cenoral " and " Great Priories " is nearly

analogous to the system pursued in the United States, their State Com-
nicnderies being similar to the National Glreat Priories of the British Em-
pi.c. These Commanderies yield submission to the triennial Parliament
of tlie Order, the Grand Encampment of the United States, which is very

similar in constitution and authority to our " Convent General."
Onr joining this Templar Union does not at all interfere with our inde-

pendence as a Canadian Body, or our privilege to regulate our own atlairs,

and at the same time carries out the prmciple so necessary to inculcate

unity in the Order.

It is to be regretted that the Scottish branch of the Order did not join

the Union, and much to be deplored that this was mainly caused by a
luisconceptiou of their Commissioner appointed to ett'ect the same, who,
little understanding the subject upon which he was appointed to legislate,

allowed his prejudices to ignore from the very commencement of the ne-

°;otiation the benefits to be derived from the proposed union, and by a

disregard for existing treaties of alliance with the English branch, appeared
even disrespectful to II. R. H. the Grand Master ; thus debarring the

very few Encampments or Priories existing under Scottish jurisdiction

from participating in a Union so much in their favor and to their ad-

vantage.

With respect to the United States' branch of the Order, the advances
made by England towards an alliance have been so far unsatisfactory, in-

asmuch as the peculiar system adopted by them does not assimilate with
ours. The origin".to; } of that system chose to found it altogether upon
Craft Masonry, and the two are so connected in the United States that it

would appear that they cannot be separated by any one who has received

these ordei's there ; and being thus incorporated with Freemasonry, they
can hardly amalgamate with a Templar system that is not equally so.

Tliey have made the Order of the Temple emphatically a degree of Masonic
Knighthood by adopting the obsolete, and in our opinion, mistaken, theory
that the Chivalric Order of the Temple was based on the Craft degrees as

now practised, there being in fact nothing whatever in the history of the

early Order to warrant us in believing that up to the time of its outward
suppression there was any particular alliance between it and Free-

masonry. Of course individual Knights may have been, and probably
were. Freemasons, and naturally, when assailed and opposed by their im-
placable enemies, took refuge within the pale of the Craft, but previous to

this time the Order of^the Temple, as an Order, was not allied to Free-
masonry at all. But the principal stumbling block was, their insisting

that their degrees of " Knights of the Red Cross, (derived from the 10°

of the A. & A. S. Rite and generally known in Great Britain and Ireland
as the Red Cross of Babylon, or Babylonish Pass), should be adopted as

a pre requisite to entering the Order of the Temple. This degree is quite

out of place, as having any reference to the Templars, being of Jewish
and Persian origin, founded on a legend of the apocryphal Book of Esdras,
its history being also given in the antiquities of Josephua. but the authentic-
ity of which is denied by modern ecclesiastical writers. In its dramatic form
it is made very attractive, and inculcates principles of the highest moral
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tendency, and therefore much importance is attached to it in the Ameri-

can Templar syatem ; but its proper historical place precodos the liDyal

Arch, to which it is properly a prelude, the legend describing the stopb

taken to obtain permission for re-building the Temple. Besides it is <{uite

impossible to expect that the English branch of the Order should so com-
pletely change their system in connection with Freemasonry as to adopt

degrees discarded at the Union of the Grand Lodges of England in 1HI:{.

The Craft dogrocH, including the Royal Arch, were then alone recogni/.t'd

as pure and ancient Freemasonry. The possession of the Royal Arch de-

gree in modern times has been, and is now, considered (|uite suflicient to

preserve the link between the Templar Order and Freemasonry ; but it is

a very great mistake to suppose that having the Royal Arch degree entitles

the posbessor to bo admitted into the Templar ranks, or that the Order
of the Temple is a continuation, or climax, of the degrees of the Craft and

Royal Arch Masonry.
Exception was also taken to the Order of Malta as being opposed to tlie

true Order of the Temple ; but in this they seem to have lost sight of the

fact that when the Order of the Temple was first introduced into the

United Htntes from Great liritain and Ireland, it was as the combined
Orders of the Knights of the Temple and Malta. Now, we are to con-

aider that it is our traditional belief that our present Order of the Temple
is perpetuated from the ancient Statutes, and was partially in England and

Ireland and completely in Scotland merged into that of the Hospitallers of

St. John (afterwards known as Knights of Malta), on the suppression of

the Templars ; that such was the case in Scotland cannot be disputed,

and this amalgamation of the two bodies continued until the time of the

Reformation, and it is aflirmed by the Scottish Templar Order to a much
later period. The use of the Knightly title and the question of the legiti-

macy of the combined Orders were fully believed in Tjy the Stuart party

as late as 1745, when its principal members being in the service of Prince

Charlt>3 Edward (commonly called the Young CheVilier), the Order was

prescribed, and we only hear of this branch afterwards in connection with

Freemasonry, with which it still continues, its ritual assimilating with

that in use by the Templar body ; the two naturally and harmoniously
blending together, although the one now adopted is considerably more
elaborate than the simple ceremony used in former years. In Canada
there is no difficulty in continuing the same cordial and friendly relations

that have always existed between us and our fratres of the United States
;

our Masonic systent admitting the recognition of the degrees required by

the United States Templars, although the pre-requisite of our Templar
candidate is the same as that observed in England. Neither can I see

any difficulty in members of a Knights Templars foreign jurisdiction vis-

iting the United States Commanderies, by merely requiring of them a

profession of secrecy as to the degrees they are unacquainted with, but

required by the United States Templars in their ceremonies.

It was suggested to me now that we have taken a new departure

as a National Supreme Body, that a resume of the different phases the

Ternple Order has undergone in England would not be uninteresting,

as giving a short and concise sketch of the English Langue from its first

appearance publicly as attached to the Masonic Society to the present time,

as alpo the alloged claim the Order has to bo considered the legitimate

successor of the Red Cross Warriors of Palestine. Dr. Albert Mackay, in

his admirable Encycloprediii of Masonry, to which I must refer you,

arranges the pedigree of tho modern Templars under six different heads,

but liie legends adduced are, I think, for the most part unreliable, and
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the lefrality of each branch far from satiafactory, miloRS we except the ex-

istiiij,' State Order of "Christ in Portugal, which in, no doubt, the

jjcntiine Order of the Temple. This Order is under I'apal surveillance (as

is alHi> that of Malta in Italy), conHned to Iloman Catholics of noble birth,

the kill!,' being Grand Master, and not acknowledging fraternity with any
cither branch. The " Ordre du Temple "of France, now obsolete, also

ftssorteJ claims in favor of its legality, which, however, were not unim-
peachable. The branch derived from Scotland has strong historical

claims to go upon, which, however, "Murray Lyons," in his very ex-

haustive work on Scottish Masonry, denies, and the validity of the tradi-

tiitn that the present Templars are descended from the old Order of the

Crusades. At the same time it is an admitted fact that in Scotland the

Teiniilars were never suppressed ; they were associated with the Hospital-

lers, and it is natural to suppose that they preserved their distinctive

rites and ceremonies intact by regular descent from one to another. When
the Hospitallers were secularize(l at the time of the lleformation, then, of

course, those of both the Orders that preferred the reformed faith left

their religious houses and were merged into the general population. It

is also perfectly natural to suppose that these secularized soldier monks
being or beconiing Freemasons may have, with the view of preserving
their ancient Orders, incorporated their peculiar rites into their Masonic
lodges, and there is nothing at all illogical in supposing and asserting that

true branches of both the Temple and the Hospital may still be in ex-

istence, and that isolated lodges may have received their Templar and Hos-
pitaller rites directly from the secularized or Protestant Knights of the
combined Orders, which, so far as they were religious institutions, were
abolished at the reformation.

Prior to the revival in 1717, and the reconstruction of Masonry in its

present symbolic form, very little is known of the proceedings of Masonic
bodies, from the fact that very few written documents were permitted to

be recorded, and of these few, owing to the jealousy or over-caution of

their rulers, many were burnt in London in 1721 ; but there is no doubt
a system of speculative Masonry, distinct from that of the Craft operative
or building societies, existed, derived from the secrets of occult philosophy,
or the Rosicrucian Order of the middle ages, from which some of the high
grades had their origin, and in which the rites and dogmas of the Tem-
plars were preserved. It is recorded that the speculative and operative
bodies met together in the general assemblies of Masons in York and Lon-
don, and that in the seventeenth century members of the Rosy Cross,

Protestant Knights Templars and Knights of St. John, joined in these
assemblies ; but it was not until about 1750 that we first hear of the Tem-
plar degrees in the south of England being publicly attached to Craft
Lodges of the "York Rite" of Freemasonry from whence they spread
to other parts of the kingdom. Why so little is known of the personation
of the Templars by the Freemasons, after its suppression as a Chivalric
Body, may have been from the fact that as the knowledge of their exist-

ence was of necessity restricted to the secret societies, so it was impossible
that any but Masons could join it, and they, preserving the strictest

secrecy and mystery respecting everything connected with the fraternity,
i|uietly and secretly perpetuated the Templar doctrines amongst them-
selves, probably keeping the knowledge of its existence secret even from
Masons, except such as were admitted to the " inner veil " and selected
to join it. This may account for the Order as we have it, being pre-
served by the fraternity, without any documentary proofs of its history
being left behind. It was only when Freemasonry took a high and strong
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position in England that the fact of the continutid existence of the Tem-
plars became «onerally known.
In 1791 we find the Templar Rite styled "Grand Elect Knights Tom-

plar Kadosh, of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malt;i,

thus combining the modern and more ancient titles. This confuHion of

names is a curious anomaly. Wu know the Templars derived their iDinie

from a residence on the site of the Temple ; they never were Knij^hts of

St. John. In 1848, after the A. & A. S. Kite of 33* had been estab-

lished in England, the Templar Body resij^ned control over the " lUm
Croix" and *' Kadosh," which had been incorporated into the A. tt A.

Kite as the 18th and 30th dej/rees. It was, therefore, necessary to sup.

press the old ceremonies and confine themselves to the Templar alone, and

to chan<{e the name into the deuree of " Masonic Knij^hts Templar." Tins

title was not used in England before 1851, although the term Masonic ap-

pears in the warrants of Admiral Dunkerley between 17!)1 and 17!)I3, but

was never adopted, being in fact an absurd prefix. These changes, which,

it is said, were made to please the Chiefs of the newly-imported Ancitnt

and Accepted Scottish Rite of '33', gave great dissatisfaction to the Tenijilar

Order. Until 1853, the Order of the Temple and Malta remained comltined

in the Encampments of the old system, but a revision of the Statutes of

the then Grand Conclave was made, and the Order of Malta exclmled

altogether. Several Encampments, however, continued to perpetuate the

degree, though not in the same form, as this would have been a detiar.c

;

of the Grand Conclave.

In 18G3, the Grand Conclave again formally revived the Maltese Order,

with a considerable ritual, but as a separate degree, instead of conihititd

with the Templars as it had been before 1853 ; and in 1873 another re-

vision took place, when new statutes, carefully drawn up, ^'ere adopted,

consolidating the two bodies under the name of the " United Ileli<;i')ii3

and Military Order of the Temple, and of St. John of Jerusalem, Pales-

tine, Rhodes and Malta." The union cannot but prove beneficial in the

end ; its tendency and object being to raise the Order in social status, and

to approximate it to that of the ancient Knights, discarding all modern in-

novations that lead to errors known to be historically untrue.

But I consider it a great mistake to have separated the " Rose Croix

"

from the Templar, looking upon it as I do, as purely a Templar degree,

entirely out of place elsewhere. My own opinion has always been, that

the Rose Croix was anciently (he integral part of the Templar initiation,

perhaps the part most openly practised, as not containing anything ott'e^-

aive to the Papal doctrines, and that part of their teaching that repudiated

the Papal usurpation of power may have been kept for the "inner circle"

in the secret conclaves of the leaders of the Order.
It appears to me that the origin and progress of the Templary in Ire-

land has never been fully looked into. If Ireland gave the Templar

Order to America, as the similarity of their rituals would lead us to sup-

pose, it would be worth while making a strict investigation as to when and

where Ireland obtained it. Valuable information might be procured iu

the old country lodges which had Chapters and Encampments attached to

them. I learn that the earlieat record of Templary in f-a United States

is in Pennsylvania, where its degrees were conferred under Blue Lodge

warrants about 1790 to 1795. These degrees were conferred in two lodges,

one at Harrisburg and one at Carlisle. In 1797 they formed the first Grand

Encampment in the United States ; almost all of the members, it is said,

were from Ireland, those especially of the Carlisle lodge. What is wanted

is a reliable statement of the earliest date at which the Templar Order was
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lirHt practised in the various countries in which it now exists. Tradition

is whiit wc liave principally to rely upon as to our identity with the early

Order, and it is not impossible but that tradition is right, for it is unrea-

sonable to suppose, looking to the men who in motlern times have been
associated with the Order, that they wilfully countenanced an imposition.

^or can it be credited that the plain, honest, upright, but in many cases,

illiturato men, wlio handed down Craft Masonry, committed the folly, and
worse than folly, of inventing certain rites and ceremonies which, though
beautiful in themselves, are entirely unK^asonic in their tendencies, and
then with an audacity that could have no parallel, call themselves Knights
of tile Temple. The idea is altogether beyond belief. Neither can I un
derstand how Freemasonry and the Order of the Temple could ever be-

come amalgamated. The former is of its very essence cosmopolitan ; the

latter sprung from an origin which was of its essence chivalric and knightly.

The trowel of the one levelled distinctions and spread the cement of a

universal fraternity. The sword and spurs of the other could only be won
by noble birth and heroic deeds in defence of the Christian faith. Alas !

that I should say it ! What do half the men who are Templars know or

care for the early history of the Order I Tliey merely regard it as a Ma-
sonic 'i'^^Toe they can be advanced to, which will enable them to wear
another ..ar or Cross, but the true meaning of which they are satisfied

should be as unintelligible to them as Hebrew.
The ijuestion naturally arises, " What is the modern Order of the Tem-

ple, and the object of the institution V In general terms we can confi-

dently state that it is exclusively devoted to the Christian religion, based
upon the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ, without sectarian-

ism, and designed to elevate man to that position morally and socially,

which God intends man should aspire to and reach. It is actuated by the

purest principles of Christian philanthropy, perfectly unconnected with
politics, and although forming no part of mere symbolic Masonry, is an
ailajjtation of all the tolerant principles of Craft Masonry to a system of

Christian application, taking for its model the moral attributes of the
illustrious religious and military GrJer of the middle ages, and although
laying claim to a Knightly succession, yet without a vestige remaining of

its original mighty power and influence, now represented by our peaceful

but powerful Society, which teaches and exercises the fullest and most
tolerant charity towards all men, and from the principles of the religion

in whose interest it has been perpetuated it requires us to set our faces

against vice and intemperance, to uphold the right, defend the weak and
oppressed, and succor the destitute. Let it then be no idle boast to say,

wu belong to an Order, the n^embers of which in the olden time, the great,

the good, the noble and the brave of Christendom, were only too proud
to call themselves " Poor fellow-soldiers of Jesus Christ," and to the ex-
tent of our ability, and the opportunities afforded us, delight to i)ay hom-
age and follow the precepts of the Great Captain, whose sworn soldiers we
are, and that too by our own voluntary act. Of this there is no doubt,
the vows are upon us, and whether we try to live in accordance with those
vows or not, we can in no wise alter our position to that Great Captain
unto whom soon or later, as it pleaseth Him, we shall have to render an
account. To you then. Preceptors of the Order, teachers and rulers, I

most emphatically say, it becomes your bounden duty to observe the
strictest caution as to whom you admit into your Preceptories. When
men are banded together for any purpose, noble or otherwise, there will

be those who will seek admission for purely selfish purposes. Do not al-

low the expediency of increasing your funds or of swelling the ranks of



PT

11 li

V

169 ENIOHTS TEMPLARS.

your Preceptories to actuate your motives in admitting those who from

mere curiosity or good fellowship seek to join us ; and, as is too often the

case, by tht-ir conduct give cause to our enemieb to revile and repudiate

our illustrious Order ; an Order which has ever raised the jealousy and

hatred of that intolerant Church which does not admit the exercise uf

grivate judgment or tbs right of free thought, and would still keep the

uman mind in the darkness of error and superstition. The Romiah
Church has been ever jealous of the Masonic Society, and all others con-

nected with it, dreading the dangeroui opposition to her unlawful

assumption of authority which the great secret organization condemns and

bans..

The animosity that suddenly sprung up in the early part of the last cen-

tury on the part of the Papal authorities towards Freemasonry may have

been occasioned by their having only then discovered that their old antag-

onist, the Templar Order, was perpetuated within the secret recesses of

the Masonic Order, and that then for the first time the thunders of tlie

Romish Church were directed at the peaceable and inoffensive Craft ; this

would give good reasons for believing that the Papal power had at least

become satisfied that the Templar Order, preserved among the Freema-

sons, was a legitimate continuation of the old anti-Papal Order f at had

been Bupp3sed to have been thoroughly crushed out centuries before.

There is nothing in the teaching of Masonry pure and simple to warrant

the intense hatred towards it that has for the last hundred years been dis-

played by the Holy See. We must therefore look for some occult reason

for this hatred, and what better reason could be found than that the

Masonic Order had shielded and preserved thrs Order of the Temple. In

1776, the Jesuits, having discovered that the Templar Order was con-

tinuing its operations under the designation of the Kadosh, warned the

Governments of Roman Catholic countries against the latter Order, and

caused it to be prescribed as dangerous and antagonistic to the doctrines

of the Church of Rome.

The Grand Prior then congratulated the Committee appointed

to draft a code of Statutes for the future government of this

Grand Body. He said :

The Statutes seem to me to have provided for every possible contin-

gency, and are replete as to diction and usefulness, embodying all the

requirements necessary for our Canadian legislation. They will now be

submitted for your approval and adoption. I may here remark, that I

look upon the annual meeting of the " Convent General " as a mistake,

aud that they might well follow the example of the triennial meetings of

the Grand Encampment of the United States, and avoid by too frequent

meetings the possibility of complications arising out of legislation in which

the different Great Priories may have no voice, and which can only be

met by some agenda of what is proposed to be taken up, being sent round

before hand, and in ample time for its mature consideration.

On the subject of costume the Committee did not consider it necessary

to report, or to submit any changes in the beautiful, unimpaired symboli-

cal integrity of that already established, but which is not intended to be

worn in public as an out-door costume. The white mantle is emblematic

of the purity thereby intended to be denoted, as the wearing of the sword

is but symbolic " of the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,"

and the cross, of the faith and hope to which we cling. I believe it is for

the best interests of the Order to avoid all public displays aa much as possii-
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ble, and undue publication of proceedings, such practices being at variance

with the true meaning and principle of the Order. I have always objected

to its being made or considered a quasi military body, which has of late

appeared to command so much attention, as gratifying a newly-acquired

taste for military display and show, and the curiosity of the outside world.

I must not be here for a moment niisiniderstood as in the remotest degree
attempting to cast reflections on the admirable system of organization

followed by our enthusiastic and zealous fratres of the United States, or on
their becoming and tasteful uniform, so appropriate to our day and gen-
eration ; but that simply I consider it would be out of character for us to

adopt it, endeavoring as we are, to approximate to the old Order which we
represent. Has it never occurred to our fratres who are so anxious to as-

Bume a new and dramatic appearance, what an extraordinary phase the

Order has assumed by the introduction of a system of drill, in imitation

of a n<ilitary body ? Have they forgotten that the ancient Templars them-
selves were all men of rank and position, and not the equivalent of a
volunteer militia battalion. No doubt in the early days of the Order they
fought in a body as fighting knights, without regard to details of military

organization ; but when the Order became numerous and powerful, and
when military formations, tactics, and drill prevailed, there can be no
doubt that the Templars retained a powerful body of men-at-arms, and
themselves occupied all superior positions. We have an actual evidence

of this in the contemporary Order of Malta ; wherein in the modern period

the Knights not only maintained paid land forces, but a navy also. The
sight of an army in which all the privates ar'' Knights is indeed something
to be looked upon with curiosity.

And now, Fratres of the Great Priory of Canada, allow me again to con-

gratulate you on the declaration of your independence, and the position

you hold as a Sovereign Body. The Order is in your own hands to make
it worthy of the high position it undoubtedly holds ; and by a strict ad-
herence to its precepts, you cannot fail to place it amongst the most valued
iustitutions in connection with the time-honored Masonic fraternity. Let
it not be said there is any doubt as to what useful purposes the Temple
Order has in view, or what it is incumbent, in conformity with our profes-

sions, that we should do. We, who call ourselves "Soldiers of the Cross,"

surely have a higher aim and far different mission than that of vain shows
and public display. Our professions call upon us unmistakably to do
something that will redound to the glory of God and to the assistance and
happiness of our fellow men. In short, every Preceptory should be a place
where the poor, the needy, the sick and oppressed can look for relief,

sympathy, and assistance. Let our Preceptories spend but little in decora-
tions and entertainments, in order that there may be funds to spare for

those purposes, then the object of the founders of these great Christian
Orders will be accomplished, and our Order be doing something worthy of

remembrance. Without such aims we are nothing ; our Chcistianity is

but dust and ashes ; our boasted chivalry as rust.

V. E. Frater J. K. Kerr, Provincial Prior for Central Ontario,
on behalf of the Grand Council, submitted the following
Report on the Address of the Great Prior :

—

It is with feelings of unmixed pleasure that this Great Priory, now first

assembled as a national and independent organization, ia enabled most
heartily to reciprocate the kind congratulations of The V. H. and £. The
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Great Prior, conveyed in his scholarly and masterly address to the Sir

Knights here assembled on this eventful occasion.

The members of this great Priory embrace this opportunity of recurdinf;,

and expreitsing their high appreciation of, the eminent services to the

Templar Order of the Great Prior, whose devotion to Templarintn hai

introduced, encouraged, and tinally established throughout our Dotiiinion,

this chivalric Order to which we all esteem it a privilege and an hoiiur u,

belong. Under his fostering care the beautiful and impressive sygtcin nf

the Templar Order has been developed ; the oflicers and members liave

been instructed ; our foreign and domestic relations have been )iii]ipily

formed and improved, until the importance of his work has betMi iinw

recognized in the establishment of this National Great Priory for the

Dominion, with the cordial co-operation of the parent Great Priury of

England, and strengthened by the hearty good will of the Sir Kiiii^hta df

the Great Priory of Ireland. We unite, then, with our beloved (ireat

Prior, to rejoice over this happy consummation of his life-long eflorts to

establish Templarism upon an honorable and permanent footing through-

nut our whole Dominion.
We further unite most heartily in congratulating him upon the exalted

position to which ho has been elevated by the favour of His Royal Hi>rh-

ness the Grand Master cf our Order as the first Y. H. and E. Great Prior

of Canada ; and we further join in one common hope that he may long

be spared to grace the high oflice which he now holds, and tliat the

blessing of the Most High may ever attend him.

The Great Priory cannot allow this opportunity to pass of acknowled^'-

ing the able and instructive address this day presented by the (ireat

Prior, which, like his many former communications, is replete with useful

and instructive information respecting the history and aim of the Tomplar

Order, giving evidence of that research into, and mastery of, all questions

relating to the institution and early records of Templarism, as well as the

principles governing it in all ages, which have made for our Great Prior a

world-wide reputation as an authority in these matters.

The members of the Great Priory are pleased to know that in entering

upon the consideration of the proposed Statutes for the government of

this Grand Body, they may do so with the assurance that what has been

prepared with so much care by the Committee has earned the approval of

the Great Prior.

Finally,—The Sir Knights now assembled most heartily and reverently

join in one earnest prayer, " God bless our good Great Prior.

"

As a preliminary to t.he important business of the day, viz.:

The Inauguration of the National Great Priory of Canada, and

the Installation of the Great Prior, the Very Eminent The

Grand Sub-Prior, in order to lay before Grand Prior, and place

on record the action taken on the Memorial of Grand Priory,

praying for the institution of an independent National Great

Priory in &\A for the Dominion of Canada, read the E.Ktract

from the minutes of "Convent General," of 29th October,

1875, the Extract from the minutes of " The Grand Priory of

England and Wales" of 10th December, 1875, and the Certified

copy of Resolution of " Convent General," received from the

Arch Chancellor.
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Ttif (hand Sub-Prior further read a telegram received from
\'. E. Frater W. Tinkler, Vice-Arch-Ciiancellor of Convent
(lenoml, communicating the signing of the following instru-

ment s by H. R. H. The Prince of Wales, Grand Master, &c.,

ami tlieir transmission :

—

I'atont erecting Canada into a Great Priory.

Patent appointing The V. H. and E. Frater Colonel W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., now Grand Prior, to be the First

(iieat Prior of the (ireat Priory.

Commission and Mandate to V. E. Fratres Thomas Douglas
HiiriiiL?ton, Past Grand Sulj-Prior, Samuel Bickerton Harman,
Gi'iiiil Sub-Prior, and James Alexander Henderson, Q.C.,

D.C.b., Provincial Prior, to instal the Great Prior.

The Grand Sub-Prior informed the assembly that enquiry

had been made at the Post Ottice to the latest moment, but
these instruments had unfortunately not arrived, whereupon
the following resolution was submitted and adopted :—That,

acting on the certified copy of the Resolution of Convent Gene-
ral, and the telegram just read, the instruments named in the

latter be treated as present, and be printed with the proceed-

ings when received ; and that the solemnities of installing the

Great Prior and inaugurating the Great Priory be proceeded

with.

The following is a copy of the Commission above referred to,

and which, with the other documents, arrived in due course.

COMMISSION AND MANDATE.

To LvsTAi. Thb Great Prior of the National Great Priory op
Canada.

ALBERT EDWARD,
Grand Master

Whereas We have, with the advice and consent of the Convent General,
by Patent dated the 28th day of July, 1876, created the Dominion of
Canada, heretofore under the jurisdiction of the Great Prior and Great
Priory of England and Wales, a National Great Priory, subject to Us and
Our Successors in Office, and to the Statutes, Laws, and Ordinances, for
tbo time bein^, of the Convent General.

And Whereas, We have, by Patent of even date herewith, appointed
Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., heretofore Grand
Prior of the Province of Canada, First Great Prior of the National
Great Priory of Canada so constituted by Patent as aforesaid.

Now We, by virtue of the power and authority in Us vested as Grand
Master of the United Religious and Military Orders of the Temple, and
of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, in England and
Wales, and Ireland, do hereby nominate and appoint Thomas Douglas
Harington, of the City of Ottawa, in the Dominion of Canada, Past Grand
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Sub-Prior ; Samuel liickerton Harman, of the City of Toronto, in the

Dominion of Canada, Grand Sub-Prior ; and James Alexander Hendor-
8on, Q.C., D.C.L. , of the City of Kingston, Provincial Prior, and Rcpre-

aeutative from the Great Priory of England and Wales, to the Most

Eminent Grand Master and Grand Encampment of the United States,

jointly or severally, or any two of them, to instal the said Colonel Wil.

liam James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., into his said office of (i':„i

Prior of the National Great Priory of Canada, and to administer the oaths

of office, and to do all such other acts, matters, and things as may be

necessary or expedient in the premises ; he or they making due Report to

the Chancery of our Order of what he or they shall so do under this Our

Mandate ; and for the doing of aU things necessary in this behalf, these

Presents shall be sufficient warrant and authority.

Given at Marlborough House, this 28th day of July, A.D. 187C.

(Signed; J. F. TOWNSEND, LL.D.,
Arch-Chancellor.

it
'

m
:

The Grand Prior having requested the Grand Sub-Prior

to assume the Throne as Installing Officer in conjunction with

the Provincial Prior f ;r Eastern Ontario, then retired under

the Arch of Steel.

The Assembly being called to Order, the Grand Prior re-

entered attended by the Provincial Prior of Quebec, and being

received with all honour under the Arch of Steel, the Cere-

mony of Installation, according to the formula used on the

occasion of the Installation of the Great Priors of England and

Wales and of Ireland, and being mutatis mutandis the same

used on the Installation of H. R. H., the Grand Master, was

most impressively performed by V. E. Fratres S. B. Harman
and Jas. A. Henderson.

Whereupon proclamation was made by the Grand Heralds

of the due installation in ancient and prescribed form of

The Very High and Eminent Frater,

Colonel W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T.,

as the First Great Prior of the

National Great Priory of Canada.

The Fratres present paid their homage and saluted the

Great Prior with the honours of the Order.

V. E. Frater J . K. Kerr, Provincial Prior of Centre Ontario,

and also holding the very high office of Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge of Canada, in token of the kindly Masonic

feeling towards the distinguished Great Prior, further called

on and led the Fratres present in giving the grand honours

of Masonry.
The Great Prior, in well chosen words, conveyed his acknow-

ledgments to the Fratres for their knightly courtesy, and
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again warmly and heartily congratulated them on the happy
proceedings of a day which he should ever regard as a red-

letter day in his long and eventful career.

Tlie Great Prior then requested the Officers of the former

Grand Priory, appointed in 1875 (or appointed pi o. tern, at the

opening), to continue to fill the chairs, until the Constitution

and Statutes of the Great Priory providing foi* the choice of

their Successors were adopted.

The V. E. The Grand Sub-Prior, on behalf of the Grand
Council, brought up the Constitution and Statutes as prepared

by that Body, which having being considered, clause by clause,

with certain amendments, were adopted, and the Grand
Heralds made due and loyal Proclamation of the full inaugura-

tion of the National Great Priory of Canada.
The following Resolution was then submitted and unani-

mously adopted :
—

" That the National Great Priory of the

Dominion of Canada have pleasure, as their first act on per-

fecting their organization, in recording the very high estimation

in which they hold the graceful and dignified action of The
Great Priory of England and Wales, and the high coui'tesy of

the Great Prior and Great Sub-Prior of the same, in so heartily

advocating the granting the prayer of their Memorial of 1873,

to assume a status befitting the extent and dignity of the

Dominion of Canada, and necessary for the advancement of the

best interests in the Order in the same, and to express their

hope that the most cordial relations may be ever maintained
between the two Great Priories."

Prior to the Election of Officers, The V. H. and E. The
Great Prior stated that as, according to the Statutes, he had
the appointment of the first Great Officer, the Grand Sub-
Prior, he thereto nominated and appointed V. E. Frater Samuel
B. Harman. The Great Prior prefaced his nomination with a few
well chosen remarks on the Grand Sub-Prior's long and inde-

fatigable 'ervices in the cause of the Order, which were
received with marked favour.

The Election of Officers was then proceeded with.

A resolution was adopted appointing " a Committee of the

Grand Council to consider and conclude a settlement of all

reckonings and accountings with the Convent General and the

Gieat Priory of England and Wales."
It was further resolved " That one or more Sub-Committees

of the Grand Council be appointed by the President of the

Board, to arrange as to the order, precedence, and numbering
of Preceptories, to prepare forms of Dispensations and Warrants
for the same, and Certificates of Membership of Knights Temp-

K
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lai'H and Knights of Malta, with Books of Registration, and

such other books and forms as may be required in the organiza-

tion of the Grand Chancery of the Order, and to aid the active

officer of the same in the arduous duties necessarily appertain-

ing to said organization."

With the formal installation of the elected officers the lalxirs

of this the first assembly of the National Great Priory of Can-

ada were biought to a close.

limmi
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"CONVKNT GkNEHAL" DIVIDED AOAINST ITSELP.

—

StORMY MeETINO IK

London.— 1ke:.and's Dignified Conduct.—Sad Death ok Enoland's

Great Prior.—Canada and her position in the Federation.

mm^

|HILE Canada continued to bask in its own pros-

[

perous sun, the Fratres at the other side of the

[
Atlantic were not enjoying anything like peace-
ful harmony. The same assumption of sup-
eriority on the part of the English Templars
which contributed so much to the vexatious delays

experienced by Canada when applying for her elevation

to the dignity of a nationality, was playing sad havoc
with the unity which the federated bodies so much needed, and
wliich was so necessary to the healthy existence of Convent Gen-
eral. With characteristic autocracy, the English Fratres desired

to carry everything according to their own views, and by force

of numbers drown all attempts at justifiable opposition. Their
lofty arrogance seemed boundless, and threatened seriously to

work irreparable injury to the Order in the United Kingdom.
An extract from the proceedings of Convent General, held

in Dublin, on the 27th October, 1876, and in London on the 8th
December following, and introduced into the report of the

Committee on Foreign Correspondence, will give some idea of
the condition of affairs at the time.

The Arch-Chancellor of the Order, The Hon. Judge Townshend, LL.D.,
G. C. T., being the senior Great Officer present, opened the Convent Gen-
eral in due form, acting for and in the absence of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, Most ^iininent and Supreme Grand Master.
After a long debate on the question of the powers of Convent General

to alter the Statutes without due consent of the Great Priories, the Arch-
Chancellor stated '' that it was erroneous to suppose that the Treaty under
consideration was a tripartite Treaty ; there were only two parties to it,

England and Ireland. The intention of the framers of the Convention
and Statutes must be sought for in these documents themselves. Refer-
ring to the 3rd Article of the Convention of 1808, he wns of opinion that
to obtain the mutual agreement between the two contracitng parties there
in referred to for any change or modification of the Statutes, Laws,

163
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word " Masonic " was not used in the title of the Order. He belonged to'

g Prtcuptory whose warrant was date<l in IHIO, and the word "Miisonic'

wiui II' it mentioned therein. The word was not iiaed in the title of the

(inlir in Ireland, Scotland, or America. He regarded it aa an absurd
prelix, ft"d entirely unnecessary.

Tlio Karl of Limerick said ho should also oppose the insertion of the

woril " Masonic " as unnecessary. There was no ({ueatiorf as to the Mas-
onic • jualification ; that had been increased by making it necessary for a
cAiiili'late to be a Master Mason of two years' standing ; and the Royal
Arch <|iialiticatii)n was retained. The old title was wordy, and, in making
a title for the United Orders, the word '* Masonic" waanot inserted there-

in, iiB it only existed in Kngland, and was not to be found in Ireland or

Scotland, or even America. It was unnecessary to insert the word now.
Til nltor the plates, iV.'c., for Warrants and Oertitioates, would cause con-

siiloniblo expense. There was no question involved in leaving out the

word 118 a departure from Masonry.
The Arch- ile<,'istrar said he desired to support Lord Limerick's views.

He was one of the Plenipotentiaries ai)|:>ointed to conclude the Treaties

with Scotland and Ireland. Scotland declined to proceed if the word
" Masonic " were inserted in the title, as it had no antiquity. Ireland said

the same thing. In America the word was not used, and he considered

it sr.pertluouB. The Ancient and Accepted Rite did not call itself the

MiiSDiiic Ancient and Accepted Rite, although its members were Masons.
Th«i Grand Lodge of Mark Masters did not call itself Masonic Mark
Masters, neither was the Royal Arch called the Masonic Royal Aroh.

To make a title that would be acceptable to Scotland and Ireland, they
were asked to forecro a trifling distinction which had really nothin^ to

recommend it ; and he was of opinion it would be an act of bad faith

to gay we will now take it back again. The desire to insert the word
was a mere sentiment, and the alteration would cause considerable
expense.

Sir Kt. the Rev. J. A. Galbraith was of opinion that titles were very
important things. A compact had been entered into between England
and Ireland, and what should he say on his return? That the parties

that were absent had been injuriously treated. The third Article in the
('onvention of 1808 was that to which the Irish brethren appealed. He
maintained that there were still two Jurisdictions whose consent it was
necessary to obtain before the motion could be passed in Convent General.
It had been stated in the meeting that it was not always to be guided by
law, but to go by common sense. He considered that all law was found-
ed on common sense, and he was of opinion that there was considerable
danger in setting aside forms of law. Any constitution not worked accord-
ing to law would soon bo at an end.

The Great Prior of Eni^land said he thought the meeting should be ad-
journed ; those present were wearied, and the membera from Ireland had
had no opportunity of stating their views.

Sir Kt. Lieut. -Colonel H. Somerville Bumey observed that he was an
old Ktiight Templar, and the statement made in the meeting that the word
''Masonic" did not occur in a warrant dated in 1810 had completely
changed his opinion, and ho should vote against the word being inserted
in the title of the Order.
The Arch-Treasurer remarkiid that in 1795, so far was the Order come to

be considered Masonic, that ia the Miniirva Lodge, at Hull, a Knight
Templar was made in that year, and a fee of 10a. 6d. charged. He hoped
that circumstances would throv7 some light on the question aa to the
Order, as it then existed, being M>isonic.

biti



fifliit

!

i'li"^

i

r

iii^

166 KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

The Earl of Limerick said that the statement just made only proved
that the Order had a Masonic qualification, a point which was not in dis-

pute. The question before the meeting was, whether it was n 3cessary to

insert the word " Masonic " in the title of the Order. He should second

the motion that thc>^ part of the Sir Kt. Royds' motion be adjourned.
The Great Prior of England put the motion for adjournment of the Brat

part of the motion, and declared the majority to be against.

The motion was then put, when the numbers were—for, 52, against, 35.

Sir Kt. C. R. N. Beswicke-Royds then moved the second part of the

motion relating to the restoration of Past Rank, as follows :

—

" That the Statutes headed ' Rank and Precedence ' (pages 19 and 20,

Statutes of the Convent General) be expunged in order that the Past

Rank of the various officers and their right to bear the insignia thereof

may be restored and recognized as formerly.

"

Sir Kt. Tudor Trevor was of opinion that it was a wise thing to abolish

the old Past Ra:ik. Under the late system many Knights obtained Pro-

vincial Rank who had not filled the office of Preceptor, and after their ap-

pointment many Knights were conspicuous at the meetings of the Great

Priory by their absence, and by the indifference they exhibited in regard

to the proper discharge of their duties. The abolition of Past Rank, as it

now stood, enhanced, therefore, the position of elective officers.

The Great Prior of England then put that part of Sir Kt. Royds,
motion, and declared that the majority were in favor.

Sir Kt. C. R. N. Beswicke-Royds then moved the third motion, as

follows :

—

'* That whenever throughout the said Statutes the words ' Preceptory

'

or * Preceptories ' shall occur, such words be expunged, and the words
* Encampment ' or ' Encampments ' be inserted in lieu thereof, and in

like manner, whenever the words ' Preceptor ' or ' Preceptors ' shall occur,

the same be expunged, and the words ' Eminent Commander ' or ' Emi-
nent Commanders ' (as the case may be) be inserted in lieu thereof, so that

the changes in the designations of the meetings and offices of the Order

may be abolished, and the previous titles restored."

The Earl of Limerick said that the word " Preceptory " had been

inserted in an Act of Parliament relating to secret societies, and under

that name the meetings were recognized ; but it was an open question what
would be the effect of changing a word in the nomenclature of the Order

that had been inserted in an Act of Parliament. He was of opinion that

it would be childish to revert to titles that had been changed five or six

years ago after full deliberation. The object of the alterations then was

to make the titles more in accordance with the spirit and traditions of the

Order. The whole question had been referred to a Committee, of which

he was a member, and it had reported unanimously in favor of those

alterations. The word " Encampment" v/as hardly applicable to Knights

meetings in a chamber. The word " Preceptory " was more fitting and

more accurate. The same might be said of the words " Constable " and
" Marshal." Those were ancient names, but the title of " Captain " was

of comparatively modern date. Many of the titles that had been altered

were not fifteen years old. It might be said that the changes were made
hastily, but that was very different to saying that you would undo what

had been done, and revert to a system less perfect. He believed that the

change proposed would have a bad effect upon the outside Masonic world,

who would know very little of the circumstances, but, seeing that whole-

sale changes were made, would think that the members of the Order did

not know their own minds.
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The motion was put to vote, when the numbers were—For, 44,

against, 24.

Several notices ot motion were then given for next Convent General,

including one to declare the above resolutions to be null and void.

In closing the proceedings (of which the above is only a very condensed
sbstract) the Ureat Prior of England said he was very anxious, out of

respect to their Grand Master, that the members should keep united. It

would be a great pity if England and Ireland, once united, should now
be sepal-ated, and he trusted that they would see if they could not get on
cordially together. He had endeavored to do his duty under circum-
stances of great difficulty.

Before closing, the Sub-Prior of Ireland handed in the following protest

:

" The Irish Knights having taken no part in the voting to-night, the
Sub-Prior, on behalf of the Grand Priory of Ireland, protests against the
proceedings of this meeting as illegal, and infringing the prerogative of

the Grand Master.

"

, "Geo. Huband, G.C.T.,
" Sub-Prior of Ireland."

The matters in question having been fully discussed and set out in the

Protest and Address of the Great Prior of Canada, further comment is

not needed, and the foregoing extracts are given to illustrate and explain

those documents and the action of the Great Priory and Convent General
thereon.

Thus it will be observed that the danger ofdisunion was more
than mere suspicion. The protest of the Irish Fratres, dignified

and brief as it was, lost nothing of its importance by being

subsequently supported by a document from the head of the

Order in Canada. The turbulent proceeding of the Special

Meeting of Convent General was an unpleasant starting out

for the new Great Prior of England, who had only been inaugu-
rated the same day in succession to the Earl of Limerick. On
the 1 1th of May following, the Great Priory was again con-

vened, but the Great Prior had received another summons. At
three o'clock in the afternoon the V. E. Sub-Prior ascended the

Throne and declared the National Great Priory of England open.

The Great Sub-Prior then said that he had opened the National Great
Priory for the purpose of making an announcement that he felt sure would
be received by every member present with the greatest grief and the

greatest sorrow. At six o'clock that morning the Great Prior, the Right
Honorabla the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, had ceased to live. So
sudden and unexpected was the event that he could scarcely realize it as a
fact, and words were wanting him to give expression to the feelings

with which he, and he was certain all those present, were influenced.

During the short period the Great Prior had held the office he had already
fulfilled the expectations entertained by the Order on his appointment.
His genial spirit of conciliation and courtesy of manner well fitted him to

occupy the high position of Great Prior. He (Major Clerke) could scarceljp

comprehend the occurrence ; it was barely twenty-four short hours ago
that his Lordship sat with him for a considerable time, making arrange-
ments for conducting the business of that day ; and it was his Lord •
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ship's ardent hope that all the diflferenoes then existing would be amicably
arranged. It was his most earnest desire to be instrumental in cementing
the Order. Unhappily he had not lived to see his wishes fulfilled.

And 80 passed away a noble Knight, who, had he been spared,

would have been a power for good.

Such was the condition of affairs in England when the

Second Annual Assembly of Canada's National Great Priory

was, in the City of London and on the 7th August, 1877,

convened with a goodly attendance. Severe indisposition

prevented the attendance of the Great Prior, Col. Moore.

His views on the leading questions before the Order weie

however embodied in an Address read to the assembled

Knights, and which as usual held their undivided attention.

The Provincial Prior of Quebec? V. E. Frater W. B. Simpson,

presided, and among those present were V. E. Fratres Jcos.

Seymour, Daniel Spry, Fred. J. Menet, Geo. H. Dartnell, H. A-.

Mackey, A. H. Gilmour, T. Sargant, D. McLellan, A. G. Smyth,

J. J. Mason, William Carey, W. H. Weller, George Hopkins, L.

H. Henderson, James B. Nixon, D. B. Burch, John Moore, C. A.

Jones, George Watson, Donald Ross, R. J. Hovenden, James
Moffatt, H. A. Baxter, H. Robertson, J. Ross Robertson, F. J.

Hood, J. O'Connor, etc.

From the Great Prior's Address, read by the Grand Chan-
cellor, the following is taken :

—

How little could we have foreseen what the past year has brought forth,

or the changes that have taken place in so short a period. Amongst them,

a threatened disruption of the Union of our Order, and the lamented and
sudden death of the Great Prior of England, who, only a few months back,

on the resignation of the Earl of Limerick, was installed as Head of the

English Nationality, with all the dignity befitting his high position as one

of the Representatives of England's most ancient and purest chivalry.

The Right Honorable, the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, our late

illustrious, worthy, and excellent Brother, had endeared himself to the

whole fraternity, taking an especial interest in all that concerned the

Order of the Temple, which he was endeavouring to restore to a state of

peace and harmony, when it pleased the Great Architect, the Supreme
Ruler and Disposer of all things, to take him to that rest which knows
no earthly waking.

I regret that my first official act, as Great Prior, should have been the

necessity of issuing a circular to repudiate the advocacy of secession and

the formation of another independent Templar Body in Canada. Had
not the truth of such a movement been authenticated to me by an official

of this Great Priory, I should not have thought it worthy of notice. There

is, however, no difficulty, when desirable, in forming Provincial Priories

for any of the I^rovinces, which would place them exactly in the same
position to this Great Priory, as it formerly stood to that of England, and

as the Grand Commanderies of the United States do to their Great

National Council, " The Grand Encampment."
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With regard to the implied wish to adopt the system pursued across the

line, I can only say that, delighted as we all are to cultivate the most
intimate relations with our good Fratres of the United States, I think,

with very few exceptions, we infinitely prefer our own English system.

In this we are not singular, and I hope I may be pardoned for quoting an

extract from a letter to me of 27th July, 187G, by one always looked upon
as sii authority on Masonic and Teaiplar matters, whose fearful and un-

timely death we all so truly deplored,—our late respected and talented

Frater, George Frank Gouly. He says,
—" Your letter clears away some

doubtful points in my mifad, and I can frankly say that I am in full

accord with your views, and trust that some day our American work may
be corrected so as to conform more sensibly and harmoniously to the

ancient Templar system."

The following is the circular referred to by the Great Prior

:

CIRCULAR.
TO BE READ IN PRECEPTORIES.

Tu the Proviiicial Priors and the Presiding Preceptors of Preceptories of The
I'emplar Order in CatMda.

Office of the Great Price,

Lapriiirie, Province of Quebec,

December 4th, 1876,

V. D. + S. A.

Eminent Sir Knights :

—

I have to bring to your notice, and that of the members of Preceptories
generally, that it has come to my knowledge, through an article which re-

cently appeared in the press, that a movement has been set on foot by
some misguided and disaffected members of the Order in Ontario, but
which, I am happy to add, has received little encouragement, to establish

an independent "Grand Commandery " (as it is called) of the Templar
Order for the Province of Ontario, in direct opposition to the " National
Great Priory " of Canada. It is stated that the National Great Priory
was formed without the direct authority of a single subordinate Precep-
tory, and that it was the work of those only who did not desire complete
separation from England. This is, as is well known, not the case ; it was
the work of the entire body, by representatives of the Preceptories pre-

sent in " Grand Priory," and it is therefore untrue that this was done
without the direct authority of a single Preceptory. Objection is made
to " paying fees to England, this latter point, forming it is said, the most
important part of this one-sided question," viz.:—eatablishing ournation-
ality, as co-equal with England, Scotland, and Ireland, as also the Peer
of all other Templar Jurisdictions ; Our Supreme Body already embrac-
ing the whole Dominion, and being as independent as every sincere well-

wisher can desire. Our fees to England are only one shilling per annum
for each member as our quota towards the maintenance of the " Convent
General, " ruled by our Royal Grand Master ; a small sum when we com-
pare it with the United States, where we find that their Subordinate
Templar Commanderies cheerfully pay for the support of the " Grand
Encampment," which they look upon as the guardian of their rights, and
the arbiter of their diffeiences, an annual tax of more than Two Thou-
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INITED ORDERS OF THE TEMPLE AND HOSPITAL.

NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

TuHis Royal Bighness The Prince of Wales, K. 0., etc., dc. The Most

Eminent and Supreme Grand Master of the United Reli(jloH» attd

Military Orders of the Temple and oj St. John of Jernsalem, Paledint^

Rhodes and Malta.

Mat it Please Your Royal Highness :

—

The National Great Priory of Canada, erected under Patont in com-
pliance with the Memorial of the Templars of the Dominion t Canada,
desire with knightly homage and deep loyalty, to present their firm and
unqualified Protest against the action of Convent General at its Special

Meeting on the 8th of December last, in certain matters which must be
deemed of vital importance in relation to the Constitution of the British

Order of the Temple, and they found their Protest on the following

grounds :

—

1st. That in their Memorial, seeking to be erected into a National Great
Priory, it was stated, with all fidelity, that the Confederation of the
Templar Bodies of the Empire under one Governing Body, the " Convent
General," had been watched with the highest interest by the Templars of

the Dominion of Canada, who, accepting the then existing Constitution

of " Convent General " as determining the title, nomenclature, and all

other fundamental requirements of the Orders, sought for, and were
accorded, a national enrolment in the Confederation.

2nd. That the then existing Constitution of the " Convent General,"
which they so accepted in joining the Confederation, was one framed with
due and mature deliberation on historical and rational grounds, and was
not accepted by the Templars of Canada without like consideration (and
even the surrender, in some respects, of preconceived views and attach-

ments), and they unhesitatingly pronounce any proposition to tamper with
the same, without like full consideration and deliberation on the part of

each and every of the Great Priories forming the Confederation, to be
illegal and contrary to every rule affecting the legislation of Confederate
Bodies.

3rd. That their Patent of erection into a National Groat Priory not
only binds them to uphold stich existing Constitution of "Convent Gene-
ral," but gives them national rights co-equal with those of the other
nationalities, and, foremost among them, the right of a voice in any
change in the fundamental laws of the said existing Constitution.

4th. That acting on such existing Constitution they have framed,
adopted, and promulgated their National Statutes, based on the rules and
ehactments, and adopting the title and nomenclature therein contained,
and they are not prepared, nor are they legally required to accept, but,

on the contrary, are bound entirely to repudiate, changes respecting
which they have had no opportunity of expressing an opinion, and which
are directly opposed to, and entirely subversive of, the said existing Con-
stitution of "Convent General" under which they were enrolled in the
Confederation.

5th. That whilst thus recording their Protest against such change, as-

serting their undoubted rights as a National Great Priory, and viewing
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the proposed changes as illegal, unconstitutional, and in no wise binding
on them, they further record their deliberate opinion that such tamperini;
with the Constitution is calculated to shake confidence, create doubt, and
be followed by conseriuences most disastrous to the advancement, the
unity, and the best interests of the Order.

The National Great Priory of Caxapa
therefore, with the very highest respect, place

this, their Protest, in the hands of their !{oval

AND Moai Eminent and Supreme Grand
Mastek.
Thus done in the name of the National

Great Prioiy of Canada, at Laprairie in the

Province of Quebec, Dominion of Canada, this

I9th day of March, 1877.

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T.,

Great Prior of Ca^uida.

The Great Prior went on to deal with this matter at length,

and it will be observed that, loyal as he was to the parent

body, he did not spare those Fratres who at that period were

bringing the Order in England into disrepute. He said :

—

It is with pain I record the state of confusion into which the Order has

been thrown by the inconsiderate action of some of the English represen-

tatives at Convent General. This continued re-opening of questions

which should be regarded as having been finally settled is not calculated

to raise respect for the Order or for those who cannot rest content unless

they have everything their own way.
What has taken place is the more to be regretted, as it shows that

a certain section of the Order in England is leagued together to upset

existing regulations that had, before adoption, been under careful revi-

sion for a period of four or five years ; and that the parties composing it

are embarked in a retrograde movement, with but little regard either to

the history or the unity of the Order to ' nich they belong.

England, or this dominant section for the time being of her Great

Priory in Convent General, seems to ignore our rights to a voice in these

matters, and without the slightest reference to us, passes resolutions in

Convent General of which we disapprove. Undoubtedly the General

Statutes contain a provision for altering them, but it never could have been

contemplated that such alterations were to take place without the consent

of the other nationalities. Canada joined the Union, satisfied with the

existing laws and thus gave in her allegiance to the Convent General, and

she cannot be expected to observe any infringement which, in this case,

actually changes the Order to a totally different organization.

If Convent General assumes the right to make rules for us, it is high time

we should assert our own rights, and, in my opinion, we neither can nor

ought, as I know our Great Priory will be firm in refusing to submit to

any such assumption. I say so with the deepest loyalty and most pro-

found respect for our Grand Master, a feelin'^ I know to be eciually

shared in by all the members of the Great Priory, and I will uphold his

authority, and bear him true allegiance as long as he is pleased to rule

over us, but I confess to the same feeling which actuated the saying of

Junius—" That the subject who is truly loyal to the Chief Magistrate

will neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures."
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The fact is, that the Great Priory of England has so long been the

autocrat of the Templar Order, that it is difficult to persuade some of its

members that it is now merely one of a Federated Union, and they seem

to be indisposed to recognize either Ireland or Canada as an independent

and co-equal member of the Federation ; while it is equally plain that

neither Ireland nor Canada will consent to assert and maintain other than

her fullest rights under the same.

It is from no captious feeling I object to again returning to the old

nomenclature, but because I consider it neither appropriate nor historical,

and 1 am also fully aware many dissent from the opinions I have long

formed and expressed as to the history and practices of the Order. I will,

therefore, once more endeavor to give fully my reasons for the views I

entertain, and the objections I have to return to the traditions and distinc-

tive appelations of Modern Templary, leaving it for you to consider how
far they are correct or feasible.

Our Order has always claimed traditionally to represent the Knights
Templars of the Crusades, preserved intact through its connection with
Freemasonry, and while Masonic authors are never weary of asserting this

claim, at the same time they seem to do all in their power to perpetuate

historical errors, stating as facts improbable surmises, and using titles

and recording customs quite foreign to the true and historical nomencla-
ture and practices of the Order.

There is no foundation for believing it grew out of the so-called

Masonic Knights of the Temple, supposed to have been established some-
where about the Babylonish Captivity, or that it was based on Cri^t

Masonry at all. Such legends are now generally looked upon as myths of

the past, and arose from the untenable grounds taken by enthusiastic

votaries to enhance the valuo of the Chivalric Orders in the eyes of the
Masonic world, by assigning to them a mysterious origin they had not the
slii^'htest title t», and which was never thought of by their founders.

:^

That there was a connection between the Military Order of the Temple
and Freemasonry there is now but little doubt entertained It originated

in ihe trading community of Masons, who with other secret associations

sprang up and flourished in the East ; appearing in Europe during the
dark ages. They established themselves in " Guilds," from which gradu-
ally emanated our present symbolic system. This connection with the
Templars led in latter times to the preservation of the Order by the Ma-
sonic Society. But what that early connection was still remains a vexed
question, and we can at best but theorize according to our own views.

History tells us that when the Templar Order was politically destroyed
in the 14tli century by Philip, King of France, and Pope Clement the
5th, the number of Templars in Christendom was about 15,000, and it is

supposed by many that the remaining Knights incorporated themselves
with the Masonic body.

This is not, however, warranted by facts ; but there is every reason to
believe that the greater number, mingling in the world, never lost their
identity as Templars ; and thus their bond of union continued, although
mystical and unrecognized as that of any other legitimate society.

A great mistake is made in considering the Templars a Papal Order.
The Order, like that of St. John the Baptist, also called St. John of Jeru-
salem, was essentially a military republic which was brought into existence
by the will of its own original founders, and in no degree owed its incep-
tion or organization to the Head of the Latin Church.
At the commoncement, this association or brotherhood consisted of nine

Knights, whose desire to benefit their fellows prompted them voluntarily
'4

i
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to bind themselves together for the protection of the Pilgrims visitini^ the

Holy Land, then so much exposed to ill-treatment and danger ; and not

until some time after their establishment, were they sanctioned and ac-

knowledged by the then Pope, but in no sense did they owe their origin

to Papal authority. Therefore what legal or moral right had a Pope to

destroy what a Pope had not created ?

This Papal assumption of undue and unjust authority was not binding;

upon Christendom, even though the whole Western Church at that time

acknowlcd(;ed the Papal rule, and so the Order of the Temple, not being

lawfully destroyed still lawfully exists. Many are therefore too hasty in

assuming, because the direct proofs are not readily forthcoming, that the

Templars of the present day have no claim to the title.

From Sir Bernard Burke's Book of the Orders of Knighthood, in the

article on the Papal States, we find that the Order of the Temple was

not only never abolished in Portugal, but it seems to have merely been

suspended for seven years in the Papal States. Pope Clement, it is well

known, abolished it in 1312, but this measure was objected to by King
Dionysius, of Portugal, who allowed the Order to exist in his dominions,

with all its rights and possessions ; and Pope John 22nd, successor of Cle-

ment, compromised the matter by consenting, in 1319, to its existence in

Portugal under a new name, " The Knights of Christ," reserving to him-

self and his successors the right of creating a similar Order also in the

Papal States, of which right his successors avail themselves up to the pre-

sent day, by conferring it as a distinction of merit on both native and

foreign Roman Catholics. The change of name from the "Templars " to

" Knights of Christ," was in reality no change, as the Templars had always

been known as the "Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ," or of the Temple.

In both these countries the Order now exists in its entirety. Is it then

proper to say that the Order was ever even outwardly abolished ? How
can that be abolished, which always did, and still continues to, exist 1

The correct state of the Order of the Temple at the present time, is

this :—In Portugal and the Papal States it exists, never having been

abolished. In Scotland it was completely amalgamated with the Order of

the Hospitallers of St. John, and when the latter Order was abolished at

the Reformation, we are justified in believing from well-accredited tradi-

tions handed down to us, and the general belief of the country, that the

Knights, being without doubt in some cases Freemasons, preserved both

Orders within the Masonic Fraternity. In England and Ireland, the

Temple and Hospital were partially but not completely amalgamated ; still

very many of the Knights of the Temple, and a large portion of their

estates, were absorbed into the Order of St. John, and at the Reforma-

tion, although we are without positive proof, used the Masonic Order, like

their Fratres in Scotland, to preserve their ancient chivalry. Conse-

quently, the Masonic body of Great Britain and Ireland is now the lawful

custodian of the combined Order of the Temple and St. John.
We cannot separate the two Orders as regards the Masonic Fraternity.

If we are lawfully in the possession of the one, we are of the other, because

I contend, that although the two original Orders were at variance when

at the height of their military glory, they became amalgamated after the

political suppression of the Templars, and there is no reason for supposing

that the Freemasons regularly and formally absorbed into themselves,

either the Order of the Temple or that of St. John, until after the llofor-

mation, at which time the combined Orders disappeared from public view,

and remained hidden until it was considered proper in the last century,

to permit them to emerge to the light of day.
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In this view of the case, and I do not »ee what other can rationally be
taken, the Engliah, Scotch, Irish, and American Templars are just as law-

fully Knights of the Temple and Hospital, as any other now existing.

The Pope never created the Orders, and the Pope could not destroy

them. This is proved by Pope Clement's successor actually conferring

the Templar Order himself, and the Order of Malta was never under the

ban of Rome. It is of no consequence as regards validity of title, whether
the Order continued openly, as in Portugal and Rome, or secretly, as in

England and Scotland ; the sole fact to be considered is, did it 8till con-

tinue ? and of that we have the amplest proof. And, as regards the legi-

timacy of what is commonly called " Masonic Templary," what are the

facts ? The Masonic Fraternity have for over a hundred years openly as-

lerted that they possessed the right to enrol certain of their own members
Kniuhts of the Temple and of Malta, and can show their connection with
symbolic Masonry at the revival, and that this right had been secretly

used and asserted for a considerable time previously.

Now, even by prescription, this title is good, and before it can be
Buccessfully attacked, it is incumbent upon the parties attacking it, to

prove that it is bad. This has been attempted, but never with success ;

and until it is, the Templar Order attached to the Masonic body must be
held as being legitimate, and as such entitled to all the ancient privileges

of the Order, amongst which not the least are, the correct denomination,
nomenclature, and costume.

Addison's "Reliable History of the Knights Templars" (English

edition, 1853), pages 19, 46, and 61, says :
—"That the proper designation

of the Officer presiding over the Order of the Temple for each Nation is

that of Grand or Great Prior, and by natural consequence the body so
presided over is Grand or Great Priory ; and also showing the organiza-

tion of the early Order in England to prove that the lowest organized

body of Knights Templars is Preceptory, and as these Preceptories in

Scotland and Ireland were dependent on the Temple in London, hence
the precedent for our 'Convent General.'

"

The Order being spiritual, the candidates for admission were required
to have already been knighted by a Secular Knight, when they were
received into the Order in a Chapter assembled in the Chapel of the
Order, for as members, they could not deign to accept honour from a lay-

man. The only exception was in the case of an Ecclesiastic, a Bishop,
who was permitted to join the Order without being a Secular Knight.
There were no Bishops, that is, Prelates of the Order. The Order con-
sisted only of three distinct classes, not degrees, Knights, Chaplains, and
serving Brethren, including the men-at-arms ; besides the numerous
retinue attached to the Order. The number of Chaplains was small and
admitted as a body,* after the Order had arrived at maturity.

The term "Commandery" and the title "Commander" were never
used by the Templars. Singularly enough, the Order of St. John of

Jerusalem used both "Commander" arid " Preceptor " indifferently for

the same office, which can be seen by reference to old documents, A.D.
1500, or thereabouts. As they succeeded to the Templar possessions in

England after the outward suppression of the Order, they probably
adopted the old name of the religious houses, and used it in common with
their own term of Commandery. All other Military Orders seem to
have used the title "Commander," excepting the Templars, who were
always called "Priors" or "Preceptors." Therefore, the title "Com-
mander " has no Templar meaning in connection with a Preceptory.-

The name " Encampment " is quite a modem and most inappropriate
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per-

innovation not known to the early Order -a military Monastic body
dwelling in fixed places of abode, having then Ueceptiona in their chapels,

never in the field. The English lexicons nay an " Enoamptnent "
ii

ground on which an army, a body of gypsies, or marching party pitchei

"tents" and therefore cannot, with any propriety, be applied tu placet

of meeting in the rooms or halls of houses in a city or town.
There is no valid reason for the assertion that the promoters of the

changes made in 1873, when the Order was re-organized, were actuated
by any desire to sever its connection with the Masonic fraternity. This,

I am satisfied, is not the case ; and I wish most clearly to be understood
that it was never contemplated by me to support such a measure, or to

repudiate the connection with the Craft, for without the fostering care of

the Masonic body our Chivalric Order would never have had its existence

continued, and we could substantiate no claim to be considered as

petuating the true Order of the Temple.
It is most unwarrantable and ridiculous to say that because the adoption

of the correct titles and nomenclature is advocated that there is any

desire for separation, or that by dropping the prefix Masonic it separates

the two bodies and makes us an illegal society, or that the Order has lost

oxuf particle of the claims it ever had to he considered an ally of Free-

masonry. In fact, the Masonic connection has been drawn closer, and

the Craft is still the vital pre-requisite to admission into the United

Orders of the Temple and Hospital. The whole object sought for was

that of dispelling and clearing away palpable errors that had no historical

foundation.
It was never disputed that our Templar body is now, to a certain

extent, Masonic, its qualifications being entirely so, but to say that its

origin was Masonic is altogether erroneous—it was Chivalric. By some

it is contended that it has no such claim, being merely a modern Masonic

invention. If this is the case, why make any allusion to the old Military

Order at all ? Still, if we be only ad imitatiovem, let us be so in reality,

and use proper historical terms and practices, and not continue to promul-

gate false and erroneous ones that have not even antiquity to commend
them. The original purposes for which the old religious military Orders

wore created no longer exist ; they were gradually altered to suit the

purposes of modern civilization. This will account for the numerous
changes they have undergone, and the diil'erences that are seen in the

various countries where they still survive ; in some a mere remnant, but

atill sufficient to preserve their memory from total oblivion.

Prior to the revival in England of Symbolic Masonry, during the early

part of the last century, there are no records to show that the Order had

any connection with the Craft, but some time after that period we hear

of it as the " Petit Elu Herodem Kadosh " Templars, meaning " Elect or

Chosen, and Consecrated or Holy Order of Templars " attached to Craft

Lodges. No doubt this very peculiar designation was introduced from the

continent of Europe, where the great political Order of the Temple had

flourished, and never entirely lost its vitality.

The attempts made at different times to restore its former independence

amongst the knightly Orders proved that it continued to exist in secret,

and we know it became afterwards incorporated under the name of the

"Kadosh," with the "Hautes Grades," a foreign system of Freemasonry,
which, embracing many of the old military and secret societies of the

Middle Ages, was much sought after, and looked upon as more select than

the pure and simple *' Craft " degrees.

The "Kadosh" rehearsed the martyrdom of " De Molay," the last
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Chivalrio Orand Master, and the Bufferinga of the Order ; the doctrine*

inculcated being that the peraecutors of the Templars did not wholly ex-

tinguish the Order, which atill continued to exist under the forms of Free-

mMOiiry ; whilst the " Rose Croix" taught the tru'hs of Christianity by
lymbolizin^ the Crucifixion and Ascension of our Lord—these two grxdea,

the "Rose Croix" and the "Kadosh," beinK an admirable synopsis of the

fsitli and sufferings of the great Orderof the Temple, which on very probable
grounds of popular belief, they represented, having just as much claim to be
considered the legitimate descendants of the old Ctiivalrio Knights as that

of the " Ordre du Temple," of France, or any other branch ; and I much
question if they were not more characteristic of the true Templars than
their authenticated successors, the "Knights of Christ," in Portugal, who
became a mere honorary Papal Order, the crown alone having the right to

nominate its members.
Writers of the last century and of a prior period consider the two titles

of "Knights Templars" and "Knights of St. John" synonymous, probably
from the absorption of the Templar Order, on its dissolution, into that

of the latter ; this may also account in some measure for the confusion of

names by which it became known* and the too common practice of taking
forgranted and copying without investigation the statement of superficial

obtervers. There is no clearer proof of this than what we have in the old

Templar warrant at Kingston, Ont, of date 12th February, 1824, in which
the Order is called "Knitthts Templars of Malta," and obedience directed

to the "Supreme General Grand Conclave at Malta," whereas no such
body existed there, and the Templar body was unknown in Malta uutil

inrrodaced by myself many jears afterwards. The term Masonic was
evidently added to distinguish it from other branches of the Order, non-
Masonic, then existing.

Intiueutial Masons established in England on the 4th of June, 1791,
the first Grand Governing Body for the Tamplar system, and who, adopt-
ing a short ritual for that of St. John, commemorated and accounted for

the union with their old enemies the Templars, but seeking no alliance

with the Sovereign Order then in possession of the island of Malta. We
learn by the records of the Jerusalem Conclave, Manchester, in ^ 786,
that this grade was distinguished from the Temple by a red tunic with
slashed sleeves, black cloak, and slouched Spanish hat, all bearing the
white eight-pointed cross of Malta, in imitation of the red uniform and
white cross worn by the military class of the Knights of Malta.
This Grand Body issued its own warrants to form Encampments, as

they were called (a name not previously known by the Chivalric Orders),
in connection with Craft Lodges and Ruyai Arch Chapters. Those Lodges
that had already the Templar system had no date assigned them, being
called " Immemorial Encampments," and until the " Rose Croix " and
" Kadosh " were surrendered to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
these degrees were always given in Encampments and under the Templar
warrants.

The United Orders as now practised in our English system are purely
intended to represent the Christian doctrines, discarding all philosophical
theories and dogmas introduced by Masonic enthusiasts, and it is prob-
ably better that it should be so, as we can now convey more clearly in our
ceremonies the practice of the early chivalric founders. The " Rose

This prepoBterouB title was called "The Beyal, Exalted, Religious, and Military
Order of Uarodem, Grand Elected Masonic Knights Templar Kadosh of St
Tohn of Jenuidem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta
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Croix " and " Kadoih " are, however, in my opinion, quite unmeaning-
detached from the Templar grade.

From what haa been adduced I submit that we haye a right to infer

and are entitled to consider ourselves the descendants of the true Templar
Order revived and perpetuated by its adoption into the good old peiuiuful

Craft. The principles and teachings of the Order harmoniee with that

of Freemasonry, which so nearly approaches Christianity in theory and

spirit, having the Supreme Bt.;)>^ ^or the object of its worship ; maniiind,

without distinction of class, for its subjects ; and the universe for its

temple, placing all men on the same footing of fraternity.

In my address, last year, I alluded to the Order in Ireland, where, I

have since learned, it was introduced from Scotland, and the original

warrant is still extant from the Royal Mother Kilwinning Lodge, signed

in October, 1770, by the then Cirand Master, the Earl of Eglinton, which

has been always acknowledged and acted upon. This is a direct contra-

diction to the statement implying that the modern Templar system was

first brought to Scotland in 1708, by some non-commissioned oflicera of

an English militia regiment quartered in Edinburgh : evidently a

mistake.

They very probably did revive the Order on its falling into abeyance,

as a warrant was shortly after that obtained from the " Early Grand En-

campment " in Dublin, the offspring of the mother Kilwinning Lodge.

The former close intercourse between Scotland and France, and subse-

quently through the Stuart party, points to the direction from whence the

Masonic adoption of the Chivalric Orders originated there. On the l!)th

June, 1811, the Duke of Kent, as patron of the Order in North Britain,

granted them a charter creating them into a regular Conclave of Knights

Templars and Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.
The report- issued by the Ritual Commission will have made you con-

versant with the object in revising the one in use, which has been under

consideration for several years. A copy of this Ritual has been in my
possession, and I find it all that can be required for a body of intelligent

men, being more in conformity with the nature of the traditions, true

history of the Order, and arrangement of the different parts of a recep-

tion, than our present one ; at the same time, it does not advocate any

material change.

I consider it, with a few explanations and local alterations, to be ad-

mirably adapted for the Standard Ritual of this Great Priory, ar i strongly

recommend its adoption. I purpose, at our present assembly, havini;

it exemplified and explained, and arrangements can be made with regard

to the issue of copies of it, as may be deemed advisable. By the terms

of the treaty of alliance it has already become law on the signature of

the Commissioners, and the Great Priory of Ireland is now using it,

although England seems to hold back, and not consider the treaty

binding.

It was shown by the evidence given during the persecutions in Paris,

A.D. 1310, on the great enquiry into the Templar Order, that they had a

secret reception. The ceremonies took place at ni^ht, in the chapel, and

none but Knights were present. It consisted of repeated entreaties for

admission, exhortations to reflect, warnings as to fatigues, dangers and

privations, sending back to solitary reflection, summoning three times.

This secret ceremonial was taken, most probably, from the Guilds, and

added to their original simple rule as a test of doctrine.

I have had an opportunity of examining several rituals from time to

time, and know that the old English Templar ceremony differs very much
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from our present one, claiinini; » derivation from the ancient roysteriea,

M also a " Uotiorucian " urit^in. It waa expressed in obscnre language,

eviili^ntly to disguise the design of the secret societies, entertained before

the lleformation, to upset the Papal power.
Such forms of Ritual have been long very properly dismissed as unre-

liable and unnecessary legends. We now confine ourselves to the simple
bisturical form of a reception, in which the duties of the Christian Faith
are inculcated. Much depends on the manner the Celebrant con-

ducts these beautiful ceremonies ; for when they fall into the hands of

those who do not appreciate them, they lose all their effect, and become
s more mechanical repetition of words that fail to impress the aspirant.

The terms "Marshal," " Very High," and " Eminent," are all ancient

titles of the Chivalric Orders. " Sir," before the name, denotes the person
to bo a Knight, but the title in ancient times was (juite distinct from
Knighthood, and was a common one amongst the inferior ecclesiastics,

bein<,' the regular translation for " Dominua." Shakespeare makes this

plain, where, in "Twelfth Night," Viola says, "I am one that would
rather with " Sir Priest " than '• Sir Knight". Correctly speaking, " Sir

"

should never be used as a prefix to the surname itself; the Christian

name should always be added.
We do not use the title before the Christian name without the addition

" Knight" because it would Hppear too much like an assumption of Courtly
Knighthood, which the Crown alone has the authority to confer ; but we
address our members ofhcially as " Sir Knight," *' Frater," or "Brother."
"Knight" derived from the Saxon—"an attendant" anciently the

king's attendants or guards—is almost peculiar to England. Other nations

apply it in connection with horses—"mounted soldiers." The French,
"Chevalier;" Italian, " Cavalieri ;

" Spanish, " Cabellero ;
" German,

"Ruyters," etc., etc. In Latin, " Eques," (from egwis, a horse) is a
knii;ht—one mounted. " Miles " is a foot soldier. A Knight is always
said to be "dubbed," not created, but it means the same thing, for
' dub " in English, and " dubber " in French, are said to be derived from
the Saxon " dubbuu "—to gird. " Dub " also signifies a blow, which car-

ries us back to the most ancient ceremony—the cuff on the neck or ear,

and the " thwack " on the shoulder.
" Accolade " has the same meaning in the ancient ceremony of confer-

ring Knighthood, by the King laying his arms about the Knight's neck
and embracing him. This appears to have been exchanged for the
more stately act of touching or striking with the royal sword the kneeling
Knight.

The buckling on of the spurs was an indispensable adjunct of Knight-
hood, and every novitiate should be formally invested with them. In the

old ceremony allusion waa made to the metal (gold) of which the Knight's
spurs were composed.
The practice of affixing a cross to their names, by the ancient Knights,

to denote the Brotherhood of the Temple, was taken from the crnss-hilts of

their swords, which, when wounded and dying on the field, they fixed up-

right before them in the ground, that their last look might rest on the
cross, the symbol of redemption.
They also used the ^atin cross, with the titulus, of two bars %> known

as the Patriarchal cross, symbolizing salvation both to Jew and Gentile,

now assigned to our Preceptors ; but the cross of Salem, or triple-barred,

is a Papal one, and never originally used by the Grand Master of the
Temple. It indicates that he is the Sovereign Priest, Supreme Judge,
and Sole Legislator. It is common in document* instead of using the

'v
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title " Sir " to place the mark of the cross with an F., f., or Fra., (frater)

before the name, as f Fra. for a Knight, % Fra. for a Preceptor, and the

triple cross for the Supreme Grand Master. The armorial cognizance of

the Knight was not infrequently impressed on the pommel of the hilt of

his sword, so that he could at all times readily stamp or seal, or attach it

to his mark or signature on important documents.
Having thus endeavored to give you a sketch of the Order with my own

long confirmed impressions as to what our Order of the Temple, in con-

nection with Freemasonry, really is, I must now beg your consideration

and attention to ti;o communication I lately received from the ''Great Sub-

Prior " of England, Major Shadwell H. Gierke, the acting head of that

Great Priory, who informs me that the Council had recommended, in view

of the differences then existing, that Past Rank be in a great measure re-

stored in the Great Priory of England, and the Ritual hitherto in uue be

permitted to remain ; and further, that the title " Eminent Commander"
be substituted for " Preceptor," but as these views may not coincide with

those of Ireland and Canada, the Great Sub- Prior has submitted the fol-

lowing alterations, which, if agreed to by the three Great Priories, would
only require the formal confirmation of Convent General, viz. :

—"That
each Nationality have full power to frame its own regulations as to

Titles, Past Rank, and Ritual (with common landmarks), but still remain-

ing, as at present, under His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, who
might hold triennial Convents General, where subjects previously agreed

on by the three Great Priories could be formally passed, and where hon-

ours could be conferred." By these means he thinks the present state of

disagreement would cease, and each country left free to adopt the line

which it may think best.

Now, however desirable it might be to have perfect unity on all points,

as the name Convent General implies, meaning a " general coming together

in agreement and concurrence," I consider this compromise the only way

open, and' most strongly recommend that this Great Priory pass a resolu-

tion to carry it out. Canada would then retain all her present titles, !.nd

be guarded against future changes, excepting by her own consent. The

capitation tax would of course be much reduced, and scarcely felt,—

a

small sum to the Yice-Arch-Chancellor annually, with postage, stationery,

and printing, being the only charge.

As we are at present constituted, other Nationalities could not well join

the Convent General, but with these alterations in the Statutes it would

be quite practicable for the United States Templar Nationality (an orig-

inal branch of our own langue), to join this federal alliance, of which,

with perfect propriety, the Parent body has placed H. R. H. the Prince

of Wales, at the head. Scotland could also have no cause of objection.

And in time each Nationality might voluntarily take a common view on

most subjects, especially as to Ritual, which, it is very important, should

be uniform. The Order would then again assume, as in ancient times,

its cosmopolitan and united character of one great and powerful Christian

confraternity.

The Great Prior then announced that he had appointed the

V. E. Frater, Richard Woof, Past Pro. Sub-Prior of Worcester,

to be Canada's representative near the Great Priory of England,

with the rank of a Past Prov. Prior of Canada ; and the V. E.

Frater, the Honorable Judge Townshend. Past Sub-Prior of

Ireland, and Arch Chancellor of Convent General, to represent
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Canada near the Great Priory of" Ireland, with the Past Rank
of a (Ireat Sub-Prior of Canada.

He also announced that V. E. Frater, T. D. Harington, had
lieon appointed by the Great Priory of England, to represent

that body at the (ireat Priory of Canada.
Touching upon the ])()int.s at issue in Convent General, so

clearly defined and explained by the Great Prior, the following

resolution was adopted

:

" That ivhereas the Great Priory of Canada,, when consti-

tuted, accepted in their entirety the then existirg Statutes of

Convent General in all faith and contentment, ard made and
published its own Statutes in accordance therewith :

" Avd tvhereas at a special Convent General, held on the 8th

of December last, certain alterations in the Statutes were
adopted without consultation with the several Great Priories,

which Bodies must, consequently, unless some safeguard against

sudden changes be enacted, be subject to trouble and vexation

at any time at the will of a majority ruling Convent General

for tlie time being,
" Be it tJieiefoi'e Resolved, That it is the deliberate opinion

of this Greit Priory that the Statutes of Convent General
should be aiUended by the following clause, or one of the same
tenor and effect, viz :

—
' That each Great Priory shall have

' full power to frame its own Regulations as to Titles, Past
' Rank, Rituals, (with common Landmarks), &c., and that
' (vonvent General shall hold triennial meetings, at which sub-
' jocts previously agreed to by the Great Priories shall be
' formally passed, by which each shall be left free to adopt a
' line which it may think best for its own local interests.'

And that an ofhcial copy of this Resolution be transmitted to

His Royal Highncns, the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand
Master, through the proper OfKcer."

It was in this year, and on the 20th June, that the calamit-

ous fire at St. John, N. B., took place, and which reduced ovct
thice hundred acres of that city to ashes. Among the sufier-

f is by the disaster were the Fratrcs of " Union de Molay
"

Preceptory, who lost everything but their record book. The
Provincial Prior for the New Brunswick district, V. E. Frater
liobert Marshall, forwarded a report to Great Priory, in which
he detailed the circumstances of the great loss sustained by
the Templars of St. John, and expressed the hope of a speedy
resumption of their Knightly labours. To this end he made
application for the issue of a new Warrant, on as favorable
terms as Great Priory might see fit to grant. The Finance
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M

ORDER OF THE TEMPLE.

REPORT OF THE RITUAL COMMISSION.

Presented to the Convent Oeneral on ^7th October, 1876.

The ComiuiaBion has the honor to report that under the powers dele-

f^ted to it of giving effect to the provisions of the General Statute as to

Ritu il, a Ritual has been drawn up and signed by the Commissioners, in-

cluding the English and Irish Plenipotentiaries.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in reconciling the claims of con-

flicting Rituals, viz. :

—

]. The Ritual of the ancient Templars, founded on the Benedictine
Canons.

3. The Scottish Ritual, very closely copied from it.

;i. The present English Ritual, which is comparatively new, having b en
drawn up in 1851, in place of that previously existing, and

4. The Irish Ritual.

It would have been an easy task to have formed an entirely new Ritual,

but it was exceedingly .lifficult to combine a Ritual out of these discord-

ant elements and yet render it homogeneous.
A General Meeting of the Commissioners, under the presidency of the

Great Prior of England and Wales, was held in April, 1873, all the Com-
missioners but one being present, including the Plenipotentiaries under
the Anglo- Hibernian Convention. At that General Meeting it was deter-

mined to reject novelties or innovations of recent date, and every para-

phrase of Rituals other than those already mentioned, and certain resolu-

tions were unanimously adopted as a basis on which the new Ritual should
be drawn up.

The Ritual drawn up by the Commission is in accordance with these

said conditions and resolutions, it is suited to the Three Kingdoms, and is

consistent with the nature nd traditions of the Order. No noveltij haa

been introduced, and every clause of it is to be found either in actual xoords or

in mbstance in one or other of the Templar Rituals.

Tlie parts into which the Ritual is divided correspond, in general, with
those of the Scottish Ritual, as being more nearly allied to the ancient

forms.

Both the English and Scottish Rituals recognise the class of Novice,
and the latter requires a term of novitiate. This is in accordance with an-
cient rule and practice ; but the Commissioners in establishing a short
term of novitiate have done so chiefly because they believe that such a
regulation will conduce to the interests of the Order, while the power of

dispensiition reserved to the Great Prior and to the Sub-Prior provides
fur cases in which such a term of novitiate may be considered undesir-
able.

In drawing up the Ritual the Commissioners kept in mind the necessity

of arranging the ceremonies so as to suit the limited aco^mmodation at

the disposal of many Preceptories, and were also most careful in avoid-
ing the retention or introduction of any portions of present or past
Uituala calculated to create confusion or to produce ridicule or irrever-

ence.

The Conclave or Meeting is supposed to be a Chapter of the Preceptory,
and not an Encampment of Knights Templars, and to take place in the
Chapel of the Preceptory ; hence the place vt meetinti; is fitted up as a
Chapel, the Altar being in its usual place ; but in Part I(. an Altar or
Sepulchre, as at present arranged in English Receptions, is retained. The

jii:
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Cross or Crucifix, Bible, &c. , are all retained. The Preceptor's chair is

placed on the left of the Altar.

The Installation of the Knights Templars, as also of the Knights of Malta,

took place in their Chapels.
The Knights, having consulted in the Chapterhouse, elected the Can-

didate. Certain communications having been made and questions asked

in an adjoining room, he was led to the Chapel, where the Reception, and

consequently the Consecration, took place.

The Commissioners have endeavoured to follow this precedent, and, with

this view, have combined the Altar, before which the Aspirant kneeled,

with the Sepulchre, since, if the Aspirant was received in Jerusalem, the

Holy Sepulchre and the Altar were identical, and, at the present day, the

Knights of the Holy Sepulchre are knighted at the Holy Sepulchre witji

the sword of Godfrey de Bouillon.

The Knights were never received in the Field, but in the Church of

Jerusalem, or its representative, the Preceptory Chapel, which, by a fic-

tion, was supposed to be the Church of the Holy Sepulchre "at home,"*
the home of the Order being Jerusalem ; for this reason the modern in-

troduction of the term " £ncampment " has been rejected as incorrect

and unwarranted by any authority, t
The opening and closing forms in the English Ritual of 1851 were mere

servile adaptations of the Craft Ritual, and quite at variance with chivalric

or religious ceremony. The forms approved are more simple and appro-

priate, and are based on the Scottish Ritual.

The part of Pilgrim is retained, as it is found in the Rituals heretofore

used, and as it was considered that the Aspirant might be so termed,

though he was never so described in the ancient Canons.
The Scottish Vow of Profession is according to the ancient Canon, and

a modified form of it is introduced.
In accordance with the General Statutes, and also with the Scottish

Ritual, a Ring of Profession is introduced.
In accordance with the General Statutes, and with present English and

Irish Rituals, the Ribbon and Star are introduced.

The Imprecations, which may be considered as another name for Vows,

are retained, being in the Scottish and English Rituals, and formerly in

that of Ireland.

Perambulation in a modified and more consistent form, as in Scottish

Ritual, is retained, although there is no reference to it in the ancient

Canons. It is net in the Irish Ritual.

Chaplains were a special class of the Order, and were eligible for various

<iffice8, including that of Preceptor, which was not necessarily a military

one. Following this precedent, it is proposed that every clergyman, on

inception, shall become, ipso facto, a Chaplain of the Order in general,

and of his Pieceptory in particular, and shall he eligiblf, as heretofore, for

the otiice of Preceptor, and for every other ofiice not necessarily military.

with all rights and privileges pertaining thereto. No novitiate is recjnir-

ed, and provision to that efl'ect is made in the Ritual. Clergymen will

thus be relieved from the necessity of wearing a military costume, and of

holding oHices and performing duties inconsistent with their sacred pro-

fession ; their rights as members of Preceptories, of the Great Priories,

and of the Convent General, being in no way interfered with.

MR
'

* Fide Round Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Bridge Street, CMnbridfie.

I Kni|{htg Uanrcrets were mide "in the open field, under the Royal Banner in battle dis

played ," but this was never the case with the Templars, who were already Knighta on tbeir

reception, and were only " consecrated."
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The prayers hitherto in use are retained , as also those portions of Scrip-

ture usually read. In addition, the Lord's Prayer, and a prayer for the

Queen, the Grand Master, ?-id the Brethren are introduced. This is in

accordance with ancient practice, the recitation of tlie Pater Nuster, and of

a prayer for the Grand Master and the Brethren, being formerly insepar-

able from Templar met>tings. Such prayers are also found in modern
Hitiials.

The mode of " Standing to Order," at present in Mse, is a mere copy of

a modern military regulation ; it is replaced by that assumed, in the time

(if the Crusades, by the Knightly Champions of the Cross at certain por-

tions of their religious services. The position is simple, and assumed only

at the most solemn portions of the ceremonies.

The mode of salute, the pass-words, &c., as in use in England and Wales,

the Commissioners recommend for adoption throughout the Order. They
do not differ in essential points from those of the Irish Branch of the

Order.

A short Ritual for the installation of a Preceptor, corresponding in all

essential points with that now in use in the English Preceptories, has been
drawn up.

A short Ritual for the Reception of a Serving Brother has also been
drawn up.

It is recommended that a cross be prefixed to the word " Frater " or
" Brother," when denoting a Brother of the Temple, as distinguishing the

Templar Brother from that of other Orders or Societies ; such was for-

merly the practice, and it ought not to be abandoned. A Cross should
also be prefixed to the signatures of all professed Brethren when sign-

ing as Templars ; the Patriarchal Cross as heretofore being used by Pre-

ceptors.

The Commissioners recommend that the Ritual now formally signed and
lodged in the respective Chanceries, according to Statute, shall be used
from and after the next Convent General, at every Convent General, and
every Chapter of the Great Priories ; but that in order to avoid incon-

venience, and to afford due time for it^ study,.its use in Preceptories shall

be optional until January 1st, 1878, from and after which date " no devi-

ation shall be permitted from such authentic ritual except authorized by
a Commission appointed by the Convent General ad hoc."

(Signed)

J. F. TOWNSHEND, )

Arch-Chancellor of the Temple. '

P. Mac. C. DeColquhoun,
^

Arch- Registrar of the Temple. *

R. W. Shekleton,
Past Sub-Prior, Ireland.

W, H. Wright,
Past Grand Captain, England and Wales, and Past

Deputy Provincial Grand Commander, Lancashire.

R. B. Dk Burgh,
Chancellor, Great Priory of Ireland.

Emra Holmes,
Past Grand Provost, England and Wales.

John Rtnoland, M.D.,
Constable, Great Priory of Ireland.

Benjamik Terry Hodoe, M.D.,
Past Grand Standard Bearer, England and Wales.

George Chaiterton.

Plenipotentiaries

under the Anqlo-
Hibernian Con-

vention of ISGS.
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The requirements of the Order in Canada in this respect

found voice in the following resolution adopted by Great Priory

:

" That whereas it is advisable that a uniform Ritual be adopted
by this Great Priory, the GranJ Council be requested to take

the matter into their consideration, to prepare such Ritual, and
submit the same to thin Great Priory for adoption at the next

Annual Assembly."
The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was

as usualof a most interesting character, the salient features of the

proceedings of themany Great Prioriesand Commanderies being

judiciously selected, carefully reviewed and critically analyzed.

The indefatigable Chairman of the Committee, V. E. Frater

G. H. Dartnell, in closing his labors for this year remarks

:

" Much of the time of our Republican Fratres appear to be

taken up, in parade, processions, reviews, marching and counter-

mirching, feasting and ' orating.' If all these be necessary to

* advertise ' the Order and attract aspirants to its ranks, well

and good ; but if the great teachings of the Christian Order of

the Temple are over-shadowed by or forgotten amid the ' riot-

ing and junketings' often accompanying these gatherings,

then, indeed, evil is their lot It is to be hoped, however, that

those young and ardent Masons who may be attracted by such

outward glitter and show may subsequently come both to know
and feel that there is something higher and holier in the teach-

ings of the Order and the duties of the Christian Knight."

E; i|
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CHAPTER XXVI.

Recoonitiox of Equality Denied to Canada by tve United States

Gkand Encampment.—The Situation Dihcuhsed by the Great
Pkiok.—Wherein Two Systems Differed.—Infringement of

Jurisdiction. ,

til

F the progress of the Templar Order in Canada was
considered slow at this time, it must he admitted
that it certainly furnished evidence of holding its

ground. There was no falling off to any appreciable

extent, and a glance at the Grand Chancellor's sta-

tistics revealed a condition of solidity that promised
well for future years. A new Preceptory appeared at

the bottom of the roll, viz. :
" Burleigh " St. Thomas,

making twenty-one in all, with a total membership of 587.

Of these the " Godfrey de Bouillon " of Hamilton, " Geoffrey de

St. Aldemar " of Toronto, " Union de Molay " of St. John, N.B.,
" Richard Coeur de Lion " of London, and " Richard Coeur de
Lion " of Montreal, contributed the largest number, viz. : 77,

61, 59,51, and 45 respectively. The " Harington " Preceptory
of Trenton, had not, as usual, furnished any returns, and was
practically defunct. Grand Chancellor Spry, in his Report en
the Condition of Templarism in the Dominion, attributed

much of the apparent apathy in the Preceptories to the lack

of attention to duty on the part of the Provincial Priors, and
ur^ed these Officers to a display of greater activity.

The vexed questions which disturbed Convent General and
the Great Priories comprising that body, remained in abeyance
by reason of the fact that no meeting of the former had taken
place in the interval. In the English Great Priory in Decem-
ber, Lord Skelmorsdale had been appointed to the Chief Office,

in succession to the lamented Earl of Shrewsbury, and from
the " proceedings " of the same meeting it is gathered that in

course of debate it was remarked by the Great Sub-Prior

:

"As to Canada, the Order there felt in an insecure position by
Convent General passing motions, making alterations in the

187
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Statutes at meetings which the Canadian members could not

attend, and the resolution proposed by him afforded thom a

safeguard
; hence their unanimous adoption of it last Au;;nst."

The Fraties of the United States, notwithstanding the sub-

stantial pleas put forward, did not take kindly to the proposal

to accept Canada as an equal, by exchanging representatives,

and the Grand Commander of the Grand Encampment, at the

Triennial Conclave, held at (Cleveland, Ohio, in August, 1877,

thus disposes of it :

—

" The Great Prior of Canada, Col, W, J. B. MacLeod Moore, is ex-

ceedingly anxious to see the Engliah-apeaking Templars brought into

closer fellowship. As tending to that consummation he proposed an ex-

change of representatives between the body over which he presided

with so much ability, and this Grand Encampment. Considerini; this

Grand Encampment of equal dignity and rank with the Convent Gen-
eral, I did not feel authorized to make such an arrangement with a

body subordinate to the highest Templar authority in Great Britain.

Although I differ with V. E, Sir Knight Moore as to the status of the

Great Priory of Canada, I recognize him as a most learned, accom-

plished and enthusiastic Templar, whom I desire thus publicly to

thank for many courtesies and much valuable information relative to

the Orders of knighthood."

This opinion of the U.S. Grand Master was supported by the

Committee on Foreign Relations, which at the same Conclave

included in its Report the following clause :

—
" We entirely

agree with the Grand Master in saying, that while we enter-

tain the warmest regard for our Canadian Fratres, we cannot

regard them as being our peers in a governmental sense, they

being subordinate to the Convent General of the Mother

Country."
What Canada's Great Prior thought of the position taken

by the American Fratres of the Grand Encampment on this

(question, and his view of their contentions, will be found in

his address to the Great Priory. The latter's opinion of the

situation is embraced in the Grand Council's Report on that

Address, which reads, " It is to be regretted that the Graiui

Encampment of the United States should have declined to

accept our Great Priory as its peer, thus assuming an unwar-

ranted and pretentious superiority, which on careful and dis-

passionate enquiry into the position we hold, could not be

justified ; for undoubtedly this Great Priory is as free and

independent a body as the Grand Encampment of the United

States, and in choosing to hold a joint parliament with other

Great Priories called the Convent General, we do not, in the

remotest degree, surrender our national sovereignty as a Great

Prioiy. Hence the position assumed by the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States is unjustifiable."
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And so this struggle for independence and the proper re-

cognition of the rights of Canadian Templars continued to be

waged, in one guise or another, always with a determination

to succeed, never retrograding an inch, bravely defending tha

Jignity and interests of a body that steadily refused to take

second place and, perhaps unknown to the majorit}', if not

all, surely shaping towards an end that put all further

discussion on the matter at rest forever, and placed Canada in

undisputed possession of the situation.

Matters stood thus in Canada when the third annual As-

sembly of Great Pi-iory was called to order in the British

Masonic Chambers at Montreal, on the 11th October, 1878, by
the V. H. and Eminent Great Prior, Col. MacLeod Moore.

There were present at this gathering Fratres W. B. Simp-
son, Geo. H. Dartnell, Robt. Marshall,' Daniel Spry, I. H.
Stearns, R. J. Hovenden, J. T. McMinn, W. C. Morrison, G. W.
Lovejoy, M.D., A. H. Gilmour, J. H. Graham, D. B. Burch,

John Moore, G. D. Reid, T. D. Harington, A. A. Stevenson,

and the visiting Fratres C. B. Lester. Peters, of the Scottish

Encampment, St. John, N.B. ; Geo. Otis Tyler, Grand Treasurer

of the Grand Commandery of Vermont ; Orlando P. Bloss, of

Canton. N.Y. ; M. D. Dawson, London, Ont., and W. H. Hut-
ton, W. P. Evans, Alex. Murray, and J. C. N. Glass, of Mon-
treal.

The Great Prior's address dealt as usual in detail with
everything pertaining to the welfare of his important charge.

In matters domestic he omitted nothing. The relations with
foreign bodies he diplomatically maintained in a harmonious
groove, while jealously guarding the privileges of the body
aver which he himself held the sceptre, and he never failed to

instruct in matters historical, delving into the past with all the

ardour of an enthusiastic student that he might discover some-
thing in Templar lore to add to the already bountiful feasts

of information which he had in years gone by given to his

Fratres and to the world. His anxiety to impart Templar
knowledge to those under his authority was seconded by his

keen desire to maintain in all its beautiful integrity the ancient
principles of the Christian Knights which elsewhere were in

serious danger of being ruthlessly tampered with.

As bearing upon this the remarks of V. E. Frater Dartnell,

in closing his report on Foreign Correspondence for this year,

may not be out of place here.

"There is much in the proceedings of our Brother Knights
from the United States which is not of any interest to us
Particularly may be named discussions and dissertations as tc
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Masonic law, as applied to the Templar Order. Now, one

<litference between us is this, that whereas we but use Ancient

and Capitular Freemasonry as the avenues or portals of admis-

sion to the Order, and have a Constitution or Statutes fnimed

upon the ancient rules of the Order, modified to meet the re-

(juirements of the times—our brethren South of the lakes are

Immpered and weighted by the whole body of Masonic law,

which they have engrafted upon their system. In their ritual

and forms, too, there is an attempt to assimilate them to Ma-

sonic forms, instead of conforming to history and tradition.

The tendency is natural, because few have the learning or can

afford the research which has resulted in the framing of tho

present English system, and of the forms and ceremonies per-

tinent thereto. It may not be amiss to call the attention of

our brethren to the fact, that assent to the doctrine of the

Trinity is now required from all visiting brethren."

From the exhaustive address of the Great Prior, the follow-

ing extracts are taken.

Having been alwayB led to think that tracing the early history of any

ancient society, or useful institution, is in almost every case a matter of

interest, I shall venture to treat occasionally in my annual report to Great

Priory, on disputed points and discrepancies in the history of the Order,

as a record in our proceedings for future reference. At the present time

in Canada it appears more particularly necessary clearly to show what the

Order in reality is ; so many doubts have of late arisen as to the legality

of any " Secret society," however loyal and praiseworthy the principles

on which they are founded may be, all being classed, in the public miud,

under the same category, and lookfd upon with suspicion, as tending to

foster and embitter religious and party antagonism.
Since our last annual convocation of Great Priory no meeting of Con-

vent General has taken place, nor has any decision been arrived at as to

the alterations in the statutes, which called forth our protest uf the

10th March, 1877, and the subsequent resolution adopted by Great

Priory.

From the report received of the proceedings of the Great Priory of

England in December, a similar resolution was adopted, which had ahu

been submitted to the Great Priory of Ireland, who have referred the

matter to its Council, but have not as yet reported thereon. This will

account for the delay in Convent General meeting.
In the course of the debate on this question at the Great Priory of Eng-

land, the Eminent Knight, Sir Patrick Colquhoun, ex-Grand Chancellor,

alluded most pointedly to the Great Priory of Canada, " for having in »o

short a ?ime from issuing their protest changed their minds, and adopted

a compromise which, if carried out, would tend to establish three separate

systems ; which, it is to be feared, in time will become more and more

dissimilar, and the unity of the Templar body be necessarily destroyed.

No doubt our learned brother Knight was annoyed, and it is not to be

wondered at that he should very justly feel so at the defeat of the mea

sures he had taken so much pains and time to effect, and seeing the hripes

he entertained for the ultimate good and prosperity of the Order likely

II
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come to nothing. It is not too much to My that the Templar Order is

under a debt of obligation to him for ao fearleaaly and ably attempting a
thorough reformation, and exposing the abanrd erron and practices of

modern Templary. That he has not entirely succeeded is in a great mea-
sure owing to the fact that amongst the members of the Order in Eng-
land, even drawn as they are so largely from the well educated class, there

ii little or no really intelligent study or care for Templar or Masonic his-

tory, they generally being satisfied to rest content that all things should
remain as they found them, and the sticklers for the " Encampment " and
" Cummandery " style of nomenclature seem to take a delight in obsti-

nately ignoring all propounded " Legitimate descent " theories or histori-

cal facts, urging the spurious character of modem Templary with all their

might, and have actually advocated a schism for the sake of retaining

terms which convey neither moaning nor sense.

It does not seem possible that they are aware of the correctness and ad-

vantages of the changes introduced^ and that it must only be inferred that

this strong feeling of opposition has arisen from the changes being carried

out by, as it were, a sort of surprise, and in fact, as they consider, being
'> ultra vires." In Canada, after issuing the protest, when it was under-
stood the minut«s of Convent General were not capable of contest, unless

for the reason that they were not correctly recorded, and what had been
done in Convent General could only be altered by new notices of motion
and a re-opening of the whole question, it became necessary for the Great
Priory of Canada to protect herself from any future innovations of Con-
vent General, where the English G^-eat Priory have practically all the
power, and are always on the spot to act in concert ; hence the resolution

adopted at our last meeting. There cannot be a question that both the
Oreat Priories of Ireland and Canada had not been properly considered
when the changes in the statutes were made, and therefore cannot be ex-
pected to accept the voting of Convent General as conclusive of their in-

terests in them ; at the same time the Great Priory of Canada can still

adhere to her own views of the (question without departing from the fed-

eration of the whole body. We desire to adhere to the constitutions laid

down by Convent General Statutes in 1873, and we confirm our protest of

10th March, 1877. If differences are to exist in Great Priories, this Great
Priory will retain, the statutes which were passed in Great Priory of the
10th August, 1876 ; but if the cohesion and uniformity of the Order can
be ensured by an alteration, such as that previously proposed by the
Council of the Great Priory of England in May, 1877, I think I am right
in saying that this Great Priory will assent to a limited past rank, as pro-
posed, but decline to adopt the term " Eminent Commander," not deem-
ing it an historical designation or consistent with ancient usage to call the
head of a Preoeptory by that title ; the statutes of Convent General to re-

main intact in every other respect. It is to be earnestly desired that
there should be unity of feeling and similarity of practice between the
Oreat Priories, but it is evident that the section of the English Great
Priory who desire to return to and retain the old system have, for a long
time past, considered themselves the ultimate and supreme authority over
all Templar matters in England and the British Colonies, and do not
think of Ireland or Canada as having any power indepen(^ently of them

.

This perhaps may be a very natural idea, but the sooner it is dispelled
and a more liberal and correct one entertained, the more satisfactory will
it be for the future prosperity of the Order. I understand that at the
present time, taking a series of Preoeptories, not two in England will be
found entirely to agree in nomenclature or costume, a state of things
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moat imMtisfaotory and confuting. The fact that H. R. H. The Princt

of Wales \% our Grand Matter ahould be a aufifioient inoentive to heal

differeuoee of opinion, and induce conoeuiont on minor points as a prudent
turmination of the ditfiouUies we labor under.
Wo liave now to decide upon and confirm the adoption of the future

ritual for the Order in Canada. I have already stated my opinion of the

one submitted by the Oommittee of Convent General, and which, if it had

not been for the schism raised in the Great Priory of England, would now
by the terms A the Federal Union have been in use and adopted without

any (}ualiKc«tion, but as such is not the case, Great Priory considered it

advisable at last moeting for the Council to prepare and report upon a

uniform ritual for Canada, to be submitted at this meeting. I have my-

self given the subject considerable attention, believing in the necessity of

revising the ritual in use : therefore, taking into consideration the opin-

ions and wishes of the Order in Canada, that a little judicious prunins; of

the new, and retaining portions of the old ritual, would make the one re-

commended more satisfactory and acceptable, I have carefully arranged

the contemplated additions, without altering the text of the Convent Gen-

eral Ritual, and have submitted them to the Council. Improving rituals,

like making them, is an art in which there are very few adepts, and gen

erally results in miserable failures ; it is of course possible to improve, and

it is easy to do so in the opinion of this or that brother, but it is also

quite possible that what some would consider improvements, would not

be in the taste of others, and would indeed mar rather than mend. What
we require is a simple but comprehensive ritual, embodying the doctrines

of the Order strictly in accord with our history and traditions, and with

no fanciful efforts at fine writing, retaining generally the old style of

language as being more terse and appropriate. The great object should

be to go back to first principles, keeping as nearly as possible to what the

Order really was in the olden time, before innovations had crept in, avoid-

ing all fanciful imitations or allusions to what is supposed to be, which

latter course seems to have been pretty much the system followed in

modern Templar liturgical services.

I am convinced the ritual now recommended, when brought into working

order, will give satisfaction, and be considered a great improvement on the

old one, assimilating as it does, with historic truths, and the changes that

have taken place in the Constitution. It will also gi e to our young Great

Priory fresh impetus, and a starting point from its formation, completing

the re- organization I have so long anxiously looked forward to, as the

crowning effort to place the Order in Canada, introduced by myself a quar-

ter of a century ago from England, on a lasting and firm basis, represent-

ing consistently the famous chivalry of the Crusades.

The pre-requisite Masonic Degree before being admitted to the Templar

Order is that of the " Royal Arch," not that there is any connection be-

tween the two ceremonies, but from its being with us the completion of

the Craft, and therefore forming the connecting link with the purely

Masonic Degrees. The Royal Arch inculcates most strongly the know-

ledge of the sacred name, with a firm belief and trust in T.G.A.O.T.U.,

to whom all Masons are taught to look for assistance in the hour of

trial, and is therefore the proper prelude to the Christian Order of the

Temple, in which we voluntarily adopt a special belief in the blessed

Trinity, declaring our trust for eternal salvation in Jesus Christ the

Mediator. It has been suggested that we should incorporate the Bed
Cross of the United States system, as also the Cryptic Degrees of Royal

and Select Masters, as a pre-requisite. I most distinctly and positively dis-
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a|i|>ri)vo of any Biich innovation, and cannot mh what object there ia tube
uaiiiud by iiicroasint; int<>rmodiate Du^reefi that have no connection far or

near with the Templar Order, re<|uirin^ candidatea to involuntarily take
ii|ii>ii til) niRclven iihli^ationa of Degrees they have no wish or desire to

lici'Diiiu ac(iimiiited with ; all that is necessary to preserve the connection
with the nniversally acknowledKed Degrees of Ancient Freemasonry being
tlif Ifoynl Arch, the Mastt-r Mason not being considered complete without
it, \v)iy then should wo wish to debar worthy aspirants from joining the
<> (lit-, who are unwilling to enter it through Degrees they may considi r

iMiiieceBsary, and which at best are but offshoots from genuine Masoniy
ntul have no practical purpose of utility to offer? liy all means let thusu

whii winh to propngato tho numerous existing rites do so, as their tastes

niid ft!t>lings dictate, and there is no reason why they should not, but us

m'liHrate and distinct Degrees. The Red Cross of the United States being
the imss to their peculiar Ttmplar system, their (jlrand Encampment
authdrizod mo some years ago to empfiwer Preceptorios in Canada to coni-

itiiiiiioate under the Templar Warrant, so much of it to the members of

till' < 'rder as would insure recognition on visiting the Commanderies of

till* I tilted 'States. I consider this (|uite sutKcient to continue our friend-

ly iiitirciiurso ; further information of the Degree if wished, must be ob-
tiiiiR-d upon regular application to the Council of Kites of Canada, iu

uLicli a Red CrosH Council of Babylon has been embodied.
The Degree of Templar Priest, formerly a part of the ISritish Templar

StHtein, has been wiHoly, almost generally, discontinued, as unnecessary,
i Itliough separate tabernacles are still worked, and we continue to cmi-
fir, by auth(jrity of the Templar Warrant, the Degree of Malta, to cotn-

iiuiiiorate the amalgamation that took place with the Order of St.John after

the persecution of the Templars ; but it is not necessaiily a part of the
Templar Ceremonies and is now given (piite separately as a distinct De-
liree.

Tlio action taken at the last triennial meeting of the Grand Encampment
if the United States, in declining to accept our Great Priory as its peer
nil the representative (juestion, 1 consider a mistake, although it is of very
little importance to us, as it cannot alter our status or position as an in-

dependent body ; but it is so far an unwise assumption of pretentious
atiperiority that it is likely to prevent any alliance or closer intercourse
))utween the two jurisdictions. It appears to me the mistake has arisen
frnni not understanding the true meaning and purport of the union of the
• ireat Priories. To make this clear, I should remind you that the origi-

nal " Order of the Temple " was divided into provinces, classed under two
Kreat divisions, the eastern and the western, containing numerous Pre-
CL'ptiiries of Temple houses, all having their own appointed Governors.
Eii.;laiid, one of the provinces of the western division, included Scotland
iiiiil Ireland, having each a Great Prior, the whole Templar Order being
aiihnrdinate to one Grand Master, who always resided in the eastern divi-

sion. Following this precedent, the object was to form the nucleus of a
cosmopolitan chivalric fraternity, which it was hoped all English speaking
Templars would gladly join, acknowledging His Royal Highness the Prince
of W ales as the only Grand Master, whose acceptance of the othce, and
the union or alliance of the Great Priories, added dignity and importance

the Order, and from whom honors could most appropriately emanate,
as the higher and more distinguished the rank the person holds who dif-

fuses any honors, the more likely it is that the value of such honors will
not he destroyed by too diffuse a dispensation. The distinction Princes
put upon the honors they confer ia in this rdspect the surest means of

M
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preserving them from falling into decay and being looked upon with in-

difference. Still this alliance was in no way to interfere with the c )mplete

independence uf each nationality or each individual political allegiai:ce,

but, unfortunately, from the incongruous position Templary has fallen

into in modern times, this does not now appear practicable.
" Convent General " is nothing more than the Parliament of the allied

Great Priories, composed of representatives from each nationality. It

neither grants warrants n(jr interferes directly with any Preceptory, and

is in reality not analogous to the Grand Encampment of the United

States, which is their national Templar Body ; besides, on investigation

it will be found that the organization of the Grand Encampment is t(A il-

ly different, and where that is the case, identity of name does not make
two Orders one. The present " Grand Encampment " was created in 181 li

by the member? then comprising eiglit separate Encampments ; Templary

in the United States receiving its first impetus from the Sup. Council A.

and A. S. Rite, 33°, the earliest Grand Encampment, that of New
York, being characterized by a Consistory 32'', and they founded their

constitutions on I'ae Independence of the United States in civil govern-

ment, having their chief head and chief government in their own country,

and its jurisdiction bounded only by the civil jurisdiction of such govern-

ment, adopting regulations they considered applicable and advisable to

the requirements of the Masonic Body in the United States without refer-

ence to the Templars of other countries. The Order is therefore with

them peculiarly American, derived from the "Kadosh," the 30th or

Templar degree of the A. and A. S. Rite, in which the death of the last

Grjind Master, De Molay the Martyr, is commemorated in the legends of

the degree, and black insignia worn as a symbol of mourning to his mem-
ory. It is an ably formed organization, but in no respect does it assimi

late with ours, being unlike in ceremony, O. B. , usages and customs. We
require our candidates to profess the doctrine of the Trinity ; they do

not, and on that ground it has been remarked to me, " How can we con-

scientiously c insider as the same Order to admit of any alliance I
" Thi*

point of doctrine, as well as theii* semi-military organization, would not

be generally acceptable to the Great Priories, particularly to that of Ire-

laud, where the wearing of arms in public processions is prohibited. 1

have only made these remarks to show how completely the two systems

vary in constitution and practice. We can always find enough in the

regulation of our own affairs without unnecessarily impeaching the posi-

tion or interfering with that of others.

We endeavor to represent the ancient Templars of the Crusades in

usages and costume, they follow the Masonic legendary history and prac-

tices of ihe Order ; but although we differ in so many points, there is not

the slightest reason why the amicable relations that have always existed

between us as Masons should not continue as warmly as ever, for so lent;

as the Orders on both sides are based on the same broad principles, and

so far resemble each other in essentials so that community and recipro-

city exist, the details are comparatively of minor importance. It was

only since the introduction o! the Order into Canada that for the first time

any communication whatever has taken place between the United States

and British jurisdictions, the first overtures being made by the former

Grand Conclave of England and Wales ; and we endeavored in 1870, by an

exchange of representatives between so.iie of their Commanderies and uiir

late Grand Priory to establish more friendly relations, but subsequently

the Grand Encampment of the United States objected to their subordin-

ates entering into any foreign relations, and since we became an indepen-
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dent national body declined the same courtesy between us and them-
selves. The Grand Encampment having displayed so much anxiety to
assert superiority over the Great Priory of Canada, we must presume
the inconsistency of their continuing the Provincial Prior of Eastern
Ontario, and the Eminent Knight, Creigh, of Washington, Pennsylvania,
as representatives between themselves and the Great Priory of England
is an oversight, all the Great Priories being co-equal in every respect.
Last August, I had ihe pleasure of meeting the United States Templar

Cimmandery, the "Trinity," cf Manchester, New Hampshire, who had
made an excursion to the city of Montreal, and was highly gratified, being
publicly received and honoured by a military salute. I was much im-
pressed on seeing the becoming costume, wearing the black sash edged
with silver lace and other badges of the " Kadosh," so well adapted to
their semi-military organization and appropriate to their Masonic origin

;

but I am more satisfied than ever it would not be a suitable costume for

us, who adhere to mediaeval Templar usages ; besides, public processions,
in which military display seems to constitute the greatness of the Order,
would not be advisable or indeed practicable. And whatever the prac-
tices of the United States may be, they form no rule for the British

branches of the Order. Appearing in public with Templar or Masonic
Emblems of any kind is opposed to our customs and long established

usages, and contrary to the wish of our Royal Grand Master.
A fixed place and time of holding the annual convocations would be a

most salutary measure, and one which, I think, would help to the regu-
larity of the attendance, and to the legislation being more maturely con-
sidered, by giving greater facilities for the transaction of business than
is now the case. We have heretofore met in conjunction with the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Canada, to avoid the time and expense of two
separate journeys. This is no longer applicable, the Order of the Temple
comprising the whole Dominion, and there being now separate Grand
Royal Arch Chapters in the Province. 1 would suggest that the present
month of October, and in Montreal, at the period before or after the
Supreme Grand Council, 30 A. & A. S. Kite of Canada assembles, be de-

cided upon, leaving it in exceptional cases for the Council or Great
Prior to name time and place. This would give our brethren from the
Maritime Provinces an opportunity of attending both bodies, which it is

hardly to be expected they could do as we are at present constituted.

The statutes of Great Priory provide that the duties of Chancellor may
be delegated to the Vice Chancellor, and a remuneration fixed for the dis-

charge of the active duties of the ofHce. I would strictly recommend
that these duties should always be performed by the Vice Chancellor
leaving the title of the Chancellor, which ofhce must be filled by a Great
officer, open and untrammelled for election annually by Great Priory

;

the duties of the ofKce being virtually those of Secretary, and the services

reciuired more intimately connected with the Great Prior, it is not advis-

able that changes should take place irrespective of him, which must be
the case in an elective oftice.

1 have pointed out at our last meeting, what I consider an oversight in

continuing to style the great officers Grand-Great and Grand, being
synonymous, and as we ere now called a Great Priory with great officers,

we should entirely omit the word Grand, except when applied to officers

of the former Grand Priory.

In page 21 to No. 79, of the statutes, a clerical error appears in fixi
,

the date of De Molay the Martyr's death (which took place two days be-
fore the vernal equinox), on the 13th March, instead of the 1 1th—Addison
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records 19th March, 1314, but this is accounted for in the difference be-

tween the new and old styles, and which were not changed until long

after. The vernal equinox, by which all datta are regulated, took place

then on the 13th of March, but is now fixed for the 21st March, so that

the anniversary of his death is the ]9th, although it still continues to be

held on the 11th of March,
The question of jurisdiction has been lately submitted to me for the

purpose of enacting some restrictions on bodies of Templars of the other

nationalities continuing to exercise authority in the Dominion. This

Great Priory having control over the whole of Canada, it is considered

the time has arrived when it becomes expedient to assert that authority,

and require all Templar bodies in Canada to acknowledge fealty t>> this

Great Priory. I think I am right in saying that the settled Masonic law

on this point is that, for the sake of peace and unity, one Masonic power

shall not create subordinates in a ountry occupied by another independ-

ent and co-equal power ; even if the naked right existed there are ample

considerations that forbid its exercise. A Scottish Templar Encatnpinenr

has been for years in existence at St. John, New Brunswick, which 1 had

hoped, indeed was led to believe, would, on the establishment of the

Great Priory of Canada, have resigned their Scottish warrant, and joined

our jurisdiction. That we have now the right to exclusive authority there

does not appear to be a doubt, but I should be averse, indeed, to

see any stringent measures adopted that would tend to alienate the

fraternal feelings that should exist between Templar bodies whatever

their nationality, and I feel and am satisfied that voluntary alle<,'iance

should be sought, and not a compulsory one. If therefore the Encamp
nient of St. John is unwilling to resign their fealty to the Chapter-(ien-

eral of Scotland, it would be unwise, and indeed unjust, to adopt any

coercive legislation in the matter ; but if they wish to join this jurisdiction,

the same privileges should be tendered them as enjoyed by our own Pre-

ceptories, as to seniority according to the date of their present warrant

and standing in the Order of the officers, past and present ; but I certain-

ly would object to the Chapter-General of Scotland exercising any further

authority in the Dominion, by creating new Encampments or Priori s.

which must seriously impede the progress and retard the success of our

Canadian Preceptories. This is a matter for your deliberation, and open

to a future remonstrance with the Chapter-General of Scotland.

A short time since I was requested by a Provincial Prior to take

steps for the suspension of brethren of the Order under this jurisdic-

ton, who having become members of the so called Craft Grand Lndtje

of Ontario, and had been expelled from all the privileges of Masonry

by the Grand Lodge of Canada, to prevent their visiting or being con-

sidered in good standing by any of our Preceptories. I directed the

Grand Chancellor to make all requisite enquiries, and take the proper

course the investigation necessitated. There is no question that a

Templar expelled from Craft Masonry for violating his O. B. can no

longer be considered a fit member of the Order of the Temple, and ia

ipso facto disqualified from being admitted to any of its privileges,

The Grand Chancellor will no doubt be able to enter into particulars

of the case for the information of Great Priory, although he has not

furnished me with any statement ; a. id further action can be taken, if

it is the wish of the Provincial Prior who made the report to bring it

forward for legislation.

During the past year His Royal Highness the Grand Master has been

pleased to fill up the vacant oftices of Great Prior in England and Ireland.
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He has conferred the former upon the Right Honorable Lord Skelmera-

dale, a nobleman ^'ell and favorably known to the Craft, and the latter

on his brother, H. R. Highness the Duke of Connaught.
With the exception of the lamented death of our esteemed representa-

tive near the Great Priory of England, the late JFra. Richard Wolfe of

Worcester, England, we have been mercifully favored in not having to

record the loss of any of our members of the Order amongst us. It will

now be proper to appoint in his stead another representative near the

Great Priory of England.

In alluding to the Order in Ireland at our last meeting as having been
derived from Scottish authority by a warrant, dated 1779, from Mother
Kilwinning Lodge, I was mistaken in supposing (from only having seen

reference to the warrant), that it gave full power to work the Templar
degree, Since then, from the kindness of R. W. Brother James H. Meil-

son, a well-known Masonic antiquarian of Dublin, I have been put in

possession of a copy of the warrant with all particulars, as also by R. VV.

Brother William J. Hughan, of Truro, the acknowledged Masonic au-

thority, whose thorough researches, correct appreciation and deductions

on all Masonic subjects he investigated, are fully to be relied upon. Tt

now appears plain that the Irish brethren applied to Mother Kilwinning
Lodge for the warrant, and named the Lodge as they did for the ex-

press purpose of having what they considered a legal authority for

conferring the Knight Templar Order, and it is evident enough that they

must have been Templars before they applied for it. Nor is there any
evidence to show that warrants were ever issued at that time for any
other purpose except to constitute a Graft Lodge.
The opposers of the Christian Degree, who assert that there is no direct

evidence to connect Christian Knighthood with Masonry, seem to be en-

tirely oblivious of the fact that Freemasonry was wholly Christian in its

ceremonies up to the early part of the current century ; but with marvel-
lous inconsistency they are prepared to accept all sorts of speculative

theories regarding the very early history of Masonry, in which the most
bare-faced fables are stated as acknowledged facts, because they are sup-

posed to add lustre to the Craft ; whilst in defence of the Templar Order,
facts and fancies are alike thrown aside. The fact is, a great deal of

nonsense has been written and said about the Order, and many who
have considered themselves censors and critics should have been content
to observe the motto of the Craft, Avdi, Vide, Tace. In my remarks on
Modern Templary I have stated that remnants of the Chivalric Order
may have assumed some of the higher degrees and formed bodies of their

own, such as those in the A. and A.S. 33°. I am quite aware that none
of those organizations into which the Templar Order is supposed to have
entered had any being as Masonic degrees until long after the time when
it would have been dangerous for the Chivalric Templars, if any remained,
to reorganize the Order openly under its old name, or any necessity to

retain, under the mask of Freemasonry, a secret Templar organization; but
I have always looked upon and believed that some of them are but a con-
tinuation of or derived from the " Secret Societies " of the middle ager.

It is not at all likely that those " High Degrees " were all invented and
sprung suddenly into existence at the commencement of the last century
without any feasible foundation of long standing to warrant their intro-

duction.

I am free to confess it is not easy to account Batisfaotorily for the absence
of all records to show any connection with Freemasonry from the time of
the Reformation, when the combined Orders of the Temple and Hospital
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indications were that the Chapter General of Scotland would
dispute Canada's sovereignty in its own territory. Referring

to this matter the Committee of Grand Council to which was
icfeircd the address of the Great Prior, said in its report,

" Your Grand Council fully agree with the remarks made by

tlie Great Prior in respect to the jurisdiction of this Great

Priory, but whilst they are of opinion that Preceptories or En-
campments which have derived their authority from foreign

jurisdiction should be treated with all consideration and
courtesy, yet they cannot for one moment recognize the right

of any foi'eign Grand Body to establish within our jurisdiction

any new Preceptories or Encampments."
The death of Canada's Representative near the Great Priory,

of England, Fra. Richard Wolfe, F.S.A., was an event much
deplored at the time as a loss to Templarism and Masonry.

The distinguished Frater was better known by the name of

'Woof," but lately had resumed the ancient and correct

spelling of his family name, being descended from the old

family of Wolfe of Madeley, County Salop, and of the same
stock as the hero of Quebec. He was a Fellow of ^he Anti-

quarian, Royal, Historical, and other learned societies, and de-

voting much time to these studies, his high talents and attain-

ments enabled him to contribute many valuable papers. At
the time of his lamented death he was Registrar of the English

Langue of the time-honored Order of St. John of Jerusalem,

taking the greatest interest in its works of charity. He pub-
lished in 1865, a most interesting sketch of the Orders of

Knights Templars and Knights of St. John.

The recommendation of the Great Priory that a fixed place

for holding the Annual Convocations of the Priory apparently
found favor, for we find that a resolution was adopted at this

Assembly selecting Montreal as the City, and October the

time. It was subsequently discovered that this arrangement
conflicted with the Statutes, and although the Great Prior

sought to have the resolution sustained as being calculated to

meet the convenience of the Fratres in all parts of the Domi-
nion, his wishes succumbed to the law.

An important Clause in the report of the Grand Council on
the address, adopted by Great Priory, read, *' Your Grand
Council would especially refer to that portion of the Great

Prior's address which refers to our candidates being required

to profess the doctrine of the Trinity, and would beg to record

as its opinion, that inasmuch as said doctrine does not form
part of the United States Templar System, that no frater hail-

ing from that body should be permitted to visit our Precep-
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tories without being called upon solemnly to declare his belief

in the Holy Trinity."

The Ritual approved by Convent General and revised by

the Great Prior was adopted at this Assembly, and its exempli-

fication by the Montreal Fratres was witnessed by the Great

Prior and officers of Great Priory before the close, the memliers

of " Richard Coeur de Lion " being highly complimented for

the able and accurate performance of the beautiful and impres-

sive ceremonies.
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CHAPTER XXVII.

In a Sea of Trouble.—Canada's Independence Questioned.—Con-

vent General Continues in a Somnolent State.—The Scottish

Encampment in New Brunswick.—Beginninu of a new Dif-

ficulty.

OSSESSING within herself all the elements of

strength, Templar Canada was still confronted

within and beyond her borders by obstructions

that, without being formidable or obtrusive, wei'e

sufficient to occasion a little anxiety and vexation
spirit. Among sister jurisdictions the same court-

eous but very decided disinclination to admit her claim

to complete sovereignty was provokingly manifest, des-

pite the invulnerable arguments put forward in its support.

The elegant leisure exhibited by Convent General in conven-

ing a meeting assisted materially in maintaining the chaotic

condition of afi'airs so far as the federation was concerned ; in-

deed so completely was the aim and object of its existence for-

gotten by that great body that even the Great Prior of Canada
was induced to call upon the Fratres of the Dominion to " de-

clare by resolution the independence of Great Priory."

Like a little cloud on the horizon, the brief allusion by the

Great Prior in his last annual address to the Scottish Encamp-
ments in New Brunswick, seemed to grow into larger and
gloomier proportions. With supreme indifference to the claims

or pretensions of Canada, the Chapter General of Scotland

ignored all harmonious advances ; but when it is considered

that all its dignity and strength were comprised within the

limits of its own grandiloquent title, it will be at once under-

stood why there was not at all times a disposition to smile at

and forgive its assumption of greatness. It is difficult to con-

ceive, however, any argument other than filial attachment that

could be adduced on the part of the two Encampments in New
Brunswick, or why they should continue their desire to own
allegiance to a body that possessed but seven other subord-
inates, and three of these, like the Encampments in New
Brunswick, located in distant parts of the universe. The
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question was mooted because principle was involved, not with
any desire to coerce the Scottish I'ratres into forsakinj; tlieir

allegiance at the bidding of expediency. It lay not with the

Encampments so much to take the initiative as with their

governing power, and as this latter seems to devote all its busi-

ness time to preserving the autonomy of its impressive title,

the prospect of consummating a perfect union of the Templar
bodies in Canada must be postponed until the Scottish Fratres

themselves realize that the Chapter General of Scotland is

very little more than what is contained in the four words of

its name.
Not less important, and having a bearing upon fraternal re-

lations equally as grave, was the Trinitarian test, which we in

Canada maintained was absolutely necessary if the principles

of the early Templars were to be ours. Serious in more aspects

than one, this question loomed up as threatening a barrier to

an intercourse which to rupture would have been a calamity.

The Great Prior, however, with his usual tact, took hold of the

difficulty and after analyzing it in detail submitted a recom-

mendation which was subsequently acted upon. He also some

six months prior to the Annual Assembly made public through

the medium of the Masonic pt-ess the following letter

:

THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOI.Y TRINITY IN ITS CONNECTION WITH THE
KNIGHTS TEMFLAUa ORDER—BY COL. MACLEOD MOORE, GREAT fRIOB

OF CANADA.

The action taken at the last meeting of the Great Priory of Canada,

requiring that all visiting Knights Templars from the United States should

certify their acceptance of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, before being

received into any of our Canadian Preceptories, having given rise to some

discussion, I have deemed it advisable to explain why it was considered

necessary to apply such a test. The Freemason's Repository , of Providence,

R. I. , alludes to it in a most Masonic spirit, but is wrong in saying that

the test was decided upon at the recommendation of the Great Prior,

which is not the case, as will at once be seen on reference to the Proceed-

ings of the last Great Priory, 11th October, 1878, at pages 228 and 243,

where the differences existing between the Templar system of the United

States and Canada are pointed out. So far from recommending the test

to be applied to visiting Knis;hts Templars in good standing, I consider

the legislation on this point too hasty, requiring further consideration

For, if the Templar organization of the United States is entitled to recog-

nition by the British Order, we have no right to demand from their mem-
bers any O. B. or declaration that their own ruling power does not re-

quire of them. To do so is uncourteous, if not unjust—the fact that their

Grand Body does not exclude " Unitarians" certainly affects the whole

Association, according to our views, and deprives it of its chief Tem-

plar characteristic—but if we continue to acknowledge the Body to be

regular Templars then we should recognize as lawful members of it

any one whom it has seen fit to receive ; ^n other words, we cannot
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recognize the ABSOciation and yet claim the right to dictate to it whom
it shall receive. What might have been done by Great Priory was to

declare that the Order in the United States is not a Templar Order with

which we can maintain communication, having discarded its most essential

characteristic.

As a Body, purporting to represent the Ancient Order of Knights
Templars, we have a right to apply the test to all who seek affiliation

with U8, because it must he evident that it is as necessary for a Tem-
plar to believe in the Trinity as it is for a Craft Mason to believe in

God, still it looks like an assumption of intolerance to exact the test

from visiting Brethren of the United States, and it would be better to

take for granted that all Templars are and must be Trinitarians, and
that the test from them, in conse(]uence, is not required. I do not
myself see how the United States Templar Body cannot be Trinitarian ;

the whole ritual under which they are created unmistakably tends that

way. If the representation of the crucifixion and ascension, and the
anthem sung at their receptions, does not convey Trinitarian belief and
doctrine, nothing does. It is not my purpose to enter into any contro-

versy as to the necessity of a belief in this eacred mystery, or why
such a requirement is called for on the part of members of the Templar
Order, further than to remark that the Order of the Temple is, and has

always been, from its organization, emphatically a Trinitarian Association,

and should any explanations be allowed so as to permit Christian Masons
who deny that dogma to be admitted, it ceases to be the Templar
Order, althou^ih continuing the name, just as the Rose Croix 18^ of the

A. and A.S. Rite, in some jurisdictions which admit Jews and Free
Thinkers, &c., is not in reality the Rose Croix at all.

It is to be regretted that when adopting the Templar Order in the
United States, as one of the Masonic degrees, they should, from motives
of expediency, have discarded its principal characteristics, to admit of

those Christian Masons who deny the doctrine of the Trinity being
received as Templars, this compromise virtually cutting off the entire

Order from forming a close alliance, or its members aftiliating with other
existing bodies of the Order. No one can for a moment doubt that

there are numbers of Christian Masons, who although they deny the
Trinity are most estimable members of society and consistent observers
of the virtues of Christianity ; but the objection still remains, and they
ccoinot properly be considered as true Templars. The society admitting
none but members of the Masonic body, and such only as profess

themselves to be Trinitarian Christians, it will be at once seen that the
or<ranization of the United States Templars is totally different from that

of all other jurisdictions, which, until of late years, from the limited in-

tercourse existing between them, was not generally known.
But surely there can be no difficulty in receiving our brethren of the

United States Temples in our Preceptories, with the same cordiality as

formerly, although in case of affiliation it will be necessary to comply
with the test.

Wm. J. B. MacLeod Mookk,
Great Prior, Canada.

Laprairie, Prov. Quebec, Slst May, 1879.

The slumbering desire on the part of certain of the Cana-
dian Fratres to sever the tie that bound the Templars of the

Dominion to those of England, and assume a complete inde-

pendence, exhibited a fitful vitality just now, and to the Great
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Prior and others whose allegiance to their Royal Grand Master
was as binding' as true loyalty could make it, this evidence of

disquiet proved a source of no little anxiety. It showed itsoli'

in efforts to copy the parade costume of the American Templar,
and in other respects to assimilate with our neighboring,'

Fratres. The discontent occasioned by the continued negli-

gence of Convent General added perhaps its share. At any
rate, the straws that indicate the direction of the wind were

in full view about this time, and it required but a smail

exercise of discernment to be enabled to prophesy what a few

years would bring forth. The Order in Canada made but

little perceptible advance in the period since last Annual
Assembly. Two of the 2 1 Preceptories having bei n dormant
or dead for years were suspended, viz ,

" Harington " of Tren-

ton and " Sussex " of Montreal. On the total roll of member
ship there was an increase of 21. From the reports of the

Provincial Priors, which in most cases lacked information in

detail, it is gathered that the Order wanted a new impetus,

He, of New Brunswick, after deploring the continued hesitancy

on the part of the Scottish Fratres says :

—

" The Union De Molay Prcceptory of this Jurisdiction has

not yet fully recovered from the great loss which it sustained

by the disaster of June, 1877. The Masonic fraternity of the

Province of New Brunswick has recently erected within the

city of St. John, a ' Masonic Temple,' which, when completed,

will cost about eighty thousand dollars, and in it is provided a

spacious hall, together with two commodious armories, for the

joint use of the Encampment of St. John, under Scotland, and

the Union De Molay Preceptory under the Great Priory of

Canada."
This would indicate harmony at any rate, but he reiterates

the opinion that " the non-co-operation of the Order of the

Temple of Scotland has most materially affected a movement
from which we all expected much, good and abiding results."

In concluding his report, Frater Marshall uses the following

suggestive remark :
" The true interests of the Order would

be materially promoted not only in this Province, but through-

out Canada, if our Great Priory in reality enjoyed all the

functions of a Supreme and independent governing body of

'the Order of the Temple."
To " hard times and financial depression " the superintending

officer of Ontario Wf st attributed the stay in Templar pro-

gress, while in Ontario East, "kindly feeling." continued to

characterize the Order, but not the success which the Provin-

cial Prior hoped for. The prospect of a bountiful harvest,
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however, engendered in him an expectation of prosperity.

The report from the Quebec district was as gloomy as it was
brief, and the outlook generally far from encouraging.

Such was the state of things under the Templar banner

when the fourth Annual Assembly of Great Priory met in

Montreal, on 10th October, 1879, with the Great Prior Col.

MacLeod Moore in the chair. A comparatively meagre atten-

dance attested the fact that Montreal, as a fixture for Great

Priory's meeting place, would be a mistake, the main strength

of the Order being in Ontario. The following were recorded as

present : W. B. Simpson, I. H. Stearns, J as. A. Henderson,

D. B. Burch, Daniel Spry, J. Ross Robertson, G. W. Lovejoy,

A. H. Gilmour, John McLean, John Moore, J. B. Bishop, J. B.

Trayes, T. D. Harington, A. A. Stevenson, H. A. Mackey, D.

R. Munro, A. G. Adams, and Visiting Fratres, John V. Ellis,

of the Scottish Encampment of St. John, N.B., Geo. O. Tyler,

(irand Treasurer of the Vermont Grand Commandery, Orlando
P. Bloss, of Canton, N.Y., and J. C. N. Glass. G. W. Liddell,

and W. P. Evans, of Montreal.

The visitors were accorded a most fraternal welcome, after

which the Great Prior delivered his address. He opened by
saying:

I feel that it is incumbent on me at once to enter into a subject which
involves the future prosperity of the Templar Order in Canada, viz : The
independent position of the " National Great Priory," and to set at rest

the surmises and doubts prevalent about the matter. In our last pro-
ceedings I endeavoured to explain the position we hold with the National
Great Priories of England and Ireland, as a sort of federal alliance under
the Grand Mastership of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. There cannot
bo a question that the original object was to amalgamate the different

branches of the Order in the British Dominions, and insure uniformity of
ritual and usages, correcting the absurd errors which had crept into its

ceremonial and history since its adoption by the Masonic body. This
scheme, so ably devised by competent brethren of the Order, in which a
" Convent General," composed of the three national bodies, was intended
to conduct the general business, has not been found to work well in prac-
tice, from its absorbing too many individual interests in each of the
nationalities, and the result of the frequent meetings of the " Convent
General " has hitherto been to afford opportunities for troublesome per-
Bon? to make changes ; besides, each nationality being constrained by
too many general rules had always something to find fault with,
whereas if all had been left free, the union would not have been felt as a
fetter, but as a bond of unity. The inexpediency of holding annual " Con-
vents General " had been foreshadowed for some time past, and they are
now virtually discontinued ; the fact is, each of the nationalities had been
too long accustomed to complete supremacy to adopt easily a subordinate
or co-subordinate position ; it therefore became evident tnat the sugges-
tions made by the Great Sub-Prior of England, in 1877, should be adopted
to maintain even the semblance of a union :

" That each nationality should
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liavo full power to frame its own regulations in every tvay, but itill remain
under H. 11. H. the I'rince of Wales, who mi({ht hold triennial ' OuiuiMitn

(reneral/ where subjects previously agreed upon by the three (ireat

Priories would be formally passed, and where honors could be conferred,

and each country left free tu adopt the line which it might think best."

The wisdom of this advice has become apparent, and it has been tacitly

adopted. I am in a position to say that this proposal met with the appro-

val of U. 11. U. the Prince of Wales, who will continue as (irand Master
under the new riigime. The basis of our union, such as that union is,

has been sutliciently settled by the general statutes, and by not vxrvin);

these statutes, except on pre-arranged points, there is no doubt it i

thoroughly consolidated and lasting, and each nationality may in oe

induced voluntarily to take a common view on most subjects.

"Convent General" meeting triennially, or at such lime as H. R. H.

might be pleased to call it together, as an opportunity for the Grand Mas-

ter to come amongst the Order distributing honors and installing (>rand

Otticers, etc., etc., would no doubt give general satisfaction and make it

deservedly popular.

We must remember the Order is now a part of the Masonic body,

and we cannot in the present day pretend to adhere to all the restric-

tions of our great chivalric original, however much we may endeavor to

conform to its doctrine and usages, nor can we pretend to divide the

Order into Knights, Chaplains, Squires, Pages, and Serving Brethren,

with the understanding that many of the three latter classes will never be

able to attain the "accolade" or the highest office ; and each nationality

in its details is entitled to adopt its own views without interfering with

the general rules and regulations of the Asdociation.
" Convent General " being no longer a united body, is virtually broken

up, and the homogeneity provided for in the third article of the uni is,

de facto, abolished, leaving us further from the object sought tr h-

tained than ever.

The United States Templars had proposed a treaty with " Convent o^..d-

ral " which had been referred to the Arch-Chancollor, but there is no

hope of its being carried out now, or indeed at nny time, excepting aa a

mere form, from the dissimilarity of the twc systems.

This want of unanimity is greatly to be regretted, as it cannot be

denied the union had much to recommend it, and was calculated to ele-

vate, ennoble and dignify the Order, with something of the reality of a

chivalrous body, making its titles valuable and acceptable by reviving the

spirit and distinctive principles of the ancient Order ; but as at present

constituted and engrafted on Freemasonry, it does not appear possible to

induce the members to agree on this point, which seems to me could only

be brought about in the British Dominions if Templary could be suddenly
reduced in numbers and then made by law, like the highest degrees of

Masonry in Sweden, a genuine Order of the State. This is quite feasible,

having so many of the Royal family members interested in the Order,

and may indeed have been the original intention and meaning of the

union. It would then have the reality which it never can otherwise as

it is, not being recognized by the government or civil authorities as any-

thing more than an association of Freemasons under the name of Knights

Templar ; however real it may be in this sense it can have no reality as

true Templary, or as a military and chivalric Order
;
yet as an appendage

to Freemasonry, it is and must be respected, from the principles ad-

vocated.

It has now become necessary, and indeed this Great Priory is bound

.1
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(IJHtinctly to declare by resulutiun its independence, owning allogianco to

the I'rince of Wale^, as Sovereign Grand Master, but the peer of all

dthtr ^'overning Templar bodies, asserting and claiming i uthurity over

the wiicle D( minion of Canada, and refuting the pretensions of any body
[u assume superiority over it.

I think for the future it would tend to prevent much misunderstanding,

and add greatly to the prosperity and prestige of Great Priory, if Precep-
turics instructed their delegates carefully for Irgialation. All real or

fancied grievances could then be properly and carefully dealt with, in-

atead of complaints being made through the secular press, a practice

must unwise and unmasonic, particularly where there is a Masonic organ
in Canada, open to refer to on all legitimate questions.

Members of our Great Priory, or Templar Parliament of the Dominion,
can all originate legislation on any subject when they feel disposed to do

and Great Priory, I have no doubt, will adopt a ny propter measureso

that may be submitted to them.

In my position as Great Prior of Canada, £ am the representative and
''alter ego" of the Grand Master, liable to be removed by him at pleasure,

and it is intended that I should only confine myself to a general super-
vision and not interfere with the administrative details, in imitation of

the political position of the Dominion with regard,to the Mother Country.
My duty is therefore to stand firmly upon the existing statutes, and I do
nut see that any blame can be attached to me for not doing that which I

have no right to do ; in all other respects Great Priory has the whole
and sole control of its legislation and government.
Although I be'ieve in political circles it is usual not to deprive the

head of a body of the nomination of his ministers, on ihe ground that it

is not possible for a minister to carry on business with a professed oppo-
sitiuu in his Cabinet, I have considered that as my appointment of
" Great Prior " is a direct one from H. R. H. the Grand Master, and
feeling convinced that you have the prosperity of this Great Priory a>

much at heart as myself, I now willingly resign and place in your hand
the nomination of the " Great Sub- Prior " of the Dominion as your rep-
resentative, with a recommendation that, being the highest rank amongst
the othcers of Great Priory, and the Sub-Prior liable at any moment to
be called upon to rule Great Priory, he hold the c fifice for two if not
three consecutive years.

The matter of the Scottish Encampments at New Brunswick has been
again mooted, no action to afifiliate with us having taken place since our
last assembling ; and although I still agree with the liberal Masonic
doctrine respecting private bodies that existed previous to the formation
of another governing power than the one from which they derived their
existence, viz. :

" Grand Lodge cannot take away Masonic life from a
private Lodge which it did not give, without the consent of that Lodge,"
still, circumstances may arise to require the necessity of asserting the
power of the governing body to exclusive jurisdiction. It has been re-
ported to me that in New Brunswick the fees of the two Scottish Encamp-
ments there are absolutely nothing as compared to ours ; from this, and
other reasons assigned, the progress of our Preceptory, the " Union de
Molay," at St. John, since the great fire in June, 1877, when the Precep-
tory totally lost property to the amount of $2,000, has been materially
impeded, and its success retarded ; in a word, that an unfortunate rival-
ry has been allowed to gain strength prejudicial to the Order—the Scot-
tish Encampments at St. John and neighboiing town of St. Stephens
assuming the ascendency, and endeavoring virtually to suppress all
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attempts to advance the interest of the Freceptory holding allegiance to

this Great Priory ; in this case it becomes necessary for Great Priory 1

1

protect herself and subordinates. No advances havt) been made bv the
Chapter General of the Templar Order in Scotland to cultivate any fra-

ternal intercourse, and I find on reference to the Scottish Masonic
Calendar for this year, that but nine subordinate bodies are on the roll and
act under Chapter (ieneral, viz :—four in Scotland, one in Indi i, one in New-

South Wales, one in New Zealand, and two in New Brunswick.
With respect to rescinding the resolution of Great Priory to hold its

annual assembly at the City of Moutreal, on the ground of its beiii' a

direct violation of the Statutes, I do not agree with this opinion, aa it

is no more illegal than any otlier change made in them by competent
authority, viz

—" The Great Priory at its annual meetings, ' ther,.> is no
law existing to prevent such change being made when considered advis-

able, but to prevent any further misunderstanding on this point, it is nro-

posed to add a clause to the Statutes, that no alteration or amendmtiil i.e

made to them until after due notice has been given in writing at a pre-

vious annual assembly,' " thus giving time for mature deliberation. How-
ever, I cannot help admitting it is only reasonable, that as all but three

Preceptories are held in the Province of Ontario, that members niinht

naturally wish, to suit their own convenience, to have Great Priory meet
there, and in conjunction with the Grand Royal Arch Chapter as liereto-

fors cf)nsidering that all Templars are Royal Arch Masons.
The resolution, acting on tho report of the Graml Council, adopted at

last meeting of Great Priory, requiring a test fnmi the visiting Knijhts

Templar of the United States, of their belief in the doctrine of the Holy

Trinity, having been erroneously stated in a Misonic periodical tvs recom-

mended by nie, I felt it necessary to contradict in a letter to the C;"/?s.

ma}L, and for the reasons herein given, I would recommend that theresohi-

tion be rescinded ; but, as a matter of course, brethren who may wish t

afHliate must comply with our rules and regulations in this and every

other particular. The belief in the doctrine of the Trinity is canunon to

all Knights Templar systems excepting that of the United States, and is

the acknowledged characteristic of every Christian Order of Knighthood,

therefore, there is nothing singular in our requiring such a test of genuine

Templary, when we find that those who reject the doctrine of the Trinity

in Unity, have been admitted members of the Order. In its Templar
organization the United States stand alone, materially differing on this

point, as in many others, from all the existing branches of the Order. In

this assertion there is no mistake. Their own writers declare that " tliey

as Tei.^plars have naught to do with dogmas, and allow no denominational

lines to be drawn round their Commanderies," thus at once surrendeiiiii;

the claim to be considered as representing the original Order of Knights

Templar. There cannot be a shadow of doubt that the Templar Order was

ai vays rigidly Trinitarian, and in fact the persons who compiled the pre-

sent American ritual held that view in its completeness, but of late years

the Unitarian system has spread so extensively in the United States, and

more particularly among the educated classes, from which the Templars

are principally recruited, that the American Order has been in a measure

obi ged to qualify its original standpoint so as to permit of Unitarians

taking the O. B. However, this is their affair more than ours, and if

they are " out of keeping " they must suffer the reproach.

Do away with the chief characteristics of an Order, give it new titles and

nomenclature, in fact, take from it all semblance to the original, as has

been done in the modern Order of the Templars, which is so metamor-

ill
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phoaed to make it a Masonic degree that scarcely a vestige of the original

chivalric character remains, and might it not with just as much propriety

be called by the name of any other Christian society as that of the
Templars ?

Many of the legendB of the numerous invented Masonic degrees of the
last century are but " pious frauds," bearing no resemblance except in

name to that from which it is said they are derived ; at the same time
there can be no possible objection to the adoption of any Masonic cere-

monial agreed upon, which suits the views of the compilers, but why pass

it oti" as de facto a representation of the actual ceremonies of the original /

This we know is the case in most of the Masonic Knightly Orders, which
prufess to be correct imitations of those they are named after, but are in

almost every particular at variance with history and truth, being mere
fanciful and fictitious representations of dramatic efiect, rejected by all

who have given the subject any consideration. We maintain that to

represent true Templary, the old Monastic Military Order, which the
Masonic Templars affirm they do, a belief in the Holy Trinity is indispen-

sable, and An organization which does not require it is no more Templary
than one which does not require a belief in God is Masonic. If the Grand
Orient of France is no longer a Masonic power, Templary which rejectp a
belief in the Holy Trinity, is not and never was Templary.
Remarks have been made, and correspondence taken place, on a subject

which seems to be looked upon as important by some members of the
Order, viz., the adoption of an out-door costume, and the introduction of

a system of military drill. This, I will not enter into any discussion about.
At the same time, although I cannot approve of this deviation from the
Statutes and our established usages, it is not my intention to object or
interfere, nor, indeed, can I do so, with individual members wearing any
fancy costume they may please, but I certainly will not consider any body
of the Order, meeting together so equipped, as representative of the Brit-

isli branch of Knights Templars, or receive them as such. J have been
distinctly told, and have letters in my possession to the effect, that a showy
military uniform is absolutely necessary, and is alone the attraction that
will make the Order popular in Canada, and induce candidates to join it;

for this reason, it is said, a large majority of our members would wish to

change the features and character of the Order, by assimilating it to that
now practised in the United States, and enable the admirers of the Ameri-
can Templar army to wear the coveted cocked hat and feather. It may
not be generally known that until a few years back this Templar uniform
was unheard of ; for in September, 1859, the Grand Encampment of the
United States enacted that the white tunic and mantle with red cross be
worn as the distinguishing costume. Previous to that, a black Masonic
apron and sash, &c., were the Templar badges, but the passion for public
display gaining the ascendency, principally amongst the younger members,
the present change was determined upon to suit the taste or means of the
wearers, without any reference to its applicability to the original source of
the Order. We are all but children of a larger growth, easily pleased with
what catches the eye, losing sight of the sterling and hidden treasure.
My own impression is that more harm has already been done to Masonry
by parading it before the world, and by senseless show and parade and
reckless expenditure of money, than ever can be remedied. Surely our
aim should be higher and more worthy of the noble Order we represent.
I do not believe that public processions and mock military uniforms a e cal-

culated to raise the Order in the estimation of the world, and have never
been an advocate for any indiscriminate increase of the Order, but if such

N
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unworthy motiveB as stated, are the only reason why admittance to our
ranks is sought for, the fewer Preceptories and members we have the bet-

ter. "A benefit bestowed too cheap is often under- valued." This is

true in all associations, and in none more so than that of the Tem-
plars, hence the lack of interest that too often prevails, and the culp-

able neglect in the regularity of paying the trifling dues enjoined to keep

it together. On this latter point I feel compelled to make some allusions.

I have been much gratified to learn from different quarters, that, as I

had hoped and expected, the revised Ritual adopted by Great Priory, last

year, has given great satisfaction to all who have seen it properly ex-

emplified. There can be no doubt that as a Ritual of the Ancient Cere-

monies of the Templar Order, it has great merit, and Rituals fix the

character of Degrees. !No change was made in any of the essentials or

symbolism of the one previously in use. the alterations being merely in

the formula of the ceremonial, to conform more correctly to the usages

and practices of the old Orders of Knighthood.
The Committee, I consider, very properly rejected a separate ceremony

for the office of " Chaplain " and *' Serving Brother," as being inapplic-

able to the present Masonic character of the Order. Objections were

raised to the repeated introduction of the name of the Holy and Undivided
Trinity, as tending to detract from the solemnity of that sacred mystery.

and making the belief imperative, touching too closely upon theological

doctrine. '
' The objection would be valid could the premises be proved ;

'

the sacred name was always used by the Knights of old in dubbing new
Knights, and afterwards dedicating and consecrating them to the service

of the Temple ; it gives solemnity and impressiveness to the ceremony,

and as long as the sacred name is used reverently, as it ought always to

be, there can be no irreverence. Besides, we use the word of God freely

in many parts of the ceremony, and for us Templars the word God really

implies the Trinity, and it seems to me eminently proper to impress upuu

the mind of the candidate the strictness with which the Order requires a

belief in the Trinity from all its aspirants, and that it is only in the name
of the Holy Trinity that any one can become a Templar, thus strictly ad-

hering to the doctrine of the Order we represent. I am in possession of

old English Rituals in use long previous to the one first introduced by me
into Canada, known as the Ritual of 1851, and can speak confidently that

but little material change has been made, further than with a view to

greater historical accuracy, by following, as far as we know, the cere-

monies of the Ancient Fratr nity, and those practised by the existing

Knightly Orders.

The great difficulty experienced in England a few years back, when the

changes in the nomenclature took place, which threatened a total disrup-

tion, has no doubt deterred the rulers there from improving the Ritual, as

recommended by Committee of Convent General ; for to bring forward any

point of value would be but to throw down an apple of discord. This

opposition is made by brethren who persistently reject all reform, adduc-

ing arguments which clearly show they know nothing of the history of the

Order. An instance of this kind took place lately, in which a brother

holdinu high official Provincial rank, expressed his repugnance to the

names Preceptor, Prior, Convent General (this he said sounded Roman
Catholic !), Constable, Marshal, &c., titles, the derivation and meaning of

which he seemed totally ignorant, and quite ignored any reference to

historical facts. Brothers of this kind, who usually make themselves

agreeable at the social gatherings, are, of course, popular, and have a good

ollowing, but are by no means likely to prove mentors, or promote the

interest and advancement of the Order.

Mil
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It has been argued that the '* raison d'etre" of the old Order being no
longer in existeqce, it was necessary to alter its features to the usages of

Freemasonry ; but if we no longer profess to fight physically against in-

fidels, we are taught to contend against infidelity—is nut this a suflicient
" raison d' etre ?

" Are there no poor and destitute in the land, no friend-

ly sympathy to be manifested, requiring the aid of the good Samaritan to

assist the aged, the widow, and the orphan of our deceased Brotherhood ?

Are the principles of the Christian religion as taught in the Orders of

Chivalry so opposed to those of the Craft that it is necessary to change
its whole character to make it acceptable ? I think not. Brethren, let us
increase our charity and limit our display, then Freemasonry and Chiv-
alry will unite together in doing good to others.

The Christian faith was essential to Chivalry, and there is abundant
evidence to show the religion of Chivalry was a religion of motives and of

the heart. The quaint old writer "Favin," in his " Theatre d' honneur
et de Chivalrie," first enjoins :

" The fear, honor and service of God, to

contend with all strength for the Faith, and rather suffer a thousand
deaths than renounce Christianity. Then, to support justice, to attend
to the proper complaints of the weak, especially widows, orpt^ans, and
demoiselles, and, when necessary, to fight for the right and common
cause.''

The Order does not occupy, historically, a position analogous to the
Craft, nor has the same fusion taken place with it and Freemasonry in

the British dominions as in the United States. We view the United
Orders of the Temple and Hospital as Chivalrie, and only to be looked
upon as Masonry in order to secure protection of the legal statutes, which
enables Masonry, iinder proper restrictions, to meet with closed doors.

In fact, in strictness, we should begin our ceremonies by opening a Mas-
ter Masons Lodge and a Royal Arch Chapter, then a Preceptory, since in

the eye of the law we only meet as Masons. Masons are, or may be.

Templars, but the qualification has only a legal object, therefore the
apron is now repudiated— if we wear one it should be that of a Master
Mason—and, although the Royal Arch is looked upon as the climax of the
Craft, it has but little connection with it, and is an innovation of mod-
ern times, the Master Mason being perfec!; in itself as a symbolic exposi-
tion of Birth, Life, D^ath, Resurrection and Ascension, which are the five

points ; hence we hold that to be a Mason a man must believe in a Su-
preme Being and in a future state in some shape or other, whereas a
Templar must believe in the Trinity, which restricts the Order. There
is no religion to be met with that has not a Trinity in some shape, though
tlie analogy may not always be plain ; even our Royal Arch degree has its

Triune teaching.

Much of the opposition by "The Craft," in England, to Christian
Masonry, and Templary in particular, arises from the restrictions recjuired,

and the dislike is no dou'it inherited from their late respected '^Jrand

Master, the Earl of Zetland, who was a "Unitarian," and did not ac-

knowledge as Masonry any rites at variance with the universality of the
Craft, and of course could not approve of the TempUr Order.

I cannot help remarking how much it is to be deprecated thit any fur-

ther attjmpt should be made to add to the titles of the Order. I allude
to the notice to adopt the term " Right Eminent," a prefix used by the
Chiefs of the Order in the United States. I am quite of opinion with our
great English authority, R. VV. Bro. Hughan, that there are too many ab-

surd and objectionable titles already in our Masonic Society, which it

would be well to drop. The learned scholar, jurist, and Masonic author,

,1 ,j.
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Bro, Albert Pike, the Chief of the High Grade System, Southern Juris-

diction, United States of America, has made the first move in the ri^ht

direction, by eliminating many of the grandiloquent titles from the riiu,

as quite unnecessary ^nd tending only to call forth the sneers of the oiu-

side world.
\

In conclusion, let me remind you in the words of a well-known EnL;iijh

Templary authority, who lately published " A Concise History of the

Order," that " Our Society is eminently Christian, purged of all the leaven

of heathen rites, words and traditions, to which none are admitted but

members of the Masonic body and such only as profess themselves to be

Trinitarian Christians. * * * It derives its legend from acknow-
ledged secular and ecclesiastical history, and practises a ritual in^.itutcd

from the ordinary knightly ceremonial, affording instruction to those who
join it, and inculcating a high moral and Christian principle to all its

members."

The report of the Grand Council on the address apjiroved

most cordially the position assumed by the Great Prior on those

matters which affected the standing and even vitality of tlu

body over which he presided, The expediency, however, oi

making the meeting of Great Priory contingent upon that ul

the Royal Arch Chapter of Canada was demurred to, and a suj;-

gestion offered to return to the practice, as laid down in the

original statutes., and which has been maintained ever since.

The " Condition of the Order of the Temple in Canada" was

elaborately treated in a well written report by V. E. Fratei

Spry, who, referring to the remarks of the Provincial Prior of

New Brunswick, said:

Your Grand Council cannot permit to pass unnoticed the Provincial

Prior's remarks, that "the true interest of the Order would be materially

promoted not only in the Province but throughout Canada, if our Great

Priory in rea'ity enjoyed all the functions of a a^ipreme and independent

governing body of the Order of the Temple," as your Council maintain

firmly and unflinchingly that the National Great Priory of Canada has

e,>-clusivc and independent jurisdiction over the whole of that portion of

British America known as the Dominion of Canada. From the Atlantic

to the Pacific we cUim our right to undivided rule over any and all Tem-
plars within our jurisdiction. It is true we recognize H R. B. the

Prince of VVales as the Grand Master of the British Branch of the Templar
Order, but in doing so we no more surrender the right to make our own
laws ; adopt such ritual as we may please ; wear such regalia '^a may suit

our fancy ; and adopt such other course of action as may be taken by any

governing Templar body, without either endangering our National Tem-

plar existence, or surrendering our independence, any more than would

Great Britain or the United States endanger their national existence by

uniting in a commercial union that would be for their mutual beneht,

No greater mistake can be made than to suppose that " the Great Priory

of Canada'' is not an independent body, and your Council trust that at

least no Canadian Frater will be found among those who desire to belittle

Canada or her institutions, Masonic or otherwise.

As the patent creating Great Priory expressly declares that we an

a Katimial Great Priory, youir Council are puzzled to know how a nation
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can be a nation and yet not he a niiion, and are disposed to place those

learned writers who are endeavoring to prove that we are not an inde-

pendent body among those equally learned writers who have endeavored

to prove that the United States of America are not a nation, because they
established an independent nationality without the consent of Great
Britain.

Your Council trust that this will be the last time they shall be called

upon to vindicate our full rights and privileges, and that all will unite

ill heartily supporting our able Great Prior, who maintains the honor and
dignity of the National Great Priory of Canada, with all tha zeal and
earnestness of a true Canadian.

To emphasize the position assumed hy Great Priory, and to

support the recommendation of the Great Prior, tlie following

rcsohjtion was adopted :

"That while the Great Priory fully recoi^nizes the honor conferred

upon the Templar Order by having H.R.H. the Prince of Wales as Grand
Master, and will loyally continue to acknowledge him as the Supreme
Head, it declares that it has and will maintain exclusive and independent
jurisdiction over the United Orders of the Temple and Malta in tha Dom-
inion of Canada.

" That the National Great Priory of Canada is the peer of any and all in-

dependent Great Priories, Grand Encampments, Grand Commanderies,
or by whatever name they may be known, in the Templar Order, and will

only hold communication with them on terms of the most perfect equality,

as it possesses the undoubted right to regulate its own affairs, to enter

into friendly correspondence with Foreign Temiilar bodies, to exchange
Representatives with other governing bodies of the Order, when consider-

ed advisable to do so, and to peiform any or all acts that can or may be
performed by any independent Masonic body."

In the " Foreign Correspondence " report, some of the ex-

tracts from the " Proceedings " of the Uniteil States Comman-
(leries, bearing upon the question affecting Canada at the time,

are entertaining, and ofttimcs flattering, notably in the opinions

expressed of the wisdom and erudition of our Great Prior.

For instance, the reporter for Alabama says of Col. Moore's

previous address

:

It is impossible to make room for it in this report, and any attempted
analysis of it would only do it injustice.

He of Indiana says

:

It would be interesting and profitable to the Templars of this Grand
Jurisdiction to republish all the historic parts of the Great Prior's

address.

The Great Prior's address was characterized by the Kentucky
correspondent as of absorbing interest, " and with the ac-

companying documents forms a page in the history of Templary
perhaps imequalled in research and scholarship."
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Kansas, in noticing Canada for 1877, gives the address of the

Great Prior in almost its entirety, prefaced by these words of

introduction :

The Annual Address of the Great Prior is one uf the nio<tt interesting

Templar documents that it has heen our (^ood fortune to pr^niBe for many
a day. The distinguished Knight presents no many facts <iF historic value,

that we feel compelled to give it, almost entire, a place in these pages,

being assured that all who give it a careful reading will be well repaid for

their pains.

The proceedings of Great Priory were noticed at len;,'th hy

Michigan, the writer olfering the following apology :

If your Committee in their review of Canada shouM exceed the i rUnary
space generally given to Sister Grand Commanderipsi, we ask to he ex-

cused, and say in defence of ourselves, that Sir Kniuht Moore nives su

much information that all ought to know that we quote most liberally

from his able and dignified address, without regard to length.

Ohio's historian also reproduces Col. Moore's address in full,

and says

:

To the very small number of knights in Ohio who are interested in

Templar literature, and who read such when «ipportunity offers, and it is

for them we cater, we commend this admirable historical essay.

From the foregoing extracts it will be gathered that Canada's

venerated Great Prior was esteemed for his learning and at-

tainments in other lands than his own. His culture and zeal

in historical research were everywhere acknowledged, but when
coming down to modern questions affecting the Order, it can-

not be said that our neighbors fell into line with equal readi-

ness, or, it may be added, with equal discernment. As an

illustration—the Connecticut correspondent, after giving a long

extract from the Great Prior's address, said

:

•

At the next meeting of the Grand Encampment of the United States,

this subject should be committed.to able hands, and our relations with

our Canadian neighbors clearly and finally fixed. The suargestion that

we should, in any event, all acknowledge " His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales as the only Grand Master " is made in great innocence,

doubtless, but the trouble with it is, it is made a little more than a hun-

dred years too late.

To which our own correspondent, Frater Dartnell, replied :

—

"What have political or national events to do with the desire

for having one Head of the Order ? The allegiance would be

due, not to the Prince of Wales, but to the Supreme Grand

Master of the Order."

In the page devoted to the labours of the Pennsylvania

scribe we find the following reference to the Great Prior :
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He refers at lent^th to the action of our Grand Encampment in declin-

ing to accept the Oreat I'riory of Canada as its peer on the representative

question. " It is so far an unwise assumption of pretentious superiority

that it is likely to prevent any alliance or closer intercourse between the

two jurisdictions." As this is a question belonging to Grand Encamp-
ment, it is not our province to discuss it, but we cannot avoid bringing

into contrast the expression, " unwise assumption of pretentious superi-

ority," with the idea further on expressed that the " object was to form
thA nucleus of a cosmopolitan chivalric fraternity, which it was hoped all

English-speaking Templars would gladly join, ackn'>wIedHing His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales as the o?i/(/ Grand Master." Our fingers

itch to add something right here, but we forbear, as we have no doubt
that tivery English-speaking Templar in the United States feels just as we
do aHout acknowledging the authority of His Royal Highness aa the oiihj

Grand Master.

Tliesv. extracts serve to show in some measure the relation-

ship existing between the Canadian Templars and their

Fratres south of the lakes. While they agreed to differ on
many essential points, the desire for a close and amicable con-

nection was ever uppermost, and whenever visits were inter-

changed a boundless fraternal loving kindness characterized

them. The appreciation with which our Great Prior was
everywhere regarded extended to those in his obedience, and a
mutual intercourse was thus engendered and sustained despite

the dividing influences which the heterdoxy of our neighbors

naturally created. As an exemplification of this feeling, the
remarks of Frater A. V. H. Carpenter, of Wisconsin, in his re-

port that year will be perused with much interest.

Sir Moore i? a genuine, broad, high-minded man, treating all matters
of ditference in the " true catholic spirit," viz :

" in essentials unity, in

non-essentials diversity, in all things charity." It would be well for

some of our uinahroom growth of Templars to i;et hold of Sir Moore's
writings, read them, try and understand them, and then be moved by the
inspiration of the same spirit which pervades them through and through,
and there is no Sir Knight this Committee has ever met who might not
derive great good frono studying Sir Mcore's works in appreciative mood,
and then chime in with the great oratorio, wherein disionancd may not
come, of which they are prophetic.

The claim of the Grand Encampment is thus put forward :

—

The Gr'vnd Encampment of the United States of America recognizes no
superior mundane authority, more than the Government of the United
States recognizes any superior earthly power to whose behests it owes
allegiance. The government of this country is onamictble terms with
the nations of the earth. Our people recognize the " Fatherhood of God
and Brotherhood of man," but both government and people claim to be
"independent of all save thu mercies of God." It is easy for anybody
to claim to be supreme ; it is another thing to substantiate that claim c/e

facto, when the goTernment, or people of the United States constitute the
party of the other part, Our Fratrea of Canada may as well recognize the



V

:' s i*

'



RVtn.-..

CHA.PTER XXVIIL

Temi'larism Under Great Priory Thrives.—Scottish Fratres is

New Brunswick Decline to Come in.—Canada and the Siste"

Nationalities.—More Glimpses into History.—One Supreme
Grand Master.

r

INDICATIONS of a revival heralded the commence-
ment of the new decade, and the hearts of those

who lived for the Order and watched its progress,

grew warm with hope. From all the Provinces,

except Nova Scotia, came reports of a most cheering

nature, and the addition of Manitoba to the active dis-

tricts was a matter for sincere congratulation. The
continued silence of Nova Scotia, which for years had not fur-

nished a report, occasioned the periodical comment, but it

does not appear from the records that any satisfactory reason

was submitted. The Preceptory in Halifax was shown as

possessing thirty members, and the inspecting officer of the

district was noted in other branches of Masonry for zeal and
punctuality; but neither returns nor fees found their way to

the hands of the Grand Chancellor.

New Brunswick maintained more or less of a stationary at-

titude, attributable, probably, to the rivalry of the Scottish

Encampments which still hesitated to come in under the wing
of Great Priory.

Gratifying tidings of increased interest in Templar matters

came from Quebec. " Sussex " Preceptory, which sickened and
almost died in Montreal, was re-opened at Stanstead, where it

gave promise of flourishing in the hands of ardent and enthu-

siastic Fratres. The Ancient Capital, too, had i-esurrected its

old affection for the Order, and the banner of a new Precep-

tory, " William de la More the Martyr," had been planted un-

der the happiest auspices.

In Ontario West, two new Preceptories had been added to

the roll, viz., " Huron " at Goderich, and " Ray " at Port

Arthur, both of which started out with every prospect of suc-

cess.

217
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The " Albert Edward " Preceptory at Winnipeg, which also

received its warrant this year, commenced its career with seven
members, and has given a good account of itself ever since.

With the return of the warrant and consequent extinction

of the " Harington " Preceptory at Trenton, there were now 24
Pieceptories under the juiisdiction of Great Priory, and the

(Jrand Chancellor's annual statement showed that 74 admis-

sions were registered, bringing the total membership up to

030.

The Royal City of Guelph was honored with the fifth Annual
Assembly of Great Priory, held on the 13th July, 1880, and at

which there was such a gratifying attendance that the views

of those who had all along held that the annual meeting
.should be governed by the Craft gatherings in Ontario, found

many new adherents. The Great Prior presided, and notice-

able among those present were the following Fratres :—Dr. J.

A. Henderson, Q.C., Great Sub Prior; D. B. Burch, Henry
Robertson, Donald Ross, and Isaac H. Stearns, Provincial

Priors ; Rev. V. Clementi, Daniel Spry, T. C. Macnabb, J. J.

Mason, David McLellan, John Moore, J. Ross Robertson, W.
D. Gordon, R. J. Hovenden, Thos. Sargant, Wm. Brydon, Wm.
Hawthorn, J. W. Coy, J. B. Nixon, Robert Mackay, W. C.

Morrison, Thos. H. Tracey. E. H. D. Hall, Charles Magill, S.

Maitell Davies, John Kennedy, Isaac F. Toms, J. B. Trayes,

J. B. Bishop, C. D. Macdonnell, Jas. Seymour, Geo. H. Dart-

nell, Jas. Moffat, A. G. Smyth, G. D. Wyman, Albert D. Smyth,
J. II. Stone, Allan McLean, etc.

The questions which had been before Great Priory so long,

and which continued in their unsettled condition, were dealt

with in the Great Prior's address, with all his customary care

for detail. Convent General having apparently lapsed into a

state of " innocuous desuetude," he finds it necessary to explain

the position of Canada with^egard to the sister Nationalities.

He said :

—

I feel more than sr.tisfied that the snggestion made by me and con-

firmed by your resolution at our last meeting of Great Priory of distinctly

c'eclaring our Independent position as a National body, and the peer of

all other Templar institutions, was the correct course to pursue, the

action taken by the Grand Encampment of the United States in arro-

gating'to itself a pre-eminence over the ruling body in Canada, being an

assumption on their part that required prompt refutation and explanation,

to prevent its marring the kindly feelings existing between the two Temp-
lar branches nising no doubt unintentionally from not understanding the

wide di(f rence that exists between their Templar system and that of the

British Empire, or the relative position '' Convent General " and " Grand

Encampment " boar to each other.

i
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It may be as well to explain our position as regards the Union with

the (ireat Priories of England and Ireland, which led to the mistaken
supposition of our not being an Independent body.

For Bonno time previous to our joining the Union as a National

body, a convention had existed between England hnd Ireland to es-

tablish a unifoim Templar system, based upon the practices of the

old Chi\alric Order, aid we came in, taking matters jnst as we fo\iml

them.

The Order had been but lately revised, through the instrumtntulity

of Sir I'atrick Colijuhoun, the Chancellor of the English branch, and
much iirelevant matter struck out which had crept into its ceremi nius

from iicheriny too closely to the Masonic style of working of the 1780

theory—the Dunckerly fable. These changes, and the formation (f a

Convent General, were not received favorably by a large n.ajority of the

English body, being distasteful to the prejudices of many of ihe old mem-
bers, who looked upon them as innovations, and so created a regular

schism—one district of England a^^ainst the other.

The democratic party in England, which outweighed all the others in

"Convent General," being one that cared nothing for the Sister Great
Priories of Ireland and Canada, it was evident a disruption must take

place, and this was brouirfit to an issue when a special Convent General
met in London to review and set aside the decisions of the regular

meetin<r of the Convent General held in Dublin the year before.

The English brethren, who, long used to rule matters with supreme
auiiiority in England, could not endure that the Irish should have any
share in the administration, reversed the decision made in the Dublin
Convent General.

The Irish members felt themselves aggrieved, but behaved with equal

forbearance and spirit, quietly laid aside the Convent General alto-

gether, and just took their own way as before. There is no doubt the

whole of the proceedings of this special meeting were illegal, and ought
to have been vetoed, as by Section 3 of the Anglo- Hibernian Conven-
tion any constitutional alterations should be made in the several Great
Priories before being submitted to Convent General.

The Statutes undoubtedly contain a provision for altering them, and
advantage was taken of this by the stronger party.

Canada, feeling that she had no chance of holding her own in Convent
General, strongly protested against these actf>, expressing her disapproval
of any materixl changes in rules she had promised to obey, for as a Na-
tional Great Priory she had an equal voice with the others, and no fac-

tion or party had a right to pass, without due notice, and behind her
back, a series of resolutions of which she disapproved.
In this state of affairs no other course seemed left but that of dissolu-

tion of the Union, but rather than proceed to this extremity, and for t)ie

sake of peace, the Great Priory of Canada agreed to a compromise, sug-

gested by the Great Sub Prior of England, by which we are now left to

take care of ourselves, and are certainly the gainers, so far as the aboli-

tion of the capitation tax to Convent General, which in Canada had al-

ways been looked upon as a very unnecessary one to impose upon us

;

but, it is to be feared the result of the compromise will be to establish

three separate systems, which in time will become more and more dissimi-
lar, and thus defeat the object of the Union.
The root of the failure lay in the Convent General. To assemble a

Convent General annually anywhere, was unnecessary, and the idea,

however specious, of meeting in London and Dublin alternately, ended in
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a oollapie of the wholo syatom. The nioetinga of Convent (Jenernl mIkxiU
never hnvo been fixed at all, but siiiiuDoned when required liy the

(jrand Master ; and I am happy to say that this has now boon dt'cideil

upon.

Our representative at (he ( I re<vt Priory of England, V. E. FraUsr Kmra
Uulmes, informs niu otlicially that ho has uaoortained that the nu'i'tiiii>i<

for the future of Convent (General rest upon the i;>.'tc (/ia;i< of nnr i{ yal

Cirand Master alone.

To ni> mind there cannot bo a doubt that the revised system, hy re-

verting to first principles, is calculated to raise the status and dii{nity of

the Templar Order in the British Dominions, as correctly ropreseiitin,'

the once celebrated Chivalric Order from which it derives its iiaiiK'
;

whilst the attempt to continue it as a mere fanciful decree of IMaHniic

invention, is preposterous, having neither historical facts nor trtith to re-

commend it.

The Great Prior having declared that Convent General i^

practically dormant, proceeds to lay nuieh of the blame for

existing apathy on the members of the Order. " The lack dI'

interest shown in the history of the Order," he remarked, "is

principally the cause of the ignorance that prevails, so few

brethren will take the trouble to read and study the subject,

taking things just as they find thein, and thinking notliini;

more about the matter." He then goes back to the Cluviiliic

era by dealing with the direct descent theory.

My views with respect to the origin of the Templar Order and its con-

nection with Freemasonry have been considerably modified. However, it

is the privilege of everyone to change his views as new sources of infor-

mation are brought to his knowledge. I cannot agree with the learned

author of a " Concise History of the Templar Order," who does not think

the Ancient Order ever found any shelter in the Masonic body ; he liolds

that Masonry as a speculative matter did not exist until the time of Ellias

Ashmole, at the commencement of the last century.
There is very little doubt that during the early days of the Templar

Order, when in the zenith of their power and wealth, a connection did ex-

ist between the two Bodies. Those warrior monks when assisting at the

erection of the magnificent churches and cathedrals that still remain, and

constructing their houses and Preceptories, employed the fraternity of

Freemasons skilled in ecclesiastical architecture, not the mere builders of

walls, or stone masons, but the scientific leaders of the Craft, many of

whom were of high rank and great learning, and whose chief patrons were

the Order of Benedictine monks, who had also drawn up the rales for

the Templars. This affinity between them probably tended to p'

feeling of sympathy at the time of the persecution of the Tem
when its members, denounced and dispersed, sought ref«|fO

ment amongst those they had at one time employed ^

though the rules of the Order required the Knights oi .

men of all professions and ranks of society were to found,

allied themselves to the Order, either by affiliation, .irbyjoMung the

class of "Freres Servientes," such as the squires, men-at arm artisans,

&c., &c., to whom, in common with the Knights, the confisoau u of the

property of the Order had brought utter ruin and desolation.
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Ttu' Miuonio fraternity, no doubt, wero ({lad and proud to aasiat men
whd had belonged to an Order so famous as the Tompiars, and who wero

still ciiiiablo and anxious to render themselves useful to the secret frater-

nity of builders, whose intercourse (from their wonderful life) with peo-

ple of various nations, views, and beliefs, disponed them to otier shelter to

aboily of men persecuted for the more liberal opinions they had enter-

tained in advance of the age.

Hy this connection of the Templars with the skilled architects and
wurkiiien of the Masonic fraternity, who were patronized and constantly

employed in the architectural services of the religious houses, unlil about

thu period of the Ueforniution, we may infer that the usages and ceremo-

nies of the Templar Order wero preserved from complete annihilation.

Tills is the theory of the oriuin of the present Templar Society, known
as the "direct descent theory," to distinguish it from that of the Masonic
origin of Templary, so fre(|uently and incontestably shown to be a mere
liction.

It certainly bears the mark of reason and probability that some of the

members of the great Order of the Temple at its dissolution found refuge

and protection by joining a secret society, with the leading members of

which they had been formerly intimate.

Although the Templar body of to-day cannot prove a direct descent from
the Chivalry of the Crusades, its legends and traditions strongly point that

way, and in all tradition there lies a germ of truth; we therefore endeavor
to imitate and assimilate our ceremonies and practices as closely as pos-

silile to that of the ancient Order, strictly conforming to the doctrines

of the soldiers of the Cross, who fought for the faith on the plains of

Palestine.

The ceremonies of the United Orders of the Temple and Hospitallers

of Malta are intended to inculcate the cardinal doctrines of the Christian

religion, the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, the birth, life, death,
resurrection, and ascension of the Great Captain of our salvation, and a
drni belief in the Holy Trinity, one and indivisible, the chief and inde-
structible characteristic of the Order, without which, in spite of all so-

phistry and special pleading, no Templary can exist. If any Templar
system admits those who reject the Trinity in unity, or Hebrews, who
adhere to the Judaical law, they have just as effectually laid aside the
principles of the Order ns Orangemen would do if they opened their doors
to Roman Catholics; in fact the instant the Order ceases to be Trinitarian

it also ceases to be a true branch of the Templars, and should be treated
as such.*

|i:

*The (luestion does not arise which is more crrrect, the Trinitarian or Unitarian
.•iystem—that is a religious rjuestion, with which we are not concerned at present-
but the Templar Order has, from its very inception, been strictly Trinitarian, and
it is altogether unreasonable that any one should wish to join it who is not prepared
t accept the doctrine of the Trinity. The name by which, even before the Order

1 tallied that of Templar, originated, as all know, from their House near the Tem-
i' of Solomon, and they were known to the world, and designated themselves,

' The poor fellow-soldiers of Jesus Christ," and the existing branch in Portu<'al
\i now called the " Knights of Christ." In fact, the ancient rules and ceremonies
go to show conclusively that the Order is peculiarly Trinitarian. To speak of the
Templar Order as a Masonic Order of Knighthood, is simply ridiculous. The
Order existed for centuries apart from Freemasonry without any known connec-
tion, further than that the Knights employed the Ancient Craft as workmen ; and
our traditions claim that the intimate connection now existing between Templary
ami Frei Tnasonry originated at the time of the violent suppression of the former,
when tl Society of Builders sheltered many of the Templars amongst their own
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In Great Britain and Ireland during the last century, the Chivalric

Ordera we^e formally introduced and adopted by the Masonic fraternity,

but altogether as separate and honorary degrees.

At the union uf the English Grand Lodges of 1813, the second article,

in defining the degreed of ancient Masonry, provides for the practice of

the Chivalric Orders in these words ;—" But this article is not intemied

to prevent any Lodge or Chapter from holding a meeting in any of the

Degrees and Orders of Chivalry according to the Constitutions of said

Orders," thus acknowledging the alliance and the historic truth and value

of the Chivalric degrees.

Templary then, aa now constituted, has become part of the M isotiic

system, that is to say, the society is based upon Masonry in so far that

we adcnit none but such as are Masons, therefore the basis or (jualitica-

tion is Masonic, but properly speaking it is not essentially so, but at tlie

most, quasi Masonic.
The election of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales to be the sole (irand

Master of the Order was strictly in accordance with ancient usajje, and the

wish to have but one governing head (^t least over the English speaking

branches of the Order), had nothing to do with national or political events,

the allegiance being to the sovereign head of the Order, who might, as of

old, be chosen from any nationality. This does not appear to have lieeu

generally understood by those brethren who merely looked upon it from

' a Masonic point of view.

This is evidently intended as a eply to the caustic i cmarks

indulged in by some of the Templar correspondents at the

other side of the line, when dealing with the Great Priors (.•oii-

tentiou that there should be but one Supreme Grand Master

for the English-speaking soldiers of the Cross, specimens of

which were given in a previous cha]>ter.

Our brethren of the United States have taken quite a difTerent view of

Templary from what we do, and founded a system exclusively their own,

based altogether upon Masonry. It would appear from their own writers

on the subject that although Templar Encampments were in existence

with them at the termination of the last and commencement of the present

century, they had become dormant prior to 1811, when Masonic Templary

was revived, remodelled, and sytitematized by bodies of the A. i*c A. S.

Ilite, and the degrees conferred at that time, according to the Rituals of

the Rite, converting the Rose Croix 18' and Kadosh 30"* into the Templar

Degree, adopting lectures suitable to their own views ; and by the year

181G the system was fully adopted and placed where it now stands, when

a General Crand Encampment was formed, and the Templar degree be-

came virtually part of the American Masonic system. From th.s it will

be seen that Templary in the United States does not resemble that in the

British Dominions in a)iy particu ar, and cannot be considered as the

same body. Allusion to the do^^trine of the Holy Trinity is alti)gether

Body. In these days of jfrowing sceptiois-n and atheism, our Christian Order i^" of

more imi)ortance than ever, when to all appearance we are approaching,' a stiti^de,

when reli^'ion and free-thought will find themselves face to face, and when tlie bat-

tle will have to be fou^'ht out to the bitter end,—all the more reason then that «e

ought to remain staunch to the do^fmas of our Ancient Faith, and sternly reiiol any
attempt-* made to lower the standard of our religiou< tests.
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omitted to admit of ita being open to all denominations of Chriatian

Masona, if not a greater la<. .tude ; and one of their leading members de-

clares,
" the test of the Trinity could not be adopted by them, as it would

drop 20,()U0 Templars from the ranks and reduce the influx one-half."

The idea of our forming a Union with the Templar branch of the

United States, at one time moottd, and brought forward at the last

Triennial Meeting of their Grand Encampment, never obtained any
favor amongst the Nationalities of the British Empire, and since it has

been clearly understood that they reject the Trinitarian doctrine and
test, the objections have become doubly stronger ; besides, the different

views entertained by them of Templary would not render a Union
advisable, however much we may be gratified to receive and welcome
them as visitors in.our Preceptories.

The Great Prior referred in gratified terms to the evident

progress of the Order in Canada. The grantinj^ of four new
warrants, and the removal of two Preceptories to more prolitic

tields, viz. :
" Sussex" back to Stanstcad, and " Mount Calvary

"

from Orillia to Barrio, he considered, as signs of renewed
ardour in the good cause. To (Jrand Chancellor Spry he paid

the distinguished compliment of attributing to that OlUcer

the prosperous condition of affairs, for which he then con-

gratulated Great Priory.

He announced that from Ireland and England the reports

revealed a like progress. The former had sent kindly expres-

sions of good-will across the sea, and intimated that it was
[ireparing to follow (^'anada's example, and arrange for a
virtual independence of its Nationality irrespective of Con-
vent General. In England many brethren of eminence had
been added to the roll, including H.R.H. Prince Leopold, who
in Great Priory had been appointed to the office of Great
Constable. The Great Prior continued :

From Scotland alone no advances have been made to any exchange of

courtesies. With the United States we continue in the most perfect

harmony, although in matters of detail and doctrine we are at issue, but
it is surely no business of ours to tind fault or interfere with their views,

or any ceremonial they may choose to adopt ; our regret is, that ns the

usages of the two branches are so entirely dissimilar, it is impossible to

effect a closer alliance. 1 regretted not being able lately to accede to

the recjuest of the Grand Commander of the CJrand Comniandery of

Vermont, who had urged me to authorize aspirants for the Templar
Order, Companions of our Royal Arch Ciiapters on their borders near
Stanstead, Province of Quebec, to be installed in Commanderies under
his control. 1 did noi feel justified in granting the permission or allow-

ing any interference with our jurisdiction, which for the future there can
be no necessity of entertaining ; the Province of Quebec being fully

prepared to establish Preceptories where and when rei^uired.

Among the resolutions adopted at this Assembly was one to

amend the statutes, etc.

:
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" By inserting the words ' Most Eminent ' before the name
of the Great Prior, Right Eminent ' before the names of all

elected officers, and ' Very Eminent ' before the names of all

appointed officers."

Also

:

" That no Frater shall print, publish, or cause to be printed

or published, the Revised Ritual of this Great Priory, or any

portion thereof ; and that a clause be inserted in the obliga-

tion, to be administered to every person admitted a menibci' of

the Order of the Temple, binding him to comply with such

regulation."

The following notice of motion was given, which, however,

at the next Annual Assembly seems to have made room for one

of more conciliatory tons, but which, as was feared, brought no

good results

:

Whereas, the Chapter General of Scotland continues to uphold Encamp-
ments or Priories of Knightb Templars in the Province of New Brunswick,

and thus permits one or more of its subordinates to invade the territory

already Masonically occupied by this Great Priory, and whereas the time

has arrived when the Grand Bodies having jurisdiction over the different

bn nches of Freemasonry in British North America, must protect and de-

fend their right to undisputed control over all subordinate bodies of their

respective grades, therefore be it

Resolved,—That the Chapter General of Scotland be requested to

withdraw from the territory now occupied by this Great Priory, within

six months from this date, and in the event of such request not being

complied with on and after the expiration of the period named, all Ma-
sonic intercourse between the Knights Templars of Scottish register and

our allegiance shall be and is hereby prohibited.



CHAPTER XXIX.

Canada's Sovereioxty still Unacknowledged.—Complete Indepen-

DENCE Desired.—Odtuoor Costume.—The Triennial Coxclave at

Chicago.—Assa.ssination of President Garfield.

ONVENT GENERAL, in so far as it affected Can-
ada, was now practically dead, and the new ycai-

for Great Priory started out without being weiglit-

ed down with an incubus that, however good in

intention, established itself by the disturbing spirit

influencing it, to be a potent factor for disunion. A<
the Great Prior put it, " the long cherished wish for

'Home Rule' had become fully realized," but as

events proved, it was only another step in the direction of a

consummation which the passage of a few short years actually

witnessed, and compelled the recognition which the Great Prior

held was now Canada's by right, but which for reasons very

faii-ly submitted, was withheld by other Sovereign Grand
Bodies of Templars.

As samples of the opinions of our Fratres of the United

States on this question, it may not be out of place here to quote

two of their wisest and most esteemed writers, Fratres Thomas
H. Caswell, of San Francisco, and Theodore T. Gurney, of

Chicago. The former said in his review of Great Priory's pro-

ceedings :

The address of the Great Prior, like all other documents emanating
from that accomplished Freemason and Knight Templar, which have
come to our notice, is replete with matters of general interest and sound
common sense.

Although the " Convent General," as the Great Prior observes, may bo
abolished de facto, it still has an existence dejure ; and while this is the

fact, we do not see how the Grand Encampment of the United States can

with propriety recede from its position and recognize the Great Piiory of

Canada, or either of its co-s«bordinates of England and Ireland, as inde-

pendent Sovereign Grand Bodies, particularly as negotiations are pend-
ing between the Grand Encampment and Convent General for a treaty,

by which our intercourse with the Templar bodies under its jurisdiction

should be regulated. Until officially informed that Convent General has

ceas,ed to exist, it appears to us that, in common courtesy to that august

o 225
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body, the Grand Encampment must decline to treat either of its consti-

tuents as independent and Sovereign Bodies.

Our Canadian Fratres must not feel annoyed if our Grand Encampment
declines to acknowledge their sovereignty, when even their Great Prior

is the appointee of the Prince of Wales, and holds his ofSce at his will

and pleasure.

Can anybody be independent and sovereign whose head is liable to be

removed by a higher power ?

Frater Gurney, than whom no warmer friend to Canada
breathed the air of the free Republic, on the same subject,

wrote

:

We fail to comprehend the logic of resolutions adopted declaring the

Great Priory the " Peer of any and all independent Great Priories,

Grand Encampments, etc." We do not for a moment question the right

or propriet} of continuing in a subordinate position for the sake of having

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at the head of the Order. Yet

it is difficult under such a condition of existence to understand the fore-

going claims of our sister jurisdiction. Webster defines a peer *' an equal,

one of the same rank. " We think with Provincial Prior, Sir Knight
Robert Marshall, " that the true interests of the Order would be materi-

ally promoted, not tmly in this Province, but throughout Canada, if our

Great Priory, in reality, enjoyed all the functions of a supreme and inde-

pendent governing body of the Order of the Temple." It it is not in-

vested with such independent prerogative, it cannot be classed as a peer,

so it seems to us.

This view of the situation was generally accepted by our

neighbors, and, if the truth must be recorded, was slowly but

surely finding a home in the convictions of the Canadian

Fratres also. To many it appeared that the continuance of

our loyal connection with England, nominal though it was, did

not tend i.o increase either our strength or influence. Our

comparatively diminutive membership, contrasted with the

magnitude of our aspirations and claims, brought no comfort

to them. They saw at one side of the line a host of 50,000

Knights to which we, with a little band of OOU, laid clahu to

e(iuality. True, the principle that lay within it all wa^

righteous, but the comparison afforded reasonable excuse for a

measure of discontent.

With our American Fratres the adoption of a showy out-

door costume proved attractive and popular, and those of our

own nationalitj'- vho resided near the border and had fi-equent

oi)portunities of v'tnessing their parades, grew to a-:^miie the

uniform, and naturally inclined to the belief that similar

practices would prove equally attractive on the Canadian side

They had their own distinctive costume it is true, but tu

assume it without the precincts of their Preceptories would

probabl}' create more wonder than admiration. The classic
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garb was so correctly in unison with true Templary that as a

public exhibit it was entirely at variance with propriety.

Our own Frater Dartneil relates an amusing experience in

this connection. He had the honor, a few years ago, at an
Assembly of the Grand Commandery of the State of New
York, of having assigned to him an honorable and conspicuous

position in the line of march. A short time previously the

Pope had conferred upon an American dignitary of the Roman
Catholic Church the hat which designates the rank of a
Prince of that church. The white robes, emblazoned crosses

and scarlet head dress, attracted the attention of an Irishman

in the crowd, who was heard to exclaim in accents of astonish-

ment :
" Holy Moses ! It's the Cardinal himself !

"

During this period the Triennial Conclave of the Grand En-
campment was held at Chicago, and was a brilliant gathering.

One writer said of the parade :

That it was magnificent and colossal in numbers, none can or will at-

tempt to deny. Of course the elegance of design and richness of decora-

tious, emblems, uniforms, fine music, with the accompanying pomp and
martial array of the occasion, reminded those who were permitted to par-

ticipate and behold it in all its glory, of the splendors portrayed in

Oriental tales. Of the transactions of the Grand Encampment, I can
give but little. It did two things, we are sure of, viz. : to elect officers

and adjourn, of which the last was the beat thing.

From which it will be inferred that the chief point of interest

in Chicago on that occasion was the parade.

A great many Templars from Canada visited Chicago to see

the show, and most of them were, to a greater or less extent,

impressed. Indeed, Provincial Prior Burch, of Ontario West,

grew quite enthusiastic when relating his experiences, and in

his lengthy report to Great Priory devoted no inconsiderable

time and space to an account of his visit and his views thereon.

Speaking of the seven Preceptories in his district, he said

:

The membership roll of each shows that the Order is gaining in num-
bers, and that ere long a large influx of " good men and true " may be
expected to join the ranks of Christian Knighthood. I am led to this

conclusion from the general awakening which has been exhibited in Ma-
sonic circles since the holding of the Twenty-first Triennial Conclave of

the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the United States, which
was convened at Chicago during the second week of August of last year.

To say that the Canadian Knights were accorded a royal welcome but
feebly expresses the greeting, which was one of unbounded courtesy and
undoubted cordiality and hospitality. I am sure every Sir Knight and
soldier of the Cross who was present on the occasion to which I have re-

ference, will acknowledge that the parade was one of the grandest and most
brilliant pageants ever witnessed, either in the Old World or in the New.
Between 25,000 and 40,000 Knights Templars were in line.

VI Si
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Past R. E. Provincial Prior James Seymour, of St. Catharines, although
seriously indisposed, took the Great Prior's place, and was accorded a

royal welcome at the hands of the Most Eminent Grand Commander
Hulbert and the Eminent Sir Knights of the Grand Encampment of the

United States. Our distinguished Frater represented Canada with aiynal

ability, and the thanks of all Canadian Knights Templars are due to him.

I am persuaded that the mingling together of the Fratres of Canada
and the United States at Chicago will have a beneficial effect upon the

Order in our beloved Dominion, not alone from the information received

and insight obtained into the working of the different Commanderies, but

from the desire which is inherent in man's moral nature to compare re-

sults, and endeavor, if at all possible, to keep pace with the Fratres of

the United States in advancing the interests and extending the influence

of our Chivalric Order.

Influences such as these were making themselves felt, aivl

already the beginning of the end which severed the last link

that bound Templar Canada to England, was surging forward

like a resistless wave.
Not only to the people and Fratres of the United States

came as a paralyzing shock the dreadful tidings that James
Abram Garfield, their President, had been stricken down liy

the assassin's bullet, but to their kindred in the north the ne\v>

carried with it all its sad and touching import, and the heartiest

of sym])athy was stirred in every corner of this vast Dominion
From the graceful pen of Frater Judge Dartnell flowed a

worthy tribute to a great man and worthy Templar. It was

appended to his report on Foreign Correspondence this year,

and from which the following is extracted

:

An event so full of moment to the Great Republic as the death of their

President, their " Uncrowned King," is not one to be lightly passed over:

but it is, in an especial manner, befitting that the Templars of this and

every other jurisdiction should join in the universal grief attending the

" deep damnation of his taking off," and take to heart and conscience the

significance of the noble life and heroic death of one who had assumed, in

common with them, the vows of a Christian warrior, and, what is better

far, lived all his life in accordance with those vows and the teachings of

the Order.
Sir Knight James Abram Garfield has passed away to his eternal rest,

and entered into the joy of his risen Lord, amid expressions of heartfelt

emotion from every nation of the globe.

What is known, and to be marked as a lesson to us all, was his consist-

ent and noble Christian life and conduct, unstained by any vice and not

once besmirched with the filth of party warfare, and, above all, that

blameless purity and domestic virtue not often found among public men

of the day.

The lowered flag, the tolling bells, the funeral services, throughout the

wide Dominion testified to the grief of a kindred people at the passing

away of a great and good man.
God rest thee, valiant Knight ! The Fratres of the land across the

Lakes lay upon thy bier " this spray of Northern Pine."
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Events of this kind, calamitous and distressing though they

be, illaw together the hearts and sympathies of nations as noth-

ing else can. When the edge of their intense grief had been

blunted by time our Fratres over the border did not foiget that

in their sorrow a responsive chord had beaten in Canada, and
that the Templars on this side had mingled their tears with

thein in their great bereavement. Acknowledgments were as

numerous as they were heartfelt and genuine, and many a kind
word was recorded of Frater Dartnell's message of Fraternal

sympathy. Here is what one writer in Michigan said, and in-

deed it may be accepted as a sample :

" This kindly expression of sorrow and sympathy for us as a nation and
as Templars by our Fratres of Canada, as also those of Her Gracious
Majesty, during our dark days of grief, lay us under deep and lasting

friendship to Canada and England. And we fervently pray Heaven that

they may ever be spared the bitter trials through which we have passed.

May the dastardly hand of the assassin be paralyzed ere it be raised

against the Queen of England."

A large gathering of the Fratres greeted the Most Eminent
the Great Prior at Hamilton when on the 12th July, 1881, he
called together the Sixth Annual Assembly of the National
Great Priory. Around him were gathered the stalwarts of the

Order, prominent among whom were noticed : R. E. Fratres,

Jas. A. Henderson, Great Sub-prior; D. B. Ijurch, Donald
Ross, and I. H. Stearns, Provincial Priors ; Daniel Spry, Grand
Chancellor; Rev. V. Clementi, Grand Chaplain; Chaa. Magill, J.

B. Smyth, David McLellan, A. G. Smyth. W. C. Morrison, H. A.
Mackey, Jas. Seymour, Henry Robertson, G. H. F. Dartnell,

John Moore, L. H. Henderson ; Fratres J, B. Nixon, T. C.

Macnabb. W, D. Gordon, Thos. Sargant, H. A. Baxter, A. G.

Adams, W. Chatfield, T. Coyle, H. A. Grannis, W. T. Bray,
R. Ratcliffe, S. Martell Davies, John Kennedy, Isaac F. Toms,
J. B. Bishop, E. H. D. Hall, I. P. Willson, J. H. Stone. A. G.

James, Allan McLean, Albert D. Smyth, John Nettleton,

Henrys Griffith, etc.

Twenty-one Preceptories out of the twenty-four on the roll

were represented, and the reports from each district were hope-
ful and encouraging. There were recorded during the year,

eighty-six admissions, the highest number yet, bringing the

total membership to nearly 700. The Great Prior in his ad-
dress dealt with questions of modern as well as historical

importance, and although the subjects were not new, yet being
handled from fresh standpoints were equally as interesting.

He opened by congratulating Great Priory on its independence
being assured owing to the collapse of Convent General which
had come to an untimely end at its own hands

mm -
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The Great Prior doubted whether Convent General should

ever have been formed, even with the prestige of royalty to

support it. The radical changes contemplated, and the con-

flicting elements composing the body, were too strong.

The idea of one cosmopolitan Order as of old, with a Supreme Grand
Master, was a grand conception of the originator, Sir Patrick Colquhnun,

but the material to work it was wanting. We can now look back more
calmly and dispassionately; than perhaps we could at the time, to his

ennobling views for the Order, and we may well add our sympathy for

what to him must have been a great disappointment.

Apart from all other considerations, *• Convent General " has achieved

one greivt objtect by promulgating a correct knowledge of the Order, and
introducing a strict historical rendering of the Ritual, from which nearlj

all objectionable features have been expunged.

A request from Toronto to be permitted to adopt military

drilling and parades drew from the Great Prior an indignant

protest. He said

:

There can be no possible objection to any society amusing themselves,

if it suits their fancy, by adopting a military uniform and system of drill
;

therefore, if Preceptories who may wish in this manner to represent the

military character of the Old Templar Order, decide upon such a course,

they are, of course, at liberty to do so.

Some enthusiastic Templars, who must fancy themselves at least

"Jacques de Molays," say, that as " Soldiers of the Cross," our duty is as

much in the battle-field as the sanctuary. The question is, what battle-

field? The days when the Order and that of St. John of Jerusalem were
called upon to fight against the Infidel hordes, has passed away forever.

The claim of the Great Priory of Canada to be considered

the peer of the Grand Encampment of the United States, re-

ceiving such scant favour at the hands of neighboring fratres,

the Great Prior again expresses surprise that they cannot see

the matter as he does, and says

:

What our recognition of but one Grand Master for the whole Order (as

of old) in the person of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, has to do with the com-
plete independence the National Great Priory of Canada, is difficult to un-

derstand. The Supreme Great Master does not interfere with the Repre-
sentative government of the National Great Priories in any particular, but

has it exclusively in his power to confer honors which members might be

proud of possessing ; and in his exalted station of life, his acceptation of the

office adds materially to the statusaud dignity of the Order, at once stamp-
ing its character by placing it amongst the recognized honored societies o"

the Empire. It certainly appears to U3 strangely inconsistent that ourAmer-
ican brethren who pride tliemselves on their levelling principles and demo-
cratic institutions should assume a title of English aristocratic civil life,

by addressing each other as "Sir," prefixed to their namae, frequently

making the great mistake of leaving out the baptismal name altogether,

as the title of " Sir" can only properly be applied in conjunction with
both Christian and surname. Whatever ideas they may entertain about
our independent position cannot in the least afifect us, a totally different

il-'
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urtjanization. When "Convent General" on its organizition recognizjcl

the American Templar system as being the same Order as that of the

IJritish Dominions, and the Arch Chancellor, Sir Patrick Colqnhonu,
recommended the "Grand Cross " being conferred on their Grand Master,

he did, and it did, more injury to the Order in Canada than anything else

could have done, by putting it in the power o/ the admirers of the Ameri-
can system, to give trouble. The mistake arose from ignorance at the

time of the dissimilarity existing between the two systems.

The Great Prior, nevertheless, maintains his keen sense of

justice when he says :

" I cannot help digressing, to contrast and admire the advantage our
United States brethren have over us, and that is the thorough discipline

insisted upon in their well-organiz>jd system. They do manage to work
up an intensity of zeal, energy and interest. Their reports, annual ad-

dresses, and so on, whatever in our eyes their faults and intrinsic value
may be, display an amount of vitality which in itself is pleasing and satis-

factory, and puts to shame the sleepy condition of the government of the
Order in the " United Kingdom.

"

The Order had not then, nor has it since, grown to the pro-

portions which would give an opportunity to act on the fol-

lowing suggestion :

—

I would wish to draw the attention of the Order generally in all Pro-
vinces of the Dominion having a Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter, to

the advisability of completing their " English Rite " of Freemasonry by
the formation of Provincial Grand Priories, when a sufficient number of

Preceptories have been established, to he independent bodies, but still

holding allegiance to the National Great Priory of Canada ; for it should
be kept in mind that in the year 1780 the Grand Lodge of all England,
held at York, officially declared that the Order of Knights Templar con-

stituted the fifth degree in Freemasonry. This completed the '* English
Rite," commonly, but erroneously (as shown by Bro. W. J. Hughan, of

Truro) called the "York Rite,' viz:—The practice of the three Craft

degrees, followed by the Royal Arch, while Templary covers the whole,

but altogether as a separate matter. These contain all that is required
in the teachings of the old system of Freemasonry, for whatever merit
the numerous other degrees and rites that now flood the Masonic world
undoubtedly possess to interest and instruct the Masonic student, whose
pursuits lead him in that direction, they are not of sufficient practical

utility or importance generally to the mejnbers of the Craft, to repay the
time, great expense and research necessarily involved in acquiring a
knowledge of them.

Many now regret that the advice of the Great Prior, con-

tained in the following paragraph, was not heeded :

—

It is my opinion and advice that Great Priory and every Preceptory
be called upon at once to procure complete sets of our Proceedings from
the establishment of the Order in Canada, and have them bound for re-

ference. The want of them in time to come will be most seriously felt

ami regretted.

Yielding to the strongly expressed desire on the part of a
section of the Fratres, the Great Prior said in concluding:

—
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I would recommend (»reat Priory to decide definitely at thia meeting
the ({uestion of introducing an out-door uniform aa an addition to the

established costume of the Order, in such Preceptories as may amoiiijst

themselves be in favor of adopting it, without its being a compulHury
measure, or interfering with tiie prescribed regulations. So far as 1 inn

concerned, it is not my intention to intluonco the Fratres, or throw ^urtliur

obstacles in the way of what may be considered a harmless innovati m
uf our customs, and wish it to bo understood that Preceptories aro .it

liberty to make their own rules as to the time and places in which this

uniform is to be worn, without any restrictions whatever as to the right

of doing ao.

As an ai)pondix to the above, the Great Prior added a valu-

able historical description of the costume and insignia of the

early Templars. He said :

—

Before aubmitting for the consideration of Great Priory, a schedule of

desitjns for the insignia to be worn by the officers and members of the
" United Orders " in Canada, it may be advisable to give a brief descrip-

tion of some of the customs and paraphernalia of the early chivairic

Orders to enable us to avoid inconsistency, and preserve the most proper

and appropriate badges to be worn ; ao m. ny errors have crept in either

from ignorance of the correct form, or the desire of regalia ntanufactur-

ers to enhance their work by fanciful ornamentation, without due regard

to historic accuracy.

The Templars followed the Rule of the Benedictine Order of Monks

,

founded by St. Bernard in 535, the Military Order taking its rise in 1118-

19. The White Mantle was adopted aa the habit of the Order to distin-

guish it from the Black Robe of the Hospitallers ; and in the second

crusade (1 1G7) the Knights assumed the blood red cross as a symbol of

Martyrdom,
The Mantle (with surcoat or sleeveless tunic) was worn over armour of

chain-mail, and could be looped up to leave the sword arm bare. On his

head the Templar wore a white linen coif ; over this a small, round cap

made of red cloth, and when on service in the field an iron skull-cap of

chain-mail, without plumes or crest.

The Knights of St. John the Baptist, called of Jerusalem, instituted in

1072, were of the St. Austin rule of Monks, their habit being black with

tight-pointed white cross, worn over their armour. They afterwards,

between 1278 and 1289, when engaged in military service, adopted a ral

tunic, with a plain (straight) equal limbed wli'ite cross over the centre of

the breast, which continued as the uniform of the Knighta of Malta to a

late period.

The Crosa, as the emblem of Christianity, was adopted by the Crusaders

—worn on the left shoulder of their garments, and made of cloth or linen

(in imitation of Christ carrying the cross) ; as also on the breast ; and

some of the most austere and enthusiastic imprinted the Holy Sign on the

flesh—usually the left arm, as nearest the heart.

Ecclesiastical crosses are two in number, used as a medium of hieratical

distinction. The Pope alone is entitled to the triple-barred, or cross of

" Salem," to denote him to be the Sov. Priest, Sup. Judge and Sole Le<{-

islator. It has in recent times been adopted as the badge of the Grand

Master of the Modern Templars, and also that of the Chief Ofticer in the

A. it A. S. Rite, &c. Cardinals and Archbishops are honored by the

Patriarchal or two-barred crosa, aignifying " Salvation to the Jewa and
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Ceiitilo." The *' Passion" or single-barred cross, representing the one

uii which the " Saviour" sutt'ered, is common to all ranks ; both were an-

cient badges of the Templars— and used as a mark for their signatures.

When crossed near, and at the ends, they are called crojs "crosslets,"

luiJ croHses "potent," sometimes forked at the points.

The Templar Cross is the Cross Pateo, and has been already described.

The Cross of Malta, the device of the (Jrder of St. .John of Jerusalem, has

fre(|iieiitly been confounded with Cross I'atoe of the Templars, although

tliere is a great ditl'erence between them. The cross is white^ of eujkt points,

hiiviiiL; its four arms joined in a small centre- point, and extremities notch-

td <>r indented, resembling tishes' tails, an allegorical allusion to the

Siivioiir ; the fish being one. of the early Christian symbols, emblematical

(if Christ generally. Matt, iv., 19. The device should be always placed

upon a black field or worn on the left shoulder of the Black Mantle or

breast of the Tunic.

The "Jewel" of the Order of bt. John or Malta is of white enamel,

liiivin({ the distinguishing emblems of each langue in gold, placed in the

four angles centre of the cross ; for England, the " Lion and Unicorn
"

alternately; for France, the " Fleur dc lis," &,c. , itc, worn suspended
from a black, watered ribbon.

The " Pennoncel " was a su\all triangular flag carried by Squires. The
Knights bore a " Pennon " forked at the end, being extended into two
points, and when powerful enough to furnish to the State or their

Sovereign a certain number of armed men to be retained at his expens.^,

he was accorded the title of "Banneret,"—" little Baron," which gavt

him the right to carry a Srpmre Bantif.r a,t the top of his lane on which hit

armorial devices were depicted. When "Bannerets" were made on the

field of battle by the Sovereign in person, as a reward of valor, he cut off

with his sword the forked tails of their Pennons, changing them into

S(jiiare Banners.
The Ancient Templars had iwu Banners—the " Beauceant " and " Red

Cross."

The "Beauceant," in Norman French, meaning "Piebald," was the
original armorial device of the Templars, half black and ivhite, whatever
may have been the direction of the partition lines ; sometimes it was
represented per pale or divided perpendicularly in alternate narrow stripes,

but more frequently perfesse or horizontally, the upper half black , the

lower white. A red passion cross appears occasionally on the white
ground when this was the case, and the division horizontal ; the black
was reduced to a heraldic chief or upper third part of the field to admit
of this cross being on the white ground only, for to place the red cross on
the black, color upon color, would be false heraldry. The banner was
supposed to denote " Death, Innocence and Martyrdom ;

" it also has the
inscription, "Non nobis domine, nan 7iobis sed nomine tua da gloriam," the
opening sentence of the 115th Psa m. The name '

' Beauceant " has various
explanatory meanings suggested, but none very satisfactory. By the
" Rusicrucians " it was looked upon as a religious symbol of the principle
of " good and evil." The word was used by the Templars as their battle
cry—" Au Beauceant, for the Temple," &c., because the banner was black
and white, to signify : Black and terrible to the Infidel ; fair and favor-
able to the Christian.

The second Standard subsequently adopted was the " Yexillum Belli
;

or, Red Cross battle-flag,"—a white banner charged with the Cross of
the Order (Patee), already described, and the same cross which ornament-
ed the shields and mantles of the Order.

h
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The Lamb carrying a cross banner, surmounted or placed upon the

centre of a red cross, was another armorial device of the Tuniplars.

signifying the union of the <(ualities of gentleness and courage. Tin

lamb being the emblem of the Saviour and the banner of Victory, sym
bolizos tho " Resurrection."

Thti standard and armorial bearing of the Knights of St, .lohu >ii

Jerusalem (Malta) is a white, plain, e<|ual-]imbed cross, upon a red

(ield.

iJanneis, when made to hang perpendicularly from the poles, are

called " Gonfannons," or Ecclusiaatical Banners—used in processionii and

placed in halls ; they are generally tripartite or triple-cloven at tlic

bottom.
The sword was made in the form of a cross, an emblem of the cause in

which it was to be used. The blade straight and cutting on both aides,

typical of its being always employed in the defence of justice.

When the Crusaders were on tho march to tho Holy City, they were in

the daily custom of placing their long, two-handed swords upright before

them, forming a cross, and before these they performed their morning
devotions, and on all military occasions they kissed the hilt of their

swords in token of devotion to the Crosa. From this we derive our
" Salute " and " Standing to Order."
The girding on the sword was essentially the ceremony that usually

constituted a Knight, hence the common expression a *' Belted Knight,"

as identifying the Knight and girding on the Sword.
Spurs of gold were the distinguishing badge of a Knight and an indis-

pensable adjunct of Knighthood, to signify diligence in every honorable

design ; the rowels symbolized promptitude of action.

The ring worn by Ecclesiastics is a sign of indissoluble connection

and union with the Church. In the Templar Order it is adopted in

place of the "Girdle," worn round the waist, with which the Ancient

Knights were invested, and is a symbol of the covenant entered into with

the Order, as the wedding-ring is the symbol of the covenant of mar-

riage. The ancient signet rings were worn always on the right hand,

and generally on the index Bnger—see the passage in .Jeremiah,

xxii, v. 24.

The silver " Templar Star," a most appropriate emblem, is of modern

adoption

.

The " Baldrick," or "Shoulder Sword Belt," formerly worn, is now

replaced by a waist belt, and a ribbon or sash substituted for the

Baldrick,

The Honorary distinctions of '"Kts. Grand Crosses," and " Kta.

Commanders Crosses," were introduced by H.U.H. the Prince of

Wales, as badges of honor, who alone has the power of conferrini;

them, and as such are recognized as marks of peculiar honor in the

Order.
The Chaplains wore a white, close-fitting tunic, with a red passion

cross on the left breast, and none under the dignity of a Bishop could

assume the white mantle ; Chaplains were eligibl"! for the office of

Preceptor.
The " Serving Brethren " served as light-armed cavalry, and were of

two classes employed in various ofiices. They wore a black or brown

tunic with the red cross. Their form of reception into the Order was

the same as that of the Knights.

In accordance with ancient usages, the names of Preceptories should

always be that of local or historical significance ; never the names of living

men.
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Wo lind ill the histories of the Templar Order that it was p;ovorned

l>y a " Master," ho termed according to the language employed, vix,,

" Miiistre," " Magister, " but "Magnus Magister," or "Great Master,"

ifas used at an early period. The author of a "Concise History,"

says, pago 41 :—" In France the equivalent 'Grand' was used, but in

Kiiyliah it is as absurd to use the term, which ccmveys the impression of

a iiiui{niticenco, eschewed by the Statutes of the Order, as to call English

Miniators of Htate the Grand instead of the Great otlicers of Sjtate.

'(iriind Master' has been imported into English without translation, and

as that word exists, though with different meaning, it tends to mislead."

In tliu Statutes the expression used is simply " Magister " and
"Maistre."

As an illustration of the change of opiniou that can bo

wrouLfht by the lapse of time and persistent agitation, an
extract from the Report of the Grand Council on the Grand
Master's Address two years previously, is liere contrasted with

one from that of the same Committee, submitted and approved

in this year. In 1879 they .said :

We most cordially agree with the Great Prior in his views in reference

to the adoption of an out-door costume and the introduction of a system
of military drill, which we consider would not only be inexpedient but
most unwise. Those who desire military parade have always the privilege

of enrolling themselves in some of our military corps, and therein, while

satisfying their ardor for military display can, at the same time, serve

their Queen and country ; but pray let our Order retain its characteristic

of unobtrusive and quiet dignity and avoid flaunting its mantle of purity

before the vulgar gaze.

Here is what the Grand Council said in 1881 :

The Grand Council are in accord with that portion of the Address
which refers to a change of costume to be worn by the Fratres as an out-

door parade dress, as they cannot see that any injury can be done to

Canadian Templorism, even should some of the Preceptories adopt a

costume identical with that worn by Knights Templars in the United
States. They desire, at the same time, to express a decided opinion that

public parades of Knights Templars, or indeed any other grade of Free-
masons, is not to be encouraged to too great an extent ; but when it

becomes necessary that Kni»hts Templars should appear outside the walls

of their Preceptories it is well that they should be clothed in a costume
that will reflect credit on the Templar Order, and not bring ridicule upon
the wearers.

The Statutes were amended by resolution so as to define the

Clothing and Insignia to be worn at Assemblies of Preceptories.

This of course had nothing to do with the out-door uniform
recommended by the Great Prior in the concluding portion of

liis Addres.s, and which the Great Priory had not yet decided
upon. The Amended Statute read

:

The following Clothing and Insignia may bo worn by all Sir Knights of

the Order of the Temple :

—

At Assemblies of Preceptories the Insignia to be worn and used are :

—
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" A black silk Riband, fouv inches wide, with a black silk fringe, to be

worn over the right shoulder, for all Knights under the rank of I^re-

ceptor ; and a gold fringe for Preceptors JVud rxll Jibove that r.ink.

" A seven-pointed Silver Star, with a Passion Cross in a circle in the

centre, with the motto ' In hoc signo vinces ' round the circle. The
jewel worn by Preceptors to be the Red Patriarchal C-oss ; all other

Knights to wear the Cross of the Order, viz. : the Red Cross I'atee.

These jewels to bo suspended by the ribbon ot the Order : red with

white edges 1 ./ inches wide.
" The other Insignia, badges, jewels, or decorations, shall be thdfe

only which are limited and assigned to each respective office, rank, ur

degree, hereinafter defined.
" The Habit to b'^ worn by Templars shall be a white stuff or woollen

Mantle, with ibe eq" 1 limbed Red Cross of the Order, nine inches in

length, on the left shoulder, and with a Hood lined with white serge or

fiannel. All who have attained the rank of Preceptor, shall wear a Heod
lined with red ser^e, silk, or tlannel.

" A white Cassock or Tunic, with a Rv,d Cross of the Order on the

breast, may be worn in addition by all Knights.
" In a Priory of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes,

and Malta, Knights may use a black Mantle, with a white eight-pointed

Cross on the left shoulder, and a Hood lined with white.
" A black or red Cassock or Tunic may be worn in addition with the

Cross on the breast, viz : The white eight-pointed Cross on black Tunic

and plain white Cross of St. John on red Tunic.
" The Chaplains shall wear Habits or Caps.
" Serving Knights shall wear russet brown stuflf or muslin Mantles,

with the Cross of the Order on the left shoulder. No Serving Knight

shall wear any Insignia or jewel whatever.
" Each Knight, under the rank of Preceptor, may wear a straight

Cross-hilted sword with a black scabbard and black leather belt, with

bronze chain and slings. The hilt and mountings may be of gold, silver,

iron, steel, or bronze.
" Preceptors may wear a sword with a platod steel scabbard, silver

plated with appropriate mountings
"The Beauceant is a parallelogrammic banner, parted perfesse, sable

and argent with red Passion Cross on the white ground.
" The Vexillum Belli is a Red Cross patoe, charged with the eight-

pointed Cross on • white field.

" Preceptors and all above that rank may use banners of their arms or

other devices of a parallelogrammic form. Other Knights may only use

swallow-tailed pennons."

A very propei- cutting away of a number of supertlnou-

offices was acliicved at tliis meeting. The resolution readinj,'

" that the Statutes be amended by expunging the word " Pre-

late " and insert " Chaplain ;" and to strike out the followiiiL;'

words : the Assistant Grand Almoner ; the Grand First Heralil

;

the Grand Second Herald ; the Grand Warden of Regalia ; the

two Grand Aides-de-Camp ; the Grand Chamberlain ;
llie

Grand Assistant Chamberlain ; and the Grand Second Captain

of the Guards."

A resolution deciding to expunge the words "Convent

General " wherever they appeared was also adopted.



CHAPTER XXX.

Death of Thoma^s Douiilas Habin(!ton.—Ccnuition of Great Pkioky.
—Gkowth of the Inuei'i^ndence Movement,—The Trccble in

New Brunswick.—The English Grand Chancellor in Canada.

^HE occurrences that marked the interval between
^' the Assemblies of Great Priory were this year

notable. The death of the good President of the
United States, Jas. Abram Garfield, was regarded
with universal sorrow, and in Templar circles his

loss was specially mourned. Widespread regret, too,

was occasioned by the death of Frater T. D. Haring-
ton, who had earned a far-reaching reputation under

both flags for his general upright bearing as a public official,

iis well as his genial and kindly disposition in the social walks
of life. Four other valiant Knights had laid aside their ar-

mour and departed for the better land, viz. : V. E. Fratrcs Alex.
S. K'irkpatriek, of Kingston, an active member of the former
Grand Conclave ; Henry Astel Grannis, of St. Thomas, an offi-

cer of Great Priory ; William T. Bray, of Wingham, presiding

Preceptor of the " Huron " Preceptory and Grand Junior War-
ilen of the Grand Lodge of Canada^ and Rev. St. George Caul-
tield, of Windsor.

An impetus was given this year to the agitation looking to

a complete rupture of the tie that bound Canada to England.
It, had grown with many into a solid and unchangeable convic-

tion that until the .system in Canada assimilated, or at least

copied in a large measure, that of our neighbors, it could never
prosper. This belief was fostered by the kindly disposition

manifested by the latter on all occasions where fraternal inter-

course was called for. The Great Prior, as will be seen, was
much exercised over the matter, and in his address animad-
verted at length on what he believed to be a false and disloyal

sentiment.

Windsor had come in under the standard of the Cross, and
with nine worthy Fratres had added another Preceptory to the
roll. There were now 24 Preceptories, with a membership of

237
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710, and a healthy treasuiy. The reports from each of tho

Provinces were of a gratifying nature, that from Nova Scotia

being specially welcome, as it not only was the first for some
years, but it conveyed the pleasing intelligence that the Hjilifus

Preceptory was gaining substantial strength. The Provincial

Prior for Ontario West furnished an eloquent account of a

Templar demonstration at Hamilton, which included visitois

from Detroit, Buffalo, Rochester, and other cities of the United

States. The report from New Brunswick dealt in detail w ith

the trouble experienced by our Fratres in that Province, and

will, perhaps, be better understood by giving the passages from

Provincial Prior Munro's compilation relating thereto :

I regret t,hat the returns show so little progress in the way of adding to

the number on the roll of members in this Jurisdiction, under Canada.

This is owing, in part, to the great fire in 1877, many of the Brethren

baying lost heavily ; also owing to the tentative and discouraging poai-

' ion of the Preceptory in this city, holding under authority of the Great

Priory of Canada. Handicapped as it is at every point, compared with

the go-as-you-please license accorded to the Scottish Encampment, work-

ing in this Jurisdiction under the authority of the Chapter General of

Scotland, all combined have given the Encampment an ascendency difli

cult to explain.

While on the question, I am unwilling to tease Great Priory into a

forward movement and assert the right claimed to this Jurisdiction. It

is most desirable, however, that an early decision should be reached, in

the interest of the Preceptory, and for the true welfare of the Templar

Order under Canada in this territory. It cannot he expected that la

should continue in a date of siispense much longer, or remain subjects of a

power unwilling, or not daring, to pi'otect its subordinates. The existence

of two Encampments working in New Brunswick, owing fealty to the

Chapter General of Scotland, their many privileges comparatively witn

the restrictive statutes of Great Priory, which have their influence, and

compared with the assertion that the Great Priory of Canada, vide Re-

port of Proceedings for 1879, page 362, has exclusive and indepeni^ent

JURISDICTION over the whole of that portion of British North America

known as the Dominion of Canada, is an anomaly.

In the rivalry existing, the Preceptory may be likened unto a staunch,

strong ship setting out on a voyage ; friends rejoicing in her strength, re-

gardless of all danger ; every sail set to catch the passing breeze. A
storm overtakes her, or she meets with adverse winds and buflfeting seas

;

but she pursues her voyage- and arrives safely at her desired haven,—
much weather-beaten, no lives lost and crew still sticking by her.

Misfortune bore heavily on our Great Prior during this year

A sad and mournful bereavement was followed by a conflaLfia-

tion which destroyed his home at La Prairie, Que., and with it,

not only all his personal effects and piopcrty, but a library

which contained many hundi'eds of valuable works, including;

volumes of rare antiquity, and which at any price could not he

duplicated.
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What the Great Prior lost in his library, only he can tell.

His books were his familiar companions, to him they were old,

dear and valued friends. From them he gathered the wealth

of information which, from time to time, he gave to his

brethren and to the world. Need it be said that his regret was
poignant, or that he had the sympathy of every Frater on either

side of the line, who appreciated and benefited by his labors.

Canada received a distinguished visitor during the year, in

the person of V. E. Frater Alex. Stavely Hill, M.P., Chancellor of

the Great Priory of England, who arrived, unfortunately, just

after the meeting of the last ivssembly of Great Priory. He
bore with him the following credentials, to which it may be
inferred our Great Prior appended his dutiful and loyal

homage.

(Signed)

Albekt Edward,

To the Very High and Eminent Sir Knight, Colonel W. J. Bury
MacLeod Moore, Grand Cross of the Temple, Great Prior of the

Dominion of Canada.

His Royal Highness, Albrrt Edward, Prince of Wales and Duke
of Cornwall, K.G., G. C.S.I. , G.C.B., K.T., K.P., &c., &c., &o..

Grand Master of the United Religious and Military Order of St.

John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, sends his Royal
and Fraternal Greeting :

—

Being well assured of the loyalty and true atfection of the Knights of

the Order towards Us, and of their sincere resolve that in the Dominion
A Canada the brotherly bond of union shall ever exist among all joined

together under Our Grand Mastership ; and further desiring to show to

you Our continuing aftection towards you, and to assure you that the

prosperity of the Order Si.d the union and brotherly love of the Great
OtHcers and Members of the same, under Her Majesty the Queen, our
Patron, have been and are an object of Our most constant care,—We
have, therefore, charged Our trusty and well beloved Chancellor of the
Great Priory of England, Alexander Stavely Hill, D.C.L. ; one of Her
Majesty's Counsel and Member of Parliament, to be the bearer to you of

this Our letter ; and Our said Chancellor hath it further in charge to ex-

press towards you. Very High and Eminent Great Prior, Our Royal
favor and good will, and Our affection towards the brethren Sir Knights
of the Order, and to the Dominion of Canada.

Given on board the Osborne R. Y. S., the 18th day August, A. L.,

5885, A.D. 1881, A. 0.,763.

Frater Hill received a Templar greeting and welcome in

Montreal, under the auspices of "Richard (Jo'ur du Lion" Pre-

ceptory, Provincial Prior I. H. Stearns, and Preceptor A. G.

Adams, with the Fratres under them, co-opurating to make th(j

arrangements complete and successful.

The occasion was a memoi'aljle one, and foi'ms a bright page
English Grandiu tlic annals of our Montreal Fratres. [The

i
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Chancellor's report of his reception by the Knights in Canaila,

which appeared subsequently in the English Templar Calendar
for May, was indicative of the pleasure he experienced.]

The visit was marked by H. 11. H. the Prince of Wales in a

special manner. He auth^Jzed the Great Prior, as a mark of

his favor, to nominate a limited number of Canadian FratroN

to receive tiie decoration oi' " G.C.T.," (Grand Cross of thr-

Temple), and that of " K.C.T.," (Knight Commander of the

Temple.)

These honorary decorations were first introduced on H. R. H,

accepting the office of Supreme Grand Master of the Order, ami

were originally intended to supersede the position of Past rank,

which has assumed an importance and preponderance out nf

all proportion to the numerical strength of the Order. They
are in his exclusive gift, with whom it is a personal matter.

and as they are very limited in their distribution, are the more
valuable, carrying as they do a Patent under the sign manual

of the Prince of Wales, which in itself is most interesting to

the possessor. Canada's complete severance from England pre-

cludes the possibility now of sharing in these royal honors.

The favored ones on this occasion were announced by the Great

Prior at the opening of the proceedings, who stated that he

had received patents fiom England for the following:

GRAND CROSS OF THE ORDER OF THE TEMPLE.

R. E. Frater William B. Simpson, Montreal, Past Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge and Past Great Sub-prior of Canada

fill

KNIGHTS COMMANDERS OF THE ORDER OF THE TEMPLE.

R. E. Frater Isaac Henry Stearns, Montreal, Past Grand Z.

of the Grand Chapter, and Provincial Prior of Quebec.

R. E. Frater Hon. Robert Marshall, St. John, Past Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge, and Past Grand Provincial Prior

of New Brunswick.

R. E. Frater James Mott'at, London, Fast Grand Master of

the Grand Lodge of Canada, and Past Grand Vice Chancellor

of the Great Priory of Canada.

R. E Frater Charles Davis Macdonald, Peterborough, Past

Grand Z , Grand Chapter of Canada, and Past Provincial Grand

Commander for Ontario and Quebec.

R. E. Frater Lawrence H. Henderson, Belleville, Past Grand

Z, Grand (Jhaptcr of Canada, and Past Grand Chancellor nf

the former Grand Priory.

The meeting place of the Supreme Council of the A. an 1 A
Scottish Rite was again selected for the annual assembly of
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Great Priory, which on the 17th October, 1882, convened in the

Masonic Chambers, Montreal, wiih Col, Moore, Great Prior:

supported by the Great Sub-prior, R. E. Frater W. B. Simpson,
presiding. There we<e present, the following Provincial Priors,

I). B. Burch, R. J. llovenden, W. D. Gordon, I. H. Stearns, and
R. 1). Munro. Officers, Daniel Spry, Grand Chtincollor ; John
Kennedy, A. G, Adams, Davia McLel'an, Dr. G. W. Lovejoy, J,

Ross Robertson, J. B, Bishop, VV. B. Colby, J. B. Trayes, S. S.

Lazier, Jas. Motfat, Henry Nuttell, T. Coyle, J. H. Stone, E. H. D.
Hall, E. H, Raymour, J. M. Josslin. Past Officers, Jas. Seymour,
Hugh A. Mackay, Robert Ramsay, L. H. Henderson, J. W.
Murton, Jas. Greenfield, John McLean, E. M. Copeland, J. H.
Graham, John Moore, Wm. Reid, and Fratres G. VV. Andrews.
J. H. Stone, Dr. Jas. Sutton, W. H. Hutton, J. T. Flint, G. D.
Wiman, W, M. Pike, S, M. Davies, A. Chatfield, P. J. Slatter,

Pichard Ratclitfe, '-^I D, T. Chambers, Dr. Henry Russell, T.
Inglis Paston, S, Wilson Drum, A, Francis Lay, C. L. A. Kuhr-
ing, and Visiting R. Em. Fratres Geo. O. Tyler, of Vermont, and
D. Burnham Tracy, of Michigan.

There was a gap in the I'anks of the Order on this occasion

which was felt by all present. On the 13th January previous

the V. E. Frater, Thomas Douglas Harington, Deputy Re-
coiver General of the Dominion, was suddenly called to his ac-

count. No more beloved Frater ever donned the snowy
mantle of the Templar or wore its sacred badge with more
honor. He was one of the most active pioneers and workers
in the Order, and at his death a Past Gieat Sub- Prior and Rep-
resentative of England's Great Priory. From a circular issued

by the Great Prior the following is taken :

IJro. Harington was born at Windsor, England, onthe 7th June, 1808,
and was descended on his father's side from a good oM English family,

while he inherited from his mother a portion of iht renowned lineage of

the gallant Douglas line. He spent his early life as a midshipman in the
Royal Navy, and afterwards as an otHc.er in the ii^ast India Company's
Merchant Ser.ice. In 18;>2 he became a resideni in Canada, and shortly

afterwards entered the Civil Service of the Crown, in which he remained
until his retirement some four years a^io.

Bro. Harington received the Light of Jlasonry in 1843, and from first

to last was an earnest and energetic worker in the Craft. He was deserv-

edly honored by his brethren by the highest offices in their gift, having
been repeatedly elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, and (Jrand
First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada,
and at the time of his death was Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council, ii3rd degree A. and A. Scottis'a Rite. Jn the 10th
.April, 1845, ho was installed a Knight Tomplir in the " Hugh do
Payons '" Preceptory at Kingston, Ontario.

The body of our lamented brother was interred in the olil " Blue
Cluuch Burying Ground " in Au^^uata, near tne tuwn of J-'rescott, wherj
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by all orthodox believera, without qualification of lUiij kind, and abso-

iiitoly expressed the Apostles' Creed intact.

The prevailing religion of the Middle Ages was Rman Catholic, in

which all the acts of its votaries aimed at the "Glory of Jod." There
were tim branches of this class, the one, who devoted their attention to

the erection of great church edilices for His worship, houses for religious

worship as monasteries, extending up to the 12th century, and which
iiftt'iwiuds became independent of the monasteries and merged into Guilds,

thou>,'h retaining strictly their religious character and doctrine up to 1721,
it wliich time they had taken the name of "Free and A ""fpted Masons,"
wliuii the whole system was altered, and which has continued to

uirengthen ever since. The other, taking care of the sick, protecting
liili,'riiiis to the holy places and to the performance of militarj' exploits,

yet actuated by the same motives as the former.

The Order of Hospitallers of St. John, from which sprang the Military
(inlerof the Tompiars, in the 11th century, arose out of the "Sacred
Mysteries"— that was the basis—the doctrine—but the "technology"
or ritual of the Order was an outside matter, although in some degree re-

taining its symbolical teaching.

In the same way, the Euilders of Religious Houses arose out of the
" Sacred Mysteries," in both instances out of the Order of " JJenedictine"

Monks, who came into existence during the early centuries of the Chris-

tian dispensation, and from the beginning had devoted themselves to

'Sacred Sciences and the Preservation of the Mysteries."

The Builders and Templar Orders were strictly believers in revealed
religion, but while the Builders or Maaon.s kept on in the doctrines of

Christ up to the re-construction, after the revival, Templary, "holding
fast to what it had received," ever maintained its integrity.

There were remnants of the Templar doctrines left with the Builders,

whicii, when the Lodges of "Anderson" were established in England,
held Jjodges of their own outside of the authorized Lodges, and in which
they retained their old doctrines and usages.

Altliough the Architects or Builders, the Knights of St. John, and the
I'liiiiplars, sprung from the same origin, yet they were an entirely differ-

ent class of men, the latter being more fully instructed than the former,
which was evinced by their zeal and the military exploits they per-

toimed. They persistently stood aloof from any connection with mechani-
cal labors.

In the ancient Templar Order there was a "Secret basU," under the
form i>f a ritual, which was always kept most sacred, and imparted or
enirnsted to a .'ery select few, who were believers in Revelation, and who
have by their succeeding generations transmitted the same, although but
litth- ki'- c or understood at the present day. The " lower class " of the
Order never attained or wore admitted to a full knowledge of these mat-
ters, and were confined to the initiatory tuid perhaps a little more. The
basis of the Order—the mysteries of the Christian faith— was never in-

tended to be made public, or to be used in common ; hence very few
pasbed through the first stage during a life-time.

The Order of the Temple was dispersed in the I'ith century through
reachery and falsehood, and was apparently destroyed. Its Grand
Miister, ".lacques de Molay," and his companions in sutt'ering were Tem-
i'lars in full, dying in the Faitli ; but some had escaped, uniting with the
Knights of St. John (Malta.) Through this small remnant, almost
miraculously saved, the doctrines of the Ancient Order were preserved,
»nd continued iti our modern United Orders of the Temple and Malta,
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where the ceremonial observed, until of late years, combined the twn

Orders, but it has very properly been again separated to show the dia-

tinctive formula of each.*

The Templar Order with which we are most familiar is chiellyof;i

military character, and shows but little connection with the original hmn.
In the United States it appears in the "Rose Croix " and " Kadosh "

t
;

in other lands in various forms, in all of which there are vestiges which
can be rapidly pointed out by the initiated. The " Profession" h t\w

same in all, but in many sadly perverted from the original—the «^oct^in^s

i)f Huxley, Tyndal, Darwin, Ingersoll, Lawrence and Spencer, niateriftl.

ism and intidelism, are prominent principles of the day, and plain, simplf,

doctrines are greatly ignored. It is with regret we must all observe that
" Communism " and, of course, " Atheism," are making forniidable pro-

gress—thus rearing a race of " Godless " men and women, whop.ri minds,

unbalanced by relitiious teachings, are unable to make proper use of the

masses of abstract knowledge with which their minds are crammed ; hence

they are blown about by every wind of doctrine, unstable as water and

threatening all kinds of revolutionary dangers to the State. It can be

readily believed that the influence of such principles caused the life

of our late noble Brother, the President of the United States, to be

sacrificed.

Fratres ! The time assuredly has come when the line of deniarcatioii

should be drawn, and the loud warning voice lifted up. Every believer

in the truth and sacredness of the doctrine of the Trinity should

separate himself, espouse the ancient truth, and raise the Banner for the

tight.

To the " Order of Knights of St John," founded in 1099, and estab-

lished in Malta 1630, J who held firmly to its fidelity in Gospel principles,

* It may not be Renerally known tliat the ojiening and closing ceremonies in <m
Ritual of Malta (long used in Scotland) are precisely similar to those of the C'rift,

or St. John's Masonry in the middle of tlie last centiu-y, bearing evidence of ib

early Christian character. Belief in God is es.sential in all its deyrces, and. in tlir

early days of Operative Masonry, reiinired a profes.sion of belief in tlie Trinity ; Imt.

since the nnion of the English Grand Lodges in ISl.*?, it has simply retjuircd the ,»>•

snrance of a belief in the " Universal ' God. Not so the Chivalric OrdiT.-*, wliiel

strict!}^ retain the ancient doctrine.

t The " Kadosh '"
is claimed as being the true Order of the Temple, whereas it i^

nothing of the kind, being merely a memorial service intended to keep alive the re

collection of the violent suppression of the Order, quite another thing from hui

Templar installation, which is supposed to show forth the mode of creating a Kni;.'l:t

Templar, The one is the beginning, a.ml the other the end- the " Alpha aii'i

Omega" of the Templar Order.
In Ireland the Templar qualification is required of candidates for the " IiO'^f

Croix," known as " Prince Masons.'

t A few scattered fragments is all that is left of the Continental " Lanf.'ues

of this once famonn Order, and the only one retaining any element of its origiiwl

vitality is the old Sixth (ti) Langue of the Order of " St. John of Jerusalem in

England,'' which within the last sixty ((iO) years has been revived, restoring tlie

" Hospitaller "' functions, and a revival of that charitable organization—numberine

in its ranks some of the proudest scions of our English nobility, with many of lii:;li

position In the Masonic fraternity. The Chapter is at present engaged in en-

deavoring to open a "British Hospice at Jerusalem," and renew the traditicmal

connection with the Holy City, at the same time to develop a national as well a.< a

" Hospitaller" work of usefulness, and they confidently look forward to the syni

pathy and charitable aid of all English speaking nations to support so praisewortli.v

an undertaking.
When the Head Quarters, or, as it was called, the " Chief Lieu of the Order

of St. John," was held at Malta, there were two great festivals observed— one "U
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7C are indebted for the preservation and transmiasion of the Templar
.loctriues; and it will be seen, from what I have stated, that the connei-

lion of Templary with INIasonry was totally diti'erent and long antecedent

to the present '• Free and Accepted " system, which does not approxi-

mate to the Chivalric Orders, and must always prevent a thorough
amalgamation between them—the United Orders of the " Temple '' and
"Malta" remaining as separate and distinct urgani/.ations, although

iittached to the Masonic body.

So much has been saiil, and so many coniiicting remarks promulgated,

on this subject, that it becomes absolutely necessary the matter should be

dearly understood.

At the Annual Assembly in 1879, Great Priory declared itself an Inde-

pendent and Sovereign Body, but distinctly acknowledging the Prince

iif Wales as Supreme Grand Master. That resolution has never been
rescinded, nor the authority of the Prince questioned until the motion
broiiij'ht forward last year to make my oftice elective, of which tbero

never was any formal notice given that even the (juestion would be
considered. This motion i»j>pearing in the printed proceedings as an
established fact without any explanation given, called forth from nie

the letter in the Ca)aidi -^ Crii/tsman of December last as a manifesto,

pointing out that the National Great Priory of Canada was under the

Grand Mastership of the Prince of Wales, who had been elected for

life by the unanimous voice of the Order, and the nomination, ad rifam,

of Great Priors or Rulers of Nationalities, to him on his acceptance of

the ofiice. It was therefore quite unnecessary to go through the form of

electing me.
Many of the members of the Order have expressed their surprise that

such a motion should ever have been introduced, and without notice as

aforesaid, and even go so far as to censure me for not at once " putting

my foot down upon so glaring an innovation."

The existence or non-existtnce of a " Convent General " does not in

any way affect the position of the Prince of Wales, who, as you are well

aware, consented to continue as Grand Master under the existing changes
(each Nationality having become self-governing), and never having re-

the 24th of June, "' St. John's Bay," th.at Saint beins> the Patron of the Or.ler, and
the other on the 8th of September, "St. Mary's Day," this latter beinf^ also the
anniversary of the day on which the Turks raised the Miege of Malta in 15(i.5. At
these festivals the Grand Master, his Hmisehold and Knights, proceeded in preces-
sion, of a most imposing and magnificent appearance, from the Palace to the Con-
ventual Cliurch of St. John, in Valetta, to hear "Mass."' On their arrival, and
as soon as the porton of Scripture was announced to be read from the Gospels,
every Knielit ilrew his sword and held it aloft whilst the Gc^spel was read, to sig-

nify the obligation of the Order to shed their heart's blon in the defence of their
faith. On the elevation of the "Host," every Knight kis-sed his sword and then
returned it to its sheath.
Towards the end of the last centtirv, there existed in the British Dominions

and the Vnited States, "Encampments,'' as they were called, of Knights Tem-
plars, as well as Knights of Malta, not in any way connected with or looked
upon as Afasoijic ; and of late years independent bodies have sprung up in the
United States and Canada, calling themselves " Knights of Malta," iiuite ilntinct

from the recognized branches. These l*tter or,'anizations assert a veri/ liouhtful

claim to he of Scottish origin, dating from the Reformation, when Sir John Sandi-
landj, the last (rrand Prior of the Order of St. John in Scotland, was created
" Ijord Torpichen " on embracing the Protestant faith, and surrendering the lands
nf the combined Orders of the Templars and St. John tc^ the Crown, at which
time the Order was broken up in Scotland with the religious houses, and di.^-

persed.
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tioii i)f his ministers, and rednce him to a mere cipher, and this principle

Mt'ins, I regret to say, to be feeling its way into the Templar Ordtr here,

which, if carried out, will destroy its prestige as an independent and
sui)niue body, representio}^ a ^reat Order, and degenerate it into becom-

ing' simply a side Degne of the (!raft, of no importance, tolerated, hjit

nut recognized, and probably ultimately extinguished.

Ill tonipoiarily (lisposing of the question, the Great Prior

said

:

At present T can see no object to be pained, but <he mere sentiment of

establishing the myth of an ideal greater independence of action, which
hn8 no real foundation, and in which we have nothing to gain but every-

thint,' to lose, by a severance of the ties that bind us together in the Brit-

ish Dominions, and add so materially to the dignity and elevation of the
( irdiT.

RL'ferrin;H' to the introduction of recently imported alleged

Rites into Canada, the Great Prior re-Masonic Hio'h

marked

1 )i'gree

ts drills .>)ii!

1 have been called upon to rule as to the eligibility of candidates for

rho Order, who, as Master Masons, had joined other Degrees of Masonry,
kmnvn as the " Hiij;h (itade " system. I allude to the " Eijypti n Kite,"'

lately introduced into Canada, which, it is asserted, is antagonistic to the
Templar Order. I hold that every Master Mason has a perfect right to

join any ilite known to be of Masonic origin he may think proper, and
unless there is some other detinite objection to his reception as a Templar,
tliis cannot be considered as one. A candidate is eligible for the Templar
Order on his good standing as a "Craft" and " Uoyal Arch" Mason,
and we have no right to interfere with other Degrees, founded on the
Craft, he may choose to join ; at the same time, there can be little do .bt

thiit the multiplication of " Higher Degrees, ' all claiming to be based on
Mast'nry, and the growing desire for display, with ambition for office,

and a craving after the mysterious (?), is fast tending to unsettle and
draw the attention from the simple truths which the long establisheti and
reci Ionized Degrees of Masonry purpose tf) teach.

< 'nu of our Presiding Preceptors in Ontario, carried away by his zeal to

preserve the Order from innovation, introduced, very improperly and
without authority, a clause in the Candidates' O. B. forbidding members
'<{ the " Egyptian Rite " being accepted in his Preceptory ; in this case I

decided that the Fratres to whom the clause had been administered were
aKsolved from that portion of their vow made under a false impression.

I beg to impress upon the members of the Order the necessity of strict

uniformity in nomenclature, ceremonial forms, etc. Nothing tends so
much to confusion as a departure from this rule by individual Precept-
• ries introducing any terms or practices borrowed from foreign jurisdic-

tions, withc»ut authority.
The Red Cross Degree (Babylon) of the United States forms no part of

our Templar system, which is conhned to the United Orders of the Tem-
ple and Malta, although members are of course at liberty to join any
degrees they may think proper, o^ wear any dress as a uniform agreed
upon that suits their fancy. The true badge of Templary is the ivhite

iiumfh (with which every aspirant is invested at his reception), as the
nin-on is the badge of the (/raft and Royal Arch Mason. It is therefore
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f ?

the duty of Preceptors to iruist upon the mantle being procured and wort:

at all assemblies of Preceptories in their Chapter rooms ; and the Statu t<'e

provide that out-door prucessions, etc. , can only take place by Dispengii-

tions from Provincial Priors.

The committee appointed at the previous Annual As-sembK
and which consisted of V. E. Fratres Jas. A. Henderson, .)a.-.

Seymour, H. A. Mackay and Daniel Spiy, to correspond witli

the Grand Chapter General of Scotland, with a view of bring-

ing under this Jurisdiction those Priories in the Province of

New Brunswick which hail from the Grand Chapter Genei.il,

reported as follows :

That considering the position which the National Great Priory of

Canada holds with reference to the Supreme Authority of His Royal
Highness the Grand Master, and of the Convent General, your Commit-
tee did not deem it advisable to enter on any correspondence with the

Grand Chapter General of Scotland in regard to those Priories in the

Province of New Brunswick which are under the Grand Chapter General,

a recognized and independent Order of the Temple.
Your Committee regret that no progress has been made in the work

allotted to them, but they considered that the interests of our Order in

Canada would be the better subserved by delaying action until the Great
Priory of Canada is an independent and sovereign body, and free from
the control of (jouvent General or any of its ofiicers, rather than by enter-

ing on a negotiation without having a reasonable prospect of bringing

matters to a successful and much desirable issue.

From which it will be observed that the spirit of independ-

ence was beginning to show in quarters hitherto more or le>>

cautious on the subject. On a motion for the reception of tht-

report, a resolution to the following effect was submitted :

" That the Report of the Committee be not adopted ; thai

the Fratres under the Jurisdiction of the Great Priory of

Canada be directed to hold no communication with other Tem-
plar bodies working under foreign jurisdiction in the Doiiinion

of Canada ; that an edict be issued by the M. E. the Great

Prior, forbidding further intercourse ; and we hereby assert

our thorough independence as a Great Priory."

An amendment to expunge the final clause of the resolution

failed, and the following, substituted as a compromise, was de-

clared carried :

" That the Report of the Committee appointed to enter into

correspondence with the Chapter General of Scotland, be

referred back, with instructions to the Committee to commu-
nicate with that body in reference to their encroachment upon

the territory of this Great Priory ; and should such correspond-

ence fail to prove satisfactory, the M. E. Great Prior is here-

by empowered to assert and maintain our sovereign authority
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over all Templars in the Dominion of Canada, including the

Povince of i^ew Brunswick, by demanding the withdrawal of

the Preceptories holding allegiance to the Chapter General of

Scotland.

'

So decidedly wjis Great Prior aroused to the necessity for

piompt, and firm action in the ma^er of asserting its righteous

claims and position before the world, that on the question of

certain amendments to the Statutes coming forward for dis-

cussion, it was further resolved that the said amendments
"Be not now considered, but that a committee of five consist-

ing of M. E Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, 11. E. Fratres H. A.

M^ckay, Daniel Spry, D, R. Munro, and J. H. Graham, be
appointed to take into consideration all matters pertaining to

the present condition and future status of this Great Priory

;

and also as regards the advisability of declaring and aftiiining

hevend a doubt the complete independence of Great Priory as

a Sovereign Grand Body, having exclusive jurisdiction over
matters pertaining to the Order of the Temple within and
throughout the Dominion of Canada, and that the said com-
mittee do make report thereon at the next Annual Assembly
c! this Great Priory."
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CHAPTER XX Xr.

FiiR Great Puior and Indepexuence of Great Priory. Conflkto?
Oi'iNioN—.The New Brunswick Difkicultv and the Chaitki'.

General of Scotland.—Decorations from tue Prince of Wali>.

\<^<f.<^^^ OMPLETE independence was now the beacon to

wliich the majority of the members of Great Pi ioiy

directed their attention, and which kindled tlieii

enthusiasm. Towards this consummation the

events of the new year contributed much, and

^ ^ althoujrh the venerable Great Prior remained true to

^J^ the traditions of his life, and strove vainly against

what he regarded as a sr-crilege, and although he wa-

supported by many earnest and intelligent Fratres, who with

hiiu looked upon the contemplated rupture as a convulsion of

the entire system, ruinous in its consequences, yet their effort-^

were but feeble against the surging tide of opinion that finally

swamped every vestige of opposition. By argument and

appeal the Great Prior sought to turn aside the current. He
urged his own vows and the fealty of the Order, and pointed

to his chieftainship as an authority to be observed. Bravely

Jid he defend his position and that of his Royal Giand Master,

and nobly was he seconded by those in accord with his vie\v>.

But to no purpose ; whatever delays were effected only

served to strengthen the determination of the " independents.

"

and brouglit accessions to their ranks. The inevitable wa-«

already in sight. Canada's dignity within and without it<

confines was in peril. There was but one remedy, and tln^

Fratres of the Dominion were resolved to apply it.

With the advent of 188;> the Order wasinacondition of dis-

union upon this question only. In other i*espects its member-
worked in the kindest haiinony, and increasing strength testi-

fied to the zealous attention of the executive. Within the year

105 menibers had been added, a record hitherto unapproached.

The 24- Preceptories with one or two exce])tions, gave a gooii

account of themselves, and the Provincial Priors confirmed

Only one of the active Preceptories had failed

2:0

the good tidings.
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to send in returns, and Great Priory's tresisury was steadily

assuming fair proportions. The redistribution of Districts, as

proposed by R. E. Frater J. Ross Robertson, was accepted most

favorably, and acted upon, the jurisdiction as divided for in-

spection being now comprised of : Manitoba District, No. 1

;

London District, No. 2 ; Hamilton District, No. 3 ; Toronto

District, No. 4; Kinj^ston District, No. 5 : Ottawa District, No.

C
;
Quebec District, No. 7 ; Nova Scotia, No. 8, and New Bruns-

wick District, No. !J.

In New Brunswick, no material change had taken place.

Provincial Prior Munro apparently abandoned all hope of ever

bringing the Scottish Preceptories to accept the standard of

Great Priory as their own,and as forthe Chapter General of Scot-

land itself, that ponderous institution, weighted down as it was
with the burden of a magnificent appellation and little responsi-

bility, maintained a studied and discourteous silence. Frater

Munro, amid the cloud of uncertainty that shadowed the

prospects of the Order in his fair province, di.'^tinguished one

lay of light that indicated a possible sunshine. He said in hie

report, " It is my earnest wish *.iat the Great Priory meeting
may be productive of legislation that will advance our chivalric

Order, and make Great Piiory the peer of all others; that no
consideration of delicacy will prevent Great Priory from plac-

ing itself face to face with the question which threatens its

position and endangers, as it were, our continued existence hero

under its authority. If any failure be in the way, we need
not hereafter look for the cause."

Such expressions as these, coming from the representative

of injured Fratres, whose only hope lay in the .«^ylnpathy and
action of Great Priory, but intensified the feeling that actuated
the Order at this time, and, joined to the steady refusal of the
United States to regard us in any other light than that of an
inferior, stimulated its members to cohesion in bringing about
the result so much desired.

Another and distinguished Frater had on the 3rd June of

this year, doffed his armour and obeyed the imperative man-
date. Great Priory in the death of R E. Frater W. B. Simpson
lost one of the old landmarks of the fraternity. His Masonic
career dates from 1853, being initiated in the Sussex Lodge, of

Brockville, Ontario, English Registry ; receiving the Royal
Arch Degree in the Ancient Frontenac Chapter, Kingston, in
185G. He held the office of Grand Master of Canada during
18G4-5, and at the time of his death was Chancellor of the
Supreme Council, 33^, for Canada.
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In the Great Priory he was Past Great Sub-Prior, and only

the year previously had been invested with "Grand Cross"
from the Prince of Wales, a recognition of faithful services in

the cause of the Order.

Tlie eighth Annual Assembly of Great Priory was this yi ai,

1883, held in the city of Ottawa on the 10th of July. The
Great Prior presided, and he witnessed probably as lar^c a

gathering of Fratres as had yet greeted him. Among those in

attendance were the Great Sub-Prior Dr. Jas. A. Henderson
Provincial Priors J. Ross Robertson, D. B. Burch, I. H.

Stearns and J. O'Connor ; Grand Chancellor D. Spry, and the

following Officers and Fratres: S. F. Matthews, Ja.v GreentieM,

P. J. Slatter, David McLellan, Jas. Sutton, John Moore, K. H
Raymour, W. H. Ponton, Wm. Gileson, N. T. Lyon, J. H.

Stone, E. A. Dalley, J. B. Trayes, J. B. Smyth, C. F. Fo.iest.

Jas. Seymour, W. D. Gordon, L. H. Henderson, J. W. Murion,

A. G. A<iams, J. H. Graham, A. G. Smith, Thos. Sargant, S. S.

Lazier, E. H. D. Hall, Geo. J. Bennett, Donald Ross, Rok.

Ramsay, John Dumbrille, R. V. Matthews, John Ritchie, jr.,

J. B. Nixon, Thos. Hood, J. J. Mason, E. R. Johnson, \'. fi.

Moore, Geo. Gale, John Easton, Daniel Collins, John Wright,

Thos. McNabb, Luke Slater, llichard Radcliffe, Joseph Puk,

J. S. Dewar, Edward Mitchell, S. G. Fairtlough, J. Parker

Thomas, Geo. O. Tyler, etc.

The Great Prior announced that he had been authorized to

confer honorable decorations upon the following members of

Great Priory whom he had recommended for the distinction to

H. R. H. the Prince of Wales.

OllAND CROSS OF THE ORDER OF THE TEMPLE.

R. E. Frater James A. Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L., Kingston

Past Gi-and Master of the Grand Lodge, and Great Sub-Piioi

of Canada.
R. E. Frater James Kirkpatrick Kerr, Q.C., Toronto, Past

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and Past Grand

Provincial Prior, Ontario Centre.

KNIGHTS COMMANDERS OF THE ORDER OF THE TEMPLE.

R. E. Frater George Otis Tyler, Past Grand Commander of

the CJrand Commandery of Vermont, U. S., and Honorary Pro-

vincial Grand Prior of the Great Priory of Canada.

R. E. Frater A. G. Adams, Montreal, Grand Senior Warden

Grand Lodge of Quebec, and Past Grand Marshal, Great

Priory of Canada.

R. E. Frater Robert Ramsay, M.D., Orillia, Past Deputy
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i.tiiiitl Master (Honorary) Grand Lodge of (.Quebec; Past

( iraiul Provincial Prior, Great Priory of Canada.

v. K. Krater, E. H. D. Hall, Peterborouj,di, Past District

l)tjiuty Grand Master Grand Lo<lge of Canada ; l^ast (Jrand

rursuivant, Great Priory of Canada.

H. E. Frater J. A. Henderson being present, and his decora-

lion having been received, was duly invested by tlie Great

rrii)r with tlic insignia of his rank as a Grand Cross of the

Toiuple and was saluted and most heartily congratulated on
' »'ing the recipient of such well-deserved and honorable dis-

(iiiction, for his long and faithful services in advancing the in-

to tests of Teinplary in Canada.

M. E. Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Great Prior, in decor-

iting the distinguished Frater said :
" It affords ine more than

ordinary pleasure to confer this great honor upon the distin-

.,'uished Knight, who has been chosen, on my recommendation,
liy H. II. H. the Prince of Wales to be the recipient of one of

'he highest marks of H. R. Highness' favor. Dr. Hend"-oon
was the first Frater I installed as a Knight Templar in Canada,
md from that time to the present he had rendered invaluable

services in assisting to place the Order of the Teniple in Can-
ada in the proud position which it occupies to-day." The
<!reat Priory was now firmly established, and Templary in

I'anada was one of the most select and honorable grades in

Masonry. He rejoiced to know that it had pavssed safely

through the many transient stages of its existence, and had
accomplished much good in laying firmly,—and he trusted

finally,—the strong foundations of Christian Masonry in our
highly favored land. When the patents for the other Sir

Knights were received, he would liave pleasure in investing

them, and the list of honorary distinctions for Canada would
then be completed.

( )f singular interest and importance, the address of the Great
Prior was listened to with much attention. In it he embraced
the questions that were agitating not only the Fratres of Can-
ada, but those of other jurisdictions as well. Nothing was
forgotten, nothing untouched. After paying a touching tribute

to the memory of R. Eminent Frater Simpson, he proceeded to

leal with the New Brunswick matter.

The Grand Chancellor will lay before you the correspondence which
has taken place since our laat annual assembly, relative to an amalgama-
tion of the Scottish Knights Templars Encampments in New Brunswick
with this Nationality, which, I regret to say, has totally failed in attain-
ing the desirable object of inducing them to come under the Great Priory
of Canada. The negotiations were conducted by the Provincial Prior,
Frater Munrp, of St. Johns, N. B., and at my suggestion every possible
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concession was made that could be thought of to effect so dosirablu an cud
fur the future prosperity of the Order in Canada, but it appears that (in thi

subject being fully discussed, they did nut consider themselves juatillud

in throwing off their allegiance to the Chapter General of Scotland, from
whence they derived their Charter in 1857, considerably prior to tin- for-

mation of (ireat Priory. And never having any reason to be disRatistied

with the authority by which they exist, they declined acceuing to the

proposed amalgamation, unless the Chapter General of Scotland alioiild

otherwise direct. The matter is now for consideraticm of Great Prinry.

I do not myself approve of any coercive measure being adopted, while

circumstances m%y hereafter occur to induce them to think dillerently

and change their decision.

The Oreat Prior then entered into an elaborate explanation

of his aftirmation that the " Ancient Builders " or " Masons
who devoted their exclusive attention to the erection of sacivil

edifices, as also the confraternities of " Military Monks, " the

chief of these being the " Hospitallers of St. John," and tin-

" Templars," had the same origin ; vi/.: from the " Benedictiiu
'

Order of Monks^ of the early ages of the Christian dispensation

and who had based all their i-eligious doctrines on the " Divint

Mysteries " they taught—and went on :

The Templars, who were organized into a great military body, were

suppressed /n> centuries ago, but somj of them uniting with the Order of

8t. .lohn, of Jerusalem, their secret ductrinea were preserved and intro-

duced into various countries of Europe.
We know but little of the actual system pursued by the '

' Masunic
Lodges " prior to 1717, or their connection with Templary, but it ia one
of the well known legends of the Society, that after the suppression a few

of the Templars became mingled with the Architectural Fraternities ; and

it is recorded that as early as 1590 a Lodge of Builders, at Stirling,

in Scotland, had a Templar Chapter attached to it, who were called
" (jfuss-kijgid Masons," and whose initiatory ceremonies were performed,

nut in a room, but in the old Abbey, the ruins of which are still to be

seen in the neighborhood.

From the period of the Reformation, the combined Orders of the

Temple and "Hospitallers of St. John," in Scotland, appear only as be-

longing to the Masonic Society.

In England, after the establishment of the revised system of Masonry

(1717), there is not a doubt but that many of the brethren, dinsatistied

with the radical changes, held meetings amongst themselves teaching the

old doctrines ; and in the middle of the last century, these meetings as-

sumed the form of a revival of the Chivalric Templars, imitating their

ancient ceremonies and usages.

In these Templar Lodges, or Encampments, as they were called, which

Hrst appeared in the South of England, about 1750, and subsequently

spread to the North, the question of the legitimacy of the "Templar and

Ancient Masonic " doctrines was fully believed and participated in.

The object of this imitative revival of the old Order has led to our pre-

sent system, and appears to have been intended to keep alive the tno

Christian and Trinitarian character of Freemasonry, so completely ab-

sorbed by the universal and accepted system. Careful investigation and

research require of us to abandon the direct descent theory of British
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Tetnplary from the Ancient Knights, which cannut be aatinfactorily siis-

Uined, farther than to show that the doctrines of the old Order are still

intact, and form the basis of our ftlodurn Hysteni. A recent able writer of

our Order says, and to the truth of which we must agree :

—" That there

is no actual connecting link between the Old Chivalric Orders of the

Templars and St. John, with our present system, and as the Medi^ival

(Juilds of the past are related to the present Miisonic Body ; so does our
'United t)rder8 of the Templars and Malta,' perpetuate, in a similar

manner, the teachings, the aims, and the attributes of the most power-

ful and celebrated religious C<jafraternities the world ever saw."
It has been argued that the weak point, when endeavoring to si o>v

that Teraplary and Freemasonry had a common origin, is the complete
absence of any allusion to the Temple Order in Kngland earlier than the
middle of the last century. liut, it must be borne in mind that this only
refers to its connection with the "Free and Accepted Masonry " of the

revival, u totally difl'erent organization, having no direct or indirect

original connection with the Templar Order. It had some little connec-

tion in 1717, the members in common being derived from the " Benedic-

tines."

Our system of the " I'nited Orders" is understood to represent, or

imitate, the Ueligious and Military Fraternities of Modiii'val times, fol-

lowini^ their doctrines and practices as nearly as possible.

In the ceremony of a reception, we adhere closely to the various rules

and rituals, which have been preserved, as well as the distinctive cos-

tumes. The symbolic teaching is nnquesticmably derived, in some degree
from the " Sacred Mysteries,'" mutilated to be sure, and greatly obscured'
but still manifest ; and 1 am satisfied that the British system approache,
nearer the truth than anything practised.

It is generally supposed that the Knights of St. John (Malta), had no
secret ritual. 1 am tully persuaded that they had, and never could have
lived so long together in harnmny, and performed so many exploits, un-
less they were bound together by tUc strongest ties. After the union
with the dispersed Templars, they certainly were in possession of the
secret doctrines of that Order, and by taem transmitted to the present
day. Those who have received it, have never published it, but have
studiously and sacredly concealed it, knowing it would only be derided by
the scoffer and freethinker. At the same time, they have never ceased to

promulgate its doctrines boldly. The evidence of its truth is to be found
in SioTLANi), Ikelanu, Denmark, CIkrmanv, Iialv, and Pai.kstink to-

day. It is a thing that never can be learned from history ; but after

having received it, it becomes an easy matter to find the evidence of its

truth.

Hiiving again distinguished the Templur Systen\ of

Canada from that of the United States, the.Great Prior ilealt

with tlie status of the Great Priory.

I would ask you to pause, and consider well the non-advisability of
any radical change in our present organization.

1 am aware that the determination of the American Templar body to
regard us as " inferior " in respect to our nationality, being one of the
branches of the Cosmopolitan Order under H.R.H. the Prince of Wales,
is, no doubt, calculated to irritate the minds of Canadian Templars, and
drive them into a course that would, under other circumstances, perhaps
never have suggested itself—but what can their opinion matter to us, or-



25G KNIGHTS TKMJ'LAIiS.

h

i;anized as we are in every respect <|uito apart from them, which any one

must see who has paid the slightest attention tu the real history of Tom-
}ilary, and as we understand it tu be ?

We have not the slightest excuse for entering into auii agitntion t<

displace our present Supreme Ruler, elected by unanimous wish, an'i

we have no reason whatever to find fault with the selection, but, on

the contrary, to be proud that he allows himself to be associated with

the Order—proud, that the tie which binds «s to the mothor-land h
iiiKde stronger. His very name adds importance and dignity to thi*

Order, which would lose much of its prestige, and become, if such a

separation took place, a mere adjunct to the Craft, and the character n

uow represents be changed into that of a " Police " guard for public dia-

y)lay and demonstrations of Craft Masonry, instead of being, as it is, tlie

represontation pir ae of the Great Military fraternities of thu middle aires,

who upheld the true doctrines of revealed religion.

Fratres I I would have you think well before you throw aside the

present status and high position Templary has attained in Canada, and

not be led away by the mere chimerical idea of greater importance iw an

entirely separate body, unconnected with the parent stock.

Let us not forget that our Royal Cirand Master is the representativi

of the Revered Monarch to whom we all owe allegiance, and to whom
our obedience, love, and affection is due, who hao honored our society hy

declaring herself its patron.

Besides, it appears to be strangely forgotten that we cannot conscien-

tiously absolve ourselves from the vows of allegiance which we voluntarily

assumed, without the permission of the authority from whom they were

derived. The subject resolves itself into two propositions. 1st. It

would be most discourteous and unknightly rudely to sever our connec-

tion with the Grand Master, more particularly as we have no cause of

offence. 2nd. We have all sworn fealty to the Grand Master, and should

not lightly disregard these vows.

My vows oblige me, as Great Prior, and my ambition soars no higher,

than to remain, with willing and loyal fealty, the " Lieutenant" or lunnn

teneas of my Royal Grand Master, which I look upon as the most dignified

and proudest position I can hold in the Order.

As matters have turned out, "Convent General" was a mistake,

and proved a mere illusion, as the Chivalric System will not work when

engrafted on the democratic form of the Masonic Lodge, and there is

no use entering further into the discord of conflicting systems. It

might, therefore, be desirable that Great Priory should be altogether

self-contained, and be entitled for the future to elect its own (treat

Priors. In fact, we are independent in reality, and if "Convent General
'

were abolished, would be absolutely so. The release from any attempt

at interference now would no doubt be granted without hesitation, if

asked for.

The Prince of Wales being our Grand Master, does not interfere

with our independence, as the Prince belongs to us as well as to Eng-

land and Ireland. He is part of the Empire, and not a section of it.

The question of equality of position with our neighbors I do not

consider at all necessary or of any importance. "Convent General'

being virtually abolished, this Great Priory declared itself a " Sover-

eign Body" (with H.R.H. the Prince of Wales as the Supreme Grand

Master), which must be admitted is the equal of any foreign body

known by the name of " Knights Templars." I am the Chief of the in

dependent Canadian branch of the allied British Templar Order, which
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oinforms to the UBa^eB of the ancient Fraternity of that name, in

haviiiK hut one Oraiid Maater for the whole body, conipoaed of diH'erent

uatioiialities, ini'opendent of each other ; ainiilar to the policy followed

by nations allied together, whose armies are pUced under a "Commander-
iuChief," chosen by the unanimous voice of the allied body, but who
does not interfere with the internal arrangements of any. With our
neighbors it is quite different, therefore their usages are not applicable

to US.

I have been somewhat surprised at the extraordinary misconception
there appears to exist about the Order of Malta,—one writer, in the

Foreign Correspondence reports, asserting that it was a fraud to introduce

it in connection with Templary. This remark may be correct as regards

tilt' American system, but is a strange perversion of historic facts, for

there is not a shadow of a doubt that the ceremonies of our Templar
Order have been preserved and handed down to us thr<jugh *• The Order
<if St. John," and it is from the combined or United Orders of the " Tem-
ple and Malta " that our modern system is derived, in which i onnection

m 8liown to have always existed since thd suppression of the Templars.
if tlie assertion was made in reference to the " Red Cross," or " Babylon-
\A\ ['ass " of the American Rite, it would be true, that being a " Persian

''

and •luwish Degree, having no reference whatever to the Christian Orders
ft Chivalry.

A connection did exist between the old Templars and the " Red Cross
"

if the " Cimstantinian Order of the St. George," which a former Grand
Master of the Modern English Templars, (Judge Walker Rod well Wright),
iiinie sixty years ago endeavored to establish iu Malta ; and to whose ex-

ertions at the amalgamation of the English Craft Grand Lodges in ISlli,

i» due the clause in the articles of union admitting an alliance between
tl'.o Orders of Chivalry and the Craft.

The only Degree connected with our Ritual of Malta is that of the
• Mediterranean Pass," or "Kni^jht of St. Paul," and that is merely the
irrliminary part of the ceremonial of Malta.

The (Jreat Prior is again exercised at the innovation of the

I'fiited States system, and remarked thus :

i fail to see that the adoption of an " out-door " costume, lately so

larueiy advocated, has anything desirable in it, excepting for the reasons
jssi<;iied at the time of its adoption in Canada,—that of receiving and
{iiyiiis; due honor to our United States brethren when they visit us, and
whom it is always a pleasure to welcome.

lUtt I look upon it as a most lamentable thing to clothe ourselves in the
fasluon of the "American Army," since it can only mean a desire for

I»ul>lic parades, and these, according to our old world ideas, are much to
I e dejilored, partakinu as they do entirely of a dramatic character,—play-

ii.l: :it soldiers,—to the exclusion of the true object and spirit of the
• Inited Orders."

1 regret to find that in violation of the Statutes some Preceptors are
very negligent in allowing their members to attend the meetings without
the white mantle, and li.ive also adopted the peculiar insii>nia of the
I niied States. This was never intended or thought of when permission
was s,'iven for an "out-door dress." After all, these matters are but
pretty playthings for children of a larger growth.

liut, to say the least of it, innovations of this kind, by the adoption of

tile entire insignia and .\merican militia uniform of their Templars, in a

u
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Itritish Province, is to my mind in vury bad taste, and as much a vinli.

tion of our votrs and statutes as in other matters. The fundamental law

seems to be (juite forgotten,—that *' Whosoever shall keep the law, ami

yet offend in one point, is guilty of all."

In the Hy-laws of one rreceptory a fac*simile copy of the American
uniform, with their " Iturial Service," is introduced, over my signature

of approval. This I most distinctly repudiate, or any other unauthorized

innovation, calculated to destroy the uniformity of our system. We have

no burial service, nor is it at all necessary ; the solemn, appropriate, atui

beautiful one of the Craft being all-suflicient. This desire for chan){e n
but the offspring of vanity and love of show and parade, and fully exeni-

pliHes the introduction of the "• thin edge of the wedge," as opening the

way to further innovations.

On the improper use of the ballot l»ox the Great Prior i>

emphatic and unmistakable

:

Personal diaputea and ill-feeling [)rovailing in some Preceptoriea, have

led to the underhand and most diahonorablo action of taking advantai^e of

the " Secret Ballot " to blackball all candidates brought forward, not fMn.

any fault as to their character or merits, but from personal dislike aiiil

spite towards the ruler of the Preceptory, or the individual member whn

proposed the candidate. Such acta are most base and unmanly, and it

substantiated that individuals have boasted that they did so, or intended

to do so, subject the offenders to be ignominiously expelled and not toler-

ated in any society.

The " Wnr of Rites " received its meed of attention from thr

Great Prior, who denounced in no measured terms the Hij,'li

Grade magnates who sought to decry the Templar Order :

In my capacity of Great Prior, 1 consider I have a perfect right to act

for the benefit of the Templar Order, without any interference or dicta-

tion whatever ; and no right to drag in any prejudiced feelings from

other Masonic bodies against any member of it, who may in my judgment
be considered worthy of preferment, and whom I know to be a good and

faithful brother, standing up manfully for the Order, therefore deserving'

of distinction. I cannot help saying there appears a desire amongst a few

to ignore Templary, and attempts have been made to prejudice the Craft

from joining it, as it is not necessary to be a Templar or Royal Arch

Mason to gain access to the "High Grades," a separate and distinct

branch from the *' English Rite" of Freemasonry.
in the original form of the Modern Templar Order in England, the

" Rose Croix " (now the 18" of the A. and A. S. Rite) was the one step

above the Templar installation followed by the Templar " Kadosh " (now

the 30°.) All Encampments of the Templar Order in England were

qualified to give them, and the emblems were engraved on the certificates

issued Prior to 1851, some of which are now in ray possession.

Fratres ! as a Master Mason of very many years standing, I have given

much attention and study to its history, and have passed through the ordeal

in search of " hidden treasure," but found I had been groping in the dark,

expecting to find some occult science, the explanation of some philosophi-

cal problem, and bringing to light some tremendous secrets, in all of

which I was disappointed, until the true meaning of Templar Masonry
was placed before me in all its simplicity, purity, and sublime beautj

:
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then my anxiety ueaaed, I had been looking in a wrong direction, and
for that which was not to bo found.
For this reason I rovoru the ( >rder of the Temple, as taught in the

British Douiinioiis, not because it represents the once famous religious

and military confraternity of that name in the middle ages, but because

it holds up to the view of its members the crucifixion, death, resurrec-

tion, and ascension of Jesus, the Lord and King of Olory and the Prince

of Peace, teaching the Divinity of Christ and Triiiitarianiam of the

(]udhead. Need I add—" The object, the end, the result, of the great
apeculutious of antiquity, were the ultimate iinnihilatiou of evil, and re-

storation of man to his iirst state, by a Redeemer, a Mussiah, a Christos,

-the incarnate Word." This is what we learn from " Mesm-ayiii," where
ihe great Masonic secret is to be found. My views on those subjects, no
doubt, will be looked upon as those of a visionary enthusiast and I am
well aware have already been commented upon oa expressing extreme
(ipiuions considered Utopian, and oven by some of " tho wise of this

advanced age," as the childish dreams of senility, being quite contrary to

all pre-conceived ideas of Masonry. It may be so ! but I have the con-
sciousness of their al)soIute tkdtii, and do not Hinch or swerve from any
criticism that may bo oH'erod, or give up the precious doctrines 1 advocate.

(jiaiiJ Chaucellor Spry introduced the independence ques-

tion by stating that the committee appointed at the last

Annual Assembly to take into consideration the status of Oreat
IVioiy, was not prepared to report on account of the absence of

sonic of its members
During the year considerable correspondence had taken

place between the Fratres who composed the committee, and
having arrived at a general understanding as to the best course

to pursue, they had decided to meet in Ottawa (jn the })rcvious

evening and prepare a report. Several of the Fratres, how-
cvei-, who had taken an active and earnest part in advancing
the independence movement, had not arrived in Ottawa. The
nther members of the committee were not prepared to assume
tho responsibility of submitting a report in the absence of their

colleagues, although he might say that the Great Prior had
mot the committee in a most fraternal and generous spirit, and
was prepared to assist in securing for the Fratres, who desire to

liave the Great Priory absolutely independent, the gratification

of their wishes. He therefore was compelled,—although with
leluctance,- to ask that the committee be continued for an-
other year, with instructions to have a report prepared and
circulated among members of Great Priory for their considera-

tion, previous to the next Annual Assembly. After some dis-

cussion, it was moved and resolved " That the committee ap-
pointed at the last Annual Assembly'' of Great Priory on the
status of the Order, be re-appointed, with instructions to pre-

pare a report with the least possible delay, and present the
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san!'3 to Great Priory not later than at the next Aniimil

Assembly."
Later on, however, Frater J. H. Graham arrived, and upon

learning tlmt no action had been taken to declare at once the

independence of Great Priory, said he regretted that owinj;

to unfavorable circumstancec he had not been able to meet

with the committee on the previous evening. He appealed

to the members of Great Priory to deal with the question dur-

ing the present Annual Assembly, as it would be a sad dis-

appointment to the Templar Order generally if some decisive

action was not taken to finally settle this important question.

This was agreed to, and Fratres J. A. Henderson, I. H. Stearns,

and A. G. Adams, having been added to the committee, it was

instructed to meet foilhwith and consider the important mat-

ters referretl to it, and report the result of its deliberations to

Great Priory the same evening.

The Report brought in some houi's later and adopted, was

couched in those words :

'

' The special committee appointed at the last Annual Assembly of the

<rreat Priory, iqc the purpose of taking into consideration the question of

the independence of the National Great Priory of Canada, be^ leave cour-

teously and unanimously to report that with the consent and acquiescence

of the M. E. the Great Prior, they recommended Great Priory to reciuest

and authorize theM. E. the Great Prior to prepare and forward to 11. K.

H. the Prince of Wales, the Supreme Grand Master of Convent General,

an humble address, praying that ' Inasmuch as the Great Priory has this

day unanimously declared in the revision of its Statutes, its authority iu

and throughout the D.iminion of Canada over all bodies of the Order of

the Temple and appendant Degrees, His R'>yal Highness the Grand Mas-

ter will be graciously pleased to absolve this Great Priory, and all Officers

.•nd Fratres members thereof, from their obli;j;ation8 of fealty to him as

Supreme Grand Master, so that this Great Priory may be enabled fully

and without doubt to affirm and maintain the position which it has taken

upon itself as an Independent Groat Priory of the Order of Knights Tem-
plars and appendant Degrees, and at the same time gratefully to express

their knightly obligations to His Royal Hi-ihuess and to Convent General

for all the courtesies and favors which they, as members and officers of

the Temple in the Dominion of Canada, have heretofore received from

His Royal Highness, and from all the officers of the Order in the United

Kingdom ; and also communicate tt-iir desire that the inter-jiirisdictiona!

relations of this Sovereign Great Priory toward the sister Great Priories

iu England and Ireland, and the Chapter General of Scotland, with the

sister Grand Encampment of the United States of America, and the Graiul

Comraanderies of the Several States, and with all Fratres throughout the

world, be more intimate and binding than heretofore. And may the Most

High evermore bestow His blessing upon us and upon all members of our

beloved Order whithersoever dispersed.'
"

The following resolution was then put and carried :

" That the National Great Priory of Canada hereby author-
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izes and empowers the M. E. the Great Prior to act on the

recornmfiidations and suggestions contained in the Report just

adopted, and the M. E. the Great Prior having given his assent

to the movement and accorded his hearty co-operation, do take

proceedings forthwith to carry out the expressed wishes of

this Body, namely, the independence of this Great Priory of

Canada."

The M. E. the Great Prior then said :

—

" Frairen of the Order of the Temple,—
" It is not necessary for me to again enter into any discussion, or go

over the oft-repeated arguments as to the eligibility or non-eliuiblity of

forming a separate and distinct Sovereignty of the Canadian Branch of

the Templar Order. You are fully in possession of my views on the sub-

ject for many years past, and in my Allocution of to-day J have clearly

stated my own convictions in the matter, but after careful and due consi-

deration, and having fully ascertained from every source available the

feeling that exists generally amongst the members of the Order in the

Dominion to be entirely a self- existing body, governed solely by their

own local rulers, and thus placed on a par with the other Grand Bodies
(if the Masonic family in the Dominion, and co-equal with the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templars in the United States, whose refusal to

acknowledge this Nationality as their peer whilst under the Grand Master-
ship of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, was the direct cause of the present

movement. And paying due respect to the opinions advanced by the

committee appointed by you to report upon the moat feasible plan of

declaring and promulgating absolute and complete independence as a

Sovereign Masonic Body of Templars in Canada, I have now consented,

in deference to the opinions and wishes generally of the Canada Templars,
and decided to respectfully ask H. R. H. the Supreme Grand Master of

'Convent General' that he will be graciously pleased to absolve all the
Fratres in the Dominion now under his rule from their vows of fealty to

him as the Supreme Grand Master of Ccmvent General, of which body
the Great Priory of Canada formed an integral portion, to enable them
fully and without doubt to attirm and maintain the position of an entirely

self-governing, independent body of the Templar system.
"It is not necessary for me to repeat that I take the step entirely iu

deference to the general wish of the members in Canada, yielding to the
exigencies of circumstances to preserve intact its present united and
lionorable status, and to prevent the Order beiny broken up into detached
bodies unconnected with each other, the forerunner < f atiarchy and con-
fusion ; but to preserve the dignity and honor of the Order to which I

have devoted a life-time. Individually, I must ever look up to H. H. H.
as the one Supreme Grand Master of Cosmopolitan Body of Templary of

the world, representing the once famous Templary Order of the Crusades.
I thank you heartily for the estimation you have so kindly expressed of

approval of me as your Great Prior."

With reference to the New Brunswick diHiculty and the

Chapter General of Scotland, the M. E. the Great Prior stated

that he had considerable correspondence regarding the St.

•lohn's Encampment, and the Priory of St. Stephen, in New

n
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Brunswick, holding warrants under the Chapter General oi

the Religious and Military Order of the Temple for Scotland]

and after much consideration had come to the conclusion

delay taking decisive action until after the present meeting ol

Great Priory. After some discussion, it was resolved, " Thalf

the M. E. the Great Prior be authorized to take such immediat
action as may be necessary to secure the transfer of the allegi-j

ance of the Encampment and Priory, in New Brunswick, oc

the Scottish Register, to the Great Priory of Canada."
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THE NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OI
SUCCESSIOxV OF GREAT OFFICERS AND OFFICERS I

RANK.

GREAT OFFICERS.

The M. E. Great Prior
The Right Eminent

'Jhe Great Sub-Prior
The Grand Chancellor
The Grand Chaplain
The Grand Constable
The Vt rand Marshal
The Grand Treasurer
Tlie Grand Registrar

OFFICERS.

The Very Eminent
The Grand Vice-Chancellor
The (irand Sub- Marshal
The Grand Ansi tant Sub-M arshal
The Grand Almoner
The (irand Assiftant Almoner
Th^ (irand First Herald
The Grand Second Herald
The Grand Warden of Regalia
Tlie Gr^nd First Standard Bearer. . .

The (irard Second Standard Bearer.

.

'1 lie Great Prior's Banner Bearer
The Grand First Aide-de-Carap
The (4 rand Second Aide-de-Camp. .

.

Tlie Grand Chamberlain
The Grand Assistant Chamberlain
The Grand First Caj)tain of Guards.

.

The (irand Second Captain of Guards.
The Grand Sword Bearer
'1 he Grand Organ'st
The (irand Pursuivant
The Grand Guard

1876.

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore.

Samuel B. Harman, D.C.L
Daniel Spry
Vincent Clementi, B.A
Frederick J. Menet
.Tames Greenfield
Hugh H. Mackay
Edson Kemp

Thomas Sargant
David Mcl<ellan
A, G. Smyth
William Reid , ...

E. R. Carpenter
John Wright
Yeoman Gibson
William Doctor ,

.

E. H. GoflF

E. L. Berteau
John Easton
James Might , ,

George Watson
W. N. Braund
W. Young
?*. F. Matthews
James O'Connor
George Hopkins
Daniel Collins
John Perry
Frederick J. Hood

1877.

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore

Samuel B. Harman, D.C.L
Daniel Spry
Vincent Clementi, B. A
Donald Koss
George Watson
David McTiellan
John J. Mason

James B. Nixon
A. G. Smyth
E. K. Carpenter
John-Wright
C.S. Eliott, M.D....
J. P.Wilson
James Might
William Doct <r

S. F. Matthews
W. Young
•Tames O'Connor
R. J. Hovenden
D. B. Burch
A. H. Woodill, M.D..
J. C. Hatheway, M.D.
A, H. Gilmour
T. C. Macnabb
C. A. Jones
A. (t. Hervey
M. C. Upper

1878.

W. J. B, MacLeod Moore

W. B. Simpson
Daniel Spry
Vincent Clementi, B.A.
J. T. McMinn
W. C. Morrison
David McLellan
John Moore

James Moflf<it

R. J. Hovenden. . .

.

A. II. Gilmour
Thomas Gordon . .

,

C. S. Elliott, M.D.
W. Gibson ,

Thomas Sargant, .

.

L. F. Darling
T. C. Macnabb
Edwin Goodman .

.

A. F. Huffman
C. A. .Tones

E. W. Porter
A. G. Hervey
M. C. Upper
J. M. Irwin
T. A. D. Foster
James Wilson
N. G. Bigelow
Joshua G. Burns. .

.

G. D. Reid

1679.

W. J. B. MacLeod

Jas. A. Henderson, (

Daniel Spry
Vincent Clementi, 1

D. R. Munro
•lohn McLean
David McLellan, .

.

John Moore

Richard J. Hovende
Thomas Gordon
Thomas Sargant
I>. F. Darling
Thomas C. Macnabi
Edw n Goodman. .

.

A. F. Huffman
Edwards W. Porter
James Wilson
Thomas H Tracey.
S. F. Matthews....
John Neltleton
C. E.S. Black
John Taylor
David Pitceathly . .

.

Charles F. Vose
John Kennedy
Philip Bajus
J, B. Trayes
J. Ross Robertson ,

John Linton

PROVINCIAL PRIORS—(Taking R\nk

Ontario District—East
" —Centre
" —West

(.^luebec District

Xew Brunswick District

Xova Scotia District

M;initoba District
licmdon Ditttrlct

Hamilton District
Toionto District

nSr'}l>i.Wot.

Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L
James K. Kerr, Q. C
James Seymour
W. B. Simpson
Robert Marshall
Benjamin Curren, D.C.L

Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C.,D.C.L
(ieorge H. Dartnell
Hugh A. Mackay
W. B. Simpson
Robert Marshall ...

Uenjamiu Curren, D.C.L

.Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C, D.C.L
George H. Dartnell
D. B. Burch
I. H. Stearns
Robert Marshall...
Benjamin Curren, D..C.L

Donald Koss
Henry Robertson .

.

D. B. Burch
I. H. Stearns
Robert Marshall . .

.

Benjamin Curren, L



ORY OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.
ND OFFICERS FROM ITS IXAUGURATION IN 1S76 TO 1SS3.

1S79.

W. J. B. MacLeod Moore

Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C.jD.CL
Daniel Spry
Vincent Clementi, B. A
D. R. Munro
John McLean
David McLellan
John Moore

Richard J. Hovenden.
Thomas Gordon
Thomas Sargant
I>. F. Darling
Thomas C. Macnabb.
Edw n Goodman
A. F. Huffman
Edwards W. Porter.

.

James Wilson
Thomas H Tracey. .

.

S. F. Matthews
John Neltleton
C. E.S. Black
John Taylor
David Pitceathly
Charles F. Vose
John Kennedy
Philip Bajus
J, B. Trayes
J. Koss Robertson , .

.

John Linton

1880. 1881.

W.J. B. MacLeod Moore W. J. B. MacLeod Moore

Janes A. Henderson James A. Henderson

1&82.

W. J, B. MacLeod Moore.—
Daniel Spry | Daniel Sjjry

.

Rev. Vincent Clementi Kev. Viment
Chi lies Magill.
E. K. Johnson...
David McLellan.
A. 'J. Smyth Thomas C. Mac Nabb

Clementi
Joh Kennedy
A. G. Adams Hhilip J
David McLellan

Joshua G. B'lrns. . .

.

T. C. MacNabb
W. D. Gordon
William Brydon. . .

,

Johu Kennedy
Ger rge W. Lovejoy.
James Demp->ter. .

.

I\ Pitceathley

CharleB Cameron . . .

.

E. S. Eliott
C. D. Biitterworth .

,

John S. Dennis
Wm. Hawthorne. .

.

IsaKc F. Toms
Roleit McKay
S.W.Ray
M. H. Spencer
E. ti. r'onklin

Samuel Kennedy. .

.

E. H. D. Hall
W. W. Summers . .

.

J. Ross Robertson
J. B. Bishop
J. H. Hell

M. J. Fo-ter
Office Abolished.

(( '(

S. S. Lazier
WiliiamLount, Q.C....
D. M. Malloch

Office Abolished.

(I

Turner Koyle
Office Abolished.

S. Waltho
R. Nichol's....-
H. G Grannis
George D. Reid

>—(Taking R\nk after the Grand Sub-Prior.)

C.L Donald Ross
Henry Robertson
D. B. Burch
I. H. Stearns
Robert Marshall.
Benjamin Curren, D.C.L.

Dorald R- ss W. D. Gordon.

,

C. J). McDonald i R. J. Hovenden
D. B. Burch
Isaac H. Stearns

Hon. Robert Marshall
Ben. Curren L. F. Darling .

.

James O'Connor iE. G. Conkling

D. B. Burch
Isaac H. Stearns.

D. R. Munro

•Tames A. Henderson . .

.

Daniel Siiry

Kev. Vincent Clementi.
E. T. 1). Clianibers

Slatter

David Mcliellan
James Sulton

John Moore
E. H. Rayrnour. . . . .

.

Office .Abolished,

(i. W. Andiews
Office Abolished.

William Gil)t-on

William Hamilton, Jr.

.

J. Henry Stone
Office Abolished.

it

«

H. W. Chisholm
Office /Vbolished.

William Young
J. M. Stevenson
A Cou|)er
C. F. Forrest

1883.

\V. J. R. MacLeod Moore.

James A. Henderson.
Daniel S()rv.

Rev. Vincent C'emeiiti.

E. H. Raymour.
S. F. Miitthews.
David McLellan.
F. Rowland.

C. F. Forrest.

Hon. James Holly.
Office Abolished.

A. C. Cuiran.
Office Abolished.

i<

John B. Trayes.
John B. Smyth.
William H. "Panton.

Office Abolished.
ii

(I

Fred Wilmott.
Office Abolished.

N. T. Lyon.
R. Radciiffe.

Joseph Park.
W. J. Clark.

Henry Niithall Abolished.

L Ros* Robeitson.

D. B. Burch
Isaac H . Stearns Isaac H. Stearns.

D. R. Munro I). R. Munro.
L. F. Darling .James Dempster.
James O Connor IJames O'c'onnor.

James Sutton, M. D.
J. Heury Stone.
James B. Nixon.

Samuel S. Lazier.
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CHAPTER XXXII.

Inhependbnce Secured.—The Sovebeion Great Priory of the Do-

minion Inaugurated.—Col. Moore Installed Supreme Grand
Master.—His Address to the As-skmbled Fratkes,—Matters of Im-

roRTANOE Discussed.

^•iud

BSOLVED from their allegiance to H. R. H. the

Prince of Wales, as Supreme Grand Master, which
had come to be regarded as the one barrier to the

imadorned independence of the Templars of Can-
ada, the Fratres of the National Great Priory in

the ninth and last year of its existence assembled in

the City of Toronto on the 8th July, 1884, to complete

the severance of the bond by celebrating its obsequies and in-

augurating the newly-born Sovereign Great Priory of
< 'anada in a fitting manner.
The proceedings of the last Annual Assembly paved the way

tor a speedy realization of the hopes and wishes of the Fratres

who had labored so earnestly to bring to a happy termination

what was at best an unpleasant task. If there were those who
lielieved that the Prince would express a hesitancy to accede to

the request, they were agreeably disappointed. On so important
;i change, and after so many years ot anticipation, the corres-

pondence which brought about the result was comparatively

light, and of so harmonious and fraternal a character withal, as

to render the inauguration of the new era in Canada's Templar
history auspicious and happy. To the Arch Chancellor of the

<Jonvent General, the Eminent Frater Judge Townshend, of

Dublin, the Great Prior Col. Moore wrote two months after the

meeting of the Great Priory at Ottawa, as follows :

St. John's, P. Q., Uth Sept., 1883.

V. H. aiid fiminent Arch Chancellor.

I beg to inform you that the Great Priory of Canada, having amended
its Statutes at the Annual Assembly on the 10th J uly last, declaring itself

in all respects a Sovereign Independent body of the Order, having pre-

cedence over and throughout the whole Dominion of Canada, I have now
the honor to enclose a petition from the members of Great Priory praying
to be released from the bonds of fealty to Convent General, and H.B.H.,
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the Prince of Wales, aa Supreme Grand Master thereof, which be pleaseil

to have laid before H. K. H. for his gracious consideration. The stop
has been taken by Great Priory, realizing the necessity of having the (rov-

emance of the Order in accordance with the other Grand Bodies of Free-
masonry in the Dominion, and also on account of the relations exiatiug
between the United States of America and Canada, being of so close and
intimate a nature, that to prevent the possibility of any feeling of superi-
ority arising between the two jurisdictions, it became necessary, on (|ues-

tions of international Templar importance, that perfect e(|uality should
exist.

I have the ho^.or to be, yours, &c.

,

(Signed.) W. J. B. Ma<;Leod \Ioore, G.C.T.
Great Prior of Canada.

The Arch Chancellor Convent General, the Hon. Judge Townshend, (i

C. T., Dublin, Ireland.

The petition from the Great Priory of Canada on behalf of

the members of the Great Priory was as follows

:

To His Roifod Hii/hnesH, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, aiul Duke of

Cornwall, K.G., G.(IS L, G.V.R, K.T., K.P., dc, (U, d.. Grand
Munter of the United lidigionH and Military Ordem of the Templars awi
Hospitallers of St, John of Jerusalem.

May it Please Your Royal Hiohness,—
I have the honor, as Great Prior, on behalf of the National Great

Priory of Canada, of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta to lay

before your Royal Highness this loyal and humble address, setting forth

the following matters iii connection with the present status of the Order

in this nationality.

The said National Great Priory, at the Annual Assembly held in 188L',

appointed a special committee to take into consideration the question of

the independence of the Order in the Dominion.
The revision of the Statutes of the Great Priory was at the same time

resolved upon, and revised Statutes have since been prepared nd adopted,

with a declaration establishing, and with such changes as were necessary

to establish, the authority of this Great Priory as supreme and independ-

ent over all Orders of the Temple and appendant degrees in Canada.
The special committee above-named, in a report presented to the Great

Priory at their Annual Assembly, held in the present year, unanimously
recommended that the present humble address be presented to your

Royal Highness, praying that inasmuch as the Grtat Priory has unani-

mously declared in the revision of its Statutes, its authority in and

throughout the Dominion of Canada, over all bodies of the Orders of the

Temple and appendant degrees. Your Royal Highness will be graciously

pleased to absolve this Great Priory, and all officers and members
thereof, from their obligations of fealty to Your Royal Highness, as

Supreme Grand Master, so that the Great Priory may be enabled fully

and without doubt to affirm and maintain the position it has taken upon
itself, as an independent Great Priory of the Order of Knight Templars,

and appendant degrees. At the same time gratefully expressing their

knightly obligations to Your Royal Highness, and to Convent General

,

for all the courtesies and favors that the officers and members of the

Temple in the Dominion of Canada have heretofore received from

Your Royal Highness, and from all the officers of the Order of the
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United Kingdom ; and further, communioating their desire that the

inter-jurisdictional relations of this new Sovereign Great Priory toward

the sister Great Priories of England and Ireland, and the Chapter
General of Scotland, and sister Grand Encampment of the United States

of America, and the Grand Commanderies of the several States, and with

all Fratres throughout the world, may be more intimate and binding than

heretofore.

The above statement, set forth with the authority of the Order in

Canada, relieves me of much difficulty in approaching Your Royal High-
ness, and I have only to pray on behalf of the great branch of the

Order here established, that Your Royal Highness will graciously regard

the grateful acknowledgments we have endeavored to convey of past

favors at the hands of Your Royal Highness as no vain words of

formality, but as the fervent expressions of loyal Templars in ap-

proaching the august presence of one who has pleased to be for many
years their Royal Grand Master, and who will, they feel assured, re-

L(arding their present request as one only adopted after the greatest

consideration, and when found to be absolutely necessary to meet the

exigencies of their local circumstances, in granting it, graciously continue

to regard the Canadian branch of the Order with Royal and Princely

favor.

For myself, as holding my appointment until now (when the Great
i'riory has unanimously elected me Great Prior ad vitam), under patent

bearing the signature of Your Royal Highness—while the course now
taken, may, by your gracious permission, absolve me from such immediate
obligations of fealty as arise from its possession, I trust I may be per-

mitted to retain the same as a priceless mark of Royal favor, and to be

ever preserved as such—the fervor of the fealty and allegiance to my
Sovereign, and Her Royal House, which was the heritage of my birth as

a British subject, ever glowing more ardently as years increase, and only

to cease, when life itself ceases.

With profound respect, I have the honor to subscribe myself. Your
iiuyal Highness' faithful and humble servant.

(Signed.) VV. .J. B. MaoLeod Moorb, G.C.T.
Priorial House, St. John's East, Province of Quebec,

Canada. 21st December 1883.

SEAL
'

To the foregoing communication and accompanying petition,

the Arch Chancellor replied in the following felicitous strain :

'30 Upper Fit/ William Street, Duulin,
17th April, 1884.

Verij U'ujh and Eminent (heat Prior :
—

I have received, and duly laid before the Most Eminent and Supreme
(jrand Master of the United Religious and Military Orders of the Temple
and Malta, for England, Ireland, and Canada, your letter of 21s Decem-
ber last, in which you report, for the information of His Royal Highness,
that the Great Priory of Canada has, for certain good and sutticient rea-

sons, r3Bolved to sever their connection with Convent General, and to

constitute themselves henceforward as an independent body ; they, there-

fore, praying that the Grand Master may be pleased to absolve them from
their obligations of fealty to himself as their Supreme Head.
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In reply, I am commanded by the Prince of Wales, our Moat KtniiuMit

and Supreme Grand Matter, to say, that, as the members of your <:ruat

Priory have, no doubt, arrived at this conclusion after due and ninplc

consideration of all the circumstances of the case. His lloyal llifrhiu'si*

readily and willingly grants their request, and hereby absolves them from
their allegiance to himself as members of Convent General ; and he will

only add that in their new position he trusts they may have a prosper mis

future.

The Grand Master further commands me to say that he has much
pleasure in acceding to your porsonal re(|uest to retain possession of yniir

patent of Great Prior of Canada, as an heirloom, which he does in sli^lit

recognition of the great seal and ability with which you have performed
the important duties of your high oihce for many years.

1 have the honor to remain, Y. H. and Eminent Great Prior, your.t in

the bonds of the Order.

CSigned.) Fr. J. F. Townhiiend,
Arch. Chancellor, Temp.

The Very High and Eminent Great Prior of Canada, Col. W. J. H. Miw-

Leod Moore, Priural House, St. John's, P. Que., Canada.

After receipt of the foregoing letter, the (Sreat Prior pro-

claimed Canada occupied territory, and i.ssued the following

:

MANIFE.STO,

To all whom it may concern :

Gheeting :—Whereas H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, Most Eminent
and Supreme Grand Master of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta

in England, Ireland and Canada, has been pleased to command the Arch-

Chancellor of Convent General to acquaint the Great Prior of Canada,
that H. R. H. having taken into consideration the prayer of the petition

laid before him in behalf of the National Great Priory of Canada, to sever

their connection with England, and to be absolved from their obligation

to himself as Supreme Head, readily and willingly grants their re(|uest,

and absolves them from their allegiance to himself as members of Convent
General, and trusts that in their new position they may have a prosper-

ous future, I, therefore, Lieutenant-Colonel W. J. B. MacLeod Moore,

G.C.T., Most Eminent Great Prior ad vitam of the Great Priory of Can-

ada, proclaim the Dominion of Canada occupied territory, and that all

Commanderies and Preceptories of the Temple and all Knights Templars

and Knights of Malta are subject to my authority, and owe me and the

National Great Priory of Canada allegiance.

Given under my hand and seal of the National Great Priory at St. John,

P.Q., Canada, this 5th day of May, A.D. 1884.

Fft. W. J. B. Ma«'Lbod Mookb,
Gr. Prior Dom. of Can.

Such was the manner of its death. The National Great

Priory which its sister jurisdictions had persistently refused to

acknowledge for years went out peacefully after all, and a new

and greater Body was ushered in to take its undisputed place

among the Sovereign Templar organizations of the world.

Col. Moore, the venerated head of the Order, from his throne

in the handsome Templar Hall of Toronto, gazed upon a noble
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rior, yours in

array of Knights who were gathered to clotlie him with the

.upri'ine dignity of a (Jrand Mnster, tlie title home hy the

Prince he loved and which for the rest of his life he would
worthily wear for the honor of his Canadian Fiatres and tlie

Ordor to which he was so devoted.

Beside hiuj sat the (Jreat Sub-l*rior, Dr. J. A. Henderson of

Kin<,'ston, and supporting him wen; Provincial Priors Dr. .las.

Sutton, John H. Stone, .las. B. Nixon, I). II. Xlunro, and I. H.

Stearns, Grand Chancellor f). Spry, Grand < haplain Rev. Vin-

cent Clementi, and the following officers and Fratres : K. H.

Iljiyniour, P. J. Slatter, D. iMcLellan, T. C. McNabh. Thos. Sar-

_'imt, J. B. Bishop, K. H. I). Hall, Jas. Seymour, C. I). MaeJon-
nell, Dr. Robert Ramsay, J. Ro.ss Robertson, Henry Robertson.

Donald Ros,s, L. H. Henderson, A. (}. Adams, A. (I. Smvth, .1.

i;. Trayes, J. P.. Smith. W. H. Ponton, H. f.ockwood,*^ N. T.

Lyon, Geo. J. Bennett, Wm. Gileson, Robert Maekiiy, VV^m.

Hamilton, John Dumbrille, R. Ratclitfe, John Parry, J. McLean
^tovenson. Henry Grittith, K. A. Dalley, Joseph Park, R. V,

.Matthews, E. T. Malone, W. J. Field", Thomas Hood, J. J.

.Ma.son, J. S. Dowar, S. Labourveau, John A. Angell, l)r, (». (t.

Howe, A. Chatfield, David Taylor, James Douglas, John Simp-
>»n, Frederick Bates, A. H. Pettit, George D. Adams, J. A.

Orosscup, etc.

A distinguished visitor was welcomed in the per.son of R. K.

Krater Thtodore Sutton Parvin, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Kncampment of the United States.

The Most Eminent the Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
ment, U. S., the Hon. R. E. Withers and R. E. Frater Theodore
T. Gurney of Chicago wrote their congratulations on the event
of the day.

In the Great Prior's allocution are embraced the events and
occurrences of the period and as a record of the time is a most
valuable document, as well as being an addition to the historical

literature furnished to the Order by him for many years.

In opening my Allocution of this year, I greet you with the wel-

come intelligence that your expressed wishes for the complete Indepen-
dence of this National Great Priory have been fully realized.

In conformity with the power assigned to iiie, authorized by you at our
last Annual Assembly, to act upon the recommendation and suggestions
contained in the report adopted by Great Priory for the Independence of

this National Body, I duly forwarded, through the Arch-Chancellor of

Convent-General, the honorable Judge Townshend of the Admiralty
Courts, Dublin, Ireland, to be laid before H. R. H. the Prince of Wales,
as Supreme Grand Master of the Order, the prayer of your petition.

The Chancellor will read the reply commanded to be communicated to
!ue. I feel satisfied that you will all agree with me that H. R. H. has
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ennobled himaelf, and intenaitied the loyalty wo all feel towards liim f. r

hit knightly and truly graoioiia aoknowled){raent of our oomplotu In-

dependence. The ((olden chain of union is not broken, but it ia atreni^th-

ened a thouaand fold, and I l(K>k forward to a new era of proaperity fiT

our grand old Order of the Ttunple.

I think it right to explain the cauae of the delay in receiving the rfply

of H. R. Highneaa to my petition.

At the commencement of laat September, I forwarded the application u,

the Arch-Chancellor of Convent (leneral, to be laid before H. It. I!.,

and it waa not until a few monthn later that I learned it had ncvrr
reached him, having been lost when he waa on a viait to the Contiiiunt l

Europe. My second letvir, of the 2'2nd December, alao met with Home
delay, from circumatancoa unneceaaary now to refer to. I can only re-

mark, thiit the aatiafactfiry and pleasing reply niakea full amends for the

delay, which cauaed ua all much anxiety.
Aa you had determined to aasume complete Independence, the ploasure

ia enhanced by tlio honorable course pursued in obtaining it. No dmiVit

the reault of your expreaaed wishea would have been the aamo, but a \vxf,

honorable and uncourteoua courae of proceeding, would, be aasured, have

left its sting behind. As a Supreme and governing body, we uhii now
look back with pride to our parentage, and the honorable position wi

held under the rule of one who, for many years, waa pleased to bu oiii'

(irand Master, and who, I trust, will still honor ua by becomint; the

patron of this Great Priory, and regard the Christian branch of the Order

with his princely favor.

I do not heaitate to aay that I never could see the necessity for wishin.'

to be absolved from our allegiance to M. II. Highness as Supreme Gniinl

Master of the Order. He never assumed control over, or interfered witli,

the Independent position sought for by the nationalities ; so that, in thi

most minute affairs of government, it could not ho said that the Nuti<)n:il

Great Priory of Canada had been coerced by any ovitside governiii:;

authority, and to all intents and purposes was perfectly Independent : it

being understood that it was not necessary to consult H. R. Highness in

the local government of the Order ; therefore, our relations under his

supreme authority were only technically objectionable aa regards entire

Indepemlence. At the same time, it created so many doubts in the

minds of our sister jurisdiction of the United States of America, that

when your committee recommended an humble petition to be forwarded,

asking to be absolved from our vows of fealty, I felt that the time had

arrived, and putting aside my own personal feelings, agreed for the good

of the Order in Canada, to recommend the prayer of the petition ; but I

certainly, in the first instance, waa not prepared for the final decision of

Great Priory to declare Independence, and then asked to be absolved.

However, the magnanimous action of H. R. Highness in so readily acced-

ing to the request of Great Priory removed all diiticulties, and is only in

accord with his generous and princely character.

I am pained to find that most unfair and false motives have been

ascribed to the action taken by Great Priory—ungeneroiis in the extreme

for any one even to suppose that such a step was taken with tlie nio.st

distant idea of disrespect to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales ; it was never for

a moment thought of. The fact ia apparent that some of our brethren and

Masonic rulers at home are so entirely averse to the independent move-

ment of the Colonies, that they have raised in the Masonic press a tirade

againct the desire for self government. Are they so short sighted that

they cannot seem to realize that colonists are anything but children.
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Mid iiiiiit be kept under tiitela({e forever ? Do they luppoie they onn pie-

«i<nt iiidupendence by indtilKinij in absurd ideaa aa ret^arda the righta of

uliat they call " our colonies," that rational ar({iini«nt would be aiuiply

ihrown away upon them t They forget that the colonies were originally

h«iipU'd by men from home,—men of vigor, energy, and strength of char-

ictor,— and that their deaoendantB have not deteriorated. Like other

M'l/plu, they have grown up to manhood, in all things, and govern them-

.elvt-H, and will continue to do so Masonicnily. V\ ladom and prudent fore-

Diijlit seek to control such for local government and the general welfare ;

f< (iliithiiesa and judicial blindness oppose the decreeb of fate. Far better

(uTty out practically the teachings of iiniverMal Masonry, by making all

iit'Ci'Hjary concussions and acknowledging just rights, and thus establish

A porpptual alliance of fraternal amity, and make Masonry what it should

lu It powerful factor in drawing together the several members of this

.rent empire, of which ('anada desires always to form a component part.

Fi'iktrea, thirty years have now passed awiiy since I first introduced the

Temple Order from England into Canada, and over which I have continu-

Misly presided, and now, by your unaiiinious voice, remain for life its

.oveniing head. 1 need not say how highly I prize and appreciate the

honor at your hands.

A new departure has coinmeiioed, which, I tr jst, heralds a prosperous

,MiJ Iiiippy future ; but this mainly depends on ourselves, to secure and
t / lilitaiu which we must be most careful whom we admit to participate in

<iir rights.

Having, in deference to the wishes of the Templars of Canada, Hsked
for, and being honorably freed from my immediate obligations of fealty

U'lwy Koyal (Jrand Master (although my feelings of loyalty to him as

Mich, can never be etl'aced), 1 will uphold and maintain the sovereign

imhts of this (Jreat I'riory of Canada in all its integrity, and preserve

intact the teachings derived from the parent body in its orthodox Chris-

tian character, without reservation or innovations of any kind, in which
it is declared that the essential teat of the true Templars' creed is a tirui

belief in the doctrines of the Holy and undivided Trinity and Divinity
if Clirist. There can be no ({ucstion in the matter. Without it no Tem-
llary exists. The Christian doctrine of the Trinity is not the otfapring of

iiit^taphysics, but the expression of the facts of Revelation. It is the foun-

liation and fundamental principle of the United Orders of the Temple
:\ud Malta.

Ill the proceedings of the last Grand Encampment of the I'nited States
lnr IH8:», will be found an able and courteous paragraph in the Grand
Ma.iter's address on the subject of the former independence of this Great
I'riory with reference to the action taken by the Grand Encampment look-

iiiii upon Great Priory as a subordinate body, and consequently not the

i
lor of the Grand Encampment. A letter is also publisliod from the
Arch-Chancellor of the Convent General of England, Ireland and Canada,
ti) the Grand Master, fully pointing out the powers and position of the
Great Priories of Convent (ioneral, and will explain the ground on which
i based my views of our independent position, but as the matter has been
set at rest forever, 1 merely refer to it to express how highly I appreciate

tlie straight forward and manly course invariably chosen by our Fratres
of the Order in the United States towards us, and also to draw your at-

tention to the following circumstanceH, viz. ; Some members and officers

cf this Great Priory who, ignoring their vows of allegiance as such, had
two or three years ago sought an interview with the Grand Master of the
^'nitud States Templars for the purpose of holding warrants under his

jurisdiction. This he declined, with the following remarks :

. 4
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" You say you have grievances which you desire me to hear, but what

right have I to arbitrate or pass judgment upon your grievances without

the consent of your Great Prior I You ask for an audience with reference

to petitioning for charters under this Grand Encampment, but it is aii

audience in the absence of and without the knowledge and consent of your
Great Prior, and would be a violation of comity on my part. * *

Besides, if there were admissible grounds for the reception of your dele-

gation it would be unwise in me to encourage to seek it.

" You and your brother Templars had better seek the redress of such

grievances as you think you have within your own Great Priory. If you

are right you will prevail in the end, but a divided jurisdiction is alway

a calamity."

This was the honorable course adopted by the Grand Master of our aia-

ter jurisdiction, who upheld the authority of your Great Prior, aud the

dignity of the National Great Priory of Canada. I had heard at the time

that a promise of warrants was said to have been given to Aiiaericaus in

Canada, who are endeavoring to establish under the United States Tem-
plar system a Grand Commandery at Toronto, Hamilton and other places,

and their names made known to me, which I did not think it necessary to

riotice, ['deling confident in the integrity of the Grand Encampment of the

United States not to disturb the harmony existing between the two juris-

dictions, and the action taken by their Grand Master fully justified my
opinion.

Contrast this with the course pursued by our own members, who had

received honors at my hands in Great Priory, and had bound themselves

to support and maintain the Canadian nationality !

Whatever ideas may have been entertained by those wedded to the

peculiar system of Templary in the United States, and of introducini; it

into Canada, must now be abandoned, for all Knights Templars, Knights

of Malta, and Preceptories and Priories of these Orders in the Dominion
are subject to my authority, and owe me and the National Great Priory

of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta allegiance, and I wish it

clearly to be understood that no innovations or changes can be permitted

in the established work, or any deviation whatever from the rules and

regulations adopted by Great Priory. However glad I may be at all

times to meet the wishes of our Fratres of the United States Templars, I

am much opposeil to residents in Canada obtaining reception into the

Templar Order out of the Dominion. In the first place, it is not reason-

able to seek admission in a foreign jurisdiction, and then return to Canada

and claim the right to join our Preceptories. We are comparatively a

small body, and require all our own material for its support, besides, the

United Orders of the Temple and Malta are on a iotallij diflerent footing

from the Templar branch in the United States. With us, it is strictly an

orthodox Christian, Trinitarian Order, requiring "that test" from all

its aspirants, and the vows of profession are necessarily different ; where-

as, with our Fratres of the United States, the Order is a couipromisL'

between Christianity and universal Free and Accepted Masonry. Under
these circumstances I have felt obliged to decline applications made to

me for residents of Canada being received into the Order, under the Grand
Encampment of the United States, and United States Templars, who may
wish to become active members of Preceptories under the Jurisdiction of

Canada, must comply with the authorized tests of admission.

From time to time I have endeavored to explain what I considered the

true object and meaning of the modern Templar Order of the British Do-

minions, and its connection with Free and Accepted Masonry, viz., that
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era, who had

d themselve?

the teachings and doctrines of the two Orders were derived from the com-
mon origin of the "Sacred Mysteries, " the forerunner of revealed relig-

ion ; and in my last Annual Allocution, I entered more fully on the

subject in the hope of stimulating a spirit of enijuiry and research ; for is

it not right to push forward the speculations and theories of those who
have given their most mature consideration to the question, when a
semblance of a doubt exists ( It is only by doing this that we can arrive

at a satisfactory conclusion. The history of Freemasonry, standing in

the position of its great prototype and Martyr, who, it is related in the

legend of Hiram, declared "that patience and perseverance would in

time enable the worthy Mason to know the great secrets "—these were
not to be forced from him any more than we can wrench them from the

closely guarded caverns of the hidden past, and our only resource is to

labor and wait, and even if we do not win them we shall perhaps lay a
foundation of information as will enable those who come after us to raise

a superstructure perfect in all its parts, l^earing this in mind, I laid my
views before you with the conclusion to which I had arrived. I was
therefore quite unprepared for the sarcastic criticism they called forth

from the pen of our enlightened Brother, the Rev. J. F. Woodford,
(Masonic Student), of the London Freemason, who, with the license of a
"reviewer," endeavored to turn into ridicule views that diflFered from his

own, indulging in such unusual terms of disapproval that I felt constrained

to send a reply.

To me, it appears useless to argue or dispute upon the Christian char-

acter of Freemasonry before the reorganization of A .D. 1717, for there are
abundant proofs in the old parchment constitutions of its Christian char-

acter up to 1700. That it underwent a change about that period, is also

certain, and I am satisfied that York and London Freemasonry were de-

cidedly different, the former preserving the Christian characteristics

longer than the latter ; but the worst of attempting deductions from
isolated facts is that they can be made to suit any purpose, and '

' Mas-
onic Students " all seem to make up their minds beforehand.
No doubt exists in my mind that when Anderson, and his colleague

Desaguilers, undertook, at the desire of the existing Grand Lodge of

.England, to revise the Order, they found Masonry in the position of a
"]My?'^«5rious Secret Society," prostituted to purposes of gain and self-

interest, and made to appear to the minds of the credulous and supersti-

tious as an " Ancient Religious Ceremony," which to travellers and
sailors, who visited all parts of the world, would prove of the greatest
benefit. I, therefore, totally dissent from the superstition that Ander-
son, as a Christian minister, was unfaithful to hi.s trust in the changes he
made, and new forms introduced, rejecting the Christian part altogether,

and substituting the legend of Hiram. His object, no doiibt, was to

correct the abuses made by ignorant and worldly minds, and transform it

into a " Universal Brotherhood," without reference to creeds or sectarian

doctrines. I consider, then, that Drs. Anderson and Desaguilers were
juscitied in changing the system of Freemasonry as thoy found it, into a

cosmopolitan, and philosophical, charitable society, relying on the Christ-

ian religion being left to exist alone in its purity, and thus avoid the
sacrilege of contaminating the sacred doctrines of our most holy faith with
worldly and material afl'airs.

The system of Free and Accepted Maoonry in England is well described
as " a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols,"—that persona of the mo8<, ordinary capacity can understand
and appreciate, but it is entirely r new departure, and totally different
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from Ancient Freemasonry, which, I assert, our English Order of th«

Temple, in its doctrines, is intended to represent. At the same time

Craft Masonry unmistakably shows its Christian origin, and I need no

other evidence than the ritual itself—the tragedy of the third degree is, to

my mind, nothing more than a representation of the divine sacrifice upon
Mount Calvary, and there are many other parts that I cannot write about

that reminds us not only of Christ but of God in the higher manifestations

of the Holy and undivided Trinity. These have been referred to by the

late Rev. Dr. Oliver, the great historian of the modern fraternity, but

who in this "advanced" age is looked upon as far behind the times

and of little account.

I am entirely at issue with the assertion that the existence of the doc-

trines of the Old Templar Order, as connected with the Ancient Buildera,

was unknown or unthought of when the changes and formularies of

" Anderson " are said to have made English Freemasons dissatisfied. It

is not possible to suppose that they were not well known and fully dia-

cussed at the time. No doubt the date of the first mention of Modern
Masonic Templars in England, given by our great Masonic authority,

Bro. Hughan, is correct ; but that does not at all contradict the fact that

the original doctrines of Freemasonry, as derived from the cloisters, was

the same as that of the Ancient Templars.

Our Templar system in the British Dominions is only a prototype of

the traditions of Ancient,Masonry, and has nothing of a military element

about it, that being a very modern innovation, I feel, therefore, at a loss

to understand what a system of military drills has to do with the work of

the Templar ritual.

The object of true Templary is not popularity, but perpetuity ; it is to

fix the principles upon which we are to live, and the doctrines to be pro-

mulgated. But I fear there is with the majority a greater regard evinced

for external show, which, if removed, many would lose interest in the

Order, as it cannot be denied that numbers on this continent seek admit-

tance for no other purpose, losing sight of its important mission—endeav-

oring to change its character into that of a Volunteer Military Masonic

Association,—without the slightest foundation for doing so. In fact, the

military character of mouern Templary is but a vain spirit of ostentatious

imitation common to all cltwces of society.

I feel called upon to reply to some remarks connected with the rituals

of the Order from the pen of the Rev. Frater Fisher, of the Grand Coni-

mandery of Vermont, U. S. A., who as chairman of the Foreign Cor-

respondence, in a truly fraternal spirit reviewed my allocution. 1 think

in some particulars he mistakes my meaning. In my opinion, the ritual

of a " reception " does not require of us to lay before the " aspirant " its

entire doctrinal teachings. It is after his reception the " neophyte " la

to be fully instructed if worthy, and very properly it should be so, when

we find so many join the Order from mere motives of idle show and

amusement. The sacred doctrine, which, as Templars, it is our privilege

and duty to promulgate, require the mind should be prepared to receive

them and dwell upon them day by day ; they cannot be casually com-

municated, they must be conferred in all their details, and once I'eceived

and in the proper form, with due preparation, they will be highly esteem-

ed and not be forgotten. But in this age of skepticism and infidelity, of

ridicule and prejudice, these things would be ridiculed and trampled

beneath the feet if made common. Prejudice and skepticism cause

many of the so-called degrees of Masonry to be received and defended

with warm zeal, while the^ pure and simple doctrines of revealed truth
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1. the ritual

are despised and rejected of men. The doctrinal secret ritual of the

Order is clear and defined tc the mind prepared to receive it, but shall

be only entrusted to those who seek the truth. The founders of the Ancient
Templar Order certainly had a secret doctrinal ritual of the most solemn

and imposing kind, brought with them from the cloisters and carried out

by them fully in all the time of their existence in which all members were
either partially or fully introduced according to character or habits ; some
were only initiated, others were more advanced, and a few of the mem-
bers passed them in full, having learned it in the monasteries, and it was
the mainspring of all their actions in undertaking the " Holy War " of

the Crusades. It is fully admitted by authors that the Ancient Order
held secret conclaves, admissible only to a select few. What else could

these assemblies be fur, but to propound and teach the doctrines of the

Christian faith, as revealed through the sacred mysteries, and known to

the prophets of old ? No doubt, ambitious men, leaders of the Order,
discussed also at these conclaves secular matters, and devised schenits of

aggrandisement and unlimited supreme power, untrammelled by any in-

terference from, or obedience to, the powers of Europe, but the basis, the

main object of their deliberations, was to exalt and purify the Christian

relitfion above all other human institutions.

For several centuries Christianity was itself a secret society, in that all

its principles were secret and its meetings held in secret, at which none
but Christians were permitted to be present.

I do not mean by this that we are not to proclaim the doctrines or
to explain the truths revealed to us. They are to be proclaimed
"upon the house-top" and "in the highway." The truth outside the
doctrinal ritual is an easy task, for both sacred and profane history

is always ready at band, but its ritual and its services should be
kept silent ; they would never be appreciated by the multitude. The
sneers of the rationalist, the bitterness of the infidel and Jew, would
meet us at every turn, and crush the truth beneath their feet. After
years of close investigation and unmistakable proofs sacredly confided
to me, now almost impossible to be obtained, with the vestiges that
remain clearly pointed out, I am satisfied that the true and Ancient
Templar Masonic doctrines are derived from the sacred mysteries, the
cuuuterpart of revealed religion. What object then, or of what im-
portance can anything else be to us, professed Christians I

The test doctrine of the Holy Trinity still continues to exercise the
minds of our Fratres of the United States, and is largely commented
upon in their Foreign Correspondence reports, but that a representation
of the Ancient Templars can exist without it, all the special pleading in

the world cannot prove. It is the very core and foundation of the Order,
and a society calling themselves " Templars " who admit members of the
Jewish faith, is manifestly absurd. The Jews were the despised and
detested of the Ancient Order, and at the present day they cannot
without perjury take upon themselves tlie vows of the true Templar
The doctrine of the Trinity is one which is not to be denied without
danger, because it forms a part of divine revelation. The great doctrine
of the Gospels are the three persons in the Godhead, in whose name we
are baptized ; it is a scriptural doctrine, and as such we are bound to

receive it, unless we renounce the Bible altogether, which we as Masons
call the first great light of Masonry, and if we believe in the authority of

the New Testament, to worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity.

"Faith in the incarnation of Christ and a future judgment is absolutely

necessary to salvation."

f

U 4



fff

1 374 KNIQBTS TEMPLARS.

pil

1}

ill

Two notable deaths occurred, which the Great Prior fotl-

ingly alludes to, viz., H.R.H. Prince Leopold, and the riiani

Master of the Temple in Scotland, the 111. Bro. John Whyte
Melville, of Bennochey, who passed away at Mount Melville

on the 10th July, 1888, at the advanced age of 8(1 years.

Be was initiated in A.D. 1817, in Holyrood House, (St. Luke's*,

Edinburgh, and in 1864 was elected to the Grand Mastership, which he

held for three years, and during that period was head of "all" the

Masonic bodies in Scotland. At his death, he was Grand Master i>i the

lleligious and Military Orders of the Temple and Grand Commander r f

the Supreme Council, A. iV: A. S. Rite 33^, also Deputy Grand Master

and Governor of the Royal Order of Scotland and President of the Rosi-

crucian Society.

The sudden death of the most beloved and respected youn<^er snn uf

our Gracious Queen, Prince Leopold, Duke of Albany, at Cannes, in the

south of France, on the 28th of Marsh, alone, and far from all that was

near and dear to him, saddened the whole nation. With cultured and

scholarly tastes and a devout religious spirit, he entered into every

scheme of benevolence and philanthropy. In the United Orders of the

Temple and Malta, Prince Leopold was Constable of the Order in Eng-

land and was also a Knight Grand Cross. He possessed much of the old

knightly character " sans peur et sans reproche " and was, as his

brothers, ^he Prince of Wales and Duke of Connaught are, an enthusiastic

Mason. His Royal Highness was an honorary member of the Supreme
Council, 33", A. & A. S. Rite ; Past Grand Master Grand Lodge nf

Mark Masons of England, and held the office of 3rd Grand Principal

Supreme Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, also Past Prov. Grand
Master of (Oxfordshire, and Past Grand Senior Warden of Grand Lodge

of England.
The death was also announced of Frater Wm. B. Colby, iirst Com-

mander (Preceptor) and founder of the Sussex Preceptory at Stanstead

Plains, Province of Quebec, in the 52nd year of his age.

The status of Preceptor does not appear to be fully understood, the

term " Past" still continuing to be used when speaking of those whose

elected year of office had expired. This is quite incorrect, as the rank

is a step or degree in the Order ; for when once a Preceptor completes

his term of office as " Presiding " Preceptor, he is eligible to assume

the chair and perform all the duties in any other Preceptory. Instead

of the term Past, it should be " Last Presiding Preceptor of the Precep-

torv."

Honorary Preceptors are those Fratres who, for faithful service per-

formed, have had the rank conferred upon them by the authority of the

" Great Prior," but who have not been "elected " to fill the chair of a

Preceptory ; they are not eligible to rule any Preceptory without election,

but are competent to attend and assist at all boards or meetings of Pre-

ceptors.

Preceptors who, although "elected," have not completed their year

of office, are also not eligible to preside in any other Preceptory with-

out a special dispensation from the Great Prior.

Although fully impressed, how necessary it is that honorary rank and

membership in Great Priory should be restricted and judiciously con-

ferred, to make the honor appreciated by Fratrea of foreign jurisdictions,

who stand prominent in the Order, I would now ask Great Priory to

J

'
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at Stansteacl

confer the honorary rank of Provincial Priors and membership upon

two ilistinj^'uished Templars, viz. :— His Imperial Highness, the Prince

lihodocanakis, of Scio, Athens, Greece, Grand Master Mason of that

kiiiKdom, and a Grand Cross of the t^cottish Teirnlar (Jrder, whose friend-

ship 1 have long poscessed. His Imperial His^hness is a naturalized

British siihject, and was initiated into all the degrees and rites of Free-

masonry in Edinburgh, Scotland, where he was principally educated.

The honor will also be most gratifying to Frater Alex. M. Hroadley, Bar-

rister-at-Law, Inner Temple, London, one of the Preceptors of the

"Melita" Preceptory of the Island of Malta, who, a quarter of a century

after I had established the first Preceptory (Encampment) there, suc-

ceeded as Presiding Preceptor (or Commander). Our Frater is the author-

of the History of Masonry in Malta, and the well-known legal adviser of

" Arabi Pasha," of Egypt, on his recent trial. I may add, that he has in-

formed me when matters are more settled at Cairo, it is his intention

to apply to the (Jreat Priory for a Warrant to establish the United Ordera-

in the East.

With regard to the Scottish Encampments of St. John, New Brunswick^

discussed last year at Great Priory, I considered it advisable to leave the

matter in abeyance until our independence and sovereignty in Canada'.

had been fully secured, so as to be in a more decided position to defentV

such action as Great Priory may consider advisable.

My own opinion is that Fratres of the Scottish Order should be again
invited, and on the same terms, to place themselves under our banner,
and communications at once entered into with them and the Chapter
General of Scotland.

Fratres, I again beg to thank you warmly for your entire unanimity in
electing me to continue (ad vitam) as Supreme governing head of the
Canadian branch of the United Orders, an honor most gratifying to me,
and doubly more so when I feel that my earnest desire to fulfil the duties
intrusted to me has met the approval of my Prince, the Supreme Grand
Master of the parent body, and that you are satisfied I have alone been
actuated by a sincere desire to promote the good of the Templar Order of
the Dominion, and disseminate its orthodox Christian principles.

It is with no uncertain sound I have this day laid before you '
' my

views and convictions " as regards " The Templar Order in its glory"

—

''proclaiming the truth." Remembering, that in so doing, " No weapon
that is formed against thee can prosper, and every tongue that rises
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn."

J am (|uite aware that my plai.i, outspoken remarks on the side of truth
have brought upon me the sneers and ridicule of many for my long "ser-
mons and preachments," but this amounts to nothing and probably if

some of my critics knew the truth they would be more valued.
Before I conclude, it becomes incumbent upon me to notice the encycli-

cal letter of the Pope with reference to Freemasonry in general, and the
admirable reply of the Pro-Grand Master of the (Jrand Lidge of England,
the Earl of Carnarvon, to which I would refer you. No comments of
mine are necessary to point out the animus and ignorance displayed as
regards the aims and object of Freemasonry, but which can have no refer-
ence to our English speaking system. Of this be assured, as long as we
confine ourselves to the pure and simple degrees of the " English Rite,'
ail the thunders of the Vatican, or the opposition of fanatical Protestants,
cannot avail.

The Great Prior's address concluded, the following resolu-

tions were submitted and adopted :

—
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" That tliis National Great Priory now declares itself to W
the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, having and holdin"

ahsolute and supreme jurisdiction over the whole Dominion, in

all matters relating to the United Orders of the Temple and

Malta, and appendant Orders, in the Dominion of Canada.
" That the title of this Great Priory shall hereafter be ' The

tSovereign Great Priory of Canada,' having supreme and ex-

clusive jurisdiction ov5r all Preceptories of Knights Templars,

Knights of Malta, and Appendant Orders, in and for the Do-

minion of Canada, and the title of the Great Prior henceforth

shall be ' Supreme Grand Master,' and of the Great Sub-Prior
' Deputy Grand Master.'

"

Re]>orts from the Provinces indicated a steady if not a rapid

advance in the Order. The following is culled from the inter-

esting report of the Provincial Prior of New Brunswick, and as

it bears upon a difhcult}' which just now formidably con-

fronted Great Priory, it will be read with great interest.

The annual return of the Union de Molay Preceptory, made to the

R. E. Grand Chancellor, will exhibit the fact that this, the only Precep-

tory within the Province of New Brunswick owing obedience to the

National Great Priory of Canada, has simply held its own during the past

official year.

The other two organizatioas of Knights Templars, within this District,

hold warrants, as you are aware, from the Chapter General of Scotland.

(.)ne of these—the Encampment of Saint Stephen —has been recently

established, and I have every reason to anticipate that so soon as the

'Grand Encampment of the United States," together with its subor-

dinate Grand Commanderies of Knights Templars of the respective States

of that Republic, shall have authoritatively announced that hereafter the

National Great Priory of Canada shall be deemed to be the peer of the

said Grand Encampment of the United States of America, and shall be re-

cognized by the Ktiights Templars of that country as the Supreme and

only power lawfully exercising jiiriadiction within the respective Pro-

vinces of this Dominion of Canada, then the Encampment of Saint Stephen,

before referred to, w ill no longer hesitate to loyally range itself under

the banner of the " National Great Priory of Canada."
As regards the Encampment of Saint John, it would be a matter of much

gratification could I, with equal confidence, look forward to the same loyal

and self-sacrificing action by the leading Fratres of that old and long

established Encampment. I have, with the approval of the M. E.

the Great Prior, made offer of every conceivable concession to the En-

campment of St. John, and to its numerous Fratres, but without avail

;

and with your permission I would most cordially and fraternally reiter-

ate those propositions. Indeed, so earnest is my desire for harmony and

oneness of jurisdiction within the city of Saint John, and Province of

New Brunswick, that I would earnestly urge and recommend that our

" National Great Priory of Canada " authorize the issue of warrants to

each of the bodies herein referred to, now working under Scotland, upon

such terms and conditions, as may within our Constitution, be asked for

by the Fratres of one or both of these Encampments.
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Some two or three years before the organisation of the Union de Molay
Preceptory, under the Registry of England, the Encampment of Saint

John, under Scotland, seriously considered surrendering its warrant tu

the "Chapter General," and in its place apply for a warrant from another

and foreign jurisdiction. This movement was defeated, and its ofHcials

began to be more favorably appreciated, and to-day 1 believe that there

ia not a larger, or more thoroughly equipped body of men — Knights Tem-
plars—within the whole Dominion of Canada. And one cannot fail to be
impressed with the worldly wisdom of these Fratres, in desiring to be let

alone in the full enjoyment of the unobtrusive control of the Chapter
General of Scotland, yielding, as that supreme body does, the full protec-

tion of its authority, whilst exacting the payment of most moderate fees,

and nominal constitutional restrictions.

This being the only Province within the Dominion of Canada where
the jurisdiction is divided, I trust that such reasonable measures may be
adopted as will secure to our "National Great Priory " the sole control

of its own territory.

In connection with the foregoing, the following resolution

was subsequently adopted by Great Priory.

That the R. E. the Grand Chancellor, be, and is hereby authorized and
directed, under the direction of the Most Eminent the Great Prior, to

issue Preceptory Warrants, to either or both of the Encampments of

Knights Templars now under the jurisdiction of the Chapter General of

Scotland, and working within the Province of New Brunswick, in the

Dominion of Canada, upon such terms and conditions, as within the Con-
stitution of the " Sovereign Great Priory of Canada " may harmonize with
the views of the Fratres of these Encampments of Knights Templars
respectively ; and that, should the correspondence fail to secure the sur-

render of the warrants within six months from date, the Supreme Grand
Master shall issue an edict declaring non-intercourse with all Templar
bodies meeting in Canada and holding warrants from any authority but
this Sovereign Great Priory, and with all Knights Templars, and Knights
of Malta, made within or by such bodies as shall then be declared illegal.

M. E. Frater Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore then said, " Before

proceeding to the election and installation of officers of this

Sovereign Body, I surrender the Warrant or Patent derived

from Convent General, under which the Great Priory of Canada
was originally constituted, and as the Sovereign Great Priory
of Canada is an Independent organization, and no longer exists

by virtue of any Warrant, I deliver to the Grand Chancellor

the Patent, which is now null and void and of no effect."

The Evening Session was devoted to the installation of the

Grand Master, and the Officers of the Sovereign Great Priory.

P. E. Frater Theodore S. Parvin, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Encampment of the Knights Templars of the United States, was
received with honors, an<l welcomed by the Grand Master in a
characteristic greeting. The distinguished visitor replied elo-

quently, expressing the keen pleasure he experienced in being

permitted to assist at the inauguration of a new era in the
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history of the Order of the Temple in Canada, and assured

those present that lie conveyed the sentiments of tho I'nited

States Fratres, when he stated that the warmest f('(>]iiijf of

att'ection and re<i;ard was entertained for the Canadian 'J\;ii>plfirs

in the great republic, and they rejoiced with him that tlic

Order in the Dominion had achieved its independence.

Assisted l)y R. ¥j. Frater Dr. Henderson, the R. Eminent
visitor then proceeded with the impressive ceremony of nistal-

lation, which, as copied from the " Proceedings," is here given.

INSTALLATION CEREMONY OF THE SUPREME GRAND MASTER
OF CANADA. LEUT.-COL. WILLIAM JAMES BURY

MACLEOD MOORE, G.C.T.

{Installing Officer to Supreme Orand Master Elect.)— H. R.

H. the Prince of Wales, M. E. and Supreme Grand Master of

the United Orders of the Temple and Malta, in England, Ijeiand

and the Dependencies of th.e British Crown, having been ])leaso(l

to absolve the members of the National Great Priory of Can-

ada, as commanded to be notified through the " Arch Chan-

cellor " of the Convent General, bearing date the 17th day of

April, 1884, from their allegiance to himself as the " Supremo
Head," all connection with the United Orders in England is

severed, and this Great Priory of Canada declared an independ-

ent sovereign body, holding jurisdiction over the whole

Dominion of Canada, under the name of the Sovereign Great

Priory, and of which you were unanimously elected Most Emi-

nent and Supreme " Great Prior," at the Annual Assembly held

at the City of Ottawa, Province of Ontario, on the tenth (lOth)

day of July, A. D. 1883, and which title has been changed, by

vote of this Sovereign Great Priory, to " Supreme Grand

Master."

I now call upon you to declare if you are ready and willing

to accept the high office and responsibility.

{Supreme Grand Master Elect.)—I am.

" Then kneel at the sepulchre and join in supplicating the

'Holy Trinity.'"

PRAYER.

{Grand Chaplain.)—" Almighty and Most Merciful God, who
guidest the actions of men here below, imbue, this our Frater

{in the original, Nohle Knight), with wit, wisdom and under-

standing, to govern this Sovereign Great Priory aright, and

to distribute even-handed justice to all under his jurisd.ction,
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so that wlien called upon he may render a just account, and

stand justified before God and man, through 'Christ our
Prit'si,' ' ('hr'ist our Prophet,' and ' Christ our King.'—Amen."

vow.

(Repeated after Installing Officer)—I, Wm. Jhs. Bury
MacLeod Moore, in the name of the " holy and Undivided
Trinity" solemnly vow and promise that

1. I will to the best of my ability discharge the duties of

Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Prioiy of the

United Orders of the Temple and Malta in the Dominion of

Oanada.

2. I will uphold and maintain the honor and dignity of the

Order and of this mine office.

3. I will not infringe, or cause, or suffer to be infringed, the

Statutes, Laws or Regulations of the Order.

4. That I will judge rich and poor without distinction of

rank, without bias, favour or affection, and act uprightly and
fearlessly as between man and man.

5. I will uphold the Queen's supremacy.

G. And to all this I pledge my {Knightly) troth.

(Signed,)

W. J. B. MACLEOD MOORE, G. C. T.

Supreme Grand Master.

[y^isses the New Testament seven (7) times.]

Chancellor then delivered his address.

INVESTITURE.

(Installing Offi^cer.)—I deliver to you the "Minutes" of

the Assembly at which you were elected Supreme Grand
Master, ad vitam, of the Dominion of Canada.

(Installing Officer.)—I invest you with the Collar of your
office.

(Constable.)—Receive from me the " Sivord " the emblem oi

hnperium, or military power ; temper justice with mercy.

(Marshal.)—Receive from me the Baton or Bacvlus the

emblem of Potestas or civic authority.

(Chaplain.)—Accept the Tong of Profession.

(Installing Officer.)—Assume the Throne of the Supreme
(ireat Priory of Canada.
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HENEDICTION.

BENEDICTO SACERDOTATES.

(Chaplain.)—"Paxet Benedictua Patris, Omnipotent ix Filil^

et Spiritus Sancti in te deacendat et tecum maneat in su-ci},,

8<('culorem," Amen.
PROCLAMATION.

(Herald in tlie East)—" By the authority and powers of tlio

Sovereign Great Priory of the Dominion of Canada, I proclaini

Lieutenant-Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, a

Grand Cross of the Temple, as Most Eminent the Supreme
Grand Master, duly elected ad vitam of this the Dominion of

Canada,"

(Same in the North-Ead and South- West.)—"And i call
upon all Knights present to Salute."

—

The Knightn sidated

seven times from tJieir places, tohing the time from the Grand
Sub-Marshal.

GREAT OFFICERS.

The Grand Sub-Marshal then presented the Officers, each of

whom,, kneeling before the Supreme Grand Master, with their

hands between his, said

:

" I promise to be a good man and true, and deposit my feal-

ty between your hands." After which they were installed.

The Supreme Grand Master invested each with the Collar,

and directed him to take his place ; after which proclamation

was made by the

Herald in East,—" By the authority of the Sovereign Great

Priory of Canada, of the United Orders of the Temple and

Malta, and in the name of the Most Eminent the Supreme
Grand Master of Canada, I proclaim this Sovei'eign Great

Priory to be a duly constituted Independent and Sovereign

Grand Body, holding jurisdiction over the whole Dominion of

Canada."
"God Save the Queen."

(Same in the South- West and North-EaM.)

Before the close of Sovereign Great Priory the following

resolutions were adopted :

" That the honorary rank of Past Supreme Grand Master of

Knights Templars of Canada be, and is hereby conferred, upon

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales as a mark of the very high esteem

and affection in which he is held by the Templars of this juris-

diction.
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" That the honorary rank of Past 1 )eputy Grand Master of

Kni^'hts Templars of Canada be, and is hereby conferred on
R. K. Frater Daniel Spry, Grand Chancellor, in consideration

of his services in aiding to secure the independence of thifj

Great Priory ; and the honorary rank of Past Provincial

Gnind Prior be conferred upon K. E. Frater H. I, H. Prince

Demetrius Rhodocanakis, of Scio, Athens, Kingdom of Greece
;

and V. E. Frater M. Alex. Broadley, Preceptor of Melita Pre-

ceptory, Island of Malta.

"That the M. E. the Supreme Grand Master be, and is

hereby authorized to enter into fraternal intercourse and
exchange Representatives with such other Supreme Tem-
plar Bodies as may be .pleased to recognize this Sovereign

Great Priory."

M
' n Si

'Ml'-
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ExiSTKNCB «»K THE SCOTTISH EncAMI'MENT IN NeW BHUNSWIf'K. — Tiik

Remei»y TO UE Ai'i'LiKit.—The (Ikanh Master's Allocition IIk.m.

TO THE Second Annual Ahskmiily OFTUiJ SovEUEKiN Gheat Piuoh^.
—Historical Review ok the System.

LTHOUGH the roll of Preceptories was not len;,'tli-

enecl by the addition of new warrants, yet tlie

evidence that the Sovereign Great Priory liiid been

established on sure foundation was gratifyingly

apparent. The Preceptories dormant for some
years had been resuscitated and there was life now

i%i^ all along the line. The " Harington " of Trenton had

been removed to Almonte. The "Hurcntario" of Colling-

wood, rechristened " The Victoria," was now vitalized in

Guelph ; the " St. John the Almoner " of Whitby, which ex-

hibited alarming signs of decay, had been revivified and gave

assurance of new life, and the " Gondemar " of Maitland

had found a new home in the town of Brockville. Here then

in the year 1885 were 26 working Preceptories with a total

membership approaching 900, and every indication that the

progress of the Order in Canada was steady and sure.

The recognition of Canada's sovereignty by the Grand En-

campment of the United States was prompt and ample. An
exchange of Representatives had been effected, and the relations

between the two bodies were of the happiest nature.

One difficulty persistently presented itself before Great

Priory, viz : The existence of the Scottish Encampments in

New Brunswick. Conciliatory and argumentative interposi-

tion had alike failed, and the only course remaining open was

to interdict them from fraternal intercourse. A disposition on

the part of the United States Fratres to acknowledge the

standing of the Scottish Encampments, while admitting the

territorial sovereignty of Canada, seemed likely to further com-

plicate matters. This was exhibited in the following letter

from the acting Grand Master of the United States, General

Chas. Roome.
282
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Okani) Encami'ment of Kniuht.s Tkmplakh df tiik

Unitki> Htatkh ok AMKKII'A,

Ottioe of the Deputy (Jraiul Master,

4 Irving I'lace, New York, .hily lat 1885.

^f. E. U'ilHamJ, li, Mttcheod Moore, Great I'rinr of ihe (heat Prior
ij

of Cauudd, Prescott, Ontario :

Most EMhNENT SiK ANi> Fhateu,— Right Eminent Sir Charles C^

llutchinaon, (irand Cumniander of the (irand Commandery of Knights

Templars of MassachuRutts and llhode Island, informs nie that Saint Omer
Commaiidery, stationed at Boston, has arranged to visit iSaintJohn, N.B.

,

upon invitation of the Encampment of St. .lohn, within the Territorial

'(urisdiction of the Ureat Priory of the Dominion of Canada, early in

Aui;u8t next.

The Grand Commander reipiests me to ask your permission for Saint

Omer Commandery to enter your Jurisdiction, and to visit their Fratres

of Saint John, in full Templar costume, with banners and music. By
^'ranting his request, you will, I doubt not, strengthen the fraternal feel-

ing which so happily exists between the Templars of Canada and the

I'nited States.

Your early reply is kindly re<iuested, to enable the Sir Knights of Saint

Omer to complete their preparations.

With sincere respect and regard, I have the honor to be. Eminent
Sir,

Courteously yours,
Chaules Roome,

Deputy Grand Master and Acting Grand Master of Knights Templars of

the United States of America.

How this communication wa.s dealt with will be seen later on.

To the Scottish Encampments the Grand Chancellor ad-

dressed the following communication, to which no response

was vou.shsafed :

Sovebeion Great Pkiory of Canada,
Ollice of the Grand Chancellor, Barrie, 2nd Dec, 18^5.

To George F, Pinder, Esq.,

Knights Templars :

E, C. St, Stephen's Encampment, N. B.,

Dear Sir and Eminent Fkater,— I am directed to inform you that

at the Annual Assembly of the Great Priory of Canada, held in the Mas-
onic Hall, in the City of Toronto, on the 8th July, 1884, it was unanim-
ously Resolved,—That the National Great Priory declare itself to be the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, having and holding absolute and
supreme jurisdiction over the whole Dominion, in all matters relating to

the United Orders of the Temple and Malta and appendant Orders in the
Dominion of Canada (see printed proceedings 1884, page 35), and H. R.
H. the Prince of Wales having surrendered all control over the Templar
Order in Canada, and the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the
United States having accorded full recognition and exchanged Represen-
tatives, the standing and position of the Sovereign Great Priory are now
beyond a doubt, and the whole of Canada is occupied territory. All
Knights Templars and Knights of Malta are now subject to obedience to

the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, the only legal supreme governing
Templar Body in Canada, and from whom all Templar Bodies must ob-
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tain authority to continue their work, othernrise they bbcome clandestini^

and are illegal. To those bodies in existence in Canada, previous to the
complete independence of Great Priory being assured and declared, I am
directed and authorized to issue new warrants, so as to pla^e them in a
legal position to continue their work (see printed proceedinp;s 1 884, page
51). In addressing you, therefore, and legally notifying you of the pro-

ceeding taken at our last Annual Assembly to proclaim, uphold and main-
tain the sovereign rights of the Great Priory of Canada, let me assure you
that every Canadian Knight Templar was actuated by an earliest desire to

have the most friendly relations with our Scottish Templar friends and to

welcome them most heartily, as they become associated with the Cana-
^dian branch of the Templar Order. R, Em. Sir Knight D. R. Munro,
Provincial Prior for New Brunswick, will cause this letter to be delivered
to you with a certified copy of our proceedings. Inviting your con-

sideration,

I am, yours courteously,

Daniel Spky,
Grand Chancellor.

A letter of similar purport was sent to Em. Sir Knight James Adam,
Em. Com. St. John's Encampment, K. T., St. John, N. B.

The Grand Master was prevented by illness from attending

the Second Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory

which was held in the City of Hamilton on the 7th July, l88o,

and the throne was occupied by the Deputy Grand Master,

R. E. Frater, Jas. A. Henderson, Q.C., G.C.T. Among those

present, were ; Provincial Priors Dr. Jas. Sutton, D. R. Munro,
E. A. Dalley, and P. J. Slatter. Grand Chancellor D. Spry,

Grand Treasurer D. McLellan, and the officers, past officers, and
Fratres A, N. Pettit, R. RadclifFe, Dr. Robert Ramsay, J. Ross

Robertson, Henry Robertson, L. H. Henderson, Donald Ross,

John Kennedy, J. B. Nixon, E. H. Raymour, Thos. Sargant, J.

B. Bishop, Wra. Gibson, E. H. D. Hall. Fred. Wilmott, N. T.

Lyon, A. Chatfield, W. J. Field, H. Lockwood, Geo. J. Ben-

nett, Henry Griffith, Joseph Beck, Rev. Fred. Bates, S. G.

Fairtlough, J. S. Dowar, R. G. Matthews, J. H. Stone, John
Parry, R. V. Matthews, E. T. Malone, Thos. Hood, VV. G. Reid,

S. W. Scobell, Robt. Hendry, Jr., John MoUoy, H. C. Simpson.

Wm. Hawthorn, J. Parker Thomas, A. McGinnis, W. H. Pon-

ton, J. A. Angell, W. R. Howse, David Taylor, Jas. Douglas,

T. J. Galbraith, S. Amsden, Geo. D. Adams, J. A. Grosscup,

Wm. Waddington, Dr. G. G. Rowe, E. H. Long, etc.

Three only of the twenty-six Preceptories were unrepre-

sented. A letter from H. I. H. Prince Rhodocanakis of Scio,

was read expressing thanks for being elected an Honorary
Member of the Sovereign Gi eat Priory of Canada.
The Allocution of the Supreme Grand Master was read by

the R. E. the Deputy Grand Master. It opened with a lengthy

obituary of one who had passed away from an active Masonic
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life, during which he had been counted among the warm
friends of the Grand Master, viz., Frater George Canning
Longley, Collector of Inland Revenue at Prescott, Ont. Of
him the Grand Master said :

—

In private life, he was an amiable and affectionate husband and father,

a kind and sincere friend, a retiring student, seldom to be found away
from home or absent from his library and beloved books, and possessing

an extensive collection of rare and unique works on all subjects.

He became a Mason in 185'2, and was initiated in a Lodge at Ogdens-
burg, State of New York, on the river St. Lawrence, opposite the

Canadian Town of Prescott, afterwards affiliating with the "Sussex"
Lodge, of Brockville, Canadian Registry, and the Royal Arch Chapter
there.

In his own village of Maitland, he subsequently established the " St.

.Jiimes ' Craft Lodge, and "Maitland" Royal Arch Chapter, also the

(iondemar Preceptory and Raymond du Puis Priory of the United Orders
of the Temple and Malta, in which I had myself initiated and installed

him first Preceptor and Prior. He was also a member of the Royal Order
of Scotland, and that of Rome and Constantine, and was Vice-President
(if the Rosicrucian Society, together with the various side degrees known
in Canada as Masonic.

The Grand Master then went on to say :

—

So many surmises and conflicting opinions have been advanced as to

why the Templar system was introduced into F. and A. M., and doubts
t'xpres-ed on the subject, that I feel it but right to lay before you all the

reliable information that can be collected. I have already shown that the

Ancient Templar Order and the Builders' (Stone Masons' Guild) took

their rise from the same source and in the same century,—promulgating
the same doctrines :—The Sacred or Holy Mysteries
On the suppression of the Templars, many of the brethren took refuge

and united with the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, afterwards
" Knights of Malta," and there preserved their secret doctrines. In the
progress of time, the Earl of Torpichin, in Scotland, became the head
of the Order in that country, who, at the Reformation, resigned his con-
nection with it and surrendered to the Crown the Lands and Lordship of

the United Orders, which ceased to be (in Scotland) a Sovereign Body ;

but the doctrinal ritual, it is claimed, was preserved, and carried to the
North of Europe, principally into Denmark, where it has been kept and
practised (though in secret) under the protection of Royalty.

I am persuaded that the Order of St. John, after the union with the

dispersed Templars, had such a ritual, indeed portions of it, I have every
reason to believe, I had in my possession, and f 'nd it an easy matter to

obtain evidence of its truths. Several private )apers of Judge Walter
Hodwell Wright (whom H. K. H. the Duke of Sussex succeeded as Grand
Master of the English Templars in 1812), given to me in Malta, with
many valuable documents from other sources, were lost chietly in the fire

of 1882.

Judge Wright's original papers on the Red Cross Order convince me
th%t he was aware of the ancient system preserved by the Order of St.

John.
While the progress of the Templar Order was advancing in rt,. - ,;~nt

and secrecy, the Builders' branch (Masonry) was progressing in the erec-
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tion of religious houses, pracaptories, monasteries, colleges, etc., for two
or three centuries, during which time the early members were removed
by death, and their places filled by " Builders" or Masons of the common
Order ; so that in the early part of the fifteenth century, the Builders
were formed into a " Guild," and the characteristics of their sacred doc-

trinal mysteries, which they had inherited, wt re forgotten and hmi, partly

from motives of prudence, partly from indifference and forgetfulness. The
earliest record we have of the mechanical Guild growing out of the Build-

ers from the Cloisters, together with their ritual, is A. D. 1549. ()a

examination of them, it will be found that they had but one decree, and
that purely mechanical or operative, although fully Christian {vide Stein-

brenner's History) in its teachings. When the revival and revision of

1717 took place, the Christian element of Masonry was eradicated, ami
Free and Accepted Masonry declared a universal doctrine and no longer
sectarian. There can be but little doubt that the desire on the part of

many of the old members to preserve its early Christian character led to

the introduction of the Modern Templar system being attached to Free-
masonry, showing that both originally sprung from the same source, and
were in possession of the same early teachings of the Christian faith. We
can, however, only consider our Templary an imitation of the Ancient
Order, rather as being appropriated than inherited.

This, then, would seem to be the true reason inhy the Templar Order
has been closely associated with Modern Free and Accepted Masonry, but

our English system has been always kept separate and distinct from the

Craft degrees, forming no part of them, and, conferred after the Royal
Arch decree, considered the climax of Masonry, the completion of the

second part of the Master's degree, separated from it and embodied in a

ceremonial of Jewish legends,—the production of the last century.

The Templar system with us is, therefore, nothing more than a Chris-

tian association of Freemasons, who represent and follow the traditions

of the Ancient Religious and Military Orders of the Crusaders, imitating,

as nearly as possible, their usages and customs, and strictly adhering to

their teachings and doctrines.

Until of late years, in all the discussions which have taken place as to

the history and object of Templary, its purely orthodox Christian charac-

ter was never disputed. Why, then, is there so much difficulty raised

about the Holy Trinity test ? No true orthodox Christian can bring for-

ward any feasible plea for its rejection, which has always been in-

sisted upon. Without this test, the Order is left open to the admissiuu

of members of questionable Christianity, who, from interested motives of

their own, may wish to join and assume a name which they actually can

have no right or title to, and whose latitudinarian views are but a travesty

on the religion of Christ.

The profession by a candidate of a mere belief in the Christian religion

is not sufficiently defined. The principles of Christianity existed cen-

turies before the Christian era, but not until then were its pure doc-

trines revealed.

As a belief in God is the essential condition of the very existence of

English Freemasonry, so is a belief in the Holy Trinity, Divinity' and In-

carnation of Christ the Jirst ebsential requisite of our Templar system. On
this fact it i* based, and without it there can be no true Templary. Those
who are unable to accept the doctrine, are totally unqualified for mem-
bership.

Let us, then, guard with jealous care any attempt at foreign innova-

tions, and strictly enforce the test.

li:
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Our American confreres have strongly commented upon this test, as

excluding " Unitarians," who are admitted to the Order in their jurisdic-

tiens. There the term " Unitarian " appears to include every shade of

opinion from some speculative diiliculty as to the wording of the Athana-

aian creed to the rejection of the Divinity of Christ.

Have we then, a right to admit them into a system purely and avowedly
Trinitarian ?

" How few think rightly of the thinking few
;

How many never think who think they do."

Masonry does not teach anything inconsistent with the Christian faith
;

at the same time it does not teach the " Trinity in Unity," as Christians

understand it. Further, it does not teach that T. G. A. O. T. U. is " Im-
raanuel

"—God with us, [Christ.] Templary is called the Masonic
Christian Order, but Craft Masonry is nut Christian,—it has but oue

creed, " Belief in God," and teaches the doctrine of the Resurrection.

Hence, the wide diflference from our Templar creed. Why, then, attempt
to interfere with its fundamental principles and very basis, by wishing ta
amalgamate its ancient doctrines with that of Universal Free and Accept-

ed Masonry, which would certainly destroy its meaning, intention and
usefulness,—reducing it to the level of a " Go-as-you-please " Christian-

ity, exposed to the insidious reasonings of the scoffer, the free thinker,

and sceptic, with whom philosophy takes the place of religion, substitut-

ing satire for reverence, and who, professing to be wise, reject Revela-
tion and deny God,—become fools !

I affirm that the Templary founded upon modern Free and Accepted
Masonry is a misnomer, and does not represent the Templar Order,
ancient or modern,—it is merely a Masonic military degree on Christian

principles, imposing on the careless crowd, with whom ceremony and show
too often usurp the place of truth—sacrificing to the love of popularity.

I cannot too strongly impress upon you that onr Templary, being essen-

tially sectarian and dogmatic, its whole object and tendency is to promul-
gate the Christian faith in its orthodoxy, which does not admit to any
argument, discussion or compromise,—widely differing from that of the
United States, where it has been totally changed since its first introduc-

tion from England in 17<>1).

There, up to the year 1814, the Order was not deemed Masonic in any
way, nor were there two Encampments that worked alike. The present
system dates from 1814 Reformed Rite, before that—179(i and 1797—pro-
claimed strictly Christian, and continued so until 1 836, at which time a
noted infidel, Richard Adam Locke, the author of the " moon hoax " was
made a Templar in Columbia Encampment, No. 1, and immediately
began to spread his infidel doctrines concerning Christ. He was after-

wards followed by others of like sceptical opinions, when latitudinar-

ian and self-constituted views of the Christian faith sprung up and
were discussed, which gradually introduced what was considered a more
liberal and universal system of Christian Templary. permitting the ad-
mission of " Unitarians " and members of the " Jewish " persuasion

;

and now only one Grand Commandery, that of Pennsylvania, retains

the test of the Holy Trinity, required from its candidates.

1 do not make these remarks (which can be proved by the records
and arguments brought forward and inserted in their Foreign Corres-
pondence Reports) from any wish to draw invidious comparisons, as I

already stated in a former allocution, nor for a moment doubting thai
the great majority of Templars of the United States are actuated by
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and feelings of Christianity, but from the necessity

difference so (palpably existing between the two

the purest motives
of explaining the
tiystems.

It may have appeared like presumption on my part, and be said,

what necessity is there for dwelling on and explaining the nature of
the Holy Trinity, when there are already such numerous learned ex-
positions on the subject i

My object has been to show you that the Templar system ^intro-

duced by me into Canada from England, has always required from its

candidates a declaration " That they are prepared to promote the glory
of the Cross, and that they are Christians believing in the doctrines of

the Holy Trinity."
I purpose now placing in the archives of this Sovereign Great Priory,

as an historical relic, the Templar Rituals I brought with me from Eng-
land thirty-three years ago, viz.: the revised copy of 1851, with that
of its original 17'.>1, A.D. , as used in the "Cross of Christ " Encamp-
ment, London, and " Naval and Military," at Portsmouth, together
with an old Scottish " Malta " ceremonial, from all of which our his-

torically corrected ceremonies of the United Orders of the Temple and
Malta of 1876 are derived, containing the whole of the old rituals,

but with fuller explanations, and there is no question that they em-
body the authorized English system since its first promulgation iu the

British Dominions.
I maintain that the United Orders of the Temple and Malta, or de-

grees of Templary in their late Masonic revival, are not a part of the
*' High Grades " of Masonic rites or degrees. The great objection to

these high degrees, as they are called, is " they are confusion without

a sequence," being a " pick up," as our neighbors would facetiously ex-

press it, a gathering together of fragments from the ancient and long for-

gotten system, which clever ritualistic manufacturers have appropriated,
placing interpolations upon them to suit their own views, and it seems
to have been the custom in the last century for " High Grade " Masons,
particularly French ones, to take possession of the names of "State

"

Orders of Knighthood and invent rituals appropriate to them, and then

confer them as Masonic degrees. There are numerous instances of this

in Oliver's list of Masonic degrees.

All Masonic writers of repute are of opinion that the best of these de-

grees, is the " Rose Croix," and singularly enough, this, with the " Ka
dosh," were Templur degrees, having nothing to do with the aggregation

of side degrees which compose the remainder of the rites. The " Rose
Croix" and " Kadosh " originally belonged to our English Templar
system, and were somewhat surreptitiously obtained by the A. & A. S.

Rite 33'^ on its establishment in England,
The " Rose Croix of Horodim," in the original form of the " English

"'

Templar, the next step after the Templar ceremony, possesses uimikr
characteristics, the object in both being the same ; the Templar perhaps

confining itself more to facts, while the " Rose Croix " displays more of

the allegory. The " Rose Croix," severed from Templary, has but little

meaning.
1 am quite in accord with old members who are united in opinion that

it never should have been separated, and I would be glad to see it again

restored to its proper place in the Sovereign Great Priory and worked, in-

stead of the non-Christian degree of the Babylonish Red Cross, so entirely

out of place, and without significance amongst the Templar degrees, but

to which a few Preceptories cling, where the American element predomi-
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nates, it being a part of their system, and only tolerated but in no way
belonging to ours, its great attraction consisting in its scenic Oriental

display and costume, and last, though not least, " regal banquet."
The Rose Croix, as now conferred, does not exclusively belong to the

A. & A. S. Rite 33^ of Canada ; other rites and systems claiming it with
the Kadosh—a degree referring to the suppression and persecution of the
Ancient Templars, which 1 do not consider of so much importance as the

"Rose Croix."

The Grand Master urged upon Preceptors the necessity of

attention to detail in the matter of conferring the degrees and
ruling their Preceptories generally. He instanced the Precep-

tory above mentioned as a case in point, where the Registrar

seemed to manage the affairs and assume the control in all

matters. Gross irregularities had resulted, and the Grand
Master had been obliged to suspend the offending officer. The
neglect to confer the " Malta " degree on candidates was like-

wise severely commented on as an evasion of the statutes and
a lack of justice to the Fratres who had paid their fees. The
removal of other Preceptories and the general awakening from
a condition of torpor were favorably remarked upon

:

Exchange of Representatives has taken place between this Great Priory
and the Grand Encampment of the United States. Our representative

near the Grand Encampment is R. E. Frater Theo . S. Parvin, of Iowa, a
brother well-known as an able writer and scholar, fully conversant with
and assenting to the doctrinal teaching of our system, to whom the rank
of Honorary Dep. Grand Master of Great Priory has been accorded.

Our oldest Canadian member of the Order, Frater Jas. A. Henderson,
of Kingston, Ont., G. C. T., the Deputy Grand Muster of Great Priory
la Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada), has been selected

by the Grand Master of the Templar Order in the United States to repre-

sent them near this Sovereign Great Priory.

Credentials have been prepared and sent to our representative near the
Grand Encampment of the United States, and that for their represen-
tative received, accompanied by a superb honorary jewel.

I regret to announce that our respected representative near the Great
Priory of Ireland, the Hon. Judge Townshend, G. C. T., of Dublin, has
resigned his office as " Arch Chancellor " of "Convent General," and no
longer takes ac^M'e interest in the Order. " Convent General" in Eng-
land still remains in abeyance, although it may be revived at any period.

The Grand Chancellor, in obedience to your instructions, addressed a
CDmmunication to the Scottish Encampment in New Brunswick, to which
he did not even receive the courtesy of a reply, but I learn thev have
applied, or are about to apply, to the Grand Encampment of the United
States for recognition as being under a separate jurisdiction from that of
tbft Dominion, making it a source of grievance that Great Priory had not
consulted them in the first instance and asked for their co-operation in the
formation of this Sovereign Body. I really am at a loss to see on what
grounds they base their complaint. Every concession to induce them
to join us, that was possible to make, has been offered them, after absolute
independence was secured

;
previous to that, it was an uncertain measure

that did not meet the views of the entire Body. I may remark that the

B



KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

Templar Body of Scotland has nover shown any desire to unite with those

of other jurisdictions, to promote the general prosperity of the Order, and
was the tirst to decline joining the union, so well intended, as the forma-

tion of a " Convent General " in £ngland.
Although I am personally opposed to anything like coercion or extreme

measures of the kind, feeling that every brother has a perfect right to

join and support any rite or jurisdiction he pleases, and much as I deplore

the jealousy and disputes now existing, by insisting upon an exclusive
" Sovereignty " of jurisdiction not being encroached on, I do not see how
your interdict can be avoided, as circumstances have of late arisen to show
that there can be no (Masonic) peace in any colonial jurisdiction with

more than one " Registry " existing within it. All experience proves this,

and all efforts in any other direction will prove fatal ; occasionally some
single Body or so for a time may exist, but must ultimately give way to

the ruling power.
As the six months expired bo near the time for the meeting of " Great

Friory," I decided to withhold your edict of non-intercourse, so that my
Viands might be strengthened by Great Priory re-aftirming its determina-

il ^:i to allow no intercourse to be held with the Templars who have treated

.iS BO discourteously.

1. Tlxe question which has arisen of residents in Canada going to the

United States temporarily, and there, without our permission, receivin;,'

!^e de /."^;.: ; I have ruled, that on their return to Canada, they are not

Ciititlod ti, V.j'-^me members of any Preceptory within this jurisdiction,

but must petition and be received in the same manner as any Royal Arch

Companion unacquainted with the Orders, paying the accustomed fees of

admission. This is necessary to preserve the distinctive features of our

system, and prevent members being admitted who might be objectionable

in the places where they reside and are best known.
2. A resident of Canada who has thus been admitted into the Order of

the United States may be{received as a visitor, subject to the " By Laws"
of the Preceptory visited, but cannot be afliliated as a joining member.

3. Members of the Order in good standing, properly certified from

foreign jurisdictions, are at all times eligible to be received as visitors,

and to be afhliated on subscribing to the usual test of the Trinity and to

the regulations of Great Priory.

4. An Eminent Commander from the United States, joining a Precep*

tory in Canada, cannot be returned as a " Preceptor " entitled to a seat

in Great Priory, and can only obtain rank as such in this jurisdiction by

being installed as a Preceptor in a Preceptory on the roll of Great Priory,

and must have served a full term of 12 months to retain his seat at Great

Priory.

5. A Canadian member of the Order, not afliliated in any Preceptory of

the jurisdiction, can only be admitted once in 12 months as a visitor to

meetings of Preceptories.

5. All regular Royal Arch Masons from foreign jurisdictions, properly

recommended, are eligible to be received as candidates for the Templar

degrees in this jurisdiction.

7. It is not necessary that members of the Order be subscribing mem-

bers to either Craft Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter, and suspension for

non-payment of dues in a Craft Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter does not

afl'ect a member's standing in the Preceptory.

8. Suspension in a Craft Lodge or Eloyal Arch Chapter of a Templar,

should be carefully enquired into and acted upon accordingly. No Tem-

plar whose moral character and integrity have been impvigned, and proved
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against him, is, or can be, a fitting associate in any Preceptory, and he
should no longer be permitted to remain as a member, but " cast out from
amongst us as having proved false and unfaithful to his vows."

9. 1 have been asked to decide which is the most correct term to ad-
dress a member of the Order, '

' Sir Knight, "
'

' Brother " or " Frater. " I

have long held that we have no right to the title of Knight, a rank in

civil life which the " Crown " only can confer. " Brother" or " Frater"
is the ocrrect term, the latter being the same word in Latin, commonly
used in mediajval times in the Religious and Military Orders, but does
not, nor is it intended to, convey any connection with the Roman Catho-
lic Priesthood. To my mind, where Masonry is concerned, the term
"Knight "is ridiculous, and what appellation can be more appropriate,

or better express the Christian character of modern Templary, than the
endearing word, *' Brother," or " Frater ?

"

10. Fratres, suspended for non-payment of dues, are not required to

refund subscriptions accrued between their suspension and re-instutement.

It is with pleasure I state that our Grand Chancellor reports the Chan-
cery out of debt, and provided with nearly everything necessary to work
the Body properly, but in consequence of the expenses attending the

issue of the warrants, the printing of the statutes and reprinting of the
Proceedings of 1878 had to be postponed.

For the future no innovations whatever can be permitted in the pre-

scribed laws and rules issued by Great Priory. It appears that in some
uf the notices of meetings of Preceptories, the name of an additional

officer appears, that of "Drill Instructor." There being no such ofhcer

on the roll of officers constituting a Preceptory, it must be discontinued.
Numerous oflicers were formerly attached to Preceptories, which were
expunged by the Committee on Statutes, and confirmed by vote of Great
Priory. Members of the Order can of course privately perfect them-
selves in military drill, music, dancing, or any other accomplishment they
may desire, but such are not recognized, nor officers provided for their

instruction, by Great Priory.

It will be advisable, and I would suggest to Great Priory, that in future
the Chancery issue three copies of the Proceedings to each Preceptory,
one for the use of the Presiding Preceptor, another for the Registrar, and
the third for the members.

I have much pleasure in acknowledging the receipt from the U. S.

jome months back, of a little book by H. B. Grant, entitled :
" Tactics

and Manual for Knights Templar," intended for the Templar Body of

the Republic. As an old military man, I have read it with much
interest, and consider it a most ingenious code of fanciful military
exercises, well adapted for the purpose intended—that of public pro-
cessions and quasi-military display, so much in vogue by the various
benefit and secret societies of all denominations in the United States.

I

Any allusion irrelevant to the Order, in an address to the Templars of

Canada, appears out of place, and I should not now do so were it not for

the apparent growing desire to imitate many of the features of the Ameri-
can Templars.

I cannot understand on what grounds military drills, &c., can be
introduced into our Specnlative Templar System, for, although continu-
ing and preserving the name " Religious and Military," from the Ancient
Orders of the Crusades, it has no more to do with a Military organiza-
tion than Speculative Masonry has with Operative, and however harmless
it may be in itself, has unfortunately become the chief attraction, to the

I

prejudice of the true object and interests of the Order, which surely
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does not require to be brought into notoriety by its members becominc
amateur soldiers, any more than Masonic periodicals are enhanced by
extraneous sensational tales and ridiculous anecdotes to make them
saleable ; unless, indeed, it is considered necessary to follow the example
of those fanatical societies, like the "Salvation" and "Saved" army
corps, who, by their mimicry of military customs, parades and uniform,
court popularity to recruit their ranks ; but which more frequently entail

public contempt, by appearing and conducting themselves, as tliat old

satirist, Dean Swift, expresses it :
" More like mountebanks than Chris-

tian men."
I do not, by these remarks, intend to throw ridicule upon any

society who, from disinterested, philanthropic motives endeavor, from

any and every source, to elevate and direct the mind to higher and purer

thoughts and line of cond\ict. " The truth may enter the heart by more
ways than one." And certainly, no man,—no method,—is common or

unclean that leads to the truth.

My own convictions are entirely opposed to outside show, gatherings

and processions, as grave innovations on the established order of thin<<s,

tending, as they do, to overshadow the true principles upon which Eng-

lish Templary is founded. At the same time, I am delighted to tind a

move has been made in the right direction, by holding conversaziones

and social reunions, where it is but natural the younger members
should wish to appear in a becoming costume, suitable to their pusitioit

and the usages of the time, and, as representatives of an ancient and im-

portant association, wear a more distinctive dress than the usual one of a

civilian.

I think it right to notice that some of the Masonic periodicals of the

U. S. are congratulatiug themselves that the Preceptories in Canada
have adopted the American Templars uniform, to the exclusion of our

true Templar costume, the white mantle and tunic. This, I am happy

to say, is not the case. A few members—whose sole object in joining

the Order, it would appear, was from motives of amusement and osten-

tatious display, have done so, on suti'erance and by permission of

Great Priory as an uut-door dress (the wearing of the mantle and

tunic being confined to the chapter room, unless by special permis-

sion) ; but the majority still adhere closely to the regulation costume

and badges, which have tiot been repealed by Great Priory ; and it is to

be hoped never will, and certainly not in my day as Supreme Grand

Master ;—the investiture of the white mantle and surcoat, or tunic,

forming a leading feature of our ritualistic ceremonial, which cannot be

dispensed with.

No member can be obliged to provide himself with an "out-door"
costume, nor to wear one unless it be his own wish.

The Grand Master appended the following valuable docu-

ment from the pen of a well-known Ma.sonic writer, which will

be read by the student with interest

:

To show the diversity of opinion as to the origin and intention of

Freemasonry, I quote the following extract from a letter to me by a friend

and brother, an admitted reliable antiquarian Masonic authority, which

may be found interesting :

—

(i^..* * "My idea is that between 540 B. C. and 536 B.C.,

three great men met in Babylon. These three were : Daniel (the Pro-

phet), Pythagoras, and Confucius. Daniel, you will find, was the great
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Chief of Babylon in 536 B.C., when the Jews in that year began to return

and the second Temple was finished, 519 B.C. Now Daniel died 534 B.

C

If the Jews were returnins; in 536 B.C., and going to re- build the Tem-
ple, of course there must have been a great commotion in con8e>|uonce,

and my idea is that these three founded something to commemorate the

building and glory of the first Temple, and this was carried back to Jeru-

salem, where * Pythagoras ' afterwards went, ' Confucius ' going last, and
Daniel dying. Of course, this is vastly different from our present system
and was one degree. If this be not the orizin, how learn we the building

of the Temple, &c. ? and how is it we find everywhere a Jew and Free-

masonry ? Was it that this degree was foimded for the purpose of keep-

ing proof of the Bible account 1—same as the 'Moabitish ' Stone which
refuted * Colenso ?

' and since, we learn had formed the original Baby-
lonish library, which confirms Daniel, and many other parts of Holy Writ.

My idea being, the Almighty always sent three witnesses : — 1 . The Bible

;

2. Jews ; and 3. Freemasonry, and some other, such as the Moabitish
Stone. Why so ? Who dare, or can tell ?

" Now, how Freemasonry got into Great Britain, who can tell ? But
my idea is that it was known to the 'Jesuits ' and ' Jacobites,' and used
by both. They founded the Royal Order (of Scotland). This was the

first parasite. I think they also invented the second (2nd) degree, taking

it from the first. The third (3rd) and chair degrees, were certainly added
since 1717. But who did so? I cannot tell. Of course, during the dark
ages everything was Christianized, and hence the Virgin Mary, &.c., ice,

was introduced into the old charges.
" The next parasite was the A. & A. S. Rite, founded at Berlin, with

twenty-five (25) degrees, enlarged in Paris to thirty-three (33). Since
then, no end of parasites to make money for the masses and please fools.

Of course, I do not say their Rituals may not be good and sound.
" My idea is that a Jew can join us to the Royal Arch, and there vnds

Freemasonry. Of course I include in this the Mark Degree.
" It is sad to see the quarrelling and trouble th(>8e so-called High

Degrees give us, and I know too much of them. " * * *

Referring to the remarks of the Great Master on the action

or rather non-action of the Scottish Encampments in New
Brunswick, the Committee of Grand Council appointed to re-

port on the allocution, said :

" It is considered that^he time has arrived when the declaration of

non -intercourse nith the Scottish Encampments of N. B. should be issued.

The Supreme Grand Master has acted towards them in a kind and courte-
ous manner, and no response being had to the communication sent, it

only now remains for this Great Priory to take active and decisive steps.

"

From New Brunswisk itself the Provincial Prior, R. E.

Frater Munro, reported that the " Union de Molay " Precep-
tory was staunch, but it required the moral and emphatic sup-
port of Great Priory.

Adverting to the condition of Templar Masonry in this jurisdiction,
the Union de Molay Preceptory nnd Priory is the only one in New Bruns-
wick to uphold the standard of the Great Priory of Canada. It has on
its roll some of the most zealous and influential in Masonic circles in the
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community, and although as a Preceptory under Canadian rulo it ig

heavily handicapped compared with the nominal recjuirements unacted of

the other Encampments here under the Chapter General of Scotland, it in

hoped that by patient progress and the abnegation of self and all personal

motives it will maintain its position and intlnence for good.

The number of Fratrea on the roll of the Union de Molay Preceptory

is found to be about the same as returned last year. A better showiiii; in

expected to be made in future.

It was hoped that ere this there would have been some Knightly mode
of adjustment of the question of divided Templar jurisdiction hero with-

out recourse to a forward movement, but correspondence and all yielding

measures have failed to induce a withdrawal or surrender of the Scottish

Encampment warrants, and from the preliminary skirmishes already had,

it is not improbable that to meet the exigencies a conHict will inevitably

follow. I apprehended what is likely to result, but anything less than

abdication will not satisfy, as it is undesirable that the peace of this jur-

isdiction should continue to be disturbed by a foreign body in a territory

conceded by nearly all Peers of the Knightly Order as belonging to the

Great Priory of Canada. No argument can weaken this or wake it ap-

pear other than that the occupation of this jurisdiction by two Encainp-

ments owing fealty to the Chapter General of Scotland, is a breach of

Masonic comity fraught with danger to the union and liberty of chivalrio

Masonry, imperilling the Sovereignty of the Great Priory of Canada ; and

this is too important a part of Canada to be lost or imperilled without a

struggle to render it impossible for any Grand Body outside of Canada to

have authority or exist in this land of ours. Many remarks have been

made to impress the Fratres and unless measures be taken the

name of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada ia a misnomer. At no

time shall we look upon the issuance of an edict as being more inter-

esting than now.
Another and slighter cloud is visible in the expression, allusion being

made, that with some the edict may be futile. Time will tell.

" Saint Omer " Commandery, K. T. , of Massachusets, one hundred in

the company, will visit the city in August. They come at the invitation

of the Encampment of " St. John," S. R. " Saint Omer " will be cordi-

ally welcomed on both sides, as many of the members are well-known to

the Fraters of the Union de Molay Preceptory.

The Chairman of the Committee on " the condition of the

Order of the Temple in Canada " supplemented these by the

following :

The Provincial Prior of New Brunswick, an earnest worker, R. E. Sir

Knight D. B. Munro, in a very concise report tells us that Union de

Molay Preceptory still upholds the standard of this Great Priory and that

on its roll we have many tried and trusty Sir Knights, (i rand Council

regrets that the cause of Templarism suffers in this Dominion from the

fact that a foreign organization still holds sway on our soil, and your

Council trusts that such steps will be taken as will at once and forever

show that the Great Priory of Canada is the only duly constituted, legit-

imate and sovereisin body in the Dominion of Canada. The interests

which we hold so dear must not be imperilled, and the knowleds^e that the

Sovereign Great Priory of Canada is the peer of the General Grand En-

campment of the United States, the Convent General of England and the

Chapter General of Scotland, should convince those who occupy our



VINDICATION OF SOVEREIGN (iREAT PRIORY. 295

ftdian rule it jg

nents onacted of

of Scotland, it in

and all personal
id.

^olay Precoi)tory

tetter showiii<{ in

Knightly mode
ction hero with-

and all yielding

r of the .Scottish

hes already had,

t will inevitably

(rthing less than

eace of this jur-

iy in a territory

belonging to the

I or make it ap-

by two Encamp-
is a breach of

erty of chivalric

of Canada ; and
rilled without a

ide of Canada to

narks have been

be taken the

momer. At no

ing more inter-

allusion being

tell.

ne hundred in

the invitation
' will be cordi-

well-known to

[dition of the

lese by the

ker, K. E. Sir

Ihat Union de

(riory and that

lirand Council

lion from the

[oil, and your

le and forever

ftituted, legit-

rhe interests

ledee that the

\b\. Grand En-

gland and the

occupy our

territory that we hold sovereign power and rights which must be respect-

ed. We ask for ourselves what we are willing to grant to others, and no
encroachment upon our territory can be permitted. The Provincial

Trior in concluding his report alludes to the visit of an American
Kncampment, St. Omer, of Massachusetts, to St. John, in August
next. Grand Council trusts that our American Fratres will not lend

themselves to any act that will tend to distiirb the cordial friendship

which for so long has existed between the General Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States of America and the Great Priory of

Canada.

From these and other similar utterances it was clear that

the rights and position of the Sovereign Great Priory must be

vindicated. The following important resolution was ac-

cordingly put to Great Priory and adopted :

Timt, %vltereas, at the Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada, held at Toronto, Ontario, on the 8th July, 1884, it was Re-

nulved,—
'' That the Grand Encampment of the United States, as well as the

Grand Commanderies of the respective States of the Union, be requested

to issue a circular to the Fratres within the Jurisdiction of the United
States of America, setting forth the fact that the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada, now of right enjoys the full, sole, and absolute

control and jurisdiction over the Order of Knights Templars within

the whole Dominion of Canada, and that the Knights Templars of the

said United States of America be respectfully requested to take such
measures as may promote the interests of its sister authority on this con-

tinent," and it was also

Resolved,—That the Grand Chancellor be, and is hereby authorized
and directed, under the direction of the Most Eminent the Supreme
Grand Master, to issue Preceptory Warrants to either or both of the

Encampments of Knights Templars now under the jurisdiction of the

Chapter General of Scotland, and working within the Province of New
Brunswick, in the Dominion of Canada, upon such terms and conditions

as, within the Constitution of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada,
may harmonize with the views of the Fratres of these Encampments of

Kniuhts Templars, respectively ; and that should the correspondence
fail to secure the surrender of the warrants within six months from date,

the Supreme Grand Master shall issue an edict declaring non-intercourse
with all Templar bodies meeting in Canada and holding warrants from
any authority but this Sovereign Great Priory, and with all Knights
Templars and Knights of Malta, made within or by such bodies as shall

then be declared illegal.

And v:hereas replies have not been received to the communications ad-
dressed to the St. John and St. Stephen Encampments, now working in

the Province of New Brunswick, in violation of the rights of this Sover-
eign Great Priory, therefore, be it

Resolved,—That from and after the passing of these resolutions, all

Templar intercourse between Fratres owing allegiance to the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada, and members of the said Encampments of St.

•John and St. Stephen, working under the authority of the Chapter
General of Scotland, is prohibited ; and the said Encampments are here-
by declared to be irregular and clandestine ; and all persons hereafter
made, or attempted to be made Knights Templars, Knights of Malta
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and appendant Orders, in the said Encampments, are illegal and clan.

destine.

Resolved,—That hereafter no Proceptory of this jurisdiction shall.

without the consent of the Sovereign Great Priory, admit as a visitor, or

receive as a member, any person who is now or may hereafter beci>iii«> a
member of either of the said Encampments, now working in New Hruntt-

wick, under authority of the Chapter Cjoneral of Scotland.

Resolved,—That the Grand Chancellor notify the Pr -ories and
Priories working under the Sovereign (treat Priory o ada, the
Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the Unit^^ ^States, the
Grand Commanderies of the several States and territories ; the Convent
General of England and Wales and its dependencies, and the Groat
Priories of England and Ireland, of this our solemn act and declaration

of non intercourse with the Scottish Encampments of Knights Temphirs,
and all members thereof, now working in the said Province of New
Brunswick.

And as a reply to the request contained in the communica-
tion from the Acting Grand Master of the General Grand
Encainpment of the United States, it was resolved :

That with reference to the communication from the acting Grand
Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the

United States, regarding the proposed visit of St. Omer Commandery, of

Boston, Massachusetts, to New Brunswick, the Grand Chancellor be

instructed to forward to him a copy of the resolutions j ^t adopted,
with an intimation, that in view of the action taken by *' Sovereign

Great Priory, he be respectfully requested to use his infli with St.

Omer Commandery, so that nothing may be done whiuu ght com-
plicate Templar matters in Canada, or impair the friendly feeling now
existing between the Knights Templars of the United States and the

Knights Templars of Canada, owing obedience to this Sovereign Great
Priory.

Reasonable and courteous communications having been

studiously ignored by the Fratres ofthe Scottish Encampments,
who were likewise deaf to all conciliatory advances on the

part of the New Brunswick Fratres, this unpleasant matter

had now reached a phase even the less sanguine did not at the

outset conceive. Perhaps the ugliest feature in the episode was

the utter absence of even the faintest approach to meet the

Canadian Fratres half way. The issuance of an edict of non-

intercourse was avoided as long as it was possible to stretch the

limits of forbearance. Rank indifference to even common
courtesy on their part was too much for ordinary patience, and

for the result no one was to blame but the Fratres of the Scot-

tish Encampments themselves, who could make a display of

brotherly affection for their neighbors of a different national-

ity, while rejecting with a hollow assumption of possession

and seniority, the well meant and genuinely fraternal advance*

of their kindred at home.
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It was in the early part of this memorable year that the

discontented Half-breeds of the North-west, instijijated by that

arch traitor, Louis Riel, and his dupes, broke out into rebellion

and committed atrocities which demanded prompt and vigor-

ous punishment. The call to arms was nobly responded to

from every part of the Dominion, and Canada's volunteers,

under circumstances of hardship and difficulty that would have
severely tried the staying power of veteran warriors, accomp-
lished that which they were sent out to do. Among the de-

fenders were several members of the Order of the Temple. To
commemorate the event and to show that their Kratres were

not unmindful of their sacrifices, the following resolution wa-.

submitted and carried unanimously :

That the Sovereign Great Priory of KniKhts Templars of Canada, now
assembled in annual session, take this opportunity of recording heartfelt

thanks for the services of our gallant kinsmen, who, a few mouths ago,

were called to arms to repress the actions of misguided men, rebels

against constituted authority, who have spread ruin, desolation and death
in the youngest and fairest portion of this Dominion. To these citizen-

soldiers, who so gallantly took up arms at their country's call, this Great
Priory extends the fullest meed of gratitud< , and to the Sir Knights,
members of our own Body, who fought so nobly, and whose deeds have
been heralded throughout the land, we desire specially to pay a tribute of

honor for the true valor they have shown, in defending, unconscious of

all danger, our hearts and homes, facing death with resolute courage, the
heritage of those who, wherever our flat.' floats, have shown themselves
worthy of our ancestors in the land beyond the 8t>it.

The following documents were presented from the Grand
Encampment of the United States, recognizing the indepenii-

ence of Great Priory :

—

To all the Constihient Ch-and Commanderiea, atid all Subordinate Command-
eries holding Charters from the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar.^

of the United States, Greeting :
—

Know Ye, That whereas, by satisfactory documentary evidence official-

ly received by us, it appears that the " National Great Priory of Canada"
has, with the consent and approval of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales,
Supreme Grand Master of the Order, been absolved and discharged from
all allegiance to the " Convent General of the United Orders of the Temple
and Malta in England and Wales," as shown by his manifesto, bearing
date the 17th day of April, ]?84, and has, by the adoption of a new Con-
stitution, been constituted " The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada," with
M. E. Sir Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, Grand Master,
ad vitam, with jurisdiction over the whole Dominion of Canada.
And Whereas, This Sovereign Great Priory has received official

recognition by the officers of the " Convent General of England and
Wales."

Be it, Therefore, Known to you, and all Knights Templars under our
jurisdiction, that we, Robert Enoch Withers, Grand Master of Knights
Templars in the United States of America, do now, and hereby proclaim
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our official recognition of the " Sovereign Great Priory of Canada," as a
Sovereign and Independent body, of which
M. E. Sir Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., is

Supreme Grand Master ; R. E. Sir Knight James A. Henderson, Q.C.,
G.C.T., is Deputy Grand Master ; and R. E. Sir Knight Daniel Spry, of

Barrie, Ontario, is Grand Chancellor.
And Whereas, It has further been communicated to us, by the Supreme

Grand Master aforesaid, that it is his desire—and that of the Sovereign
Great Priory—to establish a more cordial and intimate knightly relation

between the *' Sovereign Great Priory of Canada " and the Grand En-
campment of the United States, and in furtherance of this end, ho hath
duly commissioned iSir Knight Theodore Sutton Parvin, of Iowa, as the
Grand Kepresentative of the "Sovereign Great Priory of Canada " near
this Grand Encampment.

JNTottJ Therefore, IVe, The Grand Master of Knights Templars in the

United States, do announce, that in cordial response to this action, have
appointed and commissioned R. Sir Knight James A. Henderson, Q.C.,

G.C.T., of Ontario, as our (irand Representative near the " Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada."
Done at Wytherville, Virginia, this 12th day of September. A.D. 1884,

A. O. 760.

By the Grand Master.

Attest,—My hand, and the seal of the Grand Encamp-
[i.. s.

] ment of the United States, this 25th day of Sep-

tember, A.D. 1884, A. O. 700.

T. S. Parvin,
Grand Recorder.

R. E. P'rater James A. Henderson, Deputy Grand Master,

presented his Credentials, as Representative of the CJrand Kn-

campment of Knights Templars of the United States, and wa.s

received and saluted with Grand Honors.
To Canada's representative near the Grand Encampment of

the United States it was resolved to present a suitable jewel

in keeping with his high position.

The Gi-and Chancellor was authorized to issue the following

order :

—

To all Prf'sidmg Preceptors ojf Preceptories on the Register of the Great

Priory of Canada, Greeting :

—

Eminent Fratbes,—I am commanded by M. E. Frater W. J. B. Mac-

Leod Moore, G.C.T., Supreme Grand Master, to notify you that Precep-

tories desiring to leave this jurisdiction, for the purpose of viBitin<r any

foreign Preceptory or Grand or Subordinate Commandery, it will be neces-

sary to obtain the consent of the Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-

ment of the United States,—such consent to be obtained by applying to

the Supreme Grand Master of Knights Templars of Canada, through the

Grand Chancellor,—as it is not considered proper for a foreign Masonic

Templar body to enter the territories of another Grand Body, without the

consent of the authorities of such jurisdiction.

All Templars of this obedience will take notice and govern themselves

accordingly.
By command of the Supreme Grand Master.

[seal.] DANiBTi Spry.
Grand Chancellor.
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A copy of Great Priory's fulmination against the Scottish

Encampments is herewith given.

ti

SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA,

OF THE

United Religions and Military Orders of the Temple, and St. John of

Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and. Malta.

:5 i

1 themselves

SUPREME liKAND MASTER S OFFIl'E,

Prescott, Ont., October 27th, 1885,

To all Knvjhts Templars in obedience to the Sovereign Great '.'riory of
Canada:—

Whereas the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada was duly formed at

Toronto, on the 8th day of July, 1884, by the representatives of all the

Preceptories but one (see Proceedings of 1884, pp. and 7), then existing

in the Dominion of Canada, in National Great Priory assembled ; and
that Preceptory, before the last Annual Assembly of this Sovereign Great
Priory, enrolled itself under the banner of the Sovereign Great Priory.

Whereas this Sovereign Great Priory there declared itself to be the sole

legally-constituted Sovereign Grand Templar Body, exercising absolute

and supreme jurisdiction over the whole Dominion of Canada, in all mat-
ters relating to the United Orders of the Temple and Malta, and Appen-
dant Orders

;

Whereas H. R. Highness the Prince of Wales, Grand Master of Con-
vent-General of the United Order of the Temple and Malta, and the Hon.
J. E. Withers, the M. E. the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment
of the Knights Templars of the United States, have recognized this Sove-
reign Great Priory as being lawfully constituted

;

Whereas, notwithstanding these circumstances, there exist in the Pro-

vince of New Brunswick, two Encampments of Knii^hts Templars, viz.,

the St. John Encampment, at St. John, and St. Stephen Encampment, at

St, Stephen, within the territory of this Sovereign Great Priory, which
do not recognize its authority, but continue to hold allegiance to a foreign

body, the Chapter General of the Religious and Military Order of the

Temple for Scotland, and profess to obey its behests, and persist in violat-

ing this territory of the Sovereign Great Priory
;

Whereas at the Annual Assembly of this Sovereign CJreat Priory, held

at Hamilton, Ontario, on the 7th July, 1885, it was unanimously
Resolved,—That from and after the passing of these resolutions, all

Templar intercourse between Fratres owing allegiance to the Sovereign
(ireat Priory of Canada, and members of the said Encampments of St.

John and St. Stephen, working under the authority of the Chapter Gen-
eral of Scotland, is prohibited ; and the said Encampments are hereby
declared to be irregular and clandestine ; and all persons hereafter made,
or attempted to be made. Knights Templars, Knights of Malta, and ap-

pendant Orders, in the said Encampments, are illegal and clandestine.

> I
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Resolvei>,—That hereafter no Preceptory of this jurisdiction shall,

without the consent of the Sovereign Great Priory, admit as a visitor, or

receive as a member, any person who is now or may hereafter become a

member of either of the said Encampments, now working in New Bruns-
wick, under authority of the Chapter General of Scotland.
Resolved,—That the Grand Chancellor notify the Preceptories and

Priories working under the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templars of the United States, the Grand Com-
manderies of the several States and Territories ; the Convent General of

England and Wales, and its dependencies, and the Great Priories of Eng-
land and Ireland, of this our solemn act and declarutinn of non-inter-

course with the Scottish Encampments of Knights Templars, and all

members thereof, now working in the said Province of New Brunswick.
Therefore be it Known to You, that I, by virtue of the authority

invested in me as Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada, of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta, and appendant
Orders, and by virtue of the action of this Sovereign Great Priory, dr

hereby declare and proclaim all Encampments, Commanderies, Precep-

tories, and Priories, holding allegiance to any Foreign Grand Templar
Body, to be irregularly and illegally existing in the Dominion of Canada

;

and I hereby further declare and proclaim ail Templar intercourse to

BE suspended, and to cease, between this Sovereign Great Priory and its

subordinate Preceptories, and all Knights Templars in obedience thereto,

and such other Templar bodies, and all members in obedience thereto,

holding allegiance to any Foreign Grand Templar Body.
And all Knights Templars acknowledging the authority of the Sove-

reign Great Priory of Canada are hereby commanded to hold no inter-

course, as Knights Templars, with any member or members of any Tem-
plar Body existing in the Dominion of Canada, enrolled on the Register

of any Foreisjn Grand Templar Body, or owing allegiance thereto.

And this Edict is to remain in full force and effect until revoked by the

Sovereign Great Priory, of which all Knights Templars of this obedience

will take due notice, and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Sovereign Great Priory, at

Prescott, Province of Ontario, Canada, this 7th day of October, A.O. 767,

A.D. 1886.
W. J. B MacLeod Mooue, G. C. T.,

Supreme Grand Master, United Orders of the

Temple and Malta, in Canada
Attest,

Daniel Spry,
Grand Chancellor of the United Order.

; 1 1



CHAPTER XXXIV.

Edict of Non-intercourse with Foreiun Templar Bodies Workino
(IV Canadian Territory.—The Scottish Fratres in New Bruns-

wick Circulate a Statement op Their Side ok the Quej,tion.

^'T was only when the rumour had gone forth that as
i^ a result of their ill advised contumacy an edict of

^ non-intercourse with the Scottish Templars of New
"^-^^J^* Brunswick would issue from the Sovereign Great
ife/m^ ^ * Priory of Canada, that they realized that the ex-

)^p^V traordinary position they had assumed required some
y^ defence.

They accordingly prepared a statement of their case, from
their own standpoint, and in the same month that the Great
Priory assembled, viz., July, 1885, caused it to be circulated in

the United States and amongst their own adherents. Indeed
these latter were requested not to make it public, and according

to the records, our Grand Chancellor was refused a copy on
making application for one. In this they were true to the re-

putation for discourtesy which they seem to have acquired.

They were justified in maintaining whatever opinions they
possessed so long as they believed they were acting in the right,

and with a decorous observance of the principles which they
professed as members of a Christian Order ; but throughout the
lengthy document which they issued over the signatures of
the Eminent Commanders of the Encampments, they oflered

not one word of apology or regret for their failure to even
acknowledge receipt of communications sent to them by the
Great Prior or his authorized otticers. That they were fully

cognizant of the progress of aft'airs in this Great Priory, and of

the regretful suiprise expressed at their continued and unex-
plained silence, is amply evidenced by their liberal use of quo-
tations from the " Proceedings." The arguments adduced in

their statement of objections are weak enough in themselves,
but joined with their lack of consistency, in this respect their

position becombs sadly untenable.

301
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The Chapter General of Scotland did not take the initiatix e.

presumably because it desired that the Subordinate Encani])-

ments should be left free to act in the matter themselves. The
exact position of affairs was submitted to the latter with the

reasonable belief that they would, at least, consider it and leplv.

That they considered it, is beyond doubt : that they lacked tlie

courtesy to reply, is beyond question.

Nobody denied to them the rij^ht to be loyal to their govern-
ing body. If they failed in that respect, they would have
proved a poor acquisition to Canada's Great Priory. Moreover
they were not asked, as alleged, to retire of their own acconl

from the allegiance which they professed so earnestly to uphold.

The conflict of jurisdiction in all its unpleasant aspects was
set before them. The right of Canada as a sovereign body to

undisputed possession of its own territory was fairly presented.

Their own isolated position was defined, and they were simply

requested to adjust the difficulty by appealing for permission

to come in under the standard of Great Priory, absolved from

their allegiance to Scotland, and prepared to harmoniously co-

operate with their Fratres in consolidating the Templar Order

in the Dominion.
The following is the document issued by the Scottish Fratres,

to which is appended a statement of the position of the Sovereign

Great Priory of Canada, by the M. E. the Supreme Grand Master

Col. MacLeod Moore, G. C. T.

The Encampment of St. John, of the Order of the Temple, holding of

the Chapter General of Scotland, and stationed at the city of St. John, in

Province of New Brunswick, Dominion of Canada, is required by recent

movements in Canada, to place before its Fratres everywhere, a statement

of its position.

It desires to do this in the true spirit of fraternity, and it does not desire,

in what it has to say, to weaken in any way the ties of affection whicli

should everywhere unite the members of a great chivalric brotherhood.

The Encampment of St. John was founded by a warrant issued on the

4th day of October, A. D. 1856, A. O., 738, by the Great Priory or Grand
Encampment of the Knie;hts Templars of Scotland, of wliich the Most
Eminent John Whyte Melville, of Bennochy and Straithkinuess, was

Master and Grand Prior, and which Great Priory was subsequently merged
into and became the Chapter General of the Order for Scotland, with

Frater Melville as Grand Master. No question has ever been raised

—

none can ever be raised—as to the legality of its foundation.

The Province of New Brunswick was at that time, and for twelve years

afterwards, a Province of the British Empire, whose Lieutenant-Governor

was appointed by Her Britannic Majesty. The Province has since entered

the Canadian Confederation, and is a Province of the Confederation. The
political situation does not, however, affect the matter herein referred to.

When the Encampment of St. John was founded, there was in the

Province an Encampment of Knights Templars stationed at the town of St.

Andrew, and held under the authority of the Grand Encampment of
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High Knights Templars of Ireland, which body ceased to exist when the
lodge and chapter at that place, held under Irish authority, surrendered
their warrants.

Subsequently, in the year 1872, an Encampment called the "Encamp-
ment of St. Stephen '' was founded at the town of 8t. Stephen, also under
Scottish authority, and that Encampment is still in existence.

Afterwards, or about the same period, an Encampment was formed in

this city, under the authority of the Grand Conclave of England.
Many years before the Encampment of St. John was established in New

Brunswick, a Scottish Encampment was instituted at Halifax, in Nova
Scotia, and it existed for a long period, but it 8ubse<iuent1y surrendered
its warrant, and received one from the Grand Conclave of England.

It will thus be seen, that following the course adopted as respects both
lodges and chapters, the Grand Bodies in Ireland, Scotland and England,
considered this, and indeed all the Provinces of iiritish North America,
common ground on which they could plant subordinate bodies alongside

of each other.

In the Province of Canada, there were in the year 1855 three Encamp-
ments of Knights Templars—one at Toronto, one at Kingston, and one at

Quebec—and these subsequently were united for local purposes into a
Provincial Grand Conclave, under the distinguished Frater, Colonel
MacLeod Moore, as Provincial Grand Commander for Canada, who held
his authority from Colonel Kemyss Tynte, Master of the Order of

the Temple in England. Frater Moore's authority, as representative of

the Grand Master in England, was confined solely to the English Tem-
plars in the then Province of Canada. He had no control over the Irish

branch of the Order, of which one or two Encampments then existed in

Canada ; nor had he a delegated authority, or any authority whatever, in

the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. The Honorable Alex-
ander Keith was soon afterwards appointed Provincial Grand Commander
of the English branch of the Order in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, but he had no authority over the Scottish branch of the Order in

New Brunswick or in Nova Scotia—nor did he claim to have any.
The Provincial Grand Conclave was analogous to the Provincial Grand
Lodge in Craft Masonry. The Provincial Grand Commander was analog-

ous to the Provincial Grand Master. Both were offices to which the
holder was appointed by some superior officer, and the holder could be
suspended at any time. Changes which took place in the governing body
in England, but which in no way affected the Scottish branch—in a meas-
ure raised the dignity of the Provincial Body in Canada. The English
governing body assumed the title of Great Priory of England and Wales,
and ceased to use the term Grand Conclave, and the governing body of

the English branch of the Order in Canada was called the Grand Priory

—

but it was still a Subordinate body. Colonel Moore was Grand Prior, and
in his new patent his territorial jurisdiction was extended. In his address
to the Grand Priory in 1874, he says :

—" By the terms of my patent as

(•rand Prior the whole of British North America is included, but as the
late Honorable Alexander Keith, of Halifax, held a warrant from the for-

mer Grand Conclave of England as Provincial Grand Commander for

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, it was not considered desirable during
his lifetime to merge those Provinces into that of the Grand Priory. The
death of this distinguished Brother and Knight, on the 17th December
last, removed the difficulty, and I at once wrote to the authorities in Eng-
land claiming those territories, and, in reply from the Grand Yice-Chan-
cellor and Acting Registrar, was informed that the Council of the Great

I
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Priory had at once decided that from the date of Provincial Prior Keith's

death, the territory over which he had presided came under my jurisdic-

tion. By this, two additional Preceptories have been added to our rull

and I trust that on the formation of our National Great Priory, the
Scottish Preceptory at St. John, New Brunswick, and the Irish one at

L'Orignal, Ontario, will be induced to join us—it being most desirable

that there should be no conflicting jurisdiction in the Dominion."
It will thus be seen, that in 1874, the jurisdictions of Scotland and Ire-

land were recognized aa equal to that of England, then represented in

Canada by Frater Moore. There was nothing at any time to prevent
the appointment, by the Grand Master of Scotland or the Grand Master
of Ireland, of an officer of the whole of British North America, with equal

powers to Frater Moore, just as there have been, and are now, three Pro-

vincial Grand Masters—English Irish, and Scotch—in many of our colon-

ies, holding authority in Craft Masonry.
The session of 1875 of the Grand Priory was held in St. Catharines,

Ontario, ia August, and the official record opens thus :
—" At the Annual

Assembly of the Grand Priory of the United Orders of the Temple and
Hospital U7ider the banner of the Great Priory of England and Wales,"

etc., etc., thus showing that up to that time Frater Moore represented the

English branch .only, and that the body over which he presided hcii a

merely delegated authority.

In 1876, the status of the Great Priory was somewhat changed. The
Prince of Wales, as Grand Master of the Order in England and Ireland,

the two countries having united under his leadership for Templary pur-

poses—with the advice of the Convent-General, by patent dated 28th day

of July, 1876, "created the Dominion of Canada—heretofore under the

jurisdiction of the Great Prior and Great Priory of England and Wales—
a National Great Priory, subject to its and our stiecesbors in office, and to

the Statutes, Laws, and Ordinances, for the time being, of the Convent-
General," and the patent conferred upon Frater Moore " the degree and
dignity of Great Prior of the Great Priory of Canada, with full authority

and jurisdiction within the Dominion of Canada aforesaid, according to

the tenor and forms of the S'^atutes and customs of our said Order, re-

serving and excepting, nevertheless, all things necessary to be reserved

and excepted to us and our successors."

Not only were powers reserved to the Grand Master, but the changes

made aflfected only that branch of the Order over which the Prince of

Wales presided. This did not, however, give Frater Moore any authority

over the Scottish branch, for His Royal Highness had no authority to

give. He could not convey a power he did not possess. Under this

authority, the Priories or Encampments heretofore subject to the English

authority, and to which they made return of their Intrants, became dir-

ectly subject to the Great Priory of Canada, and that bi;dy now assumed
the power to issue warrants to constitute new bodies, which bodies owed
to it allegiance ; but as the Great Prior of Canada derived his power
from the Prince of Wales, and as the Great Priory of Canada, which had
grown up from a Provincial Grand Conclave, was not an original forma-

tion, every Knight who owes fealty to Frater Moore, undoubtedly owed it

to the Prince of Wales also, as Grand Master of the English branch of the

Order, from which Frater Moore continued to derive his honors. Frater

Moore was in the positior of a Great Chief, who owes allegiance to a still

greater one, and all his subordinates were subordinate to the Prince of

Wales as well as to himself.
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The Scottish Templars in New Brunswick raised no question upon
these proceedings. It was no concern of theirs. They were glad to wit-

uess the growth of the Order under an illustrious Brother like Colonel
Moore ; and they were on fraternal terms with the great body of English
Templars in Canada, and throughout the Empire. But, notwithstanding
this, the Great Priory of Canada, not feeling sure of its position, and the
(irand Encampment of the United States, to which it had applied for '

recognition, having refused to recognize it as its peer, the Great Priory

j^assed a resolution detining its authority. At a subsequent Annual Ses-

sion in 1880, the Great Prior expressed his approval of this, declaring :

—

'

' 1 feel more than ever satisfied that the suggestion made by me, and con-
rirmed by your resolution at our last meeting of Great Priory, of declar-

ing our position as a National B )dy, and the peer of all other Templar
institutions, was the correct course to pursue."
From 1879, the Great Priory styled itself the *' National Great Priory."

hilt this was only a change in name. Canada is not a nation, but a depen-
dency, and the National (ireat Priory had no more real authority than it

possessed in 1878. The Great Prior still held his patent from the Prince
i-f Wales, and the Prince of Wales was the Grand Master of that branch
iif the Order in Canada—call it Canadian or English—precisely as Brother
.lohn Whyte Melville was Grand Master of the Scottish branch. The
Canadian Great Priory fully recognized that position. It knew that it

hid, through the Chief, taken the oath of fealty to the Prince of Wales as

(irand Master. Said the chivalrous and illustrious Brother Moore, in his

address to Great Priory in 1883 (showing that the Templars under his

authority were subordinate to another) :
—" Let us not forget that our

Royal Grand Master is the Representative of the Revered M )narch to
whom we all owe allegiance, and to whom our obedience, love and affec-

tion are due,—who has honored our society by declaring himself its

patron."

Besides, it appears to be strangely forgotten, that we cannot conscien-

liously absolve ourselves from the vows of allegiance which we voluntarily

assumed with the permission of the authority from whom they were de-

rived. The subject resolves into two propositions. 1st— It would be most
discourteous and unknightly to rudely sever our connection with the
Grand Master, more particularly as we have no cause of offence. 2nd

—

We have all sworn fealty to the Grand Master, and should not lightly

disregard these vows.
My vows oblige me as Great Prior, and my ambition soars no higher

than to remain, with willing and loyal fealty the " Lieutenant " or locum
tHmtt^ of my Royal Grand Master, which I look upon as the most digni-

tied and proudest position I can hold in the Order.
At the same meeting, however, the following report was presented and

adopted :

—

To the M. E. the Crreat Prior of the National Great Priory of the Domin-
ion of Canada, now assembled :

—
The Special Committee appointed at the last Annual Assembly of the

Great Priory, for the purpose of taking into consideration the question of

the independence of the National Great Priory of Canada, beg leave

courteously and un'inimously to report, that with the consent and ac-

quiescence of the M. E. the Great Prior, they recommend Great Priory
to request and authorize the M. E. the Great Prior, to prepare and for-

ward to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, the Supreme Grand Master of
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Convent General, an humble address, praying that " Inasmuch aa tlie

Great Priory has this day unanimously declared in the revision ot itA

statutes, its authority in and throughout the Dominion of Canada, nver
all bodies of the Order of the Temple and appendant degrees. His l{oyal

Highness the Grand Master will be graciously pleased to absolve thi»

Great Priory, and all otticers and Fratres, members thereof, from their

obligations to fealty to him as Supreme Grand Master, so that this Great
Priory may be enabled fully, and without doubt, to affirm and maintain
the position which it has taken upon itself as an Independent Great
Priory, etc."

The result of this appears in the year 1884, the minutes of the proceed-
ings of which open with these words :

—" Minutes of the Proceedings of

the Ninth and Final Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of

Canada, and of the First Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory
of Canada, of the United Religious and Military Orders of the TeraDle
and of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and of Malta, held in

the Masonic Hall, Toronto street, in the city of Toronto." This change
in title resulted from the following letter :

—

30 Upper Fitz William Street,
Dublin, 17th April, 1884,

Fery Eifjh and Eminent Great Prior,—
I have received and duly laid before the Most Eminent and Supreme

Grand Master of the United Religious and Military Orders of the Temple
and Malta, for England, Ireland, and Canada, your letter of the 21 at

December last, in which you report, for the information of His Royal
Highness, that the Great Priory of Canada has, for good and sufficient

reasons, resolved to sever their connection with Convent General, and to

constitute themselves henceforward as an independent body ; they, there-

fore, pray that the Grand Master may be pleased to absolve them from
their obligations of fealty to himself as their supreme head.

In reply, I am commanded by the Prince of Wales, our Most Eminent
and Supreme Grand Master, to say, that as the members of your Great

Priory have no doubt arrived at this decision after due and ample consid-

eration of all the circumstances of the case. His Royal Highness readily

and willingly grants your request, and hereby absolves them from their

allegiance to himself as members of Convent General ; and he will only

add, that in their new position he trusts they may have a prosperous

future.

The Grand Master further commands me tu say, that he has much
pleasure in acceding to your personal request to retain possession of your

patent of Grand Prior of Canada as an heirloom, which he does in slight

recognition of the great zeal and ability with which you have performed
the important duties of your high office for many years,

I have the honor to remain, V. H. and Eminent Great Prior,

Yours in the bonds of the Order,
(Signed), Fr. J J. F. Townshend,

Arch. Chan. Temp.

The Very High and Eminent Great Prior of Canada, Col. W. J. B. Mac-
Leod Moore, Priorial House, St. John's, P. Q., Canada.

Thus His Royal Highness absolved, as far as he could do so, the Fratres

of the National Great Priory of Canada from their allegiance to him, and

they were now in a position, for the first time, to take the preliminary
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peat Prior.

steps towards the formation of a Governing Body for the Order of the

Temple in Canada, with due regard to the rights and feelings of the
different branches of the Order existing in this Dominion.
The Scottish members of the Order.of the Temple in New Brunswick,

do not desire to raise now any special question of authority or jurisdiction,

but when their own legitimacy, after nearly thirty years of existence, is

threatened, they cannot help pointing out that the proper course was not
for the body, which had grown up from a Provincial Grand Conclave, with
authority only over English Knights Templars, to claim jurisdiction over
all Knights Templars in the Dominion, but that, as soon as the members
composing it were absolved from their allegiance, and were in a position

to act of themselves and for themselves, they should have taken steps to-

wards the erection of a new and original power on a secure and indisput-

able basis, by calling a convention of all regularly established bodies of

Templars in Canada, and erecting an independent governing authority
according to the recognized rules of Masonic jurisprudence. Suppose
for a moment a parallel case in Craft Masonry ; could a Provincial

Grand Lodge under England, gradually get an increase of authority
from the parent body, and eventually declare itself the Grand Lodge
of that colony, without calling in all the other lodges holding of Scot-

land and Ireland to assist it ? When the Grand Lodge of New Bruns-
wick was formed, there was in this Province a Provincial Grand
authority under England, and another under Scotland, but neither of

these became the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick. There was a new
formation. The Grand Lodge is itself a case in point. There was a
very influential Provincial Grand Lodge in Upper Canada, but it was
dissolved, and the Grand Lodge was formed by subordinates holding
from the different jurisdictions. Take another view : Suppose the
Grand Master of Scotland had, by degrees, raised a representative in

Canada to the rank of Great Prior, and the body constituted under
him had been able to get absolved from its allegiance, would the mere
passing of resolutions, declaring itself independent, and claiming the
territory, give it the territory, and force the members holding English
allegiance into its obedience i

It is the opinion of the Scottish Encampments, that the course adopted.
by all branches of the Masonic fraternity in this new world, should have
been followed in this case—an appeal made to the subordinate bodies, and
an authority created in which all the bodies of the Order might from the
first have been represented on equitable terms.

This not having been done, the Scottish Encampments fail to see that

they are summoned by any legal authority over them to surrender their

present status. They do not raise this important point to question the
lawful authority of the body, of which Fratre Moore is the head, over the
constituents represented in it. Apparently, all these constituents owe
him Templar allegiance and knightly service. Nor do they in maintain-
ing their right to exist under the Scottish authority, care to raise the more
serious question whether the body, of which he is the head, is a lawfully-

formed governing body of the Order of the Temple for all Canada. They
are not now concerned with that question—that is truly a question for

the careful enquiry and knightly consideration of the governing bodies of

Templars in the Masonic world having supreme original jurisdiction, be-

fore they admit the body now calling itself the Sovereign Great Priory
of Canada to inter-communion and exchange of representatives as though
it were their peer ; but the Encampment of St. John may justly aw,
whether—even supposing it were possible for the body of which Frater

'Pi'
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Moore is the head, to claim authority over the whole Canadian territory,
BO as to have the exclusive rijiht in the future to establiah new Kucanii

'

ments in Canada— it is a kind, fruterna), (hivalrous ace to pans a ruHolu
tion such as the following, almost at the very moment when theTtmplars
under Frater Mnoie have been able to pain their own ends by j,'ettiiij,' ah
solved from their allejiiai'Ce? These would not take the final step, wliicli

they felt, themselves authorized to take, lest they violate their vows
;

nevertheless, the following resolution was adopted at the 8e8si<iii nf

1884 :—
Pesolvkd,—That the R. E. the Grand Chancellor be, and ih hcni.v

authorized and directed, under the direction of the Most Kmineiit tin

Grtat Prior, to issue the Preceptory Warrants to either or both of. tin.

Encampments of Kniglits Templars now under the jurisdiction of tin

Chapter General of Scotland, and working within the Province of Now
Brunswick, in the Dominion of Canada, upon such terms and dnditionH
as within the Constitution of the "Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
may harmonize with the views of the Fratres of these Encampments nf

Knights Templars respectively ; and that, should the correspondence fail

to secure th- surrender of the warrants within six numths from date the

•Supreme Grand Master shall issue an edict, declaring non-intercourse
with all Templar bodies meetini; in Canada and holding warrants from
any authority but this Sovereign Great Priory, and with all Knights Tem-
plars and Knights of Malta, made within or ly such bodies as shall tlicn be

declared illegal.

Every member of the Scottish branch of the Order of the Temple in

Canada, admitted since the formation of the Encampment of St. .lohn,

has bound himself by his knightly vows of allegiance to conform to the

rules, laws, decrees, and all other acts of the Order of Knights Templars,
having their chief seat in Scotland, and to be perfectly obedient to the

Grand Master, in conformity with the regulations of the Chapter General
in Scotland.

The Templar's vow is in this respect a vow of personal allegiance and
fealty. It is not to a Grand Master—an indefinite person—nor to " the

jurisdiction within which 1 reside "—an indefinite or changeable jurisdic-

tion—but it is to a partic lUr Grand Master and to a particular governiui;

body. There was a time when " the Orand Master" meant Grand Mas-

ter of the whole Order ; but now there is no Grand Master for the whole

Order. The Scottish Templars owe allegiance to the Grand Master in

Scotland, just as the great maj-rity of Canadian Templars up to 1884 owed
their allegiarce to the Grand Master in England. The latter recognized

the fact that they could not of their own accord consistently retire from

that allegiance. Yet they ask the Scottish Templars to do what they could

not do. If our Canadian Fratres could oot take the final step without be-

ing absolved from their vows of allegiance, do they think that we can ?

In 1878, Fratre Moore, address-ing his Grand Priory, referred to the

Scottish Encampment as having been for ytars in existence at St. John,

New Brunswick, and while expressing the hope that they would have re-

signed their Scottish warrant and joined the Grand Priory of Canada, he

said :
" If the Encampment of St. John is unwiUing to rehign their fealty

to the Chapter General of Scotland, it would be unwise, and indeed unjvuf,

to adopt any coercive legislation in the matter." Again, in 1883, he refers

to the Encampment of St. John, and the desirability of their uniting

with the Great Priory, and remarks :—" It appears that on the subject

being fully discussed, they did not consider themselves justified in throfi-

ing oflf their allegiance to the Chapter General of Scotland, from whence
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they derived their Charter in 1857, considerably prit)r to the furmation of

("ireat Priory."

This statement of the position of the Scottish Knights Templars in Can-
ada is made solely for the purpose of placinjj before their Fratres every-
where a fair idea of their position. They are conservative adherents of an
iiuciunt Order ; they are intiueneed by no feeling other than that of

fealty to the authority which created them, and to which they owe faith-

ful obedience.

They respectfully and fraternally assert that the National Great Priory
of Canada has not any authority over them, or any lawful claim to their

obedience.

This statement is issued by the authority of the Encampment of

St, John.
James Adam,

Noble and Eminent Commander of the En-
campment of St. John,

Registry of Scotland.

St. John, N. B., Canada, July 2, 1885.

This statement is concurred in by the St. Stephen Encampment.

Gkohcie Pindek,
Noble and Eminent Commander of the St

Stephen Encampment.
Registry of Scotland.

St. Stephen, N.B., Canada, July 2, 1885.

n

u.

THE GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA,

Of the United and Miijtarv Orders of the Temple and
OF Sr. John of Jerusalem, Palestine.

Rhodes, and Malta.

STATEMENT OF THEIR CASE.

To ALL Knights Templars ;

—

The Great Priory of Canada has been compelled to declare non-inter-

course with two Encampments of Knights Templars, working in New Bruns-
wick, under warrants issued by the Chapter General of Scotland. These
two Encampments (St. John and St. Stephen) are the only Templar
bodies in the Dominion of Canada who do not recognize the authority and
sovereignty of the Great Priory.

The Masonic law of the exclusive jurisdiction of Grand Bodies wit^^hin

their respective limits, as universally admitted, adopted and acknowledged
on the North American continent, imperatively demanded this action on
the part of the Great Priory ; but it was not taken until every other
means had been tried, and every effort made to induce these bodies to

join in one harmonious whole all the Templars in Canada.
Since 187G, they have been constantly invited to unite with the Great

Priory. Offers have been made to receive them on terms of equality, and
other offers to allow them to fix their own terms, but all overtures have
been as constantly rejected. They have been fully aware for a long time,

that it was the intention of the Great Priory to maintain and uphold itn

I, I.

n
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jurisdictional rights, and it is only when forbearance has ceased to be a
virtue, and the interests of Templarism in Canada have become en-

dangered, that this final action has been taken and non-interconrse dp.

dared.
The Templar law of the United States fully recognizes the exclusive

jurisdiction of governing Grand Bodies, and the Statutes of the Grand
Encampment of the United States expressly declare, that upon the formu-
tinn of a State (irand Commandery, it is tho duty of every aubordiniiti-

within its jurisdiction to enrol itself under the banner of nuch (iruriil

Commandery, have its Warrant and Charter issued thereby, and obey Iim

Cr)nstitution and Statutes.

The Great Priory of Canada accepts the position, and is prepared to

join heartily with all other Grand Bodies on this continent in uphitld-

ing it.

The authority of the Great Priory, as having jurisdiction over the Do-
minion of Canada, is unotiestioned. It has been recognized as such by
the Convent General of England and Walep, and by the Grand Encani)i-

ment of the United States, with whom it has exchanged representatives.

The Scottish Encampments in New Bruiiswick themselves do not dispiito

its jurisdiction. Their only argument is, that they derived their exist-

ence from a foreign power, before the Great Priory had become independ-
ent, and that therefore any proceeding of the Great Priory is no concern
of theirs.

In view of the law of jurisdiction, as stated above, this position is en-

tirely indefensible. Whether the Great Priory was formed first or last,

is a matter of no consequence. The only (juestion would be :—Is it formed,
or has it a legal existence ? If so, then it is the duty of every subordinate

body within its jurisdiction to enrol itself under the banner of the Great
Priory, and acknowledge and obey its Statutes.

It is the concern of the Great Priory that there should be but one

governing body of Knights Templars in this jurisdiction ; it is the concern

of all Grand Bodies that their exclusive jurisdiction within their respec-

tive limits should be undisputed. It is the concern of every Kni(,'ht

Templar on this continent, that the law as laid down by the highest

authority should be universally observed, and it is equally the concern of

all the Knights Templars in New Brunswick that they should be in liar-

mony with the great body of Templars of North America.
Of the legal existence of the Great Priory of Canada there can be no

manner of doubt. A warrant is in existence (in Dr. Scadding's collec-

tion) authorizing the establishment of an Encampment of Knights Tem-
plars at York (Toronto^, in 1800. Another Encampment was formed at

Kingston in 1824, and revived in 1854. Others were formed « ''' "•

in 1854, and at Quebec in 1855. A Provincial Grand fJoncln

formed in accordance with the usual regulations and iih»

masonry, in 1855, with Colonel W. J. B. MacLeo- un
Grand Commander. This Grand Body was reci a Uj Omi
Encampment of the United States, and the edict of then G .id Mas-

ter enjoined upon all "subordinate and worthy Sir tv nights to hold no

fellowship or communication with any pretenders to our Or Vr, coming

from said Province and not hailing from the Encampments ' titkin<][ part

in ita formation.

The Grand Conclave continued as such until 1868, when, in conse-

quence of the political changes resulting in the creation of the Dominion
of Canada, the Grand Priory of Canada was formed, with Col. Moore
as Grand Prior.
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In 187<s the name was again changed to that of the (jreat Priory of

Canada, and adniission was gained to the Convent Cieneralon e(|ual terms

with the other Great Priories forming that body.

In 1884, the connection with the Convent (ieneral was severed, with

the full and willing consent of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,

the (irand Master and the head of the Convent (ieneral, and complete

independence secured. The Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick
had previously been again invited to join the Sovereign (irand Priory of

Canada, but they again refused.

The Great Priory having been thus formed by the representatives of

all the subordinate Preceptories in Canada (save these two) became, and
n(jw is, fully entitled to exclusive jurisdiction in Templar 'matters within

the Dominion. It will be at once admitted by all, that no foreign Grand
Hody can now lawfully create subordinates within its territory. That is

a position essential to exclusive jurisdiction, that no bodies subordinate

to a foreign Grand Body shall be permitted to continue to work therein.

The increase of power which has riuhtfnily come to the Great Priory,

carries with it the right to prevent the creation of subordinates by foreign

nowers, and it equally carries the right to prohibit the working of any
bodies not acknowledging its authority.

The doctrine of exclusive Jurisdiction, if accepted at all, must be

accepted in its entirety. It cannot be said that there is power to pre-

\ ent the creation of new bodies by outside authority, and no power to pre-

vent the continuance of bodies under outside authority. Such a position

is clearly illogical. It would contemplate a power with no power—an ex-

clusive jurisdiction that was not exclusive—a contradiction in terms, and
a situation that no Grand Body could assume without a sacritice of its

lignity and an emasculation of its rightful authority.

The Great Priory of Canada did not take its tinal action without due
consideration. Milder measures were tried and failed. Every induce-

ment consistent with reason was tried and failed.

As a last resort was non-intercourse declared, only when the general

1,'ood of Templarism demanded it, and only when it became absolutely

necessary in the best interests of Templarism in Cana la and elsewhere.

The Masonic powers in Great Britain do not acknowledge the American
doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction.

The Templars of the United States, however, have established that

iloctrine as a fundamental principle. They have asserted it in the
strongest terras ; they have acted on it and enforced it with all their

power. It is a law that is eminently suited to the condition of Masonic
ad'airs on this continent. It is recognized here as essential to the

peace and harmony which should at all times characterize Freemasons.
It prevents all the contention and ill-feeling arising from the interference

uf one body with the rights of another, and it has been accepted as a
rule which should govern all Masonic bodies.

The Great Priory of Canada desires harmony and the preservation of

knightly courtesy among all Templars more than anything else. It de-
plores the existence of anything approaching to discord. It believes that
its action in this matter was the only method to be pursued in the inter-

iHts of true harmony, and in the best interests of Templarism on this con-
ent.

he Great Priory of Canada, therefore, has every reason to expect,

h full confidence, the generous and cordial support and assistance of

its neighboring Fratres in its endeavor to uphold the true principles

iiich should govern and guide the destinies of our Knightly Order.

^M'
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It was with extreme reluctance and regret the Supreme Grand IVIastor

felt it incumbent to confirm the unanimous decision of Great Priory, by
issuing his edict of non-intercourse ; and did not do so until fully con-

vinced that he was upholding and maintaining the true interests nf

Templarism, by <)stabli8hing an United National Brotherhood for the

Dominion.
The political changes in British North America, which amalgamated tlit

Provinces into a Dominion, gave the first impetus to the establishment of

a National Templar Jurisdiction by the great body of Templars in Canada.
No question was raised or thought of, as to the legality of tlu

" Chapter General," of Scotland, or its authority to issue warrants.

Neither was objection made by the Templar authorities in England
to a concurrent jurisdiction in British North America, when they

established a Provincial Grand Priory for Canada under a Grand
Prior—and certainly it was not the province of the Grand Prior to dispute

or interfere with the acts and decisions of his Grand Master. When that

authority ceased, and the Canadian Body was declared an Independent
and Sovereign porer, a new era commenced, and the Great Prior, as

Supreme Grand Master, became the equal in rank and authority to the

(xrand Masters of other jurisdictions, and the Great Priory became the

sole governing body in Templar matters in Canada.
The progress of the Scottish Templars in Canada, an isolated body uf

New Brunswick, does not appear to have been very successful, never

having exceeded two Encampments. The last one instituted, that of St.

Stephen, in 1872, has had but a w> ikly existence ; and wus established

after that of the flourishing English ' Union de Mo]ay,"at St. John, New
Brunswick, composed principally of members from the Scottish Encamp-
ment there, who petitioned, in 18G9, the Grand Prior of Canada for a

warrant, which was subsequently granted by England.
It is sad to think that the mere sentiment of holding a separate autho-

rity to confer the Templar degrees under the jurisdiction from whence tin-

few Scottish Templars of New Brunswick derived their existence, should

be an obstacle placed in the way of the general good the imion of the

whole Templar body in Canada is calculated to produce-
This alienation of our Scottish Brothers is the more to be deplored.

connected as we are with them by the kindred ties of blood and country,

and a Templar system so entirely coinciding with our own

.

Wiser and more fraternal counsels, it is to be hoped, may yet prevail

at their deliberations, and the mistaken estimate on which they now base

what they consider their just rights to intrude on tht territory of the

Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, with continued opposition to her autho-

rity, cease for ever, and the object and teachings of the Christian Frater-

nity of Templary be fully recognized, and cemented by union and peace.

Attest,

W. J. B. M.\.;Lkoi) Moore, G. C. T.,

Supreme Grand Master, Canada.

Daniel Si"/.,

Grand Chancellor.

Barkie, 20th January, 1880.



CHAPTER XXXV.

Why the Edict was Issued.—Conciliatory Efforts of no Avail.—
How THE Order Progressed. — A Warrant for a Preceptory in

Australia.—Third Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great
Priory.

^^.>^^a OMPARATIVELY uneventful was the period which
p"^ followed the issuing of the Edict of non-inter-

course with the Fratres of the Scottish Encamp-
ments of New Brunswick. The circumstances of

' ^ the case warranted a proceeding; which all regret-

ted. A great fundamental principle had been imperilled,

and no other course was open to Great Priory but to

take the action which looked, yet was not, unfraternal.

On the shoulders of the Scottish Fratres themselves the re-

sponsibility rested. A desire on their part to amicably discuss

thfc question might have brought about other results. The\'

showed, however, no disposition towards friendliness, and thf

alternative was forced upon Great Priory. In the province of

New Brunswick the position of affairs, according to the report

of the Provincial Prior, remained unchanged. Those who de-

sired the welfare of the Order were anxious for a settlement of

the difficulty. The Scottish Fratres, however, maintained the

position that the ])r()vince was " unoccupied Temjilar territory
"^

and nothing would dislodge them from it. It would seem too

that they were active in their opposition and were aided by a

section of the Masonic press in the United States who support-

ed their contentions and championed their cause. Referring

to the course pursued by the Scottish Fratres, the report said :

It is interesting to note that the printed statement alluded to was is-

sued directly by the Encampment of St. John, and immediately placed in

the hands of those high in Templar authority in the United States, a
like favor, for reasons which, perhapy, can be explained, not extended to
either the Grand Master or Grand Chancellor, so it is said. The reply,

however, to that printed statement, when it did come, from the M.E. the
Supreme Grand Master, and the Grand Chancellor, R. E. Frater Daniel
Spry, dated 20th January, 188fi, published in full in the Toronto Eveumt
Telegram, CraftsmaH, ami other journils, was considered effective, clear,

ai:j
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and scholarly, the many points adduced so forcibly met, that Knights
Templars could not fail to be enlightened on the question at issue. Ah
the Grand Encampment of the United States meets in St. Louis in Sep-
tember next, an opportunity will be given to that body to consider the
<{UeBtion of encroachment of territory in this jurisdiction by the Scottish
Encampments. Viewing the proposed meeting; in any light, whatever
action may be taken, will be interesting and considered an event in the
history of Templar Masonry, as, doubtless, the members of Grand En-
campment have a keen comprehension of the scope and underlying princi -

pies involved ; that wise counseln will prevail, and a decision arrived at

which may facilitate an early settlement of the alienation between the re-

spective Knights^Templars bodies, before the situation becomes addition-

ally complicated ; that it will array itself |in favor of home rule in Tem-
plar Masonry for Canada, and by a statutory regulation declare that the

law in respect to territorial rights in America is immutable,—by so doing,

it will assist in knitting together all Knights Templars in the Dominion
under one governing power. Not that we desire that the Grand En-
camx>ment should make itself a party to the strict enforcement of right.

but of the reasonableness vith which the right is asserted. Already the

Grand Encampment of the United States has given generous recognition

to Great Priory, without condition or limitation, also exchanged Repre-
sentatives therewith. The only essential thing now looked for is the

heartiness of any action which will give practical effect to their own
cJoctrine of State and territorial rights. Let it be in accord with the

\j ipular sentiment of home rule in Templar Masonry. Failing in this, tlu

remark may be applied that it is not within forty rods of being what it

ought to be.

As I stated to you in my report A. D. 1885, St. Omer Commandery,
Knights Templars of Massachusetts, visited our city in August last in full

feather, band, and banners. The number in company was not so large

as I therein intimated it would be. Whether the edict issued by Great

Priory had a deterrent influence, I am not prepared to state. Those whu
came made a fine showing—were cordially received, and magnificently en-

tertained by the members of the Encampment of St. John, S. 11. Only
two or three members under our obedience joined in with them. It is

remarked that they did us no dishonor ; but it indicated a disposition to

think for themselves, and a disregard of fealty unbecoming, perhaps un-

thinkingly.

Two new Warrants for the opening of Preceptories were

issued in this year. One the " Malta " at Truro, N. S., and the

otlier the " Metropolitan " at Melbourne, in the colony of Vic-

toria, Australia.

The issuing of this latter and other Warrants subsequently,

originated trouble with the Great Priory of England whicli

claimed jurisdiction over the colony. The Fratres there how-

ever contended, and justly, that England by her neglect had

forfeited all such claim, and that Victoria possessed no govern-

ing Templar Body. Under the circumstances they were justi-

fied in applying to any Sovereign Templar Body that might be

pleased to comply with their wishes, the territory in which

they resided being strictly neutral.
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The condition of the Order of the Temple in Canada was at

this time most satisfactory. The committee of the Grand
Council appointed to consider the reports of the Provincial

Priors submitted a most gratifying statement, yet recommend-
ed that those officers should pay more attention to detail. The
want of proper inspection was responsible for much of the
laxity complained of. Of the New Brunswick difficulty it

was said :

The Grand Council feel that the matters in dispute have been so ably
dealt with in the statement of the case issued by Great Priory, that noth-
ing further can be said, save and except that we stand hrmly by the lines laid

down, that with the kindliest feelings to our >Scottish Fratres, we hold
now, as we have in the past, that we cannot permit any invasion of the
rights, privileges or territory ot the Great Priory of Canada. The settled

usages of the Craft are well known the world over, and the occupation of

territory by this Great Priory demanded that all foreign bodies within
its limits should, in conformity with custom, surrender their charters and
come under the obedience of the Sovereign Body. There can be no co-

ordinate power in the same territory, and the Grand Council confidently

look forward to the day, in the early future, when the Fratres of the
Scottish Encampments will recognize the fundamental principle under-
lying Sovereign and State rights, and, accepting the situation, join with
us in carrying out, in the true spirit of prosperity, the great work allotted

to us, as we journey through life.

The sudden death of Dr. Robert Ramsay, a name familar to

Masonic readers throughout the continent,was an event deplored

in Templar circles. To the Order and to Masonry he devoted
much ot a useful and active life, his literary pursuits especially

bringing him jiiominently before the Graft. Dr. Ramsay was
admitted to the Templar Order in the " Orient " Commandery
of Cleveland, Ohio, United States of America, in 18G8, and on
his return to Canada established the " Mount Calvary " Pre-

ceptory in 1870, at Orillia, Province of Ontario, having trans-

ferred his allegiance to the Grand Conclave of England and
Wales, subsequently obtaining the rank of a Past Grand Captain
of that jurisdiction; and at the assembly of the Great Priory

of Canada in 1883^ he was appoi^nted, in consideration of his

services, both through the Masonic press and otherwise, to the

distinguished position of a " Knight Commander of the Tem-
ple," one of the decorations granted to Canada by H. R. H. the

Prince of Wales. At the time of his death he held the office

of M. P. Grand Master of the (hand Council of Royal and
Select Masters of Canada. Dr. Ramsay was born in London,
England, on the 21st March, 1841, coming to Canada when
oMite a boy, with his father, the late Rev. Canon Septimus
Ramsay, M. A., a prominent clergyman of the Church of Eng-
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land, a Deputy Grand Commander of the former Provincial
Grand Conclave of the Templars in Canada.

There passed away too, during this period, two other active

Templars in the persons of Frater Daniel Collins of Maitland,

one of the founders of " Gondemar " Preceptory, and V. E.

Frater Samuel Kennedy, a past officer of Great Priory, whoso
death at Quebec took place in the previous December.

Illness again prevented the attendance of the Supreme Grand
Master at the Third Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great
Priory, which was held on 13th July, 1886, in the far western
town of Windsor, where, notwithstanding the great distance

from many parts of the Dominion, the gratifying statement
was made that twenty-three out of the twenty-eight Precep-

tories were represented, and the attendance larger, if anything,

than usual. A very cordial welcome was extended to the R.

E. Frater Theodore T. Gurney of Chicago, Past Grand Com-
mander of the Illinois Templars, whose comparatively sudden
death in the following November has been recorded with fi-a-

ternal sorrow, not only in the proceedings of every Grand
Commandery of the Union, but in Canada where his sterling

worth was as truly appreciated.

In addition to the Deputy Grand Master, R. E. Frater Jas.

A. Henderson, G. C. T., who presided, there were present

Fiatres Daniel Spry, G.C.T., David McLellan, J. B. Nixon, L.

H. Henderson, K.C.T., J. Ross Robertson, Thomas Sargant,

James Taylor, Henry Robertson, J. M. Stevenson, J. S. Dewar,
E. H. Raymour, Donald Ross, J. H. Stone, Rev. Frederick

Bates, E. A. Dalley, E. H, D. Hall, K.C.T., Henry Griffith, J. B.

Bishop, R. Radclitie, John Parry, James Douglas, Joseph Beck,

S. G. Faivtlough, George J. Bennett, Samuel Amsden, J. A.

Grosscup, J. G. Burns, T. Dubber, W. R. Howse, E. T. Malone,

J. Parker Thomas, W. G. Reid, W, H. Ponton, H. C. Simpson,

L. B. Archibald, G. D. Adams, J. W. Barringer, T. C. JVIac-

Nabb, I. F. Toms, Robt. Her.dry,jr., R. V. Matthews, John
Malloy, Dr. G. G. Rowe, A. McGinnis, David Taylor, E. E.

Sheppard, W. B. Doherty, R. McGuire, E. H. Long, Thos.

Robinson, R. Purser, F. G. Armstrong, G. W. Mason, D. E. Car-

ley, J. H. Hanna, J, S. Edgar, H. Johnston, J. W. Riggs, R. 0.

Brooks, J. H. Wilicinson, Daniel McLean, R. Dempster, Thos.

McGregor, Wm. Waddington.
The allocution of the Grand Master, which on this occasion,

as formerly, exhibited the most painstaking research and was

on a par with the many valuable lucubrations furnished an-

nually by that ardent Templar student, was read to the assem-

bled Fratres by the Deputy Grand Master. After paying sad
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and touching tribute to the memory of Dr. Ramsay and other

de])arted Knights, the Grand Master thus referred to the

odict :

—

I regret to say that the edict of npn-intercourae with the Scottish Tem-
plars of New Brunswick is still in force. The existence of Scottish En-
campments in the Dominion has always been to me a matter of indiffer-

ence, whether they remained an isolated body or amalgamated with the
English jurisdiction ; and none can deplore more than I do, the necessity

that Great Priory felt of issuing the edict, the principle of doing so being
at variance with the usages of Masonic law in England, by which, until of

late, in Templar matters, we have been guided, viz :
—" That a Grand

Body, by its mere creation, cannot invalidate subordinate bodies already
existing in the territory over which it assumes jurisdiction."

Great Priory, however, on declaring Sovereign authority in Canada,
adopted the " American System " of exclusive jurisdiction, for governing
Masonic powers, which was also established by the United States Tem-
plars as a fundamental principle. Such being the law of unanimity on
this continent, it appeared to me incumbent, and a duty to the ^'v;}iole

Order," on the part of the Scottish Encampments of New Brunswick, to

ji.in this Great Priory, after its separation from " Convent General," being
then an acknowledged lawfully independent governing power of the
Dominion. Although there is now no Grand Master for the whole Order
of every nationality, as in ancient days, every country claims, and it is

generally acceded to them, to have Grand Masters or Great Priors
supreme in their own jurisdiction. There cannot be the slightest doubt
that the " Chapter General of Scotland " would have released them from
their allegiance, as readily as H. R. H. the Prince of Wales had done
with us, if they chose to ask for it, but it would seem, that at all hazards,
they are determined to remain separate and isolated, by throwing obsta-
cles in the way of any amalgamation. The onus must therefore rest upon
themselves.

This is but a repetition of the old, much to be regretted, unwise, and
imnecessarily-provoked quarrel, by the Grand Lodge of Scotland with
that of Quebec. It is essential for Masonic peace and unity that one
Masonic power shall not create subordinates, or continue to exercise

authority over such as do exist, occupied by another independent co-equal
power. Even if the naked right existed, there are ample considerations
that forbid its exercise. This I think is now the settled Masonic law,
and alike applicable to the Templar system. Great Priory bearing all

this in mind, felt it incumbent at the very outset to assert its supremacy,
and at once put down any attempt at innovation of its rights, by issuing

an edict of non-intercourse with all Foreign Templar bodies in the
Dominion :

The Grand Master adverted here to the suggestion submitted
by Frater J.H. Graham to the " independence " committee, that
after the consent of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales should be ob-
tained to entire separation from Convent General, a Pro-
vincial Priory should be formed in each Province of the Do-
minion, the authorized representatives from each forming the
" National Great Priory," or, that if independent Provincial
Priories were not advisable, that all the Preceptories in the

iiiii
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Dominion be invited to send to a Convention held therofoi

duly accredited representatives to form a Great Priory for tin

Dominion as before.

The Grand Council and Fraties, however, thought other-
wise, believin*;' that details of minor importance should bf
regulated after the securing of independence, " never suppos-
ing," as the Grand Master put it, " there could arise any diffi-

culty with the two Scottish Encampments of New Brunswick.
ivlio had allowed it to he understood that when independeho'
was obtained they would give the matter favourable consich ni-

tiov."
" The course pursued," said he, " appears to have been tlie

wisest, as it united all the Preceptories in the different Pro-

vinces with the one exception, whereas had Provincial Priories

been first formed instead of a Sovereign Great Priory, each

Province might have declared itself separate and independent,

and thus destroyed the whole object and aim of a Sovereign
Nationality."

The Grand Master then gives it as his opinion that Provin-

cial Priories should be established in (^)uebec, Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, etc., when a sufficient number of Preceptories

have been organized in each, three at least, as he believed that

more interest would be attached to the working of the Older

generally. This suggestion he offered to Great Priory for theii-

" mature and deliberate consideration," being of the opinion

that if presented to the Scottish Fratres in New Brunswick
it might be accepted and an end put to the acrimony whicli

characterized Templar matters in that Province.

Referring to the unearthing of an old document of historical

interest, the Grand Master said :

It will be seen in the introduction to the Statutes that the copy of an

old Templar Canadian Warrant has been inserted, brought to light by

the praiseworthy researches of Past Provincial Grand Prior, J. Ross Rob-

eitson, of Toronto, which proves that the Templar degrees were long

known in Canada. It may be interesting to learn that when Templar
degrees were first introduced into England, authority to confer them was

issued under Craft Warrants. The Ancient "St. John" Lodge and
*' Frontenac " Royal Arch Chapter, of Kingston, Ontario, were granted

Warrants in A.D. 1794, and there is still on record an old list of menjbers,

headed:—"List of the Encampment, 2nd November, 1800," referring to

oertun of them who had left the Lodge and Chapter in September of that

year, showing that the Templar degrees were in full work at that time.

The names of the Grand Master and other officers who signed the Warrant
were old members of St. John Lodge, then No. G, Colonial Registry, and

there is no doubt that when the Lodge received its Warrant, it also had

authority to confer the Templar degrees, and was in fact the original pro-

vincial Templar body acting as a Grand Encampment in Canada, issuing
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Warrants «&c. In I'eality, their authority should date from 1794, that of

the Craft Lodge and Chapter.

I therefore think it due to the Premier Preceptory of the Dominion, the

"Hugh de Payens," of Kingston, revived from the old St. John of Jeru-

salem Encampment, and recommend to Great Priory that they be allowed

to wear the distinguishing mark of Provincial Priory Olhcers, that of one
white stripe in their sashes and ribbons. The Presidin^ Preceptor I shall

appoint, ex-o^'icio, permanently, as the Grand Master's Banner Bearer, as

I was the first elected Commander of this Preceptory.

In my Allocution of last year I stated that 1 had placed in the Archives
of this Great Priory the early Rituals of our I'emplar System, which had
been brought by me from England and introduced into Canada. I should
have also mentioned that there was amongst them the one issued by
" Convent General ' in 1870, because, in fact, it was that which we
adopted, and noo- use, rejecting some clauses and adding others considered
more suitable to the working of the degrees in Canada.
In 187y, when it was decided that H. R. H. the Prince of Wales had

consented to become Supreme Grand Master of the Templar degrees in

the British Dominions, as a united body called "Convent General," a com-
mission was appointed, fully instructed to examine the existing rituals in

which there was then but little uniformity, and draw up a ceremonial re-

organizing the discordant elements, and conilicting claims of those in use,

and correcting such anomalies and historical errors as were known to

exist. It is claimed by the "Commission," that in the one issued by them,
'^ No novelty has been intiudnced, and every clanse of it is to he found either

in ar.twd vords or mhstance in one or other of the Templar Rituals of Great
Britain and Ireland."

The old rituals, it would appear, had been framed on the traditional be-
lief in the connection of Templary and Freemasonry, without any research
into historical facts, plainly showing that they were but the fabrication of

Masonic enthusiasts of the last century, who had given but little thought
to the assertions that they made, or the conclusions at which they had
arrived, as is apparent to the most common observer and reader of his-

tory.

The idea formed by some of the old Masonic Templars, and one of their

leading points insisted upon, that Templary was a component part of
" Free and Accepted Masonry '' preserved in the degree of the "Herodem
Kadosh " of the so-called " High Degree " System, never taking into ac-

count that this and all degrees and rites outside the Craft or Speculative
Masonry, are but fabrications of the last century.

Masonic reviewers in the United States having criticised

with no unsparing hand the utterances of the Grand Master on
the question of the doctrinal test, the latter said :

I here most distinctly disavow any wish or intention of interfering with
the system pursued in the United States, which they have chosen to tulopt ;

but it becomes necessary, in my endeavor to explain to you the source
and meaning of our English Templar System, to refer to the existing dif-

ferences :

—

It is no affair of ours what the United States Templars may choose to

follow, and it is therefore unwise and useless to draw comparisons or argue
on the subject ; more so, as there is no desire on our part to disturb the
present friendly relations. But, as both systems profess Christianity, T

am, with regard to the test of the " Holy Trinity," prepared not only to
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differ with them, but to speak plainly ; there can be no middle coursu in

the matter; there is no room for evasion, and assuredly there is nothinu
to be gained by temporizing with the authority of Christ's law. Belief in

the ddotrino of the " Holy Trinity in unity," or the " tripartite ononeBs
of the Divine Being," without retervntion, is the ground work uf the

Christinn faith, and without it there never could have been any Order of

the Temple, and no true Templary can exist where it is rejected. The
founders of the Modern System of Templary meant to include this doc-

trine in its teachings aa a matter of ci; m je, because thepy never knew it

questioned. It is therefore incomprehensible, how sincere men, who are

not believers in that dogma, can receive our Templar degrees, or at least

continue to remain as members. When the degree was first established

in England, few, if any, who claimed to believe in the doctrines of Christ-

ianity, doubted the Holy Trinity dogma. Now, large and influential

bodies, claiming to be Christian, do not believe in it, and many of them
are members of the Templar Order. But all who deny the incarnation of

Christ and the unity of the Godhead, cannot be looked upon as believers

in Christianity. 'J'he founders of the Holy Trinity test, never anticipated

that it could possibly be disputed, nor was it ever in their minds that the

doctrines of Christianity should be placed in the hands of those who en-

tered the Templar Order only to pervert its principles.

Ail these remarks on the Templar System may possibly point to hostile

criticism, but 1 feel justified in making them, and it must be clearly un-

derstood that my opinions on Templary have reference to the Ancient

Christian Order we endeavor to represent. I take my standpoint from

the usages and teaching of the " Mother land," to me the most reliable

and pure, as regards the Masonic Society in all its phases,—which, in

many points, widely differ from the views entertained in the "New
World."
Having, I hope, satisfactorily shown you the object and meaning of our

Templar System, and from whence it was derived, it rests with you to

carry out in its purity, the teachings inculcated, and not allow the love of

change or supposed improvements to induce you to either add or take

away from its simple and beautiful character.

The innovations of outside ostentatious show and parade, of a military

character, in imitation of the American system, introduced into some Pre-

ceptories of late, entailing a lavish and useless expenditure, are calculated

to detract from its usefulness, being totally foreign to and at variance

with the intention and principles upon which our system is founded, and

the two are so entirely different as not to admit of even a partial amalga-

mation, without destroying the distinctive features of each, and therefore

out of place, and cannot be recognized as a part of English Temp'ary.
Hist< >ry but repeats itself, and I fear that like the Ancient Order these

changes will be but the forerunner of its decline, by the introduction of

things not in accordance with the original design. Even the simple moral

code of Craft Masonry has been so metamorphised as to give it the ap-

pearance of a " Secret Society," when none exists. The outside world

are completely mystified as to what it really is, confusing every known
rite and degree, under the general term of Masonry, without being able

to distinguish or separate them from the only genuine Masonic Craft

degrees.

There is little doubt that on the continent of Europe this has given

rise in a great measure to the antagonism of the Church of Rome, which,

seeing in many of the Rites a mystical interpretation of the Scriptures, by

which the truths of revealed religion are melted away, and the falsehoodi
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of I'tiganism softened and explained, so that one might be placed beside

the other, now condemn the whole body, which originally they had pro-

tected.

Freemasonry is, without doubt, an anti-Papal Society, inasmuch as it

expounds the truth. But Freemasonry of the British Empire, is in no
way inimical to the Roman Catholic faith, or any other sect of the Christ-

ian religion. The animosity of the Papal See arises from a knowledge of

its object and principles, not from the idea that it is a Secret Society,

which it dismisses as contrary to common sense ; but because it gives to

all friends of the human race liberty of conscience, and the right of private

jiuigment, declining to act as inquisitors into the faith and feelings of

others. This, the Romish Church desires to keep exclusively under the

cdiitrol of its own priesthood, and consequently condemns Freemasonry
and all connected with it.

To conclude. From what has been shown it must be manifest that the
English Templar System approaches nearer the truth of the early

Christian teaching of Masonry than any other now in practice. The
Triintarian dogma (12) is necessarily a distinctive characteristic of the

Order, and will not admit of any quibbling or dispute. It is the essential

truth of the whole fabric, substantial, peremptory, and indispensable, in

which the profession of the Apostle's creed includes all the points of our
Templar doctrines briefly stated ; but a race of Masonic writers have
appeared who, in their anxiety to prove the authenticity, and "mysteri-
ous " character of Masonic rites and degrees, have indulged in a mere
repetition of unreliable legends and propositions of an antiquity the
proofs of which are childish and absurd. The consequence has been
that the reiteration of unsubstantial, idle traditions, has created scepti-

cism, doubting the source of all. Reason directs us to reject opinions
found to be worthless, and to follow those only which are proved to be
true.

No one can dispute that the Ancient Templar Order was undeniably
Christian, and our English Templar System is absolutely so in all its

bearings.

The Jewel ordered to be prepared for presentation to R. E.

Fiiiter T. S. Parvin, the representative of Canada near the
Grand Encampment of the United States, was laid before

liieat Priory, and the Grand (chancellor was instructed to

forward it with the fraternal good wishes of the Dominion
Fratres.

R. Em. Fratres D. Spry and Henry Robertson were selected

I

a Committee of the Sovereign Great Priory, to attend the

Grand Encampment of the United States' Templars, at St.

Louis, in the following September, and there watch the interests

of the Great Priory in connection with the matter of the

[Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick.
The Acting Grand Master invested the Grand Chancellor,

[R, E. Frater Spry, with the insignia of a Grand Cross of the
Temple, conferred upon him, on the recommendation of the
Supreme Grand Master, by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, and

lia presenting him with the Patent, he said :

—

U
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The dignity of which you are now a recipient, that of a "(Irand
OroBs," was instituted by H. R. Hii<hno8s as a special mark of honour,
limited and select, to indicate his appreciation and approval of services

rendered to the Order.

It is unnecei''?ary to point out to you the sacred teachinp;8 of our Tem-
plar System, but would draw your particular attention to the bail<{e

you are now entitled to wear, so significant of the sacred character of tiif

Order.
The jewel of a Grand Cross is the seven pointed star, surmounted liy

the "TTnited Orders' Cross of the Temple and Malta," havinir the

''Agnus Dei " within a circle in the centre, surrounded by the legem].
" Non Nobis Domine, &c.," the motto of the Ancient Templars.

This jewel is suspended from the neck by a golden chain, coniposed ol

the four initial capital letters,— I. N. R. I., used by mystics since Anno
Domini ; and the Patriarchal Cross of a Preceptor joined together and
repeated to form a length to go round the neck. The sash or ribbon of a

Grand Cross is of broad crimson-watered silk, with a narrow white ediie,

the Templar colors, worn over the right shoulder to the left side, and u<

which the badge may be attached when the collar is not worn. All who
have been honored to wear this insignia, are forcibly reminded in whost;

service they are enrolled, and as faithful disciples and soldiers of the

Cross, bound to follow the precepts of our great High Captain. It is

therefore incumbent on all of us who have been thus distins^uished by

the royal decorations of the Prince of Wales, to guard jealously, and

protect from all innovations, as well as promulgate, the sacred teachings

of the Templar System over which he presides.

When these decorations were established, three Grand Crosses (irres-

pective of the original number issued, one of which the Grand Master

was honoured with), and seven of the " Lesser Cross," that of " Kiii!,'lit

Commander of the Temple," whose distinguishing badge is the " United

Orders Cross " alone, suspended from the Templar ribbon attached to the

breast, was granted to Canada. Of this number, two have passed to

their eternal rest, and but one of them, in your own person, replaced,

which we all heartily trust you may be lons^ spared to wear, and the

patent of authority for doing so be preserved, as an heirloom of royal

avour, to your posterity.



CHAPTER XXXVI.

Anothek Edict of Non-Intbrcourse.—England Indignant at Cana-

da's Issuance of a Warrant to Australia.—Alleged Invasion ok

Territory.—Two Further Warrants Authorized.

bosses (irreg-

^

ITTLE move than a year had passed since the Grand
Master, on the authority of the Great Priory, had
issued a decree of non-intercourse with all foreign

Templar bodies working within its jurisdiction
;

and now the lowering aspect of the horizon in-

dicated a storm of similar import threatening Canada.
The issuance of a warrant by the Sovereign Great
Priory, to establish a preceptory in th distant colony of

Victoria, was regarded by Englan<l as a direct invasion of her

territory, and a violation of the comity that should exist be-

tween the governing jurisdictions. The Australian Fratres,

whose acquaintance with the circumstances was accepted in all

!:food faith, had declared that England, having allowed its

Templar body there to subside into dormancy, the ground had
become neutral and unoccupied, and they claimed the right to

make application to any Sovereign body they pleased for per-

mission to re-establish the Order. Canada's Sovereignty
having been asserted and acknowledged, they gave it the pre-

ference, and the petition, unquestioned, was at once acceded to.

England immediately entered its protest, and a peremptory
demand was made for the withdrawal of the warrant, under
pain of rupture of fraternal relations. Not oi*ly was the Colony
of Victoria claimed as its exclusive territory, but all the colon-

ies of the Empire were stated to be within its jurisdiction.

In the month of December the following letter was received

by the Grand Master :

22 Chancery Lane, London, W. C,
13th December, 1886.

To the M. E. Sir Knight Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G. C. T.,

Supreme Orand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada.

M. E. Sir :—
I beg to forward herewith copies of four Besolutions, severally and

unanimously passed, and ordered to be transmitted forthwith, by the

323
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Great Priory of England and Wales at ita meeting on the lUth of Decim.
ber, instant, relative to the grantin<{, in May last, of a Warrimt fi.r ;«

Preceptory, named the Metropolitan Preceptory, at Melbourne, by Mu-

Sovereign (ireat Priory of Canada, on your recommendation.

I beg to remain, M. E. Sir,

Yours fraternally,

(Signed.) Wm. Tixki.ki:, \ x"

I'OI'V OK KK.SOU TIONS IIKKKHKKD To IN A( i ((Ml'.VN YlNd LKTTKK.

" I. That this Great Priory strongly protests against this unju.stiiiiil)l,.

infringement of its jurisdiction in one of the Dependencies of the HiitHh
Crown, by the Supreme (irand Master of Canada.

" 'J. That the (ireat I'riory of Canada be reijiiested to at once withdraw
the warrant t)f the Metropolitan Preceptory.
" ;{. That the I'receptory in Viotoriu, acting under the Engliali ( .m-

stitution, be ordered to have no intercoursi- with, or ia any way recogui;^^,

this illegally constituted Preceptory or any of its members.
"That should this illegal warrant not be recalled within three months

of the passing of this Pesolution, this National (Jreut Priory do sever all

connection with, and for the future refuse to recogni/e, the (Jreat I'rinry

of Canada."

Accordingly a special assembly of (Jreat Prioiy was sum-

moned by the (iriind (JhanccUor, and was held in the City of

Kingston, on the 2oth February, 1887, to iliscuss the situation.

The (Jrand Mastei' was unalile to l)o pi'osent, and the l)e|iiity

Grand Master presided; those present being: Fratres J. K.

Kerr, C. A., J, Ross Robertson, S. ( }. Fairtlough, J. B. Nixon,

J. Parker Thomas, ]3onald Koss, Joseph Martin, W. M. Le

Messurier, W. Waddington, Fleming Rowland, R. V. Matthe\v>,

Robert Hendry, jr., S. S. La/ier, P. Bajus and E. H. Bali.

The summons stating the object of the special asseuibly

having been read, the Acting Grand Master read the following-

letter from the Supreme Grand Master.

Pke8<jott, Ont., 23rd February, ISsi?.

To B. E. FmUr, J, A. Haulenoii, Ikpntij Oraiul Master, Order of th

Temple in Canada, Kin<jdo}i, Ont.

Dear and R. E. Prater :—

I regret being unable to be present at the special meeting of "(Jreat

Priory " called for the 25th inst. , my medical attendant not considering

it advisable for me to leave home at this inclement season. Be good

enough therefore, on presiding at the special meeting ot Great Priory, to

read the following explanation to the members present relative to the

object of the meeting :

—

It was entirely a misapprehension on my part granting a dispensa-

tion to open a Preceptory in Melbourne, South Australia, and I should

not have thought of doing so, but from the representations made to me, that

the Order of the Temple was dormant there, and great difficulties thrown

in the way of reviving it, where no governing independent Grand Body
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[ice witlulvaw

I'xistod in tho Colony. I was uwnre that the National Oreat Priory of

Kiii^lancl claimed jurisdiction over all the Colonies of the liritiah Empire,
hut always understood that it was a concurrent one, with all the Masonic
llciilies. as proved in the casti of Canada -each country rulinf,' over their

iiwii subordinates, until independent itodies were established.

I do not know of any Masonic Law forbidding (>raiid or Independent
Bodies opening Subftrdinates within a territory where no Supreme Body
uf the country exists, and this law appeared to be fully \niderstood in Eng-
land a few years ago, as shown by a correspondence of tho Grand Secre-

tary of the Grand Lodjfo of Kngland with that of Canada, page tifty-f(»ur.

Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Canada. Under all the circumstances I

was induced to grant the " I'reliminury " Warrant for Melbourne, South
Australia, iinanimously confirmed at the last meeting of Great I'riory.

From the action now taken by the Groat Priory of England, it would
aeeiu that I had made an error in judgment nut to have tirst referred the

matter to them and ancertained whether they claimed sole jurisdiction

and on what grounds, it never being my wish or intention that the Great
I'riory of Canada should in any way be involved in a dispute with the

Parent Body, or intrude upon their jurisdiction. I have, therefore,

deemed it necessary to lay the matter before this Special Meeting that

lireat Priory may fully consider their decision of granting a Warrant to

Australia, and adopt such a course as may seem expedient to relieve the
• treat Priory of Canada from all appearance of undue interference with

that of England. It is by no means my wish to suggest any course

not dictated by a careful examination of all the circumstances demanded
by strict Masonic justice, and the just rights of 1 oth jurisdictions,—the

ilisjiiity and honour of the Great l^riory of Canada being the first and
must important consideration.

(Signed) W. .1. P.. MaiLeoi> Mooke, G.C.T.
Supreme Grand Master,

Great Priory of Canada.

From the record of tho procee<Ungs of the meeting the fol-

'owing is extracted ;

—

After some considerable discussion the following resolution was moved
by K. E, Fr. J. Ross Robertson, seconded by' R. E. Fr. W. M. Le-
Messurier —

'• Whereas, The question to be discussed is of great importance to tho
Templars of Canada, involving the right of Canadian Masons to exercisf*

the privileges accorded to them as a portion of the British Empire, equal
in every respect to the Masons of o*iher portions of the Empire, whether
residing in England, Ireland, Scotland, or any other portion of the
Queen's Dominions, and whereas the attendance at the present time is not
sutticient to justify Great Priory in withdrawing the Warrant issued to

Metropolitan Preceptory, Melbourne, Colony of Victoria, Australia :

" Therefore he it Jiesolrcd, That all action be deferred until the CAse as

presented by the Great Priory of England be considered at the Annual
Assembly of Great Priory, to meet in July next, and a decision arrived
at, and the Grand Chancellor be directed to specially call the attention of

Preceptories to this (juestion, and request them to instruct their repre-

sentatives as to the course they are to ptirsue."

After further discussion, it was moved in amendment by R. Em. Frater
I. K. Kerr, seconded by R. Em. Frater S. G. Fairtlough :

That it appearing that the Dispensation and Warrant to Metropolitan

li

i .,:

„'•:)
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Preceptory at Melbourne, Australia, were issued under a misapprehenaiiitv

of facts on the part of the Supreme Grand Master
;

Resolved,—That the said Warrant be withdrawn.
Resolved,—That Certificates be granted to the Fratres who have been

installed under the above Warrant.
Resolved,—That the said Fratres be commt^nded to the National Gre *

Priory of England, and that Great Priory be recommended to grant n.

Warrant in lieu of the one now withdrawn.
On the amendment being put it was Lost.

Moved in amendment by R. Em. Frater J. K. Kerr, seconded by 11.

Em. Frater S. S. Lazier ;

That the whole matter be referred to the Supreme Grand Master, for

such action as he mry deem proper. Lost.

The originixl moiion was then put to the vote and Carried.

After some sympathetic remarks from the Acting Grand Master, it was
moved by Em. Frater W. Waddington, seconded by Em. Frater Josejih

Martin, and carried unanimously :

That God in His over-ruling wisdom having been pleased to call fron:

this earthly bondage the elfiest son of our esteemed Frater Daniel ^pry.

the Grand Chancellor of ihe Order of the Temple, the Sovereign Great

Priory of Canada, in Special Assembly, tender to him their deep and

earnest sympathy for his sad bereavement, and pray that, as his loa-

will be his son's eternal gain, his sorrow may be sanctified through tlie

merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Here, then, was Canada in the throes of a difficulty witl

England that threatened to open a wide gap between the parent

body and the Fratres of the Dominion. How it grappled witl

it will be seen in the subsequent pages.

The Order in Canada, notwithstanding, continued to flourisli

Some of ihe Preceptories, it is true, suffered from a periodical

depression which more or less affected all at some time or othtMv

but taking it on the whole, the progress might be pronounceii

as unvarying. The membership steadily grew in proportion ti

the importance of the Body as a national organization.

Three now Preceptories swelled the list, the " Cyrene," ;it

Parkdale, (Jnt., now annexed to Toronto, and the " Daniel Spry,

and "Australasian," in the City of Melbourne, Australia. To
the former considerable opposition was manifested by a sec-

tion of the Fratres in Toronto, but Great Priory, believing it

was in capable hands, granted the })rayer of the petition, aiv'

" Cyrene " has ever since justified the good opinion formed of ii

The issue of two more Warrants to Australia was not only

a final and effectual reply to England's demand, but was re-

garded as an emphatic protest against the assumption that in

Templar matters, at any rate, it did not own the universe. B\

this action the claim of England to territorial jurisdiction iu

Victoria was ignored, and the as.sertions of the A.ustralian Fra-

tres upheld. To enable the latter to form the nucleus of theii

I
•
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10 have been

own soveroio;nty and to proclaim theii* own independence, the

additional Warrants were issued, and that the Sovereign (Ireat

Priory of Australia, born thus, will one day be a mighty power
for good in the Templar world, is confidently believed.

In New Brunswick the condition of atfairs remained un-

changed. No attempt was yet made by the Scottish FratrcN

towards a reconciliation, and the chasm between the two did

no good to either.

Canada and her neighboring sister jurisdiction both suffered

by the inroads of death during the year. In the latter one of

the brightest Templars on its head roll of fame had gone to hi>

i(^st. The Fratres of the United States mourned for Theodora
T. Gurney, of Illinois, and Canada's tribute to his memory was
no slight one. At home, the blow fell at Toronto where at a

comparatively early age Joshua George Burns, a Past Grand
Vice-Chancellor, was stricken down when life seemed most joy-

ous. For many years he was an active worker in the " Odode
St. Amand " Preceptory and it was with keen sorrow that the

Fratres with whom he loved to mingle saw the kindred earth

pile up slowly on the coffin that contained all that was mortal

of a valued friend. Of him the Grand Master .said, " He was
a zealous and worthy biother, much esteemed and loved, and
will long be remembered in the hearts of those who knew him
well."

In the jubilee year of Her Majesty's glorious leign and in

the pretty town of Brock ville, on the St. Lawrence, the Fourth
Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada
convened on Tuesday, the 12th July, 1887, the M. E. the

Supreme Grand Master, Col. MacLeod Moore on the throne.

.Vmong those present wei'e Fratres :— H. Robertson, LL.B., .).

M. Stevenson, J. S. Dewar, E, H. Raymour, David McLellan,

.1, B. Nixon, L. H. Henderson, K. C. T., J. Ross Robertson, P.

J. Slatter. S. G. Faiitlough, John Easton, Joseph Beck, George
.1. Bennett, Thomas Brock, Hugh Walker. J. Dumbrille, E. E.

Slieppard, Robert McGuire, S. Dubber, John Malloy, David
Taylor, Wm. Fitzsimons, A. N. Pettit, G. S. McConkey, Samuel
S. Lazier, Thomas Sargant, S. F. Matthews, W. R. Howse,
James Greenfield, Donald Ross, (i. D. Adams, J. J. Mason, K. T.

Malone, J. Parker Thoutas, John B. Trayes, W. H. Ponton, E.

H. D. Hall, Henry Grifiith, A. G. Adams", R. Radcliffe, Thos. C.

MacNabb, Joseph Martin, Rev. Frederick Bates, James
Douglas, Robt. Hemlry, jr., J. A, Nelles, W. B. Doherty, Dr. G,

G. Rowe, C. H. Fitzsimon.s, Thos. McGreg(n', Henry A. Taylo-,

Thos. Kearns, C. F. Mansell, J. P. Thomjison, R. L. Patterson,

Wm. Smeaton, P. J. Lightburue, etc.
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Tlie (Jfiind Master read a lengthy, instructive ami interost-

iiiLf address in wliieh lie embraced the important events afi'cct-

irnnr the Order. He said :

Once more I am privileged to be with you at our Annual Conclave ;

pleasure of which 1 iiave been deprived for three years, in cnnaecpiciut

of severe and protracted illness, and it is with profound j^ratitnde to i'm!

Almighty Disposer of events, that I am permitted to mpet you ail again, ;i

privilege even more highly valued as occurring in this the Jubilee Year
of the Keign of our rjracious Sovereign Queen N'ictoria, the Patron (.f

our Templar < )rder.

It has been a source of much concern to me, that by a misapprehension,

I should have led CJreat Priory into any dispute with the Parent I5<idy

of England, in granting a Preliminary Warrant to open a Preceptory in

Melbourne, Colony of Victoria.

I may reiterate that at the time of my granting the Warrant. I wan
fully impressed with the belief that the PJnglish Templar body in Victoria

was dormant, and that concurrent jurisdiction had existed there. It

was not until after (Jreai Priory had met and confirmed my preliminary

warrant that it was intimated to me by the Deputy (jJrand Master, that

he fearedit might cause some unpleasantness with the parent body, whicli

I had not thought of. I then wrote privately to the Chancery of the

lireat Priory of England, to know if they claimed exclusive, jurisdiction

in Australia, &c. The reply from the Oreat Sub- Prior was most unn ;.

takable—asserting their rifikt not only to it, but to all the Colonies of . :•

Empire. In answer, I regretted any unpleasant complications having
arisen, but explained that as the matter was in the hands of the Sovereign

f5reat Priory of Canada, nothing could be done until the Annual Convo-
cation, when it would be brought forward. The next I heard of it was
in the issue of the English Templar Calendar, demanding the withdrawal
of the Warrant within (line months, under the threat, if not complied
with, of severing all connection with us, but which at their regular meet-

ing in May last, they have postponed, until the result of our present Con-

clave is known.
I therefore felt it due to our members, to call a meeting of the (irand

Council, which it was found necessary to cancel, and a special Conclave of

Great Priory summoned. The result you are aware of.

I feel now that I was in error not to have, in the first instance, before

issuing the Dispensation, ascertained from the Chancery of the Great

Priory of England, if any objection existed, and had I been aware of it,

certainly would have yielded precedence to the (Jreat Priory of England,

which had hitherto never been disputed, whether based on justifiable

grounds or otherwise.

The question before (ireat Priory is simply whether the demands of the

Great Priory of England be complied with, and the Warrant re-called, or

the authority of this Grand Priory to issue the Warrant confirmed. The
last alternative will separate us from all friendly intercourse with the

Great Priory of England, from which as Templars, we have never received

anything but kindness and consideration.

My views being ulrcady fully expressed and known, it is not my in-

tention to interfere further with whatever decision Great Priory may come
to, as it rosts entirely with them, and I feel assured that the honour and

dignity of the Canadian body will be upheld, and strict justice to all

parties observed.

The whole matter of the dispute with the Scottish Templars of New
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I'.runswick being well understood and its merits discussed, it isnotneces-
-ary to enter upor' it again, further than to say, no settlement has been
made, and the unmaaonic system, familiarly known as" lluyroUimi " is

:^till in force. This unseemly dispute amongst Masons is but a poor ex-

ample to the world, and a contradiction to the precepts uf the Order.

1 am myself aware that conciliatory proposals have been made from
time to time to the Scottisli body of New Mrunswick, which they persist-

eiitlj neglected. The assertion is not correct that }io invitati<m had been
extended to the two Scottish Encampments of New Brunswick, (I should
say one,—that of St. Stephen, existing in little more than the name) ;

several invitations iiad been sent to them to join in forming a Sovereign
(Jreat Priory for Canada, and thbj were well aware of it. 1 did not con-

sider it necessary to put oti' the declaration of independence for another
year, to await their formal assent, as all the J*receptories of Canada were
represented in 18S4, and desirous of having the movement carried out

at once, the few Scottish Templars of New Brunswick having already

—

iion-ofhcially, but viriualln—signified their intentions toco-operate on in-

dependence being declared. Let us, however, hope that our New Bruns-
wick Fratres, Scottish Constitution, will give in their adhesion to oar
< ireat Priory of the Dominion, when time, the peace-maker, has brought
about a happier state of aHairs.

The reception by the Triennial Grand Encampment of the U. S. of

America, at St. Lo\iis, in September last, to our Canadian represeiuative,

was one of scant courtesy, for although the Fast Grand Master, who in

liis official capacity, before his retirement from ofhce as Grand Master,
had recognized the independent sovereignty of Great Priory, his ruling

was set aside, and the matter re-discussed in the Grand Encampment, he-

'('/•(' acknowledging unr Dehujate, which required some exertion on the pait
'if its members, friendly to Canada, to ensure aconhrmation of the recog-

nition. This is not as it should be, and evidently there exists an under-
iirrod of opposition, principally from those who favored the pretensions
f the Scottish Templars of New Brunswick to remain as a separate Body

in Canadian Territory, although opposed to their oun tiuct t>f exrhi.vn

tniisdictivn, and antagonistic to the generally expressed fraternal feelings

towards the Canadian templar body. Many of our Canadian Fratres
were impressed with the belief that they had the full and firm support of

the American Templars, who would at all times, and in all places, support
their views. I never entertained any such ideas, and never could see that

we in Canada had any right to think an exception would be made in our
facor, to apply U.S. of America Rules and Regulations to a Foreign Juris-

diction, when its adoption would militate against their own wishes and
interests. This want of the support they expected, will, it is hoped, teach
all our Fratres a practical lesson that may be useful to them.
Some of our brethren are constantly running after and adopting Ameri-

can Masonic customs, at variance with our own usacjes. Many were not
content until they introduced the Parade Military Uniform of the Ameri-
ean Templar Body (so inappropriate to our system), which, as they argued
ind asserted, would cement the friendship of our neighbors. The result

loes not appear to have been realized or proved satisfact'^ry. Strong
opposition has been shown and was exerted against Great Priory, by a

iiajority of the U. S. Templars of influence at the meeting of tiie Grand
l^iicampment. They may reverse their decision when they become fully

iiformed of all the facts in the case.

In May last, I received a petition to establish a new Preceptory in the

'own of Parkdale, Ontario (near Toronto), strongly recommended, show-

,* :

,
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ing that two new lodges and R. A. Chapter existed there, and enclosinu
a numerous list of signatures fiom Poyal Arch Masons desirous of bein^'

admitted into the Templar Order, should a Preceptory be opened at Park"
dale. As however, a protest w sent to me from the Presiding-Precep-
tor of the " Odo de St. Amand " Preceptory of Toronto, with the reso-

lution of the Preceptory, to the eft'ect that another Preceptory so near
them would detract from the pro.-.pects of the Order in Toronto, and the
" Provincial Prior " withdrawing his recommendation on the same jjlea.

J withheld the issue of the Itispensation, although fully approving of it,

for further consideration until the meeting of Great Priory. I do not my
self see any valid grounds why a warrant should not be issued. It is only
reasonable to suppose that Royal Arch companicms would prefer joiniiiii

the Order of the Temple, near their own homes, than to be obliged ti

attend meetings at a distance, and as they have successfully maintained
two lodges and a chapter they may with every prospect of success hope
to do so with a Preceptory.

Subsequent events sustained the opinion of the Grand Man
ter. The petitioning Fratres before making application for ;i

new warrant sought to have that of the " Odo de St. Atnand
'

Preceptory, which had shown symptoms of weakening, trans-

ferred from the city of Toronto to its thriving western suburb

This, from a singular lack of foresight, the members opposed

They likewise opposed the granting of tlie new warrant

but were unsuccessful. The young Preceptory, " Cyreue,'

started out under the happiest auspices and continues in a

flourishing condition. The "Odo de St. Amand," unable ti-

hold its own with the enterprising and energetic Fratres of

the " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar " Preceptory of Toronto, sue

cumbed a year later to circumstances, threw in its lot witli

the latter and returned the warrant to the Grand Chancellor,

and at a period, too, when it boasted a complete outfit, freedoii^

from liabilities, and a membership of nearly forty. Its mem-
bers thus effected one of the surprises of this period in Teniplai-

i.sm. Their action, however, brought the "Geoffrey de St.

Aldemar" Preceptory to the honour of being the strongest

numerically, of any on the roll of Great Priory, and tln'ie i>

no reason why it should not continue so"

Templary of the British Empire must not be confounded with that tion

practised in the U. S. of America, to which it has iu> resemblance, althougl.

originally derived from the same source, for of late years they have chosei.

to tran.'ifuim it into a Masonic imitation Military Degree, resembling th:ir

of Militia Volunteer Battalions, and have in their anxiety to make it irhi)V>,

a Masonic degree, almost eliminated in their official Ritual, its ('hriatia!

bearings, retaining the name of Knights Templars to account for its MilHo '

character, but in usages and doctrine totnlhi dissimilar, its oraanizati"

being exclusively based upon Speculative Ma-sonry, rejecting and repudi.if

ing the true source of its origin for that of a mythical one that nevet

existed until modern times ; and have by the mere abrogation of the tirsr

grand [)riuciples <if the .Ancient • >rder, whose name it assumes, in allow :;;

U
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!iny but firm believers in the " Holy and Undivided Triniiy "to become
members of it, by admitting ^'Juvn" and " Unitaricuui," as tU'ectually laid

aside the principles of Templary, as "Orangemen " would do if they opened
their doors to Roman Catholics ; in fact, the instant the Templar dej^rees

cease to be Trinitarian Christian, they also cease to be a true representa-

tion of the Order.
The exemplification of Freemasonry in an imitation military character

teaches '>t(}thiv(j of Templary, the whole object and intention being carried

away and lost sight of in outward show quite at variance with chivalric

and religious ceremciiitjs. True Templary is only to be found and known
by itfl ancient symbols and doctrines,—"The Sacred Mysteries "—the mere
name of "Knights Templars" and ritualistic knowledge confined to military

pomp and ceremonial m but a shell without a kernel.

With the present T'^mplar rit« of the United States of America we have
nothing to do, and no right to interfere, and it is certainly far from any
wish on my part, further than to show how totallii different it is from the

standpoint tak'^n by us, and to explain the difficulty of any union between
the systems, to he effect that Canadian Templars should cease to be imi-

tators and learn to have more respect for themselves.
Templary in the United States of America is a system '^perse " which

they call "Democratic," having no reference to that of other jurisdictioH^.

The origiial intention was of the highest order, but they have changed its

whole sacred character, and assumed that of an association for military

display to be introduced as an adjunct to Masonic ceremonials, and give

publicity to ani/ religious opinions )'i consonance with Universal Masonry,
plainly evincing the intention to e.-idicate the doctrines of true Templary
altogether from Masonry f.nd adopt a system made to conform to the non-
sectarian creed. Such also, in reality, is the meaning of Masonic brethren
amongst ua, who write upon Templar matters. Many of them do not even
belong to the Order, and can have but little knowledge t>n the subject,

certainly no appreciation of its purely orthodox teachings, but who woulH
wish to transfer and amalgamate the Templar Body into the A. & A. S.

rite 33^, to which they suppose it properly belongs as Masonic degrees.

X similar attempt was made in England when this rite was first introdxued

there from the United States of America.
To follow their ideas would be tantamount to a total dissolution of the

Order in Canada by changing its whole character into a dishonest attempr
to call and mule it what it is not ! Thousands are attracted by outwanl
show, where hundreds are by the principiri of the degrees. It is almost

incredible to believe that men of education can be brouuht to think that

the whole aim and object of Templary are confined to Craft formula and
Military Masonic pageantry, which does not even correctly imitate the

ordinary knightly ceremonial and is not caculated to inculcate the principle*

of the Ancient Templars as representing that Order in its hidory, dortriiu

and ritual.

I have been greatly mistaken in supposing that all the (^onnnanderies

in the United States do not recognise the " Holy Trinity " test, as 1 find

the old Masonic Templar body i>f Pennsylvania does so. and the proceed-

ings of the (Jrand Conuuanuery uf Michigan "f last year oontaina the ritual

adopted by that body (m " Ascension ' day It is, in f;ict, the adoption
of the Episoiipal denomination, clear aid decided, acknowled;;inif the
divinity and humanity of the Man of Sorrows. Here t' i Apostles Creed
la reverently introduced—an open dtolaration of the orthotiox Christian

doctrines uf Templary.
Althouijh we do not see the same objects from the saiwe standpoint, ami
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must only hope to harmoniously " apree to differ," of this we are all sati.

-

tied and agree, that " J'reeniasonry," however much it has been chan^tci

by the inroads of time and different views of its votaries, is an institutidn

founded from of old, to the " (Jlory of God, and the improvement ci

Mankind."

The report submitted to the Great Priory by R. p]. Fiater

Henry Robertson, its aqcredited representative to the Triennial

<.'onclave of the Grand Encampment of the United States at

St. Louis, will suificiently cxphiin the nature and purport of his

visit, as well as the outcome of it

:

7'.< Moat Eminent Frater W.J. B. MacLeod Moon; G. C T.,Suprem<-
Grand Master, Sovereign Great Priory of Canaihi.

Most Eminent Sir,—As a member of the committee appointed by
Oreat Priory at its last Annual Assembly, to attend the Twenty-third
Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of the Tnited States, at St.

Louia, for the purpose of watching the interests v^>f the Great Priory, 1

have the honor to submit the following report :

1. It was a matter of great disappointment to me that the other mem-
ber of the committee, R. E. Frater Daniel Spry, (irand Chancellor, was
unavoidably prevented from attending.

2. On my arrival in St. Louis, I immediately placed myself in com-
munication with our representative, R. E. Frater T. S. Parvin, Grand
Recorder, and during the Conclave I had frequent interviews with the

Acting Grand Master and other Grand otHcers, and also with the mom-
bers of the Committee on Jurisprudence and the Special Committee on
Foreign Relations.

;{. In conse()uence of the illness of the Most Eminent (Jrand Master,

Frater R. E. Withers, the conclave was presi led over by the Deputy and
Acting Grand Master, Right Eminent Sir Knight Charles Roome.

4. I beg to submit herewith the reports of the Grand Master, the Acting

Grand Master and the Grand Rect)rder.

5. The portions of these reports which relate to the Great Priory of

Canada were referred to a Special C >mmitteeon Foreign Relations, and on

the 23rd of September, this committee presented the folL wing report,

which was adopted by the Grand Encampment :

—

"The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred so much
of the Grand Master's and the Deputy Grand Master's addresses as re-

lates to the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, beg to report that M. E

.

Grand Master Withers having issued his general order recognising that

Sovereign Great Priory as a Supreme Great Priory, with sovereign and
independent power and jurisdiction over the whole Dominion of Canada,

has, in our opinion, overste^j^ed the duties of his office—the recognition

of any supreme body should emanate from this Grand Encampment.
" As to the matter of issue between the Sovereign Great Priory of Can-

ada a'd the two encampments in New Brunswick, which have for many
years been working under the Chapter General of Scotland, your com-

mittee are of opinion after a careful study of the matter and listening tti

the representatives of the Sovereign G -eat Priory of Canada and of the

Encampment at St. John, New l^runawick., that thid is a matter in which

this Grand Encampment cannot interfere. At the same time we agree

with the Deputy Grand Master in the position taken by him, that the

two Scottish Encampments in the Province of New Brunswick cannot now
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he declared clandestine, nor communication with them forbidden, except
perhaps in Canada, a regulation not binding on U3.

"

ti. On the 24th of September the same committee presented a supple-

iiiented report, embracing the following resolutions, which were also

adopted by the Grand Encampment :

—

"Resolve!),—That this Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the
United States of America recognizes and does recognize the Sovereign
(rreat JViory of Canada, over which M. E. PVater W. .). B. MacLeod
Moore, (r, 0. T. , of I'rescott, Ontario, Canada, is Supreme Grand Master
iidrifuin, as a sovereign antl independent body of Knights Tei'.iplars.

"Rksoi.vkd,—That the Grand Master, to further the establishment of
cordial and kindly relations with the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, be
requested to appoint ;i representative of this Grand Encampment near
that Sovereign Great Priory."

All which is fraternally submitted,

1 HkXRY RoilEKTSOX.
ColliuL'wood, (hit., Oct. I'Jth, 188().

The ('oimnittee of Grand Council j^ppointed to report on the
(Irand Master's Allocution, referring to the diluculty with Eno-
land in the matter of the Warrant is.sued to the Melbourne
Fratres, sai<l

:

The Council regrets the un*' n'tunate difference which has arisen between
the Great Priory of England and Wales and this Great Priory in respect
to the warrant granted to Metropolitan Preceptory, Melbourne, Australia.
The Warrant was issued by this (Jreat Priory, believing that Australia was
luioccupied Templar territory, and with no view of infringing the rights
or prerogatives of any other Great Pudy, and the Grand Council trusts a
solution of the matter may be arrived at that will not impair the happj-
relations heretofore existing between the Great Priory of England and
Wales and this Great Priory without interfering with the rights and dig-

nity of either Grand Body.

A motion .subsequently submitted, to the efleet that the
(|ue.stion of granting further Warrants to open Preceptories of

Knights Templars at Melbourne, Australia, to be postponed
until the next Annual Assembly of Great Priory, was lost by a
considerable majority.

The correspondence with the Great Priory of England, reter-

led to this Annual Assembly from the Special Assembly held

at Kingston in February last, was con.sidered, and after some
(li.scussion, the followiitg resolutions were

Moved by R. E. Frater Henry Robertson, and seconded by V. E. Frater
Thomas Sargant,

Whereas, On the 13th day of July, 188G, the Sovereign Great Priory of

Canada issued a Warrant, in contirmation of a Dispensation which had
been previously issued by the M. E. the Supreme Grand Master, on the
Ist day of December, 1885, to a number of Canadians and other Knights
Templars, authorizing them to open and work Metropolitan Preceptory,
No. 28, at Melbourne, in the Colony of Victoria, Australia

;

And ivhci-cati, The Great Priory of England has protested against this
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action, clairainK that it is an unjustifiable infringement of its jurisdiction,

in one of the Dependencies of the British Crown, and has recjuested this

Sovereign Great Priory to withdraw such Warrant at once, otherwise non-

intercourse will be declared
;

And u-hereas, After the formation of the Craft Grand Lodge of Victoria,

it is alleged that some of the Royal Arch Chapters in that Colony then

working under English Warrants were withdrawn, and the Templar bodies

there having ceased to exist for a number of years, were suspended, the

Colony of Victoria unquestionably was, and is now, an unoccupied terri-

tory for all branches of Masonry beyond the Master Mason's degree
;

And whereas, It is a well understood principle of Masonic Law, that

every Supreme Masonic Body in the world possesses an equal and cor-imon

right to open and charter subordinates in every Kingdom, State, or Coun-
try wherein there is no Grand or Supreme Body at the time existing

;

And whcrean, The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, as an Independ-

ent Sovereign Body, has concurrent jurisdiction and co-equal rights

with other Grand Templar Bodies, in all unoccupied territory, including

any and all of the Colonies and Dependencies of the British Crown, where
no Supreme Templar Body exists

;

And whereas, The Great Priory of England, being under the control

and authority cf Convent General, is not a supreme or independent gov-

erning body (except in so far as its own subordinates are concerned), and
cannot therefore properly claim exclusive jurisdiction in other parts of the

British Empire ;

And ivhereas. The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, in issuing the said

Warrant to Metropolitan Preceptory, No. 28, has not exceeded its au-

thority, has not violated any principle of Masonic Templar Law, and has

not invaded the jurisdiction of any other Supreme Body, but, on the con-

trary, has acted strictly in accordance with established law and precedent,

in the best interests of Templarism ; be it therefore,

Resolved,—1st. That the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, while de-

siring at all times to be in the most friendly and Knightly intercourse

with all regular Templars, do not, however, believe it to be consistent

with their professions to sacrifice principle to expediency, and to declare

that they are actuated in this matter solely by the best motives and to

foster the interests of Templarism in the British Colonies. 2nd. That
the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, considering the facts above set

forth, can only regret that it is impossible to coincide with the view taken

by the Great Priory of England on this matter in question, and caimot,

therefore, withdraw the Warrant which has been legally issued to Metro-

politan Preceptory, No. 28, at Melbourne, Colony of Victoria, Australia.

Moved by R. E. Frater E. H. D. Hall, K. C. T., and seconded

by R. E. Frater S. S. Lazier, in amendment, that

Whereas, This Great Priory, having granted a Warrant to Metropolitan
Preceptory, at Melbourne, Australia, on the assumption that it was Terri-

tory unoccupied by any Templar Order, holding under any Grand Body,
and it now appearing that the Great Priory of England and Wales claims

to have at and prior to the granting of such Warrant a chartered Precep-

tory in Australia ; and this Great Priory, recognizing and upholding the

principle of Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction, are now prepared to

withdraw such Warrant ; but, in view of the fact that Metropolitan

Preceptory has, under such Warrant, been proceeding with the usual

business of a Preceptory, and has made members and installed Compan-
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ions as Fratres thereof, who joined the same in good faith and without a
knowledge of the facta upon which the Warrant to the said Preceptory
was issued, and should be protected and are entitled to the Templar rank
conferred on them by said Preceptory, do not feel justified in withdraw-
ing the Warrant to the prejudice of the members uf said Preceptory ; it

is, therefore.

Resolved,—That this Great Priory request the members of Metro-
politan Preceptory to accept, and the Great Priory of England and Wales
to grant, a Warrant to such Preceptory, bearing the same date as the
Warrant of this Great Priory, and to recognize the Fratres installed in

Metropolitan Preceptory as Knights Templars and Knights of Malta, and
arrant them certificates as such, and that on this being agreed to that the
Warrant granted by this Great Priory be withdrawn.

The Grand Master put the motion on the amendment, when
the vote was taken. For, IG ; against, 40, and the amendment
was declared k^t.

It was move<i. in amendment to the main motion, by R. E.

Frater S. S. Lazier, and seconded by R. E. Frater S. G. Fairt-

lough.

That this Great Priory is not in possession of sufficient evidence as to

the fact of the occupation of the territory in dispute to be able to form
an opinion upon the matter as to the legality of the issue of the Warrant
to Metropolitan Preceptory, and that a committee be appointed to en-
quire into the facts and to collect evidence to enable this Grand Body to

come to an intelligent conclusion at the next meeting of Great Priory
;

and to ascertain in the meantime upon what terms the Great Priory of

England are prepared to receive the Fratres of Metropolitan Preceptory,
in case this Grand Body should decide to withdraw the Warrant.

The Supreme Grand Master put the question, and the vote

was taken ;—for, 1 2 ; against, 44—and the amendment was
declared lost.

The vote was then taken on R. E. Frater H. Robertson's

motion ;—for, 42 ; against, 10—and it was declared carried.

On the decision of the Great Priory being announced, the

Supreme Grand Master, M. E. Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore,
uddiessed Great Priory, and said:

—

Fratres,—Although not unprepared for your decision which was to

some extent foreshadowed by your refusal to accept the more moderate
course suggested to you at the Special Meeting of Great Priory in
February last, 1 must deplore such action as will probably entail non-in-
tercourse with England (as perhaps but one of its lesser evils), followed
as it will be by disunion and other vital consequences naturally resulting
from a violent rupture with the parent body—feeling very acutely the
knowledge that my own too ready trustfulness was the immediate cause
of this unhappy complication, I have carefully refrained in my Allocution
from any attempt to bias or influence your body, remaining, as far as
possible, neutral ; as with my often avowed sentiments and feelings I

could not, in this matter, be with you, I would not be against you. My
bounden duty to the Templars of Canada, with and for whom I hav*

fT
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worked for thirty-three years, and tho high status of the Order whicl; :-

so dear to me, demanded of me such restraint as should in no de<,'re<

imperil its possible future, and I made tho honor and dignity of iho (ireat

Priory of Canada tho most important conaideratiou, but I still hope that

an amicable arrangement is possible, with patience on our side and coii-

cessit.n on that of tho (ireat Priory of England, which has acted di
erroneous preniiaes. The assertion that the CJroat Priory of Canada is

simply a local body is an entirely mistaken one, and may in a degree ex-

plain the imperious action taken by the Great I'riory of Enuland. A<
your presiding olticer, 1 Tiover relaxed my efforts until Canada became an
uidependent body, the peer of all the great Templar bodies coe(|uaI

with England and Ireland in Convent General, owning no superior but

H. 11. 11., the Grand Master, and if the concurrent jurisdiction always
admitted in the Colonies by the Masonic Body of England for the ptir.

pose of enabling brethren from Ireland and Scotland to place themselves
under their several nationalities be conceded, until such time as a

Supreme Body of the Colony is established, this painful diliicully can be
adjusted and harmony restored with no less of dignity on tho part of the

Great Priory of England or that of Canada.
I fully understand and respect the feeling of the Canadian Te!n[)lar3,

who, though profoundly loyal, do not partake of tho sentiments which
accompany personal attachment to England and her institutions, but 1

feel deeply that internal disruption is to be strenuously avoided, and to

break up the unity of fireat Priory or change the Templar system we have
inherited from tho mother country would be to entirely destroy the fruits

of my long and devoted labors, and some, at least, of your numlier can

estimate the pain and regret with which I regard such a possible resuli

and, Brother Knights, the fealty I owe to H. R. H. which I have so often

pressed upon you, is with me a deep and abiding sentiment, to be pre-

served with jealous care at whatever sacrifice of personal privileges. The
high oftice I hold with so much pride and pleasure has its obligations

which I have ever striven to discharge faithfully and in the highest in-

terests of the noble Order, which, be assured, will sufl'er no deterioration

so long as the insignia of the Supreme Grand Master remains in my
hands.

England's demand was thus courteously but very firrtdy re-

fused, and the claims of the Australian Fratrcs sustained.

Naught now remained but for England to carry out the threat

which was the alternative of a compliance with her rc(|uest.

it came in due course. The fraternal tie was severed, but

Canada maintained the even tenor of her way, and despite the

regretful course adopted by the parent Body, continued t(j

prosper. The two additional Warrants for the Australian

colony were prepared Ijy the Grand Chancellor, signed by the

Supreme Grand Master, sealed by the Grand Registrar, and for-

warded to their destination, and the Fratres of Victoria nov
enjoy the possession of a Supreme Grand Master and a Sov-
ereign Great Priory of their own, and with the heartiest frat-

ernal wishes for their prosperity from their fellow colonists in

Canada, will so unfurl the standard of Templarism at the

antipodes that its shadows will touch the remotest corner of

the Australasian j)ossessions.
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A well-deserved honor was paid to a wortli}' otticer of

(Jreat Priory at this Assembly, viz., Grand Treasurer R. K.

Frater David McLellan, on whom, in consideration of faithful

services for many years, the Honorary rank of a Past Deputy
Granrt Master was conferred.

In recognition too, of the friendship and assistance of R. K.

P'rater W. Baxte)-, of Highgato, Vermont, U. S., rendered to

(Iroat Priory, he was elected an Honorary member with the

luuk and privileges pertaining to a Past Provincial Grand
i'rior.

From the report on Foreign Correspondence appended to the
(ireat Priory's proceedings for the following year, we find the

fnjlowing, under the heading

VICTORIA :

Organization of the Sovereign Great Priory of Victoria, Australia.

On Wednesday, December 14th, 1887, at tlie Salisbury Buildings,
Bourke Street West, Melbourne, the Sove"eign Great Priory of Victoria
uf Masonic Knights Templars and appendent Orders, was instituted in a
regular and constitutional manner, and in accordance with regular Ma-
sonic customs.

The Metropolitan Proceptory, No. 28 on the roll of the Sovereign
Oreat Priory of Canada, was opened by Eminent Frater York Bramwell,
for the purpose of instituting the Great Priory and installing the Grand
Master. Punctually at the time appointed, the installing officer, E.

Frater George Talmage, P. P., ascended the throne, when the record of

Proceedings which had led up to the gathering of the Sir Knights, was
read by York Bramwell, the Secretary of the Union. Being approved of,

the Fratres formed a line to receive Most Eminent and Supreme Grand
Master-elect, Eminent Frater David Munro, who approached the altar,

and after the usual religiov formalities, was obligated, consecrated, in-

vested and enthroned, proclaimed and saluted as Most Eminent Grand
Master in due and ancient form.

The choir and Fratres then sang the well-known hymn, ** Onward,
Christian Soldiers," Frater J. C. Coverlid presiding at the organ. After
the Grand Master had addressed the assemblage, he declared the Sovereign
(Jreat Priory of Victoria, Australia, to be open in ample form for the
(leapatch of business. Patents of the Deputy Grand Master and the fol-

lowing Great Ofticers-elect were read, and such Ofticers were duly installed

and invested :

—

Deputy (irand Master, Percy Oakden ; Grand Prior, Hon. Dr. (J.

LeFevre, M. L. C. ; Grand Sub-Prior, Archibald Aitken ; Grand Chan-
cellor, York Bramwell, P. P. ; Grand Chaplain, Rev. D. Meadowcroft

;

(irand Constable, Georye Talmage, P. P ; Grand Marshal, B. J. Har-
rison ; Grand Treasurer, John Moir ; Grand Registrar, Edward A. Collis.

The remaining Grand officers were then duly obligated and invested.

At the ban(iuet which followed the proceedings of organization, Frater
J. D. Drew related briefiy the past history of the Order in the Colony,
and congratulated the Fratres on their having received Warrants for their

Preceptories from the sister Colony of Canada, which enabled them to ob-
lain self-government.

, .{
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Prater York Bramwell contrasted Templary in Victoria with the wim
droua features it presents in America, and paid a fitting and well deserved
compliment to our Grand Master, Cul. Muore.

To the foregoing R. E. Frater Henry Robertson, LL.B., Chait
man of the (committee on Foreign Correspondence, felicitously

adds his congratulations as follows

:

It is a source of great satisfaction to the Canadian Templars u<

know that our Fratres in Victoria have at last succeeded in thbir praisf -

worthy efforts to establish Templarism in their midst on a sure foundation.

They have had many and serious ditliculties to contend with, open hos-

tility from the Great Priory of England, and concealed eff'urts at home u>

defeat their objects, but they have triumphed in the end over all obstacles.

Their noble perseverance has been rewarded. Their Sovereign («reai

priory has been securely established, and we may now look forward to a

brighter era and a more prosperous development of the Order in our sis-

ter Colony.
Having complete independence and full powers of local self-government,

^he evils which heretof(jre have resulted from being subject to a distiut

power on the other side of the world, will be completely nullified and tlie

fetters which cramped their rising energies will be completely removed.

Prosperity must ensue. With the zeal and ability possessed in such a

marked de>;ree by the Templars of Victoria, we have no doubt that be

fore long t!:ey will attain a position second to none among the Great

Bodies of the world.

With regard to our share in this important matter we have none but

the most pleasing recollections. We have been delighted to render all

the assistance we could. We remembered our own struggles for indepsiid-

once and were only too glad to be of service to the valiant Fratres win.

were involved in similar difficulties. We have had our reward in the

fruition of the fully realized hopes and desires of Fratres n Victoria.

For our action herein, which we consider laudable and meritorious, the

Great Priory of England has forbidden its following to hold intercourse

with us as Knights Templars. This we regret,—not <>n our account, but

on their own, as their members will be the only sufferers. We can sur

vey the consequences with the most perfect equanimity. We desire to

live on amicable terms with all Templars, but we have no caure to regret

our past conduct in this particular. We are prepared to justify our action

by every principle of knightly courtesy and honor and Masonic law.

That being the case, and with consciences void of offence, we accept the

situation with all due humility, and will patiently await the time when

the splenetic fit of our " Bii^ Brother " shall have passed away and wiser

counsels cause a return of magnanimity.

In the meantime, we most cordially and heartily welcome the new Sov-

ereign Great Priory of Victoria, with our very best wishes for its success

and a long career of prosperity and usefulness.



CHAPTER XXX VII.

Canaua's Po.sition with Reijaku to Australia.—England's Ground
Untenable.—Fifth Annual Assembly or- the Sovereiun Great
Priory.—Withdrawal of the Edict Voainst the Scottish Temi'-

LAR8.

WO edicts of non-intercourse were now the elements
of disturbance that ruffled tlie otfierwise glassy

ocean of Templar prosperity. In the case of Canada
and the Scottish Encampments of New Brunswick,
no effort was spared to effect an understanding of

the situation before the hurtful document was sent forth.

Not so with England. Her peremptory demand was
followed immediately by a dissolution of fraternal con-

nection as imperious as it was curt. No show of friendly re-

monstrance or offer to discuss the matter, as in the other

instance, was submitted, and the least semblance of a desire to

maintain the happy relations of many years, was utterly lack-

ing. The overbearing demeanor of England in this Australian

matter was much commented on at the time by American
Masonic writers ; one of whom, referring to Col. Moore's private

request to the English Chancery, as to whether England
claimed exclusive jurisdiction in Victoria, and the reply of the

Great Sub-Prior, that it asserted a claim, " not only to it, but
to all the Colonies of the Empire," facetiously adds :

—

'* No pent-up Utica contracts our powera,
For what we want we'll grab, and call it ours.

" In view of the small respect paid by English Masons to the doctrine

of exclusive jurisdiction in the Colonies, as shown to the Grand Chapter
and Grand Lodge of Quebec, this claim of exclusive jurisdiction for itself,

in comparatively unoccupied territory, where there is no Great Priory,

by a body which is subordinate to the Convent-General, is sublime, and
must claim our admiration for its unadulterated impudence, if not for its

justice.

"The Grand Priory of Canada, not without opposition, had the man-
hood and dignity to stand upon its rights, and not only refused to with-
draw the Warrant, but granted Warrants for two more Preceptories in

the same Province. The next we shall hear upon the subject will be a
declaration from England of non-intercourse."
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To quote the Chairman of Foreign Correspondence on tlii-

question :

—

" Our action was correct and proper, even according to American prt-

cedenta, and we have the approval of a good conscience in helping thi'

Templars of Australia to obtain local self-government. To attempt to

bolster up the aggrandizing and arbitrary policy of the Grand Bodies uf

England, ill befits any citizen of the great Republic, whose noble ,suii>

sacrificed everything—even life itself—to secure that liberty which some
of their degenerate descendants are now unwilling shoul i be attained hy
others.

"The state of Templarism in Australia was disgraceful to the Order, and
every one who knows the facts will justify our action by every principle

of knightly honour. It was also strictly in accord with Masonic law anil

precedent. The territory was unoccupied. Every Templar body in it had
ceased to exist. The consideration shown by the Great Priory of England
towards its subordinates in that far-otf region had been so beneficent that

they had all silently mouldered away.
" Every effort to establish the Order on a firm basis wan ''hwarted by

open hostility from abroad, and concealed treachery from purchased
minions at home. Local self-government was the only remedy, and this

was Masonically obtained. Two other Preceptories received Warrants
from us, and the Sovereign Great Priory of Victoria has been regularly

former^ and constituted. We have withdrawn from the territory with

every desire for the prosperity of the new Body. We rejoice in their

success, and we are gratified that our assistance was of some service tu

our Fratres of Australia."

It is true that to the Cirand Master the severance of British

connection with the Order of Canada, which he had nurtured

from infancy, was a severe blow. His inborn loyalty to thr

parent Body and its Roj'al Chief, received a shock which, as ho

himself says, he did not expect in his day ; but his sense of

justice was just as keenly awake, and while he deplored the

effect, he was compelled to admit the righteousness of the

cause.

England's mistaken course in this matter was not unlike hci

conduct in the days of the old " Convent General." It was the

same domineering autocratic style of doing business that then

wrecked what mio:ht have been an excellent institution. The

desire to be dictator was ever uppermost ; but that her present

action can now, or ever will, hurt Canada, nobody but herself

believes. Indeed the Dominion Fratres are charitable enough

and fraternal enough to hope that, notwithstanding the aji-

parent anxiety and haste to cut away from her offspring, then

yet lingers a large share of the maternal afl'ection that, in tlie

near future, will aid to restore the bond that should never have

been severed.

As it is, Canada's Great Priory is not far behind England's

in point of numerical strength ; and on the score of intelligence
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ice on thi> ami ability can hold her own with an\' similarly constituted

15()«ly in the world.

'Die Fifth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada wa.s held in the Templars' Hall, Toronto Street, in

the City of Toronto, on Tuesday, the 17th July, 1888. The
M.E. the Supreme (irand Master, Col. MacLeod Moore, (J.C.T.,

{•resided, supported by the R.E. the Deputy Grand Master,

Frater Jas. A. Henderson, Q C, G.C.T.

The Grand Chancellor, R,E. Frater Daniel Spry, (J.C.T.,

called the roll, when the following Fratres among others were
leported present

:

L. B. Archibald, G. D. Adams, H. Robertson, David McLellan,
.1. M. Stevenson, L. H. Henderson, K.C.T., J. S. Dewar, J. Ross
Robertson, E. H. Raymour, Samuel S. Lazier, Donald Ross,

W. R. Howse, E. H. D. Hall. K. C. T., James Douglas, Henry
<;riflith, E. T. Malone, A. G. Adams, J. Parker Thomas, P. J.

Slatter, John B. Trayes, Joseph Beck, Joseph Martin, R. V.

Matthews, Rev. Frederick Bates, L H. Stearns, K. C. T., W. G.

Reid, A. jS. Pe^tit, John Easton, Thomas Sargant, George J.

Bennett, S. Dubber, Robert V. Douglas, H. Lockwood, Isaac F.

Toms, David Taylor, John Simpson, A. C. Garden, John Fun-
stead, Robert L. Patterson, Robert Hall, William Fitzsimmon.«,

Geo. G. Rowe, M.D., J. A. Nelles, G. S. McConkey, Philip Tay-
lor, Hugh Walker, P. J. Lightburne, E. E. Sheppard, W. B.

Doherty, H. A. Taylor, S. \\. Scobell, H. E. Channell, S. Wes-
lev, O. S. Hillman, W^illiam Watson, D. F. McWatt, Benjamin
Shortly, Robert J. Craig, W. H. Taylor, C. F. Mansell, etc.

The Grand Chancellor read lettera from the Sovereign Great
Priory of the Colony of Victoria, Australia, asking for recogni-

tion, and the following, which, being the outcome of the estab-

lishment of Preceptories in the Colony of Victoria, Australia,

l>y the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, was a matter of no
small importance, and is referred to at length by the Grand
Master in the allocution which follows.

22 Chancery Lane,
London, VV.C, 14t,h December, 1887.

Pk. E. Sir Knight Taniel Spnj, G.C. T., Gmtid Chanrellor, Soveiei<fn Oreut
Priory >f Canada :

—
I beg to inform you that at the meeting of the Great Priory of Eng-

land and Wales, held on the 0th inst., the following resolution was passwl
unanimously :

—

'' That this National Great Priory do sever all connection with, and for

the future refuse to recognize, the Great Priory of Canada."
I remain, K. E. Sir Knight,

Fraternally Yours,
W.M. TiNKLKR,

Vice-ClMncellor.
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his allocution, from whic! I i-The Grand Master then read

extracted the following :

—

Entering on this the 35th year of the revival by me of the TentpLir
degrees in Canada, and iifth of the formation of this Sovereign Great
Priory, I cannot but allude to the important events which have lately

taken place.

The action taken by the Great Priory of England and Wales, declariufi

all intercourse with this Great Priory at an end, in which even the exiiit-

ence of the Canadian Body is ignored, with the resignation of our repre-

sentative, Frater Emra Holmes, near the Great Priory of England, in cnn-

sequence of the invasion by us of their territory in the Colony of Victoria.

South Australia, having been already published, it is almost unneceasary
to refer to it further than to explain the circumstances which led to tin

separation. Personally, I never regretted anything more in my Masonic
experience than the result of this contention between England and
Canada.
To me the separation is more painful than I can express, as well a-s w,

surprise that it could ever have taken place in my day, and deeply deplore

the determination of Great Priory to maintain their position in the Colony
of Victoria, when it was shown the non-existence of Templar Preceptories

there under England arose from those which had formerly existed beini;

temporarily suspended for not sending returns, but not erased. This

gave rise to the mistake that the Great Priory of England had ceased t< >

exercise jurisdiction in the Colony. On this being made known to me, I

pointed out to Great Priory that I was in error, laboring under a miaap
prehension, in granting a warrant, and was fully impressed with the cud-

viction that on reflection they would see the justice of revoking it, but

having myself originated the mistake, although unintentionally, I did nor

specially recommend its being done, leaving it entirely to the good feeling

of the members themselves.
The determination to maintain their position was most unfortunate l^v

the amicable relations between the two Grand Bodies.

This Great Priory allowed itself to be biassed by Australian brethren.

who on being refused by the local authorities and the Great Priory of

England to establish a Preceptory there, as a last resource brought their

grievances before the Great Priory of Canada, where they had personal

friends, urging their claims as Colonists, on the plea that as there was no

immediate governing independent Grand Body in Victoria, they had a

right to it.

When I ascertained it was the intention of Great Priory to abide by

their former decision, as also to issue two new warrants, I saw it was
hopeless to look for a settlement of the difficulty, as it is usual when there

may be some ditt'erence of opinion between parties, and both sides are

desirous of doing what is right, that no further steps be taken on either

side until the difficulty is calmly talked over and adjusted. This, 1

believe, is the practice in matters of business and also in law, and ought
to be morb truly observed in Masonry. I cannot but regret that (jrreat

Priory did not feel this, for it is apparent that if true Masonry was un-

derstood there could be no " casua belli " existing.

Esteeming as I do British connection the chief glory of my position, I

must venerate and respect her time-honored and matured institutions,

and the English Masonic parent body of the world as the purest and nwn
constitutional above all others.

I cannot forget that 1 am a Templar of long standing, and a Mason of
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ortunate fcr

a Mason of

considerably more than half a century in the jurisdictions of the mother-
land, during whicli long period 1 have become connected with all the
known Masonic degrees existing.

At the same time I am fully alive to the fact, that in this most unhappy
Rchism our Templar Brothers of England appear to have shown from the
very commencement but little consideration for the feelings and opinions
of the Canadian body, by assuming a dictatorial and authoritative tone
in their demands, as if Canada were a foreign and antagonistic body in-

stead of being one of themselves, that it is scarcely to be wondered at

she should hold to the original intention of concurrent jurisdiction in

the dependencies of the crown ; each nationality, if it wished it, being
entitled to establish subordinates, but to prevent confusion and discord,

it had not of late been acted upon. There is no law. Masonic or other-

wise, why England alone should claim sole jurisdiction, each independent
governing body bein^i; the peer of each other. It would seem, however,
that English home Masonic authorities have arrogated to themselves "ex-
clusive jurisdiction," and do not recognize the authority of any other gov-
erning body in the Empire extending beyond their own territories.

A careful examination of the Masonic Templar statutes of England in

1864, shows that before this period, the Grand Conclave of England only
ilrimed "England and Wales," but in that edition is added, "the de-

pendencies," showing by the language that some one had interpolated

this. " On what grounds and authority was this done ?"

I have long foreseen it is only a question of time, when every Colony
will become Masonically independent. The Great Priory of England will

not be able much longer to keep it back.

The Colonies are quite able to take care of themselves, and are no
longer children to be held in leading strings. The Masonic governing
bodies of England should learn moderation in their demands, and re-

member that the Colonists are of the same race, blood and temperament,
and will not tamely submit to a gratuitous assumption of arhitrarj'

authority over them. The day has gone by when a clicpie of any Masonic
(irand Body can dictate to the whole Empire. Time will correct all this,

and reduce matters to their proper level, for I am satisfied thd Masonic
authorities at home must gradually and prudently re-adjust Colonial

Masonic government to the altered and altering political status and
circumstances of the dependencies. The United Kingdom will not be
able to resist much longer the inevitable— fates are in this unmistakably
manifest—let us, then, have peace with honour and right.

But I fear in this, as in other afifairs in life, until we change human
nature, we can never hope for a real Brotherhood, such as the teachings

of Masonry inculcate.

The Templar body in the Colony of Victoria, derived from the three

Preceptories authorized by this Great Priory, having declared themselves

an independent governing body, ask for recognition as such. Under all

the circumstances and the peculiar position we have placed ourselves in,

I presume Great Priory has no alternative but to accede to their reason

able request, wishing them prosperity, with the hope that they may be
fortunate in avoiding collision with other bodies of the Order ; and that

all Templars in the Colony may be induced to join with thjm in the man-
agement and ruling of their own affairs.

1 have strongly felt the interruption of the friendly intercourse with

our Scottish Templar brethren of New Brunswick, which at the time ap-

peared necessary to maintain the authority of Great Priory in our juris-

diction, but have never been satisfied that coercion is the proper way to

I
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convince people who ditt'er in opinion with us, and it is not the way to

preserve friendship or for Masons to treat each other. I will therefore

ask Great Priory, and strongly recommend that " the edict " of non inter

course be withdrawn, and the Scottish Kncanipments of New Brunswick
be considered on the same terms of fraternal regard as existed before tlie

unfortunate misunderstanding took place.

The losses to the Fraternity by death during the year ar»*

alhided to by the (irand Master with characteristic eloquence.

Two great men and Masonic brothers, in the fullest sense of the term,
have passed away—the Emperor William and his son, Frederick of Ger
many, the late Emperor. The aged Emperor William, in 1840, became
I'rotector of the Grand Union of German Lodges at Berlin, and m 187<'i

he r ceived the Grand Cross uf the Templars in England, with his son,

the great-hearted Crown Prince Frederick.

Masonry in Germany is distinguished above all other systems on the
Continent of Europe for fidelity to its Christian origin, and as Grand
Master Mason the Crown Prince was singularly beloved and e<iteemed.

In England the name of Bro. the Rev. A. F. A. Woodforrl, as a scholar

of high literary attainments and Masonic anti(|uarian, will long be re-

membered, having for some years edited the London Freemason, and in

conjunction with the well-known Masonic authorities and writers in Eng-
land, Wm. J. Hughan and F. Gould, founded the famous Quatior Coro-
nale Lodge, 2076, of London.

In our own immediate jurisdiction of Canada, R. W. Bro. Jas. Sey-
mour, of St. Catharines, a Past Grand Master since 1870 of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and first Presiding Preceptor arid Founder of the Plan-

tagenet Preceptory of St. Catharines, died on the 8th of January last.

Canada has also to mourn for one of her most talented sons, R. W. Bro.

Thomas White, Minister of the Interior, who died on the 8th of April

last, at Ottawa, in the 68th year of his age. He was an honorary P.G.
Master of the Grand Lodee of Canada, and a member of the Godfrey de
Bouillon Preceptory of Hamilton. He also in Great Priory held the

oflice at one time of Yice-Chancellor, and, in its early days, was pro-

prietor of the Canadian Craftsman.
The King Baldwin Preceptory, of Belleville, will long mourn the loss

of a brother of that Preceptory, James Alexander Robertson, M. P. for

Hastings. He was a genuine, whole-hearted brother, justly popular
with all Craftsmen.

The Grand Master then refers to a circular which he found

necessary during the year to issue to Provincial Priors, point-

ing out the necessity of additional attention to, and supervision

of, the Preceptories in their districts. For, said he :

I sadly awaken to the fact that in many of them there is but a very

superficial and confused idea of the true meaning and object of the Tem-
plar degrees ; many have joined the Order totally unfit to take part in

our ceremonies, which, so far as they are concerned, are quite unappreciat-

ed and absolutely valueless. This is generally admitted by those members
who are averse to the admission of men of objectionable pursuits, but

their co-operation to prevent it is retarded by themselves, smothering
their own repugnance, in order that the ranks of their Preceptories may
be augmented when paying periodical visits to the Commanderies of our
neighbors across the line.
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It M a great mistake to throw the Order open to every Mason who may
,ipply for admission. Because a man is a Mason, it does not follow that

he has any right to become a Templar. It is but one of the qualifications ;

and experience teaches us the fact, when thoroughly behind the scenes,

that Masonry, like many other professions, is in many respects very

hollow, and that its most noisy members do not always live the lives or do
the work they are pledged to.

Remarks have been indulged in by correspondents to the local Masonic
press, that, until our ritual is changed to conform to that of the American
Masonic system, Templary will never be a success in Canada. So far as

the ritual is concerned this is the veriest nonsense that could be uttered,

for it is an acknowledged fact that the one authorized in Canada is in strict

harmony with ancient ustges, and thoroughly in accordance with the

traditions of the Order and its solemn religious character, which forbids

08 to conform to the imaginary religious sentiments of to-day, so much
indulged in. Preceptors are enjoined by their vows of office to conform
strictly to the formula, and are not permitted to introduce innovations of

any kind. We do not profess to follow in our system thu actual lines of

the original body, further than to carry out their rules and teachings in a
spiritual and moral sense.

The leading tenets of our society are no secrets, and by a full and open
explanation of our principles we betray no secreta. The existence of

secrets with us, consists in the forms of a reception and modes of recogni-

tion, together with certain symbolical emblems, the interpretation append-
ed to them serving as a universal language by which to distinguish one
another. This applies equally to the Masonic body generally.

Our Templar degrees refer to and reprebent the connection said to have
existed between the old Chivalric Templars of the Crusades and the early

ecclesiastical Christian Builders, who, on separating from the Cloisters,

became associated with the building guilds of the western world. This
ultimately gave rise to the " Specilative " or "Symbolic'* system of

Masonry, which, at the revival of 1717, adopted a universal and non-
sectarian creed, to suit the ideas of such Masons as preferred a philosophic

interpretation of Christianity to any other that inculcates the tenets of a
particular form of religious belief, as being inconsistent and differing from
the landmarks of modern Symbolic Masonry, claiming universality and
toleration, inferring that no particular religious faith ought to be allowed
in a Masonic degree ; but Ancient Freemasonry held no such doctrines,

and was purely Christian. It seems strange, then, with what pertinacity

modern Masonic expounders try to deprecate all reference to Christian

explanations being applied to Freemasonry, for no one in their senses con-
versant with historic facts, now attempts to deny that Masonry up to 1700
was Trinitarian Christian. I maintain, and am borne out fully in my
contention by the most reliable Masonic writers and authorities of the
British Empire, that the Templar degrees are not, and rever were, a part
'>f the original Speculative Masonic system, and only grafted on and allied

to the Craft degrees towards the close of the last century, when every
idle ttJe and legend relating to Freemasonry were firmly believed and taken
fur granted by the multitude, who took no trouble to investigate the truth
or falsehood of what was told them.
How i« it possible that the degrees of Templary, professing to represent

the Ancient Chivalric Christian Orders of the middle ages, could, without
some extraordinary hallucination and perversion of truth be derived from
the present Masonic system, only first heard of in the last century ?

Our early Templar rituals, notably that of "Dunckerly" and others
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which followed, were fabricated on this mistaken belief. When the hi

tion was first promulgated, the English Grand Lodge, then, and have e\ i r

since, distinctly repudiated the idea, and do not acknowledge the Ceinp-
lar degrees at all as Masonry, but the numerous credulous coinpilem or

what they consider Misonic literature, '* following each other like Bheei>

in the beaten track, barely turn aside to the by paths," continue to per-
petuate the fiction. I must, therefore, reiterate my remarks made in last

year's Allocution : " That viewed in the light of the present genvial
opinion, the connection with Masonry is a glaring absurdity." A com-
pariaon of the rituals and doctrines of each distinctly shows this, that it

seems almost inconceivable how such a mistake should have been so lon^
continued, there being no similarity between them ; but we all know how
ditticnlt it is to eradicate preconceived ideas. It is very certain that ni

intimate relations could ever have existed between the Speculative Masonry
of the Universal creed, which denies the Deity and incarnation of th>

Messiah, and the Christian Trinitarian doctrines of the Templary. .\11

the special pleading in the world will not make the two harmonize, but
from the circumstances of Templary being revived by the Masonic body,
enthusiastic degree manufacturers supposed it to be of Masonic origin.

and endeavored to transform it into the Universal system of Masonry by
obliterating the Christian characteristics, and it has in the course of evo-

lution gradually assumed a Masonic character, and now has become gene-
rally known and classed as the principal Christian Masonic military de-

gree. Templars in the U. S. A. have asserted as a proof that the Templar
degrees were always a part of Craft Alasonry, from having been conferre<l

in the Masonic Lodges and Royal Arch Chapters on this continent since

1785. But here is where the mistake commenced, for it was not until

about that period, or a few years earlier, Templary in Great Bribsin and
Ireland was first adopted as additional degrees, on the supposition that

they were Masonic, but like many others so called, are only Masonic in

the sense that none but Masons are entitled to join them. I must confess

that at one time I did think that a connection might have existed between
the early Templars of the middle ages and the Builders, but after close in-

vestigation I am convinced this was a mere illusion, there being no atti-

nity between the two bodies, or that Templary could ever have formed
any part of the speculative system of the Masonic revival. The fact is.

to call an endeavor to make it a Masonic degree, is but one of the myths
of the past, invented to suit the views of those who, 7iut fully understand-
ing what Templary really meant, found it convenient to attach it to "Free-

masonry," as a supposed mystic society instituted in Palestine to preserve

the traditions of the "ancient mysteries " (not the " sacred " or " Divine
'

mysteries), and said to have been brought from thence to Europe by the

Crusaders. This is altof^ether fabulous and imaginary. The Freemasonry
of the " Ancient Builders" and the old Orders of chivalry were separate

and distinct Christian bodies, quite unconnected.
In my last Allocution and former remarks I fully entered into the

introduction of Templary in its connection with Masonry, showing that it

was based upon fictitious rites, long since discarded as wholly unreliable

and devoid of all credence. The actual introduction of Masonic Temp-
lary first appeared in the Lodges under the Grand Mastership of the

Duke of Athol, in the last century, who was also Grand Master of

Scotland. They were known as "Athol" Masons, or the "Ancients."
This system was carried to North America before the declaration of inde-

pendence of the colonies, and with it the " Royal Arch " and " Templar'
degrees, where they have always found favor. In Ireland also the Grand
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Lodge derived its degrees from the Ancients, but the Urand Lodge of

Kagtand being diflerently constituted, the Royal Arch was adopted as the

complement to the Master Mason—not as a sepurate degree. The Tem-
plar system never was much thought of there, nor did it become popular

until of late years, which was greatly increased by H. R. H. the Prince
of Wales accepting the Grand Mastership, when a more searching

investigation was instituted as to the claims of the degrees to be con-

sidered Masonic, as well as their direct descent from the Chivalric

Orders of the Crusades. It was then declared—"That the Modern
I Inited Orders of the Temple and Malta do not assert any tictitious claim

to a pedigree from the old chivalric fraternities ; they only retain in a re-

formed shape the imitation Orders as a Christian Society, allied, but in

no way a part of symbolic Masonry following the doctrines of the old

Orders, but not imitating them as a military body."
I have frequently endeavored to explain that in the British don'inions

we only represent the customs and Christian faith of the old religious and
military Orders of the middle ages by preserving their traditions and
Trinitarian Christian belief in the symbolic teaching of the iSacred Mys-
teries.

It seems desirable to point out the different opinions and views that ex-

ist about Masonry as well as that of my own, from \onff observation and
research, in a short summary. I refer here to the Masonic system of the

(irand Lodge of England.
I. I do not find fault so much with the Masonic Templar work, as all

of us do not see the same objects alike, but with the false basis on which
it founded. The old ritualists looked upon speculative Masonry as

the foundation of the numerous rites and degrees that bear the name of

Masonry.
It is amusing to read the effusions of various writers on the subject of

Templary as a Masonic degree, their ideas and what they know of it, was
never in being or heard of until long after the revival of symbolic Masonry
in its modern garb.

II. The first time we hear of Templary in North America as con-

nected with F. M. was its introduction from Great Britain or Ireland
into the St. Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter, Old Registry of Scotland,
in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, A. D. 1769, by British regiments
stationed there, and from what has been clearly ascertained the ritual of

the ceremony was very short, referriug to the well-known character of the

Orders of Chivalry without allusion to symbolic Masonry, evidently

merely intended to preserve the recollection of the intimacy originally

supposed to have existed between the old Christian builders and the
Ancient Religious and Military Order of the Temple.

After the Declaration of Independence by the North American
provinces, Templary was entirely remodelled there to form an integral

portion of the " New Rite of American Freemasonry," discarding all

the attributes of its chivalric Christian origin and history, as opposed
to the democratic-republican feelings of equality prevalent at that

period, and to admit of its becoming more entirely a part of the uni-

versal system of Freemasonry of the revival, adopting of late years
latitudinarian views of Christianity, which allow every one to follow

the dictates of his own convictions at variance with the orthodox
doctrines of the Church at large. Thia is the origin and the philo-

sophy of its evolution from the faith and precepts of the Ancient
Order.

III. A writer in last year's Foreign Correspondence, Templar Re-
p<Mrts, (J. S. A., does not seem to realize my assertion that Encamp-
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nienti of Knights Templan and Knights of Malta having a separate

4)xistenoe, in no way oonneoted with Mssonry, had existed after the

revival, as " he had never heard of them. " I would refer him to the

Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Conclave of Canada for .Inly,

IS'iS, where in my address will be found allusion to the authority, iu

also in my Allocution of 1882 ; and I still aftirm that such was thv

case from my own personal knowledge over forty years ago in London,
England.

IV. My desire is to redeem true Christian Templary from the mis-

taken and low ideal it has for many years fallen into. (German investiga-

tion and teaching have done more towards a true development of Ma-
sonry, as we have it, than all other nations, by exposing the falsity of its

ritualistic history.

V. Veritable Masonic history is comparatively modem, but what is

known of it must have had a source. There are traditions, speculations

to fall back upon ; and taking the teachings of Craft Masonry as they

are now known, there is everything in favor of the Christian origin of the

fraternity, but there is a sceptical feeling which destroys faith, shown in

the views of the age—the greatest, because the most dangerous, is

"Materialism."
VI. No one doubts the antiquity of Masonry, but what is wanted is

an explanation of the Modern Revival and how all these side degrees

could have become connected and derived from the speculative system.

It is (|uite certain that in the days of "Anderson and Desagruilers
"

there was a great deal of infidelity, and the Masons of that day eliminated

all that was distinctly Christian, but it appears to me the founders of

the system, in their desire to establish a universal brotherhood, did not

wish to eradicate altogether the doctrines of Christianity, but to apply

them in the shape of an allegory, so as not to interfere with their views

of the universality of Masonry. But this cannot be applied or have any

reference to Templary, which has always been dogmatic and Christian

Trinitarian.

VII. The greater number of the "high grade rites" and "side"
degrees should be altogether wiped out of genuine Masonry as useless

parasites on the Craft, and only such degrees retained as are considered

advisable to exemplify the legitimate system of the A. and A. Rite, :33".

For the most part, these side degrees are full of discrepancies, if not

absolutely profane in their frequent light and familiar use of the Holy

Name, and in the stringent and unnecessary vows required to perpetuate

them. They should only be preserved as curiosities of the credulity of

our Masonic brethren of the revival.

These rites are simply separate societies, all of whos3 members
happen to be Freemasons. This is more distinctly seen in the so-

called Masonic military degrees, an attempt to revive the old and

obsolete orders of chivalry by tacking them on to the speculative

system.
The rituals are virtually the same in all, " ringing the changes one upon

the other," but under different constitutions, which has led to so much
antagonism in the endeavor to prove the legality of each.

What is the use of all the care to preserve secrets, if we do not believe

we have something committed to us worth keeping ?

VIII. Fault has been found by the advocates of military pageantry

that we do not in our system represent the military element of the

ancient chivalric Orders, quoting in favor of doing so our name,

"Religious and Military ;" also, the old seal of "two knights on one

horse." Every one who has read the histOi<^ of the Orders represented
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in the modern degrees, knowi that they were " a lay monastic militarv

institution," but this does not apply to our imitation degrees in whicn
the religious |>ortion, " belief in the Holy Catholic faith " only is

retained, it bein^ neither advisable nor necessary to perpetuate the
military character in our peaceful Society insisted upon by those who
look upon Templary as a mere military Masonic dramatic performance,
fur show and amusement, the whole attraction seeming to consist in

public professions, with banners, bands of music, etc. , harmless in itself,

but a parody, a burlesque, on the principles taught in the Ancient Keli-

({ious Chivalric Orders.

The assumption of being a military body, applied to the Templar
degree, is manifestly incorrect, the causes which called forth the en-

thusiastic military spirit of the age when the Order was founded having
long since passed away for ever. Modem Templary is no more a military

organization that Symbolic Masonry is operative.

IX. In our Templary system we have no " Festival " date, as in the
Masonic degrees. I would recommend the historic one, first suggested
by III. Bro. Gen. Albert Pike, G'd Commander Southern J urisdiotion 33*-',

kept in the " Kadosh " degree of that rite, which commemorates the per-

secution of the ancient Templar Order- -viz : 13th January, at which date,

A. D. 1127, the Regulations and Statutes of the Templars, drawn up by
St. Bernard, were adopted by the Council of Prelates at Troyes. The
Ancient Order of Malta also held two festivals, one of the 24th June, St.

.John's Day, that Saint being the patron of the Order, and the other on
the 8th September, St. Mary's Day, the anniversary of the day on which
the Turks raised the siege of La Vallete, Malta, in 15G5. These should
be inserted in our statutes, and kept with due solemnity.

I may also mention here that in the date of the last political Grand
Master's death, "Jacques de Molay," discrepancies appear to exist in

histories of the occurrence, but this is owing to the change in the calendar
from the old to the new style.

On the night of the 16th October, 1307, the Grand Master and hia

))rincipal Knights were arrested in Paris and thrown into prison, where
they remained for nearly seven years, then were lad out for execution on
the 11th March, 1314, and burned alive before the cathedral of Paris.

The calendar of the old and new style, not having been corrected until

lung afterwards, the vernal equinox, by which all other dates are now
regulated, took place on the 13th March ; consequently, " de Molay 's

"

death was two days before the equinox.
The equinox is now fixed on the 21st March, so that the real anniver-

sary of his martyrdom is the 19th March, new style, but we continue to

hold it on the 11th March.
X. I do not think we are suthciently particular in conferring honorary

membership in the Great Priory on members of other jurisdictions.

Private feelings often influence the choice, without due enquiry and a

sufficient knowledge of their antecedents. It is also necessary to ascertain

the rank and position they hold in their own body, so as to conform to

the statutes of the Great Priory, which require all its members to be
Preceptors, or the equivalent thereto, as when once elected they are en-
titled to the rank and privileges of a Preceptor. Therefore, to prevent
any misunderstanding or interference with the regulations of other juris-

dictions their own Templar body should be informed of the intention to

affiliate them.
XI. I should remark that I am officially in possession of the present

authorized rituals of the American Templar system, founded on Specula-
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tive Masonry^ totally different in construction and hiatory from oura.

The Malta Order in the same as the English, or rather a copy, with some
little discrepancies of the revised ritual adopted by Canada since 1878.

They also add the degree called Knights of the Red Cross, peculiar u>

the American Masonic system, not practised outside the jurisdiction of

their Grand Encampment, fabricated from the degrees known in Great
Britain and Ireland as the Babylonish Pass, Knights of the Sword and
East, etc., etc. It has no connection whatever with the Templar Order,
and is neither a chivalric, nor, strictly speaking, a Masonic degree, the

history of Masonry being always looked upon as having reference to the

building of the Solomonic Temple.
The emblem of the Red Cross introduced in the degree is evidently a

mistake, confusing it with the Christian Red Cross of the Con-
stantine Order, and the name Red Cross Knights, a misnomer, the only

historic Order of that name being the Red Cross Order of Palestine—the

Templars of the Crusades, instituted centuries after the incidents record-

ed in tills so-called Red Cross degree.

The American ceremony has been occasionally practised in our Precep-

tories, or the essentials communicated, to enable the members to visit the

Templar Commanderies in the U. S. A., where it is the pre-requisite to

their Masonic Templar degrees.

A former reference to this degree will be found in my address to the

Great Priory of Canada for 1862 and 1870, where it will be seen I had au-

thority to confer it from the Supreme Grand Master of the General Grand
Encampment, U. S. A., the late Eminent Sir Knight William Hubbard,
and I still continue to authorize Presiding Preceptors, by virtue of their

office, to communicate the degree.

It never obtained any foothold with us, and was seldom or never con-

ferred as a separate degree, properly belonging to the A. & A. S. Rite of

33°, where it is embodied as the 15fch, 16th and 17th of that rite.

I do not consider it necessary for Provincial Priors to notice the degree

in their Reports on the doings of Preceptories, more than they would the

Royal Arch or any other degree of Masonry.
Fratres, let me not be misunderstood in any of my remarks, as having;

a desire to interfere with the Templar system of our brethren of the

United States of America, where I have many old and valued friends, or

to disturb the harmony existing between the two jurisdictions, but to ex-

plain on what grounds we differ from them^ and our reasons for doing so.

My sole object is to raise the status of the Templar system, and prove

what it is really intended to represent as a Christian society. " Free-

masonry proper," or pure Craft Masonry, exemplifies the universal

Brotherhood of Man ; the Templar degrees in the British Empire—the

Ciiristian's faith, but a Templar system which does not profess the Christ-

ian Trinitarian belief is a delusi n, a mere mockery, as representing the

Ancient Order of the Templars. The last Grand Master of the Chivalric

Order, the martyred " Jacques de Molay," thus clearly defines the belief

of his Order when examined before the Papal Commissioners, A. D. 1300,

at Paris, to investigate the charges against him. The Grand Master re-

plied :
—" I acknowledge the truth of what you state, but in faith the

Order has never been found wanting. I attest that I believe in God, in

the persons of the Trinity, and in all the other articles of the Catholic

faith. I believe there is but one God, one faith, one baptism, one Church,

and that in death, when the soul is separated from the body, there is but

one judge of the good and evil. This is my belief. This is the belief of
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the Order of the Temple." ( Vide. " Hiatory of the Persecution of the
'Knights Templars.'")

Provincial Priors in almost all instances reported most favour-

ably. The progiess was especially notable in the Toronto,
London, Hamilton and Manitoba districts. The Fratres of

Winnipeg had made an extraordinary bound forward and
succeeded in placing the " Albert Edward " Preceptory in the
foremost rank. From New Brunswick " a feast of rest, peace,

and harmony " was reported. The Preceptory of St. John had
" a good working equipment and two beautiful banners," but
it would seem these did not during the year attract a single

addition to the membership. It was gratifying, however, to

hear that the incubus of debt was not resting upon them and
that white-winged '• peace " smiled down upon their easy
labours. From this report it might be inferred that the edict

(lid not have the effect desired, and that the recommendation of
the Grand Master to remove it was based on something
aolid. There is no record to hand of how the Scottish En-
campments fared in the meantime, but if the edict worked
consistently they must have been in a condition of affluence.

If England's fulmination works in a similar fashion, the
Great Priory of Canada will probably make up considerable

lost ground.

There was no reason to fear from what was heard from the
superintending officers in the Quebec and Nova Scotia districts

that any falling off was noticeable. Referring to the labours
of these officers, the Grand Council reported as follows :

The reports show that the attendance at Preceptory meetings in the
majority of cases is hardly up to good average, but that the quality of
the work where it has been exemplitied, shows a marked improvement,
and hope of a greater progress in the future. The harmony of the
various Preceptories is assured by the fact that no unpleasantness has
ruiHdd the good-fellowship which should be the marked characteristic of
all fraternal organizations. In ofhcial visitations, we regret that the Pro-
vincial Priors have not been quite up to the mark, and yet we have no
doubt that all these officers have done their best. Perfection is not easily
attained, and we must not seek after too much ^improvement at a single
bound, but rather wait for steady advancement of such an endurin''
character that retrogression will be impossible. In cases where Precep-
tories show evident signs of weakness, where meetings are held with
irregularity, or not held at all, it would be well if Provincial Priors made
special reports. Nothing tends to sap the stability of the Order more
than the dead drift-wood that encumbers the sea of success, and some-
times has a deterrent and weakening influence on Preceptories that are
doing well.

The withdrawal of the edict of non-intercourse with the
Fratres of the Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick,

w
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recommended in the Allocution of the Grand Master, wa?
agreed to by the adoption of the report of the Grand Council
on the address

:

The Council recommend the recognition of the Sovereign Great Priory
of Victoria, and wish God speed, and cordially agree with the wish ex-
pressed by the Supreme Grand Master that *he edict of non-intercourHo
with the two Encampments in the Province of Now Brunswick, under the
jurisdiction of Scotland, be withdrawn.
The Council consider that the Templar Order represents a Christian

Society—an humble exponent of Christian Truth, and of the Universal
Brotherhood of Man ; and we fully endorse the Supreme Grand Master's
assertion, that <he belief in one God, one faith, and one baptism, is the
true test of a Masonic Knight Templar.

Long and faithful services in the ranks of the Order should

never be overlookeed. The following resolution adopted by a

unanimous vote was one of the bright spots in the recoi'd of the

Assembly :

—

" That in consideration of the long and faithful services of Fratcr
William Wallis Gray, a Charter member of Richard Couur de Lion Pre-

captory. No. 4, London, extending over a period of 45 yean, he having
been created a Knight Templar in 1843, at Mount Mellick, Queen's
County, Ireland, by the M. E. the Duke of Leinster, the Honorarj'

Bank of Preceptor be conferred upon him, and that the Preceptory of

which he is a member is hereby authorized to instal him as a Precep-

tor."

After an interval of some yeai*s the peri laid down by that

accomplished Frater, Judge Dartnell, of Whitby, was taken up
by a worthy successor, Frater Henry Robertson, LL.B., of

CoUingwood, and the publication of the labours of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Correspondence was resumed, much to thr

gratification of the Fratres generally, who hitherto had fouml

in them a fund of useful and valuable information. Of the

utility of such work Frater Robertson in closing his report

very truly says

:

We have endeavored to give a concise and readable resume of the most
important proceedings of the Grand Commanderies which have come to

our hands. In order to keep pace with the times, it is, i^our opinion,

essential to be informed with some degree of accuracy as to what our
neighbors are doing. We can note any changes in their laws or methods
of procedure, and watch their effects. We can thus correct our own legis-

lation, or avoid mistakes.

As members of one common family, we must necessarily take an inter-

est in the welfare of our foreign members. Their success is a matter for

our rejoicing, and in order to do our work well we must be in possession

of the requisite knowledge. These Reports form a method of inter-oom-

munication that cannot be excelled, and they have a tendency to bind us
more closely together, and they add zest to that intercourse that is the
real pleasure of our Association.
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The proceedings of the year 1888 in the Sovereign Great

Priory of Canada opened with the announcement that Eng-
land had shut us off from fraternal intercourse. That such a
method of dealing with a difficulty was regarded as unpro-

ductive, unfraternal, and opposed to all the sacred principles

of a sacred Order, Canada admitted, by withdrawing an edict

of similar import directed against the Fratres of the Scottish

Encampments in New Brunswick. Can it be expected that

England will realize and acknowledge that she has erred ?

Time will tell.

fl'S
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Proceedinos of tub Sixth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Gkeat

Priory—Encouraging Outlook for the Order—The Grand Mas.

ter's Allocution—Temi'larism and Masonry.
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J,ITH the Sixth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign

Great Priory, held in the current year, this record

of its proceedings closes. Of the thirty-one Pre-

ceptories organized since the establishment of the

Order in Canada, twenty-seven figured actively

on the roll, three were ceded to the Great Priory

of Victoria, Australia, and one, the " Odo de St.

Amand," of Toronto, after an existence of sixteen years

had surrendered its warrant and thrown in its lot with its sis-

ter Preceptory, the " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar." The cession of

the Australian Preceptories together with the resignations,

suspensions and deaths had brought the total membership
from 990 to 944, but the outlook, notwithstanding, was more

hopeful and the prospect of a steady, if not rapid, progress

more assured than ever before. The printed report of the pro-

ceedings of Great Priory included a complete list of the Fratres

enrolled as members of the several Preceptories, a glance at

which is sufficient to show that the stability of the Order is

in safe and assured custody. There can be no material falling

away or lack of enthusiasm in a body embracing, as this does,

men honored in the Craft and esteemed in the community,

whose connection with the Templar Order was born of a

knowledge of and devotion to its history and precepts, and

upon whom the shallow allurements that are being displayed

in various quarters as a bait for the thoughtless can have no

impression whatever. The doctrines and teachings of the

Templars if not attractive enough in themselves can never be

assisted by the vanities of male millinery and street parades,

at least in Canada, nor does the proper exemplification of the

degrees depend for effect and impressiveness upon " scenery,

surroundings and costumes," other than those which the ritual

354
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and stitutcs lay down. One of the Provincial Priors report-

ing on his district urges the more frequent amalgamation ot

Preceptorios so that combination and consequent strength

vvouhl aid "to erect halls and to provide those scenic properties

and surroundings which would enable us to confer the de^jrees

with proper impressiveness and beauty." He is the only one
who ventures such ideas for publication. He apparently for-

gets that those who are anxious like him for " scenic properties
"

are in a very small minority and very likely to remain so. He
however submits his views with a conscious belief in their value

and feasibility, Ijut if they are ever to be realized the compo-
sition of Great Priory must undergo such f ^.lighty revolution

that even he would be astounded and probabiy remorseful.

Montreal was selected this year for the annual gathering, and
the time that of the meeting of the Supreme Council, A. & A.

Scottish Rite, There was consequently a gap of nearly sixteen

months between the assemblies, but notwithstanding, there was
little to come before the Fratres for discussion or settlement.

The attendance,too, was below the average, demonstrating again

that while the jjreat strength of the Order lies in Ontario it

is risking too much to hold the meetings of Great Priory else-

where. The Fratres who met in the Masonic Hall, Place

d'Armes, on Tuesday, 22nd October, 188i», were : Col. Moore, the

M.E. Supreme Grand Master ; Dr. J. A. Henderson, Deputy
Grand Master ; Daniel Spry, Grand Chancellor; J. W. Murton,
I. H. Stearns, J. Ross Robertson, David McLellan, Thos. Sar-

gant, Geo. J. Bennett, Henry Griffith, Fred J. Menet, A. G.

Adams, Thomas Brock, J. B. Trayes, S. Lebourveau, S. W.
Scobell, William Reid, E T. Malone, H. E. Channell, Chas. F.

Mansell, Allan McLean, E. E. Sheppard, 0. A. Humber, VVm.
Fitzsimmons, Col. F. D. Buttertield, L. B. Archibald, Samuel
Dubber, Samuel Wesley, David Taylor, Robt. J. Craig, D. F.

McWatt, R. L. Patterson, Geo. D. Adams.
R. E. Fratres B. D. Babcock, Past Grand Commander of

Ohio, and George Otis Tyler, Past Grand Commander of Ver-
mont, were among the visitors, and were received with grand
honors and heartily welcomed.

After referring in feeling terms to the lamented death of

Past Grand Chancellor Chai-les Davis Macdonald, K. C. T., of

Peterboro', which took place on the 29th July, 1888, the Grand
Master addressed the Fratres as follows :

Invitations were sent to ma from bodiei of the obedience of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, and no doubt were also received by
others in this jurisdiction, to attend the " Triennial " Conclave at Wash-
ington during the early part of the month, which my failing health did

'if
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not admit of my accepting, but I am glad to learn that many members
from Canada were present, as it is always profitable to witness the pro-
ceedings of other Grand Bodies of the Order, although differing so mate-
rially from our own, by which the fraternal and kindly feelings are thus
kept up, and I rejoice to say, such exists amongst us. We can assure
them at all times of a fraternal welcome. No doubt in the present in-

stance our Canadian Fratres found their visit to Washington to witness
the magnificent spectacle of so many U. S. Templars in military uniform,
and partaking of their generous and lavish hospitality, most enjoyable.

To me large military organizations are no new sight, and I cannot now
feel the same interest in those of an imitative character, more particularly

as I have long abandoned the idea that Masonic Military Templary repre-

sents the " true Order," or that there is any connection between Templary
and Freemasonry, which at one time I may have supposed existed. At
the same time the discussions and proceedings in tlieir Grand Encamp-
ment are always interesting and instructive. My currespondencd with
their Grand Master, General Charles Roome, has been most pleasing, in

which we have exchanged ideas of interest to both on the construction uf

the two modern systems.

To that Nestor of the symbolism of Ma<ionry and erudite writer on all

sabjects cmoected with Masonry, General Albert Pike, Grand Cam-
niander of the Southern Jurisdiction, A. & A. S. Rite 33°, 1 am indebted

for most interesting and valuable information as regards true Templary,
from his facile and learned pen, which has cleared up many doubtful

points relative to the Masonic Templar system, that had not been quite

clear to me.
It is only within the last thirty years any attempt has been made tu

clear up the contradictory opinions and statements that surround Modern
Templary, respecting its origin, object and meaning, with its assumed
Masonic connection, no trouble being taken previously to investigate the

truth or falsehood of tie assertions made, every idle tale and legend

being taken for grante I as strictly true. Various theories were advanced
to prove that Templary was a component part of "Free and Accepted
Masonry," of the 1717 revival, but all have failed to convince before his-

toric fact and modern criticism, however carefully perversion of truth may
be arranged. In 1873, a most se rching invest iyation was instituted as to

its alleged derive tion and conr ction with " Fre masonry,'' as well as

direct descent from the old orders of chivalry. It was then clearly ascer-

tained and declared that Modern Templary was in no ivatj a part of specu-

lative Freemasonry, but merely allied to it, to preserve the intimate con-

nection that was supposed to have existed between the old Christian

builders—stone Masons of the Cloisters, and the religious and Military

Orders of the Crusades, to represent and continue them as a Christian

society, following the ^^rinciples and usages of chivalry by preserving their

traditions and Trinitarian Christian belief in the symbolic teaching of the
" Sacred Mysteries."

Although it cannot claim a direct descent from the ancient '* Military"

Order, after its supitression in the 14th century, still a continuous connec-

tion exists, and the perpetuation of its doctrines and principles accounted

for and tr ced, from many of the original members retiring into secular

life and the religious houses throughout Europe, others joining the co-

temporary Order of St. John of Jerusalem, afterwards known as Knights

of Malta.

If the old "Temi-lar Order" is dead, its teachings have survived;

nothing is more certain than that the rules, constitution, and even the
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general features of the ceremonios have been preserved, appropriated and
practised, with such modifications as the chan^^es in opinion and state of

society demand, and is a revival of the same object, which it correctly re-

presents ; this view of the subject has the weight of evidence, legendary,

as well as historical, over the visionary assumption of " Misonic" Tern-

plary, but many in this sceptical age who have taken the Templar degrees,

eagerly seize upon any new theory, physical or moral, to use it, if possible,

against Christianity, under the cover of science or criticism, insisting that

in the course of evolution the old Templar doctrines were merged into

speculative Masonry of a universal creed, and will not admit the advis-

ableness of perpetuating the exclusive Christian Trinitarian character,

considering that Knight Templary and Freemasonry must eventually
yield to evolutionary progress, believing that man's conception of the

Deity corresponds with his knowledge of nature, and with advanced in-

tellectual studies. Of revelation they know but little.

Such is the language of the free-thinking and advanced opinions of

the day as regards Templary, in opposition to those who desire to perpetu-

ate in the true Templar system the doctrines of the true Catholic faith

to the honor and glory of God.
The argument brought forward, that the Templar degrees fjrmedapart

of the original plan of speculative Freemasonry on the revival, is a mistake
based upon anachronisms, as they all refer to periods long after the inven-
tion of additional degrees of the Templar system. The error of adopting
these degrees at all has been distinctly pointed out by modern Masonic
investigation of the most reliable authority.

The Templar degrees arc not a military association ; they only borrow
he ntme from the ancient chivalric Orders, whose principles and rules

they are supposed to imitate by engaging^ in a spiritual warfare for the
protection and promulgation of the Christian faith, which it is not reason-

able to believe would be accomplished if they reverted to its original

military character.

As a purely Christian society allied to Freemasonry, military evolutions
and displays are quite out of place, of no benefit, and questionable both
in policy and utility.

The title " Sir" prefixed to the names of members is another inconsis-

tency, assuming a title of the British aristocracy, frequently making the
great mistake of leaving out the baptismal name altogether, to which it

applies, as the " title " can only be properly used with the Christian
name, or when combined with it and the surname. The term " Frater,"
has been incorrectly objected to, as giving the idea that it refers to the
"Roman Catholic Priesthood. " This is a mistake. The word has always
been used in the mediieval military religious fraternities, being merely
the Latin for brother.

There is no such thing as Matonic Knighthood, any such claim or usage
is but an idle fable ;—the honour of Knighthood can only be conferred by
the Sovereign of the Realm, or the representative of the Sovereign duly
authorized.

The term " Allocution "—a speaking to,—and that of '• Military," ad-
ded to the title " Religious," merely follows the ancient order to show
from whence it is derived. "Allocution " refers to the mandates of the
ancient Grand Masters, but is not, with the title " Military," strictly ap-
plicable to our modern system, which does not pretend to establish a new
Knightly Military order, but to represent and perpetuate in a Christian
society the principles and usages of the old, obsolete religious and mili-

tary fraternities of the middle ages.
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It is believed the term " Encatiipment " was first used by "Dunck-
erly " when Grand Master, taken from the military character of the old
Order, to represent the temporary aBsemblies at stated periods of the Ma-
sonic Templars, who for the time being are supposed to be in camp.
The reformed degree of the " Kadosh "—Holy—which gave rise to the

modern Templar Degrees, was originally one of vengeance and hatred
against the oppressors of the Templar Order, viz : The Papacy and the
Royal House of France, now changed to preserve the recollection of the

Eersecution and dispersion of the Templars and the sufTurings of its mein-
ers ;—but it must be recollected that all those Templar Degrees, under

the mask of Freemasonry, are buu fabrications of the last century.

The name " York Rite" is peculiar to the American system of Free-

masonry, and is not used in the Empire, where very few rites are known
or acknowledged ;—it is the fabrication of a prominent Mason, Thoa.
Smith Webb, who in the United states, at the end of the last century,
attempted to prove that he had adopted the true work of the ancient
" York Masons," but it is well ascertained no such work was in existence,

being absorbed in the speculative teaching and system of the existing'

lodges in Great Britain and Ireland. Tha York drand Lodge died out in

1700, leaving no representatives, and never chartered lodges out of Eng-
land.

The comments so frequently indulged in by Masonic writers on the

great antiquity of " Freemasonry," has led to the common mistake and
belief that it alludes to the symbolic system of the present day, whereas
it refers only to the ancient operative stone Masons,— speculative Free
masonry being comparatively a modern institution, founded upon the

customs and principles of the ancient Builders.

All the modes of recognition in the United Orders of the Temple and
Malta are of modern Masonic origin, unknown to the old religious and
military fraternities, and are of but little use in preserving the esoteric

character of the degrees, serving only as explanatory illustrations of the

rituals, to show their purely Christian Trinitarian character.

The objections raised to a union of the Orders of Malta and the Temple
on the grounds of the latter being a secret society, whereas that of Malta

had no secret receptions, is but one of the mistaken conceits of the Ma-
sonic connection, not from any difference in the religious dogmas,—both

Orders being the bulwark of the Christians in Palestine, actuated by the

same motives—but it arose from the military jealousy of their leaders,

and the contentions that existed, often terminating in bloodshed, which

had been so great a hindrance to the Christian arms, that Pope Gregory

X. and St. Louis endeavoured to bring about a union, which was rejected

by both Orders. Subsequent attempts were made arter the evacuation of

Palestine without success, but has now been happily accomplished, since

the modern revival.

During the past year (1888) the old sixth Langue of Malta—the Eng-

lish branch of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, has been re-organized

in London, under a Royal charter of incorporation, with H. M. the Queen
as sovereign head and patron, and under said charter H. R. H. the Prince

of Wales has become the Grand Prior, the Order being devoted to the

original Hospitaller professions—relief to the sick and injured, and the

alleviation of the sufferings of the human race, with aid to the wounded
in war.

The Templars of England, it has been asserted, are derived from the

" Baldwin " Encampment of Bristol—now Preceptory—which, with two

others, the " Observance " of London, and " Antiquity " of Bith, appear
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on the English Templar Calendar as from "Time immemorial," claiming

to have been eBtabliahed in the early daya of the genuine Order, but this

claim really means that they had a separate warrant of existence before the
re-organization by H R. H. the Duke of Kent, as Grand I'atron in 1804 7.

The very name Encampment contradicts the assertion ; all the old Templar
houses were called Preceptories and sometimes Priories, after places never
from persons. Although these Encampments appear to be the oldest in

England they cannot show a greater antiquity than the last century from
the high grade Masonic system of Continental Europe. They conferred
" seven " degrees, viz : 1. Masonic Knights Templar.—2. Knights of St.

John of Jerusalem.—3. Knights of Rhodes.— 4. Knights of Malta.—these

three latter are the same Order at different periods of its history.—5.

Knights of Palestine or the " Red Cross" of the Constantinian Order of

St. George," not the paji^an red cross of Babylon.—6. Knights of the Rosy
Crucis, and 7. The Kadosh, the ^'' Rose Croix de Berodem," was the step

above the Templar installation, teaching in an allegorical form the truths

of Christianity, followed by the " Kadosh " connected with the history of

the persecution and dissolution of the old Templar Order.
The Scottish Templars are said to spring from the ancient Priory of

Torpichen in Midlothian, where at the era of the " Reformation " " the
possessions of the combined Orders of the Hospitallers of St. John and the

Templars were declared forfeited to the Crown of Great Britain and
Ireland, on the grounds that the services retjuired by oath of the Prior or
Preceptor were to defend and maintain the " Roman Catholic religion."

The last Grand Prior, Sir John Sandilands, embracing the Protestant
faith, surrendered the possessions of the Priory to the Government, re-

ceiving a grant of them to himbelf, with the title of Lord Torpichen in

1564, which founded the existing family of that name.
After the dispersion of the members, an unsupported tradition states

that many of them joined a Masonic Lodge at Stirling, which gave rise

to the Knightly Order becoming incorporated with Masonry. The present

Scottish ritual is very similar to that of Canada, being derived from the
ancient Templars, founded upon the " Benedictine " canons.

In Ireland, the Templar degrees have been always more or less con-
nected with those of Great Britain, and are now presided over by H.R.H.
the Duke of Connaught. They have always followed the Masonic element
of Black Masonry in preference to the reformed Templar system.

On the continent of Europe, Templary is clearly traced to the high
grade system of Masonry, and there is no evidence in any country of its

being a direct continuance of the ancient order. The claims of France
rest upon a charter given to Larmenius by De Molay, which has been
proven a forgery. The Swedish Templars assert it was introduced there

by a nephew of De Molay, who was a member of the new " Order of

Christ " in Portugal—after the dissolution of the Templars, and they now,
with Denmark, and other nationalities in Germany, conform to the re-

formed system of the obsolete Templar rite of " Strict Observance."
With respect to the Templar system of our fratres of the United States

— after the purely chivalric degrees first introduced into the St.

Andrew's R. A. Chapter at Boston in 1769, had died out—they chose to

adopt a ritual that resembles no other in any country. It therefore seems
doubtful if the Masons who introduced the degrees and " set up " what
is called " Templar Masonry " in the New England States, ever had the

degrees conferred upon them ? If so, how came they to make a ritual for

themselves unlike anything else in the world ? From this it would seem
they could not have been in possession of any ritual of the degrees of the
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motherland, or had altogether forgotten the O. B. by which they receiveil
them, for if they had retjularly received them, how came they to abandon
or even tamper with the ceremonies and their fundamental principles,
commimicated only under solemn obligations? But it is more than pm-
bable that, not having the authorized ritual, they concocted one to stiit

their own ideas of the Masonic Templar alliance, totally changing the
meaning and object, importing into it the elements of efjuality that pre-
vailed at the time in Europe, with latitudinarian views of the Christian
religion—for if anything in the world resembles another leas than all others
do, American Templary is as fur removed and resembles as little the real

Templary of the middle ages or that of its modern Masonic revival in

England.
This has been so far acknowledged by some of the most prominent and

best informed authorities, stating " that it was not the intention to adopt
the peculiar religious opinions, or follow the usages of the old religious,

military fraternities, but to create and adopt a Masonic military degree of

their own to be known as ' Knights Templars.'

"

In its present form, U. S. Templary can have no pretension to be con-
sidered as representing the old Order, hence the mistake of associatini,'

the degree of the two countries as meaning one and the same.
The advances made by the English Templars a few years ago towards

an alliance proved unsatisfactory, as the views adopted by our United
States fratres did not in easentiah assimilate with those of the Empire—
the originators of their system chose to found it altogether on Craft Free-
masonry, and they are now so connected they cannot be separated to

amalgamate with a system not equally so—the formula of a reception
into the degree based on the ancient Templar ceremonies and Trinitarian

Christian belief are totally different in structure, usages and creed from
that of Templary based upon Craft Freemasonry.
The purely Masonic Templar system can be compared to little else tlian

what might be called *' a frantic effort after the real thing, with a sort uf

photograph of it to start upon "—but which in many instances has de-

generated into a burlesque of the original idea, however well " got up
'

and enjoyable as a public dramatic military spectacle, but is not Tem-
plary.

It is well to bear in mind that the Masonic high degrees were the pro-

duction of Masonic enthusiasts, ambitious and desirous to claim a parent-

age for Freemasonry from the extinct religious military fraternities, and
who concocted the " Myth " that the old Templar Order still existed, pre-

served in the Masonic fraternity—but it is a mere delusion to suppose
that speculative Masonry refers to, or represents, the original sectarian

and Trinitarian Christian Order of the Temple or that of St. John of

Jerusalem. The circumstance of formerly conferring the modern de-

grees "under Craft Warrants," only meant having the charter in the

room during the Templar ceremonies, so as to give them sufficient

authority as an adopted Masonic body.

To speak of Templary as an order of Freemasonry is simply ridiculous.

The order of the Temple existed for centuries apart from Freemasonry,
without any known connection, further than that the old Knights Tem-
plars emptied the ancient craft as workmen, and our modern Grand
Lodges of Freemasonry consider the Templar degrees glaring innovations

upon symbolic Masonry. This is clearly shown in a pamphlet printed

in London, as far back as 1796, called " Freemasonry or a Word to the

Wise, being a vindication of the Science as practised by the Grand
Lodge of England." Templary therefore in the Empire is only recog-
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nized ai quasi Masonic from beiu(( allied to it as an additional degree for
about a century past, and it never obtained recognition as such save at

York, with the Royal Arch, in 1780.

It may be interesting to know that the device of the " Orescent Moon
and Star " on the Mohammedan standards and frequently seen on Irish

Masonic medals, with other emblems, is an insignia of the old military

Templars which, when the victorious Turks had seized the ancient city of

Byzantium—now Constantinople—they had adopted. It appears on the
silver coins struck by King John of England for the coinage of Ireland.

A connection had existed between the Templar, and such religious

houses as the " Augustine Friars," established in Ireland, and the
Knights had materially assisted Kin^; John.

In the proceedings of the lluyal Irish Academy, a year or two ago, it

is stated that recent excavations in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin,
discovered bronze ornaments, representations of the "Star" and "Cres-
cent Moon," with a " cross," which probably were worn by the Knights
500 years ago, whose remains are buried in the crypts. It is also to be
seen as a Christian symbol in parts of St. Patrick's (Juthedral.

Sepulchres containing the remains of the old Knights Templars on being
examined have been found to contain relics that justify the name, such
as small cube or oblong stones near the skeletons, evidently buried with
them to represent " the small white stone " of the New Testament, de-
noting a Belief and Hope in Christ.

Unfortunately many interesting facts that would exemplify Ancient
Templar history have been so mystified by Masonic fear of betraying
secrets (?) where none exist that many of these have been lost sight of.

It was an oversight of the revivalists introducing "the Star of Bethle-
hem," a pure and Christian symbol in Craft Masonry.
The true badge of the Templar is the white mantle and blood-red cross

of Martyrdom, worn only within the precincts of the Preceptory, with the
representation of the Bright Morning Star of Bethlehem.
The ancient Military Templars when engaged in war on the arid plains

of Palestine, for lightness, used helmets of chain steel links, carried usu-

ally at the saddle bow ; when not in action replaced by a close- fitting red
skull cap, to which a " coif " was attached, or the hood of the mantle
drawn over it. This cap is now the form of the " Biretta " of the eccles-

iastical dignitaries of the Romish church, and represented also by the red

cap seen in portraits of the Ancient Grand Master, or the heraldic " Cap
of Dignity," or " maintenance," worn, on what are called " Collar-Days,"

by the nobility of the Empire, with the robes, on state occasions.

Referring to the establishment of the Canadian Preceptories

in Victoria, Australia, the subsequent formation of the Great

Priory of Victoria and the estrangement of England, the Grand
Master said

:

The Independent Great Priory founded there by this Great Priory,

we must all feel gratified to learn, is in a very prosperous condition, al-

though stUl, with ourselves, unrecognized by that of England. Person-
ally I poignantly regret that a misapprehension in the first instance on my
part of concurrent jurisdiction existing there, led to the old kindly rela-

tions with the Mother Grand Body being severed. This is not as it should
be, if for a moment we consider the ancient precepts and principles of the

Order, which the old chronicles of early times thus pointedly and quaintly
define :

—" The defence of religion became the office and pride of the old
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l^obiUty and the orders of Knighthood,—the duty of a Knight was to

maintain the Catholic faith. The cross of Christ was no sooner lifted up
as a standard under which the defenders of the faith were to rally than
all Europe was united in a bond of brotherhood to testify their love for

the Saviour of mankind, and to protect from insult and injury the perse-
cuted servants of that Saviour."
The Catholic faith being the very basis of the character which belonged

to a Knight—every one conversant with the ohivalric usages must recol-

lect that the highest glory was to be called " A Verie Knight and servant
of Jesus Christ." The teachings, then, of true Knights Templary, are a

transcript of God's word as rendered by the sacred volume, expressed ivi

symbolic language and carried out in life. Its very name " religious
"

and the duties its striking ritual imposes by O.B. are too solemn and bind-

ing to be trifled with, and make it an order not to be conferred on such
as look upon it as a mere source of amusement and social enjoyment-
forgetting that all vows and protestations are both solemn and binding',

and when reference is made to the Holy Name and prayer oll'ered up t<>

the Throne of Grace, unless all due reverence and deep humility be ob
served, is but taking the " Holy Name in vain,"— let us then, my Fratros,
" Be not deceived, God is not mocked."
Be assured my whole desire has ever been to promote the true object

and teachings of the Order without any wish to interfere with the ad-

verse opinions of others, or to draw invidious comparisons with the prac-

tices of foreign jurisdictions and our own, but simply to explain from my
own standpoint what I consider Templary is intended to represent in the

British Empire.
In these remarks I have followed the maxim of speaking positively of

what I know and am convinced is true.

:; I
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1830, its present revival, and asking for a patent. The fol-

lowing were the Templars who met on the 10th of January :

Fratres W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Captain, Staff Officer of

Pensioners; Robert Sellars and Samuel Boyden, surviving mem-
bers of the Encampment ; William Yorke Moore, Lieut.-Col. H.
M. 54th Regiment; William Marriott, Captain H. M, 54th
Regiment ; John Lanktree, doctor of medicine

; William Ford,

senior, leather merchant.

Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore was elected the first Eminent
Commander, and among the first companions, all residents of

Kingston, installed into the Templar Order, were Companions
Royal Arch Masons James Alexander Henderson, Master in

Chancery; Richard Dowse, Staff Surgeon; 1st class, Alexander
Gordon, Lieut.-Colonel! Royal Engineers ; Hon. John James
Bury, Lieutenant Royal Engineers ; William Joseph Goodeve,
merchant ; Samuel D. Fowler, superintendent Marine Railway,

and Ellery W. Palmer, druggist.

The petitioners asked the Grand Conclave that the name of

the Encampment should be changed to Hugh d© Payens, after

the first Grand Master of the Order, as this Encampment had
been the first Canadian Encampment to range itself under the

Grand Conclave, also as being the oldest one in the then

Province of Canada. The Kingston Templars, in the mean-
time, worked under the old warrant of 1824, until the 10th of

April, 1854, previous to which date, and on the 14th of January,

1854, the Hon. J. A. Macdonald, Henry Grain, Captain Royal
Engineers, and Reginald Onslow Farmer, Lieutenant Royal

Engineers, were admitted into the Order. Frater Macdonald
is now Premier of Canada, and a Knight Grand Cross

of the Order of the Bath. On the 10th of April, 1854, a

communication was received from the Grand Conclave of Eno;-

land and Wales, stating that a Patent of Constitution had been

granted, designating the Encampment the Hugh de Payens,

that the old warrant of 1824 had been confirmed, and only

one guinea fee was charged, as for a Patent of confirmation,

instead of five guineas, the fee for a new Patent. The old

warrant had been sent to the Grand Conclave. At this meet-

ing petitions were read fi"om Companions Samuel Bickerton

Harman, Toronto, Barrister; Sir Allan Napier McNab, of

Hamilton ; Thomas Douglas Harington, Chief Clerk, office of

the Receiver-General, Quebec; Francis Richardson, druggist,

Toronto ; William Murray Jamieson, Toronto, merchant ; Geo.

Duggan, Junior, Toronto, City Recorder; Frederick William

Barron, Principal Upper Canada College, Toronto ; Thonia-s

Gibbs Ridout, Toronto, cashier Upper Canada Bank; William
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le mean-

George Storm, Toronto, architect, and Samuel S. Finden,

Belleville, collector of customs. All these companions were
afterwards installed in the Hugh de Payens, except Compan-
ion Barron, who was installed later on in the Geoffrey de St.

Aldemar Encampment, Toronto, which was formed in 1854, by
the foregoing Toronto Fiatres, under a patent from the Grand
Conclave of England and Wales. The records show that Com-
panion John George Howard, Toronto, architect, received in

October, 185 4, the honor of Knighthood in the Hugh de Payens.

At the April assembly Prater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore pre-

sented the Encampment with a New Testament, handsomely
bound in vellum, " and having thereon a suitable in.scription,"

a black veil for the Golgotha, and a Baldric and Star. Frater

Lt.-Col. Moore, 54th Regiment, pre; cated a handsome ebony
cross on a marble stand. The Fratres by resolution expressed

their appreciation of the services rendered and the zeal dis-

played by Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore in reviving the Order
of the Knights Templars in the City of Kingston.

The Assembly was closed by all the Fratres renewing their

pledges and swearing fealty to the " Grand Conclave of the

Royal Exalted, Religious, and Military Order of Masonic
Knights Templars in England and Wales." It may be inter-

esting to know that the following Fratres were the first ofiicers

of the Hugh de Payens Preceptory under the new warrant

:

Fratres W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Eminent Commander

;

Richard Dowse, Prelate ; James A. Henderson, Ist Captain

;

Hon. John A. Macdonald, 2nd Captain; Alexander Gordon,
Treasurer ; William J. Goodeve, Registrar ; William iTorke

Moore, Expert; Thomas D. Harington, Almoner; Hon. J.J.

Bury, Standard Bearer, "Beauceant;" Sir Allan N. McNab,
Standard Bearer, " Red Cro.ss ; Samuel B. Harman, 1st Herald;

Samuel S. Finden, 2nd Herald ; William Marriott, Captain of

Lines ; Henry Gibson, Equerry.

From and including the April meeting, 1854, the assemblies

of the Encampment were held in the Templars Hall, Kingston.

Two rooms, including the whole depth of the stone building on
the corner ot Wellington and Brock streets, were fitted up for

the Order, and were sublet to the Ancient Frontenac Chapter.

The Encampment received candidates from London on the

west, as well as from Ottawa on the east. Many Companions
from the town of Belleville sought enrolment and were ad-

mitted, and from these originated the King Baldwin Encamp-
ment, of Belleville. On the 10th July, 1854, Frater W. J. B.

MacLeod Moore, having received a dispensation from the Su-
preme Grand Master, formally constituted and consecrated the

"I
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Hugh de Payens Encampment, and at the same assembly pre-
sented the Encampment with two valuable and historic paint-
ings, over two hundred years old, representing two naval battles

of the Knights of Malta with the Algerine Corsairs. The Pre-

ceptory has these paintings on the walls of its hall. <Jii

the 24th June, Fratres Henderson, Dowse, Marriott, Fin-
den and Perkins visited Auburn, in the State of New York,
on the courteous invitation of the Salem Town Encampment
extended to Hugh de Payens, and from tlie record of the pro-

ceedings, as placed on the Minute Book of Hugh de Payens,
we find that the Canadian Fratres were handsomely received.

Frater Lt.-Colonel Gordon announced that being desirous of

commemoiating tlie revival of the Order of Knights Templars
in Canada, and of the placing the Order on a proper footing,

he had presented the Eminent Commander with twelve crosses,

and suitable ribbon for distribution, the Order to be known a«

the " Gordon Order of Merit " of the Hugh de Payens Encamp-
ment. He addressed Eminent Frater W.J. B. MacLeod Moore,
and, in making the presentation, said :

" Permit me to present

this Order of Merit to be by you distributed as a memento to

those Fratres who liave been instrumental in restorini; and
placing on sure, and I humbly trust, a lasting, foundation in

this Province, the Ancient Order of the Knights Templars. I

am desirous that this Order should be now and hereafter limiteil

to twelve Fratres, who must be members of the Hugh de

Payens Encampment, and of which number you are to be the

first head or chief, inasmuch as to your zealous exertions is

mainly owing the revival of the Order in this city, and the

credit of establishing it on a regular and constitutional basis,

under the banner of the Supreme Grand Conclave of Masonic

Knights Templars in England and Wales. Eminent Conmiander
of the Hugh de Payens Encampment, I now, with the greatest

pleasure, invest you with tlie Gold Cross of the Order, which

you will retain and wear until death, and I present you with

eleven crosses of silver for distribution. I have limited the

number to twelve, as it thereby bears a pleasing reference to

that mystical number which has a hallowed signification in

the memory of every soldier of the Temple. It is my wish that

in case of the death of any of the Fratres on whom this Order

of Merit is originally bestowed, the vacancy thereby occurrinf,^

shall be filled up from time to time by a meritorious Frater,

being a member of the Hugh de Payens Encampment who
shall be chosen thereto by a majority of the votes of the sur-

viving members of this Order.
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" Herewith, I have drafted and submit for your approval,

the first statutes of the Order. The cross of this Order is

composed of four isosceles triangles, its extreme width is one-

and-a-half "nches, the width of their bases five-eighths of an
inch between the arms of the cross, from the centre are four

leaves in gold, and one surmounting the cross in front of the

ribbon ring, as an emblem of the Canadian maple, the number
whereof being the five points of fellowship. On the centre of

this cross patee is a circular plate of silver, five-eighths of an
inch in diameter, on the exterior edge of which is a circle in

relief, having the inscription ' Hugh de Payens, Resurgam,'

and in the middle of this plate are the emblems of mortality,

surmounted with rays of glory, over which is an equilateral

triangle, with twelve equidistant lights thereon. On the re-

verse of the cross is inscribed ' Of Merit, A.O. 7S6.' The
thickness of the metal (either of gold or silver) of this Order
is one-eighth of an inch.

"This ribbon will, I trust, ever remind you of our glorious

banner, the Beauceant, and while, like the Templars of old,

you are steadfast to your faith, may you ever be loyal, brave
and true.

" The ribbon is watered-silk of two primitive colors, black

and white, each one inscribed with an edging of red (the em-
blem of blood), the former ai'e each one inch in width, and the

latter one-eighth of an inch in width, making the whole width
of the ribbon two and-one-quarter inches, the black to be worn
uppermost.

" While you, and the other Fratres wear this Order, may it

in time of temptation and trouble, recall to mind the untimely
fate of him who fell from the lofty, and once cherished, posi-

tion, held by him among the chosen of the great Emanuel, and
feeling that we inherit the fame of those who shed their blood

in defence of the cross, may it oave us from falling. Accept
then, and wear this Order of Merit until death, bearing always
in mind the subscription thereon, ' Resurgam,' and as a soldier

of the cross, may you, 'when the dust shall return to the

earth, as it was,' rise again with glory, to join the heavenly
encampment of the ransomed millions of which our great

Captain, Jesus Christ, is the head and corner-stone."

The Eminent Commander, on the presentation being made,
addressed the Fratres on whom the Order was conferred, a.s

follows :

" In accordance with your wishes, I will now select and in-

vest the eleven Fiatres for this Order.
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Payens Encampment, and the possessor of the Order will wear
it for life. When a vacancy occurs it will be filled up by that

Frater on whom the suHrage of the surviving members of the

Order may fall.

" And now, my Fratres, may we when we wear this ribbon

and Order, ever view it as an additional emblem of vigilance,

to keep us ntindful of our duties as soldiers of the Temple."
The writer has j^iven at length the proceedings on the forma-

tion of this interesting Order, which owes its origin to the zeal

and liberality of its founder, Lt.-Col. Alex. Gordon, R.E. This
worthy Frater, who Jied some ten years ago, had advanced to

the rank of Major-General in Her Majesty's service. Of the

original members of the Order, Fratres Moore, Henderson and
tSellars are the only ones surviving.

At the assembly of 10th July, 1854, a letter was read from
Frater the Hon. Wm. B. Hubbard, the Grand Master of the

General Grand Encampment of the United States, acknow-
ledging receipt of a circular announcing the founding of the

Hugh de Payens, and requesting a copy of the statutes of the

Grand Conclave, also a copy of the patent of Constitution of

the Hugh de Payens, and stating that the Grand Recorder of

the present Grand Encampment had been directed to forward
their printed proceedings. Thus early had amicable relations

been formed between Canadian and American Templars. At
the assembly of October 9th in same year the by-laws, which
had been carefully prepared, were ordered to be printed and
distributed.

At the assembly of April 9th, 1855, the accounts for the

collars and jeweli of the officers of the Encampment, and the

Beauceant and Red Cross Banners, ordered from London, Eng-
land, amounting to £77 2s. Od. were ordered to be paid.

Under Eminent Frater James A. Henderson, an active and
zealous Templar, the Encampment flourished to a remarkable
extent. Companions from Montreal, Ottawa (then Bytown),
Brockville, Peterboro', and Belleville, became Templars and en-

rolled members under its banners.

In January, 1856, the Grand Master of the General Grand
Encampment of the United States announced that he had is-

sued a circular to all Encampments under his jurisdiction, not

to recognize as Templars those hailing from Canada, unless

they held allegiance to the Supreme Grand Conclave of Eng-
land and Wales, and the Provincial Grand Conclave of Canada,
and on October 13th, 1856, a communication was received, in

which the Supreme Grand Master of the General Grand En-
campment informed the Provincial Grand Conclave that Can-

•1i
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adian Templars, who had not received those degrees of KniLjlu-

hood, whicli are indispensable in the working of the Teinplai

degrees in the States, might be healed, on visiting Encaiup-
ments in the States, as a pre-requisite to their admission tu

such Encampments. At this assembly was read the authority,

dated 12th August, A.I). 1850, from the Most Eminent and
Supreme Grand Master of the Grand Conclave. uuthorizinL'

Hugh de Payens to have and take rank and precedence from

1 2th February, A.D. IcS^*. At the assembly of May Nth,

1857, the treasurer reported that after ])ayment of all claims

there was a balance on hand in cash of £31 7s. .'kl. The Vln-

campment has well kept up its character for prudent manage-
ment of its funds. At this date it has invested funds, the in-

come of which is sufKcient to meet the yearly running expenses.

On the 29th of October, 1 8 ")7, that worthy Erater,Col. Thomp-
son Wilson, of London, Canada West, was by dispensation in-

stalled in the Hugh de Payens, as the Eminent Commander of

the Canir de Lion Encampment of London, there not being in

that city a sufiicient number of Eminent or Past Eminent Com-
manders to instal him after his election. The warrant estab-

lishing this Encampment is dated 29th of May, 1857. This

worthy brother had joined Hugh de Payens on the 10th of

July, 1854. It may be remembered that the degree of Knight
)i Malta appears to have been generally communicated to the

rCnights Templars, and seldom so fully worked as the Knights

Templars degree. On looking over the two volumes of minutes

one finds many mattei's of local interest only, and which are

worthy of publishing, when a full history of the Encampment
is called for. The records have been fully and minutely kept.

Year by year the Encampment has lost members and received

additions. The number of members at present on its roll is

twenty- three. The terms Encampment, Eminent Commander,
First Captain, Second Captain, etc., were continued until Aug-
ust 8th, 1873, at which assembly the name Preceptory, Eminent
Preceptor, Constable, and Marshal were first used, and enter-

ed on record, the former names of the officers being

changed by the English governing body in 1873. The En-

campment became the Preceptory, the Eminent Commander is

called the Eminent Preceptor, First Captain the Constable,

the Second Captain the Marshal, Prelate the Chaplain, Ex-

pert the Sub-Marshal, Captain of the Lines the Captain of the

Guards, and the Equerry is known as the Guard. The cere-

mony of installation was brought back as nearly as possible to

the ancient ceremonial, and certainly made more impi'essive

and attractive to the intelligent candidate. The Fratres hel

i; ':
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ccgularly the annual banquet, which as a social reunion has

always been a marked success. In 1883 the (irand Chancellor

of the then National Great Priory of Canada authorized those

preceptories which did not elect their otHcers in the month of

December, to have their annual election in that month. The
Hugli <le Payens, in accordance therewith, changed their day
of election from the month of February to the second Monday
in December, and the installation to the second Monday in

January following. Wlien the Sovereign Great Priory was
formed in 1884, Hugh de Payens ranged itself under its ban-
ner, and accej)ted a Patent from that Grand Body, still preserv-

ing its precedence and rank from 12th February, \ii'2\. This
patent is set out in full at page 143 of the printed proceedings

of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. At the Annual
Assembly on the 7th July, 1885, the Preceptory received the

name of "the Hugh de Payens, the Premier Preceptory," and
numbered 1. At the assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory

of Canada held on the 13th of July, 1886, on the recommenda-
tion of the Supreme Grand Master, the Fratres of the Hugh
de Payens were allowed to wear the distinguishing mark of

Provincial Priory officers, namely, one white stripe in their

sashes and ribbons, and this the Great Priory allowed, adding
this highly flattering encomium, "The oldest Preceptory in this

Dominion is fully entitled to a distinguishing mark." The Su-
preme Grand Mjister in his allocution, delivered at this assembly,

stated that he should appoint ex-officio permanently as the

Grand Master's banner-bearer, the Piesiding Preceptor of the

Hugh de Payens Premier Preceptory, as he was the first

elected Commander of that Preceptory.

The writer is indebted for many of the facts in the history

of Hugh de Paynes, to Eminent Frater James A. Henderson,
the Great Sub Prior of the Order. Venerated by the Craft at

large in all positions this distinguished Frater has held, he has
in his work in Great Priory commanded not only the respect

but love of the Fratres. It is to be hoped that to many
Fratres resident in different parts of the Dominion the notice

of old " Hugh de Payens " will recall with pleasure their ear-

liest connection with the Templars, and that Fratres in charge

of the records of the different Preceptories will carefully pre-

.serve them, so that the future historian may be able to give

an interesting account of the many incidents which cluster

round the Order of the Temple in Canada.

m
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CHAPTER XL.

The Past of Canapian TK.Mri,AUiHM—The Amkhican and Canaiha.v

Systems Comi'akkd—Who Can Jistly Claim the Temi-lak Title?

—The Obper ani> its Fi'tuue.

NE ventures on debatable ground and accepts a

situation that has the merit, at least, of beinjf

aggressive, when he undertakes the task of peer-

ing into the Canadian Templar past, and out of

the work of an organization, that cannot claim to

have been an unqualified success, predicts a future.

Could we, with even the scant knowledge of the student

in palmistry, examine the Templar hand and to a limited

extent trace the life lines as they cross and recross in greater

or less degree, it might give us a fair claim to a gift of prophecy.

And yet we are but poor humanity. We air our opinions with

a self-satisfied promptness and feel that, guided by our own
light, we are dictators of thought that is proof to all criticism,

and gradually give way and grudgingly give up our vantage

ground, and only smile as our critics lose themselves in the

hopeless maze of argument, from which we have somewhat
unwillingly extricated ourselves.

The history and origin of the Knights Templars have been

dealt with in the earlier chapters of this work. The variance of

opinion of different authors is slight—indeed tlie tracings are

so distinctly marked that the novitiate cannot stray from a

pathway that is brilliant with historic truth.

While the connection of Templarism with modern Masonry
is admitted, the fact stands in the forefront that Craftsmen and

Templars, while travelling to-day along the fraternal stream,

were in early times as far apart as the poles. The revivalists

whose hearts were endowed with love for the Pilgrim Shrine,

saw that the tree of modern Templarism could only prosper by

being matured and nourished by the waters of the Craft stream,

so the growth of Templarism was diverted, and all over the

world, at the present time a knowledge of the primal degree;

is the pre-requisite of Knighthood. In Great Britain, Ireland,

372
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Canada, and Australia tho system is founded on Christianity,

with its bulwark of the Trinity. Proud in strength, it has

gallantly resisted the attacks of the aggressor, and in its march
of mercy has carried its eagles to victory, the standard-bearers

crowned with the laurels of a faith the Hower of which bloomed
from that spring-bud which opened its petals the day tho

Christ-Man yielded up his life on the Cross of Calvary.

The writer has more than ordinary respect for the opinions

of men of the stamp and character of the esteemed and vener-

able Grand Master, M. E. Frater MacLeod Moore, a respect tem-
pered with an admiration for tenacity of opinion which forces

the conclusion that it is not only well founded, but sincere.

His assertion, proved by the light of history, of the essentially

Christian character of the institution is of course unassailable,

and the introduction of any degree not in strict hariTfiony with
this idea is foreign to the genius of Templarisn. In the

United States, where the Order is open to men of all religious

Vjeliefs, a great organization is held together by fraternal obli-

gations, analogous to those uttered at Craft altars ; and while

the style and title of the Order imply that it is built on old-

time lines, an examination of its system places it in a different

sphere from that of the Templarism of both (treat Britain and
Canada. Its success is phenomenal, and in earnestness, energy
and all the contributing forces which may be legitimately used,

it counts in its ranks a host, whose thoughts have been taken
from the Craft brain, that is really the fountain of light which
sheds lustre on every organization that has any claim to Ma-
sonic fellowship.

This is the trend of thought one is forced to follow after a
close reading of the tomes of Templar lore, and it is satisfying

to the minds of the men who write with a pen guided by
brotherly love for the world at large.

The Order of the Red Cross, with all its beauty of legend

and ritual, has no connection with the Order of the Temple.
The Supreme Grand Master atKrmed this years ago, and he is

endorsed in his view not only by the Fratres of Great Britain

and Canada, but by General Roome, the Past General Grand
Master of the Knights Templars of the United States, who, in

a letter written to Col. Moore on the 25th October, 1888, says :

"I agree with you that the Order of the Red Cross should

never have been introduced into our (Order; system, and can-

not see any connection between it and the Order of the Temple.
It in no wa}' refers to the Christian religion, and should never,

therefore, have been made part of a system whose foundation

is Christianity. Templars in this country, however, believe
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diflercntly. I'oiMonail}', I also a<jrct; with you that Templar-
ism should ho Trinitarian, hut theio are nmny LJnitaiiims in

thi.s country who arc earnest Templars, an<l who tin«l no iHtli-

culty in their professions of helief in the ( 'hristian reli^'ion. It

is not for mo, therefore, to interpose my personal opinions, in

view of the harmony now prevailing,'. I am fully satistied

that the Knijjhts Templars in the United Statiss mean to he

thoroujjflily Christian, and that they will, under the inHuenci

of Christianity, to the uttermost of their ahility, promote the

happiness and welfare of mankind and unite Christian Masuns
in a sacred bond."

There are many reasons which step into the realm of ai;;u-

mcnt when we endeavour, as if with a divining rod, to arrive

at conclusions as to the real difficulties in the way of perfect

success in the Knight Templar Order in the Dominion. Oiu
environment is peculiar. Wo liavo not tlie pecuniary means
which is essential to a certain extent in building up all frater-

nal organizations. It does not of course necessarily follow that

because we are not gifted with surplus wealth, as are our

Fratres across the line, wo are less contented or less happy, liut

the luck of means has in a measure a deterrent effect, and is

therefore not a happy factor. Again, we have a territory that

extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific, without the density

of population that is such a material aid in carrying on frater-

nal work. Yet another reason may be advanced in that we of

the Dominion have an attachment for home life that is not to

be found in other countries outside of Great Britain. Oui

American neighbours live more on the wing than we on this

side of the great lakes, and the craving for fraternal associa-

tion is much greater than with us. Again, may not the power
of the Church act as a preventive to the flourishing of Knight
Templarism in this country ? Templarism is a type of Chris-

tianity in its fullest sense, but to some extent secularized, and
therefore it comes into competition with the Church as an in-

ducement to make or keep men Christians. Now, the Churcli

is too powerfid to feel the effect of any such opposition, and

Templarism is too weak to compete with it. Further, there

are so many societies and associations attached to the Christian

Church that it leaves men who are inclined to Christianity

little time to indulge in any such luxury as Knight Templar-

ism, e\en were they not satisfied with the rites and ceremonies

of their religion.

In countries where the Trinitarian testis not a pre-requisite,

Templarism loses its grand principles, and is only an association

for show and sociability. Unless a man be an adherent of a
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churcli wliich tcachoH tlie doctrine of the Trinity lio cannot be

a true Knight Templar, and in this view tlioughtful minds
concur.

On this continent Teniphirs are one in fraternity, but <livi<lod

on a (juestion tlmt lias disturbed the serenity of thinking

minds for many years, vi/. : the claim to the name they

bear. It is argued from a historic standpoint that the rejection

of the Trinitarian doctrine shatters, at once, any claim they

may possess to call themselves Knights of the Temple. The
British system, which is almost similar to that of (Janada, is a

perpetuation, in a modified form, of the Ancient Chivalric

Order, which accepted, as a cardinal dogma, the doctrine of

the Trinity. The moment we set aside that for broader views,

and become latitudinarian, that moment we forfeit our right

to the title we have hitherto borne. If we are to be consist-

ent and honest, wo must abandon that to which we have no
claim. There can bo no objection to a man holding to his

opinions in a free country, but he must do so under his own
standard, if his freedom is to be purged of all suspicion of de-

ceit. In the United States, a Christian organization, under
the name of Knight Templar, has grown in wealth and num-
bers because, we are told, it discarded at its formation the

ancient doctrine for the broad platform of modern religion. It

points to its numerical strength and prosperity as a result of

the system, but admits, at the same time, that that system,

called by any other name, would not, perhaps, be equally at-

tractive. The question then arises—has it a right to the super-

structure while disowning the foundation ? The two are

necessarily inseparable. History settles that phase of the

question beyond peradventure, but, for obvious reasons, the

distinction is conveniently made by our go-ahead neighljours.

The martyr De Molay's utterances before the Papal Commis-
sioners, at Paris, incontrovertibly connect the Templars and
their faith. " I attest that 1 believe in God, in the persons of

the Trinity, and all the other articles oF the Catholic faith. I

believe there is but one Uod, one faith, one baptism, one church,

and that in death, when the soul is separated from the body,

there is but one Judge of the good and evil. This is my ])0-

lief. This is the belief of the Order of the Temple."
Such are the words of the last Grand Master of the Ancient

Order, and by a singular anomaly, due to what i.s popularly

known as advanced ideas, his memory is revered and hcjuoured

by men who don his garb and badge, but reject the doc-

trine to which he subsciibed with his life.
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A perusal of old Masonic constitutions, their dates extenil-

ing over a period of more than two hundred years, show that

our brethren of the misty past acknowledged belief in the
Holy Trinity. Anderson in 1717, when he produced his con-

stitution, made many radical changes and omitted the Trini-

tarian qualification. Brethren noted this and rebelled, but it

was not until a score of years had passed that their dissatisfac-

tion took practical shape, in the revival of the Temple Ord< r,

where they taught the doctrine which had been recognized in

their lodges from time immemorial, and which was fully ex-

pressed in the opening sentences of the old constitutions, viz.

:

" The might of the Father in Heaven, with the wisdom of His
Glorious Son, and Goodness of the Holy Spirit, three persons

in one Godhead."
It is claimed that this opening of the door of Templarism to

those who do not profess the ancient doctrine may gather in

many attracted by the allurements of parade, pageantry, anil

social reuion ; but it deters, at the same time, the student of

history who, without doing violence to his feelings, could not

ally himself with so repellent an incongruity. That this i

the condition of atfairs in the United States, many eminent
Masonic writers have asserted. The late Theodore T. Guvney,

of Chicago, in 1880, said :
" We would advise our Dominion

Fratres not to be in haste for a change. Our system is very

attractive, but it cannot bear inspection too closely. We claim

to be Knights of the Temple, but it is only a claim, neither

equipments nor rituals giving us any authority to insist u[>on

such a distinction."

The Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery of Viiginia, in

an address delivered at Richmond in November, 1870, threw a

little light on one cause of the prosperity of which our neigh-

bouring Fratres boast. He said ;
" At the close of the war the

best of the Masonic fraternity sought knighthood, not only on

account of its Christian princi{)le.s and high character for nol'Ie

deeds and good works in the past, but also that by union with

those of similar principles, they might either rid the lodges of

the many unworthy who had gained admittance during tlie

war, or reform them. The unworthy also, drawn by the vayrii'.

history, and uniform, favoured by the desire for numbers and

the neglect of the officers, found an entrance into the Temple

and assumed vows which they could not honestly take, pro-

fessed ])rinciples which they could notcomi)rehend, and entered

on a professed life whose duties they had no heart to practice

The Order thus became numerically prosperous, but the seeds

of death were in t^ie bieath that gave so large a life."
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As an instance of the extraordinary lengths to which the

liberality of our American Fratres led them, and in support of

the contention that in seeking to build up the Order by num-
bers, we may leave it open to reproech or ridicule, the follow-

ing extract from the report of Frater G. B. Edwards, chairman
of New Jersey's Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in

1882, is submitted :

—

" It may not be out of place here to peji a slight memorial to

a worthy Mason and Knight Templar, who assisted at the con-

ferring of the Order upon the writer, and who was a member
of the Commandery. Of the seed of Abraham, he was a Jew

—

a Jew by education, a Jew by religion, a Jew in life, a Jew in

death. One to be greeted in the great hereafter, whether met
with in the bosom of Abraham, or of the Redeemer, both of

whom on earth were of his nation and religion,"

Past Grand Master Hopkins of Pennsylvania, addressing the

Grand Commandery, in 1881, on the Trinitarian qualification,

said :
—

" I have always contended that our Order rested upon
that foundation or upon nothing ; that all our symbols, lessons

and ceremonies declare our belief in the Holy Tiinity."

Many quotations, of a similar import, taken from the utter-

ances of eminent Fratres across the border, might be added, but
the foregoing will be sufficient to show that there is not that

concurrence of opinion respecting the Templar Order as a

system in the United States that goes to make a sound success.

Numerically, the Templar Order, south of the lakes, was never
stronger than it is to-day. The recent Triennial disjilay at

Washington may be adduced as proof of this. But take away
the glitter of the parade, the seductiveness of martial music, the

gregarian attractiveness, and the pleasurable reunions, and
how many would be left to fight the good fight, as " poor
soldiers of the Cross," and stay within the fort to battle against

infidelity and unbelief, with no reward but the consciousness

of their right-doing :'

Would the cause of tine Templarism be advanced in Canada
by exchanging that to which we have clung for noai'ly thirty-

five years, and which fundamentally '

; as pure as tloctrine,

teaching and history can make it, for tiie pomp and parade, to

which our American Fratres incline ? If the future prosperity

of the Order is to be measured by numbers, the example of our
neighbours is before us. There are those in our midst who
argue that successful Templarism can only be manifested in

buildings of imposing proportions, wheie the ceremonies can
be conducted with scenic and musical effects, wl., bjH-rooms
and armouries will echo to the patter of the " goose step," and

li
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the tinkling of nickel sheathed swords ; where banquet halls

will resound periodically with song and merriment, and where
fraternity in its pleasantest and most alluring form may be

enjoyed at a considerable outlay.

Having thus considered some of the points that necessarily

have to be marshalled in review, in dealing with the general

history of Templarism, let us close with a more particular al-

lusion to the work in our own land, which has to exist and
quicken under native inspiration.

The Templar Order in Canada has had its trials, troubles and
tribulations. Craft Masonry itself, in the earlier times, was
enveloped in difficulties that were well nigh fatal. In the lat-

ter, the keynote of freedom sounded when the Canadians, aftei

years of entreaty and appeal, vainly sought the kindly eye and
friendly hand-shake of their mother across the sea, a neglect

that marks the calendar of Canadian Craft Masonry, and is

yet fresh in the minds of the veterans of the Craft, who, strug-

gling for a kind word from mother lips, appealed for recogni-

tion without avail, and, driven out of the old home, had to

fight the battle of independence and sever a connection, the

continuance of which would have lowered forever the vitality

of Canailian Masons. And surely the change has been a

pleasant one, and peace, prosperity, and friendship exist be-

tween ourselves and the mother from whom we claim descent.

The Order of the Temple in Canada had its struggle, when,
passing through a .state of dependence under the control of

British Templarism, it rejoiced in a new birth, and became an

independent organization, blessed with powers of self-govern-

ment, emancipated from foreign control and influence, and
governed with a view to the best interests of Canadian Fratres.

In dealing with the future of the Order—indeed, with its

present .status—our endeavour is to conveyan unbiassed opinion

that may be the means of refreshing the Templar mind, and
thus doing gciod. There are two courses open in the future to

the Canadian member.ship. One is to adopt the .system which
prevails in the United States, where, in a semi-militant manner,
ceremonies in drill and military tactics are the mainsprings

that move the hundred thousand sword bearers, who, under

the pseudonym of Templars, convene and vie in street parades

and exhibition drills, which culminate, at certain periods, in

triennial display. If we take the American Fratres as an ex-

ample, we must fall into line with our High Church brethren,

who place ceremonial before the Christian teaching of the

Order, and show and parade before the practice of our teach-
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ings. We would thus worship the shell and reject the meat
of the Chivalric Order, and our ritual would become an un-

meaning form, subservient to the pomp of ceremony and parade.

The other course is to pursue the even tenor of our way,
abandoning the extravagance of ostentatious parade, and adher-
ing to the traditions and practices of the Ancient Order within

our Preceptories, drawing good men to our shrine, not by the

inducement of outward show, but by a beauty of ritual and
exemplification of teaching, which may soften the heart and
make us feel that we have an end to serve, not only helpful

to a great brotherhood, but to mankind at large. There are,

however, other points to consider, in connection with the

position and future of the Order in the Dominion.
Some favour the centralization of Preceptories in the larger

cities and towns, while others argue that Preceptories, with
even small memlbership, located in the smaller towns and vil-

lages, would be more advantageous to the Order.

Those who advocate the first proposition claim that the his-

tory of the Preceptories in the Dominion reveals the fact that

in the smaller towns and villages Knight Templarism might
be more successful, and that outside the large cities the Pre-

ceptories have not a vigorous membei-ship. Further, the posi-

tion is strengthened by the consideration that the expense
necessary to be incurred in providing Preceptories with the

paraphernalia and appointments for the work, could not be

met by many Preceptories outside of the larger cities and
towns. Another ground is taken by those who oppose cen-

ti'alization. They assert that it is unfair to compel brethren

desiring admission to the Order to journey to the large cities,

pay their fees, and thus assist in fitting up elaborate halls

w'ith handsome furnishings, while, at the same time, compelled
to supply themselves, at a large expense, with a semi-military

attire ; and that it is doubtful whether they reap any practi-

cal advantage from such a state of things, or learn anything of

the teachings of Temjilarism. One prominent Frater, who
advcx'ates this latter view, maintains that all the satisfaction

the Fratres from a distance get is that as " poor soldiers of the

Cross," they can " hew wood and draw water, as serving bre-

thren for their imperious city Fratres." This is, however, a

pessimistic phase of thought, and is limited and not general

in area. Those who are airainst centralization aimie that it

w^ould be better to follow the plan of the churches and have
Preceptories in small towns and villages, as well as in the

cities, where the principles of Templarism could be taught and
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Fratres who are not indifferent to its welfare. The nrorness oftime may bring about changes which others may have to re-
cord, but if there be any question of the present stability andassured advance of the Order, it exists only in the mind.s of
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PRECEPTORIES
Oa the Roll of the Sovereigrn Great Priory, with date of Warrant, names of

Petitioning Fratres and original Officers.

No. 1. "High de Payens {Premier):' Kingston, Ont, '12th Feb., 1824.

CIIAUTEH MEMbERS, 1824.

.John Biitterwortb, William CheHUut, Thomas Ferfrusou, Robert Johnston.
Thomas Smith, (jleorge Millwood, Joseph Delay, Benjamin Olcott, Robert
Walker, William Donaldson, James Meagher, Samuel Boyden, (Jeorge
Oliver.

CHAKTEK MEM HERS OX UE01{(i AM/. ATION.

William Jas. Bury MacLeod Moore, William Yorke Moore, William Mar-
riot, Thomas Duncan, William Ford, John Lanktree, Robert Sellars, and
Samuel Boyden.

William J. B. MacLeod Moore First Pres. Preceptor.
RoBEitT Sellars •' Constable.
William Yorke Mooke " Maishal.

•Date of original Irish warrant.

No. '2. •• Geoffrey de St. Aldemar." Toronto, Ont., 8th Nov., 1854.

Samuel Bickerton Harman, Francis Richardson, George Duggan, jr.,

William Murray Jamieson, William (Jeorge Storm, John George Howard,
and Thomas Gibbs Ridout.

Samuel Bickerton Harman First Pres. Preceptor.
Francis Richardson " Constable.
Georoe Duggan " Marshal.
William Murray Jamieson " Registrar.

No. X "Godfret de Bouillon." Hamilton, Ont., 15th June, 1855.

Thomas Bird Harris, William Mercer Wilson, Dougal Mclnnes, William
C. Stephens, Robert J. Hamilton, Michael Francis Shaler, Charles Magill,
and Henry D. Munro.

William Mercer Wilson First Pres, Preceptor.
Thomas Bird Harris ' Constable.
DouGAL McInnes ' Marshal.

No. 4. "Richard Cojur de Lion." London, Ont., 2()th May, 1857.

Thompson Wilson, James Daniel, Patrick James Dunn, Andrew McCor-
^mack, Andrew Walsh, John Stuart, and William Walls Gray.

THOMP80N Wilson. First Pres. Preceptor.

James Daniel, " Constable.
Andrew Walsh " Marshal.
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No. 5. " Nova Scotia." Halifax, N.S., 11th Oct., isr.s.

Alexander Keith, James Foreman, Henry ('. I), Twininjj, .TohnJ). Nanli,

John Kichardson, Frederick TraunweiHer, and John M. Taylor. ytCHWBOiK ..

AlE-XANDER Keith First Pres. Preceptor.

James FoKEMAN " Constable,

Henky C D. Twining " Marshal,

No. 6. " Kino Hai.dwin." Belleville, Ont., 7th June, 1861.

John iJharle.s Franck, Alfred Argyle C^anipbell, Willjgm Hamilton Ponton,
Rev. James Abraham Preston, Samtiel Deadman Fowler, William Benjamin
Simpson, and George Frederick La Serre.

John L'. Fkanck First Pres. Precejitor.

Alfkei) A. Campbell " Constable.

William H. Ponton " Marshal.

No. 7. " Richard Cieor De Lion." Montreal, (Jue., r»th December, 186.'?.

Alexander Allan Stevenson, Robert Alexander Smith, Arthur Robert
Snowdon, Isaac Ilenry Stearns, (Jeorge EnEarl, George Perkins Brewster,

and William Lore McKenzie.

Alexander A. Stevenson First Pres. Preceptor.

Robert A. Smith " Constable.
Arthur R. Snowdon " Marshal.

No. 8. "Plantagknet." St. Catharines, Ont., 14th Nov., 18W1.

James Seymour, Edwin Goodman, Theophilus Mack, Isaac Pembertoii
Willson, William McGhie, John V/alter Murton, and Thomas Bird Harris.

James Seymour First Pres. Preceptor.
EinviN Goodman " Constable.
Theophilus Mack " Marshal.
William McGhie " Registrar.

No. 0. "Sussex." Stanstead, Que., 25th May, 1867.

William iientor. Colby, George Daniel Wyman, Frederick David Butter
field, Charles Hollis Kathan, S()uire Wright Taylor, Robert Codney Pai-sons,

and Lafayette Buck.

William Benton Coluv First Pres. Preceptor.
Frederick D. Bdtterfield " Constable.

,
Charles H. Kathan " Marshal.
George D. Wyman " Registrar.

* No. 10. " Hurontakio." CoUingwood, Ont, 10th April, 1869.

Henry Kt)bertson, Charles ( 'ameron, Michael Henry Spencer, Thomas Bird
Harris, William Reid, William Edgar, Alfred Barker, and Robert Ramsay.

Henry Robert.son First Pres. Preceptor.
Charles Cameron. ... " Constable.
Michael H. Spencer " Marshal.

* Renamed " Victoria" .and transferred to Guelph.

No. 11. " Union de Molay." St. John, N. B., 21st May, 1869.

Christopher Beasant. Robert Marshall, Thomas Alden Dickson Foster,

James Domville, David Smith Stewart, William James Logan, William
Walker Emslee, Christian Alexander Robertson, Thomas Alfred Peters,

John Frost, John Bnmswick Hammond, Robert William Crookshank.
(ieorge Hanford Whiting, Aaron Armstrong and George Wilson.

Robert Marsh ali First Pres. Preceptor.
Thomas A. D. Fo.stkr " Constable.
James Domville " Marshal.
William J. Logan " Registrar.
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•>'o. VI. "Mount Cai.vakv" Orilliu, Unt., i:.th April, 1870.

Robert HanBay, M. D., Micliael Henry Spencer, .JameH Kirkpatrick Kerr,
ifof n Fannoii Lasli, Charles Pavis Macilonald, Howard Kasterly Swalen,

and Johnston Arthur Ardagh.

KoiiKKT Kam.say First I'res. Prei'tptoi-.

MiciiAEi. H. Si'KNCEK " ( 'onstahle.

.Tamkjs K. Kkhk "
Marslial.

* 'rransferred to Barrii'.

No. LS. "MooBK." Teterliorough, Ont., 27tii May, 1S70.

Charles Davis Macdonald, Henry Robertson, Robert Ranisay, M.D., Alfred
Argyle (."ampbell, Lawrence Henry Henderson, Howard Kasterly Swalw,
and Alexander Sutton Kirkpatrick.

Chaules F). Ma( DUNAi.i).. First I'res. Preceptoi.

*KollKHT KlNt'AUK "
t'onstal)le.

*f<()i)KHT 'I'ayi.ok
" Marshal.

*Wai,tkh Beal "
Re,:.;iBtrju'.

* Not Charter Members.

*No. 14. " HARlNCiTON." Trenton, Ont., 14th Ai.ril, 1870.

Henry VV. Day, John Turner, John Kennedy, Charles Davi.s Mncdonald
Robert Taylor, Robert Kincade, M.D., Walter Real, and George EnKarl.

H. W. Day First I'res. Preceptor.
John Turnek " (."oustabb',

John Kenneuy " Marshal.

*Transferred to Almonte.

No 15. " St. John the Aimonek. Whitby, Ont., Stb March, 1872.

George Henry Frewen Dartnell. John Stanton, George Hopkin.-*, Richard
Francis, John Hardill Addison, John Homer Greenwood, Albert A. Wood,
and Joseph P. Smith.

Geokge H. F. Dart.nki.l, First Pres. Preceptor.
John Stanton ... " < 'onstable.

George Hoi'kins " Marshal.
John Hardim- Addihos " Registmr.

*No. Iti. "Gondemar." Maitland, Ont., ;<r(l May, 1872.

George Canning Longley, Robert Glussf ird Hervey, John Siitchell, William
James Bury MacLeod iloore, Daniel Collinc, David Ma.\well, Denis Jell,

Charles Eldridge, Martin William liafontaine, John Dumbrille, and John
Easton, M.D.

George C. Longlky First Pres. Preceptor.
John Dumbrille " C(mstahle.
John Easton '• Marshal.
David Maxwell " Registrar.

Transfened to Brockville.

*No. 17. " Oi)o UE St. Amand. Toronto, Ont., 7th May, 1872,

Nelson Gordon Bigelow, William Christopher Morrison, Thomas Sargant,
Daniel Spry, Joshua Hellenes Cornish, Joseph Pu.rvis, .Fohn H. Thompson,
George W. Cooley, James B. Nixon, George Jloden Kingsmill, James R.
Silliman, Thomas Bird Harris, David McLellan, Robert M. Camjibell ivnd

Robert Ramsay, M.D.

Nelson G. Bigelow First Pres. Preceptor.
William C. Morrison " Constable.
Thomas Sargant '• Marshal.
Joshua Hellenes Cornish " Registrar.

'1^Amalgamated with " Geoffrey de St. Aldemar " Preceptory in 1S88,
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Ni.. 1«. " Palestink.' I'ort Hope, Out., aiHt Mixy, 1«7'.'.

JanieH Moore Irwin, Harrison (iatcH Taylor, Allan Franklin Haiirtuian,
John Wright, .Folin IJrooke 'IVayeH, Kdward Peplow, jr., and William
Bnice Fertfiison.

Jamks M. Iuwin First Pres, Preceptor.
Hariii.son (i. fAYLOii "

( VmHtftble.
Allen F. Haijfkman " Marfihal.
Edwarii Peplow " UeKistrar.

No. VX ".St. Bkunari) de Claikveahx." Dnnville. Ont., lOth Oct.. 1874.

William Newcomhe Krannd, John Parry, Martin Campbell Upper, Thonian
Jefferson Galliraith, Eugene Hntchiaon Long, William Frj', John Taylor,
Charles 01. Ifield, Silas Hoover, Charles Edwin Stuart Black, William Wil
larton Stewart, and Jabez Anisden.

William N. Braund First Pres. Preceptor.
JohnParhv " Constable.
Martin C. Upper " Marshal.
Euoene Hutchison Long " Registrar.

No. 20. "Kent." Chatham, Out., 7th Aug., 1877.

Thomas Creighton MacNabb, Daniel Spry, Hugh Alexander MacKay,
JameH Moffat, Alfred George Smyth, Gfeorge S. Birrell, William Carey,
Donald Ross, .Tames O'Connor, William Henry Malloy, and Hamilton A.
Baxter.

Thoma8 C. MacNabb First Pres. Preceptor.
William Carky " Constable.
William Hknrv Malloy " Marshal.

No. 21. "Burleigh." St. Thomas, Ont., 11th Oct., 1^78.

Edwards W. Porter, Henry Axtel Grannis, John H. Thompson, Charle»
V. Moulthrop, Edward McNeal, Matthew H. Taylor, Robeit McKay,
William Marriott, and D. Burleigh Burch.

Edwards W. Porter First Pres. Preceptor.
Robert McKay " Constable.
Henry A. Grannis " Marshal.
Charles V. MouLTHORp "

Registrar.

No. 22. "Saint Elmo." Goderich, Ont, 8th March, 1880.

Isaac Francis Toms, Donald McGregor Malloch, William Thomas Bray,
James Henry Benson, Addison Worthington, William Craig, Malcolm
Nicholson, John Eli Harding, Henry Frederick Sharp and James Young.

Isaac F. Toms First Pres. Preceptor.
Donald McG. Malloch " Constable.
William T. Bray " Marshal.
James Young " Registrar.

No. 23. "Ray." Port Arthur, Ont., Itth March, 1880.

Samuel Wellington Ray, .Joseph Ettershank, Walter Simms, Daniel Spry.
Thomas Sargant, Joshua George Burns, J. Ross Robertson, James Wilson,
and James Bower Nixon.

Samuel W. Ray First Pres. Preceptor.
Joseph Ettershank " Ccmstable.
Walter Simms " Marshal.

No. 24. "Albert Edward." Winnipeg, Man., 27th April, 1880.

Elias George Conklin, James O'Connor, William Nassau Kennedy, George
Miles Stuart Wilson, Hugh McKay Sutherland, William Henderson, and
John Breden.

Elias G. Conklin First Pres. Preceptor.
James O'Connor " Constable.
George Miles Stuart Wilson " Marshal.

|j i
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No. 2r>. " Wii.i.iAM i>E i.A Moke THE Martyr." <^uehtr, lut May, lf<!<0.

Saiiiiiel Kennedy, Henry (Jrittith, Edward TlionuvH DavioH (.'hamhern, Ifaar

Henry Mearnn, CJeorKe Washington Tjovejoy, lolin McLean, Alexander
(Jiiittitli Adams, William Shanks Ovens, and Olmrlen Monroe Putney.

Sami'KI, Kennkdv First Prew. Pn'ce|>tor.

Henhy (Ihikfith " Constable.

K. T. Davies (.'II amuehs " MarHhal.

No. 2«J. " WiNiwon." Windsor, Ont, (Hh Sept.. 1S8-J.

JoHei)h Park, Frederick Brookn, .Toseuh Walter Barringer, William Stalker

Boatn, Jonafl A. Grosscup, Thomas Perkins, Cornelias Moore, James Den-
ton, and freorge Diiane Adanos.

Joseph Park First Pres. Preceptf)r.

Frederick Brooks " Constable.
Joseph W. Barrinoer " Marthal.

No. 27. " MAhTA.' Truro, N.S., Ist Dec. li«85.

Luther B. Archibald, Alexander L. Mackenzie, (teorge F. Archibald, John
Sutcliffe, Thomas Vincent CfK)ke, Benjamin Curren, D.C.L., John William
Kuhland, itnd Benjamin Howar<l Landis.

Luther B. Archibald First Pres. Precepto'.
Thomas V. CooKK " Constable.
Alexander L. Mackenzie " Marshal.
John SuTCLiFFK " Registrar.

*No. 28. "Metropolitan." Melbourne, Australia, Ist May, 188<J.

Joseph D'Amer Drew, Edwin Pamell, John Peter Cederbere, W. H. Car-
rick. Harman J. Tarraut, Arthur W. Manning, and Daniel Spry.

Col. Edwin Parnkll First Pres. Preceptor.
Joseph D. Drew " Constable.
John P. Cedbrbercj " Marshal.

•Ceded to Great Priory of Victoria, 1889.

No. 29. "Cyhene." Toronto. Ont, 12th July, 1887.

George John Bennett, Charles Frederick Mansell, .T. Ross Robertson, George
Gilbert Rowe, M.D., Charles Philip Sparling. Daniel Spry, William Henry
Taylor, and John T. Thompson.

G. G. Rowe, M.D First Pres. Preceptor.
W. H. Taylor " Constable.
C. F. Mansell " Marshal.
C. P. Sparling "

Registrar.

*No. 30. " Daniel Spry." Melbourne, Australia, 12th July, 1887.

Alexander William Mnsgrove, C. G. F. Stenbeck, John C. Coverlid, (ieorg?
Edward Treen, Thomas Main, Charles J. Davidson, Louis Samuel Dumont.
York Bramwell, Edward Arthur Collis, John Allison.

Alexander W. Musorove First Pres. Preceptor.
Charles G. F. Stenbeck .

" Constable.
John Charles Coverlid " Marshal.
George E. Treen "

Registrar.

Ceded to Great Priory of Victoria, 1889.

*No. 31. " Australasian."' Melbourne, Australia, 12th July, 1s77.

David Munro, Thomas Main, Cliarles J. Davidson, Edward Arthur Collis,

Joseph D'Amer Drew, William Nicholls, Charles G. F. Stenbeck, Alex
ander William Musgrove. Edward H. Williams, M.D., Joseph Alilton D'A.
Drew, York Bramwell and Rev. David Meadowcroft.

David Munro First Pres. Preceptor.
Thomas Main " Constable.
Charles J. Davidson " Marshal.
Edwaru a. Coi.lis "

Registrar.

*Ceded to Great Priory of Victoria, 1889.
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Cain, John ^^,

Calkins, Cliarlcs,

t'alverly, \Villi;im,

I 'aniercn, ( 'harles,

Cameron, (Charles,

Cameron, Duncan,
Camp, lifwis (;.,

Campbell, Alon/.ii.

Cami)heli, .lolm Kail>,'en,

Campbell, U<)l)ert M.,
(^vuiplu'll, 'riionia.s,

Campbt'l. WilliMni,

Cantield, ,Janii's,

Carley, .lames Alexiiiuler,

C;irlinij, D.iviii 1...

Carnegie, ,I<.1mi H..

Carnick, Samuel,
Oan-otlitTs, Arthur,
(larse, I'eler 1).,

Carscalliin, Henry,
Ca«e, Ktlniuml \V.,

Cavell, William IJ..

(^lianil)ern, Kilward T. 1).,

Chaml)ers, .luhn,

Channel!, Hector A.,

Cluuinell. Henry K.,

Chard, Albert,

('harlton, lU-njaniin K.,

(^hathekl, Walter,
Chilnian, William H.,
(^hisholm, Huj^h W,,
t^iiittick, William Henry,
(iiristie, Alexander,
ciiristie, .1. l)()u>,'hi,<,

( hubb, George .(.,

Clark. Andrew James,
(liark, (Jeorre F.,

Clark, Henderson,
Clark, William.
Clarke, Alfred A.

Clarke, William .1.,

dementi, B.A., Rev. V,,
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(^onn, John,
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,
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,
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,
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Dubl)er, Samuel,
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Moore, Colonel W. J. B. McLeod, (ieorge.

MacLeod,
Morgan, Benjamin J.,

Morley, William N.

,

Morrison, Angus,
Morrison, William C,
Morse, Israel,

Morson, Frederick M,.
Morton, James A.,
Moulthrop, Charles V.,
Munro, David R.,
Munro, John M.,
Murdock, Andrew,
Murray, Alexander,
Murray, Alexander S.

,

Murray, Hugh,
Murray, John W.,
Murton, John W.

Mc

McAfee, Joseph,
McAuley, Malcolm B,,

McBride, John,
McCalliim, John W,,
McCharles, Alexander,
McClelland, Charles,
McClinchey, Alexander,
>LeConkey, George S.,

McDermott, Charles G.,

, McDonagh, John,
McDonald, Alexander,
McDonald, Charles E,,

McDonald, Duncan,
McDonald, John F.,

McDonald, John F.,

McDonald, John W.,
McDonald, William J.,

McEathron, George H.,

, McFarland, George,
McGee, G. B.,
McGinnis, Arthur,
McGinnis, Thomas,
McGloghlin, W. D.,
McGregor, Thomas,
McGuire, James,
McHarg, John,
Mclndoe, Thomas,
Mcllroy, Thomas,

McLeod, Howard D.,
McMartin, James,
Mc Michael, John W.,
McMurtry, James A..
McNaught, Robert,
McPhail, Donald,
McRea, Colin.

N
Neff, James B., M.D.,
Nells, Jolm A.,
Neilson, James Horner,
Neilson, William John,
Nettleson, John,
Nicholls, Robert,
Nicholson, Malcolm,
Nicholson, William,
Noble, William,
Norris, James,
Norris, John.

O'Connor, James,
O'Dell, H. B. F.,

O'Donovan, Michael,
O'Hara, James W.,
Oliver, Joseph,
O'Meara, James Dallun,

O'Neil, Dariap,
O'Neil, George L.

Orr, J. Orlando, M.D.,

Parsons, John H. , M.D.,
Partridge, Rev. Francis,

Parvin, Theodore S.,

Patterson, George C,
Patterson, Malcolm,
Patterson, Robt. L.,

Pattison, Appleton J.

,

Payne, James A.,
Pearcy, Sanderson,
Pearse, David,
Penwarden, George,
Penwarden, John M.,
Peplow, Edward,
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nas, jr.,

IS,

lel,

igh,

mes H.,
exaniUr L.

larleft,

u,

lel,

»ld,

es A.

,

thew W.,
liatn Hectur,
vid,

ican,

ciel,

rge,

'arc! ]>.,

.mee,

ohn W.,
imes A.,

.obert,

aald,

B., M.D.,

B8 Horner,
liam John,
hn,
)ert,

alcolm,
illiam,

^•'
,

lichael,

\a W.,

lies Dalbi*,

•l.

k M.D.,

|h.,m.d.,
Francis,

lore S.,

}rge C,
llcolm,
v. L.,

leton J.

,

lA.,
|r»nn,

^orge,

thn M.,
rd,

Perry, Peter,
PeterK, Johann H. C,
Petrie, Alexander B.,

Pettit, Adolphus N.,
Pike, (iencral Albert,
Pike, William May,
Pinkhaui, (Jeorge L.,

Pitceathley, David,
Pollock, Robert,
Ponton. Willir.iii H.,
Pope, (ieorge H,,
Porter, William Henry,
Porter, Samuel,
Postletliwaite, Colin W.,
Potter, Charles K.
Posten, ThomaH Inglis,

Poulton, Alfred,
Poulton, JameM A.,
Power?, Lefontain B ,

Pray, William K.

,

Pullen, James H.,
Purse, Alexander.

Q
C^uij^dey, Robert James,
Quigley, W. G.

Radclilfe, Richard,
Randall, Frederick W.,
Rankin, William,
Ratcliffe, Richard,
Ray, James W.,
Ray, Samuel W.,
Raymer, Horace James,
Raymour, Edward H.,
Reading, < !eorg,>,

Redburn, Henry,
Reed, John J.,

Reesor, Henry A,,
Reeves, George,
Reid, Robert H.,
Reid, Thomivs,
Reid, William,
Reid, William G., .

Renchard, .Joseph,

Reynolds, Wm. G. S.,

Rhodocanakis, H. I. H
Prince Demetrius,

Riukaby, David Stephen,
Richards, .John,

Richardson, Isaac A.,
Richardson, John,
Riches, Andrew R.,
Riggs, James W.

,

Ring, George F.,

liobb, William John,
Robertson, David R,
Robertson, Henry,
Robertson, John Ross,
Roberts, John,
Robinson, John S.,

Rodgera, Bernard,
Rodgersor John,

Rogers, Joseph E ,

Rose, Henry Barton,
Rose, John A.,
Ross, Andrew Millar,
Ross, Donald,
Ross, Frederick William,
Ross, .John McDonald,
Rowan, John Henry,
Rowe, George G., M.D.,
Rowland, Fleming,
Rowlin, Frank,
Ruhland, John W.,
Russell, Heniy, M.D.,
Ryerson, George S., M.D.

Salter, George B.,

Sanagan, Calvin L.,

Sanford, Sidney Jame«,
Sargant, .James,
Sargant, Thomas,
Schotield, Miles li.,

Schwarz, Ernest Louis,
Scobell, Sidney W.,
Scott, Wm. George,
Scott, William,
Seneyjk, Merrit H.,
Shannessy, John,
Sharp, James,
Sharp, .James A.,
Sharp, Richard L.,

Shaw, Charles A.,
Sheppard, David,
Sheppard, Edmund E.,

Sheppard, William A.,
Shirretf j, Archibald,
Shortley, Benjamin,
Sievert, Ijouis Walter,
Simms, William,
Simpson, Herbert C,
Simpson, .John,

Simpson, William,
Simpson, William,
Sinclair, Angus
Sinclair, John, jr.,

S'Jolander, Gustavus,
Slaght, HughC,
Slater, J<uke,

,, Slatter, Philip J.,

Smeaton, William,
.Smith, Alfred.
Smith, Algernon St. A.,
Smith, .JameM,
Smith, .James,
.Smith, Leroy Winfield,
Smith, .John E.,

.Smith, William,
Smith, Wdliam K.,
Smyth, Alfred G.,
Snow, Joshua S.,

Sontag, Henrv Otto,
Sowden, Frank M.

Spence, David,
Spearman, Thomas Wm.,
Spike, Clarence J.,

Spooner, Samuel IJ.,

Spry, Daniel,
Staunton, John,
Stearns, Isaac H.,
Stenberg, William T.,
Stevens, Robert M.,
Stevenson, Col. Alex. A.,

Stevenson, .John McLean,
Stewart, Gavin,
Stewart, George, jr.,

Stewart, George,
Sterling, Edgar S.,

Sterling, William R.,

Stone, John Henry,
Storm, William G.,
Stratford, Henry,
Summers, William W.,
Sutcliffe, John,
Sutherland, Alexander,
Sutherland, Wm. McB.,
Sutton, James, M.D.,
Swayze, William D.

,

Sweet, John,
Symond, Alfred R.

Tamblyn, John E., M.D.

,

Taylor, Alfred,
Taylor, Alexander, M.D.,
Taylor, David,
Taylor, Harrison G.,
Taylor, Henry A.,
Taylor, Henry,
Taylor, John,
Taylor, Philips,

Taylor, Squire W.,
Taylor, Thomas William,
Taylor, William, H.,
Thibodo, Agustus J.,

Thom, John,
Thomas, Francis Tracey,
Thomas, J. Parker,
Thoburn, Adolphus,
Thompson, Alfred F.,

Thompson, Clifford,

Thompson, Jeremiah P.,

Thompson, John T.,

Thompson. Samuel G. G.,
Thom, Ijewis,

Thome, William H.,
Thornton, William,
Thurston Douglas A.,

Tilden, Charles H.,
Tipton, Thomas L.,

Toms, Isaac F.,
Topps, Alexander T. C,
Townsend, Sherman E.,
Townshend, John Fitz.

Tracey, James,
Spafford, Theodore Josiah, Travers, William R.,
.Spalding, Lyman, Trayes, John B.,
Sparling, Charles P., Trebel, Samuel B

,
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TreHHider, John B.,
Trott, Samuel,
Tucker, George E.,
Tupper, Jaines K.,
Tnnsteail, John,
Tuttle, Lyman 1'.,

Tuttle, Albert C,
Tyler, Emery ().,

Tyler, George Otis,

Tyler, llichanl.

Uphold CharleH,
I'pper, Martin C,
Ur<iuhart, Andrew,
Ur<iuliart, Donald,

Vanatter, John W.,
Van Etter, Albert Har-

rison,

Van Gutner, Charles L.,
Verral, John E.,

Vest, John Ritchie,
Vinning, Walter It.,

Vippham, William J.,

Vollaris, Thomas,
Vose, Charles ¥.,
Vroom, William E.

W
Waddell, Samuel J.,

Waddington, William, jr., Williams, John,
Wait. William H., Williams, Robert Frank,
Wales, H. R. H., the Williams, William,

I'rince of.

Walker, David,
Walker, PIuKh,
Walker, William Tower,
Wallace, William K.,

Wallers, James,
Walters, James,
Walters, Thomas,
Warden, J.,

Warner, Stanley Clark,
Warrington, Frederick,
Waters, Richard,
Watson, William,
Weatherley, William L.,
Weaver, (Jeorge W.,
Welch, Thomas, C,
Westbrook, Henry S.,

Wesley, Samuel,
West, Richard,
Weston, George White,
White, Aubrey,
White, George H., Z
White, Joseph,
Whiteman. Geo. Cameron, Zimmerman, Adam,
Whitney, George H., Zimmerman, Daniel.
Whitney, Henry A.,
Whyte, Alexander R.,
Wilford, John L.,
Wilkinson, Robert,
Wilkinson, James H.,
Williams, Harvey N.,
Williams, Henry Nicholas,

Willson, Isaac P.,
Wilmot, Frederick,
Wismer, John A.,
Wilson, Arthur L.,
Wilson, George,
Wilson, James,
Wilson, John,
Wilson, Henry,
Wilson, Thomas,
Wotherington, Addison,
Wright, James,
Wright, John,
Wyman, George D.

Yale, Levi,
Young, Edmund D.

,

Young, James,
Yuill, Hiram W.



PRESIDING PRECEPTORS
IN ORDER OF SITXIESSION IN EACH PREOEPrORY FROM DATE

OF FORMATION AND KS'l'ABLISHMENT.

*No. 1. "HUGH DE PAYENS," (PREMIER), KINGSTON, ONT.

ThiH Preceptory was formed on the ISth of March, IS'23. Warrant t^ranted I'ith

of Febriiary, IH24. Conlirmed under I'atent of ConBtitution, dated the 10th of

March, 18r»4, from Grand Conclave of Masonic Knights Templars of England and
Wales.

Harwood E. Swales 1 87.<

.Tas. A. Henderson 1874
187-)

Jas. Greenfield, jr lH7r.

Donald Ross 1877
Thomas (iordon 1878
W. D. Gordon 187!t

Philip Bajus 1880
Henry Nuttall 1881
G. W. Andrews 18H2
Frederick Rowland 1883
Robert V. Matthews 1884
S. W. Scobell ..1885

I

Wm. Waddington 188fi

!

"
1887

Jas. A. Henderson 1888
Allan McLean 188!*

1890

Col. W. J, B. MacLeod Moore 18.-)4

James A, Henderson \H'>i>

S. S. Finden 18.5ti

S. D. Fowler 1857
J. H. Rowan 1858
John Kerr 185!>

G. F. LaSerre 18G0
1861

Jjhn Boyes 1862
imi

W. B. Simpson 1864
Alex. S. Kirkpatrick 1865
E. H. Parker 1866
W. B. Simiwon 1867
Harwood E. Swales 1868
Jas. Greenfield, jr 186!)

Harwood E. Swales 1870
1871
1872

* At the Sovereign Great Priory meetinj,- held on the 13th of July, 1886, the
Fratres of this Preceprory were authorized to wear a distinguishing mark, one
white stripe in their sashes and ribbons, and the Supreme Grand Master apfiointed,
ex officio and permanently, the Presiding Preceptor of the Hugh de Payens his

Banner Bearer.

No. 2. •' GEOFFREY DE ST. ALDEMAR," TORONTO, ONT.

Samuel B. Harman 1855 i Frederick J. Menet 1873
Francis Richardson ... 185«!

|
Marcellus Cronibie 1874

Thomas Gibbs Ridout 1857
;
Daniel Spry 1875

T. Douglas Harington 18.58
i Thomas Sargant 1876

William G. Storm 18.5!)
I Richard J. Hovenden 1877

William Hay 1860
Not working 1861

1862
1863

" 1864
j"

. 1865'
" 1866

1867!
1868'

S. B. Harman 1869
J. K. Kerr, Q.C 1870
A. T; Houel. . 1871
J. K. Kerr, Q.C 1872

dHo

.1878
James Wilson 187H
William Brydon 1880
R. J. Hovenden 1881
Wni. Hamilton 1882
N. T. Lyon 1883

1884
E. T. Malone 1885
G. S. McConkey 1886
Jno. HethfTington 1887
Hy. A. Taylor 1888
Jas. Glanvlle 1889
N. T. Lyon .18'.»0

fi'S

'. 1'/
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No. 3. "GODFREY DE BOl^ILLON,' HAMILTON, ONT.

Wm. M. Wilson 1859 i David McLellan 1875
18<;o'

"
187(1

im\ Jolin J. Mason 1877
Thos. B. Harris 18G2 I Wm. Ciibson 187H
Thos. McCracken 1803

{

Charles Magill 187it
" 1864 I John Kennedy 1880

.18«5
I

J. R. Bishop 1881
1866

!
John H. Stone 1882Thos. R. Harris

J. W, Murton , . ..1867
Thomas B. Harris 1868
Wm. Reid ]86!>

" 1870
Thomas B, Harris 1871

1872
Hugh A. McKay 1873

1874

Edwin A. Dalley 188;i

W.J. Field 1884
Thos. Hood 1885
Wm. G. Reid - 188t;

John Malloy 1887
John Tunstead 1888

188!)

0. S. Hillman 181)0

No. 4. "RICHARJ> C<KT'R DE LION," LONDON, ONT.

Thompson Wilson 1857
18.58

James Moffatt 18.59

1860
William Muir 1861
Thomas McCracken 1862
Thompson Wilson 1863

1864
1865

' 1866
" 1867

Thomas McCracken 1868
Thompson Wilson 1869

" 1870
" 1871

A. G. Smvth 1872
" " 1873

A. G. Smyth 1874
1875
187<i

.187

D. B. Burch 1878
1879

William Hawthorn 1880
H. A. Baxter 1881
Jas. Sutton, M.D 1882
John B. Smyth \m\
John Ferguson ..1884

J. S. Dewar 1885
H. C. Simpson. 1886
T. Brock 1887
W, Hawthorn 1888

1889
1890

No. 5. "NOVA SCOTIA," HALIFAX, N.S.

Benj. Curren, D.C.L...•TohnD. Nash 1858
Hon. Alex. Keith 1859

1860
» 1861
•* 1862
" 1863

Norborne G. Smith 18()4

1865
Robert J. Romans 1866

1867
Robert D. Clarke 1868
Thomas Short 1869
C. E. Coker-King 1870

1871
Stephen R. Sircom 1872
Geo. T. Smithers 1873

1874

1875
1876

Alf. H. Woodill, M.D 1877
Lorenzo F. Darling 1878
Charles F. Vose .1879

James Dempster 1880
Miner T. Foster 1881
Benj. Curren, D.C.L 1882
Arthur E. Curren 188:^

B. Howard Landis 1884
Wm. Taylor 1885
J. W. Ruhland 1886
Clarence J. Spike 1887

" 1888
Samuel Porter 1889

1890

No. 6. " KING BALDWIN," BELLEVILLE, ONT.

J. C. Franck 1861 L. H. Henderson 1866
Alfred A. Campbell 1862 " 1867

Not icorking 1863 " 1868
1864 '• 1869
.1865 .1870
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No. 6. "KING BALDWIN," BKLLKVILLE, ONT.-Cont.

E. Crosby Flint 1871 , Samuel Shaw Lazier.

It
.1872
.1873

1881
.1882
.1883

William Docter . ..1874 : William H. Ponton 1884
187.'!

i
Cornelius J. Starling 188.'i

" 187« Jno. Parker Thomas 188«
•• 1877 Samuel Shaw Lazier 1887

" 1888
187St

; Jeremiah P. Thompson 188<»

.1880 John Jay Farley 1890

D. Pitceathley 1878

4

No. 7. "RICHARD C(EL'^R LE LION." MONTREAL, QUE.

A. A. Stevenson 18li3

1864
«• imn
•• 18tMi
" 1867
'• 1868
•• 1869
'• 1870

E. M. Copeland 1871
1872

Isaac H. Stearns 187.3

Thomas Milton 1874
William Young 1875
G. W. Lovejoy, M.D . . .1876

L H. Stearns ...1877
J. T. McMinn 1878
John McLean 1879

1880
Alex. G. Adams 1881

1882
" 1883

Wm. S. Evans!
'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. '.'.'.'. '.'.'..'.'.

! !l884
Wm. licMessurier 1885

1886
Joseph Martin 1887

" 188K
«'

l>iS'.»

Wm. H. Whyte IHW

i

No. 8. •'PLANTAGANET," ST. CATHARINES.
.1879
.1880
.1881
.1882

James Seymour 1867 James Seymour
" 1868| "

Eihvin Goodman 1869' "

A.Lewis 1870; "

1871 Edwin Goodman 188;$

Isaac P. Willson 1872 1 Sen. Yale 1884
1873] " 188.-)

1874 " 1886
Edwin Goodman 1875 " 1887

1876 E.lwin Goodman 1888
1877! " 1889

" 1878 i George Burch 1890

No. 9. "SUSSKX." Sl'AV.STEAD, QUE.

William B. Colby 1867
1SU8

•• 18ti9

1870

E. 11. Johnson 1879
1880
1881
1882

187i:C. H. Kathan 1883
Chas. H. Kathan 1872 Syl'r. J^abourveau 1884
Edson Kemp 1873

I H. E. Channell 1885
E. H. Goff 187 1 (\ O. Brijham 1886

1875 M. B. Schofield 1887
E. H. Goflf 1876 F. D. Butterfield 1888
A. H. F. Gilmour 1877 ! Geo. D. Wyman 1889

1878 ' A. N. Thompson 1890

No. 10. " HURONTARIO," COLLINGWOOD.
(transfkrbed to ouei.ph ano re-named "victoria" in 1883.)

Henry Robertson l8«9 Henry Robertson 1873

it

.1870

.1871

.1872

1874
E. R. Ciirpenter 1875

1876

'II!
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No. 10. "HUIIONTARIO," COLLIN(iWOOD.- Con<.

E. R. Carpenter 1877
John Nettleton. . , 187«
Chas, Cameron 1871)

Chas. Cameron 1«80
Warrant surrendered 18S1

*

'

1 88'^

H. Lockwood '. .".'.',.... .'188:1

H. Lockwood 1884

J. A. Angell 1885
" ISNO

Hu«h Walker ^s^7
J. A. Nelles lM88

Wm. Watson 188!)

Alex. Bruce IS'.K)

No. 11. " UNION 1>K MOLAI," ST. JOHN, N.B.

Robert Marshall 1865)

James Dom villa 1870
David R. Munro 1871

1872
H. W. Chisholm 1873
E. L. Bertaux 1874
S. F. Matthews 1875
J. C. Hathaway, M.D 187<i

1877 1

David R. Mimro 1878
|

18791

David R. Munro 1880
1881

" 1S82
Hon. Jas. Holly 188:!

Bella R, Lawrence 1884

S. F. Matthews 1885
18Sti

Jas. H. Pullen 188?
R. W. Crookshank 1888

" 188!>

181)0

No. IL'. " MOUNT CALVARY, ' ORILLIA, ONT.

(tbansferred to barkie is 1880.)

Robert Ramsay 1870
C. L. Elliott 1871

1872
H. G. Summers 1873

...1874
Jiot workinff 1875

187fi

1877
1878
1879
1880

William Lount, Q.C 1881

J. McLean Stevenson 1882
Fred. Wilmott 188,3

J. McLean Stevenson 1884
William Downie 1885
Robert A. Douglas 188ti

Samuel Wesley 1887
Arthur C. Garden 1888
D. F. McWatt 1889
Sidney J. Sanford 1890

No. 13. " MOORE," PETERBOROUGH, ONT.

C. D. Macdonald 1870 , E. H. D. Hall 1881
Rev. V. Clementi 18711

"
1882

R. Kincaid.M.D 1872 I J. B. Trayes • 1883
1873

!
E. H. D. Hall 1884

Chas. D. Macdonald 1874 I

" 1885
Jas. Might, M.D 1875 " 1886
R. Kincaid, M.D 1876

I

" 1887
Chas. D. Macdonald 1877 ', Duncan Cameron 1888

1878!
" 1899

A. F. Huffman 1879 R. H. Green 1890
E. H.D.Hall 1880

No. 14. " HARINGTON," TRENTON, ONT.

(TRAN8FEBBED TO ALMONTE IN 1884.)

H. W. Day 1871 1 Not imrking 1881
1872 " iaS2
1873 " 1883

, 1874 " 1884
1875 J. Elliott 1885
1876 " 1886
1 877

j
D. Shepherd 1887

1878 Robert Pollock 1888
Not loorking 1879 John M. Munro 1889

1880 ' Wm. Smith 1890
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No. 15. " ST. JOHN THK ALMONER," WHITBY, ONT.

G. H. F. Daitnell 1872' John Stanton 1882
187;{;

" 1883
"

1874
j
G. H. F. Dartnell 1884

Yeoman fJibson 1875 W. U. Howse 18H5
Geo. HopkinH 187r) I

" 18Wi
O.A.Jones 1877' " 1887
John Stanton .1S78 Phillip Taylor 18HH

187'.l
" 1880

" 1880 John H. Gale 189<»
" 1881

No. l(i. " GONDKMAB," MAITLAND, ONT.

(TRANSKERRBO to HROCKVILr-E IN 1885.)

Geo. C. Lontjley 1872
John iJumbrille 1873
John EiiHton 1874

1875
Dan'l. Collins 1876
A. G. Harvey 1877
John Moore 1878

" 1870
E. B. Butterworth 1880
Turner Koyle 1881

Turner Koyle 1882
V. H. Moore, M.D 1883
AinoH OhatHeld 1884
David Taylor 1885
Geo. Gale 188ti

Wu3. Fitzsimmons 1887
(( 1888

Thos. Kearns '.'.'.'.'.['.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.
!!l889

Chas. H. FitzaiminonH 1890

1

No. 17. " ODO DE ST. AMAND," TORONTO, ONT.

(amalgamated with "GEOFFREY I)E ST, ALDEMAR," NO. 2, IN 1888.)

N. G. Bigelow 1872
W. C. Morrison 1873

1874
€reo. Watson 1875
Jas. O'Connor 187fi

J. B. Nixon 1877
W. C. Morrison 1878
J. G. Burns 1S79
J. S. Dennis 1880

,

J. Ross Robertson 1881
P. J. Slatter 1882

1883
Jas. Douglas 1884
Geo. J. Bennett .1885

John Simpson 188(>

E. E. Sheppard 1887

R. L. Patterson 1888

No. 18. " PALESTINE," PORT HOPE, ONT.

Jas. M. Irwin .1872
John Wright 1873

1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1870
1880

Robert Nicholls 1881

Robert Nicholls 1882

J. B. Trayes 1883
1884
1885

" 1886
W. B. Wallace 1887

G. J. Lightburne 1888
Robt. J. Craig 1880
William Rankin 1800

No. 19. "ST. BERNARD DE CLAIRVEAUX," DUNVILLE, ONT.

William F. Braund 1874 Samuel Comick 1883
John Parry 1875 A. Brownson 1884
M. C. Upper 1876 i T. J. Galbiaith 1885
C. E. S. Black 1877 [Samuel Amsden 188<>

John Taylor 1878 i William Logan 1887

1879
!
Robert Hall 1888

Samnel Waltho 18801 " ..1880

18811 " 1890
Archibald Couper 1882 I
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\\\

No. 20. " KP:NT," CHATHAM, ONT.

Thou. C. Macnabh 1877
" 187H
'• 1879
'• . 1880
" 1881
" 1882

ilev. Fred. Bates UWi

Kev. Fred. BatuB 1881
I8«.i

"
188(J

WilHaiii Ball 1887
" 18K8

Rev. Fred. Bates

.

.'.!!!..".!".".'.!!!'. 188i>

18{K>

' !:

No. 21.

Edwards W. Porter...

'BURLEIGH." ST. THOMAS, ONT.

1878 A. Nelles Pettit 188.">
"

187!»j Samuel Dubber l«8«i

Robert McKay 1880 ' W. B. Doherty 1887
*H. A. Graimis 1881 ' W. E. Idsardi .1888
William Hooi«r King 1881-1882 1

" ISHD
E. Hale RaynioHP 1882-1883 Luke Slater 1890
A. Nelles Pettit 1H84

'Km. Kru. Qrannln died in Si-ptcmber, IHSI, and wasHiiccecdcd bv Em. Kri. King, who helil

oftlce until June, 1882 Em. Fra. Ka.vniuur was elected in July, 1882, anil liuld oflicis until
Di'ceiul)5r, ]!?83.

No. 22. "ST. ELMO," GODERICH, ONT.

Isaac F. Toms 1880 F. F. Lawrence 188t;

D. McG. Malloch 1881 " 1887
•' 1882 C.A. Humber 1888

R. Radcliffe 188:i
" 1889

Joseph Beck 1884 D. McG. Malloch 1890
" 1885

No. 2.^ "RAY," PORT ARTHUR, ONT.

S. WellingtonRay 1880 R. S. Mitchell 188«>

1881
:
S. W. Ray 1887

(( 1882 " 1888
W. J. (Clarke. .

..'.'.'.".'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.".'..
V.188:< ' W. J. Clarke".

'^^.'.'^.'.'.'.'.'^.'.'.'.'. '. '. '.

'.
'.188!)

1884 " 1890
R, S. Mitchell 1885

,

No. 24. "ALBERT EDWARD," WINNIPEG, MAN
Elias G. Conklin 1880 , W. G. Bell
J. Headley Bell 1881 "

C.F.Forrest 18821 "

188;H
\ ThoB. W. Taylor .

1884
I

W. C. B. Graham
Jas. O'Connor 1885 I

.1880

.1887

.1888

.1889

.18{K)

' i

!:„

No. 25. "WILLIAM DE liA MORE THE MARTYR," QirEBE(!, V. Q.

Samuel Kennedy 1880 D. S. Rickaby 188G
1881 S. Wilson Drum 1887

E. T. D. Chambers 1882 Carl. Ludwig Alex. Kuhring 1888
Henry Russell, M.D 1883 : T. Inglis Poston 1889
Henry Griifith 1884 ! A. F. Lay 1890
C. Knowles 1885 '

ill.

No. 26. "WINDSOR," WINDSOR, ONT.

Joseph Park 1882
1833

J. W. Barringer 1884
Geo. D. Adams 1885
Jonas A. Grosscup 188«>

Robt. McGuire 1887
Thos. Robinson 1888
Peter A. Craig 1889
Jas. Hands Wilkinson 1890
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No. 27. "MALTA," TKUKO, N.S.

L. 13. Archibald 18H5

T. V. Cooke \m;
Hamnel J. Waddell 1887

Wm. E. Logan 188S
i&sn

W. h. Alley 18!»0

»No. 29. "CYRENE": OK. "(JRAND M.VSTEICS OWN
PRECEPTOKY," TORONTO, ONT.

Geo. G.Rowe, M.D 1887: Chas. F. Maiisell '
1881»

1888 Colin W. Postlethwaite 189()

*Uy a (.'irciilar iHSticd by tlio M.K. the Sunicmc Qraml Maatur, C'ol.W. J. B. McLetxl Mooru, and
• la'edKlrd January, XH'.W, it wasdcclar«d tiiat tlie Cyrene I'receptory of Toronto was honreforth
tfj )ioar the difitinctivo title of ttic "Orand Mantrr'n Oion I'receptory," the invmlicr!) thereof

entitled to wear on the sasli or ribhon the diHtii)i;uiHliitii; badge of A I'abi) Braiieh in silver

(Preceptors ill Kold) with the motto " I'aliiiam qui meruit Jfral," and the preKidin^ Preceptor,
or some otiier Preceptor, to be ex-offioio a ir.ember of the (Irund Manter'» Coiincil niimially.
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History of tho Dogreos of Royal and Soloot

AND

StJPER-EXeEbbENT MASTERS.
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TiiH Work of the Rite in Canada,
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The Various Grand Councils that have Existed from
the Inception of the Rite in Canada till

the Present Time.
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BY

OF TORONTO, CANADA.

Poil If rami Muster and Urand Recorder of the Grand Council of the Dominion
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BY
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Fast Graiid Master General Grand Council of tlir Ui:

PRICE $5 P r Copy. Post 1 by . lisl iS

HUNTER, ROSE & CO., WELLINGTON ST. WEST.

1888.
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THE CI^YI=^TIC I?.ITE

(!)vi«U''"» of till* ^ve»».

[From the London {Emj.) Freemason, Jan., ISS'.i.]

This remarkable and curious work possesses no little amount of

interest to the student of Masonic history, and for brethren who
have taken the Degrees is simply not only a reliable and trustworthy

guide, but it is the only volume that treats fully and impartially of the

varied experiences of the Cryptic Rite from the earliest evidences of

its existence, through numerous conflicting and opposing elements and

details, down to the formation of the last Grand Council, and the (Gen-

eral Grand Council of the United States. We have no hesitation in

declaring that Bro. J. Ross Robertson, of Toronto, has done, what no

one else has even sought to do, exhaustively, a most valuable service

on behalf of the Ritf, and has placed the members of that body under

a lasting obligation, for now they have a record of the eventful past

that will bear any amount of scrutiny and critical examination, and it is,

withal, scrupulously fair throughout. Bro. Robertson has made a free use

of Bro. Drummond's labours in the same direction, to whom he has

handsomely acknowledged indebtedness by placing the name of the latter

distinguished brother on the title page, as being the principal authority

on whom he has had to rely for accurate information. The volume

contains an extraordinary amount of facts and theories, ably presented.

Bro. Schultz's noble "History of the Grand Lodge of Maryland," General

Pike's able '* Report to the Grand Chapter of Arkansas," Dr. Mackey's

authoritative articles, and other conlrabutors have also been duly titili/.ed,

and as duly acknowledfjed. When Bro. Robertson speaks for himself he

says so, and he io ei^ually clear when using the labours of others to give

credit where credit is due. This is a feature of the work that commends
itself to all authors, not a few of whom have reason to complain of a very

different kind of treatment. Our lamented friend, dear old Rob. Morris,

was the first to give the title, now so well-known to this the " Cryptic

Rite." After all the researches by so many gifted brethren, and Bro.

Robertson himself winding up the number, by a careful and painstaking

investigation, it does not appear, even now, that the origin of these

Degrees (incorporated, so to speak, as the " Cryptic Rite ") can be deter-

mined or settled in a satisfactory manner. ******
We commend Bro. Robertson's work most heartily to members of the

" Cryptic Rite " throughout the world.
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ft' CAPITULAR MASOITRY,

THE HISTORY OF

ROYAL ARCH MASONRY

From its Introduction in 1797 to the Present Time,
includincr

jiistorical J^emopniida of the Qoverning Bodies

OK THE

HOLY ROYAL ARCH IN CANADA,

With an Accurate Account of the Work of

The Grand iioyal Arch Chapter of Upper Canada,

T'qe Grand Ch apter of Royal fjrch D^asons of Can ada,

AND .

The Grand Chapters of the Procinces of Quebec, Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick.

ALSO

N ACCOUNT OF UOYAl, ARCH WORK IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,
NEWFOUNDLAND AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Compiled from the Archives of those Bodies after Careful Examination

and Verification,

r,\

J Ross Robkhtsou,
Past Grand Scribe ^V], Past Grand Superinto'dent Toronto District,

Member of the Executive Committee of the Grand Chapter

of Canada, and Chairman of the Committee on the

Condition fj Capitular Masonry in

the same Body.

Price $2 Per Copy. Post Free by Publishers

HUNTER, ROSE & CO., WELLINGTON ST. WEST
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