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HISTORY

THE CRUSADES,

———

BOOK XYV.

EIGHTH CRUSADE.
A.D. 1255—1270.

Lovuis IX., during his sojourn in Palestine, had not only
employed himself in fortifying the Christian cities ; he had
neglected no means of establishing that union and harmony
among the Christians themselves, which he felt would create
their only security against the attacks of the Mussulmans :
unhappily for this people, whom he would have preserved at
the peril of his life, his counsels were not long in being for-
gotten, and the spirit of discord soon displaceg the generous
sentiments to which his example and discourses had given a
momentary life.

It may have been observed in the course of this history,
that several maritime nations had stores, counting-houses,
and considerable commercial establishments at Ptolemais,
which had become the capital of Palestine. Among these
nations, Geenoa and Venice occupied the first rank : each of
these colonies inhabited a separate quarter, and had different
laws, besides interests, which kept them at constant variance ;
the only thing they possessed in common,* was the Church of

* We find copious details upon these disputes, and their origin, in
BSexnuti, which wg have thought ?tobest to abtigge. nes

1.
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8t. Sabbas, in which the Venetians and the Genoese assem-
bled together to celebrate the ceremonies of their religion.

This common possession had often been a subject of
quarrel between them; a short time after the departure
of St. Louis, discord broke out anew, and roused all the
gassions that tho spirit of rivalry and jealousy could give

irth to between two nations which had so long contended
for the empire of the sea and pre-eminence in commerce.
Amidst this struggle, in which the very object of the con-
test ought to have recalled sentiments of peace and charity
to their hearts, the Genoese and Venetians often came to
blows in the city of Ptolemais, and more than once, the
sanctuary, which the two parties had fortified like a place of
war, resounded with the Ji,n of their sacrilegious battles.

Discord very soon crossed the seas, and carried fresh
troubles into the West. Genoa interested the Pisans in
her cause, and sought allies and auxiliaries even among the
Greeks, at that time impatient to repossess Constantinople.
Venice, in order to avenge her injurnes, courted the alliance
of Manfroi, who had been excommunicated by the head of
the Church. Troops were raised, fleets were armed, and the
parties attacked each other both by land and sea ; and this
war, which the sovereign pontiff was unable to quell, lasted
more than twenty years, sometimes to the advantage of the
Venetians, as frequently to that of the Genoese ; but always
fatal to the Christian colonies of the East.

This spirit of discord likewise extended its baneful influ-
ence to tEe rival orders of St. John and the Temple; and the
blood of these courageous defenders of the Holy Land
flowed in torrents in cities of which they bad undertaken
the defence; the Hospitallers and Templars pursued and
attacked each other with a fury that nothing could appease
or turn aside, both orders invoking the aid of the knights
that remained in the West. Thus the noblest families of
Christendom were dragged into these sanguinary quarrels,
and it was no longer asked in Europe whether the Franks
had conquered tie Saracens, but if victory had been favour-
ab';l::l to the knights of the Temple or to those of the Hos-

ital.
N The brave Sergines, whom Louis IX. had at his departure
Jeft af Ptolemais, and the wisest of the other defenders of
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the Holy Land, had neither authority enough to reéstablish
tranquillity, nor troops enough to resist the attacks of the
Mussulmans. The only hope of safety which appeared to
be left to the Christians of Palestine, arose from the divi-
sions which also troubled the empire of the Saracens ; every
day new revolutions broke out among the Mamelukes ; but,
by a singular contrast, feuds, that weakened the power of
the Franks, often seemed only to increase that of their ene-
mies. If, from the feeble kingdom of Jerusalem, we pass
into Egypt, we there behold the strange spectacle of a
government founded by revolt, and strengthening itself
amidst political tempests. The Christian colonies, since the
taking of Jerusalem by Saladin, had no longer a common
centre or a common tie; the kings of Jerusalem, in losing
their capital, lost an authority which served at least as a
war-cry, by which to rally ardent spirits around them.
Nothing was preserved of royalty but the name, nothing
was gained from republicanism but its license. As to the
Mamelukes, they were less a nation than an army, in which
they at first quarrelled for a leader, and in which they after-
wards obeyed him blindly. From the bosom of each of their
revolutions sprang a military despotism, armed with all the
passions that had given birth to it, and, what must have
redoubled the alarm of the Christians, this despotism breathed
nothing but war and conquest.

We have said, in the preceding book, that Aibek, after
baving espoused the sultana Chegger-Eddour, had mounteds
“the throne of Saladin; but it was not long before his reign
was disturbed by the rivalries of the emirs. The death of
Phares-Eddin Octhai, oue of the leaders opposed to the new
sultan, disconcerted the projects of the faction, but the
jealousy of a woman did that which neither faction nor
license had been able to effect. Chegger-Eddour could not
pardon Aibek for having asked the hand of a daughter of
the prince of Mossoul, and the faithless husband was assas-
sinated in the bath by slaves. The sultana, after having
gratified her woman’s vengeance, called in the ambition of
the emirs and the crimes of policy to her aid.* She sent

® We have adopted the version of M. Deguignes as the most probable,
(See History of the Huns.)



4 HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES.

for the emir Saif-Eddin, to ask his advice, and to offer him
her hand and empire. Upon being introduced into the
alace, Saif-Eddin found the Sultana seated, with the bleed-
g body of her husband at her fect : at this spectacle, the
emir was seized with horror, and the calmness which the
sultana displayed, together with the sight of the bloody
throne, upon which she proposed to himn to take his seat
with her, added to his fright; Chegger-Eddour summoned
two other emirs, who could not endure her presence, but
fled away, terrified at what they saw and heard. This scene
passed during the night. At break of day, the news of it
was spread throughout Cairo, and the indignation of the
people and the ariny was general and active : the mother of
Aibek amply revenged the death of her son. Chegger-
Eddour, in {er turn, perished by the hands of slaves, and
her body, which was cast into the castle ditch, might teach
all the ambitious who were contending for the empire, that
revolutions, likewise, sometimes have their justice.

Amidst the tumult, a son of Aibek, fifteen years of age,
was raised to the throne; but the approach of a war soon
caused a new revolution to break out, and precipitated the
youth from his giddy eminence: great events were ripening
n Asia, and a storm was brewing in Persia, which was soon
to burst over both Syria and Egypt.*

The Moguls, under the command of Oulagon, had laid
siege to Bagdad, at a moment when the city was divided
Anto several sects, all more earnest in their conflicts with
each other than in their preparations to repulse a formidable
enemy. The caliph, as well as his people, was sunk deep in
voluptuous effeminacy, and the pride created by the vain
adulation of the Mussulmans, made him neglect true and
available means of defence. The Tartars took the city by
storm, and gave it up to all the horrors of war. The last
and thirty-seventh of the successors of Abbas, dragged away

* One of the principal difficulties that an historian of this epoch expe- -
riences, is, to preserve the connection in his narrative, from having to
speak at the same time of the West and of the East, of the Christians,
the Mamelukes, and the Tartars. Here a new people start up upon the
stage, there an old empire falls to decay : all the events are hurried and
confounded together, and the march of history is embarrassed among so
many ruins. We endeavour to be as clear as possible.
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like the vilest captive, lost his life in the midst of such
tumult and disorder, that history*® is unable to say whether
he died of despair, or whether he fell beneath the sword of
his enemies.

This violence, committed upon the head of the Mussulman

" religion, with the march of the Moguls towards Syria, threw
the Mamelukes into the greatest consternation. They then
deemed it necessary to displace the son of Aibek, and elect
a leader able to guide them amidst the perils that threatened
them, and their choice fell upon Koutouz, the bravest and
most able of the emirs.

‘Whilst 'pt was earnestly engaged in preparations to
resist the DE].%}gll)ﬂS, the Christit{ns fggeared 11:)0 gxpect their
deliverance from this war against the Mussulmans; the
khan of Tartary had promised the king of Armenia to carry
his conquests as far as the banks of the Nile; and oriental
chronicles relate that the Armenian troops were united with
those of the Moguls.t+ The latter, after having crossed the
Euphrates, took possession of Aleppo, Damascus, and the

rincipal cities of Syria. On all sides, the Mussulmans

ed before the Tartars, and the disciples of Christ were pro-
tected by the victorious hordes; from that time the Chris-
tians only beheld liberators in these redoubtable conquerors.
In the churches, and even upon the tomb of Christ, prayers
were put up for the triumph of the Moguls, and in the
excess of their joy, the Christians of Palestine abandoned
t]:gheir general practice of imploring aid from the powers of

urope.

Inp the mean time Europe itself entertained a very
different idea of this war; the progress of the Moguls
created the greatest terror in all the nations of the West ;
they not only dreaded the Mogul arms on account of the

* Many chronicles say that Oulagon shut the caliph up in the midst of
all his treasures, and left him to die of hunger: tkis circumstance is not
at all probable, and has not been acknowledged by M. Deguignes.

+ Most historians have taken their accounts of this war of the Moguls
from an esteemed work, entitled Fragmenfum de Statu Saracenorum ;
it, however, contains many errors, and ought to be rectified in several places
by the study of the Oriental historians. Some valuable information
respecting this war of the Tartars may also be found in the Armenian
Hayton, and in Sanuti; but these authors must be read with precaution
and suspicion.
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Christian colonies of the East; they trembled for themselves ;®
for whilst the hordes of Oulagon were ravaging Syria, other
armies of the same nation were desolating the banks of the
Dniester and the Danube. Pope Alexander, addressing the
princes, prelates, and all the faithful, exhorted them to unite
agninst the barbarians. Councils were assembled in France,
England, Italy, and Germany, to delibcrate upon the dangers
of Christendom ; the head of the Church ordered prayers to
be oftered up and processions to be made, blasphemies to be
punished, and lusury to be suppressed at the table and in
dress,—measures which might be conccived proper to miti-

ate the anger of Heaven, but very insufficient to stop the
mvasion of the Moguls.

The hordes, however, which ravaged ITungary and Poland
were dispersed, and terror again took possession of the
Christians of the East, whose Lopes had been so sanguine.
Oulagon, recalled into Persia by civil wars, left his lieutenant,
Ketboga, in Syria, with directions to follow up his conquests.
The Christians were still applauding the victories of the
Moguls, when a quarrel, provoked by some German
Crusaders, all at once changed the state «of things, and
made enemies of those who had been considered as auxiliaries.
Some Mussulman villages which paid tribute to the Tartars,
having been pillaged, Ketboga sent to demand a reparation
of the Christians, which they refused. In the course of the
dispute raised on this subject, the nephew of the Mogul
commander was killed. From that time the Tartar leader
declared open war against the Christians, ravaged the
territory of Sidon, and menaced that of Ptolemais. At the
aspect of their desolated plains, all the hopes of the Chris-
tians vanished ; they had had no bounds to their hopes and

* Bela 1V, king of Hungary, wrote to the pope, that if he were not
speedily succoured he should form an allisnce with the Tartars. The
pope reproved him warmly. Alexander 1V. wrote to all Christian
princes, prelates, and communities, to consult upon the means of resisting
the barbarians, as well in the East as in the West.  In Raynaldi—the
year 1262, Nos. 29 and 30—his letter may be secn, in which be enters
into many details upon the levy of soldiers, and upon rubsidies. This
letter has beer. preserved by Matthew Puris, who speaks of the councils
held on this subject ; some facts relative to the invasion of the Tartars
may likewise be found in William of Nangis and Matthew of Westmin-
ster, as well as in the Collection of Councils, .
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their joy, they had now none to their grief or their fears.
The alarm created in them by a barbarous people, made
them foriet that most of their misfortunes came from Egypt,
and as they had given over all idea of succours from the
‘West, many of them now placed all their confidence in the
arms of the Mamelukes. :

A great portion of Palestine had already been invaded b
the Moguls, when the sultan of Cairo set out on his mare
to meet them at the head of his army ; he remained three
days in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais, where he renewed
a truce with the Christians. Soon after, a battle was fought
in the plain of Tiberias; Ketboga lost his life in the middle
of the conflict, and the army of the Tartars, beaten and
scattered, abandoned Syria.

To whichever side victory might have inclined, the Chris-
tians had nothing to hope from the conqueror ; the Mussul-
mans could not pardon them for having sought the support
of the victorious Moguls, and having taken advantage of the
desolation of Syria, to insult the disciples of Mahomet.
The churches were demolished at Damascus ; the Chrisiians
were persecuted in all the Mussulman cities, and these
persecutions were the presage of a war in which fanaticism
exercised all its furies. On all sides complaints and menaces
arose against the Franks of Palestine; the cry of war with
the Christians resounded through all the provinces in the
power of the Mamelukes; the animosity was so great, that
the sultan of Cairo, who had just triumphed over the Tartars,
was the victim to his fidelity in observing the last truce con-
cludéd with the Franks. Bibars, who had killed the last
sultan of ‘the family of Saladin, took advantage of this
effervescence of the public mind to endeavour to raise a
party against Koutouz, by affecting great hatred for the
Christians, and by reproaching the sultan with a criminal
moderation towards the enemies of Islamism. :

‘When the fermentation had been worked up to the highest
point, Bibars, having assembled his accomplices, surprised
the sultan whilst hunting, struck him several mortal blows,
then, all stained as he was with the blood of his master, he
hastened to the Mameluke army, at that time collected at
Sallhie ; he presented himself to the atabek or lieutenant of
he prince, announcing the death of Koutouz. Upon being
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asked who killed the sultan. “It was 1,” answered he. “In
that case,” said the atabek, “reign in his place.”* Strange
words, which characterize at a single stroke the spirit of the
Mamelukes, as well as of the government they had founded !
The Army proclaimed Bibars sultan of Egypt, and the cere-
monies prepared at Cairo for the reception of the con-
queror of the Tartars, served to celebrate the coronation of
his murderer.

This revolution gave the Mussulmans the sovereign most
to be dreaded by the Christians. Bibars was named the
pillar of the Mussulman religion and the father of victories ;
and he was destined to merit these titles by completing the
ruin of the Franks. He had scarcely mounted the throne
before he gave the signal for war.

The Christians of Palestine being totally without means
of resisting the Mameluke forces, sent deputies to the West
to solicit prompt and efficient succour. The soverei

ontiff appeared affected by the account of the perils of the

oly Land, and exhorted the faithful to take the cross; but
the tone of his exhortations, and the motives that he named
in his circulars, only too plainly evinced his desire to see
Europe take up arms against other enemies than the
Mussulmans. “The Saracens,” said he, “ know that it will
be impossible for any Christian prince to make a long abode
in the East,+ and that the Holy Land will never have any
but transient succour from distant countries.”

Alexander IV. was much more sincere and far more
eloquent in his manifestoes against the house of Swabia ; the
interest he took in the contest he was carrying on in the
kingdom of Naples could not be diverted b;a—\le undertaking
of a holy war. Clement 1V., who succeeded him, made
some few demonstrations of zeal to engage the European
nations to take arms against the Mussulmans; but the policy
of his predecessors had left too many germs of discorg and
trouble in Italy, to allow him to give much attention to the

* This singular fact is related by the Arabian historian Aboulfeda, and
repeated by M. Deguignes, vol. iv. p. 133.

+ This circular is reported by Raynaldi, Nos. 68 and 69. The motives
alleged by the pope, in his letter, astonish the wise Fleuri, who observes
upon the spirit of contradiction which we have mentioned.
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East, On one side, Germany, still without an emperor,
though with three pretenders to the empire, could spare no
warriors for the Holy Land. England was a prey to a civil
war, in which the barons wore a white cross as their badge
of union against the king, and in which priests exhorted
themn to the fight, pointing to heaven as the reward of their
bravery and their rebellion. This strange crusade precluded
all thoughts of one beyond the seas. France was the only
kingdom from which the prayers of the Christians of Pales-
tine were not repulsed ; some French knights took the cross,
and chose Eudlt)as, count of Nevers, son of the duke of
Burgundy, as their leader ; and these -were all the succours
Europe could afford to send to the East.

At the same time that the afflicting news arrived from the
Holy Land, an event was announced which would have
plunged the whole West in mourning, if the conquests of
the Crusaders had then excited anything like the interest to
which they had given birth in former ages. We have fre-
1uently had occasion to deplore the rapid decline of the

atin empire of Constantinople; for a length of time,
Baldwin E&d had no means for supporting the imperial
dignity, or paying his scanty troop og soldiers, but the alms
of Christendom, and some loans obtained from Venice, for
which he was obliged to give his own son as a hostage, or,
more properly, a pledge. In pressing moments of want, he
sold tge relics, he tore the lead from the roofs of the churches,
and the timber of public edifices was used for heating the
fires of the imperial kitchens. Towers half-demolished,
ramparts without defences, palaces smoky and deserted,
houses and whole streets abandoned, such was the spectacle
presented by the queen of eastern cities.

Baldwin had concluded a truce with Michael Paleologus.
The facility with which this truce was made ought to have
inspired the Latins with some suspicion ; but the deplorable
state of the Franks did not prevent them from despising
their enemies or dreaming ef fresh conquests. In hopes of

illage, and forgetful of the perfidious character of the
%reeks, a Venetian fleet bore such as remained of the de-
fenders of Byzantium in an expedition agatnst Daphnusia,
situated at the embouchure of the Black Sea. The Greeks
of Nice, informed by some peasants from the shores of the
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Bosphorus, did not hesitate to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity fortune thus presented. These peasants pointed out
to the general of Michael Palmologus, who was about to
make war in Epirus, an opening that had been made under
the mmga.rts of Constantinople, close to the Golden Gate,
by which more troops might be introduced than would-be
necessary for the conquest of the city. Baldwin had none
with him but children, old men, women, and traders ; among
the latter of whom were the Genoese newly allied to the
* Greeks. When the soldiers of Michael had penetrated into
the city, they were surprised to find no enemy to contend
with ; whilst they preserved their ranks, and advanced with
Erecaution, a troop of Comans, whom the Greek emperor
ad in his pay, traversed the city, sword and fire in hand.
The small, terrified crowd of the Latins fled towards the
port; whilst the Greek inhabitants hastened to meet the
conqueror, shouting, “Long life to Michael Palmologus,
emperor of the Romans!” Baldwin, awakened by these
cries and the tumult that drew near to his palace, hastened
to quit a city that no longer was his. The Venetian fleet,
returning from the expedition to Daphnusia, arrived in time
to receive the fugitive emperor and all that remained of the
empire of the Franks upon the Bosphorus. Thus the Latins
were deprived of that city that it had cost them such pro-
digies of valour to obtain ; the Greeks reéntered it without
striking a blow, seconded only by the treachery of a few
peasants and the darkness of night. Baldwin II., after havi
reigned in Byzantium during thirty-seven years, resum
the mendicant course he had gmctised in his youth, and wan-
dered from one court to another, imploring the assistance of
Christians. Pope Urban received ]ilim with a mixture of
compassion and contempt. In a letter addressed to Louis IX.,
the pontiff deplored the loss of Constantinople, and groaned
bitterly over the obscured glory of the Latin Church.
Urban expressed a desire that a crusade should be under-
taken for the recovery of Byzantium ; but he found men’s
minds but very little disposed to undertake such an enter-
prise: the elergy of both England and France refused sub-
sidies for an expedition which they lfpronounced useless.
The pope was oblﬂi:ad to content himself with the submission
and presents of Michael Palwologus, who, etill in dread in
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the bosom of his new conquest, Eromised, in order to appease
the Holy See, to recognise the Church of Rume, and to
succour the holy places.

In the mean time the situation of the Christians of
Palestine became every day more alarming, and more worthy
of ‘the compassion of the nations and princes of the West.
The new sultan of Cairo, after having ravaged the country
of the Franks, returned a second time, with a more for-
midable army than the former. The Franks, alarmed at his
progress, sent to him to sue for peace; his only reply was to
give up the church of Nazareth to the flames; the Mussul-
mans ravaged all the country situated between Nain and
Mount Thabor, and then encamped within sight of Ptolemais.

The most distinguished of the Christian warriors had
attempted an expedition towards Tiberias; but this gallant
troop, the last resource of the Franks, had just been de-
feated and dispersed by the infidels ; fifty knights had arrived
in Palestine with the duke of Nevers; but what could such
a feeble reinforcement do to arrest the progress of a vie-
torious army.

The country was laid waste, and the inhabitants of the
cities kept themselves closely shut up behind their ramparts,
in the constant apprehension of beholding the enemy under
their walls. After threatening Ptolemais, Bibars threw him-
gelf upon the city of Ceesarea; the Christians, after a spirited
resistance, abandoned the place, and retired into the castle,
which was surrounded by the waters of the sea. This for-
trees, which appeared inaccessible, was only able to resist
the attacks of the Mussulmans a few days.* The city of
Arsouf was the next object of the Mussulman leader. The
inhabitants defended themselves with almost unexampled
bravery ; several times the machines of the besiegers and
the heaps of wood which they raised to the level of the walls,
were consigned to the flames. After having fought at the
foot of the ramparts, the besieged and the besiegers dug out

* These expeditions of Bibars are related with all their details in the
chronicles of Ibn-Ferat and in Makrizi. Although we have much
abridged our account, we fear we shall be d of tedi We
have yielded to our inclination of filling up the deficiencies which exist in
all the chronicles of the West in their accounts of this period, The life
of Bibars has likewiso been of great service to ua.
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the earth beneath the walls of the city, and sought each
other, to fight in the mines and subterranean passages;
nothing could relax the ardour of the Christians or the im-
patient activity of Bibars. Religious fanaticism animated
the courage of the Mamelukes; the imauns and doctors of
the law flocked to the siege of Arsouf, to be present at the
triumph of Islamism: at length the sultan planted the
standard of the prophet upon the towers of the city, and
the Mussulmans were called to era ers in the churches at
once converted into mosques. The Mamelukes massacred a
great part of the inhabitants ; the remainder were condemned
to slavery. Bibars distributed the captives among the
leaders of his army; he then ordered the destruction of the
£ity, and the Christian prisoners were compelled to demolish
their own dwellings. The conquered territory was divided
and shared among the principal cmirs, according to an order
of the sultan, which the Arabian chronicles have preserved
as an historical monument. This liberality towards the con-
querors of the Christians, appeared to the Mussulmans
worthy of the greatest praise, and one of the historians of
Bibars exclaims, in his enthusiasm, “ That so noble an action
was written iir the book of God, before being inscribed upon
the book of the life of the sultan.”

Such encouragements bestowed upon the emirs, announced
that Bibars still stood in need of their valour to accomplish
other designs. The sultan returned into Egypt, to make
fresh preparations and recruit his army. During his sojourn
at Cairo, he received ambassadors from several %i.ugs of the
Franks, from Alphonso, king of Arragon, the king of
Armenia, and some other princes of Palestine. All these
ambassadors demanded peace for the Christians; but their
pressing solicitations only strengthened the sultan in his
project of continuing the war; the more earnest their en-
treaties, the greater reason he had to believe they had
nothing else to oppose to him. He answered the envoys of
the count of Jaffa: *“ The time is come in which we will
endure no more injuries; when a cottage shall be taken
from us, we will take a castle ; when you shall seize one of
our labourers, we will consign a thousand of your warriors
to chains.”

Bibars did not delay putting his threats into execution;
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he returned to Palestine, and made a pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem, to implore the protection of Mahomet for his arms.
His army immediately received the signal for war, and
ravaged the territory of Tripoli. If some Oriental chronicles
may be believed, the project of Bibars then was to attack
Ptolemais ; and in so great an enterprise, he did not disdain
the assistance of treachery. The prince of Tyre, says Ibn-
Ferat, united with the Genoese, was to attack Ptolemais
with a numerous fleet on the sea side, whilst the Mamelukes
attacked it by land. Bibars in fact presented himself
before Ptolemais, but his new auxiliaries no doubt repented
of the promises they had made him; and did not second his
designs. The sultan retired filled with fury, and threatened
to avenge himself upon all the Christians whom war should
place in his power.

He first went to discharge his anger upon the fortress of
Sefed, which was situated 1n lower Galilee, fifteen leagues
from Ptolemais. This fortress had to defend itself against
all the forces that the sultan had gathered together for his
great enterprise. 'When the siege had begun, Bibars
neglected mo means of forcing the garrison to surrender ; he
was constantly at the head of his troops, and in one con-
flict, his whole army burst into a loud cry to warn him of a
danger that threatened him. To inflame the ardour of the
Mamelukes, he caused robes of honour and purses of money
to be distributed on the field of battle; the great cadi of
Damascus had come to the siege to animate the combatants
by his presence ; and the promises he addressed, in the name
of the prophet; to all the Mussulman soldiers, added greatly
to their warlike enthusiasm.

The Christians, however, defended themselves valiantly.
This resistance at first astonished their enemies, and soon
produced discouragement ; in vain the sultan endeavoured
to reanimate his soldiers, in vain he ordered that all who
fled should be beaten back with clubs, and placed several
emirs in chains for deserting their posts ; neither the dread
of chastisements, nor the hopes of reward, could revive the
courage of the Mussulmans. Bibars would have been
obliged to raise the siege, if discord bad not come to his
assistance. He himself took great pains to give birth to it
among the Christians ; in the %requent messages sent to the
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garrison, perfidious promises and well-directed threats sowed
the seeds of suspicion and mistrust. At length the divisions
burst forth ; some were anxious that they should surrender,
others that they should hold out to death : from that moment
the Mussulmans met with a less obstinate resistance, and
- renewed their own attacks with greater ardour; whilst the
Christians accused each other of treacherous proceedings or
intentions, the war-machines made the walls totter, and the
Mamelukes, after several assaults, were upon the point of
opening themselves a road into the place. At length, one

riday (we quote an Arabian chronicleg, the cadi of Damascus
was praying for the combatants, when the Franks were
heard to cry from the top of their half-dismantled towers,
“ O Mussulmans, spare us, spare us!” The besieged had
laid down their arms, and fought no longer—the gates were
immediately opened, and the standard of the Mussulmans
floated over the walls of Sefed.

A capitulation granted the Christians permission to retire
wherever they wished, upon condition that they should take
away with them nothing but their clothes. Bibars, when
seeing them defile before him, sought for a pretext to detain
them in his power. Some were, by his orders, arrested and
accused of carrying away treasures and arms ; and the comn-
mand was instantly issued to stop all. They were reproached
with having violated the treaty, and were threatened with
death if they did not embrace Islamism. They were loaded
with chains and crowded together in a mass upon a hill,
where they expected nothing but death. A commander of
the Temple and two Cordeliers exhorted their companions
in misfortune to die like Christian heroes. All those war-
riors, whom discord had divided, now reunited in one common
evil, had only one feeling and one thought;* they wept as
they embraced each other, they encouraged each other to
die becomingly ; they passed the night in confessing their
sins towards God, and in deploring their errors anﬁ their
differences. On the morrow, two only of these captives
were set at liberty ; one was a brother Hospitaller, whom

* The Arabian chronicles describe this event in a very obscure and
equivocal manner; they scarcely mention the massacre of the prisoners,
and say but little of the capitulation ; they accuse the Franks of having
taken Mussulman prisoners away with them, which is not very probable.
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Bibars sent to Ptolemais, to announce to the Christians the
taking of Sefed ; the other was a Templar, who abandoned
the faith of Christ, and attached himself to the fortunes of
the sultan; all the others, to the number of six hundred,
fell beneath the sword of the Mamelukes. This barbarity,
committed in the name of the Mussulman religion, appears
the more revolting, from the Franks never having given an
example for it, ans that amidst the furies of war, they were
mﬁr known to require the conversion of infidels, sword in
.

It is impossible to describe the desiair and consternation
of the Christians of Palestine, when they learnt the tragical
end of the defenders of Sefed. Their superstitious grief
invented or blindly received the most marvellous accounts,
which the Western chroniclers have not disdained to repeat ;
it was said that a celestial light shone every night over the
bodies of thé Christian warriors that remained unburied.t
It was added that the sultan, annoyed by this prodigy, which
was every day renewed before his eyes, gave orders that the
martyrs of the Christian faith should be buried, and that
around their place of sepulture high walls should be built,
in order that nobody might witness the miracles operated in
favour of the victims he had immolated to his vengeance.

After the taking of Sefed, Bibars returned into Egypt;
and the Franks hoped for a few days of repose and safety ;
but the indefatigable sultan never gave his enemies much
time to rejoice at his absence. He only remained in Egypt
till he had recruited his army with fresh troops, and soon
brought back additional desolation to the states of the
Christians. In this campaign, Armenia wa< th~ point to

* We are afraid M. Michaud carries the partialities of Biography into
the Ecgu of History: in the former, such are sometimes excusable; in
the latier, never. Our readers who look back to the taking of Jerusalem
or Ptolemais, will at once sce how weak is the claim of the Christians to
a superiority over their adversaries in mercy. As to the religious portion
of the account, history teems with wholesale conversions of conquered
armies and nations. See Charlemagne and our own Alfred, for instance.
We thought that the idea of Mahometanism being a religion of the
sword was exploded. Gibbon positively denies it to be so, and asserts
that no precept or passage of the Koran inculcates it.—TrANS.

1 Sanuti is almost the only Christian writer that affords information on
the taking of Sefed.
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which his aneger and the power of his arms were directed ;
he reproached the Armenian monarch with forbidding

tian merchants to enter his dominions, and could not pardon
him for preventing his own subjects from obtaining mer-
chandise from Egypt. These di!JTerenees were quickly set-
tled on the field of battlc; one of the sons of the king of
Armenia lost his liberty, and the other his life : the army of
Bibars returned loaded with booty, and followed by an innu-
merable multitude of captives.

As, after each of his victories, the sultan presented him-
self before Ptolemais, the capital of the Cﬁristian states,
he did not fail on his return from this last expedition,
to exhibit before the walls of this city the spoils of the
geople of Armenia, together with his own machines of war;

ut the moment was not yet arrived in which such a great
undertak-ing as the capture of Ptolemais could be attempted.
After terrifying the inhabitants by his appea¥hnce, he sud-
denly departed, for the purpose of surprising Jaffa. This
city, the fortifications of which had cost Louis IX. & consi-
derable sum,® after a very slight resistance, fell into the hands
of Bibars, who caused all the walls to be levelled with the
ground. During this excursion, the sultan of Cairo obtained
possession of the castle of Carac and several other forts, and
then marched towards Tripoli. Bohemond having sent to
demand of him what the purpose of his coming was: “I am
come,”’ replied he, “to gather in your harvests; in my next
campaign 1 will besiege your capital.” Nevertheless, he
concluded a truce with Tripoli, in the midst of thesc hos-
tilities ; foreseeing that a treaty of peace would serve as a
veil for the project of another war, and that he should soon
find an opportunity of violating the truce with advantage.

The author of the life of Bibars, who was sent to Bohe-

* « 1 cannot tell the amount,’” says Joinville, * of what the king laid
out for the fortification of Jaffa, it was so great. He closed the canal
between the two seas, he built twenty-four towers, and cleansed the
ditches witbout and within. There were three gates, of which the legate
built one, and likewise part of the walls. And in order to show you
what the king must have expended, I will tell you what the legate said
when I asked him how much that gate and the wall bad cost him. - I had
reckoned that the first cost him five hundred livres, and the latter three
hundred livres ; but he told me, as God might help him, that the gate
and the wall had cost him thirty thousand livres.”
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mond, count of Tripoli and Frince of Antioch, says that the
sultan was in the train of the ambassador, in the character
of a herald-at-arms. His project was to examine the forti-
fications and the means of defence of the city of Tripoli.
In drawing up the treaty, the Mussulman deputies only
gave Bohemond the title of count, whilst he claimed that of
prince ; the discussion becoming warm, the envoys of Bibars
naturally turned their eyes towards their master, who made
them a sign to yield.* On his return to his army, the sul-
tan laughed heartily with his emirs at this adventure, saying,
“The time is come in which God will curse the prince and
the count.”

By this, Bibars alluded to his project of conquering and
ruining the principality of Antioch. The Egyptian army
received orders to march towards the banks of the Orontes;
and but very few days had passed away before this same
army was encamped under the walls of Antioch, badly
defended by its patriarch, and abandoned by most of its in-
habitants. Historians say very little of this sicge, in which
the Christians made but a feeble resistance, and appeared
more frequently as suppliants than as warriors: their sub-
mission, their tears, their prayers, however, made no impres-
sion upon a conqueror whose sole policy was the destruction
of the Christian cities.

As the Mussulmans entered Antioch without a capitula-
tion, they gave themselves up to all the excesses of license
and victory. In a letter vsglich Bibars addressed to the
count of Tripoli, the barbarous conqueror takes a pleasure
in describing the desolation of the subducd city, and all the
evils which his fury had caused the Christians to undergo.t
“ Death,” says he, “ came among the besieged from all sides

¢ This little incident is quite dramatic, and, in good hands, would not
look badly on canvass. Would it not assist art, if historians, when for-
cibly struck by the scenes they describe, would suggest to painters, who
so frequently prove they are at a loss for subjects by their injudicious
choice, events, persons, and passions fit for the pencil >~TrANS.

+ This letter of Bibars, which was written by his secretary, the author
of the life we have of this sultan, does not ouly speak of the taking and the
destruction of Antioch, but of the ravages committed by the Mamelukes
in the territory of Tripoli. This letter is of great length, but we find in
it more declumatory sentences and Oriental figures than facts for the pen
of the historian.

Vor. IIT.—2



18 HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES,

and by all roads: we killed all that thou hadst apEointed to
guard the city or defend its approaches. If thou hadst
seen thy knights trampled under the feet of the horses, thy
provinces given up to pillage, thy riches distributed by mea-
sures-full, the wives of thy subjects put to public sale; if
thou hadst seen the pulpits and crosses overturned, the
leaves of the Gospel torn and cast to the winds, and the
sepulchres of thy patriarchs profaned ; if thou hadst seen
thy enemies, the Mussulmans, trampling upon the taber-
nacle, and immolating in the sanctuary, monk, priest, and
deacon ; in short, if thou hadst seen thy palaces given up to

the flames, the dead devoured by the fire of this world, the
" Church of St. Paul and that of St. Peter completely and
entirely destroyed, certes, thou wouldst have cried out:
Would to Heaven that I were become dust !”’

Bibars distributed the booty among his soldiers, the
Mamelukes reserving as their portion, the women, girls, and
children. At that time, says an Arabian chronicle, “ there
was not the slave of a slave that was not the master of a slave.”’
A little boy was worth twelve dirhems, a little girl, five dir-
hems. In a single day the city of Antioch lost all its inha-
bitants, and a conflagration, lighted by order of Bibars, com-
pleted the work of the barbarians. Most historians n%rree in
saying that seventeen thousand Christians were slaughtered,
and a hundred thousand dragged away into slavery.

When we recall to our minds the first siege of this city
by the Crusaders, and the labours and the exploits of Bohe-
mond, Godfrey, and Tancred, who founded the principality
of Antioch, we are afflicted at beholding the end of alf that
which the glory of conquerors had produced. When, on
the other side, we see a numerous population, inclosed
within ramparts, making but a feeble defence against an
enemy, and allowing themselves to be slaughtered without
resistance, we cannot help asking what can have become of
the posterity of so many brave warriors as had defended
Antioch, during almost two centuries, against all the Mus-
sulman powers.

Complaints were made among the Christians against
William, the patriarch, whom they accused of having at
least favoured the invasion and conquest of the Mussulmans,
by a weak pusillanimity. Without offering an opinion
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upon the accusation, we content ourselves with saying, that
the timid tPrelat:e did not long enjoy the fruit of his base
conduct ; for the Mamelukes, after {mviu permitted him to
retire to Cosseir, with all his treasures, dragged him from
his retreat by violence; and the faithless pastor, despoiled
of his wealth, and plunged in ignominy, underwent at last a
much more cruel death than he might have expected amidst
his flock, and upon the ramparts of a Christian citg.

After the taking of Antioch, the Christians had nothing
left to arrest the progress of the Mussulmans, but the
cities of Tripoli an(P Ptolemais. Bibars was impatient to
attack these last bulwarks of the Franks; but he did
not dare to put trust in his fortune, and aim the last fatal
blow at that power before which the Mussulman nations so
lately trembled. The sultan of Cairo could not forget that
the t{angers of the Christians had often roused the whole
‘West, and this thought alone was sufficient to keep him in
inaction and dread. Thus the sad remains of the Christian
colonies of the East, were still protected by the warlike re-
putation of the nations of Europe, and by the remembrance
of the wonders of the early crusades.

Fame had not failed to carry the news of so many dis-
asters across the seas. The archbishop of Tyre, the grand
masters of the Temple and the Hospital, passed over into
the West, to repeat the groaus of the Christian cities of
8yria ; but on their arrival, Europe seemed but little disposed
to give ear to their complaints. In vain a crusade was
preached in Germany, Poland, and the more remote coun-
tries of the North; the inhabitants of northern Europe
evinced nothing but indifference for events that were passing
at such a distance from them. The king of Bohemia, the
marquis of Brandenburg, and some other lords that had
taken the cross, seemed in no hurry to perform their oath.
No army set forward on its march ; everything was reduced
to preachings and vain preparations.

The misfortunes of the Holy Land were deeply deplored
in the kingdom of France; in a sirvente,* composed on this
subject, a contemporary troubadour appears to reproach
Providence with the defeats of the Christians of Palestine,

* Sirvente is a kind of poem veculiar to the troubadours.
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and in his poetical delirium, abandons himself to an impious
despair :—* Sadness and grief,” cried he, “ have taken pos-
session of my soul to such a degree, that little is wanting to
bring me to instant death; for tho cross is disgraced,—that
cross which we have taken in honour of him who died upon
the cross. Neither cross nor faith protects us longer, or

ides us against the cruel Turks,—whom God curse! But
1t appears, as far as man can judge, that it is God’s will to
support them for our destruction. And never believe that
the enemy will stop in his career after such success; on the
contrary, he has sworn and publicly announced that not a
single man who believes in Jesus Christ shall be left alive in
Syria; that the temple even of the holy Mary will be con-
verted into a mosque. Since the son of Mary, whom this
affront ought to afflict, wills it to be so, since this pleases
him, does it follow that it should please us likewise ?

“ He is then mad who seeks a quarrel with the Saracens,
when Jesus Christ opposes them in nothing, as they have
obtained victories, and are gaining them still (which grieves
me) over the Franks, the Armenians, and the Persians.
Every day we are conquered ; for he sleeps,—that God that
was accustomed to be so watchful :* Mahomet acts with all
his power, and the fierce Bibars seconds him.”

e cannot believe that these exceedingly remarkable
words expressed the feelings of the faithful; but at a time
when poets ventured to speak in this manner, we may well
suppose that men’s minds were not favourable to a crusade.
The troubadour we have quoted does not advise the making
of any war against the Saracens, and inveighs bitterly
against the pope, who sold God and tndulgences to arm the
French against the house of Swabia. In fact, the dissen-
sions raised by the disputed succession of the kingdom of
Naples and Sicily, then occupied the entire attention of the
Holy Sec, and France was not quite free from party spirit
on the occasion.

* This sirvenle, which is attributed to a knight of the Temple, has been
translated by the Abbé Millot, who appears to have altered the sense of it.
It is printed in the fourth volume, p. 131, of the Choir des Poéries
des Troubadours, by M. Raynouard, perpetual secretary to the French
Academy. We make use of a literal translation that M. Raynouard has
kindly communicated to us.
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Not satisfied with launching excommunications and eccle-
siastical thunders against Frederick and his family, the sove-
reign pontiffs wished to add the force of arms to the authority
conferred upon them by the Church, and the right of con-
quest to that which they thought they possessed over a
kingdom so near to their own capital. As they had no
experience in war, and their licutenants were €gually defi-
cient in capacity and courage, their armies were defeated.
The court of Rome, thus conquered i the field of battle,
was compelled to acknowledge the ascendancy of victory,
and in this profane struggle lost some of that spiritual power
which alone rendered it formidable.

With the exception of Mainfroy, a natural son of Fre-
derick, and Couradin, his grandson, the family of Swabia
was extinct. Mainfroy, who possessed both the abilities and
courage of his father, had recently elevated the German
cause n Italy, and braved both the arms and the power of
the pontiffs. The court of Rome, upon finding it could not
retain the kingdom of Sicily for itself, offered it to any one
who would undertake the conquest of it. The crown to
‘which Mainfroy pretended was first offered to Richard of
Cornwall, and upon his prudent refusal, to Edmund, younger
son of the king of England; but the English parliament
would not grant the subsidies necessary for so great an
undertaking. It was then offercd to Louis IX. for his bro-
ther, the count of Anjou; and although the scruples of the

ious monarch for a moment checked the projects of Pope
%rban, Clement IV., on his accession, used fresh persua-
sions, and Louis at length suffered himself to be overcome
by the prayers of Charles; at the same time entertaining a
secret hope that the conquest of Sic%{ would some day prove
instrumental to the defence of the Holy Land.

Charles, after being crowned by the pope in the church of
St. John of the Lateran, entere({ the kingdom of Naples at
the head of a considerable force, preceded by the fulmina-
tions of the court of Rome. The soldicrs of Charles wore,
a cross, and fought in the name of the Church; priests ex-
horted the combatants, and promised them the protection of
Heaven. Mainfroy succumbed in this, miscalled, holy war,
and lost both his life and his crown at the battle of Cosenza.

The pope being delivered from the cares of this political
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crusade, turned his attention to the holy one beyond the
seas ; his legates solicited various princes, some to take the
cross, others to accomplish their vows. Clement did not
neglect to press Michael Palsmologus to prove the sincerity
of his promises. Charles, who was the acknowledged vassal
of the pope, and who owed his kingdom to him, received
many messages, representing the dangers of the Holy Land,

and reminding him of what he owed to Jesus Christ, who
" was outraged by the victories of the Mussulmans. The new
king of Sicily contented himself with sending an embassy
to tie sultan of Cairo, and with commending the unfortu-
nate inhabitants of Palestine to the mercy of Bibars. The
sultan replied to Charles, that he did not reject his inter-
cessions; but the Christians were destroying themselves
with their own hands; that no one among them had the
power to enforce the observance of treaties, and that the
most contemptible of them were constantly undoing that which
the greatest kad done. Bibars, in his turn, sent ambassadors
to Charles, less for the purpose of following up any nego-
tiations, than to obtain information upon the state and views
of Christendom.*

Young Conradin, who was preparing to dispute the
crown of Sicily with Charles otp Anjou, in order to avail
himself of every means of supporting his claim, sent depu-
ties to the sultan of Cairo, in the character of king of Jeru-
salem, conjuring him to protect his rights against his rival.
Bibars, in his reply, pretended to endeavour to console
Conradin, but, douﬂtless, received with joy these proofs of
the divisions that existed among the princes of Europe.

In the state in which Europe then was, one monarch alone
took serious interest in the fate of the Christian colonies of
Asia. The remembrance of a land in which he had so lon
dwelt, and the hope of avenging the honour of the Frencﬁ
arms 1n Egypt,t once more directed the thoughts of Louis IX.

® These details, as well as the most of those that precede them, con-
cerning the Mussulmans, are taken from the valuable chronicle of Ibn-
Ferat.

+ *¢ He was of opinion,’’ says William de Nangis, ** that the kingdom
of France had undergone great disgrace in the first pilgrimage.”’ Le pére
Maimbourg expresses himself thus upon the king’s determination:—
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to a new crusade. He however concealed his purpose, and
this great project, says one of his historians,* was formed,
80 to say, between God and himself. Louis consulted the
pope, who hesitated to answer him, reflecting upon the
dangers that his absence might bring upon France, and
even upon Europe. The first letter of Clementt aimed at
diverting the French monarch from so perilous an enter-
prise ; but, upon being consulted again, the sovereign pontiff
showed none of the same scruples, and declared it to be his
duty to encourage Louis in his design, as he was persuaded,
he said, that this design came from God.

The purpose, however, of this negotiation remained still
buried 1n profound mystery. Louis, no doubt, was fearful
of prematurely announcing his designs, lest reflection might
weaken the enthusiasm of which he must stand in so much
need, or that a powerful opposition to the undertaking of a
crusade might be formed in both his court and his kingdom ;
he thought that, by announcing his project unexpectedly, at
the moment of its being ripe for execution, he should affect
men’s minds more forcibly, and induce them more easily to
follow his example. An assembly of the barons, nobles, and
prelates of the kingdom was solemnly convoked at Paris
towards the middle of Lent. The faithful Joinville was not
forgotten in this convocation ; the seneschal foresaw, he says
in his Memoirs, that Louis was about to take the cross, and
the cause of his having this presentiment was, that in a
dream he had seen the king of France clothed in a chasuble
of a bright red colour, made of Rheims serge, which signified
the cross. His almoner, when explaining this dream to
him, added, that the chasuble being of Rheims serge, de-
noted that the crusade would be %ut a trifling or small
exploit.

On the twenty-third day of March, the great parliament
of the kingdom i)eing assembled in a hall of the Louvre, the
king entered, bearing in his hand the crown of thorns of
Christ. At sight of this, the whole assembly became aware
of the monarch’s intentions. Louis, in a specch delivered

“ St. Louis, great saint as he was, could not help thinking that much
shame lay upon him for having succeeded so ill in Egypt."”’

* Hist. de S8t. Louis, by Filleau de la Chaise.

+ Sece the letters of Clement, in Duchesne, epist. 269.
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with great animation, described the misfortunes of the Holy
Land, and proclaimed that he was resolved to go and suc-
cour it; he then exhorted all who heard him to take the
cross. When he ceased to speak, a sad but a profound
silenee expressed at once the surprise and grief of the barons
and prelates, with the respect that all entertained for the
will of the holy monarch. :

Cardinal de 8t. Cecilia, the pope’s legate, spoke after him,
and in a pathetic exhortation, called upon the French war-
riors to take arms. Touis received the cross from the hands
of the cardinal, and his example was followed by three of
his sons. Among these princes, the assembly was affected
at beholding John, count of Nevers, who was born at Da-
mietta amidst the calamities of the preceding -crusade. At
the same time the legate reccived the oath of John, count of
Brittany, of Alphonso de Brienne, count of Eu, of Margue-
rite, the ancient countess of Flanders, and of a great number
of prelates, nobles, and knights.

he determination of St. Louis, of which a sad presenti-
ment had becn entertained, spread deep regret throughout
his kingdom; his people could not behold without sorrow
the departure of a prince whose presence alone preserved
eace, and maintained order and justice everywhere. The
Eealth of the king was very much weakened, and there was
reat reason to fear that he would not be able to support the
ﬁwgers and fatigues of a crusade; he took his sons with
him ; which circumstance added greatly to the public grief.
The disasters of the first crusade were still fresh in the
memory of his subjects, and whilst they thought of the cap-
tivity of the whole of the royal family, they frezuled greater
misfortunes in the future. Joinville does not fear to say,
“ that they who had advised the king to undertake this voyage
beyond the seas, had sinned mortally.”

Notwithstanding the general regret, there were neither
complaints nor murmurs against the king; the spirit of re-
signation, which was one of the virtues of the monarch,
appeared to have passed into the minds of all his subjects,
and, to employ the very expressions of the me’s bull, “the
French people saw in the devotion of their king nothing but
a noble and painful sacrifice to the cause of the Christians,
to that cause for which God had not spared his only Son.”
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The greater that was the affection for the king, the greater
was the general grief; but the zeal to partake his perils
more than kept pace with these.* Louis alone thought of
delivering the tomb of Christ and the Christian colonies;
the warlike nobility of the kingdom only thought of fol-
lowing their king in an expedition which was already looked
upon as unfortunate.

Among those who took the cross after the assembly of the
Louvre, history names Thibault, king of Navarre; Henry,
count of Champagne, and his brother, the count d’Artois,
son of Robert, killed at Mansourah; the counts of Flanders,
de la Marche, St. Pol, and Soissons; the seigneurs de Mont-
morency, de Nemours, de Pienne, &c. The sieur de Join-
ville was warmly pressed to take the cross, but he resisted
all the persuasions that could be made to him, alleging the
vast injuries sustained by his vassals during the last expedi-
tion. The good seneschal also was not forgetful of the pre-
dictions of his almoner; he earnestly wished to accompany
the king, whom he loved sincerely ; but he was not yct reco-
vered from the terrors he had experienced in Egypt, and
no earthly motive could induce him to revisit the land of the
Saracens.

The determination of the king of France created a lively
sensation throughout Europe, and revived in men’s minds
the little that remained of the old enthusiasm for the cru-
sades. As he was the chief of the enterprise, most of the
warriors were ambitious of fighting under his immediate
banners; the confidence entertained for his wisdom and
virtues, in some sort fortified minds that dreaded distant
expeditions, and restored hopes to the Christian nations, that
they appeared to have forgotten. The remembrance, even,
of the misfortunes of the first voyage added to the securitly]'
of the future; and created a beliety in many that the triump
of the Christian armies would at length be the reward of
past labours and calamities, and the fruit of a salutary
experience.

* Joinville, when present at the mass in the chapel, heard two knights
conferring ; one eaid, that if the king took the cross, it would be one of
the most fatal days ever seen in France; for if we take the cross, we shall
ruin the king ; and again, if we take the cross, we shall lose God’s grace,
because we do not take the cross for the sake of him.

2.
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Clement IV. wrote to the king of Armenia to console him
for the evils he had suffered by the invasion of the Mame-
lukes, and to announce to him that the Christians of the
East were about to receive powerful succours. Abaga, khan
of the Tartars, who was then prosecuting a war against the
Turks of Asia Minor, sent ambassadors to the court of
Rome, and to several princes of the West, }l)(roposingnto
attack the Mamelukes in concert with the Franks, and drive
them from Syria and Egypt. The poge received the Mogul
ambassadors with great solemnity; he told them that an
army, led by a powerful monarch, was about to embark for
the %ast, that the hour fatal to the Mussulmans was come,
and that God would bless his nation, and all the allies of his
nation.

Louis, constantly occupied by his expedition, fixed the
period of his departure for 1270; so that three long years
must pass away before the assistance promised by the sove-
reign pontiff could arrive in the East. Vessels to transport
the Crusaders were demanded of the republics of Genoa and
Venice: the Venetians at first refused; but upon learning
that applications were being made to the Genoese, they sent
ambassadors to offer a fleet. After protracted negotiations,
in which Venice evinced more jealousy of the Genoese than
zeal for the crusade, she again refused to concur in the em-
barkation of the Christian army, being in less dread of the
anger of Louis IX. than of that of the sultan of Cairo, who
had it in his power to ruin her mercantile establishments in
the East. At length the Genoese engaged to furnish vessels
for the expedition.

But the greatest difficulty was to find the money necessary
for the preparations of the war. Up to this period, the
tenths levied upon the clergy had supplied the expenses of
the crusades;* and an opinion generally prevailed, that a
holy war ought to be paid for by men attached to the Church
an({ devoted to the altars of Jesus Christ. Urban IV, the

* When our readers look back to the means employed in former cru-
sades to extort money from all classes, as well as from the clergy, we
think they will partake of our surprise at this assertion. The clergy had
been, in most cases, the recipients of the taxes upon the laity, and
according to our author himself, had not always proved trustworthy
collectors.—TRANS.
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redecessor of Clement, had already ordered throughout the
est, that a levy of a hundredth should be made upon the
revenues of the clergy; and, what might be considered a
traffic in holy things, the court of Rome permitted the dis-
tributing of indulgences, which faculty was granted in pro-
ortion with what was given beyond the tribute required.
he French clergy had addressed several petitions to the
pope upon this su%)ject; but these petitions always remained
unnoticed.

‘When the late determination of Louis IX. became known,
the Holy See had recourse to the customary means, and,
without the least attention to complaints, which were not
without foundation, the order was issued to levy again a
tenth during three years. Upon this the clergy redoubled
their opposition, and were much more earnest in the defence
of their own revenues than in the defence of the Holy Land.
They complained to the king, and they sent deputies to
Rome, to show the depth of the misery into which the
Church of France was plunged by the burdens imposed
upon it ;* these deputics represented to the sovereign pontiff
that the exactions of latter times became every day more
intolerable, and that the property of the clergy was ‘no
longer sufficient to support the ultars and feed the poor of
Jesus Christ. They added, that injustice and violence had
formerly separated the Greek Church from that of Rome;
giving his ioliness to understand, that new rigours would
not fail to produce new schisms. They further said, that if
most crusades, particularly the expedition of Louis IX. into
Egypt, had been unfortunate, it no doubt arose from the
sanctuary having been plundered, and the churches ruined
for the sake of them; as a last reason, they prognosticated
much greater calamities for the future than any that had
been experienced.

Such an address necessarily inflamed the anger of the
sovereign pontiff. Clement, in his reply, warmly reproached
the deputies, and they who had sent them, with their indif-

* All these details upon the tenths are of great importance for the his-
tory of the crusades: for this negotiation the following authorities may be
consulted : Raynaldi, No. 59 ; the Spicilége, vol. xiii. p.221; the Sup-
plement to Raynaldi, book Ixix. No. 42; Fleury's Ecclesiastical History,
and the 4ets of Rymer.



28 HISTORY OF TUE CRUSBADES.

ference for the cause of all Christians, and for their avarice,
which made them deny their superfluous wealth for the pro-
secution' of a war in which so many princes and illustrious
warriors perilled their lives. He pointed to the excommu-
nication ready to fall upon their heads, and, what must have
much more terrified them, he threatened to deprive them of
their property and their benefices. Such was then the
power of Rome, that nothing could be possessed without its
Pleasure: the clergy were obliged to submit, and pay the
tenth during four years. The pope further empowered the
king to dispose of all the sums bequeathed by will for the
assistance of the Holy Land; he equally abandoned to him
the money that might be drawn from those who, having
taken the cross, were desirous of redeeming their vows;
which latter means must have produced a considerable sum,
as the clergy gave the cross to everybody, and refused
dispensation to nobody.
ouis IX. neglected none of the resources that his posi-
tion as king of Irance placed in his hands; at this period no
regular impost was known, and, to support the splendour of
their thrones, kings had nothing to depend upon but the
revenues of their domains.* In order to provide for all the
expenses he was obliged to incur on this occasion, the king
lmfi recourse to the impost called the capitation-tax, which
suzerain lords, according to feudal customs, required of each
of their vassals in any extraordinary circumstances. Usage
authorized him to levy this contribution on account of the
crusade, but he had Ai};o the right, on the occasion of a cere-
mony, at that time very important, in which his cldest son
Philip was to be received as a knight. Thus, the impost was
demanded in the name of chivalry and in the name of reli-
gion; it was paid without a murmur, because Louis confided
the gathering of it to men of acknowledged integrity.
‘When Philip received the sword of knighthood, the
French, and particularly the Parisians, expressed their love
for Louis IX. and his family by public rejoicings; all the
nobility hastened from the provinces to be present at the
festivities and spectacles that were celebrated in the capital

* As historians, we should hesitate to assert this, and should advise
our readers to adopt it with much caution, and many limitations.—
TaANS.
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on this occasion. Amidst the tournaments, the exercises of
the tilt-yard; and the sports in which the skill and courage
of the preur and the paladins were displayed, the cru::ﬁe
was not forgotten. The pope’s legate pronounced a dis-
course, in the isle of St. Louis, upon the misfortunes of the
Holy Land; all the people appeared to be deeply moved by
the exhortations of the prelate; a crowd of Iimi hts, and
warriors of all classes, took the cross; thus Louis IX. found
in this circumstance an opportunity of raising money for
the support of his army, and of procuring recruits for the
holy war.

ilst all France was engaged in preparing for the expe-
dition beyond the seas, the crusade was preached in the
other countries of Europe. A council was held at North-
ampton, in England, in which Ottobon, the pope’s legate,
exhorted the faithful to arm themselves to save the little
that remained of the kingdom of Jerusalem; and Prince
Edward took the cross, to discharge the vow that his father
Henry III. had made when the news reached Europe of the
captivity of Louis IX. in t. After the example of
Edward, his brother Prince und, with the earls of Pem-
broke and Warwick, and many knights and barons, agreed
to take arms against the infidels. The same zeal for the
deliverance of the holy places was manifested in Scotland,
where John Baliol nm{ several nobles enrolled themselves
under the banners of the cross.

Catalonia and Castile furnished a great number of Cru-
saders: the king of Portugal, and James, king of Arragon,
took the cross. Dona Sancha, one of the daughters of the
Arragonese prince, had made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and
had died in the hospital of St.John, after devoting many
years to the service of pilgrims and the sick. James had
several times conquered the Moors ; but neither his exploits
against the inﬁde?s, nor the remembrance of a daughter who
had fallen a martyr to Christian charity, could sustain his piety
against the attacks of his earthly passions, and his shameful
connection with Berengaria scandalized Christendom.

The pope, to whom he communicated his design of going
to the Holy Land, replied that Jesus Christ could not accept
the services of a prince who crucified him every day by his
sins. The king of Arragon, by a strange combination of
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opposite sentiments, would neither renounce Berengaria nor
give up his project of going to fight against the infidels in
the East. %e renewed his oath in a great assembly at
Toledo, at which the ambassadors of the khan of Tartary
and of the king of Armenia were present. We read in a
Spanish dissertation* upon the crusades, that Alphonso the
ise, who was not able to go to the East himself, furnished
the k.m% of Arragon with a hundred men and a hundred
thousand marvedis in gold; the order of St. James, and
other orders of knighthood, who had often accompanied the
conqueror of the Moors in his battles, supplied him also
with men and money. The citﬁ of Barcelona offered him
eighty thousand Barcellonese sols, and Majorca fifty thou-
sand silver sols, with two equipped vessels. The fleet, com-
posed of thirty large ships and a great number of smaller
craft, in which were embarked eight hundred men-at-arms
and two thousand foot-soldiers, set out from Barcelona on
the 4th of September, 1268. When they arrived off Ma-
Jorea, the fleet was dispersed by a tempest; one part of the
vessels §ained the coasts of Asia, another took shelter in the
orts of Sardinia; the vessel the king of Arragon was on
goard of was cast upon the coast of Languedoc.

The arrival at Ptolemais of the Arragonese Crusaders,
commanded by a natural son of James, restored some hopes
to the Franks of Palestine. An envoy from the king of
Arragon, according to the Oriental chronicles, repaired to
the khan of the Tartars, to announce to him that the Spanish
monarch would soon arrive with his army. But whether he
was detained by the charms of Berengaria, or whether the
tempest that dispersed his fleet magz him believe that
Heaven was averse to his pilgrimage, James did not arrive.
His deﬁarture, in which he appeared to despise the coiinsels
of the Holy See, had been severely censured ; and his return,
which was attributed to his disgraceful passion, met with an

* This dissertation, which has been sent to us by the author, bears for
title, An Historical Dissertation upon the Part the Spaniards took in
the Wars beyond the Seas, and upon the Influence of these Ezpeditions,
Jrom the Eleventh to the Fifteenth Century, by Don Fernandez de Cre-
varette. This work, in which a learned criticism and a sound erudition
prevail, contains many valuable documents : we shall often have occasion
to quote it.
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ual share of blame. Murmurs likewise arose against the
king of Portugal, who had levied the tenths, but did not
leave his kingdom.

All those who in Europe took an interest in the crusade,
had, at this time, their eyes directed towards the kingdom of
Naples, where Charles of Anjou was making great prega-
rations to accompany his brother into the %'Awt; but this
kingdom, recently conquered, was doomed again to be the
theatre of a war kindled by vengeance and ambition. There
fell out in the states of &aples and Sicily, which had so
often changed masters, that which almost always takes
Elace after a revolution: deceived hopes were changed into

atreds: the excesses inseparable from a conquest, the pre-
sence of an army proud of its victories, with the too violent
government of Charles, animated the people against their
new king. Clement IV. thought it Lis 33: to give a timely
and salutar{' warning: “ Your kingdom,” he wrote to him,
“ at first exhausted by the agents of your authority, is now
torn by your enemies; thus the caterpillar destroys what
has escaped the grasshopper. The kingdom of Sicily and
Naples has not been wanting in men to desolate it ; where
now are they that will defend it ?”” This letter of the pope
announced storms ready to break forth. Many of those who
had called Charles to the throne, regretted the house of
Swabia, and directed their new hopes towards Conradin,
heir of Frederick and of Conrad. This young prince quitted
Germany with an army, and advanced towards Italy,
strengthening himself in his march with the party of the
Ghibellines, and with all those whom the domination of
Charles had irritated. All Italy was in flames, and the
pope, Charles’s protector, retired to Viterbo, had no defence
to afford him, except the thunders of the Church.

Charles of Anjou, however, assembled his troops, and
marched out to meet his rival. The two armies met in the
plain of St. Valentine, near Aquila; the army of Conradin
was cut to pieces, and the young prince fell into the power
of the conqueror. Posterity cannot pardon Charles for
having abused his victory even so far as to condemn and
decapitate his disarmed and vanquished enemy.* After this

* Migeray thus describes the murder of Conradin:—* As Charles had
determined to godnto Africa with the king, St. Louis, not knowing what
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execution, Sicily and the country of Naples were given up
to all the furies of a jealous, suspicious tyranny ; for violence
produces violence, and great political crimes never come
alone. It was thus that Charles got ready for the crusade;
but, on the other hand, Providence was preparing terrible
catastrophes for him: “ 8o true it is,” says an historian,
“that God as often gives kingdoms to punish those he
elevates, as to chastise those whom he brings low.”

‘Whilst these bloody scenes were passing in Italy, Louis IX.
was following up the establishment of public peace and his
darling object, the crusade, at the same time. The holy
monarch did not forget that the surest manner of softening
the evils of war, as well as of his absence, was to make good
laws; he therefore issued several ordinances, and each of
these ordinances was a monument of his justice. The most
celebrated of all is the Pragmatic Sanction, which Bossuet
called the firmest support of Gallican liberties. He also
employed himself in elevating that monument of legislation
which illustrated his reign, and which became a light for
following ages.

The count of Poictiers, who was to accompany his brother,
was in the mean time engaged in pacifying his provinces,
and established many regulations for maintaining public
order. He, above everything, endeavoured to abolish slavery;
having for a maxim, “That men are born free, and it is
always wise to bring back things to their origin.”” This
good prince drew upon himself the benedictions of his
peo;]ﬂe; and the love of his vassals assured the duration of
the laws he made.

‘We have said that Prince Edward, son of Henry III., had
taken the oath to combat the infidels. He had recently
displayed a brilliant valour in the civil war that had so lon
desolated England; and the deliverance of his father an
the pacification of the kingdom had been the reward of his
exploits. It was his esteem for the character of Louis IX,,
more than the spirit of devotion, that induced him to set out
for the East. The king of France, who himself exhorted

to do with Conradin and Frederick, whom it was dangerous to keep, and
still more to release, in a kingdom filled with faction and revolt, he
ordered them to be brought to trial before the syndics of the cities of the
kingdom,”’
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him to take the cross, lent him seventy thousand livres _
tournois for the preparations for his voyage. Edward was
to follow Louis as his vassal, and to conduct under his ban-
ners the English Crusaders, united with those of Guienne.
Gaston de ]gSéarn, to whom the French monarch advanced
the sum of twenty-five thousand livres, prepared to follow
Prince Edward to the Holy Land.

The period fixed upon for the departure of the expedition
was drawing near. By order of the legate, the curés in
every parish had taken the names of the Crusaders, in order
to oblige them to wear the eross publicly, and all had notice
to hold themselves in readiness to embark in the month of
May, 1270. Louis confided the administration of his king-
dom, during his absence, to Matthew, abbot of St. Dems,
and to Simon, sieur de Nesle; he wrote to all the nobles
who were to follow him into the Holy Land, to recommend
them to assemble their knights and men-at-arms. As reli-
gious enthusiasm was not sufficiently strong to make men
. forget their worldly interests, many nobles who had taken
the cross entertained great fears of being ruined by the hol
war, and most of them hesitated to set out. Louis undertoo
to pay all the expenses of their voyage, and to maintain
them at his own cost during the war,—a thing that had not
been done in the crusades of Louis VII. or Philip Augustus,
in which the ardour of the Crusaders did not allow them to
give a thought to their fortunes, or to exercise so much fore-
sight. We have still a valuable monument of this epoch in
a charter, by which the king of France stipulates how much
he is to pay to a great number of barons and knights during
the time the war beyond the seas should last.

Early in the monti of March, Louis repaired to the church
of 8t. Denis, where he received the symbols of pilgrimage,
and placed his kingdom under the protection of tEe apos:%es
of France.* TUpon the day following this solemn ceremony,
a mass for the crusade was celebrated in the church of Notre
Dame, at Paris. The monarch appeared there, accompanied
by his children and the principal nobles of his court; he
walked from the palace barefooted, carrying his scrip and

* For the preparations for the voyage of Louis IX., William of Nangis,

Geoffrey de ulieu, the Gesfes of St. Louis, the continuator of Mat-
thew Paris, and Joinville, may be consulted.
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staff. The same day he went to sleep at Vincennes, and
beheld, for tue last time, the spot on which he had enjoyed so
much happiness in administering justice to his people. And
it was here too that he took leave of Queen Marguerite,
whom he had never before quitted,—a separation rendered
80 much the more painful by the sorrowful reflection it re-
called of past events, and by melancholy presentiments for
the future. '

Both the people and the court were affected by the deepest
regret, and that which added to the public anxiety was the
circumstance that every one was ignorant of the point to
which the expedition was to be directed : the coast of Africa
was only vaguely conjectured. The king of Sicily had taken the
cross without having the least inclination to embark for Asia;
and when the question was discussed in council, he gave it
as his opinion that Tunis should be the object of the first
attack. The kingdom of Tunis covered the seas with pirates,
who infested all the routes to Palestine; it was, besides, the
ally of Egypt, and might, if subdued, be made the readiest
road to tg-:ft country. These were the ostensible reasons
put forth; the true ones were, that it was of importance to
the kiné of Sicily that the coasts of Africa should be brought
under European subjection, and that he did not wish to go
too far from Italy. The true reason with St. Louis, and
that which, no doubt, determined him, was, that he believed
it possible to convert the king of Tunis, and thus bring a
vast kingdom under the Christian banners. The Mussulman
Erince, whose ambassadors had been several times in France,

ad himself given birth to this idea, by saying, that he asked
nothing better than to embrace the religion of Jesus
Christ :®* thus, that which he had said to turn aside an in-
vasion, was precisely the cause of the war being directed

* ¢ Itis true that before the king Louis took the cross, he had had several
messages from the king of Tunis, and at divers times, and many had been
sent to him ; these messages gave Louis to understand that the king of
Tunis was willing to become a Christian, and that he would the more
willingly change his faith if an opportunity should occur in which his own
honour and the welfare of his people would be secured. The good
Christian king believed that if he and his renowned hosts should come
to Tunis suddenly, scarcely could the king of Tunis refuse or excuse such
a reasonable opportunity for receiving holy baptism,”” &c.—Annals of
tAe Reign of St. Louis, by William of Nangis.
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against his territories. Louis IX. often repeated that he
would consent to pass the whole of his life in a dungeon,
without seeing the sun, if, by such a sacrifice, the conversion
of the king of Tunis and his nation could be brought about ;
an expression of ardent proselytism that has been blamed
with much bitterness, but which only showed an extreme
desire to see Africa delivered from barbarism, and marching
with Europe in the progress of intelligence and civilization,
which are the great Elessings of Christianity.

As Louis traversed his kingdom on his way to Aigues-
Mortes, where the army of the Crusaders was to embark,
he was everywhere hailed by the benedictions of his people,
and gratified by hearing their ardent mem for the success
of his arms; the clergy and the faithful, assembled in the
churches, prayed for the king and his children, and all that
should follow him. They prayed also for foreign princes
and nobles who had taken the cross, and promised to go into
the East; as if they would, by that means, press them to
hasten their departure. ded

Very few, however, responded to this religious appeal.
The k?l;g of Castile, who had taken the cross?lhad l?ept:m-
sions to the imperial erown, nor could he forget the death of
his brother Frederick, immolated by Charles of Anjou. It
was not only that the affairs of the empire detained the
German princes and nobles; the death of young Conradin
had so shocked and disgusted men’s minds in Germany, that
no one from that country would have consented to fight
under the same banners as the king of Sicily. So black a
crime, committed amidst the preparations for a holy war,
appeared to presage great calamities. In the height of their

ef or indignation, people might fear that Heaven would

e angry with the Christians, and that its curse would fall
upon the arms of the Crusaders.

‘When Louis arrived at Aigues-Mortes, he found neither
the Genoese fleet nor the principal nobles who were to
embark with him ; the ambassadors of Paleologus were the
only persons who did not cause themselves to be waited for;
for a great dread of the crusade was entertained at Constan-
tinople, and this fear was more active than the enthusiasm
of the Crusaders. Louis might have asked the Greek
emperor why, after having promised to send soldiers, he had



86 HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES.

only sent ambassadors; but Louis, who attached great im-
portance to the conversion of the Greeks, contented himself
with removing the apprehensions of the envoys, and, as
Clement 1V. died at that period, he sent them to the con-
clave of the cardinals, to terminate the reunion of the two
churches.:

At length the unwilling Crusaders, stimulated by repeated
exhortations, and by the example of Louis, set forward on
their march from all the provinces, and directed their course
towards the ports of Aigues-Mortes and Marseilles. Louis
soon welcomed the arrival of the count of Poictiers, with a
great number of his vassals; the principal nobles brought
with them the most distinguished of their knights and their
most brave and hardy soldiers; many cities likewise con-
tributed their supply of warriors. Each troop had its ban-
ner, and formed a separate corps, bearing the name of a city
or a province; the battalions of Beaucaire, Carcassonne,
Chaélons, Perigord, &c., attracted observation in the Chris-
tian army. These names, it is true, excited great emulation,
but they also gave rise to quarrels, which the wisdom and
firmness of Louis had great difficulty in appeasing. Cru-
saders arrived from Catalonia, Castile, and several other
rovinces of Spain; five hundred warriors from Friesland

ewise ranged themselves with full confidence under the
standard of such a leader as Louis, saying, that their nation
had always been proud to obey the kings of France.

Before he emEarked, the king wrote once more to the
regents of the kingdom, to recommend them to watch care-
fully over public morals, to deliver France from corrupt
judges, and to render to everybody, particularly to the poor,
prompt and perfect justice, so that He who judges the
Jjudgments of men might have nothing to reproach him with.

Such were the last farewells that Louis took of France.
The fleet set sail on the ‘fourth of July, 1270, and in a few
days arrived in the road of Cagliari. Here the council of
the counts and barons was assembled in the king’s vessel, to
deliberate upon the plan of the crusade. Those who advog
cated the conquest of Tunis, said that by that means the
passages of the Mediterranean would be opened, and the
power of the Mamelukes would be weakened ; and that after
that conquest the army would go triumphantly into either
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t or Palestine. Many of the barons were not of this
opinion; they said, if the Holy Land stood in need of
prompt assistance, they ought to afford it without delay;
whilst they were engaged on the coast of Africa, in a country
with which they were unacquainted, the Christian cities of
Syria might all fall into the hands of the Saracens; the most
redoubtable enemy of the Christians was Bibars, the terrible
sultan of Cairo; it was him they ought first to attack; it
was into his states, into the bosom of his capital, that the
war should be carried, and not to a place two hundred
leagues from Egypt. They added to this, remembrances of
the defeats of the %‘mnch army on the banks of the Nile,—
defeats that ought to be avenged upon the very theatre of
so many disasters.

Contemporary history does not say to what extent Louis
was struck with the wisdom of these last opinions; but the
expedition to Tunis flattered his most cherished hopes. It
had been proposed by the king of Sicily, whose concurrence
was necessary to the success of ¢he crusade. It was, there-
fore, decided that the Gtenoese fleet should direct its course
towards Africa; and two days after, on the twentieth of
July, it arrived in sight of Tunis and Carthage.

gn the western coast of Africa, opposite Sicily, is a penin-
sula, described by Strabo, whose circumference is three
hundred and forty stadii, or forty-two miles. This peninsula
advances into the sea between two gulfs, one of which, on
the west, offers a commodious port ; the other, on the south-
east, communicates, by means of a canal, with a lake which
extends three leagues into the land, and which modern geo-
graphers term the Gullet. It was upon this spot was built
the great rival of Rome, whose site extended over the two
shores of the sea. Neither the conquests of the Romans,
nor the ravages of the Vandals, had been able to entirely
destroy this once flourishing city ; but in the seventh cen-
tury, after being invaded and laid waste by the Saracens, it
became nothing but a mass of ruins; a moderate-sized vil-
lﬁn‘ge upon the port, called Marsa, a tower on the point of

e cape, & pretty strong castle on the hill of Byrsa,—these
were all the remains of that city whose power so long

dominated over the Mediterranean and the coasts of Africa
and Asia,
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At five leagues’ distance, towards the south-east, a little

beyond the gulf and the lake of the Gullet, arose a city,
ed in ancient times Tynis or Tunissa,* of which Scipio

made himself master before he attacked Carthage. Tunis
- had thriven by the fall of other cities, and in the thirteenth
century she vied in wealth and population with the most
flourishing cities of Africa. It contained ten thousand
houses, and had three extensive suburbs; the spoils of
nations and the produce of an immense commerce had en-
riched it; and all that the art of fortification could invent
had been employed to defend the access to it.

The coast on which Tunis stood was the theatre of many
revolutions, of which ancient history has transmitted accounts
to us; but modern history has not, in the same manner,
consecrated the revolutions of the Saracens. We can
scarcely follow the march of the barbarians who planted the
standard of Islamism upon so many ruins. All that we
Eosi’cively know is, that i, for a long time united to the

ingdom of Morocco, was separated from it under a warlike
rinf‘e, whose third successor was reigning in the time of
t. Louis.

At the sight of the Christian fleet, the inhabitants of the
coast of Africa were seized with terror, and all who were
upon the Carthage shore took flight towards the mountains
or towards Tunis. Some vessels that were in the port were
abandoned by their crews; the king ordered Florent de
Varennes, who performed the functions of admiral, to get
into a boat anse reconnoitre the coast. Varennes found
nobody in the port or upon the shore; he sent word to the
king that there was no time to be lost, he must take imme-
diate advantage of the consternation of the enemy. But #
was remembered that in the preceding expedition the descent
upon the coast of t had been too precipitate ; in this it
was determined to risk nothing. Inexperienced youth had
presided over the former war; now it was directed by old
age and ripe manhood: it was resolved to wait till the
MOITOW.

The next day, at dawn, the coast appeared covered with
Saracens, among whom were many men on horseback. The

* Some classical authorities name it Tunetum ; others, Tunes.—
TrRANS. ]
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Crusaders, not the less, commenced their preparations for
landing. At the approach of the Christians, the multitude
of infidels disappeared; which, according to the account of
an eye witness, was a blessing from. Heaven, for the disorder
was 8o great, that a hundred men would have been sufficient
to stop the disembarkation of the whole army.

When the Christian army had landed, it was drawn up in
order of battle upon the shore, and, in accordance with the
laws of war, Pierre de Condé, almoner to the king, read,
with a loud voice, a proclamation, by which the conquerors
took possession of the territory. ’Fhis proclamation, which
Louis had drawn up himself, began by these words: “1I pro-
claim, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of Louis,
king of France, his sergeant,” &c.*

The baggage, provisions, and munitions of war were
landed ; a vast space was marked out, and the Christian sol-
diers pitched their tents. 'Whilst they were digging ditches
and raising intrenchments to protect the army from a sur-
prise, they took possession of the tower built on the point
of the cape; and on the following day, five hundred sailors

lanted tEe standard of the lilies upon the castle of Carthage.

he village of Marsa, which was close to the castle, fell
likewise into the hands of the Crusaders; the women and
the sick were placed here, whilst the army remained beneath
their tents.

Louis still hoped for the conversion of the king of Tunis,
but this pious illusion was very quicklg' dissolved. The
Mussulman prince sent messengers to the king, to inform
him that he would come and meet him at the head of a
bundred thousand men, and would require baptism of him
orr the field of battle; the Moorish king added, that he had
caused all the Christians in his dominions to be seized, and
that every one of them should be massacred if the Christian
army presumed to insult his capital.

The menaces and vain bravadoes of the prince of Tunis

* Louis makes use of the expression: ‘‘Je vous dis le ban,” &c.
which word cannot be used in this sense in English, but is very effective
in French, and was employed in many legal proclamations connected with
royal or seignorial rights,—as, for instance : dan is a proclamation by
which all who held lands of the crown of France were summoned to serve
the king in his wars.—TRANS.
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effected no change in the plans of the crusade; the Moors,
besides, inspired no fear, and they themselves could not
conceal the terror which the sight only of the Christians
created in them. Not daring to face their enemy, their
scattered bands sometimes hovered around the Christian
army, seeking to surprise any stragglers from the camp ; and
at others, uniting together, they poured down towards the
advanced posts, launched a few arrows, showed their naked
swords, and then depended upon the swiftness of their
horses to secure them from the pursuit of the Christians.
They not unfrequently had recourse to treachery: three
hundred of them came into the camp of the C ers, and
said they wished to embrace the Christian faith, and a hun-
dred more followed them, announcing the same intention.®
After being received with open arms, they waited for what
they deemed a favourable opportunity, and fell upon a body
of the Christians, sword in hand; but being overwhelmed
by numbers, most of them were killed, and the rest were

lowed to escape. Three of the principals fell on their
knees, and implored the compassion of the leaders. The
contempt the Franks had for such enemies obtained their

ardon, and they were driven out of the camp.

At length the Mussulman army, emboldened by the in-
action of the Christians, presented itself several times on
the plain. Nothing would have been more easy than to
attack and conquer it ; but Louis had resolved to act upon
the defensive, and to await the arrival of the king of Sicily
for beginning the war,—a fatal resolution, which ruined
everything: the Sicilian monarch, who had advised this ill-
starred expedition, was destined to complete, by his delays,
the evil he had begun by his counsels. ;

The Mussulmans flocked from all parts of Africa to defend
the cause of Islamism against the Christians. Preparations
were carried on in Egypt to meet the invasion of the Franks,
and in the month of August, Bibars announced by messen-
gers, that he was about to march to the assistance of Tunis.
The troops which the sultan of Cairo maintained in the
province of Barka received orders to set forward. Thus,

* William of Nangis says on this subject : —** This was great treachery
:J'Lr:she part of the Saracens, and great simplicity on the part of the
istians.’ : -
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the Moorish army was about to become formidable; but it
was not this host of Saracens that the Crusaders had most
to dread. Other dangers, other misfortunes threatened
them: the Christian army wanted water; they had none but
salted provisions ; the soldiers could not endure the climate
of Africa; winds constantly prevailed, which, coming from
the torrid zone, appeared to the Europeans to be the breath
of a devouring fire. The Saracens upon the neighbouring
mountains raised the sand with certain instruments made
for the purpose, and the dust was carried by the wind in
burning clouds down upon the plain upon which the Chris-
tians were encamped. At last, dysentery, that fatal malady
of warm climates, began to commit frightful ravages among
the troops; and the plague, which appears to be born of
itself upon this burning, arid sand, spread its dire contagion
through the Christian army.

They were obliged to be under arms night and day; not
to defend themselves from an enemy that always fled away
from them, but to guard against surprise. A vast numher
of the Crusaders sunk under fatigue, famine, and disease.
The French had soon to regret the loss of Bouchard, count
de Vendome, the count de la Marche, Gauthier de Nemours,
the lords de Montmorency, de Pienne, de Bressac, Guy
d’Aspremont, and Raoul, brother of the count de Soissons.
It became impossible to bury the dead; the ditches of the
camp were filled with carcases, thrown in in heaps, which
added to thé corruption of the air and to the spectacle of
the general desolation.

At length Olivier de Termes, a Languedocian gentleman,
coming from Sicily, announced that King Charles was quite
ready to embark with his army. This news was received
with joy, but had no power to alleviate the evils the Crusa-
oors were then exposed to. The heats became excessive;
the want of water, bad food, disease, which continued its
ravages, and the grief at being shut up in a camp without
the power to fight, completed the despondency that had
taken possession of the minds of leaders and soldiers.
Louis endeavoured to cheer them both by his words and his
example; but he himself fell ill with dysentery. Prince
Philip, the duke de Nevers, the king of Navarre, and the
legate also felt the effects of the contagion. The duke de

Vour. II1.—3
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Nevers, surnamed Tristan, was borri at Damietta during the
captivity of the king, and was particularly the object of his
father’s love. The young prince remained in the royal tent;
but as he appeared to be sinking under the effects of the
disease, it was judged best to convey him on board one of
the vessels. The monarch incessantly demanded news of his
son; but all who surrounded him preserved a melancholy
silence. At length they were obliged to inform him that
the duke de Nevers was dead; the feelings of the father
Erevailed over the resignation of the Christian, and he wept

itterly. A short time afterwards, the ope’s legate died,
deeply regretted by the clergy and the soldiers of the cross,
who regarded him as their spiritual father.

In spite of his sufferings, in spite of his griefs, Louis IX.
was constantly engaged in endeavours to alleviate the situ-
ation of his army. He gave orders as long as he had any
strength left, dividing his time between the duties of a
Christian and those of a monarch. The fever, however,
increased ; no longer able to attend either to his cares for
the army or to exerciscs of piety, he ordered the cross to be
placed before him, and stretching out his hands, he in silence
implored Him who had suffered for all men.

he whole army was in a state of mourning; the soldiers
walked about in #ears, demanding of Heaven the preserva-
tion of so good a prince. Amidst the general grief, Louis
turned his thoughts towards the accomplishment of the
divine laws and the destinies of France. Philip, who was
his successor to the throne, was in his tent; he (resired him
to approach his bed, and in a faltering voice gave him coun-
sels in what manner he should govern the kingdom of his
fathers. The instructions he gave him comprise the most
noble maxims of religion and loyalty; and that which will
render them for ever worthy of the respect of posterity is,
that they had the authority of his example, and only recalled
the virtues of his own life. After having recommended
Philip to respect, and cause to be respected, religion and its
ministers, and at all times, and above all things, to fear to
offend God:* “ My dear son,” added he, “ be charitable and

* Geoffrcy de Beaulieu has given an account of these instructions in
Latin. They are in old French in Joinville and in the Annals of the
Reign of St. Louis. These three authors give them with remarkable
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merciful towards the poor and all who suffer. If thou
attainest the throne, show thyself worthy, by thy conduct,
of receiving the holy unction with which tge kings of France
are consecrated. 'When thou shalt be king, show thyself just
in all things, and let nothing turn thee aside from the path
of truth and rectitude. If the widow and orphan contend
before thee with the powerful man, declare thyself of the
Erty of the feeble against the strong, until the truth shall

known to thee. affairs in which thou thyself shalt be
interested, support at first the cause of the other; for if
thou dost not act in that sort, thy counsellors will hesitate
to speak against thee, which thou oughtest not to desire.
My dear son, above all things I recommend thee to avoid
war with every Christian nation; if thou art reduced by
necessity to make it, at least take care that the poor people,
who are not in the wrong, be kept safe from all harm. Give
all thy efforts to appease the divisions that may arise in thy
kingdom, for notbing is so pleasing to God as the spectacle
of concord and peace. Ngglect nothing to provide good
lieutenants (bailﬁs) and provosts in thy provinces. Give
power freely to men who know how to use it, and punish all
who abuse 1t; for if it is thy duty to hate evil in another,
much greater reason hast thou to hate it in them who hold
their authority of thee. Be just in the levying of thy public
taxes, and be wise and moderate in the expenditure of them;
beware of foolish expenses, which lead to unjust imposts;
correct with prudence all that is defective in the laws of thy
kingdom. Maintain with loyalty the rights and franchises
that thy predecessors have left, for the happier that thy
subjects shall be, the greater thou wilt be; the more irre-
proachable thy government shall be, the more thy enemies
will fear to attack it.”

Louis gave Philip several more counsels upon the love he
owed to God, his people, and his family; then pouring out
his full heart, he uttered nothing but the language of a

differences. Moreau, in the twentieth volume of his Discours sur I’ His-
toire de France, gives another new version, which he declares to have
been copied from one of the registers of the Chamber of Accounts, in
which, probably, Philip le Hardi was desirous this monument should be
preserved. It is this version we have principally followed in the extract
we have here given.
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nt whe is about to be separated from a son he loves ten-
erly. “I bestow upon thee,”” said he, “all the benedictions
that a father can bestow upon a dear son. Aid me by
masses and prayers, and let me have a part in all the good
actions thou shalt perform. I beseech our Lord Jesus
Christ, by his great mercy, to guard thee from all evils, and
to keep t{ee from doing anything contrary to his will ; and
that after this mortal life we maﬂ'usee Him, love Him, and
praise Him together in a life everlasting.”

‘When we reflect that these words were pronounced on
the coast of Africa by a dying king of France, we experience
a mixture of surprise and emotion, which even the coldest
and most indifferent hearts can scarcely fail to e of.
Judge, then, of the effect they must have produced upon the
feelings of a desolate son! Philip listened to them with
respectful sorrow, and commandeg them to be faithfully
transcribed, in order that he might have them before his
eyes all the days of his life.®

Louis then turned to his daughter, the queen of Navarre,
who sat, drowned in tears, at the foot of %ns bed: in a pre-
ocept which he had prepared for her, he laid before her all the
duties of a queen and a wife. Above all, he recommended
her to take the greatest care of her husband, who was then
sick ; and, never forgetful of even the smallest circumstances,
he advised the king of Navarre, on his return to Champagne,
to pay all his debts before he began to rebuild the convent
of the Cordeliers of Provins.

These instructions were the last words that Louis addressed
to his children; from that time they never saw him again.
The ambassadors of Michael Palmologus arriving in the
camp, the king consented to receive them. In the state in
which Louis then was, it was impossible for him to see
through the false promises of the Greeks, or the alarms and
deceitful policy of their emperor; he no longer gave atten-

* Details upon the death of St. Louis may be found in Geoffrey de
Beaulieu, William of Chartres, William of Nangis, and in a letter from
the bishop of Tunis, reported by Martenne ; Joinville relates a few cir-
cumstances of it; but it is very much to be regretted that the good
seneschal was not present at the last moments of St. Louis ; how touchiog
would his relation have been! and bow much better would it have been
than that which is given to us by eyewitnesses, who have written with
such unfeeling dryness and concisencss |



HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES. 45

tion to the things of this world. He confined himself to the
expression of his earnest wishes that the reunion of the two
churches might at length be effected, and promised the am-
bassadors that his son Philip would do everything in his
power to bring it about. These envoys were Meliteniote,
archdeacon of the imperial chapel, and the celebrated Vechus,
chancellor of the church of Constantinople. They were
both 80 much affected by the words and the virtues of 8§.
Louis, that they afterwards gave their most zealous endea-
vours to promote the reunion, and both ended by becoming
victims to the policy of the Greeks.

After this interview Louis thought of nothing but his
God, and remained alone with his confessor. His almoners
recited before him the prayers of the Church, to which he
responded. He then received the Viaticum and extreme
unction. “From Sunday, at the hour of nones,” says an
ocular witness, “till Monday, at the hour of tierce, his
mouth never ceased, either day or night, to praise our Lord,
and to pray for the people he had brought to that place.”
He was heard to pronounce these words of the prophet-king :
“Grant, Lord, that we may despise the prosperities of this
world, and know how to brave its adversities.”” He likewise
repeated, as loudly as his feeble state would permit, this
verse of another psalm: “Oh, God! deign to sanctify thy

le, and to watch over them.” Sometimes he invoked
t. Denis, whom he was accustomed to invoke in battle, and
implored him to grant his heavenly support to this army he
was about to leave without a leader. le)xo the night between
Sunday and Monday he was heard to pronounce the word
Jerusalem twice, and then he added: “ We will go to Jeru-
salem.” His mind was constantly occupied with the idea of
the holy war. Perhaps, likewise, he saw nothing then but
the heavenly Jerusalem, the last count%of the just man.

At nine o'clock in the morning of Monday, the twenty-
fifth of August, he lost his speech ; but he still looked upon
all who were round him kindly (débonnairement). i
countenance was calm, and it was evident that his mind was,
at the same time, divided between the purest of earthll:{
affections and the thoughts of eternity. Ieeling that dea
was approaching fast, he made signs to his attendants to
place him, covered by hair-cloth, upon a bed of ashes.



46 HISTORY UF THE CRUSADES.

Between the hours of tierce and mid-day he appeared to
gleep, and la{[with his eyes closed for more than half an hour
at a time. e then seemed to revive, opened his eyes, and
looking towards heaven, exclaimed: “ O Lord! I shall enter
into thy house, and shall worship thee in thy holy taber-
nacle!” He died at three o’clock in the afternoon.

‘We have spoken of the profound grief which prevailed
among the Crusaders when Louis fell sick. There was not
a leader or a soldier that did not forget his own ills in his
anxiety for the king. At every hour of the day and night
these faithful warriors crowded round the monarch’s tent,
and when they beheld the sad and apprehensive air of all
who came out of it, they turned away, with their eyes cast
to the earth, and their souls filled with the most gloom
thoughts. In the camp, the soldiers scarcely durst ask eac
other a question, for they heard none but sorrowful tidings.
At lengtl, when the event that all had dreaded was announced
to the army, the French warriors abandoned themselves to
despair; they saw in the death of Louis a signal for all sorts
of calamities, and anxiously inquired of each other what
leader was to conduct them back to their homes. With the
general groans and tears were mingled many bitter reproaches
against those who had advised this fatal expedition, particu-
larly the king of Sicily, whom all accused of being the cause
of the disasters of the war.

On the very day of the king’s death Charles of Anjou and
his army landed near Carthage; trumpets and other warlike
music resounded along the shore, but a profound and melan-
choly silence was preserved in the camp of the Crusaders,
and not a man went forth to meet the Sicilians, whom they

-had looked for with so much impatience. S8ad forebodings
rushed into the mind of Charles; he galloped forward, and
flying to the tent of the king, found his royal brother dead,
and stretched upon his bed of ashes. The features of Louis
were scarcely altered, his death had been so calm. Charles
prostrated himself at his feet, watering them with his tears,
and calling him sometimes his brother, sometimes his lord.
He remained a long time in this attitude, without seeing
any of those who surrounded him, continuing to address
Louis as if he had been still living, and reproaching himself,
in accents of dcspair, with not having heard, with not
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having received, the last words of the most affectionate of
brothers and best of kings.

The mortal remains of Louis were deposited in two
funcreal urns. The entrails of the holy monarch were
granted to Charles of Anjou, who sent them to the abbey
of Montréal, where these precious relics, for a length of
time, attracted the devotion and respect of the faithful.
The bones and the heart of Louis remained in the hands of
Philip. This young prince was desirous of sending them to
France, but the leaders and soldiers would not consent to
be separated from all that was left to them of their beloved
monarch. The presence of this sacred deposit amongst the
Crusaders appeared to them a safeguard against new mis-
fortunes, and the most sure means of drawing down the
protection of Heaven upon the Christian army.

Philip was still sick, and his malady created great anxiety.
The army considered him the worfhy successor of Louis,
and the affection that had been felt for the father descended
to the son; he received, amidst the public grief, the homage
and oaths of the leaders, barons, nn(f nobles. His first care
was to confirm the regeney, and all that his father had esta-
blished in France before his departure. Geoffrey de Beau-
lieu, William de Chartres, and John de Mons, confessors
and almoners to the king, were directed to carry these orders
of Philip’s into the West. Among the letters which these
ecclesiastics took with them into France, history has pre-
served that which was addressed to the clergy and to all
people of wortk in the kingdom.* After having described
their labours, the perils and the death of Lows IX., the
young prince implored God to grant that he might follow
the steps of 8o good a father, might accomplish his sacred
commands, and put in practice all his counsels. Philip con-
cluded his letter, which was read aloud in all churches, by
supplicating the ecclesiastics and the faithful “to put up to
the King of Kings their prayers and their offerings for that

rince, with whose zeal for religion, and tender solicitude
or the kingdom of France, which he loved as the apple of
his eye, they were so well acquainted.”

* This letter, which has been translated into Latin, may be fo}md in
the collection of Murtenne. We will give an extract from it in our
Appendix.
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The death of Louis had greatly raised the confidence of
the Saracens. The mourning and grief which they observed
in the Christian army were, by them, mistaken for discou-
ragement, and they 'ﬂ’t’tttered themselves they should obtain
a triumph over their enemies ; but these hopes were speedily
d.ispelleg. The king of Sicily took the command of the
Christian army during the sickness of Philig, and resumed
the war. The troops he had brought with him were eager
for fight, and all the French seemed anxious to seck a dis-
traction from their grief in the field of battle. The disease
which had desolated their army appeared to have suspended
its ravages, and the soldiers, a long time imprisoned in their
camp, felt their strength revive at the sight of the perils of
war. Several conflicts took place around the lake of the
*Gullet, of which the Christians wished to get possession, to
facilitate their approach to Tunis. The Moors, who, but a
few days before, threatened to exterminate or make slaves of
all the Crusaders, were not able te sustain the shock of their
enemies ; the cross-bowmen alone were frequently sufficient
to disperse their numberless multitude. Horrible howlings,
with the noise of kettle-drums and other instruments, an-
nounced their approach ; clouds of dust descending from the
neighbouring heights announced their retreat, and screened
their flight. In two encounters they were overtaken, and
left a great many of their host stretched upon the plain.
Another time their camp was carried, and given up to pil-
lage. The sovereign of Tunis could not reckon upon his
army for the defence of his states, angl he himself set them
no cxample of bravery, for he remained constantly shut up
in his subterranean grottoes, to avoid at the same time the
burning rays of the sun and the perils of fight. Pressed by
his fears, he at length could see no hopes of safety but in

e, and he resolved to purchase it, even at the cost of all

is treasures. His ambassadors came repeatedly to the

Christian army with directions to make proposals, and,

above all, to endeavour to seduce the king of Sicily by
brilliant promises.*

* We read in the life of Bibars, and in the chronicle of 1bn-Ferat, that
the sultan of Cairo was much dissatisfied with the conduct of the king of
Tunis. The peace which the latter made, left the Crusaders at liberty to
carry their arms into Egypt. Bibars would bave wished the Christian
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‘When the report of these negotiations was spread through
the camp of the Crusaders, it gave birth to very different
opinions. The soldiers, to whom the plunder of Tunis had
been promised, wished to continue the war; some of the
leaders, to whom other hopes had been given, did not evince
the same ardour as the soldiers. By the death of Louis IX,
and the apostolic legate, the crusade had lost both its prin-
cipal motive and that moral force which had animated every-
thing. The spirit of the Crusaders, which nobody directed,
worked upon by a thousand various passions, floated in un-
certainty, and this uncertainty was likely, in the end, to
keep the army in a state of inaction, and bring about the
abandonment of the war. Philip was desirous of returning
to France, whither the affairs oiP his kingdom peremptorily
called him. Most of the barons and French nobles began
to sigh for their country. At length it was d that the
pacific proposals of the king of Tunis should be deliberated
upon

P‘I)n the council, those to whom no promise had been held
out, and who were not so impatient as the others to quit the -
coast of Africa, were of opinion that they ought to prose-
cute the war. “It was for the conquest of Tunis that
Louis IX. had embarked at Carthage, and that the Christian
army had undergone so many evils. How could they pay
higher honour to the memory of Louis and so many French-
men, like him, martyrs to their zeal and their faith, than by
carrying on and completing their work ? All Christendom
knew that the Crusaders threatened Tunis, that the Moors
fled at the sight of them, and that the city was ready to
open its gates. What would Christendom say on learnin
that the Crusaders had fled before the vanquished, an
robbed themselves of their own victory ?”

Those who were of opinion that the peace should be con-
cluded, answered, that the question was not only to enter
Tunis, but to conquer the country, which could only be done
by exterminating the population. * Besides, a prolonged
siege would very much weaken the Christian army. Winter
was approaching, in which they could procure no provisions,

army to bave been detained on the coast of Africa. He threatened to

dethrone his ally, and told the ambassadors of the king of Tunis, that
such a prince as he was not worthy to reign over Mussulmans.

3.
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and in which continual rains would, perhaps, cause more
diseases than excessive heat had done. The taking of Tunis
was not the principal object of the crusade; it was neces-
sary to make peace upon advantageous conditions, to obtain
means to carry the war afterwards where circumstances
might require.” The leaders who spoke thus were them-
selves the same that had promoted the expedition against
Tunis: the king of Sicily was at their head ; they no longer
urged the necessity for clearing the Mediterranean of pirates
who infested the route of pilgrims; they said no more about
depriving the sultan of Egypt of his most powerful ally.
The reasons they gave for putting an end to the war were

recisely the same as they had given for commencing it.

heir opinion, however, prevailed ; not because others were
convinced by what they heard, but, as it often happens in
the most important deliberations, the majority decide rather
from motives they do not avow, than from those they appear
to support.*

On the thirty-first of October a truce of ten years was
- concluded between the king of Tunis and the leaders of the
Christian army. All the prisoners were to be given up on
both sides, and Christians who had been previously captives
were to be set at liberty. The sovereign of Tunis engaged
not to require of the Franks any of the dues imposed in his
kingdom upon foreign commerce. The treaty granted all
Christians liberty to reside in the states of Tunis, to build
churches there, and even to preach their faith there. The
Mussulman prince was bound to pay to the king of Sicily
an annual tribute of forty thousand crowns, and two hun-
dred and ten thousand ounces of gold to the leader of the
Christian army for the expenses of the war.

It was, doubtless, the last condition that decided the
question : the two hundred and ten thousand ounces of gold
exceeded the sum that Louis 1X. had paid in Egypt for the
ransom of his army; but a part of it only was received at
first. Who could assure the payment of the rest when the
Christian army had quitted the coast of Africa? The king
of Sicily alone could derive any advantage from this treaty,
so disgraceful to the I'rench arms; he had not only found

* For the events that followed the death of St. Louis, see Duchesne,
and le Spicilége, vol. ii.
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means of making a Mussulman prince pay the tribute of
forty thousand gdld crowns, which he owed the Pope as
vassal of the Holy See; but the peace which they had con-
cluded, in some sort, placed at his disposal an army capable
of undertaking much greater conquests than that of Tunis.
Thus, complaints immediately arose reproaching the king of
Sicily with having, at his pleasure, changed the aim of the
crusade, in order to make the Christian army subservient to
his ambition.

A few days after the signing of the truce, Prince Edward
arrived off the coast of Carthage, with the English and
Scotch Crusaders. HMaving sailed from Aigues-Mortes, he
directed his course towards Palestine, and came to take
orders from the king of France. The French and Sicilians
were prodigal in their expressions of sincere friendship for
the English. Edward was received with great honours, but
when he learned they had made peace, he retired into his
tent, and refused to be present at any of the councils of the
Christian army. :

The Crusaders became impatient to quit an arid and mur-
derous land, which recalled to them nothing but misfortunes,
without the least mixture of glory. The Christian arm
embarked on the eighteenth of November for Sicily ; and,
as if Heaven had decreed that this expedition should be
nothing but a series of misfortunes, a frightful tempest
assailed the fleet just as it was about to enter the port of
Trapani. Eighteen large ships and four thousand Crusaders
were submerged, and perished in the waves. Most of the
leaders and soldiers lost their arms, equipments, and horses.
If one historian is to be believed, the money received from
the king of Tunis was lost in this shipwreck.

After so great a misfortune, the king of Sicily neglected
1o means of succouring the Crusaders. We may believe in
the generous sentiments which he expressed upon the occa-
sion ; but there is little doubt that, with his feelings a hope
was mixed of deriving something favourable to his projects
from this deplorable circumstance. 'When all the leaders
were arrived, several councils were held to ascertain what
remained to be done. As every one deplored his own losses,
Charles proposed a sure means of repairing them, which was
the conquest of Greece. This was the plan he had arranged :
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in the first place, all the Crusaders should pass the winter in
Sicily ; in the spring, the count of Poictiers should set out
for Palestine with a part of the army, the rest was to follow
Charles to Epirus, and from thence to Byzantium. This
roject had somnething adventurous and chivalric in it, very

ely to seduce the French barons and nobles; but letters
to the young king arrived from France, in which the regents
represented in strong colours the grief and alarms of his
Beople. Philip declared that he could not stay in Sicily,

ut should immediately return to his own dominions. This
determination destroyed all Charles’s hopes; the French
lords would not abandon their young monarch, and the
princes and all the leaders of the Christian army laid aside
the cross. An Italian chronicle reports that Charles, in his
vexation, confiscated to his own profit all the vessels and all
the effects which, after the late shipwreck, were thrown upon
the coasts of Sicily. He had profited by the misfortunes of
the army before Tunis, and he now enriched himself with
the spoils of his companions in arms. This act of injustice
and violence completed the dislike that most of the Crusa-
ders had conceived for him; this was particularly the case
with the Genoese, to whom the fleet belonged in which the
Christian army had embarked.

It was, however, decided that they should resume the
crusade four years later. The two kings, the princes, and
the most influential leaders, engaged themselves by oath to
embark for Syria with their troops in the month of July of
the fourth year ;—a vain promise, that not one of them was
destined to keep, and which they only made then to excuse
in their own eyes the inconsistency of their conduct in this
war. Edward, who had announced his resolution of passi
the winter in Sicily, and setting out for Palestine in the
spring, was the only one that did not break his promises.

The French warriors abandoned all thoughts of the cru-
sade; but they were yet far from seeing the closing of that
abyss of miserics which it had opened beneath their feet.
The king of Navarre died shortly after landing at Trapani,
and his wife Isabella was so deeply affected by his death,
that she immediately followed him to the tomb. Philip set
out on his return to France in the month of January, and
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the young queen, who had accompanied him, became another
victim otS t%e crusade. In crossing Calabria, whilst fording
a river near Cosenza, her horse fell, and she being pregnant,
this fall caused her death. Thus Philip pursued his journey,
bearing with him the bodies of his father, his brother, and
his wife. He learnt on his march that the count and
countess of Poictiers, returning to Languedoc, had both
died in Tuscany from the effects of the contagious malady
of the coast of Africa. Passing by Viterbo, Philip witnessed
the tragical end of one of the most illustrious of his com-
panions in arms; Henry d’Allemagne was attacked by the
sons of the earl of Leieester, pursued into a church, and
massacred at the foot of the altar. Thus, great crimes were
joined with great calamities, to add to the cruel remem-
rances that this crusade was destined to leave behind it.

Philip, after crossgm Mount Cenis, returned to Paris
through Burgundy and Champagne. What days of mournin,
for France! At );;he departure of Louis IX%' for the Ea.sg
the whole nation had been impressed by the most melan-
choly presentiments ; and, alas! all these presentiments were
but too fully realized !

It was not the flag of victory, but a funeral pall that pre-
ceded the French warriors in their march. Funereal urns,
the wreck of an army but lately so flourishing, a young sick
Eﬁwe, who had o ly escaped by a miracle the death that

swept away his family—this was all that came back from
the crusade! The people came from all parts to meet the
melancholy train; they surrounded the Ly((’)ung king, they
strove to approach the remains of St. Louis, and it was
made evident, by their pious propriety and their religious
sadness, that the sentiments which led them there were not
such as generally precipitate the multitude upon the steps
of the masters of the earth.

On the arrival of Philip in his capital, the bones and the
heart of St. Louis were conveyed to the church of Notre
Dame, where ecclesiastics sang the hymns of the service of
the dead during the whole night. On the following day the
funeral of the royal martyr was celebrated in the church of
St. Denis. In the midst of an immense assemblage of all
classes of the people, deeply affected by what they saw, the
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young monarch advanced, bearing on his shoulders the
mortal remains of his father. He stopped several times on
his way, and crosses, which were placed at every station,
recalled, up to the last century, this beautiful picture of
filial piety.

Louis IX. was deposited near his grandfather Philip
Augustus, and his father Louis VIII. Although he had
forbidden - his tomb to be ornamented, it was covered with

lates of silver, which were afterwards carried away by the

nglish. At a later period a more terrible revolution broke
into his tomb and scattered his ashes; but this revolution
has not been able to destroy his memory.

No, posterity will never cease to praise that passion for
,iustice which filled the whole life of Louis I1X., that ardour
in search of truth, so rare even among the greatest kings;
that love of peace, to which he sacrificed even the glory he
had acquired in arms; that solicitude for the good of all;
that tender consideration for poverty ; that Yrofound respect
for the rights of misfortune and for the lives of men:—
virtues which astonished the middle ages, and which our
own times still perceive in the descernants of so good a

rince.*

The ascendancy which his virtue and piety gave him he only
employed in defending his people against everything that was
unjust. This ascendancy, which he preserved over his age,
gave to his laws an empire, which laws, whatever they may
be, rarely obtain but with time. A few years after his reign,
provinces demanded to be united to the crown, under the
sole hope and the sole condition of enjoying the wise ordi-
nances of the king, who loved justice. Such were the con-
quests of St. Lows. It is well known, that after his victories
over the English he restored Guienne to them, in spite of
the advice of his barons, who considered this act of genero-
sity to be contrary to the interests of the kingdom. Perhaps
it only belongs to elevated minds like his to know how much
wisdom there is in the counsels of moderation! An illus-
trious writer of the last age has said, when speaking of
Louis IX., that great moderate men are rare, and 1t is

* We hope our readers, while tl;ey peruse the latter part of this
oTtherwine good paragraph, will not forget that we are only translators.— .
RANS.
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doubtless on that account that the world does not under-
stand them.

*In the position in which France at that time was placed,
a vulgar genius would have fomented divisions; whereas
Louis only sought to appease them ; and it was this spirit of
conciliation which rendered him the arbitrator of kings and
nations, and gave him more strength and power than could
have been procured by the combinations of the wisest policy.
Among the contemporaries of St. Louis persons were not
wanting who blameg his moderation, and many who pride
themselves upon being skilful politicians blame him even
now. Strange skill, which tends to create a belief that
morality is foreign to the happiness of nations, and which
cannot afford to the leaders of empires the same virtues
that God has bestowed upon man for the preservation of
society ! .

The more we admire the reign of Louis IX. the ter is
our astonishment at his having twice interrupted the course
of its blessings, and quitted a people he rendered happy b
his presence. But, whilst behoﬁiing the passions whic{
agitate the present generation, who will dare to raise his
voice for the purpose of accusing past ages! If at the
moment in which I write this history all Europe is moved
by the rumour of a general rising against the Mussulmans,
now masters of Byzantium ;—if the most ardent disciples of
the modern school of philosophy are putting ug vows for the
triumph of the Gospel over the Koran, for the deliverance
of the Greeks, and the resurrection of Athens and Lace-
demon, how can we believe that in the middle ages princes
and Christian nations would not be affected by the horrible
state of slavery of Jerusalem, and all those holy regions
from which the light first broke upon Christendom ? Con-
sistently with the character which Louis IX. displayed in
all the circumstances of his life, how could he remain in-
different to the calamities of the Christian colonies, which
were principally peopled -by Frenchmen, and which were
considered as another France,—the France of the east?
We must not forget, likewise, that the great aim of his
policy was to unite the nations of the east and west by the
ties of Christianity ; and that this aim, if he had succeeded
in it, would have been greatly to the advantage of humanity.
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Ambition itself has been sometimes pardoned for pro-
jects much more chimerical, and wars much more unfor-
tunate.*

However it may be, we can venture to say that the cap-
tivity and death of St. Louis in distant regions did not at all
lessen the respect in which his name and his virtues were
held in Burope. Perhaps even such extraordinary misfor-
tunes, suffered in the name of religion and of all that was
then reverenced, added something to the splendour of the
monarchy ; for the times we have seen were then far distant
in which the misfortunes of kings have only served to despoil
royalty of that which makes it respected among men. The
death of Louis IX. was a great subject of grief for the
French; but with the regret which s loss created, there
was mingled, for the whole people, the thoughts of the
happy future which Louis had prepared, and for pious minds
the hope of having a guardian and a support in heaven.
Very shortly the death of a king of France was celebrated
as a fresh triumph for religion,—as a fresh glory for his
country ; and the anniversary of the day on which he expired
became thereafter one of the solemn festivals of the Christian
Church and of the French monarchy.

A beautiful spectacle was that canonical inquiry in which
the common fntger of the faithful interrogated the contem-
E(e)mries of Louis IX. upon the virtues of his life and the

nefits of his reign! Frenchmen of all classes came for-
ward to attest, upon the Gospel, that the monarch whose
death they lamented was worthy of all the rewards of
heaven. Among them were many of his old companions in
arms, who had shared his chains in Egypt, and beheld him
dying on his bed of ashes before Tunis. The whole of

urope confirmed their religious testimony, and repeated
these words of the head of the Church :— House of France,
rejoice at having given to the world so great a prince ; rejoice,
people of France, at having had so good a king !” +

e?he death of Louis IX., as we have already said, bad sud-

* Among the numerous panegyrics of Louis IX. there are few that
have stood the test of time. Voltaire bas drawn a fine portrait of the
good king. M. Dampmartin, in his work upon the kings of France, bas
spoken of this great prince with ability and truth.

+ Words of the Bull of Canonization.
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denly suspended all enterprises beyond the seas. Edward
only, accompanied by the count of Brittany, his brother
Edmund, and three hundred knights, had gone into Syria,
at the head of a small army of five hundred Crusaders from
Friesland. All these Crusaders together only formed a body
of a thousand or twelve hundred combatants ; and this was
all that reached Asia of those numberless armies that had
been raised in the West for the deliverance of the Holy
Land. So feeble a reinforcement was not calculated to in-
spire confidence or restore security to the Christians of

alestine, not yet recovered from their consternation at
hearing of the retreat of the Crusaders from before Tunis,
and their return into Europe.

Most of the princes mdpghﬁsﬁm states of Syria, in the
fear of being invaded, had concluded treaties with the sultan
of Cairo; many must have hesitated at engaging in a war
from which the slender succours from Europe could allow
them no hopes of great advantages, and in which likewise they
had to dread being abandoned by the Crusaders, ever eager
to return to the West. Nevertheless, the Templars and the
Hospitallers, who never missed an opportunity of fightin
with the Saracens, united themselves with Prince Edward,
whose fame had preceded him into the East. Bibars, who
was then ravaging the territories of Ptolemais, drew his
forces off from a city which he had filled with alarm, and
appeared for 8 moment to have abandoned the execution of
his Y\rojects.

The little army of the Christians, composed of from six to
seven thousand men, advanced upon the Mussulman terri-
tories, directing its course towards Pheenicia, in order to
re-establish the communication that had been interrupted
between the Christian cities. In this expedition the Cru-
saders had much to suffer from excessive heat; many died
from indulging in fruits and honey, which the country pro-
duced in abundance. They marched afterwards towards the
city of Nazareth, upon the walls of which they planted the
standard of Christ. The soldiers of the cross could not
remember without indignation that Bibars had completely
destroyed the church of this city, consecrated to the Virgin.
Nazareth was given up to pillage, and all the Mussulmans
found in the citv exniated. bv being put to the sword, the
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. burning and destruction of one of the most beautiful monu-
ments raised by the Christians in Syria.

After this victory, for which we cannot praise the Cru-
saders, the Christian army had to combat the Mussulman
troops, who were impatient to avenge the excesses com-
mitted at Nazareth. Whether he had learnt to respect the
superiority of his enemies, or whether he had cause to com-
plain of the warriors of Palestine, Edward returned within
the walls of Ptolemais, and sought for no more contests.
The frequent excursions of the Saracens could not provoke
him to take up arms; but whilst he remained thus safe from
the perils of war, he was on the point of perishing by the
hand of a Mussulman whom he had taken into his service.
Some of the chronicles of the time tell us that the emir of
Jaffa armed the hand of the assassin; others say that the
blow was directed by the sect of the Ismaélians, who still
subsisted, notwithstanding the war declared against them
by both the Tartars and the Mamelukes.

After having thus run the danger of losing his life,
Edward, cured of his wounds, only thought of concluding a
truce with Bibars; and being recalled into England by the

rayers of Henry III., whose successor he was, he quitted
the East without having done anything important for the
cause he had sworn to defend. Thus all the results of this
crusade, which had so much alarmed the Mussulmans, were
reduced, on one side, to the massacre of the unarmed popu-
lation of Nazareth, and on the other, to the vain conquest
of the ruins of Carthage. Another result of this war, and
the only one it had for Europe, was to entirely discourage
the Christian warriors, and make them forget the East.
After Edward, no prince from the West ever crossed the
seas to combat with the infidels in Asia, and the crusade in
which he took a part so little glorious, was the last of those
which bad for object the deliverance or recovery of the Holy
Land.

Among the circumstances that produced the failure of
this crusade, history must not forget the protracted vacancy
of the papal throne, during which no voice was raised to
animate the Crusaders,.in which there was no authority
powerful enough, particularly after the death of St. Louis,
to direct their enterprise. After a lapse of two years, how-
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ever, the conclave chose a successor of St. Peter ; and, fortu-
nately for the eastern Christians, the suffrages fell upon
Thibault, archdeacon of Liege, who had followed the Frisons
into Asia, and whom the intel]igence of his elevation found
still in Palestine. The Christians of Syria had reason to
hope that the new pontiff, for so long a time a witness of
their perils and their miseries, would not fail to employ
all his power to succour them. Thibault gave them an
assurance of it before he quitted Ptolemais, and in a dis-
course which he addressed to the assembled people, he took
for his text this verse of the hundred and thirty-seventh
Psalm: “If T forget thee, O Jerusalem, may I myself be
forgotten among men!”

The patriarch of Jerusalem, and the grand masters of the
Temple and the Hospital accompanied Gregory X. into the
‘West. On his return, the pontiff applied himself at once
to the re-establishment of peace in Italy and Germany. He
engaged the princes, particularly the king of France, to
unite their efforts in assisting the Holy Land. Philip con-
tented himself with sending a few troops into the East, and
with advancing thirty-six thousand silver marks to the Pope,
for which sum he heﬂl as security all the possessions of the
Templars in his kingdom. Pisa, Genoa, and Marseilles fur-
nished several galleys, and five hundred warriors were
embarked for Ptolemais, at the expense of the sovereign

ntiff.

PoThis assistance was far from answering the hopes or the
wants of the Christian colonies. Gregory resolved to inte-
rest all Christendom in his project, and for that purpose
convoked a council at Lyons, in 1274. This council was
much more numerous and more solemn than that which
Innocent IV. had assembled thirty years before in the same
city. At this were present the patriarchs of Jerusalem and
Constantinople, more than a thousand bishops and arch-
bishops, the envoys of the emperors of the East and of the
West, those of the kings of France and Cyprus, and of all
the princes of Europe and beyond the seas. In this nu-
merous assembly, no persons attracted so much attention
as the Tartar princes and ambassadors, sent by the powerful
head of the Moguls, to form an alliance with the Christians
against the Mussulmans; several of these Tartar princes
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received baptism from the hands of the Pope, and Christians
who were witnesses of this ceremony saw in it an assured
pledge of the Divine promises.

All admired the power of God who had chosen the instru-
ments of his designs from remote and little known regions;
the crowd of the faithful looked upon the supreme head of
the hordes of Tartary as another Cyrus, whom Providence
had charged with the destruction of Babylon and the de-
liverance of Jerusalem. At the last sitting, the Council of
Lyons decreed that a new crusade should be undertaken,
and that during ten years a tenth should be levied upon all
ecclesiastical property. Palwologus, who at length sub-
mitted to the Latin church, promised to send troops for the
deliverance of the heritage of Christ; the Pope recognized
Rodolph of Hapsbourg as emperor of the West, upon con-
dition that he would go into Palestine at the head of an

army.

B{lt notwithstanding the grand spectacle of such a council,
the decisions and the exhortations of the Pope and the pre-
lates could not arouse the enthusiasm of the faithful, which
was no longer anything, to borrow an expression from
Scripture, “but the smoking remains of a burnt cloth.”
Gregory X. had succeeded in re-establishing peace among
the Itﬁan republics, and in terminating all the discords of
Germany relative to the succession to the empire: no war
interfered with the crusade; but the minds of both princes
and nations had taken a fresh direction. We still possess a
written document of this period, which, doubtless, obtained
the approbation if not the encouragement of the pope, and
which appears to us well calculautnelg to throw a light upon
the spint of the age, and show us what was then the general
opinion of expeditions to the East. In this document, which
will be considered whimsical, at least in its form, the author,
Humbert de Romanis, endeavours to revive the zeal of
Christians for the holy war, and, while deploring the indif-
ference of his contemporaries, he points out eight obstacles
to the effects of his preaching : 1st. A4 sinful kabit ; 2nd. The
dread of fatigue; 3rd. Repugnance to quit their native country;
4th. An excessive love of family ; 5&1. The evil discourses of
men ; 6th. A weakness of mind that creates a belicf that every
thing is impossible ; Tth. Bad examples ; 8th. A faith without
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warmth. To all these motives for indifference the author
might have added other reasons drawn from the policy and
the new interests of Europe ; but without allowing himself to
be stopped by so many obstacles, the intrepid defender of the
crusades, proceeding always by enumerations and categories,
hastens to denote seven powerful passions, which, according
to him, ought to cause the partisans of the holy to triumph;
these reasons were : 1st. Zeal for the glory of God ; 2nd. Zeal
Jor the Christian faith ; 3rd. Brotherly charity ; 4th. Devo-
tional respect for the Holy Land; bth. The war commenced
by the Mussulmans; 6th. The example of the first Cru-
saders; Tth. The blessings of the Church. After these enu-
merations, Humbert de Romanis repeats the objections that
were made in his time against undertaking crusades. Some
said that wars, of whatever kind they might be, only served
to promote the shedding of blood, and that there were quite
enough of those that could not be avoided, and of those that
ple were obliged to make in self-defence ; others said that

1t was tempting God to quit a land in which his will had
caused us to be born, and in which his goodness heaped
blessings upon us, to go into a country which God had
given to other nations, and in which we were constantly
abandoned by him to all the miseries of exile. It was fur-
ther said, that it was not permissible to invade the territories
of the Saracens, that there was no more reason for pursuing
the Mussulmans than the Jews, that the wars made against
them would never effect their conversion, and in short, that
this war did not appear to be agreeable to God, since he
permitted so many misfortunes to overwhelm the Crusaders.
Humbert de Romanis, in his book, answers all these and
many other objections ; but these objections themselves were
founded upon the spirit of the age, which could not be
changed by reasoning. He in vain repeated that the Holy
Land originally belonged to the Christians, and that they
had the right to endeavour to reconquer it; that the vine of
the Lord ought to be defended by the sword against those
who wished to root it up; that if they extirpated the bram-
bles from a barren soil, they were much more strongly bound
to drive from a holy land a rude and barbarous nation. He
in vain repeated what had been so often said before, that the
misfortunes of the crusades did not happen because those
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crusades were displeasing to God, but because it was God's
will to punish the Crusaders, and try their constancy and
faith. All this display of ecclesiastical erudition and argu-
mentation persuaded nobody ; not because people were more
enlightenef than they had been some years before, but
because they entertained other thoughts: similar discourses
would have succeeded admirably in the preceding century,
when addressed to dominant passions; but they produced
no effect when addressed to indifference.

This European indifference was fatal to the Christian
colonies of the East; it gave them u% without defence to
- the mercy of an enemy who every day became more power-
ful, and whose fanaticism was inflamed by victory. On
the other hand, fresh symptoms of decay, and new signs of
aEproaching ruin, were observable in the confederation of
ihe Franks of Syria. All those petty principalities, all those
cities scattered along the Syrian coasts were shared among
them ; and all the passions which the spirit of rivalry gives
birth to became the auxiliaries of the Saracens. Every one
of these petty states, in a constant state of fear, eagerly
gurchase a few days of peace, or a few months of existence,

y treaties with Bibars, treaties in which the common
honour and interests of the Christians were almost always
sacrificed. The sultan of Cairo did not disdain to conclude
a treaty of alliance with a single city, or even with a town;
and nothing is more curious than to see figuring in these
acts of policy, on the one side the sovereign of Egypt,
Syria, Mesopotamia, and twenty other provinces; audv on
the other a little city like Sidon® or Tortosa, with its fields,
its orchards, and its mills: a deplorable contrast, which must
have made the Christians feel the extent of their humilia-
tion, and proved to them all they had to fear. In all these
treaties it was the Mussulman policy to promote division
among the Franks, and to hold them in a state of de-

* The Arabian chroniclers have preserved several of these treaties: we
find in the extracts from Oriental manuscripts, a treaty between the
sultan of Cairo and the little city of Tortosa. When reading the titles
and the dependencies of the masters and the inhabitants of Tortosa, we
may fancy we read the lease of a bailiwick or a farm, made before a

notary.
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ndence,® never considering them as allies, but as vassals,

ers or tributaries.

Such was the peace enjoyed by the Christian states in
Syria; and a further matter to be deplored was, that there
were then three pretenders to the kingdom of Jerusalem:
— the king of Cyprus, the king of Sicily, and Mary of
Antioch, who was descended from the fourth daughter of
Isabella, the wife of Amaury. Parties disputed, and even
fought for a kingdom half destroyed; or rather they con-
tended for the disgrace of ruining it entirely, and giving it
up, rent by discord, to the domination of the Saracens.

. Bibars, in the meanwhile, steadily pursued the course of
his conquests ; every day fame spread abroad an account of
some fresh trium;{;; at one time he re-entered Cairo,
dragging in his train a king of Nubia, whom he had just
conquered ; at another, he returned from Armenia, whence
he brought thirty thousand horses and ten thousand children
of both sexes. These accounts spread terror among the
Christian cities, a terror that was very little mitigated b
their treaties with the sultan of Egypt; no one could te
what might be the next conquest Bibars contemplated, and
every city was trembling lest it should be the next object of
his ambition or his fury, when the death of this fierce con-
qusrpr afforded the Christians a few moments of security
and joy.

T eyend of Bibars is related after various manners; we
will follow the account of the historian Ibn-Ferat, with
whose expressions even we shall sometimes make free.
Bibars was about to set out for Damascus, to fight the
Tartars in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates; but before
his departure he defnanded an extraordinary impost. The
imaun Mohyeddin Almoury addressed remonstrances to him
on the subject ; but the sultan replied: “ Oh! my master, I
will abolish this tax when I shall have conquered our
enemies.”” When Bibars had triumphed over the Tartars,
he wrote in the following terms to the chief of the divan at
Damascus: “ We will not dismount from our horse until

* In Jbn-Ferat we may read the letter which the sultan of Cairo wrote
on the subject of the princess of Berouth, who had left her little princi-
pality without the consent of the sultan. (See the extracts from Arabic
manuscripts. )
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thou hast levied an impost of two hundred thousand dirhems
upon Damascus, one of three hundred thousand upon its
territories, one of three hundred thousand upon its towns,
and one of ten hundred thousand dirheme upon the south-
ern provinces.” Thus the joy -created by the victory of
Bibars was changed into sadness, and the people prayed for
the death of the sultan. Complaints were carried to the
cheick Mohyeddin, a fpious and respected man;* and
scarcely was the levy of the tribute begun when Bibars was
razed from the roll of the living—he died poisoned. .
The Arabian historians place Bibars among the great
princes of the dynasty of the Baharite Mamelukes. He
was originally sold as a slave, and although he only lived
among soldiers, a penetrating sagacity of mind supplied the
place of education. When afterwards, he had become familiar
with war, and had been cast among the factions of the army,
he had acquired all the knowledge that was necessary to
enable him to reign over the Mamelukes. The quality
which was of most service to him in the career of his am-
bition was his incredible activity ; during the seventeen
iem of his reign, he did not allow himself one day of repose ;
e was present, almost at the same time, in Syria, in Egypt,
and upon the banks of the Euphrates: the chronicles relate
that he was frequently perambulating the streets of Da-
mascus, whilst his courtiers were awaiting the moment of
his waking at the gates of the palace of Cairo. As two sul-
tans of Egypt had perished beneath his hands, and as he had
arrived at empire by means of violent revolutions, that which
he most drea({’ed was the influence of his own example ; all
those whose ambition he feared, or whose fidelity he doubted,
were immediately sacrificed. The most simple communica-
tions between man and man were sufficient to alarm his
fierce and suspicious temper ; if oriental historians may be
credited, during the reign of Bibars, friends shunned each

* This account is much longer in Ibn-Ferat; whilst endeavouring to
preserve the tone and the Oriental colouring of it, we have felt it neces-
sary to abridge it. The chronicle of Ibn.Ferat, which is a collection of
many other chronicles, contains several different versions; this appears to
us the most probable, and, at the same time, the one best calculated to
show what were the resources of the nations of Asia against the excesses

of despotism.
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other in the streets, and no man durst enter into the house
of another. 'When it was important to him to conceal his
designs, to cast a veil over his proceedings, or himself to
avoid the public eye, woe to him who should divine his
thought, pronounce his name, or salute him on his way.
Severe with his soldiers, a flatterer with his emirs, entertain-
ing no repugnance for artifice, preferring violence, sporting
with treaties and oaths, practising a dissimulation that
nobody could penetrate, possessed by an avarice that made
him pitiless in the levying of tributes; having never re-
treated before an enemy, before an obstacle, or before a
crime, his genius and character seemed made for the govern-
ment, which he had in some sort founded, a monstrous
government, which sustained itself by vices and excesses,
and which could not possibly have subsisted in conjunction
with moderation and virtue.

His enemies and his subjects trembled equally before him ;
they trembled still around that litter which transported his
remains froon Damascus to Cairo. But so many excesses,
80 many violences, 8o many triumphs, which only ministered
to his personal ambition, were not able to fix the crown in
his family ; his two sons only ascended the throne to descend
from it again. Xelaoun, the bravest of the emirs, soon
usu.?ed the sovereign power; a uniform line of succession
to the throne was not at all likely to be preserved in an
army constantly exposed to sedition. Every Mameluke
believed himself born for empire, and in this republic of
slaves it appeared permissible for every one to dream of
tyranny. A thing almost incredible,—that which appeared
most calculated to ruin this band of turbulent soldiery, was
precisely that which saved it; weakness or incapacity could
never support itself long upon the throne, and amidst the
tumult o¥ factions, it almost always happened that the most
brave and the most able was chosen to direct the govern-
‘ment, and lead in war.

Bibars had commenced the ruin of the Christians; Ke-
laoun was destined to complete it. In the West, Gregory
in vain prosecuted the preparations, or rather the preachings
of the crusade; he several times renewed his intreaties to
Rodolph of Hapsburg, but Rodolph had an empire to pre-
serve ; it was useless for the pope to threaten to deprive

Vou. I11.—4
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him of his crown; the new emperor saw much less danger
for him in the anger of the sovereign pontiff than in an
expedition which would lead him so far from his states. At
length Gregory died, without having been able to fulfil the
romises he had made to the Christians of the East. Pa-
estine received, from time to time, some succours from
Europe ; but these succours, scarcely ever arriving sea-
sonably, appeared less likely to increase than to compromise
its safety. The king of Sicily, who had caused himself to
be proclaimed king of Jerusalem, sent some soldiers and a
governor to Ptolemais; he was preparing to make a for-
midable expedition into Syria,* and his ambition, perhaps,
might, in this circumstance, have been serviceable to the
cause of the Christians, if a revolution had not suddenly
put an end to his projects.

The discontent of the people in his states, particularly in
Sicily, continually increased. The people had been burdened
with a heavy tax for the last crusade, and the publication of
a new onc was received with many murmurs; the enemies
of Charles saw nothing in the assumption of the cross but a
signal for violence and brigandage : it is under this sacred
banner, they said, that he is accustomed to shed innocent
blood : they further remembered that the conquest of Naples
had been made under the standard of the cross. At length
the signal of revolt being given, eight thousand Frenchmen
were immolated to the manes of Conradin, and the Sicilian
vespers completed the destruction of all Charles’'s Eastern
projects.

Kelaoun from that time had it in his power to attack the
Christians ; but busied in establishing his authority among
the Mamelukes, and in repulsing the Tartars, who had ad-
vanced towards the Euphrates, he consented to conclude a
truce with the Franks of Ptolemais. It may plainly be
perceived by this treaty, which the Arabian authors have

* Many historians think that Charles’s preparations were intended to
be directed against Constantinople. Without contradicting this opinion,
we may believe that the king of Sicily thought likewise of the king-
dom of Jerusalem. Charles was always very secret in his political pro-
jects ; and very frequently the dissimulation of princes causes as much
embarrassment to historians as it could have done ill to the countries
exposed to its attempts.
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ed, what were the designs of the sultans of Cairo,
and the extent of the ascendancy they assumed over their
feeble enemies.® The Christians engaged, in the event of
any prince of the Franks making an expedition into Asia, to
warn the infidels of the coming of Christian armies from the
‘West. This was at the same time signing a dishonourable
condition, and renouncing all hopes of a crusade.

The armies of the West, besides, were fighting for other
interests than those of the Holy Land, and there was no
reason to believe they would be seen in Asia for a length
of time. Most of the princes of Europe at that time never
bestowed a thought upon the Mussulmans or their victories ;
such princes or states as had any interests to guard in the
East,t not only allied themselves without scruple with the
sultan of Egvpt, but promised by treaties, and swore upon
the Gospel, to declare themselves the enemies of all the
Christian powers that should attack the states of their
Mussulman ally.

Thus all these treaties, dictated sometimes by ambition
and avarice, and sometimes by fear, raised every day a new
barrier between the Christians of the East and those of the
‘West. Besides, these treaties were no checks upon the
sultan of Cairo, who always found some pretext for breaking

* The text of this treaty may be read in the life of Kelaoun.

1+ M. de Sacy has translated a treaty concluded between the sultan of
Egypt and the kings of Sicily and Arragon. The following is one of the
clauses of this treaty :—** If the case should happen that the pope of
Rome, the kings of the Franks, of the Greeks, of the Tartars, or others,
should ask the king of Arragon or his brothers, or should cause to be
asked in the states of their dominions, auxiliary troops or any succour,
whether of cavalry, infantry, money, vessels, clothing, or arms, the said
princes would give no consent to it, either openly or in secret ; they would
grant them no succour, and would consent to nothing of the kind. If
the king of Arragon should learn that one of the above-named kings
should have any intention of carrying war into the states of the sultan,
or to cause him auy prejudice, he will send and advise the sultan of it,
and will inform him on what side his enemies propose to attack bim, and
that with the shortest delay possible, before they shall be put in motion,
and he will conceal nothing concerning it from him.’' This treaty is
very long, and provides against all difficulties. We may here make a
general remark, which is, that most of the treaties made between the
Orientals and the Christians surpass, in some sort, the sagacity of modern
diplomacy ; so much mistrust gave foresight to the negotiators and the
contracting powers.
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them, when war presented more advantages than peace. It
was thus with tgne fortress of Margat, situated upon the
river Eleuctera, in the neighbourhood of Tripoh. . The
Hospitallers who guarded this castle were accusedpzf making
incursions upon, the lands of the Mussulmans; and this
accusation, which was not perhaps without foundation, was
soon followed by the siege of the place. The towers and
ramparts for a long time resisted the shock of the machines
of war; the garrison repulsed every attack ; but whilst they
were fighting upon the walls, and at the foot of the walls,
miners were ditgging away the earth from beneath them.
At length the fortress, undermined on all sides, was ready
to fall to pieces at the first signal. The Hospitallers made
an honourable capitulation, and Margat opened its gates
to the Mussulman army.

Upon the seacoast, between Margat and Tortosa, stood
another castle, to which a Frank nobleman had retired,
whom some of the Arabian chroniclers call the sieur de
Telima, and others, the sieur Barthélemi. This Frank
lord never ceased ravaging the lands of his neighbourhood,
and every day returned home to his fortress loaded with the
sEoils of the Saracens. Kelaoun was desirous of attacking
the castle of the sieur Barthélemi, but thinking it impreg-
nable, he wrote to the count of Tripoli,—* It 1s thou who
hast built, or hast allowed to be built, this castle; evil be to
thee, evil be to thy capital, evil be to thy people, if it be
not promptly demolished.” * The count of Tripoli was the
more alarmed at these menaces, from the Musstzmn troops
being, at the moment he received the letter, in his terri-
tories : he offered the seigneur Barthélemi considerable
lands in exchange for his castle; he made him the most
brilliant promises and offers, but all in vain. At length the

* son of Barthélemi interfered in the negotiation, and set out
to implore the compassion of the sultan of Cairo. The
enraged old man flew after his son, overtook him in the city
of Ptolemais, and poniarded him before the assembled

ple. This parricide disgusted all the Christians; and
g::-thélemi was at last abandoned by his own soldiers, who
held his crime in great horror. The castle, which was left

* We can find no document on this subject in the chronicles of the
West ; our guide has been Ibn-Ferat.
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unprotected, was shortly after demolished. From that time
the sieur Barthélemi became the most inveterate enemy of
the Christians; and, retired among the infidels, was con-
stantly employed in associating them with his vengeance,
and in urging the destruction of the Christian cities.

His pitiless hatred had but too many opportunities of
being satisfied. The sultan of Cairo pursued the war against
the Christians, and everything seemed to favour his enter-
prizes. He had for a long time entertained the project of
gaining possession of Laodicea, whose port rivalled that of
Alexandria; but the citadel of that city, surrounded by the
waters of the sea, was inaccessible; an earthquake, which
shook the towers of the fortress, facilitated his conquest of
it. The castle of Carac and some gther forts, built on the
coast of Pheenicia, fell into the hands of the Mussulmans.
After bhaving thus laid open all the avenues to Tripoli, the
sultan turned the whole of his attention to the siege of that
city. Neither the faith of treaties, nor the recent submis-
sions of Bohemond, were able to retard for a moment the
fall of a flourishing city: no Christian city, no prince of
Palestine offered the least assistance to Tripoli. Such in-
deed was the spirit of division that always reigned among
the Franks, that the Templars, in conjunction with the
geigneur de Giblet, had entertained the project of intro-
ducing some Christian soldiers into Bohemond’s city, and
taking it by surprise. They were not able, it is true, to
execute their design ; but what evils must not these odious
jealousies, these black treacheries, have brought upon the
feeble remains of the Christian colonies !

A formidable army appeared before the walls of Tripoli,
and a great number of machines were erected dgainst the
ramparts : after a siege of thirty-five days, the Mussulmans
penetrated into the city, fire and sword in hand. Seven
thousand Christians fell under the arms of the conqueror ;
the women and children were dragged away into slavery, and
the terrified crowd vainly sought an asylum from the blood-
thirsty Mamelukes in the island of St. Nicholas. Aboulfeda
relates, that having occasion to go to that island, a few days
after the taking of Tripoli, he found it covered with dead
bodies. Some of the inhabitants having succeeded in getting
on board ships, fled away from their desolate country ; but
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the sea drove them back again upon the shore, where they
were massacred by the Mussulmans. Not only the popula-
tion of Tripoli was almost exterminated, but the sultan gave
orders that the city should be burnt and demolished. The
ort of Tripoli attracted a great part of the commerce of the
editerranean ; the city contained more than four thousand
silk-looms; its palaces were admired, its towers and its
fortifications aipeared impregnable. So many sources of
grosperity, all that could cause peace to flourish or serve for
efence in war, all perished under the flame, the axe, and
the hammer! The principal aim of the Mussulman policy
in this war, was to destroy all that the Christians had done;
to leave no traces of their power upon the coasts of Syria;
nothing which could afterwards attract thither the princes
and warriors of the West, nothing that could yield them the
means of maintaining themselves there if ever they should
be tempted again to unfurl their standards in the East.
Ptolemais, which remained neuter in this cruel war, learnt
the fall and destruction of a Christian city from some fu-
gitives, who, having escaped the sword of the Mussulmans,
came to intreat an asylum within its walls. From this sad
intelligence, it might easily predict the misfortunes that
awaited it. Ptolemais was then the capital of the Christian
colonies, and the most considerable city of Syria. Most of
the Franks, upon being driven from the other cities of Pales-
tine, had taken refuge there, bringing with them all their
portable wealth. In its port anchored all the warlike fleets
that came from the West, with the richest trading vessels
from most countries of the world. The city had not less
increased in extent than population ; it was constructed of
square-cut stones; all the walls of the houses rose to an
equal height, and a platform or terrace surmounted most of
the buildings.® The interior of the principal houses was
ornamented with paintings, and they received light by the
means of glass windows, which was at that time an extra-
ordinary luxury. In the Xublic places, coverings of silk or
transparent stuffs screened the inhabitants from the ardours

* All these curious details upon Ptolemais, its morals, and the mode
of living of its inhabitants, are furnished by Herman Cornarius (Ekard’s
Collection). A more extensive extract will be found in our analysis of
the German authors.
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of the sun. Between the two ramparts which bounded the
city on the east, were built castles and palaces, the residences
of the great; the artizans and traders occupied the interior
of the city. Among the princes and nobles who had man-
sions in Ptolemais, were the king of Jerusalem, his brothers
and his family, the princes of Galilee and Antioch, the lieu-
tenants of France and Sicily, the duke of Cesarea, the counts
of Tripoli and Jaffa, the lords of Barouth, Tyre, Tiberias,
Ibelin, Arsaph, &e. We read in an old chronicle that all
these magnates were accustomed to walk in the public places,
wearing crowns of gold like kings, whilst the vestments of
their numerous trains glittered with gold and precious stones.
Every day was passed in festivity, spectacles or tournaments ;
whilst the port was a mart of exchange for the treasures of
the East and the West, exhibiting at all times an animated
‘picture of commerce and industry.

Contemporary history deplores with severity the corrup-
tion of morals that prevailed in Ptolemais, the crowds of
strangers bringing with them the vices of all countries.
Effeminacy and luxury pervaded every class, the clergy them-
selves being unable to escape the gencral contagion: the
inhabitauts of Ptolemais were esteemed the most voluptuous
and dissolute of all the nations of Syria. Ptolemais was not
only the richest city of Syria, it was further supposed to be the
best fortificd. St. Louis, during his abode in Palestine, had
neglected nothing to repair and increase its fortifications.
On the land side, a double wall surrounded the city, com-
manded at distances by lofty battlemented towers; and a
wide and deep ditch prevented access to the ramparts.
Towards the sea, the city was defended by a fortress built
at the entrance of the port, by the castle of the temple on
the south, and by the tower called the King's Tower, on the
east. .

Ptolemais appears then to have possessed much better
means of defence than at the period at which it stood out
for three years against all the forces of Europe. No power
could have subdued it if it had been inhabited by true
citizens, and not by foreigners, [l)ilgrims, and traders, at all
times ready to transport themselves and their wealth from
one place to another. The persons who represented the

king of Naples, the licutenants of the king of Cyprus, the
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French, the English, the pope’s legate, the patriarch of
Jerusalem, the prince of Antioch, the three mihitary orders,
the Venetians, the Genoese, the Pisans, the Armenians, the
Tartars, had all and each their separate quarter, their juris-
diction, their tribunals, their magistrates—all independent
of each other, and all enjoying the right of sovereignty.
All these quarters were as so many different cities, opposed
to each other by customs, by language, by manners, and
above all, by rivalries and jealousies. It was impossible to

reserve order in a city in which so many sovereigns made

ws, which had no uniform government, and in which the
crime pursued in one part, was protected in another. Thus
all the passions were without a check, and often gave birth
to sanguinary and disgraceful scencs: in addition to the
quarrels that took their rise in the country, there was not
a feud in Burope, particularly in Italy, that was not felt
in Ptolemais. 'Y‘he discords of the Guelphs and the Ghi-
belines were here carried on with warmth, and the rivalries
of Venice and Genoa had caused torrents of blood to flow.
Each nation had fortifications in the quarter it inhabited,
against the others; and the churches even were fortified.
At the entrance to each division was a fortress, with gates
and iron chains; it was plainly to be perceived that all these
means of defence had been employed less for the purpose of
stopping the progress of an cnemy, than as a barrier against
neighbours and rivals.

The leaders of all the quarters and the principal inha-
bitants of the city sometimes assembled; but they seldom
agreed, and were at all times mistrustful of each other:
these assemblies never laid down any settled plan of con-
duct, never established any wholesome fixed rule, and, above
all, never showed the least foresight.

The city at the same time demanded succours from the
‘West, and solicited a truce with the Saracens. When a
treaty was concluded, no one had sufficient power to secure
its observanee; on the contrary, every one had it in his
power to violate it, and thus bring upon the city all the ills
that this violation would produce.

After the taking of Tripoli, the sultan of Cairo menaced
the city of Ptolemais ; nevertheless, whether he dreaded the
despair of the inhabitants, or thought that the favourable
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moment was not yet arrived, he yielded to their solicita-
tions, and renewed a truce with them for two years, two
months, two weeks, two days, and two hours. Accordi
to a chronicle, the pope’s legate disapproved of the treaty,
and caused some Mussulman traders, who caine to Ptolemais,
to be insulted: the Templars and the other military orders
were desirous of making reparation to the sultan of Egypt;
but the legate opposed them, and threatened to excom-
municate all who should have the least intercourse with the
infidels.®

An Arabian author assigns another motive for the vio-
lIences committed against the Mussulmans. He relates that
the wife of a rich inhabitant of Ptolemais, being deeply
enamoured of a young Mussulman, had appointed a meeting
with him in one of the gardens that surround the city; the
husband, warned of this outrage against conjugal fidelity,
gathers together some friends, goes out from Ptolemais with
them,t surprises his wife and her seducer, and immmolates
them both to his injured honour. Some Mussulmans are
drawn to the spot; the Christians come up in still ter
numbers ; the quarrel becomes angry and general ; and every
Mussulinan is massacred.

These violences, which fame did not fail to exaggerate
whilst narrating them, might give the sultan of Egypt a
pretext for renewing the war; and the Christians, who
plainly perceived their new perils, implored the assistance
of the sovereign pontiff. The pope engaged Venice to fur-
nish twenty-five galleys, and this fleet transported to Ptole-
mais a troop of sixteen hundred men, levied in haste in
Italy. This reinforcement, which was sent to the inhabi-
tants of Palestine for their defence, provoked their ruin;
the soldiers of the Holy See, levied among adventurers and
vagabonds, gave themselves up to all sorts of excesses.

* We find this fact in two Austrian chronicles, which have for title,
one, Chroni Anonymi Leobensis; the other, Thomem Kbendorfeiri de
Haselbach Chronicon. The first says that the legate called together the
people of Ptolemais, that he launched against them the anathemas of the
Church, and then embarked to return to Rome. This last circumstsncs
appears to us improbable, and we have, therefors, passed it over in
silence.

+ This circumstance is related in the life of the sultan Kelsoun. (See
the extracts from Arabian manuscripts in our Appendix.)

4.
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Having no regular pay, they plundered Christians and Mus-
sulmans indiscriminately ; at last, this undisciplined troop
marched out of the city in arms, and made an incursion
upon the lands of the Saracens. Everything was laid waste
on their passage; towns and villages were pillaged, the inha-
bitants insulted, and many of them massacred. The sultan
of Cairo sent ambassadors to the Christians to complain of
these outrages, committed in a time of peace. On the arrival
of the Mussulman envoys several councils were held in
Ptolemais. Opinions were at first divided; some were
willing to take the part of those who had broken the truce;
others thought it more just and prudent to give satisfaction
to the sultan, and solicit the continuation of the treaty. In
the end, it was determined to send a deputation to Cairo,
commissioned to make excuses and offer presents. Upon
being admitted to an audience of Kelnoun, the deputation
alleged that the offences had been committed by some sol-
diers who had come from the West, and in no case by the
inhabitants of Ptolemais. The deputies, in the name of
their city, offered to punish the authors of the disorders;
but their submission and prayers produced no effect upon
the sultan, who reproached them severely with making a jest
of the faith of treaties, and with giving an asylum to dis-
turbers of peace and foes to the laws of nations. He was the
more inflexible, from thinking the o];lportunity a favourable
one for carrying out his projects; he was aware that no
crusade was 1n preparation in Europe, and he knew that all
the succour from the West was reduced to this band of ad-
venturers who had just broken the truce. Kelaoun sent
back the ambassadors, threatening the city of Ptolemais
with the whole weight of his anger: his orders were already
given for preparafions for war throughout all his provinces.
Immediately after the return of the ambassadors® a grand

* For the siege of Ptolemais we have consulted Sanuti, Herman, and
a manuscript relation. This relation, written in the French of the time,
appears to have been drawn from a letter from John de Vile, marshal of
the hospital of St. John, who wrote to his brother, William de Vile, prior
of St. Gilles, in Provence. Either John de Vile was at Ptolemais, or he
wrote from the evidence of some Hospitallers who had esceped the swords
of the Mussulmens, and had retired to the isle of Cyprus. This mana-
script chronicle, which we often use, is divided into twenty-two chapters.
It is in the King's Library, No. 1290.
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council was called, at which were present the patriarch of
Jerusalem, John de Gresli, who commanded for the king of
France, Messire Oste de Granson for the king of England, the
grand masters of the Temple and the Hospital, the principal
persons of the city, and a great number of citizens and
pilgrims. 'When the deputies had rendered an account of
their mission, and repeated the threats of the sultan, the
ﬁabriarch addressed the assembly; his virtues, his gradv hairs,

is zeal for the cause of the Christians, all inspired confi-
dence and respect. This venerable prelate exhorted all who
heard him to arm themselves for the defence of the city, to
remember that they were Christians, and that it was their
duty to die for the cause of Christ; he conjured them to
forget their discords, to have no other enemies but the Mus-
sulmans, and to show themselves worthy of the holy cause
for which they were about to fight. His eloquence awakened
the generous feelings of his audience, and all swore to obey
the exhortations of the patriarch: happy would it have been
for the city of' Ptolemais if its inhabitants and its defenders
had preserved the same dispositions and the same enthusiasm
amidst the perils and mischances of war!

They asked for succour in all quarters; a few pilgrims
arrived from the West, and a fcw warriors from the isles of
the Mediterranean: the king of Cyprus landed with five
hundred men. These new auxiliaries and all who were able
to bear arms in the city, amounted to nine hundred horse-
men and ten thousand foot soldiers. They were divided into
four bodies, charged with the defence of the towers and the
ramparts. The first of these divisions was under the com-
mand of Oste de Granson and John de Gresli, the one with
the English and the Picards, the other with the French;
the second division was commanded by the king of Cyprus,
in conjunction with the grand master of the Teutonic order;
the third by the grand inaster of St. John, and the grand
master of the kmghts of Canterbury; the fourth by the
grand masters of the Temple and of St. Lazarus: a council
of eight leaders was to govern the city during the siege.

The Mussulmans were preparing for the war in all quar-
ters; everything was in motion from the banks of the Nile
to those of the Euphrates. The sultan Kelaoun, havin
fallen sick on leaving Cairo, sent before him seven princi
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emirs, each having four thousand horse and twenty thousand
foot under his command. On their arrival upon the terri-
tories of Ptolemais, gardens, country-houses, the vines which
covered the hills—everything was destroyed. The sight of
the conflagration which arose on all sides, the distracted
crowd of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who fled
from their homes, with their goods, their flocks, and their
families, warned Ptolemais of the execution of the threats
and the sinister projects of the Saracens: there were several
battles fought on the plain, but nothing remarkable or de-
cisive; the Mussulmans waited the armval of the sultan to
commence the labours of the siege.

In the meanwhile, Kelaoun was still detained in Egypt by
sickness, and feeling his end approach, the sultan sent for
his son and his principal emirs; he recommended to the
latter, .to serve lus son as they had served himself; and to
the former, to follow up the war against the Christians
without any intermission, conjuring him not to grant his
remains the honour of sepulture befere he had conquered
the city of Ptolemais. Chalil swore to accomplish the last
wishes of his father ; and when Kelaoun had closed his eyes,
the ulemas and the imauns assembled in the chapel in which
his remains were deposited, and read during the whole night
verses from the Koran, never ceasing to invoke their pro-
phet against the disciples of Christ. Chalil did not delay
setting forward on his march with his army. The Franks
hoped that the death of Kelaoun would give birth to some
disorders among the Mamelukes; but hatred for the Chris-
tians was a sufficient bond of union for the Mussulman
soldiers ; the siege even of Ptolemais, the hope of annihi-
lating a Christian city, stifled all the germs of discord, and
consolidated the power of Chalil, whom they proclaimed
beforehand the conqueror of the Franks, and the pacificator
of the Mussulman religion.

The sultan arrived before Ptolemais; his army covering a
space of several leagues, from the sea to the mountains.
More than three hundred machines of war were ready to
batter the ramparts of the city. Aboulfeda, who was
present at this siege, speaks of one of these machines which
a hundred chariots were scarcely sufficient to transport.

This formidable preparation spread consternation awmong
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the inhabitants of Ptolemais. The grand master of the tem-
p-ars, despairing of the defence or of the salvation of the
city, assembled the leaders to consult if there were any
means of renewing the truce, and thus escaping inevitable
ruin.* Repairing to the tent of the sultan, he demanded
peace of him; and seeking to produce an effect upon his
mind, he exaggerated the strength of Ptolemais ; the sultan,
dreading d?\ﬁ)tless the difficulties of the siege, and hoping
to find another opportunity of making himself master of the
city, consented to a truge upon condition that every inha-
bitant should pay him a Venetian denier. The grand
master on his return convoked an assembly of the people
in the church of the Holy Cross, and laid before them the
conditions the sultan placed upon the conclusion of a fresh
truce. His advice was, that they should comply with these
conditions, provided there were no other means of saving
Ptolemais. Scarcely had he expressed his opinion, when the
multitude rushed in in fury, uttering loud cries of ¢reachery !
and very nearly did the grand master ex?ate on the spot his
foresight and zeal for the salvation of the city. From that
time the only thought of this generous warrior was to die
arms in hand for an ungrateful and frivolous people, inca-

able of repelling war by war, and not enduring to be saved

e.

7 he presence of the sultan had redoubled the ardour of
the Mussulman troops. From the day of his arrival the
siege was prosecuted with incredible vigour. The army of
the besiegers amounted to sixty thousand horse and a hun-
dred and forty thousand foot, who constantly relieved each
other, and left the besieged not a moment of repose. The
machines hurled stones and enormous pieces of wood, the
fall of which shook the palaces and houses of the city to
their foundation. A shower of arrows, darts, fire-pots, and
leaden balls was poured night and day upon the ramparts
and towers. In the first assaults, the Christians killed a
great number of the infidels who approached the walls with
arrows and stones; they made many sorties, in one of which
they penetrated to the tents of the Saracens. Being at
length repulsed, some of them fell into the hands of the

* This fact is related in the chronicle we have before quoted.
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Mussulmans, and the Syrian horsemen, who had fastened
the heads of the vanquished to the necks of their horses,
went to display before the sultan of Cairo the barbarous
tro]ghies of a dearly-bought victory.

anger at first united all the inhabitants of Ptolemais,
and animated them with the same sentiments. In the early
combats nothing could equal their ardour; they were sus-
tained by the expectation of receiving succours from the
West, and they Eoped, also, that some advantages gained
over the Saracens would force the besiegers to retreat; but
in proportion as these hopes vanished, their zeal diminished ;
most of them were incapable of supporting lengthened
fatigue; the sight of a peril which unceasingly returned
exhausted their courage ; the defenders of the ramparts per-
ceived that their numbers were lessened daily ; the port was
covered with Christians departing from the city, and bearing
their treasures with them. The example of those who thus
fled completed the discouragement of those who remained ;
and in a city which numbered a hundred thousand inhabi-
tants, and which, at the commencement of the siege, had
furnished nearly twenty thousand warriors, only twelve
thousand could at length be mustered under arms.

To desertion, another evil was soon added, which was dis-
sension among the leaders; several of them disapproved of
the measures that were adopted for the defence of the city,
and because their opinions did not prevail in the council,
they remained inactive, forgetful of the perils and evils which
threatened both the city and themselves.

On the fourth day of May, after the siege had lasted
nearly a month, the sultan of Cairo gave the signal for an
assault. From daybreak, all the drums of the army, placed
upon three hundred camels, spread a fearful and stunning
noise. The most formidable of the machines of war were
employed in battering the ramparts towards the gate and
tower of St. Antony, on the east side of the city. This post
was guarded by the soldiers of the king of Cyprus; the
Mussulmans planted their ladders at the foot of the walls;
the defence was not less sFirited than the attack ; the con-
flict lasted during the whole day, and night alone forced the
Saracens to retreat. After this severe struggle, the king of
Cyprus became more anxious for ‘safety than glory, and
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determined to abandon a city which he had now no hopes of
saving. He retired with his troop in the evening, under
the pretence of taking some necessary repose, and, confiding
the post of peril to the Teutonic knights, promised to return
with daylight ; but when the sun arose, the king of Cyprus
had embarked with all his knights and three thousand soldiers.
‘What were the surprise and indignation of the Christian
warriors at the news of this dastardly desertion! ¢ Would
to heaven,” says the author of an account that lies before us,*
—“would to heaven that a whirlwind had arisen, had sub-
merged these base fugitives, and that they had sunk like
lead to the bottom of the sea!”

On the morrow, the Mussulmans gave a fresh assault;
covered by their long bucklers, they advanced in good order
towards tzeir machines, carrying a vast number of ladders.
The Christians defended the approach to the walls for some
time; but when the besiegers perceived that the towers, occu-
pied on the preceding day by the Cypriots, were abandoned,
their audacity increased, and they made incredible efforts to
fill up the ditch, by casting into it stones, earth, and tho
carcases of their dead horses. Contemporary historians
relate a circumstance of this part of the siege to which it is
very difficult to give credit: a troop of sectaries, who were
called Chages, followed the army of the Mamelukes; the
devotion of these sectaries consisted in suffering all sorts of
privations, and even in immolating themselves for the sake
of Islamism : the sultan ordered them to fill up the ditch;
they filled it up with their living bodies, and the Mussulman
cavalry marched over them, to gain the foot of the walls!+

The besiegers fought with fury; some planted their lad-
ders and mounted in crowds to the ramparts; whilst others
continued to batter the walls with the rams, and brought
every available instrument into play to demolish them. At
length a large breach opencd a passage into the city, and
this breach soon became the scene of a bloody and obstinate

* A manuscript account of the siege and taking of Acre by the
Saracens.

+ This extraordinary fact is related in a discourse addressed to Po
Nicholas 1V. by Brother Arsene, a Greek priest. who had been on a pil-
grimage to Jerusulem in the time of the siege of Ptolemais. This
is fonnd in Muratori; we have translated it entirely, as will be seen in

our Appendix.
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contest. Stones and arrows were abandoned, they now
fought man to man, with lance, sword, and mace. The mul-
titude of Saracens increased every instant, whilst no fresh
succours were received by the Christians. After a long
and brave resistance, the defenders of the rampart, worn out
with fatigue and overwhelmed by numbers, were obliged to
retreat into the city; the Saracens rushed forward in pur-
suit of them, and, what is scarcely to be believed, most of
the inhabitants remained idle spectators, not because their
courage was subdued by the sight of danger, but because
the spirit of rivalry and jealousy was not stifled even by the
feelings of a public and general calamity. “ When the news
of the entrance of the Saracens [we borrow the expressions
of & contemporary historian] was spread through the city,
many of the citizens, from malice towards each other, enter-
tained not near so much pity for the common calamity as
they ought to have done, and took no account of what might
happen to them, thinking in their hearts that the sultan would
do them no harm, because they had not consented to the
violation of the truce.” In their infatuation they preferred
owing their safety to the clemency of the conqueror, rather
than to the bravery of the Christian warriors;* far from
lending assistance to their neighbours, every one rcjoiced in
secret at their losses; the principal leaders of each quarter,
or of each nation, were sparing of their soldiers, not in order
to preserve their means of contending with the Saracens,
but for the sake of baving more empire in the city, and of
husbanding their strength, so as to Ee on a future day the
most powerful and formidable in the public dissensions.
True bravery, however, did not allow itself to be misled
by such base passions; the troops of the Temple and the
lzospital were found wherever danger called them. William
de Clermont, marshal of the Hospitallers, hastened with his
knights to the spot where peril was most imminent and the
carnage the greatest. He met a crowd of Christians flying
before their enemies; this brave warrior checked their flight
and reanimated their courage, rushing among the Saracens,
and cuttinf down all that came in his way ; the Mussulmans,
says an old chronicle, “fled away at his approach, like sheep

* This fact is likewise attested by the chronicle of Herman Cornarius,
which we have already quoted.
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before a wolf.” Then most of those who had turned their
backs on the enemy returned to the fight; the shock was
terrible, the slaughter frightful : towards evening the trum-
pets of the Saracens sounded a retreat, and a?l who had
escaped from the swords of the Christians retired in dis-
order through the breach they had made. This unexpected
advanfﬁe had a wonderful effect upon the spirits of the
besieged. Such as had taken no part in the contest, but
remained quietly in their dwellings, begun to fear that they
should be accused of betraying the Christian cause. The
set forward, with banners displayed, and directed their
course towards the gate of St. Antony. The sight of the
field of battle, still covered with traces of carnage, must
have awakened in them some generous feelings, and if they
had not exhibited their bravery, their brother warriors,
stretched upon the earth, who implored them to help them
and dress their wounds, at least offered them an opportunity
of exercising their humanity. The wounded were attended
to, the dead were buried, and they then set about repairing
the walls and placing the machines: the whole of the night
was employed in preparing means of defence for the day
which was to follow. .
Before sunrise the next morning, a general assembly was
convoked in the house of the Hospitallers. Sadness was
depicted on every countenance ; they had lost two thousand
Christian warriors in the battle of the preceding day; there
now were only seven thousand combatants left in the city ;
these were not enough to defend the towers and the ramparts ;
they were no longer sustained by the hope of conquering
their enemies ; the future presented nothing but one terrible
prospect of perils and calamities. When all were met, the
H‘atrmrch of Jerusalem addressed the melancholy assembly.
he venerable prelate directed no reproaches against them
who had not assisted in the fight of the preceding day; the
past must be forgotten; he did not praise them who had
signalized their bravery, for fear of awakening jealousy ;
in his discourse he did not venture to speak of country, for
Ptolemais was not the country of most of those who listened
to him. The picture of the misfortunes which threatened
the city and every one of its inhabitants, was presented in
the darkest colours ; there was no hope, no asylum for the



82 HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES.

vanquished ; nothing was to be expected from the clemency
of the Saracens, who always accomplished their threats, and
never fulfilled their promises. It was but too certain that
Europe would send them no succour; they had not vessels
enough to enable them to think of flying by sea :—thus the
patriarch took less pains to dissipate the alarms of his audi-
tors than to animate them by despair. He terminated his
speech by exhorting them to place all their confidence in

d and their swords, to prepare for fight by penitence, to
love each other, to help each other, and to endeavour to
render their lives or their death glorious for themselves and
serviceable to Christianity.

The speech of the patriarch made the deepest impression
upon the assembly ; nothing was heard but sobs and sighs;
every person present was in tears; the religious sentiments
which are generally awakened by the aspect of a great peril,
filled all their hearts with an ardour and an enthusiasm the
had never before experienced ; most of them embraced eac
other, and exchanged reciprocal exhortations to brave every
danger; they mutually confessed their sins, and even ex-
pressed a hope for the crown of martyrdom; those who had

meditated desertion the day before, swore that they would
never abandon the city, but would die on the ramparts with
their brethren and companions.

The leaders and soldiers then went to the posts entrusted
to their bravery. Such as were not employed in the defence
of the ramparts and towers, made themselves ready to con-
tend with their enemies, if they should gain access to the
city ; barriers were erected in all the streets, and heaps of
stones were collected on the roofs, and at the doors of
hous%s, to crush the Mussulmans, or impede them on their
march.

Scarcely were these preparations finished, than the air
resounde(f with the notes of trumpets and the beating of
drums; a horrible noise, proceeding from the plain, an-
nounced the approach of the Saracens. After having dis-
charged a multitude of arrows, they advanced confidently
towards the wall they had broken through the day before.
But they met with a resistance they did not expect; many
were slain at the foot of the ramparts; but as their number
momentarily increased, their constantly renewed attacks

\
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necessarily exhausted the strength of the Christians, at first
in small numbars, and receiving no reinforcements. To-
wards the end of the day, the Christians had scarcely the
power to hurl a javelin or handle a lance. The wall began
again to give way beneath the strokes of the rams; then the
patriarch, ever present at the point of danger, exclaimed in a
supplicating tone,—* Oh, God! surround us with a mmli‘nrt
that men cannot destroy, and cover us with the @gis of Thy
power!” At hearing this, the soldiers appeared to rally
and make a last effort; they precipitated themselves upon
the enemy, calling upon the blessed Jesus, with a loud voice.
The Saracens, adgs our chronicler, called upon the name of
their Mahomet, and uttered the most fearful threats against
the defenders of the Christian faith.

‘Whilst this conflict was going on upon the ramparts, the
city awaited in great dread the issue of the battle; the
agitation of men’s minds gave birth to a thousand rumours,
which were in turn adopted and rejected. It was reported
in the most remote quarters, that the Christians were vic-
torious, and the Mussulmans had fled; it was likewise
added, that a fleet with an army on board had arrived from
the West. To these news, which created a momentary joy,
‘succeeded the most disheartening intelligence; and in all
these reports there was nothing true but that which an-
nounced something inauspicious. )

1t was soon known that the Mussulmans had entered the
city. The Christian warriors who defended the gate of St.
Antony, had not been able to resist the shock of the enemy,
and fled into the streets, imploring the assistance of the
inhabitants. These latter then remembered the exhortations
of the patriarch; reinforcements hasten from all quarters;
the knights of the Hospital, with the valiant William at
- their head, reappear. A storm of stones falls from the tops
of the houses; 1ron chains are stretched across the passage
of the Mussulman cavalry ; such as have been exhausted b
fight recover their strength, and rush again into the mélée ;
they who have come to their assistance follow their steps,
break through the Mussulman battalions, disperse them and
pursue them beyond the ramparts. In every one of these
combats was exhibited all that valour can accomplish when
united with despair. On contemplating, on one side the
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inevitable ruin of a great city, and on the other the efforts
of a small number of defenders who put off, day after day,
scenes of destruction and death, we cannot help feeling both
compassion and surprise. The assaults were renewed with-
out ceasing, and always with the same fury. At the end of
every day’s conflict, the unfortunate inhabitants of Ptolemais
congratulated themselves upon having triumphed over their
enemies ; but on the morrow, when the sun appeared above
the horizon, what were their thoughts when they beheld
from the top of their ramparts the Mussulman army still

. the same, covering the plain from the sea to the foot of
Karenba and Carmel!

The Saracens, on their part, became astonished at the
resistance which all their attacks met with; so many com-
bats, in which their innumerable multitude had not been
able to obtain a decided advantage, began to give them
discouragement. In the infidel army it was impossible to
explain the invincible bravery of the Christian soldiers with-
out assigning miraculous causes for it. A thousand extra-
ordinary tales flew from mouth to mouth, and struck the
imagination of the gross crowd of the Mussulmans. They
believed they saw two men in every one of those with whom
they fought ; * in the excess of their astonishment, they per-
suaded themsclves that every warrior who fell beneath their’
stroke was reborn of himself, and returned stronger and
more terrible than ever to the field of battle. The sultan
of Cairo appeared to have lost all hope of takin%1 the city
by assault. It is asserted that the renegadoes, whose apos-
tacy made them desirous of the ruin of the Christian name,
sought every means to revive his courage; the sieur Bar-
thélemi, who had sworn an eternal hatred to the Franks,
followed the Mussulman army;t this implacable deserter

* A German chronicle of Thomas Ebendorft relates the miraculous
stories that were circulated among the Saracens. According to this
chronicle, when a Christian expired, another issued from his mouth, ex
m . There were two souls in every body; ir uno corpore duo fuerunt

inis.

1 The Arabian chronicles speak of the sieur de Télema or Barthélemi,
who never ccased to provoke the fury of the Saracens. The Western
chronicles say nothing of him; one of them merely says that a Frank,
banished from Ptolemais on account of murder, took refuge with the
sultan of Egypt, and pointed out to him the means of taking the city.
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neglected nothing to encourage the leaders, to reanimate
them for battle, and awaken in their hearts the furious
passions that constantly devoured his own. In addition to
these, the imauns and sheiks, who were numerous in the
Mameluke camps, pervaded the ranks of the army to inflame
the fanaticism of the soldiers : the sultan threatened all who
flew before the enemy with punishment, and offered im-
mense rewards for those who should plant the standard of
the Prophet, not upon the walls of Ptolemais, but in the
centre of the city.

On the 4th of May, a day fatal to the Christians, the
signal for a fresh assault was given. At dawn the Mussul-
man army was under arms, the sultan animating the soldiers
by his presence. Both the attack and the defence were
much more animated and obstinate than they had been for
some days before. Among those who fell on the field of
battle, there were seven Mussulmans for one Christian ; but
the Mussulmans could repair their losses; those of the
Christians were irreparable. The Saracens still directed all
their efforts against the tower and the gate of St. Antony.

They were already upon the breach, when the knights of
the Temple formed the rash resolution of making a sortie,
and attacking the camp of the Mussulmans. They found the
enemy’s army drawn up in order of battle; after a bloody
conflict, the Saracens repulsed the Christians, and pursued
them to the foot of the ramparts. The grand master of the
Temple was struck by an arrow and fell in the midst of his
knigEts. The grand-master of the Hospital, at the same
time received a wound which disabled him. The rout then
became general, and all hope of saving the city was lost.
There were scarcely a thousand Christian warriors left to
defend the gate ofy St. Antony against the whole Mussul-
man army.

The C{ristians were obliged to yield to the multitude of
their enemies ; they directed their course towards the house
of the Templars, situated on the seacoast. It was then that
a death-pall seemed stretched over the whole city of Ptole-
mais : the Saracens advanced full of fury; there was not a
street that did not become the theatre of carnage; a battle
was fought for every tower, for every palace, and at the
entrance of every public building; and in all these combats,
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so many men were killed, that, according to the report of
an historian, they walked upon the dead as upon a bridge.

As if angry heaven gave the signal for destruction,
a violent storm, accompanied by hail and rain, burst over
the city; the horizon was all at once covered with such
impenetrable darkness, that the combatants could scarcely
distinguish the colours they fought under, or see what
standard floated over the towers; all the scourges con-
tributed to the desolation of Ptolemais ; the flames appeared
in several quarters, without any one making an effort to
extinguish them ; the conquerors only thought of destroying
the city, the only object of the conquered was to escape.
A multitude of people fled away at hazard, without knowing
where they could hope to find an asylum. Whole families
took refuge in the churches, where they were stifled by the
flames, or cut to pieces at the foot of the altars; nunsand
timid virgins mixed with the multitude which wandered
through the city, or disfigured with wouunds their faces and
their bosoms,* to escape the brutality of the conquerors:
what was most deplorable in the spectacle then presented

* Wadin, the author of a chronicle entitled Annales Minorum, tom. ii.
p- 585, quotes a cir tance which St. Antonine relates in the third
part of his Somme Historiqgue. After having said that the greater part
of the French Cordeliers were killed by the Saracens he adds these
words : ‘‘ But not one of the virgins of St. Claire ped.”’ The abb
of this order, who possessed a masculine spirit, having learnt that the
enemy had entered the city, called all her sisters together by the sound of
the bell, and by the force of her words persuaded them to hold the
promise they had made to Jesus Christ, their spouse, to preserve their
chastity : ** My dear daughters, my excellent sisters,’’ said she, ‘‘ we
must, in this certain danger of life and modesty, show ourselves above
our sex. The enemies are near to us; not so much to our bodies as to
our souls ; these barbarians, who, after having satisfied their brutal lusts
upon all they meet, slay them with their swords. In this crisis we cannot
hope to escape their fury by flight, but we can by a resolution, painful it
is true, but sure. Most men are seduced by the beauty of women; let
us deprive ourselves of this attraction, let us seek a preservative for our
modesty in that which serves as a cause for its violation. Let us destroy
our beauty to preserve our virginity pure. I will set you the example;
let those who desire to meet their heavenly spouse imitate their mistress.’’
At these words she cut her nose off with a razor ; the others did the same,
and boldly disfigured themselves, to present themselves more beautiful
before Jesus Christ. By thesc means they preserved their purity, for the
Saracens, on beholding their bleeding faces, conceived a disgust for them,
and killed them all, without sparing one.
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in Ptolemais, was the desertion of the leaders, who aban-
doned a people in the height of its despair. John de Gresly
and Oste de Granson, who had scarcely shown themselves
upon the ramparts during the siege, tled away at the very
commencement of the battle. Many others, who had taken
the oath to die, at the aspect of this general destruction,
only thought of saving their lives, and threw away their
arms to facilitate their flight. History however is able to
contrast some acts of true heroism with these base deser-
tions. Our readers cannot have forgotten the brilliant
actions of William de Clement. Amidst the ruins of Ptole-
mais, amidst the universal destruction, he still defied the
enemy ; attempting to rally some Christian warriors, he rode
to the gate of St. Antony, which the Templars had just
abandoned ; though alone, he wished to renew the fight;
he pierced through the ranks of the Saracens several times,
and returned, still fighting; when he came back to the
middle of the city, his war-horse (we copy a relation of the
time) was much fatigued, as was he himself also; the war-
horse no longer answered to the spur, and stopped in the
street, as unable to do any more. The Saracens shot Brother
‘William to the earth with arrows; and thus this loyal cham-
pion of Jesus Christ rendered up his soul to his Creator.*

‘We cannot refuse our highest praise to the patriarch of
Jerusalem, who, during the whole siege, shared all the
dangers of the combatants; when he was dragged away
towards the port by his friends, to evade the pursuit of the
Mussulmans, the generous old man complained bitterly at
being separated from his flock in the hour of peril. He
was induced at last to embark, but as he insisted upon
receiving on board his vessel all that presented themselves,
the boat was sunk, and the faithful pastor died the victim
of his charity.

The sea was tempestuous, the vessels could not approach
close to land ; thé shore presented a heart-rending spectacle :
here a mother called upon her son, there a son implored the

* Quand il fut revenn au milien dela cité, son dextrier fut molt las, et
lui-méme aussi; le dextrier resista en contre les espérons, et s’arresta dans
la rue comme qui n’en peut plus. Les Sarrasins, & coups de fidches,
rudrent i terre frére Guillaume ; ainsi ce loyal champion de Jesus-Christ
rendit 1'me & son Créateuy.
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assistance of his father; many precipitated themselves into
the waves, in despair; the mass of people endeavoured to
gain the vessels by swimming; some were drowned in the
attempt, others were beaten off with oars. Several women
of the noblest families flew in terror to the port, bringing
with them their diamonds and their most vnﬁx(:\ble effects ;
they promised the mariners to become their wives, to give
themselves and all their wealth up to them, if they would
bear them away from this horrid scene ; most of them were
conveyed to the Isle of Cyprus: no pity was shown but to
such as had treasures to bestow in return; thus, when tears
had no effect upon hearts, avarice assumed the place of
humanity, and saved some few victims. At length the
Moussulman horsemen came down upon the port, and furi-
ously pursued the Christians even into the waves : from that
moment no one was able to escape the carnage.

Still, amidst the cib{ given over to pillage, and a prey
to the flames and the barbarity of the conquerors, several
fortresses remained standing, and were defended by some
Christian soldiers ; these unfortunate warriors died sword in
hand, without any other witnesses of their glorious end but
their implacable enemies. '

The castle of the Templars, in which all the knights who
had escaped the steel of the Saracens had taken refuge, was
soon the only place in the city that held out. The sultan
having granted them a capitulation, sent three hundred
Mussulmans to execute the treaty. Scarcely had these en-
tered one of the principal towers, the tower of the grand-
master, than they began to outrage the women who had
taken refuge there. This violation of the rights of war
irritated the Christian warriors to such a degree, that all
the Saracens who had entered the tower were instantly
immolated to their too just vengeance. The angry sultan
ordered the siege to be prosecute inst the Christians in
their last asylum, and that all should be put to the sword.
The knights of the Temple and their companions defended
themselves for several days : at length the tower of the grand
master was undermined, and fell at the very moment the
Mussulmans were mounting to an assault: they who at-
tacked it and they who defended it were equally crushed by
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its fall; women, children, Christian warriors, all who had
come to seek refuge in the house of the Templars, perished,
buried beneath the ruins. Every church of Ptolemais was
plundered, profaned, and then given up to the flames. The
sultan ordered all the principal edifices, with the towers and
ramparts, to be demolished.

e Mussulman soldiers expressed their joy by ferocious
clamours; which joy formed a horrible contrast with the
desolation of the conquered. Amidst the tumultuous scenes
of victory were mingled the screams of women, upon whom
the barbarians were committing violence in their camp, and
the cries of little children, borne away into slavery. A dis-
tracted multitude of fugitives, driven from ruin to ruin, and
finding no place of refuge, directed their course to the tent
of the sultan, to implore his mercy ; Chalil distributed these
Christian supplicants among his emirs, who caused them all
to be massacred. Macrisi makes the number of these un-
happt{evictima amount to ten thousand.

After the ta.kini and the destruction of Ptolemais, the
sultan sent one of his emirs with a body of troops to take
possession of the city of Tyre; this city, seized with terror,
opened its gates without resistance. The conquerors like-
wise possessed themselves of Berytus, Sidon, and all the
Christian cities along the coast. These cities, which had
not afforded the least succour to Ptolemais, in the last %reat
struggle, and which believed themselves protected by a
truce, beheld their population massacred, dispersed, and led
into slavery ; the fury of the Mussulmans extended even to
the stones, they seemed to wish to destroy the very earth
which the Chmstians had trod upon; their houses, their
temples, the monuments of their piety, their valour and
their industry, everything was condemned to perish with
them by the sword or by fire.

Most of the contemporary chronicles attribute such great
disasters to the sins of the inhabitants of Palestine, and in
the scenes of destruction only behold the effect of that
divine anger which fell upon Nineveh and Babylon. His-
tory must not reject these easy explanations; but it is,
doubtless, permitted to penetrate deeper into human affairs,
and whilst recognising the intervention of Heaven in the

Vor. III.—5
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political destinies of nations, it is bound at least to endeavour
to discover the means which Providence has employed to raise,
to maintain for a time, and at length, to destroy empires.

‘We have shown, in the course of our recital, to what point
the ambition of the leaders, the want of discipline among
the soldiers, the turbulent passions of the multitude, the
corruption of morals, the spirit of discord and dissension,
with egotisin and selfishness, had urged on the kingdom of
Jerusalem towards its decline and its destruction. We shall
here offer but one general observation which belongs to our
subject, and which ought not to be omitted in a history of
the crusades.

This power of the Franks had been cast upon Asia, as by
a tempest, and could not support itself there by its own
strength. The true support of the kingdom of Jerusalem
remained in the West, and the principle of its preservation,
the source of its power was foreign to itself; its safety
depended upon a crowd of circumstances which its leaders
could not possibly foresee, upon a crowd of events which
passed far from it; it depended above all upon feelings and
opinions which prevailed among distant nations. Whilst
the enthusiasm which had founded the Christian colonies
was kept up in Europe, these colonies might hope to prolong
their existence; the greatest of their calamities® was the
indifference of the nations which dwelt beyond the seas; the
kingdom of Jerusalem began with the crusades, it was
destined to terminate with them.

A Mussulman chronicler, after baving described the
desolation of the coasts of Syria, and the expulsion of the
citizens, terminates his account by this singular reflection:
“ Things, if it please God, will remain thus till the last
judgment.” The wishes of the Arabian historian, have
'Litherto been but too completely fulfilled ; the Mussulinans,

® Among the marvellous accounts to which the destruction of the
Christian colonies in Syria gave birth, history has preserved the follow-
ing: — *‘ In the year 1291, the house of the holy Virgin at Nazareth,
in which she conceived the Son of God, was transported by angels to the
top of a little mountain in Dalmatia, on the share of the Adriatic Sea:
three years afterwards it was transported to another shore of the same
sea, in a wood which belonged to a widow named Loretto. There have
been since built upon this spot a small city and a magnificent church,
which still preserve the name of this widow.”’
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for more than five centuries, have reigned over the countries
occupied by the Christians, and with them has reigned the

nius of destruction which presided over the wars we have
ﬁ:scribed. The philosopher who contemplates these de-
solated regions, these fields uncultivated and deserted, these
towns in ruins, these cities without industry, without laws,
and almost without inhabitants, and who compares them
with what they were in the times of the es, cannot
avoid being deeply impressed by regret and compassion.
‘Without dwelling upon the motives which governed the
actions of the Crusaders, without approving all that a fre-
quently blind enthusiasm inspired, he must at least acknow-
ledge that these distant expeditions did some good, and that
if they sometimes carried desolation to the coasts of Syri
they also carried thither the germs of prosperity and cvili-
zation.



BOOK XVI

ATTEMPTED CRUSADES.
CRUSADES AGAINST THE TURKS.
A.D. 1291—1396.

‘Wz are now arrived at the end of the brilliant epoch of
the crusades, but our task is not yet completed ; for, as the
curiosity of readers attaches a high value to the knowledge
of the causes of events, in the same degree must it be de-

“sirous of knowing the influence that these events have had
upon the laws, manners, and destinies of nations. After
having witnessed the kindling of so many passions, which
inflamed Europe and Asia during two centuries, who but
must be curious to see in what manner these passions were

rogressively extinguished ; what were the political com-
ginations that weakened this universal enthusiasm ; and
what were the interests, the opinions, and the institutions
whic* *~ok place of the spirit of the holy wars. Here the
philosophy of history comes at our wish to enlighten us
with its lamp, and make clear to us the eternal course of
human things. The end of a great revolution may be com-
pared, in some sort, to the decline of the life of man, it is
then that the fruits of long experience may be gathered, it
is then that the past, with its remembrances and its lessons,
is reflected as in a faithful mirror.

‘We will pursue, then, with confidence the work we have
begun; if, in the career we have still to go through, we may
have little to say that will awaken the curiosity of common
minds, enlightened spirits will, doubtless, find some interest,
in following with us all these long reverberations of a revo-
lution which deeply agitated the world, and whose conse-
quences will be felt by remotest posterity.
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‘When the news of the taking of Ptolemais arrived in the
‘West, Pope Nicholas IV. gavb his whole attention to the
reaching of a crusade. A bull addressed to all the faithful,
Seplored in pathetic terms the late disasters of the Christians;
and the greater that these misfortunes were, the more fully
did the pope offer the treasures of divine mercy and pon-
tifieal indulgences to new Crusaders. An indulgence of a
hundred days was granted to those who would attend the
sermons of the preachers of the crusade, or would come to
the churches to listen to the groans of the city of God.
The holy orators had permission to preach the war of the
East in forbidden places ; and, that great sinners might be
induced to become soldiers of the cross, the preachers re-
ceived the faculty of granting certain abeolutions that had
till that time been reserved for the supreme authority of the
Holy See.

In many provinces, the clergy assembled in consequence
of the directions of the pog:;; to deliberate upon the means
of recovering Palestine. e irelates employed themselves
in this pious mission with much zeal, and 1n order to secure
the success of the enterprise, all united in eonjuring the
sovereign pontiff to labour without intermission in bring-
ing about the reéstablishment of peace among Christian

rinces.
P Several monarchs had already taken the cross; and Ni-
cholas sent leiutes to press them to accom?]ish the vow the

red to have forgotten. Edward, king of England,

:I:: ough he had levied the tenths upon the clergy for the
expenses of the crusade, showed very little inclination to
quit his states for the purpose of returning into Asia. The
emperor Rodolph, who, in the conference of Lausanne, had

romised the pope to make the voyage beyond the seas,

ied at this period, much more deeply engaged in the affairs
of Germany, than in those of the Christians of the East.
Nicholas I%. gave Philip to understand that the whole West
had its eyes fixed upon him, and that his example might
influence all Christendom ; the sovereign pontiff at the same
time exhorted the prelates of the Church of France to join
with him in persuading the king, the nobles, and the people,
to take arms against the infidels.

The father of the Christian world did not confine his
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endeavours to awakening the zeal of the princes and nations
of the West ; he sent apostolic messages to the Greek em-
peror, Andronicus Palologus, the emperor of Trebizond,
and the kings of Armenia, Georgia, and Cyprus, in which
he announced to them the approaching deliverance of the
holy places. As the Christians in their distress had some-
times turned their looks towards the Tartars, two mis-
sionaries were sent to the coast of Argun, with directions
to offer the Mogul emperor the benedictions of the sove-
reign pontiff, and to solicit his powerful aid against the
Mussulmans.

The exertions and exhortations of the pope did not suc-
ceed in arming Europe against the Saracens; contempo
chronicles say that Nicholas was not able to endure this
indifference of the Christians, and that he died in despair.
After his death, the conclave could not agree in the nomi-
nation of a head of the Church, and the Holy See remained
vacant during twenty-seven months. In this long interval,
the pulpits which had resounded with the complaints of the
faithful of the East, remained mute, and Europe forgot the
last calamities of the Holy Land.

In the East, the affairs of the Christians took a not more
favourable turn. The discord that had arisen between the
princes of the family of Hayton desolated Armenia, and gave
1t up to the invasion of the barbarians. The kingdom of
Cyprus, the last asylum of the Franks established i Asia,
onl{ owed a transitory security to the sanguinary divisions
of the Mamelukes of Egypt, and appeared to be fully engaged
by its own dangers.

But whilst Christendom gave up all thoughts of the de-
liverance of Jerusalem, the Tartars of Persia, to whom the
pope had sent missionaries, all at once revived the hopes of
the Christians, by forming a project for wresting Syria and
Palestine from the hands of the Mussulmans; an enterprize
which only wanted to be a crusade, to have been proclaimed
by the head of the Church.

The Tartars, for a long time, threatened the Mussulman
powers, whom the Christians regarded as their most cruel
enemies. A , when he died, was busied in preparations
for a formidable war. These preparations had spread such
serious alarm among his-enemies, that the discipfes of Ma-
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homet considered his death as one of the number of miracles
operated in favour of Islamism.

Among the successors of Argun, who were by turns the
enemies and the friends of the Mussulmans, there was one
able leader, who was warlike, and more animated by the
thirst for conquests than the others. The Greek historian
Pachymerus, and the Armenian Hayton, lavish the highest
praises upon the bravery, the virtue, and even the piety of
Cazan. This Mogul prince considered the Christians as
his most faithful allies; and in his armies, in which the
Georgians served, the standard of the cross floated by the
side of the imperial standard. The conquest of the banks
of the Nile an& the Jordan engaged all his thoughts. When
new cities were built in his states, he took a delight in
bestowing upon them the names of Aleppo, Damascus,
Alexandria, and of several other places in Egypt and Syria.

Cazan quitted Persia at the head of an army; and the
king of Cyprus with the orders of St. John and t{e Temple,
being made aware of his projects, joined his standards. A
great battle was fought near Emessa, which was decided
against the sultan of Egypt, who lost the greater part of his
army, and was pursued by the Armenian cnvarry to the
verge of the desert. Aleppo and Damascus opened their

tes to the conquerors ; and if we may believe the historian
?I‘ayton, Christians once more entered Jerusalem, and the
emporor of the Tartars visited in their company the tomb of
Christ.

1t was from that place Cazan sent ambassadors to the
poge and the sovereigns of Europe, to solicit their alliance,
and to offer them possession of the Holy Land. Among
the singularities of this period, our readers will no doubt be
astonished to find a Mogul emperor endeavouring to revive
the spirit of the crusades among the princes of Christendom ;
and to see barbarians from the banks of the 