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INTRODUCTION.

HISTORIANS of all ages have transmitted to posterity the
dying words of expiring heroes; and related, with precision and
with just praises, those memorable actions which so deservedly
entitled them to that glorious epithet. It appears, therefore,
extraordinary, that an Order ever distinguished for piety, military
exploits, and wise form of government—an Order which had
hitherto triumphed even in the midst of misfortunes—should cease

to exist, and no kind pen, no friendly hand, be found to rescue it
from oblivion.

Several different authors have described the laws and statutes
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem with great exactness, and
have spoken of the virtues and valiant deeds of its members with
equal strength and eloquence. Vertot, in particular, has thrown a
light on the history of Malta which time itself can never efface:
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i " INTRODUCTION.

and it is greatly to be regretted, that the man who has so forcibly
described the religious and military actions of the pious personages
and celebrated warriors who have raised the glory of the Order to
so high a pitch, from the first moment of its institution to the
beginning of the eighteenth century,. should no longer exist, to
record the fatal events which have so cruelly annihilated it. He
alone could do justice to Malta, render the last honours to her
memory, and throw over her the funereal pall ; which, it is much

to be dreaded, will never be removed.

How truly should T value and admire the pen which could trace
to posterity, and to the whole Christian world, the sentiments of
affection and esteem felt for the _h_xights_ of Malta by the surround-
ing naﬁ@ !v—;sentiments s0 justly due to their hospitality and
- military prowess, and of which the inhabitants of Calabria and Sicily
must most particularly partake*. To.them, indeed, I may with
justice appeal, since by them the hospitable virtues of the knights of
St. John' can never be forgotten. Neither the severity of the
weather, nor the passage through the Faro of Messina, which at
the season of the year when the earthquake happened is extremely
dangerous, could abate the zeal of the Order: and, notwithstanding

% See the account of the earthquake in Calabria and Sicily, and the relief
afforded the inbabitants by the knights of Malta, Vol. 1il. p.12. ..
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the galleys were laid up for the winter, preparations were so quickly
made, that, thirty-six hours after the arrival of the dreadful intelli-
gence, they set sail for Sicily, carrying with them medicine-chests,
tents, beds, surgeons—in short, every thing necessary for fitting up
an hospital. ' |

The standard of St. John floatiig in the air, was the first
signal of relief perceived by these miserable sufferers; and the
knights of Malta eagerly flew to. alleviate their distress. They dis-
tributed. among them every-thing requisite to supply the exigence
of the moment ; and thousands of people on the Quay of Messina
daily. received provisioris fram their hands. . How affecting -was the
‘scene, . to ‘behold these samé knights, accompamed by the surgeons,
searching among “the ruins, and’ rescuing from destruction’ the un-
happy beings who were buried beneath them, and whose wounds
preventdd . their 'making any efforts. for ‘themselves! They -next
proceeded to.the iniserable dwellings scattered over the fields; in
which some of these wretched sufferers had sought an asylum,
whilst others, still more wretched, were stretched on the ground,
where I'myself bebeld them; bathed in their blood. 'To these like-
wise the kniglts hidministered rehef, and even applied the first dress-
ing to their wounds; thus affording that assistance which the unfor-
tunate . victims had vainly implored from. their fellow-citizens.

b2



iv INTRODUCTION.

During the whole of their stay on this desolated shore, they
continued their pious occupations, and found means to shelter,
from the inclemency of the weather, numbers of beings who had
been reduced to rest their weary limbs on the cold bosom of their

mother earth.

If such, then, were the hospitz;ble virtues of the knights of
St. John, their military exploits were surely equally conspicuous !
How easily could I point out the memorable and recent periods
when the Maltese galleys and men-of-war so gloriously com-
bated, in the post of honour on the African Sea, in the midst of
the Christian fleets, when they threatened with destruction the
coast of Barbary, and spread universal terror to the very walls of -
Algiers! But I will leave to others this wide field of glory, and
confine myself, in the following pages, to a slight sketch of the
history of the knights of St. John, from their first establishment in
the island of Malta till the fatal moment when they were so cruelly
forced to abandon it.

How frequently shall I regret, in this rapid account of the
memorable exploits of the heroes who have done honour to Malta,
the impossibility of placing before the reader the names of all
those whose actions-have obtained the prize of immortality, and
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who must ever live in the memory of their successors! The
barbarians who have defiled, mutilated, and laid waste the monu-
ments erected in remembrance of their virtues by the hand of Piety
‘and Gratitude, have, if possible, added to their shame, and rendered
the memory of these heroes still more dear, by proving to mankind
how necessary are the services of such warriors to free the world
from those detestable monsters. The noble sarcophagi, the rich
tombs which decorated the church of St. John, where the magni-
ficent efforts of art seemed -exhausted, ought to have entitled
the knights to the respect and veneration of even these de-
‘stroyers. All, all have been overthrown—mercilessly broken—and
their contents dispersed! Who knows, but, in some future day, the
precious remains of La Valette and L'Isle Adam may be found in
the same place into which those of Turenne have been thrown!
and who knows, but they may likewise receive the same honours
which are now so eagerly paid to the memory of that gre'at

general | *

How cruelly painful must be the reflexions of a conqueror,
the lover of true glory and the fine arts, who, intoxicated with

* 1 have just learned, that every thing which was not of gold, silver, or precious
stones, has been respected : I therefore think it proper to do immediate justice, in
that particular, to the scrupulous executors of the orders of the directory.
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success, has suffered the laurels of victory to be planted in the midst
of heaps of rubbish, the sad remains of fallen edifices! Alas! the
faded state of those laurels must quickly convince him of his error,
and serve as a severe lesson on future occasions. The ruins .of
Persepo]i;'are to this day an indehible stain on the memory of him
who vainly hoped to make amends for the. destruction of that city
by laying ‘thé foundation' of Alexandria, where the invaders of :the
present day have fruitlesély sought the monuments of ancient times,
and carried their ambition so far as to attempt re-building its
walls.. 'Arts once lost cannot be restored; since those which
flourished in one century can never equally suit. the taste -of

another. -

I can never sufficiently regret, that I should be compelled, in
the course of this history, to place, in the same-page with the most
illustrious personages :-who. have honoured the Order, names
(though happily but few in number) which ought for ever to be
proscribed The history of their crimes will serve as a striking
instance of the frailty of human nature, which yields to temptatlon

even in_ presence of the most sublime virtue.

And you, illustrious, religious dames I who, after the example
of the original hospitallers of St. John, have devoted yourselves to
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the relief of the poor and sick of your own sex, think not I will
pass over in silence your distinguished virtues! ' It may, perhaps,
be asked, why you, who areassociated with the hospitallers, who
have regarded them as your superiors, and have dlways accompanied
them, have never, .equally with themselves, had historians to - pub-
lish those heroic anci charitable deeds which, in whatsoever coun-
tries you have been dispersed, have so deservedly obtained the
- admiration of the rich and the blessings of the poor? The reason,
alas! is ~clear';'. since the péaceful ‘and secret virtues of religion
and charity offer nothing interesting to a corrupted world, which
demands brilliant acts of vilour to arrest its attention—acts but
too frequently stained with blpod; which your tender hands have
stanched in silence,: Your glory, like that 6f the God whose
example- you follow, is not of this world. If, indeed, it subsists
any where in #ll its purity, it must be in the breasts of those who
practise the same virtues ; of those who owe their existence to your
charitable care, and who, like you, look up to the joys of another
life, to console them for the transitory troubles of this.

Let thé curious reader now proceed -to examine the origin of
hospitals, and he will evidently perceive,. that the admirable institu-
tions, founded by the true spint of charity: for the relief of suffering
‘humanity, where the poor found, an asylum, and the sick were
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snatched from the jaws of death, were not the work of Pagan
hands. The legislators and philosophers of the heathen world
preached no such doctrine; for the gods worshipped by idolaters.
breathed nothing but battle and vengeance, and delivered them-
selves up to all the disorderly passions of men. For one simple
altar raised to Benevolence, more than a hundred magnificent

temples were erected in honour of Venus.

Rome, whilst plunged in the dark abyss of idolatry—nay, .
even Greece herself, so renowned for wise laws and sublime institu-
tions—could niever boast of either law or institution dedicated to the
relief of miserable humanity. And- ye, pious Numa! wise Solon !
virtuous Lycurgus! why, O why did ye forget, in the midst of so
many religious establishments, that which, doubtless, must ever be
the most pleasing to the Divinity—an asylum for the sick and
dyhlg! '

How glorious would it be fof the academies, lyceums, and
porticoes, of Pagan philosophy, which have given to the world so
many illustrious personages worthy of admiration, could I present
to my reader only one of the disciples of that philesophy, who,
on quitting its schools, had given freedom to his slaves, or com-
manded them to stretch out a pitying hand to relieve the distress

4
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of an unfortunate being sinking before them under the accumulated

weight of indigence and infirmities !.

~ The: most enlightened part- of mankind, in those distant ages,
was - almost equally divided into. two sects of philosophers. But
what efforts of humanity could be expected, either.from the Stoics,
who, taught to despise pain and misery in their own- persons,
were naturally insensible to the sufferings of others, or from the
followers of Epicurus, whose happiness consisted in the. successive
enjoyment: of ‘sensual pleasures, which the 'si)ecbacle of an unfortu-

nate fellow-creature would. have only served to interrupt ?

Heither do the boasted religion and government of China or-
India, offer any asylum to either master or slave, reduced to poverty
or éuﬁ’ering from- sickness. 'Those, indeed, who believed in the
metexﬂpsychosis, erected hospitals for animals, into which evea the

most impure were received : man alone was forgotten.

It was, then, reserved for Christianity to shed its benign
influence around, and. bestow this new blessing on a suﬁ'ermg ‘world.
To. the honour. of the female sex let it be said, that a woman was,
the first founder of such a pious institution in the capital of the
world. ' '

VOL. II. C
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“The affecting spectacle of a God expiring on a cross for the
salvation of all mankind, who, in his dying moments, even forgave
his executioners—his disciples constantly preaching the duty of
loving our neighbour as ourselves—the doctrine of the Gdspei, which
proves that all men are equal in the eyes of their Creator—must
naturally revive in the human breast that sensibility so long stifled
by the erroneous tenets of idolatrous lawgivers and philosophers.

Fabiola*, a Roman lady, moved by the tears and groans of
the wounded and dying mercilessly left extended in the public
squares of the city, felt, from the principles of her religion, that it
was the duty of the rich in this world to alleviate the distress of the
suffering poor, and afford them shelter in their misfortunes; she
therefore instantly devoted her immense fortune to the construction
of a spacious edifice, in a healthy situation, for the reception of the
sick and infirm, where they were supplied with proper food, and

. every possible assistance.

The Christian emperors in the Fast Likewise vied with each
other in establishing houses on the same plan. Constantinople
alone soon contained thirty-five charitable institutions, in which the

* See Encyclopédie Méthodigue, Art. Hipital.
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poor and sick of all descriptions were received, and their necessities
relieved. |

The hospital of St.John existed in Jerusalem from the reign
of Justinian. It was principally intended for the reception of
strangers, and the great crowds of pilgrims who constantly thronged
from all parts to visit the Holy Sepulchre: it afterwards became a
nursery for the knights of Malta; and the time they passed in that
place may well be regarded as the golden age of their history.

I do not intend, in this work, to write the history of those
primitive times, nor of the knights of St. John, afterwards knights
of Rhodes; I shall only present to my reader a chronological
historical table*, with observations, of the principal events which
took place in the reigns of the successive grand-masters, from the time
of Gerard till the epoch when L’Isle Adam was obliged to abandon
Rhodes. I have corrected the dates of several facts, which were
erroneous in most of the ancient authors who have treated of the
Order, and taken notice of other mistakes, which, from never having
been rectified, had glided into the works of more modern historians.

* Intended to make part of a complete history of Malta, about which I have
for some time past been employed.

c2
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A CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORICAL TABLE

(WITH OBSERVATIONS)

Of the GraND-MasTERs and of the HosprTaLLER ORDER of ST.JoHN
oF JERUSALEM, from the Reign of. Gerard to that of L'Isle Adam ;
together with the Dates of the principal Events which took place
during their respective Masterships, many of which are erroneously
stated in the different Histories of Malta hitherto published, though
in other Respects those Histories may be extremely accurate.

NAMES
of the
Grand-Masters.

Place of
their Birth.

i

PRINCIPAL EVENTS.

Dates.

Observations.

-

1.
Peter Gerard.

1099 Provence,
in France.

Modern authors have, by an ex-
traordinary mistake, called this
grand-master Twm or' Tunc: this
arose from their- having met with
the expression Gerardus Tum or Ge-
rardus Tunc ; thus changing an ad-
verb into a sirname  ...ccceoeiiinnee.

Born at Amalfi, according to......

Born at Avénes, in Hainault, ac-
cording to ........ crensnans cerrersananes

Born at St. Genior ‘in the Island
of Martique, in Provence. His body
was sent to the church of the com-
mandery or bailiwick of Manosque in
that province. This last opinion is
the most prevalent, and appears very
nearly proved to demonstration by
the Author of the History of Pro-
vence

Capture of Jerusalem...............

Bqu of pope Paschal II., dated
February 15, confirming the insti-
tution of the Hospital of St. John of
Jerusalem, together with all the do-
nations bestowed on it. Likewise
enfranchising all lands belonging to
the said Hospital from tithes, toge-
ther with all those which might in
future fall into it; and enacting,

s0scsscsserccsvcvonnnenene sesses seee

that the successor of Gerard should

XYY

scccns

LYYRTYY

XY YY)

1099|Cardinal de Vitry
1113

Codice del Sac.
Ord. Mil. Geros.
(Error.)
Vertot, ditto.
Brosio, ditto.

Art de vérifier
les Dates.
Sebastian Paoli.

P. AntonioPaolo.

ceeese| Art de vérifier

les Dates.

Bouche, Hist. de
Provence, vol.I.
page 31.

Ditto.
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CHRONOLOGY OF MALTA.

NAMES
of the
Grand-Masters.

elected.

Place of
their Birth.

PRINCIPAL EVENTS.

e

Observations.

1. .
Peter Gerard.

Q.
Raymond du
Puis, or del
Push, or de
Padio.

1099

from|

1120
to

1121

Provence,
in France.

Dauphiné,
in France.

be freely elected by common consent
of the Brothers.

Pope Calixtus II. issued another
bull on the 19th of Jume: which
gives reason to believe he was still
alive at that time, though he was
generally supposed to have died in
1118. In the ancient bulls and
charters he is entitled Provost and

Guardian of the- Hespitel -of St.|°

John of Jerusalem,

Some authors insist that he was
an Ttalian, born at Florence. A
modern writer declares the place of
his birth to be Lucca. otwith-
standing all that has been said to the
contrary, he certainly was the im-]
mediate successor of Gerard, and
not Fra. Broyant Roger. -

The Order became military, and]
took the oaths to the patriarch of|
Jerusalem. :

An act passed the 9th of Decem-
ber betwcen the brathars of the
Hospital and the chapter of the
church of Tripoli, in which Ray-
mond was entitled Master and Father
of the Hospital of $t. Johgp of Jeru-
salem. Raymond was the first who
took the title of Master of the Sacred
Hospital of St, Jokn of Jerusalem.
He bestowed a particular habit on
the members of the Order, and made
the first regulations, not in a gene-
ral chapter, but in a particular as-
sembly held in the convent. In
these first statutes, two classes of
brothers are alone mentioned, viz.
the Clerks and the Laicks. The
distinction between knights of arms
and servants of arms did not take
place till the pontificate of Anasta-
sius IV, in 1153.

Pope Innacent II. ordsined, that
the banner of St. John should bear

1120

XYY

LYY YY)
4

121

1125

1180

Art de vérifier
les Dates. k

Cronografo Mal-
leacease.

Cod. del Sac.

At the latest.
Art de vérifier
les Dates.

Vertot. (Error.)

Art de vérifier
les Dates.

Ayt de vérifier
les Dates.

a white cross on a red field .....ovee
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NAMES

anuuum.

l‘luce of
their Birth,

[ pvs—

SRINGIPAL iv:-:mea LJ Obeervitions.

Raymond du
Puis.

Dduphing,

in France.

L
of Tarks, w

The tatie pope, by o bull, took
the Order under the immediate pfo»
‘[ tection of the apostaticat see.......

The Otrder divided inte seven lan-

, vis. Provence, Auvergne,
che, » Arragon, Germany,
and Eng . The priories, baili-

wicks, and commanderies were at
that time in common.

Alphenso, kmg of Atragon; leaves
by his dotninions to be divided
bdt'e(n the Hospitallers, the Knights
Templirs, end the Knights of the
"élysepﬂlchfe s00d00000000000000000 000

Brompton, and Roger Hoveden,
,contem historians, call
{Ra tl iy Master: but the
e gwen ltherto by the popes
l‘v’ma that of Master yHer
Bennier way miswken in saying
frat R:Imond took upon kimself the
W’Mm eededocsvsccace

Raymond and his- knights distin-
guisked themselves on different occa-

‘Dﬂt
Agdivist DoMekavén; or Dol-

24. They forved the enemy to
mmw Of J'ﬁ e060bee0svcncee
34. They contributed to the cap-

tmeof'l‘
1{:; pat a stop to the pro-

gea df Botwequin, who came from
rtherinest parts of the Persian
-G;;fﬁ and' m‘ged the whole of Cce-
Bth, ‘They toek. prisorers o body
o'wete'marching to the
yelief 0f Dasmastros.
- Gt l‘hey took ﬁrt Beubec since
eilléd
{7 They- ﬁ)rte& ﬁe mltan Ki-
Anlnto uit Pheenieia.

“They ¢

COTIIeNenelitennditunarecnsene

%«m atled TEGutt, wink of Ma.|
n Midessrenciorseesssossesseteitanceacanne

ih the capture \

.{1184

1131

LTYX YY)

1128
1124

1153

Bdudoin places
this event in
1137.

(Adnerror.)

Recherches sur
1"Ordre.



xvi CHRONOLOGY OF MALTA.,
o rm:f;’he ; $ eheir Birth. PRINCIPAL EVENTS. Observations.
3.
Auger de Bal-1160{Dauphiné,| - Baldwin III. in-a diploma calls
ben. in France, | him Ot er,
’ Accordi ntgh to- Na'bemt,~ nothing
remains of the reign of this prince,
but his name. Sebastian Paoli sa.
he supported pope Alexander II.
against - the' anti-pope Victor. The
tlme ofhl’ d“th . ] not knm ecesee]ocenee CM. del S‘C-.
4.
Arnaud de |1160{Dauphiné, u xtmousgrlnd&ma.ster (see
Comps. or |in France.|Z vérifier les Dates), notwith-
1162 standmg the testimony of all modern

5.
Gerbert d’As]
saly, or Gil-]
bert de Sally.

1162

Tyre.

1

\

historians who have written on Mal-
ta, exceptmg father Pacciandi ......

e of his birth was only
known tProm the declaration he made
in an act for the purchase of an
estate, which is thus dated: -
mtcBawmw Rege et Regind Mik-

Madre: to which are
added tszollowing wordn ‘Gilebertus

de Tyre.
. De-Vaisette, who; has vmeten the
History of Languedoc,: confounds
this grand-master with Gauceline or
Go.ucehn d’Assilan, and places him
before Gerbert d’Assaly,

L’ Art de: vér;ﬁcr les Datu proves
the identit these two names;
which, in fact, make only one.

He accompanied the king of Jeru-

: Blemto Egy t eospecofdqeccnscccccncoe

-He assisted in taking Belbeis, or

: Pehmum, _according . to, gome au-

thors ; ‘and - Legntopolis, according
to others. This town was sold to
the- Hmpxnllem,,w(bo evucuted it
the same,year. . - -
This grand-master - :enghed his
‘uchoe:;ty"i:;anu»‘ovoné;;;bﬁouuo
ied on hig passage | Dieppe
toEnglmd,on the 29th,of Beptem-
L es{evcccncons “90 seceaases
™ S e i'c'a”i'f’m s Vi,
king. of I"mu:e, e existe

1168

1169{
IIL.S

Vertot fixes the
time of his
death in 1167,

(An error.)

Seb. Paol.

See Roger Hove-
, who. gives
m the title of

o i
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NAMES
Grand-Masters,

When
elected.

Place of
their Birth. |

PRINCIPAL EVENTS.

m

Observations.

6.
Gastus, or-Ca-
stus.

Joube;'t, or
Josbert.

8.
Rogerde Mou-
lin,

1169

from
1173

1177

' VOL. II.

1 170J Syria.

in France,

Normandy

ence; in one of which he calls him-
self Magister; and in another, Custos
Hospitaks. :

his election; and several of the
knights were of opinion that the ab-
dication of his predecessor could not
be valid without the approbation of
the pope. The king of Jerusalem,
and the patriarch, in conjunction
with the bishops, appeased the dis-
putants, and it was agreed to have
recourse to the sovereign pontiff;
but whether or not Gastus received
his bull of election is unknown ;
indeed are the time end place of his
birth. He only reigneéd one year
and a few months; and not four
{'ears, as asserted by some authors.
t is a matter of doubt, whether he
abdicated or died in office. His
election, it is thought, took place

M seeescsccancscssscescsanasssne

Was named regent of the kingdom

-|of Jerusalem ...ccccceiiiiiiinncianneen.
Acquisition of Castle Margat......|.

Death of the grand-master.........
Baudoin and other historians say
that his death happened in either
1178 or 1179; but Sebastian Paoli

that he died in October 1177.

During this reign, Salahedin or
Saladin Youssouf, the son of Nod-
gemeddir Aioub, by birth a Curd,
took upon himself the title of Soudan
of Egypt.

He was named grand-master in
the diplomas; which can only be
explained by supposing that he was

* |named to the mastership of the Hos-

d

Great disputes arcse concerning|.

uotes charters which clearly prove] -

veoe

1173
1172

1177

1173

See bull of elec-
tion.

-|See Universal

History.
Vertot places this
eventin 1178.
(Error.)

Sebastian Paoli.
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NAMES |83
et (SR LGT |
Grand-Masters. vl *

PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 1Lha Observations.

8

Roger.de Mou- fr§m Normendy|{pital .during the: timie: which passed
1173| in France.| between the sending to'the pope, and

lin.

1177

9.
Garnier ......|1187|Naplouse,

10.
Ermangerd or
Emengard
Daps.

11.
Godefroi de
Duisson, or
Gausfred de
PDonium.

in Syria,
thesynn,-
cient Si»

1 191 [ L T T YT

.
4

oo

1191 LT Y XY TR

thﬂl.u B “lon‘, KL & IF TN H
DI
. {ather, writers,: he. only;intigned two

<. .lmo 3 Hut,.j. 9 { of Gu
{of Jerusalem, it. appears he was still

{.iCapture. of Ascalon . the 4th of

. Ofd :
., JOf.8t John. ' Acre, the 13th of| .
July, after 8 8iege of twe years ......|1191

. ;jimen Adodern. authors. place his :
S M an .‘,‘,“'O_‘pt&qp('”‘q'oo"'ooooooooo. 1392 Vertot.

o o bormas by poge) I ...

the arrival of the bull confirming
the election of Gastus.

Di;'iP“‘“ between the Hospitallers .
and Templars decided in favour of See Brompton,
the former by the pope, who insisted #n English his-
that. the Orders sheuld snake peace |1179| torian.

. The grand-master sent to Lurope
to %icitiassimnco agninst Saladin -|1184
. The grand-muster, and the knights

who accompanied him on the expe-| .
dition, killed by the troops of Assdal, <
thosonof,Sqladin e0ee0s eI Fenacarens 1187

PRI SO S

Different authors. have asserted,
that this grand-master was. killed at
the. battle: .of - Eiberira; " but he|1189{Baudoin.
escaped, .and , took refuge at As- (Error.)

SRR
. According to Baudoin,: snd many

alive, and grand-master, op the 1st] .
of February, 1191, | i

temb.ﬂ .. Sopesdesaqesencaetrccctovees 1187

the 2d of October... [1187

by draan cod el |

PR PRESRRP) I t,'i ERIERY ¥ N
|- Was grand-master fox » very short|

KAV T PPN T P .(Error.)
TS I TR NS S IR SV E ) '
PR TR T & T RSP TR IS I i i

The majority of sodern historians| ' | ||
|assert that he only reigned two years;
but there exists a chartef which ,
proves he was grand-master in the| . !

e ml' I P [ L
fm"h? 1} " w Dy | vol. I. page 98.
 Tempiars, adindged dn. favour o “H"'
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NAMES |33 prceor
of the ir Birth. - PRINCIPAL EVENTS. ates)  Observations.
Grand-Masters. B% their Birth.
12.
Alphonso of 1202 .......ceeee| Could not possibly have been|.
Portugal, or elected.before 1202, though the ge-
Prince of rerality of historians make him
-Portugal. grand-master in 1194 «..cvcivecievenses fevsees| Baudoin.
(SecVertot.) o Vertot.
. The grand-master abdicated the (Errors.)
BAIDIE JORT..oveverearannsenensboressaess 1902
A general chapter held at Margat.
Many of the statutes made at that
time are still existing.. After his|
abdicatien, the grand-master retired
into Portugal ....... croeasensnncacianse. 1202
13. : , '
Geofroi le Rat.[1202 Vertot erronéously states that the
above-mentioned disputes between
the Hospitallers and the Templars
took place in this mastership.
14. .
Guerin de  |1208 Auvergne,| The Hospitallers possessed at that|......|See Matthew Pa-~
Montaigu. in France.|time in Christendom 19,000 manors, ris, a cantem-
whilst the Teniplars had only 9,000. pordry - histori-
The term manor, or manre, meant the an, in the year
tillage of a plough and two oxen. 1224.
Guerin,. according to some au-
thors, was elected in .oiciveereeceneed [1206 See Baudoin.
He; together with his kni'ghu, T- (Error.)
formed distinguished .acts of valour
at theﬁi* . Damtetta erbdecensannes [1218
Andrew, king of Hungary, entered
into the Order-of Hospitallers ......[1222
The grand-master-weat to Europe,
and refused, equally with the Tem-
plars, to obey the orders of the em-
peror Frederic 1., that prince being
excommunicated.ceceeecesanseeosseess 1228
15. C R .
Bertmd de 1230] cesnsessaces ’I‘his gm‘d'mm di-d not live
.. Texis. later  than the year 1231 ; notwith-{1231
A standing a variety of authors have
advanced the GONLrATy .veqeeersvesse[seesss|See Baudoin.
B (Error.)
16. s . G e . .
Guerin or  [1231] «eeesescess| According to & charter of the 26th/|......|See Sebastian
Gerin. of October. It was to this prince, Paoli.
and not:to his successors, that pope



x CHRONOLOGY OF MALTA.

a I
iy §§ oot PRINCIPAL EVENTS. Dates  Observations.
Grand. Masters. o .

-y 231 Grego: nded the int

Guerin or 1 eecrsenasses recomme e interests
Gerin. of Fre;.{tic IL. - creecienerentorseccecees |onsees] See Vertot.

It is said that the {rl.nd-master, (Error.)
with twenty-six of his knights, were Bertrand.
slain in battle, fighting against the (Error.)
Kharismians: but the barbarians did|......|See Vertot.
not enter Palestine till 1244. (Error.)

17.

Bertrand de [1236;Dauphiné,| At the end of this mastership, the
Comps. in France. |Order had in different places 3500
chapels seeceseescesesascsccssnasseccsces |esees SeeAlderic.
e grand-master, in a letter rela-|1237
tive to the equipment of a vessel for
the Holy Land, forbad any jewels,]
old, orsilver, being taken, except
aced-hats. N

This grand-master died in .........[1241]| See Sebastian
though some authors pretend he Paoli.
lived till 1248. Bertrand. |

TR (Error.)

18. ¥ T : Vertot. *’
‘Pierre de Vil-l1241| ..ccoeveesee ] The Kharismians entered Palestine (Error.)
*:ebride. at the request of Nogemadin, soudan

' ! of t seenvdconcebrvcsvecirastenrrncee 12“
- They took Jerusalem;
; .-} - A bloody battle, whieh lasted two|......|See Matthew Pa-
r. 1. |duys, the 17th and 18thiof October, ris. In a letter
: .|1944.. The grand-master was slain, written by the
. -and only sixteen Hospitallers escaped nd-master,
* . |the sword of'the Infidels. Sebastian| - hiteauneuf,
Paoli placesithe death of the grand- Bertrand.
\ { muster in 1248, according to a char- . (Error.)
- =i '|tdr of his successor r: but there was| ' | !
“ i leertdinly o mistake in.the date of| '
b ‘h.‘ ‘nﬁ.go-.’-lc’.'-otv'v'v.d“‘,'c.u-oqooa. s00e0e seb”ﬁ‘.n Pwli.
P S I (B Lo .._-_.1 : ' (Error.)
' 19. ' <. .
uillaume defl®44| France. | The grand-master joined the king | by
GCh&teauneuf. i al1ea | 8 Frames; 8¢ Liouis; at! jetta w1249} Cae
Vol it i) i He was takién pritoner:dn the 5 ' ol
v oo fof Aprily and: remeinediin'captivity [1250{See Matthew
--Jeighteen:monthe; 1. ' .Paris.
) He arrived at St. John &’Acre on| , i
the 17th of October ......icccecenn... |1251] |
. .} "The .Hospitallers cohtri to-p ! f" : !
: 1 jwards the ransom.of Sl Lepis, .
. -} .The Kharisshians mede  new ir-| ' ||
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19.
Guillaume de
Chiteauneuf.

Hugues. de
Revel.

1.

1244

R

125

s

France.

ruption : their: chief dignified with
the title of Emperor of the Persians,
by the name of Barka-Kan.

The grand-master entered into a
league with the soudan of Aleppo.
The‘y were defeated, and Chdteau-
neut taken prisoner.

Fresh disputes between the Hospi-
tallers and the Templars.

A dreadful action took place be-
tween these two Orders, and scarcely
a Templar remained to give an ac-
count of the affair to his Order.

- | Tillthat time there was no distinc-

Auvergne,
in France.

...........

Sl o0t

: . “ I?:r;by:

o |38 Hospitallers beitig shat
‘ fﬁ%’?tremoﬁxne, del’gnﬂ::';gm
most valoreusly. cgqhst Bon-|

_|tion between the Knights Hospital-

lers and the Serving Brothers : pope
Alexander IV., in a bull of the ides
of August, issued orders, that the
Knights should wear a black cloak,
clamydes nigras, to distinguish them
{from “the Serving Brothers; and
when in battle, a kind of red petti-
coat, with other ornaments of the
same colour; and a white cross em-
broidered on them, in the same style
as on the banners . ...............

{.- ‘Whether Chiteauneuf; or his suc-

i jcessor, received this'bull, remains
.- §doubsful. ... - .

7Y U BT
e, Y PRI
' K .”"’l |
SRR I SR S I 5 |

Ninety knights were slain in de-

Bibars, or Bondochggs, 'sultan of

L iestervenstocsonsesmensoddidiossses
' i

the chief .of the Ho ler Order
wu.onltz;temed Mastey of the Or-
pes.i:Clement IV. was

e first ‘whegave hisxithe title of]
Grand Master, in a brief, dated the
18th of November, 1267...............

A

esscoele

fending the Castle of Assyr against|
; - 1265]
| T the reign of Hugues de Revel,|

1259

1259

1267
QT

See Joinville.

.| Seb. Paoli.

i

The name of Hu-
.gues is changed
to that of Wil-
Jliam in the
Acts -of the
Cauncil of Ly-

found it with
that of his pre-
decessor.

ons, which con- -
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20.
Hugues de
Revel.

21.
Nicholas de
Lorgue.

22.
Jean de Vil-
liers.

1259{Auvergne,

1278

1289

in France.

Beauvais,
in France.

dochars’; notwithstanding which,
they every one perished .....covceveee.

The grand-master travelled west-
ward, and assisted at the council of]|
Lyons, where he took place of all
the ambassadors and peers of France.

A general chapter held at Cesareo.
Fresh taxes laid on each house be-
longing to the Order, to go towards
the expenses of the war. The mo-
ney raised by these taxes was to be
paid every year into the treasury of]
the Order.

All letters of commission having
the expression—< We recommend to
you, Domino Commendamus,” Vertot
concludes that the titles of Com-
manderies and Commanders came
from thence: but these titles are o
a more ancient date. There is still
in existence a charter of Henry
count of Champagne, given on the
4th of Junc, 1194, in which there
appear among the witnesses, Frater
Robertus Anglicus, tunc Commendator
Domus Hospitalis acconensis. It is,
however, a fact, that in former times
commanders were most commonly
called Preceptors, and their bene-
fices Preceptories.

The grand-master died in Pales-

LINE eseresscentenstorccnnssescnnscccrssnnee

Mausour, soudan of Egypt, de-
clared war against the Chnstians.—
Siege and capture of the fortress
Margat, belonging to the Knights
Hospitallers..o.ieecacaicanceciecencanes

TEelgrsnd-mseer went to Europe,
and died ‘when he returned............

Siege of Acre by Acraf, or Seraf,
sultan of Egypt. The place taken

M) seeeenanscenncrecscsconivcreccocrecsrsrrces

1269
1273

LYY

eeveoe

1278

1284
1289

1278| -

Seb. Paol.

Vertot. (Error.)

Scb. Paoli.

1291 |



CHRONOLOGY OF MALTA. xxiii
a|
NAMES (33| jiaceor .
o Fthe 5 % | their Birth, PRINCIPAL EVENTS. Observations.
22.
Jean de Vil-|1289| Beauvais,| 'The Order went to Limisso, in the |

liers.

23.
Odo de Pins.

24

-t

297

Guillaume de
Villaret.

25.
Foulques de
Villaret.

1300

| o

307

Provence,
in France.|vent, the grand-master was summon-

Languedoc,

Langyedoc
in Flfallce, A“g“stuuun-u_-ou-nnnul‘uuuuu

in France. |kingdom of Cyprus. The grand-

master convened a general chapter
in that place, which was attended by
a considerable number of persons.

The kings of England and Portu-
gal, imagining the Order abolished,
sequestered its possessions.

Pope Boniface VIII. took off the
sequestration.

he king of Cyprus insisted that
the Knights Hospitallers should pay
the poll-tax : the pope in vain en-
deavoured to procure them an ex-
emption from it.

The exact time of the death of this
grand-master is unknown, though it
1s ascerfained that he was still living
in September .i.cccciiiinirnniieennee.

According to Vertot, the cere-
mony of electing a grand-master, as
ohserved at present, was first esta-
blished during the reign of Villiers.

" Ona complaint made by the con-
ed to appear at Rome by pope Bene-
i) pper

dict V His death happened on
his journey thither ......c.ceieueiueenns

He planned the conquest of

rance.| Rhodes, at that time in the posses-

sion of some Greek rebels and Ma-
hometan corsairs.

:He died in the beginning of the
year 1307, and was succegded by his
brother, . . .

Conquered Rhodes on the 5th of
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25.
Foulques de
Villaret.

26.
Elion or He-
lion de Ville-
neuve.

1307

1319

Languedoc
in France.

Provence,
in France.

He was assisted in his enterprise

by a crusade, which he obtained|.

from pope Clement V.

The Order of Knights Templars
abolished in....c.oreneens ceretacsrcserer

The greatest part of their posses-
sions became the property of the
Order of Hospitallers.

Othman, sultan of the Turks, be-
sieged Rhodes. Amadeus, count of
Savoy, compelled him to retreat
from before the place.

The knights, assembled in a chap-
ter, deposed the grand-master, and
named Maurice de Pagnac in his
place.

Villaret appealed to the court of
Rome. The pope appointed Gerard
de Pins vicar-generai of the Order,
until such time as sentence should be
passed. Villaret gave in his resigna-
tion in ...... rereeecnsenessnnens cereereees

|and not in 1321, as is asserted by

several authors. The pope bestow-
ed on him the priory of Capone;
after which he returned to Langue-
doc, and remained with his sister till
his death, which took place in ......
His body was interred in St. John’s
church, at Montpellier.

Was chosen grand-master whilst at
the court of pope John XXII. The
brief which notified to him his elec-
tion is still in existence.

He held a chapter at Montpel-
lier, in which he divided the body
of the Order into languages. Being
afterwards in France, he commanded
the third French battalion, together
with the Sieur de Beaujeu, at the
battle of Mount Cassel, on the 23d
or 24th of A\lgust esevcesevesrreenrncee

1312

1315

1319

XYY

1327]

1328}

Vertot. (Errer.)
Baudoin.(Error)
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26.
Elion or He-
lion de Ville-

neuve,

7.
Deodato de
Gozon.

Pierre c‘!e Cor-
nillan, or de
Corneillan,

VOL. II.

13

1346

J

4

Provence,
in France.

Languedoc
in France.

200000000000

The knights of Rhodes took -the
Castle Ofsmyma in.;'..‘l...’.‘l..".‘l

The grand-master died «vveecseesss

Those historians are guilty of an
error who state that this grand-ma-
ster was one of the electors for
naming Villeneuve’s successor, and
that he gave a vote in favour of
himself. Pope Clement VIth’s brief,
dated the 18th of June, 1346, attests,
that, so far from being anxious to
obtain the grand-mastership, he was
with difficulty induced to accept
that dignity. ;

The knights went to the assistance
of the king of Armenia, who was
attacked by the Saracens of Egypt,
and forced the infidels to restore the
places they had taken from that
prince. \

Gozon demanded permission of
the pope to abdicate his dignity, but
was refused. The grand-master re-
peated his request, which was at last
granted ; but he died, before he re-
ceived the intelligence, on the 3d of
December .ioiieiieciectrcsessacsercanes

The history of the dragon slain
by this grand-master is a mere fable,
and may be ranked among the won-
derful exploits of the heroes in Ari-
osto and Tasso. There is still some
old tapestry in existence, in which
this history is represented, together
with some equally romantic deeds of
the archbishop Turpin.

Pope Innocent V1. wished to force
the knights of Rhodes to quit that
island, and establish themselves on

the continent of Europe,

(]

1344
1346

LYY I

1347

1353

1853

seosse

]

Vertot.
(Error.)

See Vertot.
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28.
Pierre de Cor-|
nillan, or de|
Corneillan.

29.
Roger de Pins.

30.
Raymond Be-
renger.

1354

1355

1365

Languedoc
in France.

Dauphiné,
in France.

The grand-master died at the mo-
ment when a general chapter had
been convened to discuss this sub-
ject.

His reign only lasted eighteen

_ | months.

It was proposed in a general chap-
ter to attempt the conquest of the
Morea, and there to fix the residence
of the Order: but the death of pope
Innocent, the author of the plan,
put an end to the project.

In a general chapter held in 1364,
it was enacted, that the servants-of-
arms should not be permitted to
wear the cross. At the same time
receivers were appointed in each
priory for the responsions and taxes
paid by every commandery to the
Order.

The grand-master died on the 28th
of May iiecesicrnsnrssnsnninincincnnnee

The navy of the Order, together
with that of Peter I., king of Cyprus,
sailed on an expedition into l?l'gypt,
under the command of Berenger.

Alexandria taken; but evacuated
in a few days.

A great assembly of the Order
held at Avignon ....... recovensens
at which Fernandes de Heredia, the
lieutenant of the grand-master, pre-
sided in his absence. The first col-
lection of the statutes of the Order
was made by this assembly.

The grand-master died the same

year 008000000000000000000000000 000000000000

1355

1364

1365

1374

1374

Vertot, 1343.
(Error.)
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31.
Robert de Jul-|
liac.

32.
Juan Fernan-
des de Here-
dia.

: 3s.
Philibert de
Naillac.

1374

1376] ceeeennnnen

1396

France.

Died on the 10th of August ......
and not on the 29th of June, as af-
firmed by different historians.........

This grand-master conducted pope
Gregory XI. from Avignon, by sea,
to Civita Vecchia ..cecececerecacenanns

He, together with the Venetians,
took possession of the city of Patras.

He likewise, assisted by the saime
power, attempted the conquest of
the Morea ; but was surprised by
the Turks, and taken prisoner ......

He was ransomed by his family,

" |and returned to Rhodes in «iecovcneeee

France.

During the schism of Urban VI.
and Clement VII. the grand-master
declared himself in favour of the
latter; upon which Urban named
Richard Caraccioli grand-master ;
and he was acknowledged as such
b{ the languages of Italy and En-
gland. Caraccioli died at Rome on
the 18th of March ......cccccevuvennnne

IHeredia died in March ....oe0000ee

Entered into a league with the
Christian princes against Bajazet,
and fought at the head of his knights
at the fatal battle of Nicopoli.

He purchased the Morea from
Thomas Palzologus; but so great
was the hatred which subsisted be-
tween the Greeks and Latins, that
the bargain could not possibly be
carried 1nto effect.

Tamerlane took Smyrna by storm,
notwithstanding the brave defence
made by the knig‘ts S00 0000000000000

eQ

1376

ssceoe

1377

1381

1381

1395
1396

1400

1378

Seb. Paoli.

See Bosio.
(Error.)

Bertrand.
(Error.)
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33.
Philibert de
Naillac.

34.
Antonio Flu-
vian, or Dela
Rivicre.

35.
Jean de Lastic.

1396

1421

1437

France. .

Spain.

France.

The grand-master was nearly ten
years in Europe ; and attended at the
council of Pisa,

Returned to Rhodes «ceeceeeierenes
and died ciieeereriirsoeicescensianconsens

Acted as mediator in making
eace between Boursbai, sultan of
Lgypt, and Janus, king of Cyprus,
his prisonel‘ P0000ececsenctnseetsetsscrstns

A general chaYter held, at which
very useful regulations were made,
for maintaining an exact military
discipline ceeereecresiescncsessnssancanenns

His death happened on the 12th
Of OCtODEr ierrsreraersensenreseensenses

Abousaid-Jacmac, sultan of E-
gypt, sent a fleet to attack Rhodes,
which appeared before the capital
the 15th of September ...c.....cc....

The marshal of the Order defeat-
ed this fleet.

The Egptians made a new at-
tempt on Rhodes in August .........
and landed eighteen thousand men;
but, after a siege of forty days, the
infidel general was forced to reim-
bark his troops.

Mahomet II. summoned Rhodes
to acknowledge itsclf his vassal, and
to pay a tribute accordingly.

The grand-master died in coceaeese

According to father Antonio Pa-
oli, the title of grand-master was

1419
1421

1426

1428

1487

1454

1454

1440}
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N 35.
Jean de Lastic.

36.
Jacques or
Jobert Milly.

370
Pierre Ray-
mond Za-

costa.

38.
John Baptist
Ursini, or des]
Ursins.

1437

1454

1461

1464

France.

France.

Castille, in
Spain.

Rome.

never ‘really admitted as a necessary
matter of etiquette for the chief of
the knights of 5t. John, till the reign
of Lastic.

The Turks made an unsuccessful
descent on the island of Lango, or
Cos, the property of the Order.
They landed in the island of Rhodes,
where they pillaged and ravaged the
country.

According to Bosio, the grand-
master died the 17th of August......

‘During his mastership, pope Pius
I1. greatly softened the rules of the
Order relating to fasting, which
were remarkably severe; for the
knights were not allowed, either
in Advent or Lent, to drink after
supper : they were also forbidden to
speak at table, or in bed, and were
not permitted to sleep with a light in
their rooms.

A general chapter held at Rome
the 23d of March ....covrernnrincianss

An eighth language was instituted
in this reign, that of Castille, Leon,
and Portugal;

The grand-master died at Rome
the 21st of February .....cccceeurenns

The pope gave him the title of
Ecxcellentissimus (most excellent ).

He was buried, by order of the
pope, in St. Peter’s church.

Sent assistance to the Venetians,
who were attacked by the Turks ...

Died the 8th OfJun. @ssesvserssecee

1457

1461

1462

1464

1490)
1496
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39.
Pierre d’Au- [1496] France. Bashaw Mischa Palzologus, a re-{1480| See Guillet’s Life
bugson. - |negado Christian, besieged Rhodes of Mahomet II.
with a fleet of 160 ships, and an
army of 100,000 men. The grand-
master received five wounds during
the siege. The Turks rcimbarked
on the 19th of August, after a siege
of eighty-nine days, leaving behind
them 9,000 slain, and carrying off '
15,000 wounded.

Prince Zizim, the brother and
rival of Bajazet, arrived at Rhodes
three months afterwards, and went|1482
into France, where he was strictly
watched by the knights in the priory
of Bourgneuf, in Poitou. He was
delivered up to the agents of pope
Innocent VIII. ..ci.ccieveiernncnnnee...|1489

The grand-master received the
cardinal’s hat, by a brief dated
the 14th of March ..ccoviiencerenase.. |1489

He died the 3d of July .eceeuuenn. 1sosr

40.
Emeri d’Am-{1503| France. | He was the brother of cardinal
boise. d’Amboise.

The navy of the Order was very
successful against that of Campson
Gauri, sultan of Egypt..

The grand-master Kied on the 8th
“Jof November .coceverserersernererannes {1512

41.
Guy de 1512 France. | Was not in the convent at the
Blanchefort. time of his election, and died on his
passage to Rhodes, the 24th of No-
vember, in the first-rate ship of the|1513
Order, called the Great Caracca of|
Rhodes.

42, ,
Fabricio Ca- [1518| Italy. Entered into a treaty of alliance|1514,
retto. with Ismael, king of Persia, against
the Turks. He sent troops to assist
Gazelles, governor of Syria, who had
rebelled against Solyman II.
Died on the 10th of January ... {1521
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43.
Philippe Vil- |1521| France. L’Isle Adam was in France at the
liers, de L’Isle time of his election. He paid the]
Adam. greatest attention to supplying

Rhodes with provisions, ammunition,
&ec., the Turks threatening to besiege
that place. He vainly implored
assistance from different Christian
princes. Pope Adrian VI. gave him
nothing but prayers and blessings.
The Turks appeared before Rhodes
on the 26th of June: and it is at
this period I commence my History
of the Knights of St.John of Jeru-
salem, which I continue to the time
when the English took possession of
Malta.

1522







HISTORY

OF THE

KNIGHTS OF MALTA. -

BOOK I

FROM THE FIRST ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORDER IN MALTA, TQ THE
FOUNDATION OF THE CITY LA VALETTA.

e ——
CHAPTER I

The Order of S8t. John first established at Jerusalem ; afterwards in the
Island of Rhodes. Rhodes besieged by Solyman. The gallant
Defence made by L'Isle Adam. Number of his Troops. One of the
principal Dignitaries of the Order put to Death for Treason. "Sur-
render of the Island. Depredations of the Turks, which were almost
immediately stopped, and the Arms and Esculcheons belonging to the
Knights preserved. Solyman visits the Grard Master : their Con-
versation. The Knights embark, together with the Inhabitants, and.
take with them the Archives of the Order and the Relics. Their
Fleet is forced, by a Tempest, to take shelter in the Island of Cyprus ;
after which it arrives on the Coast of Naples, and anchors at Messina.
The Pope issues a Bull to prevent the Knights quitting the Grand-
Master. Trial of those Knights who had absented themselves during
the Siege. The noble Manner in which a Knight named Newport,

VOL. 1I. B
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the Captain of an English Ship, devoted himself to the Service of the
" Order. The Knights driven, by the Plague, from Messina. They
repair to Civita Vecchig, and settle at Viterbo.

Vil THE order of St. John of Jerusalem was ori-
de L'Isle Adam. ginally merely charitable (the knights were called
Hospitallers); but it seon became military, and was established in
the Holy Land, where it followed the fortunes of the Latin Chris-
tians in that country, which it was obliged to quit when they left it.
The Order remained some time in Cyprus; and, after having con-
quered Rhodes, fixed itself in that place. The brilliant exploits
performed by the knights attracted the attention of the Turks,
who took up arms against them at different times*; but they were
obliged to renounce their design of conquering the island. Soly-
man, however, was too vain of his suceess in Hungary, and too
much irritated at having so powerful an enemy as the Order so
near him, not to make another attempt: he therefore, in 1522,
(June 26) landed an army of a hundred and fifty thousand men
en the. island, which he presently followed in person, and arrived,
accompanied by still ‘more considerable forces, which continued
augmenting every day.

L’'Isle Adam, who had been grand-master scarcely twelve
menths, was not discouraged by the appearance of this' powerful
armament. He placed himself at the head of six hundred knights,
whose avowed principle it was, never to take account of the number

* See the Chronological Table.
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of their enemies. They were supported by four thousand five
hundred regular troops, together with some companies composed of
citizens, all of whom determined to defend themselves to the last
extremity.

A traitor to the cause was discovered among the knights,
and was taken up and tried by order of the council. Neither his
great age, the eminent services he had formerly rendered, nor even
the distinguished post he filled (being chancellor of the religion),
could save him from the rigorous sentence of the law: he was there-
fore degraded, and delivered up, according to the statutes, to secu-
lar justice; by which he was tried; and sentence of death being
pronounced against him, it was immediately executed.

After a four-months’ siege, and the most glorious defence that
ecould possibly be made, the place was no longer judged tenable ;
which induced the inhabitants, and particularly the Greeks, to use
the most pressing instances to engage the grand-master to capitu-
late: but neither their complaints, their threats, nor even the
advice of the council, could shake his firmness: he alone persisted
in his resolution of burying himself in the ruins of the place, sooner
than deliver it into the hands of the infidels. Two months more
were passed in bloody and repeated combats: but the stock of gun-
powder being exhausted, owmg to the treason above mentioned,
and Solyman himself making propositions which were thought ad-
missible, L’Isle Adam at last eomplied with the entreaties and
prayers of both the greater and lesser council, and consented to
deliver up the place ; before which, according to the confession of

B2 -
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the Ottoman general himself, more than eighty thousand Turks had
been killed by the knights, and as x"nany more had perished from
sickness.
~ Four thousand Janissaries entered the city, to take possession
of it ; and many of their comrades, under pretence of visiting them,
pillaged it, profaned the churches, even ransacked the monuments
of the grand-masters, and entered into the hospitals, and carried off
the silver plate belonging to them. When Solyman was made
acquainted with the disorders which had been committed, he was
justly irritated, and immediately sent word to the aga of tie
Janissaries, that, were they clmtinued,- his head should be the for-
feit. From that moment all depredations ceased, and there existed
no longer any cause of complaint. It is but justice to say, that the
troops belonging to a nation of all others the most adverse to the
fine arts ; which had ‘destroyed so many celebrated monuments of
antiquity ; and whose generals, from a principle of religion, likewise
destroyed the famous library of Alexandria ;—these very troops, 1
say, would have thought it sullying the splendor of their victory,
had they possessed themselves of the arms and escutcheons of the
knights, which they permitted to remain entire and uninjured, and
which all travellers have ever since contemplated with respect and
veneration. ‘
Sultan Solyman* being - desirous of visiting himself his new
conquests, and showing proper respect to the vanquished, went to

* December 25, 1524,
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the palace of the grand-master, who received him with the respect-
ful attention due to so powerful a monarch. Solyman, in a visit so
extraordinary in a sultan, treated L'Isle Adam with the greatest
affability ; exhorting him to support with courage this reverse of
fortune, and assuring him that he might embark his effects at his
own leisure ; for, should the time agreed upon for that purpose in
the articles of capitulation be not sufficient, he would most willingly
prolong it. Solyman, upon quitting L’Isle Adam, turned to his-
general officer, saying, * It is not without some degree of pain that
I force this Christian, at his time of life, to leave his dwelling.”

The small number of knights who had survived this murderous
siege, together with four thousand inhabitanté, embarked on board
the vessels belonging to the order®*. The grand-master, after having
taken leave of the sultan, like a tender parent watching over his’
children, was the last who entered the vessel ; and thus abandoned
the island of Rhodes, where the order of St. John of Jerusalem had
reigned with so much splendor. for near two hundred years. '
~ LIsle Adam carried with him the archives, together with
many celebrated relics, long held in profound veneration by the
faithful; for the conqueror, in the bloom of youth, though termed a
barbarian by the Christians, felt happy in restoring to the conquered
those articles which would continually call to their remembrance
the acts of valour they had performed, and the piety for which they

were celebrated ; and, in so doing, gave an example of moderation

* January 1, 1523.
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and generosity to the generals of the most enlightened nations,
which, unfertunately, has since been scarcely ever followed.

The fleet belonging to the order was overtaken by a dreadful
tempest ; their vessels were dispersed, and obliged to take shelter in
different ports of the island of Candia. L’Isle Adam, irritated at
the blamable cowardice of the Venetians—who regarded with an
eye of the most perfect indifference the fall of the holy place, which
might be looked upon as the bulwark of Christianity—and also the
loss of their possessions in the Levant, was eager to repair his vessels
with all possible expedition, and to set sail immediately. Before he
departed, he had an exact statement made of the persons who had
followed the order; which amounted to more than five thousand.
Many of the inhabitants of the islands belonging to the order left
their habitations, and, attaching themselves to his fortune, con-
tributed to angment the number of the fugitives.

In this critical situation, exposed to the danger of a difficult
navigation, the grand-master neglected no possible precautions
which could ensure the pi-eservation of the order. Dreading the
desertion of the knights, who were now destitute of a fixed place of
residence ; and fearing likewise a disunion amongst them, the event
of which must be fatal, by offering a glittering bait to many princes
who would be delighted to have any pretext for seizing on their
immense riches; he did not lose a moment, but sent off dispatches
to the pope; who immediately granted him a bull, by which he
commanded all the knights, by the holy obedience due to him, to
remain united under the authority of the grand-master; threatening
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those who proved refractory with the heaviest vengeance of the
church.

L’Isle Adam determining not to abandon the inhabitants of
- Rhodes, the greatest part of whom were sick, was one of the last
who arrived at Messina, where the ships of war belonging to his fleet
had been for some time. Before he landed in Sicily, he had been
forced to touch at Gallipoli, a town in the kingdom of Naples,
situated in the gulf of Otranto. The grand-master, upon landing
on this hospitable island*, was received in the most flattering man-
ner; which indeed his conduct truly merited. In order to prove
himself still more worthy, he immediately—almost insensible to the
honours paid him—established an hospital, not only in the palace
prepared for his reception, but in the neighbouring houses ; where,
assisted by all the other knights, he himself attended the wounded.
Imagination cannot paint a more affecting spectacle than these
men, once so formidable in arms, animated alone by the spirit of
charity, employed in the meanest offices—carrying broth to the
sick, making their beds, and entirely occupied in contributing to
their relief. Such was the fate of Sicily, that it was destined, more
than two hundred years afterwards, again to see the knights of
St. John, and to admire their charitable virtues in the exertions
which they made for the relief of the unfortunate objects who
escaped the dreadful catastrophe occasioned by the earthquake
in 1783.

?

* Towards the end of April.
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No sooner were the duties -of that charity, so conformable to
the first institution of the order, once fulfilled, than they proceeded
‘to make a strict inquisition into the conduct of those who had been
sent to procure relief for Rhodes.. All who were cited before the
full council assembled upon this occasion, presented themselves at it
with a confidence which innocence and truth alone could inspire ;
and it was sufficiently proved, that, during the last two months of
the siege, the wind had been so obstinately contrary, and the sea so
dreadfully l;ough, that no one was hardy enough to set sail. It
was a known fact, that a knight named Newport, of the language
of England, an old naval officer, thinking (if I may 50 express my-
self) to subdue the raging waves by his superior skill, embarked at
that time, and was thrown back again by the violence of the wind
upon the point of Cape Desert ; where the vessel, with all its cargo,
was lost, S
‘The tribunal having found no person guilty, *“ God for ever be
praised!” exclaimed L’Isle Adam, * who, in our common misfor-
tune, has had the goodness to prove to me, that the loss of Rhodes
could not be attributed to the negligence of any of my Order!” -

The plague visiting Messina, forced the order to quit that
city ; and they breathed a purer air for some time upon the coast
of the kingdom of Naples. After making a short stay at Bayes
and the environs of Cumes, the knights re-embarked, and arrived at
Civita Vecchia.
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CHAP IL

The Grand-Master sets off for Rome : his Reception there. It is pro-
posed lo give up the Island